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MANDATORY MEAL PROGRAM 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Prior to April 1, 1987, HUD-assisted projects for elderly and handicapped persons were required 

to participate in a mandatory meals program.  Park Place Apartments is a HUD-assisted project which 

has a mandatory meal program. 

 

MANADATORY MEALS AS A CONDITION OF OCCUPANCY 

As a condition of occupancy residents (unless exempted) must purchase one or more meals as approved 

by HUD.  The project owner and each prospective tenant must review the meals agreement 

before signing.  The meals agreement will become part of the Lease Agreement.   

  

MANDATORY MEALS AGREEMENT 

The meals agreement must reference 24 CFR Part 278, and disclose and explain the following 

obligations: 

           1.   Statement that the tenant's participation in the mandatory meals program is a condition of 

                occupancy, and state the number of meals the tenant is required to purchase. 

  

          2.   Duration of the meals agreement. 

  

          3.   Charges for meals effective on the date the agreement is signed. 

  

          4.   Exemptions an owner can grant to a tenant. 

  

          5.   Statement that failure to comply with these obligations will be a violation of the lease and 

               cause for eviction in accordance with the lease. 

  

CHARGES FOR MANDATORY MEALS  

Charges are limited to those approved by the HUD Field Office.  Any increase in charges must be 

approved by the HUD Field office in advance.  The project owner must provide the residents with a 30-day 

advance notice of an approved increase in the cost of the meal. 

  

MANDATORY MEALS INCOME 

Project owners must establish and maintain separate accounting records to show meals expenses 

and account balances directly related to the Mandatory Meals Operations.  Tenant charges for the meals 

must be separated from rent, and accounted for as a separate revenue item in the project's system of 

accounts.   


