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As the temperature drops, it’s time to start 
thinking about safe cold weather practices for 
yourself and your home to start off the winter 
season right. 

1.   Protect your health through sanitary 

practices. Who’s got time to lay around sick? 
Protect yourself by doing what you already 
know to do: eat well; get plenty of sleep; take 
vitamin supplements; wash your hands when 
you’re in contact with anything public; cover 
your coughs and sneezes. 
 
2.   Protect your cash by conserving ener-
gy while warming your home.  Keep your 
thermostat on a modest temperature between 
65-74 degrees instead of adjusting the tem-
perature in the evening when you’re home and 
letting the home freeze when you’re away. It 
cost more to try to defrost an icicle than to 
warm a chilled room.  

3.   Protect your home’s pipes from freez-
ing. Remove, drain, and store hoses used 
outdoors. Close inside valves supplying out-
door hose bibs. Open the outside hose bibs to 
allow water to drain. Keep the outside valve 
open so that any water remaining in the pipe 
can expand without causing the pipe to break.      

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Consider installing specific products made 
to insulate water pipes like a "pipe sleeve" 
or installing "heat tape," "heat cable," or 
similar materials on exposed water pipes. 
Newspaper can provide some degree of 
insulation and protection to exposed pipes 
can provide significant protection in areas 
that usually do not have frequent or pro-
longed temperatures below freezing.  

When the weather is very cold outside, let 
the cold water drip from the faucet served 
by exposed pipes. Running water through 
the pipe - even at a trickle - helps prevent 
pipes from freezing.  

Grab some hot cocoa and enjoy the 
cold weather months! 

 

 

Friends Make Good 
Neighbors! 

 
Don’t forget our  

resident referral fee is 
$250.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Received after resident 
has completed 30 days of  

residency 

 

 

Our Staff 
 

Jennifer Krumm 

Community Administrator 

 

Kiran Prasad 

Marketing Director 

 

Denise French 

Activities Director 

 

Connie Torres 

Office Assistant 

 

Jon Lukshaw 

Maintenance Lead 

 

Richard Scott 

Painter 

 

Adam Blitch 

Maintenance Technician 

 

Joseph Long 

Maintenance Technician 

 

Whitney Smith 

House Keeping 
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Maintenance Corner 

Guardco Security 

(209) 723-4273 or 
(209) 947-2219 

For Emergencies, 
Call 911 

 

 

 

 

 

*Please remember - 
Speed Limit is 15 
MPH within the 

Community Gates 

 Courtesy Patrol 

December 2016  

Castle Vista Times Castle Vista Times 

Important Numbers and Information 
 

Emergency Maintenance Issues 
Castle Vista Maintenance After Hours 

(209) 643-9193 

If no answer, please leave a message, we will return the call.  
Make sure to leave your name and address on the message and the issue at hand. 

 

Castle Vista Maintenance Tips of the Month 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ingredients 

 6 cups all-purpose flour 

 1 tablespoon baking powder 

 1 tablespoon ground ginger 

 1 teaspoon ground nutmeg 

 1 teaspoon ground cloves 

 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon  

 1 cup shortening, melted and cooled 

slightly 

 1 cup molasses 

 1 cup packed brown sugar 

 1/2 cup water 

 1 egg 

 1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

 

Directions 

1. Sift together the flour, baking powder, 
ginger, nutmeg, cloves, and cinna-
mon; set aside. 

2. In a medium bowl, mix together the 
shortening, molasses, brown sugar, 
water, egg, and vanilla until smooth. 

Gradually stir in the dry ingredients, 
until they are completely absorbed. 
Divide dough into 3 pieces, pat down 
to 1 1/2 inch thickness, wrap in plastic 
wrap, and refrigerate for at least 3 
hours. 

3. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. On a 

lightly floured surface, roll the dough 
out to 1/4 inch thickness. Cut into de-
sired shapes with cookie cutters. 
Place cookies 1 inch apart onto an 
ungreased cookie sheet. 

 
Bake for 10 to 12 minutes in a preheated 

oven. When the cookies are done, they 

will look dry, but still be soft to the touch. 

Remove from the baking sheet to cool on 

wire racks. When cool, the cookies can 

be frosted with the icing of your choice. 

Gingerbread Cookie recipe 

http://www.rentcafe.com/blog/green-living/eco-friendly-ways-to-heat-your-apartment/
http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&gbv=2&biw=1366&bih=587&tbm=isch&tbnid=leCkw0E7KJhZgM:&imgrefurl=http://www.shutterstock.com/pic-2505131/stock-vector-pager.html&docid=MjyG7SUk9KtkXM&imgurl=http://image.shutterstock.com/display_pic_with_logo/169/169,11690749


Date Time Castle Vista Event 

December 7th 12 Noon Cookie Exchange & Ugly Sweater Contest 
Bring your favorite cookie recipe and share with your neighbor 

for a cookie exchange. 

December 10th 9am-2pm Holiday Craft Faire  
Join us! A showcase of resident and vendor one of a kind crafts 

and gifts for the holidays. 

December 16th 4 & 5:30pm Castle Vista Auction & Holiday Pot Luck 
Let the bidding begin for the end of year auction—starts at 4pm. 
Join us for the Castle Vista Holiday Pot Luck starting at 5:30 pm 

make sure to sign up in the book—see you there! 

December 21st 12 Noon Chili Cook Off 
Do you have an award-winning recipe for some  

heart-warming chili? Join us for the fun! 

December 31st 7pm Castle Vista New Year Eves Party! 
Sing the night away with Jan & Friends for the Castle Vista’s   

New Year’s Party Bash! 
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December 2016 Events 

 

Saturday, December 10th 

9AM to 2PM 
 

Refreshments & 

Cookies 

Over 20 

Vendors 

Dear Castle Vista Residents, 

It is officially the end of 2016 which is a good time to reflect on a                               

wonderful year here at Castle Vista. We wanted to let you all know                               

how much we appreciate having residents like you. 

Thank you for always communicating with us. It’s hard to know everything that is hap-

pening on the property every day. We appreciate phone calls and emails that let us 

know when maintenance issues arise. The sooner we are informed, the sooner we can 

help you.  

Thank you for being understanding in less than ideal circumstances. Unfortunately, 

things come up every once in a while that we all wish could be avoided. When a light 

bulb is out, or the garbage disposal needs tending we want to help you as soon as 

possible. Thank you for understanding when things come up and bearing with us as 

we work to set them right. I look forward to your suggestions for 2017 projects. Re-

member, my door is always open.  

Thank you for choosing Castle Vista as your home. We love our residents, and we 

love that we are one big happy family.  Thank you for being such great residents! 

From our hearts to yours, may your holidays be full of joy and happiness.  

Sincerely, 

The Staff of Castle Vista 


