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Exploring the  Life and Music of Duke Ellington  
Tuesday, April 4th at 3:00 pm                    Speaker: Eric Collett 
April 29, 2017 marks the 118th birthday of one of America’s most influential 
composers: “Duke” Ellington.  A key figure in jazz, Ellington also wrote in di-
verse genres such as blues, gospel and film scores. Join Eric Collett of A Mind 
For All Seasons for a fascinating look at the life and work of a man whose con-
tributions to 20th century music make him, in the words of Gunther Schuller, 
“one of the half-dozen greatest masters of our time.” Additional funding for 
this program comes from a generous sponsorship by Castle Rock Services, 

 John Steinbeck: “The Grapes of Wrath” and the American Dream 
Tuesday, April 11th at 3:00 pm                        Speaker: Mario Delisio 
One of the great writers dealing with the trials and tribulations of the com-
mon man, Steinbeck's "The Grapes of Wrath" documents the quest for better 
lives during the 1930s Dust Bowl and a massive emigration to California. To-
day, Idaho may be the symbolic “Golden State" with opportunities and an ex-
pansive lifestyle. Mario will relate his own journey from Ohio to Idaho 
and how he identifies with those down and outers from Steinbeck’s novel.  

 Minnie Pearl:  Making hillbilly culture cool 
Tuesday, April 18th at 3:00 pm             Speaker: Janet Worthington 
"How-w-w-DEE-E-E-E! I'm jes' so proud to be here!" That was the catchphrase 
for Sarah Ophelia Colley Cannon; a.k.a. Minnie Pearl. Her satire of southern 
culture became cool, and she has had influence on women in country music 
and other country humorists. But, Minnie was no country-bumpkin. She was 
college educated, a business woman and a spokesperson for breast cancer 

Covering Politics Today… “Fake News” Versus the Real Deal 
Tuesday April 25th at 3:00 pm  
Speaker: Ryan Hawes-KBOI 2 News Director 
Remember when Walter Cronkite and your local television stations were your 
trusted source for news. There was no question… that’s how we stayed in-
formed. Today, we see and read things about “fake news” and “alternative 
facts.”  In a new world of internet blogs, social media and more… Ryan Hawes, 
News Director for KBOI 2 News, will give us an objective look at the challenges 
journalists today face in covering politics.—the challenge of 
straightening out the facts from the fiction. 
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