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PCSC Unveils RENEW
Rehabilitation Program

P

resbyterian Communities
of South Carolina continues
to expand its rehabilitation services
with the RENEW program, which it
unveiled in late summer.
The RENEW program is for
seniors who need rehabilitation in
a healthcare setting following an
accident, surgery, illness or injury.
Through customized, patientcentered care, RENEW is designed
to quickly restore their independence.
Since each individual is unique,
special care is taken by the RENEW
team to plan a road map from the
day of admission to help each senior
reach his or her health goals.

RENEW case managers, like Katie Holmes
of the Clinton Community, work to ensure a
smooth transition from the hospital to skilled
care rehabilitation.

Upon a patient’s discharge to
home, PCSC staff members carry
out scheduled follow-ups with the
individual for 90 days. This helps
ensure the individual continues on
his or her recovery track and reduces
the chance of hospital readmission.
Moreover, all of PCSC’s communities
are Medicare certified. Medicare
certification has been an important
expansion of PCSC’s ministry because
it allows the organization to serve a
much wider population. In addition
to being available to our residents,
RENEW is available to any senior
who would like to take advantage of
the quality care PCSC offers. This
means that even those who do not
choose to live permanently in one of
our communities can still be served
by PCSC for a short period of time
during rehab.
The medical situations addressed
by the RENEW program include
joint replacement, stroke, COPD,
pneumonia, and upper and lower
extremity fractures, as well as more
complex needs.
RENEW provides therapy coverage
seven days a week to help keep

participants progressing toward their
independence goals at a quick pace.
Services offered include physical,
occupational, speech and nutritional
therapies. Feedback is readily
available, as participants and their
families can track therapy progress
instantly via the internet using
RENEW’s RightTrackTM program.
PCSC can pre-schedule stays when
appropriate, such as in the case of
scheduled surgery. RENEW’s case
managers work closely with hospital
case managers to ensure a smooth
transition of care from the hospital to
the rehabilitation program.
PCSC is excited about this new
program that serves seniors’
rehabilitation needs in a healthcare
setting, and hopes that its supporters
will help tell others about the
RENEW program.

www.PresHomeSC.org

From The Chief Executive Officer

Feeling Safe and Serving Others
In the Midst of the Storm

W

hile PCSC employees often receive compliments
for the manner in which they do their work,
showing compassion and “going the extra mile,”
their efforts are even more appreciated in emergency
situations. In October, Hurricane Matthew threatened
two PCSC locations – The Village at Summerville and
The Florence Community (to a lesser degree).
However, both Communities were well-prepared. In
addition to the permanent generators, extra generators
were rented. Team leaders made plans to remain on
the campuses throughout the storm, and they were
responsible for ensuring enough employees would be
on campus. Some employees were transported to and
from work by their co-workers.
Flooding occurred at both campuses, and a number
of trees fell at Summerville, some even on patio
homes. When the power was out, food was taken
to independent residents residing outside the main
buildings. In Florence, cars were relocated for
residents. But the waters soon receded, repairs to the
patio homes began, and the campuses were cleaned of
debris.

At both the Florence and
Clinton Communities,
PCSC was privileged to
serve residents (and staff)
who had been evacuated
from other, non-PCSC
communities. These visitors
were received warmly and
included in all facets of our
ministry. You can only imagine the gratitude expressed
by the leaders of those communities, as well as by those
being served.
Residents and their families often become anxious
during crisis situations, and when the power is out,
communication may sometimes be difficult. However,
all residents were safe, and on review after the storm,
all residents said they felt safe during the storm.
These are the times letters and calls of gratitude
are received from residents and family members.
The dedication of employees is brought to the
forefront, and residents are effusive in expressing their
thankfulness for the security and caring provided to
them.
PCSC is blessed to have employees who care so deeply
for those they serve. And difficult times remind all of
us to say “thank you.”

Our Mission:
We are a compassionate Christian ministry dedicated to
enriching the quality of life for seniors of all faiths.

		

Kathy Ligon, President and CEO

The PCSC Foundation is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt, non-profit organization that receives and manages charitable gifts
given to support the mission and ministry of Presbyterian Communities of SC (PCSC). You can make your charitable
gifts to PCSC payable to the PCSC Foundation. Your gifts are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.

Foundation Report

…A New Name and New Logo
When the foundation that supports Presbyterian Communities of South Carolina
was first created, the name it received was a mouthful: SC Presbyterian Retirement
Communities Foundation. The recent legal work around PCSC’s new bond financing
(see page 6) was a convenient time for a name change, so we have given the foundation
a shorter, simpler, more straightforward name: PCSC Foundation. This new name is
immediately associable with PCSC, will be easier to remember, and will be simpler to
say and write.

Franklin Fant, Director of
Foundation Services and
Church Relations

Along with the new name, the Foundation also has a new logo containing a rose window. This stained glass window
reminds us of our heritage and existence as a ministry of Presbyterian churches in South Carolina. Looking a bit more
deeply, one can see that the window contains five ovals and five red “petals.” These remind us of the five PC(USA)
presbyteries in the state (Charleston-Atlantic, Foothills, New Harmony, Providence and Trinity) and our five
retirement communities.
The PCSC Foundation serves a significant purpose: raising, investing and dispersing funds for the benefit of PCSC.
We hope that the new name will make this connection with PCSC plainer, and that the rose window will keep
everyone mindful of our connection with our churches.

Annual Giving
Campaign
As the weather turns chilly late in the year, we
especially value the shelter our homes provide against
the cold. This is a natural time, then, for our Annual
Giving campaign, which invites supporters to help
shelter those residents for whom the winter of their
lives has proven especially harsh. Funds raised go
directly to help ease the burden of financial hardship
that exists for some of our residents who can no longer
pay for some or all of their care.
Our Annual Giving mailing went out at the end of
October, and many of you have responded with a
generous gift. Thank you! We have also enclosed an
Annual Giving envelope in this edition of Community
Connections. Please remember that a gift to this
campaign may be made in memory of or in honor of a
special person. This is a particularly meaningful way to
show your appreciation of someone.

An End-of-Year
Reminder About
Securities Donations
If you have stocks or bonds that have increased in
value, donating them to the PCSC Foundation is an
excellent way to make a charitable gift. Not only does
your gift of securities provide a tax deduction, it also
allows you avoid paying the taxes on capital gains if
you sold them yourself.
It is critical to let us know when you gift securities, as we
have no way to identify the donor when they suddenly
appear in our account. Indeed, we recently received a
contribution of stock worth more than $8,000, and we
are still trying to identify the generous donor.
Please call the Foundation at (803) 772-5885
(or toll-free at 1-888-842-4855) and we will give you
or your broker the information needed to transfer
securities directly to us.
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The Chapel at Foothills Dedicated

A

long-awaited component of the Foothills Retirement Community in Easley was formally put into service
on Sunday, August 28. That afternoon, a bagpiper played “Highland Cathedral” as the larger community of
PCSC residents, families, staff and supporters came together to dedicate The Chapel at Foothills during a service of
worship.
This moment was made possible by the generosity and prayers of many faithful contributors. PCSC is grateful
to everyone who helped fund this special building and the adjacent prayer garden, especially to Mr. John Ford.
It was John who gave the lead gift that helped launch the formal capital campaign, and it was he who created the
momentum for other donors to get behind.
At the dedication service, PCSC President and CEO Kathy Ligon welcomed the attendees and thanked those
who donated to the chapel campaign. John Ford gave some special remarks in which he stressed the significance
of having a special place in which one could worship with others, as well as enter into for a quiet time of personal
prayer and reflection. Board of Trustees member Joel
Ledbetter formally presented the chapel to the residents.
Wes Koch, Moderator of the Residents Council, accepted
on their behalf.
PCSC Trustee the Rev. Dr. John Brearley preached a
meditation on the 27th Psalm. His message emphasized
the importance of having sacred space, such as the
chapel, where God’s people can come seeking the Lord’s
renewal and strengthening for their witness to God in the
world. Three other ministers, the Rev. Dr. Franklin Fant
(Director of Foundation Services and Church Relations),
the Rev. Dr. Joseph Gaston (Chaplain at the Foothills
Community), and the Rev. Dr. Gordon Raynal (Foothills
Presbytery Pastor and Stated Clerk) also assisted with the
service.

Above: The interior of the Chapel at Foothills.
Below: The newly completed Chapel at Foothills. The new
prayer garden can be seen in the lower right corner.

It was an occasion of special joy as the dream of many people was formally recognized. It was also an important
milestone for the PCSC organization, as all five communities now have a true chapel on campus.

4

PCSC News

Dedication Service
Held at The Bridge

A

service of dedication and blessing was
recently held at The Bridge, the new
memory support center at the Foothills
Retirement Community that was opened just
this spring. The service was led by the Rev. Dr.
Franklin Fant, Director of Foundation Services
and Church Relations, and the Rev. Dr. Joseph
Gaston, Chaplain at the Community.

Staff and volunteers at The Bridge assemble for

a group picture after the blessing of the hands.
During the first part of the service, thanks were
given to God for The Bridge and the center
was dedicated to the glory of God and the service of God’s children. In the second part of the service, there was a
blessing of the hands of the staff and volunteers who serve at The Bridge. An anointing of their hands with oil and a
brief prayer were offered for anyone who wished to receive them.

Fountain Inn Presbyterian Hosts Luncheon
for Clinton and Foothills Residents

T

he Clinton Presbyterian Community had the pleasure of attending
a covered dish luncheon, along with the Foothills Retirement
Community, at the Fountain Inn Presbyterian Church. The luncheon
was a grand social event filled with smiling faces, delicious food and a
delightfully engaging presentation.
This year’s entertainment was provided by Connie Cleveland and her
team of canine companions, including a black lab named Nathan, a
golden retriever named Micah, and a Brittany spaniel named Lulu.
The dogs wowed residents with their tricks, attentive nature and learned
obedience. They could fetch, jump over obstacles, and even retrieve
a specific object out of a group of toys by detecting the scent of their
owner. In addition to this very impressive display of talent, Connie also
discussed why she loved her job and her dogs so much.
Connie shared her witness about the way her dogs had helped her learn
Connie Cleveland entertained Clinton
spiritual lessons through their trust, obedience and unconditional love.
and Foothills residents with her trained dogs
Connie’s relationship with her dogs is in many ways the same as the
at a luncheon hosted by Fountain Inn
Presbyterian Church.
relationship between a Christian and Christ. She is their leader and they
look to her for security and guidance just as we look to our Father for
the same comfort and instruction. Her testimony was inspiring and her furry companions are not only intelligent,
they are a reminder of the unconditional love that our Master has for us.
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PCSC Moves into
the Future …
… with New Financing
In October, Presbyterian Communities secured $66
million in new debt financing in a creative transaction
that provides a number of benefits to the organization,
including a financially strong future.
This bond financing was split roughly in half between
TD Bank and Hamlin Capital. The amount financed
by the bank was used primarily to retire previously
outstanding debt, while the amount from Hamlin
will be used to finance the new construction described
at right. Once built, these projects will combine to
strengthen the cash flow of the ministry.
The vast majority of the bonds are tax-free.
Combining this with the recent low interest
environment, PCSC secured the financing at highly
favorable rates. Another advantage of the construction
financing is that PCSC will be charged interest only
as it draws down the loan. Typically, a construction
borrower must pay interest on the full amount from
the beginning of the loan.
$66 million is a lot of money, and before closing the
deal, PCSC worked with its advisors and third-party
consultants to ensure that the financing package
would not strain the organization’s cash flow. Indeed,
given the advantageous terms of the financing and the
anticipated cash flow from the new projects, PCSC
and those it worked with feel that the bond issue was
conservative both in the amount borrowed and in the
repayment terms.
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The ground is prepared for the building of
the 88-bed healthcare center at The Village at Summerville.

… and New Construction
Three construction projects are underway at two
PCSC communities. At the Foothills Community,
the concrete pad will soon be poured for a 12-unit,
independent living apartment wing (below).
At The Village at Summerville, the ground is being
prepared for an 88-bed healthcare center that will
replace the current healthcare center, which is nearing
the end of its useful life. In addition, the pad will soon
be poured for an 18-unit, independent living apartment
building.
It is expected that the two independent living
apartment projects will be completed in the fall of
2017, and the new healthcare center will be finished in
the spring of 2018.

PCSC News

Helping the Alzheimer’s
Association Find a Cure

A

lzheimer’s disease is a leading cause of death in
America, and the Columbia Presbyterian
Community has been doing its part to make sure that a
cure is found. The community has raised almost $5,000
for the Alzheimer’s Association through numerous
creative and fun events!
The Columbia Community hosts several ongoing
monthly fundraisers for the cause, and one of their
favorites is the bake sale hosted by Pat Turner, CNA.
Staff at the community also look forward to the third
Friday of the month when they can pay $5 to wear jeans
on “Casual For a Cause” day, with the proceeds going
to the Alzheimer’s Association.
This spring and summer, residents on the Community
Outreach Team became experts at boiling peanuts.
Each month, the group boiled and sold bags of
peanuts. The group tried all kinds of methods and
flavors in the process of perfecting the craft. The boiled
peanuts sales alone have brought in more than $1,000
for the Alzheimer’s Association.

The staff
in Jasmine
Place, the
community’s
memory
support center, also
Columbia Administrator,
held a FUNdraising
Frazier Jackson, and Assistant
Administrator, Judy Harriman,
Day for staff, residents,
give
their impression of Sonny and
families and the
Cher at an Alzheimer’s fundraiser
community. The idea
and help prove PCSC has talent!
was to bring the outside
community and our
PCSC community together for a carnival-type event.
There were concessions, games, a bounce house, dozens
of raffle items, a silent auction, a firetruck, the police
department, booths hosted by different companies and
organizations, balloon animals, face painting, and lots
of fun!
It has been an unbelievable year for fundraising for the
Alzheimer’s Association for the Columbia Community.

In the past six months, the Columbia Community
has also hosted different events to raise money for
the Alzheimer’s Association. In July, the community
welcomed a group of children ages 12-17 from Harvest
Church to wash cars. In August, a highly successful
PCSC-Columbia’s Got Talent show was held, with
staff, family members and residents showing off their
many talents – from juggling to harmonica to singing
and dancing. Columbia’s Administrator, Frazier
Jackson, and Assistant Administrator, Judy Harriman,
transformed into Sonny and Cher for a grand rendition
of “I Got You Babe.” So many laughs and smiles were
shared.

Alzheimer’s Walk group participants enjoy the camaraderie. Above,
left to right, are Nancy Kennedy, Jameelah Fortune, Sally Gandy,
Carolyn Lowe and Cathy Jackson.
Right, attendees Dave and Jean White enjoying the festivities, which
included a carnival walker on stilts who dressed in style.
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Donor Appreciation

God Called and They Answered

E

ach year, Presbyterian
Communities co-sponsors the
Legacy Awards, an honor bestowed
by Providence Presbytery on older
adult members of its congregations.
Honorees are celebrated for their
lives and for the legacy of faith they
are creating and leaving for others to
emulate. Each church in Providence
Presbytery was invited to select an
individual or couple from among
its senior members to receive this
honor.
The 2016 Legacy Awards were
presented at a luncheon held
in York at Bethelwoods Camp
and Conference Center this past
September. This year’s theme
was “God Called, You Faithfully
Answered.”
The luncheon began with a
welcome and remarks by the Rev.
Dr. Mark Verdery, General Presbyter
of Providence Presbytery, followed
by remarks from Franklin Fant,
Director of Foundation Services
and Church Relations at PCSC.
Those assembled were then treated
to a wonderful performance of
spiritual music sung by the Rev.
Barry Lambert and Iris Rose, who
were accompanied on the piano by
Jeffrey Sligh.
Each of the 18 recipients was then
individually recognized for his or
her character and service within
the local church. PCSC is honored
to co-sponsor the annual Legacy
Awards in recognition of those who
have served their Lord so faithfully.
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Honorees at the 2016 Legacy Awards Luncheon, which is co-sponsored
by Providence Presbytery and PCSC.

2016 Providence Presbytery
Legacy Award Recipients
Church	Honorees
Allison Creek

Tom and Johnnie Wilder

Beth Shiloh

Ann Barnwell

Bethesda - York

Carol Hope

Camden Second

Rudine Nelson

Clover

Barbara Corson

Covenant

Steve and Carolyn Garland

Douglas

Clovis Steele

Fishing Creek

Sue Carpenter

Grace - York

Bonnie Mendenhall

Oakdale

Dean and Margaret Sue McCarter

Oakland Avenue

Mary Love Hammond

Union First

Jim Vaughn

Unity

Lea Shannon

Wade Memorial

Robbie Snipes

York First

Charles Philip Boyd

Donor Appreciation
PCSC News

PCSC Welcomes New
Director of Clinical Services

E

llen Imperial, RN, LNHA,
CRCFA, has joined PCSC’s
Management Services Office in
Columbia as the new Director of
Clinical Services. Working with
the nursing and administrative staff
at all five communities, Ellen will
provide expertise and oversight to
ensure PCSC offers the highest level
of quality in its nursing care and
compliance with related state and
federal regulations.
“We are fortunate to have Ellen
choose to partner with the PCSC
family, as we continue strengthening
our team and harnessing new levels
of knowledge and fresh, innovative
ideas that will advance our mission,”
shared Chief Operating Officer
Tony Fountain.
Ellen comes to PCSC with more
than 28 years of professional

experience, including 21 years
in the long-term care field. In
addition to her expertise in the
delivery of medical care, she
has a deep background in the
related aspects of electronic health
records, compliance, and Medicare
billing and reimbursement. Most
recently, she served as VicePresident of Clinical Services and
Reimbursement with the Maxwell
Group, the management company
for Senior Living Communities.
Ellen says, “I am grateful for the
opportunity to be a part of PCSC.
I fully support the mission of
the organization. I hope to bring
successful concepts to PCSC in
the ways we approach a constantly
changing healthcare industry.”
“My decision to join Presbyterian
Communities of SC is personal; it

Ellen Imperial, PCSC’s new
Director of Clinical Services

aligns with what I believe in,” she
added. “The way to find meaning
in life is to dedicate time in service
of others, bring joy to those whose
lives you touch, devote yourself to
your community, and create things
that are meaningful. That defines
your purpose in life”

For unto you is born this day
in the city of David a Savior, which is

Christ the Lord

Luke 2:11

May you have the gift of faith, the blessing of hope
and the peace of His love at Christmas and always.

Merry Christmas

Presbyterian Communities of South Carolina
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Clinton
DAR Shares Painting of
Constitutional Convention

The ladies of the Henry Laurens Chapter of the Daughters of the
American Revolution (DAR) gathered at the Clinton Community
in September at a meeting featuring Louis S. Glanzman’s painting,
“The Signing of the Constitution.”

Drumming
up Some Fun

Terry Freeland and
Meredith Greene
having a great time
at the drumming
master class.

The Clinton Presbyterian
Community put their rhythm
skills to the test during a hands-on master class
as part of their celebration of National Active
Aging Week. The activity was led by Melissa
Sizemore, who has an impressive musical
background and holds music degrees from
Winthrop and Appalachian State. She served
as a church organist and music director for
23 years and completed several workshops in
World Music Drumming. Melissa was inspired
by African music and was gracious to share her
knowledge and talent. She brought a variety
of musical instruments including 21 tubano
drums, gankogui bells and shekeres, which are
made from dried gourdes and beads.

The Clinton residents learned some new
songs by first chanting the words in rhythm
and then playing the beats on the drums.
They also practiced an exercise that involved
listening to a beat pattern played by Melissa
and then playing that same beat back to her.
As the residents became more confident with
the rhythms, the group split. Some played
drums, some played cymbals, and some played
shekeres. They learned their parts individually
and before the afternoon was over, they were
playing and singing multiple parts and rhythms
simultaneously. The rhythmic afternoon was a
huge success. Residents left with a lively beat in
their hearts and pep in their steps!
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This painting is a historically
accurate representation of the
event, including the faces of
all of the signers, except one
whose image is not known. He
is depicted facing away while
signing.
Dianne Culbertson, Clinton resident

Clinton resident Lois Wilson
Lois Wilson, and Elizabeth Morgan
was National Chairman of
pose with a copy of “The Signing of the
Constitution,” which was on display at the
Constitution Week for the
Clinton Community during September.
DAR for several years prior to
the Bicentennial. She led the
DAR’s effort to commission this painting and met with the artist at
his studio several times, as well as at the unveiling. For several years
afterward, she led the DAR’s successful effort to have a copy, such as
the one shown, placed in each of the 50 state supreme courthouses.
The original hangs in Independence Hall in Philadelphia.

Harbor View Women
Lead Retreat

Early one beautiful September
morning, six women from
the Presbyterian Women of
the Harbor View Church
in Charleston headed for
the Clinton Presbyterian
Community to lead the 5th
Members of the Harbor View Church’s
Annual Women’s Retreat.
Presbyterian Women and Clinton residents
at the 5th Annual Women’s Retreat.
There were devotions and Bible
study in the morning, and then
everyone gathered for lunch and fellowship. Following the meal, a
craft was made and the day ended with worship. The theme of the
retreat was “Only God Can Make a Tree.” The leaders were Carol
Pooser, Nancy Andrews, Tracy Conner, Sannie Cook, Linda Stewart
and Rossie Webber, all friends of Chaplain Debbie Johnson.

Above: Virginia Sides relaxes while Frances McSween
and Gin Jacobs enjoy the Sunny Sip-N-Social.

Staff member Hannah Taylor and residents Joan Murdoch
and Martha Simmons relax by the pool.

Above: Residents enjoyed
eating at Godfrey’s
Market as part of
their trip to Hodges.
Right: Residents visited
the historic Hodges
Presbyterian Church.

Below: Clinton residents made a road trip to have lunch
at the Grits and Groceries restaurant in
Belton, SC, which features Cajun,
Creole and Southern cuisine…
and a giant rooster!
Resident Joan Murdoch
displays her artistic side
with a watercolor painting.
Meredith Greene and Lucia Bryson enjoy the porch
at Grits and Groceries in Belton.
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Columbia
The old boardwalk in the midst
of the flood of October 2015.

At the House Divided event, the Clemson Tiger
gets a special kiss from 103 years-young
resident Jean Wattley, and
Christina White poses
with Clemson’s Tiger
and USC’s Cocky.

The rebuilt boardwalk, with a lovely
view of the Saluda River (inset).

Columbia
Community
Re-Dedicates Boardwalk

The Columbia Presbyterian Community sits on the banks of the
Saluda River. For years, the community enjoyed a boardwalk
that went all the way to the edge of the river. But when the
catastrophic flooding of October 2015 occurred, the boardwalk
was destroyed.
Fortunately, the boardwalk has been rebuilt, and it was rededicated this past summer during a brief ceremony. After the
ribbon cutting, residents and staff enjoyed refreshments at the
end of the boardwalk, which gives a wonderful view of the river.
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Mina Dexter gets a song and a hug, while Ron and Nancy
Jacobs relive yesteryear with special guest “Minnie Pearl.”

The Fruit Lady
by Leah Bond

The Columbia Community recently held an essay contest
called “Who’s Your PCSC Superhero?” Winner Leah Bond
works in the Cassels Health Care Center. Below is her beautiful
tribute to a beautiful lady.
Before I begin to tell you about “The Fruit Lady,” let me say
what a privilege it is to be able to care for and be surrounded by
the greatest generation ever. I admire and appreciate all of the
residents at the Columbia Presbyterian Community.
I have dubbed Mrs. Lydia Ropp “The Fruit Lady.” I guess I
should have told her this first. Anyone who knows Mrs. Ropp
knows of her gentle, sweet spirit. With that sweet spirit comes a
strong faith, or should I say with that strong faith comes a sweet
spirit? If you ask Mrs. Ropp, she will tell you, “Jesus made me
this way.” Mrs. Ropp knows what it means to abide in the vine
and she knows that, as the branch, it is not her job to produce
the fruit, but to bear it. Mrs. Ropp’s life bears much fruit because
she abides in the vine.
Many of us know that
Mrs. Ropp recently lost her
daughter of 72 years. Her
daughter, Biddie, would visit
often and call every day. I
would often overhear their
phone conversations between
mother and daughter with a
sincere sweetness I myself had
Staff member Leah Bond and
never known. The two of them
resident Lydia Ropp.
shared an incredible bond.
During her daughter’s illness and even the day of her death, Mrs.
Ropp stated how blessed she was to have had her daughter for all
these years. Biddie had been premature and the doctors told her
that she would not live to be an adult. Mrs. Ropp stated, “She
is God’s child and she’s now in His arms.” She continued to give
God the glory in her time of sorrow.
Her concerns are always for others. She cares for the staff as if
they were her own family and has a genuine interest in everyone
who cares for her. Even though her physical condition is not
what she desires, she continues to bless others each day through
her sweet spirit that echoes kindness and gratefulness!
“But the fruit of the spirit is love, joy, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.” Galatians 5:22

Faye Daniel
and Betty
McGregor
enjoy traveling
through the
Pinopolis Lock
that joins Lake
Moultrie to the
Cooper River.

Residents Enoy a
Visit to the Pinopolis
Dam and Lock

Residents from the Columbia Presbyterian
Community had a full day of history, adventure
and information recently in Moncks Corner. They
began with a casual lunch at Gilligan’s restaurant
at the dock before boarding the Fisheagle boat
tour. As they headed toward the Pinopolis Lock,
they enjoyed a relaxing, scenic ride through the
Tailrace Canal.
The Santee Cooper Project dammed the Santee
River around 1939, flooding nearly 175,000
acres. At the time, this was the largest earthmoving project ever undertaken. The Pinopolis
Dam and Lock is the tallest single-step lock in
North America (second tallest in the world).
The guide explained that without the Pinopolis
Lock, boaters would not be able to travel from
Lake Moultrie to the Cooper River because of
the difference in elevation between the bodies
of water. After entering the lock, the boat
was tethered to a floating platform within the
chamber and it began to rise 75 feet before
opening to the other side. Approximately 6
million gallons of water are released in the
descent.
It was a wonderful experience and everyone
expressed their amazement at the engineering and
hydrodynamics of the Pinopolis Dam and Lock.
The trip continued downstream to the headwaters
of the Cooper River and the ancient rice fields
on Wadboo Creek. The lovely fall weather made
it a perfect day for traveling and enjoying God’s
creation and our beautiful state! It was unanimous
that everyone had a great time!
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Florence

Matthew Mission

Hurricane Matthew left many areas in the Pee Dee
Region devastated. The residents at the Florence
Presbyterian Community braved
Pat Roberts, Lu Ussery,
the storm and found a way to
and
Phil and Joan Hart
help those in a local community
pose with items residents
in their time of need. Nichols,
donated for flood victims
a very small town of only
in Nichols, South
Carolina.
approximately 400 people, was
almost completely underwater
from the overflow of the Little Pee Dee and Lumber
Rivers. Florence Community residents collected bottled
water, canned food, clothes, cleaning supplies and more
to be delivered to those in need.
The Florence Presbyterian Community thanks the
Howe Springs Fire Department for graciously delivering
the donated items!

Above: Jesse Rogers, Pat
Roberts, Neal McLeod,
Sue Haigler, and Joan and
Phil Hart prepare to board
their boat. Right: Phil Hart
keeps a sharp, weather-eye
lookout on the voyage.

Gilligan Has Nothing
on Florence Residents

In October, residents of the Florence Community took
a voyage through the Pinopolis Locks out of Monck’s
Corner. On the way they had the opportunity to
see some wildlife (a bald eagle and a manatee). The
residents were amazed to see how tall the locks’ walls
were. Once the 40-foot pontoon boat entered the locks,
it was raised from five feet of water to 75 feet within
18 minutes. When they arrived on Lake Marion, the
residents were amazed how choppy the water was
compared to the calm river. Afterwards it took only half
of the time to get back to the river’s water level. The
residents certainly enjoyed their “Three Hour Tour!”

Ladies and Gentlemen, Start Your Engines…
NASCAR fever recently hit the Florence Community. Residents traveled by bus to the
Darlington Raceway to visit the museum (right) and the track that’s “Too Tough to
Tame.” The residents had the opportunity to take a leisurely, self-guided tour through the
museum. There they saw decades of different race cars, trophies and racing uniforms.

Afterwards, they got back on the activity bus with a representative from the track and got
to enter the track and drive through Pitt Row. The guide shared his seemingly unlimited
knowledge of NASCAR and answered all the questions the residents had. It is a real treat
to have such a historic racing landmark right in the Florence Community’s backyard.
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Neal McLeod takes the wheel on the way to
the Pinopolis Lock at Santee Cooper's Jefferies
Hydroelectric Station.
Firemen and residents at the donation delivery to the Howe Springs Fire Department
for victims of the flood in Nichols, SC.

Residents enjoy
sorting Halloween
candy for trick or
treaters.

Above: Race Day participants Morgan and Helen Coker are ready for their shot at 1st place,
while Phil and Joan Hart show their winnings from the 2016 PCSC Golf Cart Time Trails.
Left: Resident Neal McLeod and staff member Alicia Sisco
have fun celebrating Assisted Living Week.
Right: Woody Woods is loving Talk-Like-a-Pirate-Day!
Below: Residents and visitors enjoy fellowship
and an outdoor table at Oktoberfest.
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Foothills
Residents Travel Back
to Medieval Times

The Foothills Community recently held a Medieval
Dinner. When residents walked in the dining room
they were announced by Chaplain Joseph Gaston.
They were then taken to a room for photos and a
cocktail hour followed. The entire dining room was
decorated to look like “Medieval times,” and the
event even included sword fighters. Residents Gilbert
and Carolyn Harvill were voted King and Queen,
and are pictured with Wellness Director Joy Hill and
her husband, Cameron, in the center.

Midway
Presbyterian
Fundraiser
Benefits Foothills

Foothills Chaplain Joseph
Gaston Commissioned

Joseph Gaston was formally commissioned as Chaplain at the Foothills
Retirement Community during a Vespers service in September. Those
who participated that evening were (above, left to right) the Rev. Erin
Gaston Morgan (South Aiken Presbyterian and daughter of Joseph), the
Rev. David Howell (Second
Presbyterian – Spartanburg),
the Rev. Rose Nance (Salem
Presbyterian), the Rev.
Mashon Nance (Salem
Presbyterian), the Rev. Dr.
Christie Seeny Gravely (Easley
Presbyterian), the Rev. Dr.
Franklin Fant (Presbyterian
Communities of South
Carolina), Mrs. Karen Nichols Doggone good friends … Gary Rhinesmith enjoys
playing with Lexie, beloved pet of Foothill’s
(Foothills Community
Wellness Director, Joy Hill. Bob and Beth
Administrator), and the Rev.
Wilkinson enjoy a moment by the fireplace with
Sage, who belongs to Joy’s sister.
Dr. Joseph Gaston.
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In September, Midway Presbyterian
Church of Anderson, SC, held a barbeque
fundraiser and generously donated the
proceeds to be used for The Chapel at
Foothills. Their gift was used to cover the
cost of one of the Communion chairs in
the chapel and to purchase a number of
large print Bibles. PCSC is very grateful
for the dedication of churches like
Midway that do so much to support its
ministry.

Left to right: Midway Presbyterian Church pastor the
Rev. Dr. John McCallum, Midway member Larry
Kolwalski, his brother and Foothills resident the Rev.
Dr. Stanley Kowalski, and Chaplain Joseph Gaston.

Foothills residents visited the Sierra Nevada Brewery in Asheville (above),
and another group headed out for a hike at Chimney Rock (left).

Be Baas (left) paints her treasure box as part of the Foothills
Community’s celebration of Talk-Like-A-Pirate Day, and
Eleanor Barker (right) shows off her fall tree painting.

Residents visited Strawberry
Hill in Chesnee.They enjoyed
a hayride, fed cows, and saw
other farm animals. They
also shared a picnic lunch,
including homemade ice
cream. They returned home
with pumpkins which they
later decorated. Right: Randy Kowalski feeds
one of the cows at Strawberry Hill while on a hayride.

Congratulations to the winners of the
Foothills Community Spelling Bee:
Ginny McLean (1st), Jim Brice (2nd) and Barbara Stuckey (3rd).
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Summerville
Village Nurse Receives
AHA Award

DHEC Bestows Life
Enrichment Award

The Village at Summerville was recently awarded the
Spirit of Caring award by South Carolina’s Department
of Health and Environmental Control. Retirement
communities around the state submitted programs
they use to promote life
enrichment with their
Village staff and residents with
the Spirit of Caring award.
residents. Those programs
Pictured
left to right are JoAnne
chosen for the Spirit of
McAfee (Life Enrichment staff),
Caring award represent
resident volunteer Harriett
“best practices” state-wide.
DaSilva, Karmen Quakenbush

Mary Guillaume, Registered Nurse and Staff
Development Coordinator at The Village of
Summerville, has been honored with the American
Heart Association’s Heartsaver Award for her recent
heroic effort to save a life. Only two individuals are
selected each year for this honor. PCSC is proud to
have Mary as a part of the team at The Village and
grateful that her talent as
a nurse and her dedication
to her profession were
acknowledged.
Mary Guillaume with Butch
Bumgardner, CPR instructor
with Emergency Response
Training, who presented the
Heartsaver Award to her.

(Director of Life Enrichment),

The Village’s entry was
Malorie Igo (Life Enrichment
staff) and resident volunteer,
called “Cooking with
George LoPresti.
Meaning.” This program
involves a comprehensive process of residents growing
food, such as tomatoes and basil, then using these and
other ingredients in recipes. They then enjoy the pleasure
of eating what has been made. Under the program,
residents have made peach pie, cookies, pesto and
hummus.
While the program is targeted to residents in memory
care, independent and assisted living residents also
participate as volunteer helpers. The program continues
to operate each Friday, though as the weather cools the
recipes depend less on what can be grown at The Village.
Congratulations to the Life Enrichment staff of The
Village for DHEC’s recognition of their excellent work!
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“Air Show” at the Village

The Village had a packed room for a flight
demonstration in July featuring birds of prey. The
Center for Birds of Prey, located in Awendaw, SC,
visited the community and gave an educational program
that included flight demonstrations with birds that have
been rescued by the organization. Residents were able to
experience the beauty of these birds up close.
Later, a group of residents took a trip to Awendaw to
The Center for Birds of Prey. The visit included another
flight demonstration and a tour of the facilities, allowing
residents to learn more about the Center’s mission and
care for these important birds.

Village Residents Win Art Prizes at Fair

Congratulations to several residents of The Village at Summerville who recently won prizes for their artwork at the
Coastal Carolina Fair. Winners included:
George LoPresti		
				

1st place for Ocean Mosaic
1st Place for Pumpkin Mosaic

Lambert Mills		

2nd Place for Recycled Art Flag

JoAnne McAfee		
and the Ceramics Group

1st & 2nd place for Fish Ceramics

Bobbie Hennet		

1st Place for Beaded Necklaces

JoAnne McAfee and		
Assisted Living Residents

2nd Place for Sunburst Mosaic

Ronald Jacoby put on his uniform as
part of the celebration of Veterans Day at The Village.
PCSC is thankful for all our residents and staff
who have faithfully served our nation.

The Village at Summerville didn’t skip a beat
during Hurricane Matthew. Residents were
able to pass the time during the storm while
getting their nails done or having some fun
with noodle-cize! Top left: Beatrice Henise
gets a manicure. Above: Residents exercise
using swim noodles. Left: Clif Green with his
adorable pup, Barkley.

Mix & Fla-Mingle!

Every month, The Village holds a “Mix & Mingle” party to introduce new residents.
August was not the typical party, though. This one was a “Mix & Fla-Mingle!”
Residents enjoyed having the flamingo-themed party, which included a delicious
pink punch, pink cookies, cocktail shrimp and many other tasty foods.

Left to right: Betty Luhn,
Dick and Alice Wooden,
Hazel Montgomery and
volunteer Faith Sellars.

19

Non-Profit Org.
US Postage

PAID

Columbia, SC
Permit No. 496

Management Services Office
2817 Ashland Road
Columbia, SC 29210

Contact Us To Learn More About Presbyterian Communities:
Clinton Presbyterian Community

Foothills Retirement Community

801 Musgrove Street • Clinton, SC 29325
(864) 833-5190 • Toll-free 1-866-315-4721
ClintonMarketing@PresHomeSC.org

205 Bud Nalley Drive • Easley, SC 29642
(864) 859-3367 • Toll-free 1-866-315-4724
FoothillsMarketing@PresHomeSC.org

Columbia Presbyterian Community

The Village at Summerville

700 DaVega Drive • Lexington, SC 29073
(803) 796-8700 • Toll-free 1-866-315-4722
ColumbiaMarketing@PresHomeSC.org

Florence Presbyterian Community

2350 W. Lucas Street • Florence, SC 29501
(843) 665-2222 • Toll-free 1-866-315-4723
FlorenceMarketing@PresHomeSC.org

201 W. 9th North Street • Summerville, SC 29483
(843) 873-2550 • Toll-free 1-866-315-4725
SummervilleMarketing@PresHomeSC.org

Management Services Office

2817 Ashland Road • Columbia, SC 29210
(803) 772-5885 • Toll-free 1-888-842-4855
Info@PresHomeSC.org

www.PresHomeSC.org

We also offer Community
Connections electronically!
To receive your copy by email, please send your name,
mailing address and email address to info@preshomesc.org.
You may also contact us at that email address to be removed
from our mailing list.

