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A Special Day That Comes Around Once a Year
Mother’s Day is a time we set aside to remember and thank the mothers who have given so much to us.  If we are 
blessed to have our mothers still alive, we try to spend time with them, make a phone call, or send a gift.  These gestures 
often seem small in the light of how much most of our mothers have done for us.  But we make them just the same, 
simply because we need to show our gratitude and remembrance in some way.

Associated with Mother’s Day, South Carolina Presbyterians have a long tradition of eagerly and generously supporting 
the PCSC Mother’s Day Offering.  Whether taken up during Sunday worship or mailed in individually, the Mother’s Day 
Offering has been a special way of remembering and caring for older adults for over two generations.

Sometimes a person is blessed with a long life that outstrips what he or she diligently saved.  As part of our ministry, PCSC 
has a long-standing commitment to ensure that seniors whose resources are depleted while living with us can remain 
with us.  Imagine the peace of mind that one of them feels upon hearing that his or her needs have been provided for.

Our seniors are not the only ones blessed by this commitment.  Their families are blessed to know that their loved ones 
will continue to be loved and looked after.  Further, our staff members are blessed because they can continue to serve 
these seniors to whom they have grown so attached.

The cost of this commitment is significant.  Last year, PCSC spent over $1.5 million on charitable care for seniors whose 
savings were exhausted.  We expect to spend as much or more this year.  That’s why the Mother’s Day Offering is 
so important.  It is a key piece of the puzzle of how to fund this care.  And it is an important way that Presbyterian 
churches, their members, and other individuals help share the burden of those who worked and served so well in their 
younger years.  All of this is to say that providing charitable care is not just PCSC’s ministry.  Through the Mother’s Day 
Offering and other generous contributions, it is a ministry of our churches and supporting individuals.

We hope that you will join with us in making a contribution through the Mother’s Day Offering.  If your church collects 
the offering, please be sure and participate on Sunday, May 10.  If it does not participate, we hope that you will 
encourage participation next year.  And if you would like to make a contribution to the Mother’s Day Offering directly, 
you can make one using the envelope enclosed.

Mother’s Day Card Features Florence Resident
Mrs. Emma Louise Donald (E.L.C. Donald) is a graduate 
of Virginia Commonwealth University with a bachelor’s 
degree in Fine Arts.  Mrs. Donald began her career as 
the first public school art teacher in Darlington County 
in 1950, followed by spending several years as a 
commercial artist in New York City.  Returning to the 
south, she embraced watercolor as her medium.  She 
continued her art studies in Glasgow, Scotland, and the 
University of South Carolina.  
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From the CEO

Katherine R. Ligon

OUR MISSION
We Are a Compassionate Christian Ministry
Dedicated to Enriching the Quality of Life

For Seniors of All Faiths.

One of the greatest strengths of Presbyterian Communities is the people who 
work here and the relationships that are formed, both with fellow team members 
and residents.  These are long lasting and genuine friendships.

Within the past couple of months, this fact has been especially evident.  On 
two consecutive Saturdays, memorial services were held – one for the former 
administrator of one of our Communities, whom we were honored to serve, and 
the other for a former administrator of two of our Communities.

The number of current and former team members attending these services was 
truly remarkable.  Former employees of PCSC traveled across the state to be with 
friends and their families during a time of grief.  Even with the sadness, everyone 

was glad to see each other and give hugs of support.

This network of people includes those who have been leaders at Presbyterian Communities for many years.  
Although some have retired, the connection is still strong and the commitment to each other is evident.

These relationships were formed through a common mission of serving residents at Presbyterian Communities.  
And I believe that is a major part of what makes this ministry strong and quite special.  Today’s team 
members and those who have previously served are connected to one other through their dedication to 
enrich the quality of life for seniors.

We see evidence of this often each and every day in our Communities with current employees.  But when 
you witness former leaders and team members still just as committed to each other and the mission, it is a 
vivid reminder of the rich legacy those of us who work today have received from those who have worked 
in earlier years.

Some retired team members regularly gather for a meal together and are joined by current team members.  
The friendships are strong and common values are shared.

The continuity and commitment of capable and caring people throughout the years have strengthened this 
organization.  The residents we serve have benefited from them.  

We are indeed blessed to receive the legacy of such a compassionate and caring network of people, and to 
see it still in action today.  

In this issue…
Page 3 Foundation News
Page 4-10 Community Highlights
Page 11 Our Leadership
Page 12-15 Celebrating Life!
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PCSC AMbASSADORS GAThER FOR 2015 MEETINGS

The Rev. Dr. Franklin Fant recently joined Presbytery Communities of SC as the new Director 
of Foundation Services and Church Relations.  But while he is new to the management staff, 
he is not new to PCSC.  At the end of last year, Franklin completed nine years of service on the 
PCSC Board of Trustees, which included serving on, as well as chairing, the Board’s Finance 
and Audit Committees.  “During my time on the Board, I was very gratified to witness and to 
participate in some remarkable developments in our ministry,” he said.  “PCSC is in a position 
of strength and is now poised to deepen and enhance its ministry to older adults across all five 
campuses.  I am very grateful to those I served with on the Board over the years for all they 
have done to support and guide PCSC.”

Franklin joins the management staff after concluding almost 11 years of service as the Pastor 
of Seven Oaks Presbyterian Church in Columbia, SC.  “The decision to leave pastoral ministry 
was not an easy one,” he shared, “but with prayer and reflection it became very clear to me that this was God’s plan 
for the next phase of my ministry.”

Franklin is very excited about the opportunity to serve PCSC, its residents, and supporting churches in his new capacity.  
“Presbyterian Communities has such a rich history of serving older adults and enhancing their lives,” he said.  “Both 
through church members and through my own family members, I have seen just how much blessing PCSC brings to its 
residents.  And I know how much peace of mind our ministry gives to their families when they see how well we care 
for those they love.”

Prior to entering the ministry, Franklin had a long and varied career in finance and accounting.  He has worked in 
accounting and consulting for Arthur Andersen & Co. in Columbia and KPMG, LLP in Washington, DC.  He has also 
served as Assistant Professor of Finance at the University of New Hampshire, and was a Visiting Scholar at the Securities 
and Exchange Commission where he worked in the Division of Economic Analysis.  He holds a B.S. in Financial 
Management from Clemson University, a Ph. D. in finance from Florida State University, and an M. Div. from Columbia 
Theological Seminary.

A native of Columbia, Franklin is a cradle Presbyterian, having been baptized and raised at Shandon Presbyterian 
Church.  He is married to the former Christi Harley of Spartanburg.  They have three children:  Mary Harley, a senior 
at Presbyterian College, Luke, a junior at Clemson, and Tate, a senior at Dutch Fork High School.

Presbyterian Communities’ Ambassadors serve an important role as liaisons 
between PCSC and local congregations.  Once a year in the Spring, PCSC holds 
a series of five meetings at our communities across the state to connect with 
our Ambassadors (one for each of the five presbyteries).  This is a time when 
management staff update the Ambassadors on changes and improvements to 
PCSC’s older adult ministry, as well as prepare them to promote the Mother’s 
Day Offering in their churches.

This year, the meeting format was changed to gather 
feedback and ideas from the Ambassadors.  After brief presentations from management, the 
Ambassadors enjoyed a delicious meal prepared by each community’s dining services.  PCSC 
personnel then engaged the Ambassadors in a casual, guided conversation as they dined together.

These conversations resulted in a number of new insights into how PCSC can best support the 
Ambassadors and communicate with churches and their members about our ministry.  The new 
format was well-received, and everyone seemed to enjoy the two-way sharing of information.  
PCSC is grateful to our Ambassadors for taking the time to attend these meetings and for all they 
do to support the seniors in our communities.

FOUNDATION NEWS
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What began two years ago, has now continued and grown as another 
group of 18 students from Trident Technical College came and worked 
with residents in the healthcare center as part of their Occupational 
Therapy Assistant Training Program. The students came for one week 
in groups of 2 to 4 with a set agenda and worked with residents doing 
activities like making story books, playing trivia, doing crafts and 
reminiscing!   According to Joanne McAfee, Life Enrichment 
Coordinator, both residents and students get so much out of 
the interaction.  Interestingly enough, some of the students 
have come to work at The Village at Summerville after 
completing the program!   

Louise Guy at The Village at Summerville spearheaded the Library 
Board Committee‘s Book Talk by Patrick Harwood, a local author and 
photographer.  Mr. Howard gave a PowerPoint presentation of his 
book, In the Arms of Angels.  The book is a compilation of pictures 
of Charleston’s Magnolia Cemetery and 
stories of the people buried there.  

Congratulations to Susan Rogers on the happy day of her retirement! On 
Monday, March 30, 2015 we celebrated her special moment remembering all her 
accomplishments and what an impact she has made here at 
The Village at Summerville.  Susan served as Life Enrichment 
Director during her later years, but earlier served as our Unit 
Secretary for HCC 1, then as Social Services Assistant for our 
Assisted Living community Her journey began on January 1, 
2001, meaning she has served the residents and staff for 14 
years. We know that she will truly be missed by the residents 
and staff, but  knowing  that she will be beginning a new 
chapter  in life we all truly wish her well and happiness!

VILLAGE AT SUMMERVILLE

Patrick with his book,
In the Arms of Angels

Louise Guy with Patrick Harwood
Residents enjoying the presentation
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The Foothills Retirement Community rung out the old and rang 
in the new with a New Year’ Eve party. Residents from all areas 
of the community and family members came together for a 
party extravaganza. They enjoyed music, food, and 
champagne, along with a kiss or two!

Myrta Hall from the Pride Unit  recently accompanied Charlie (the 
Pride Unit’s dog) on a trip to the vet, along with Brittney Grant (Life 
Enrichment). Mrs. Hall was so excited to go, as she was a dog breeder 
in her earlier years. She has a passion for animals, especially dogs. 
She petted every dog she saw and had a smile from ear to ear the 
entire time. Mrs. Hall took the lead as Charlie’s “owner” and pointed 
out everything about his health. On the way home Mrs. Hall thanked 
Brittney for taking her. She also asked, “Do we have to go back 
right now?”  It made Brittney so happy to know how much the trip 
brightened Mrs. Hall’s day!   

The space is set aside, the plans are drawn, and the 
bulk of the funds have been raised.  So everyone 
associated with the Foothills Community is naturally 
asking, “How much longer until we can break ground 
on the new chapel?”

We are all thankful for the improvement in the economy.  
However, this blessing for our state has resulted in 
a downside for the chapel project, as it has caused 
construction costs to rise significantly.  We have re-
estimated the cost to build the new chapel at $901,000.  
Generous gifts continue to come in, following the 
lead gift of Mr. John Ford.  As of April 9, pledges and 
contributions to the chapel totaled almost $842,000, 
leaving about $59,000 to be raised.  We are happy to 
report that interest in the chapel remains high, and both 
staff and friends of PCSC continue to work towards 
making the chapel a reality.

Because we can’t say for sure exactly when we will have 
raised the last few dollars, we can’t say definitively when 

we will break ground.  But we can say, “Not long, now!”  
If you would like to be a part of raising the worship space 
for the Foothills Community, you may send a donation 
or two-year pledge to the Management Services Offices 
address on the back page.  

Naming opportunities still exist for the sound system 
with hearing loop ($20,000), landscaping ($10,000), 
3 upholstered chancel chairs ($5,000 each), and the 
baptismal font ($2,500).  Please contact Franklin Fant, 
Director of Foundations Services and Church Relations, 
at (888) 842-4855 if you have questions about the 
campaign for the chapel at Foothills.

FOOThILLS

ThE ChAPEL AT FOOThILLS:
hOW MUCh LONGER UNTIL WE GET ThERE?
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Staff is an essential element to Presbyterian 
Communities.  On Thursday, February 19, 
2015, a retirement social was held for one of 
those essential elements from The Florence 
Community.  The Reverend Dr. John Parks, 
the Community Chaplain for the last four 
years and the first Chaplin for The Florence 
Community, reached the milestone of 
retirement.  Dr. Parks has been such an 
asset to the Community and will be greatly 

missed by both residents and staff.  Residents 
and staff alike know that the Lord has a plan for John 

after his retirement.  We dearly hope that plan includes traveling with his 
wife, hunting, fishing and much more.  Congratulations, Dr. Parks on the next 
chapter in your life.  

The Francis Marion University Softball Team hosted a 
Senior Prom for Senior Citizens from around the Florence 
area.  The prom was held on the Francis Marion University 
Campus in the Smith University Center.  Residents from the 
Florence Presbyterian Community enjoyed a night of dancing, 
reminiscing, making new friends, and snacking on yummy 
refreshments. 

Residents and softball 
players alike shook 
a leg and enjoyed 
the night of music, 
fellowship, and fun.  
Thank you Francis 
Marion University 
softball players for a 
wonderful event!

FLORENCE COMMUNITY

Betty Rhame with Dr. Parks

Lawrence Copeland

Pat Huggins and Sammie Wilhite

Clyde Brigman

Macy Turner and Dr. John Parks
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First Presbyterian Church of Clinton hosted a Valentine’s Day tea 
for the ladies at the Clinton Community. Pretty flowers, red hearts, 
sweet treats and great friends made for a wonderful combination! 
The room was buzzing with conversation and cheerful laughter as 
each attendee greeted old friends and met new acquaintances.  A 
wide array of delicious scones, pastries, cucumber sandwiches, 
chocolate dipped strawberries and several special, life-long 
recipes of cheese straws and biscuits filled the trays for each lady’s 
choosing. It was truly an intergenerational event as residents, 
Presbyterian College students, church members and young 
daughters came together to enjoy the afternoon.

For many years, The Reverend 
Dr. Russell Dean has been 
sharing his beautiful tenor 
voice with the residents of the 
Clinton Presbyterian Community 
during February as he performs 
“LOVEly” songs. This annual 
tradition began 39 years ago 
while he was pastor at Clinton 
First Baptist Church. He was 
accompanied on piano by his 
talented daughter, Adair Rogers. 

First Presbyterian Pastor Jeri Perkins with
Annave McWaters and Frances Powell

Russell Dean with his daughter, Adair Rogers
Francis Womack with Russell Dean 

and Beverly Womack

Frances Powell with PC student
Minhanh Pham

First Presbyterian member Jen Jacobs serves 
resident Wynn Wilbanks

CLINTON COMMUNITY
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The Columbia Community celebrated Mardi Gras 
in a big way this year.  A special meal was served to 
get us started with some down home, New Orleans-
style food at lunch time.  Then came the big parade 
led by guest entertainer, Bob Milcalski, playing 
“When the Saints Go Marching In” followed 
by Frazier Jackson steering the Mardi Gras float 
(decorated by residents) and a whole gang of 
Mardi Gras partyers.  After a wine and cheese 
party with more music, 
laughter and fellowship, we 

were served 
the traditional 
pancake supper.  
A good time was 
had by all. 

Shandon Presbyterian Church hosted a tea at 
the Columbia Community in conjunction with 
Shandon’s annual Preston Weekend for Spiritual 
Enrichment.  This year’s invited speaker for the 
Preston Weekend was Veeda Javaid, who is the 
Executive Director of the Presbyterian Education 
Board (PEB) of Pakistan.  With a heritage that goes 
back over 150 years, the PEB of Pakistan seeks 
to provide high quality education to children of 
all religious backgrounds.  The centerpiece of its 
ministry is the school system it operates, which 
ranges from primary through secondary levels.

During the tea, Mrs. Javaid met with Columbia 
Community residents and others in attendance and 
conversed with them about the work and ministry 
of the PEB.  She shared stories of how she has seen 
God at work in the PEB schools and told of how 
its schools are recognized in Pakistan for the high 
quality of education they provide.   Mrs. Javaid 
was accompanied by Mrs. Margy Trimble, who is a 

director of Friends of PEB, a US-based organization 
that supports and promotes the work of the PEB of 
Pakistan.

We are grateful to have had this opportunity to hear 
about the PEB and Mrs. Javaid’s work in Pakistan. 
We pray God continues to work through her and her 
organization.

COLUMbIA COMMUNITY

MARDI GRAS  

OASIS OF hOPE 

Let the parade begin!

Whose that behind 
those Mardi Gras

glasses? Could it be 
Frazier Jackson?

King & Queen 
Joe and Lodi 

Williams

Pictured above: Trish Sargeant (Shandon member), Veeda Javaid (PEB), Norma Schwinn (Resident &
Shandon member) Margy Trimble (PEB), and Mena Dexter (Resident & Shandon member)

Abby Poulton & 
Rebecca Richardson Betty McGregor
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Presbyterian Communities of South Carolina remembers two former Administrators who recently passed 
away.  

Upon retirement from the U.S. Air Force, Colonel Lykes henderson returned home to Clinton, and served 
as the Administrator of Frampton Hall.  He then led both Frampton Hall and the Clinton Community.  
Mr. Henderson died on August 30, 2014.  His wife, Susan, and a sister, Carolyn, both live at the Clinton 
Community.

The Reverend Dr. Walter hickman first came to Presbyterian Communities to serve as the Administrator 
of the Florence Community.  He then relocated to serve as the Administrator of The Village at Summerville.  
Dr. Hickman died on February 2, 2015. His wife, Joyce, is living in Summerville, and his son, Walt, is the 
Administrator of the Florence Community.  

Both Mr. Henderson and Dr. Hickman provided strong leadership and excellent service to the residents 
and to this organization.  

Heather Liafsha, RN, 
MHA, CMC has joined 
Presbyterian Communities 
of SC in the Management 
Services Office as the 
Director of Residential 
Services. In this new role, 
Heather will work closely 

with all departments in the organization and serve 
as the focal point for compliance, quality of care 
enhancement, performance improvement activities, 
and operational and financial performance of the 
Residential Assisted Living and Vital Living programs.

Heather has over 26 years in the nursing field, with 
most of that time spent focusing on and specializing 
in senior care. She received her BSN from Spalding 
University in Louisville, KY, and her Master’s Degree 
in Health Administration from the University of 
South Carolina. Heather owned Homecare Solutions 
Unlimited, a private in-home care company, for 
seven years before selling it to move on to other 
endeavors. Heather is also nationally certified as a 

Professional Geriatric Care Manager. She has worked 
in hospice, specialty infusion, orthopedics, and most 
recently in Health Regulations with DHEC. She has 
been a community leader, serving on the advisory 
boards of the South Carolina Women’s Business 
Center and South University Health Management 
Program. In 2008, Heather was recognized by the 
Columbia Business Journal as one of Columbia’s Top 
20 under 40. This coveted award recognizes the best 
and brightest young business leaders in the Midlands.

“I am thrilled to be a part of Presbyterian 
Communities of SC where I can continue to  pursue 
my passion of delivering high quality care to our 
seniors through our Vital Living Home Care Services 
and Residential Assisted Living programs,” she states.

Born and raised in New Albany, Indiana, Heather 
has lived in South Carolina for the last 18 years. She 
currently lives in Lexington, SC with her 13 year old 
twins, Hailey and Hayden, and several dogs, cats, 
and fish.

IN OUR ThOUGhTS AND PRAYERS

CONGRATULATIONS!!!

COMMUNITY hIGhLIGhTS
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Presbyterian Communities continues to add 
accommodations through construction to meet 
increased demand.  Building projects are moving 
steadily along at two communities, and planning 
work is being done to make ready for construction 
at a third community.

Florence: Great 
progress has been 
made toward the 
completion of 
the new, skilled 
nursing addition.  
25 new residences 
(private rooms 
with private baths) 

will be added to serve those needing post-acute/
rehabilitation services.  This also represents a 
wonderful opportunity to serve the larger Florence 
area, since Medicare services will be available for 
both residents and non-residents alike.

The structure of the new wing is in place and 
the Medicare application has been made.  Work 
continues to paint the walls, install flooring, and 

hang lighting.  If 
things continue to 
progress according 
to plan, these 
new residences 
should be ready for 
occupancy by mid-
summer.

Foothills:  Work to construct a new, 12-residence 
independent living addition is in earlier stages, but is 
moving along.  Grading of the site is finished.  The 
underground electrical and plumbing work has also 
been completed and the slab was just poured in April.

These 1 and 2 bedroom units have been designed 
with open floor plans and a complete set of 
amenities, including full kitchens, washers and 

dryers, covered 
patios, and 
balconies.  Custom 
packages are also 
available to allow 
new residents 
to upgrade their 
selected apartment.  
We are looking for these apartments to be available 
for move-in during the fourth quarter of 2015.

A number of people have already made deposits 
on these apartments giving them “right of first 
refusal.”  If you would like to get more information 
about these residences or inquire about making 
your own deposit, please call Donna Owens at 
(866) 315-4724.

The next project in line at Foothills is to build a 
new memory care unit.  Approval to build has 
been given by DHEC, and PCSC is in the process 
of arranging terms and specifications with the 
contractor.

Summerville:  Redevelopment planning continues 
at The Village at Summerville, which includes 
expanding onto new land adjacent to the current 
facilities.  In our continuing work with consultants 
and financial advisors, it became clear that a new, 
90-accomodation health care building represented 
The Village’s greatest present need.  We have thus 
moved this piece of the redevelopment to the top of 
the list.  Once this is in place, the current healthcare 
building will be torn down to make way for new 
memory care residences.  We also continue to 
explore expansion opportunities for independent 
living at Summerville.

COMMUNITY hIGhLIGhTS

bUILDING PROGRESS REPORTS
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2015 Presbyterian Communities of SC
board of Trustees

Rev. Dr. John C. Brearley, Chair
Dr. Stacey VanPelt Brennan, Vice Chair

Mrs. Rosemary F. Bailes
Mr. James E. Brogdon, Jr.
Mr. George L. Corbin, Jr.

Mr. Mark Clary
Rev. Dr. Bruce E. Ford

Mrs. Robin Langston Gorman
Mr. Wally Graves

Dr. Allen F. McCutchen, Secretary
Mr. Julian Nexsen, Jr.
Rev. Dr. Mike Shelton

Rev. Dr. J. Eric Skidmore

2015 SC Presbyterian
Retirement Communities Foundation

board of Directors

Rev. Dr. Mike Shelton, Chair
Mrs. Robin Langston Gorman
Mr. William F. (Bick) Halligan

Mr. G.B. (Bud) Nalley
Rev. Dr. J. Eric Skidmore

OUR LEADERShIP
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CELEbRATING LIFE!

PC Senior student Matt Jones with Dale Spears,
Betty Harris, and Janice Stroud at the Clinton Community

Valentine’s Celebration at the Village at Summerville

Santa with Clinton resident Marie HurtFoothills residents Kitty Chastain

Florence residents Joan Rinehart, Phil Hart,
and Pat Roberts ready for 2015

Florence First Church Ladies ensemble
at the Florence Community

Florence resident Pat Huggins with ElvisColumbia residents visiting Lake Lanier, NC—
Harriet Plowden, Faye Daniel, Nancy Humphreys,

Sally Gant, and Jessie Hallman



13www.preshomesc.orgCommunity Connections, Spring 2015

Columbia residents staying active during strength training class

Summerville residents Joyce Bagwell and Mary Ratliff
at work on their paintings

First Presbyterian Church, Clinton Pastor Reverend Jerri Perkins with
Clinton resident Betty Harris at the Valentine tea party

Florence resident Phil Hart

Columbia resident Jean Weldon,
enjoying a Valentine’s Brunch

Florence residents show off their Mardi Gras masks

Children from SC Christian Dance Theater made Valentines
to hand out to residents at the Columbia Community

Summerville residents Bob and Donna Glisson, Mimi Kornahrens, 
Dr. Birch Rambo, Wylma Wates, Bess Lawton, Davis Lever,

Myrtle Myrick, Lou Meyers, and the boat Captain.
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CELEbRATING LIFE!

Columbia resident Charlotte Miller Foothills resident Dorothy Vedder with
Jade and Lulu

Columbia residents Harriet Plowden, Anne Waltz &
Mena Dexter enjoy a Valentine’s Brunch

Dot Burrows and Florence Jessen at the Fall Art Show

Clinton Residents Doug Vaughan and Charles Coker with
Carol Roosevelt entertaining at the Winter Wonderland Dinner

Foothills resident Ruth Barnett with her son, Ed Barnett

Walt Hickman, Administrator at the Florence 
Community enjoying in some fun!

Wear Red Day at The Clinton Community to bring awareness to Heart Disease

CELEbRATING LIFE!
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Columbia resident Mac Martin visits with one of the Dancers from the Christian 
Dance Academy before their performance at the Columbia Community.

Dina Hair with Joan and Strut Murdoch 
at the Clinton Community

John Parks and Joyce Hazlip at the Florence Community

Columbia residents Hugh and 
Nather Gray

The Foothills community visits The Cove

Summerville resident Angelina West celebrating her birthday.

Mother and daughter Anna Howell and Pat Huggins
make Mardi Gras masks at the Florence Community
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