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New Website Launched

P

resbyterian Communities of South Carolina recently
strengthened its online presence with the launch of a new,
enhanced website at the end of February:

www.PresCommunities.org

Director of Marketing Elizabeth Beutel led the upgrade of the
website in an effort that stretched over many months and required
detailed input from dozens of staff members across the organization.
G5, a website design firm with expertise in the senior living field, was
engaged to provide industry-specific guidance and help ensure the look
and functionality of the website would meet and exceed users’ needs.
The result has been well-worth the investment, as the new website provides a
greater breadth and depth of information for an expanded group of users. On the
new website, information for potential residents, donors, churches, and potential
employees is well-organized and easy to find.
Specific features contained in this new site include:
• A screen view that adapts as appropriate to both desktop computers and
mobile devices such as tablets and smart phones.
• Community-specific webpages that provide pricing, floor plans, campus
maps and photos.
• A number of pages that provide information on supporting PCSC’s
mission, including volunteer opportunities and a donation page that
accepts debit and credit cards.
• A page for potential employees to learn about opportunities and obtain an
application form.
• Pages that share PCSC’s history, its values and current leadership.
Future planned enhancements include an employee portal where staff members may
log in to obtain important, job-related information.
“The best way to experience everything the website provides is to simply dive in,”
says Elizabeth. “We are encouraging everyone to do just that, so they can explore and
learn about all the great things PCSC offers.”
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From The Chief Executive Officer

Church Relations:
A Unique and Important Partnership

O

        ur name, Presbyterian Communities of South
Carolina, plainly indicates that we are a churchrelated ministry. But when we talk about church
relationships at PCSC, what do we really mean?
And why are church relations so important that we
even have a leadership position that is responsible for
“church relations?”
Presbyterian churches in South Carolina founded this
ministry almost 60 years ago! But church relations
encompasses so much more than simply a historical
fact about our origins. As a faith-based ministry,
we have a precious, ongoing relationship with our
churches.
In fact, that relationship is a reciprocal one. While we
proudly serve seniors of all faiths, it is our privilege
to serve a very large number of Presbyterians. PCSC’s
communities continue to be viewed by many
churches and their members as “our place” – a place
that Presbyterians feel a special connection to as
“home” for their older members who come to us to
keep living their lives to the fullest.
Churches and their members continue to be vigorous
supporters of our ministry to this day. Churches
include PCSC in their church budgets to support
charitable care. They collect the Mother’s Day
Offering each year. They send volunteer groups to
our communities and hold special events. They pray
for our residents and staff. Their ministers preach at
the Sunday worship services that take place at every

community. They hold
Women’s Circle meetings at
the communities for the sake
of residents.
Church members also
remember Presbyterian
Communities in their estate
planning by establishing
planned gifts that leave
substantial assets to this
ministry. Knowing that residents will benefit from
these gifts provides a meaningful legacy for each donor.
PCSC also gives back by serving as a resource for our
churches. We are particularly well-suited to make
church presentations, participate in educational events,
and hold workshops. We host events for church groups
and give tours and meals when they visit.
The PCSC Ambassador program is another important
(and unique) aspect of the special relationship we
have with Presbyterian churches. The Ambassadors
are church representatives who serve as liaisons
between their churches and PCSC, keeping pastors
and congregations apprised of the news of our
Communities and new opportunities available to
church members.
As you can see, church relations is a very rich, very
special feature of PCSC. It is not just about our
historical roots, but also about the vibrant interactions
that continue to this day as we participate in a two-way
ministry with our churches.
To the pastors and congregations who have shared with
PCSC, we thank you, and pray that our continued
partnerships will be nourished for the benefit of seniors
far into the future.

Our Mission:
We are a compassionate Christian ministry dedicated to
enriching the quality of life for seniors of all faiths.
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         Kathy Ligon, President and CEO

Foundation Report

Mother’s Day Card Features
Art by Ellen Davis

T

his year’s Mother’s Day Card features a painting by J. Ellen Davis, a former
   resident of The Foothills Retirement Community. Although she was an
accomplished artist, Mrs. Davis particularly enjoyed the social pleasures she
found while painting in a group setting. She is survived by her husband, Curtis
Davis, who continues to live at the Foothills Community.
The painting presents us with the view of a narrow lane in a charming, “old
world” setting. This lane is approaching an intersection where the viewer must
contemplate turning left or right, and we are led to wonder what will be found in
either direction. The card reminds us that life is often like that – sometimes we do
not know what is around the next corner.

J. Ellen Davis

This is certainly true for the older adults who live with us. Sometimes our
residents experience many years of health and ample financial resources
with which to enjoy them. Other times, a health crisis or exceptionally
long life ends up depleting a resident’s resources.
Mother’s Day is a special Sunday during the year when Presbyterian
churches in South Carolina collect an offering to provide charitable
care to residents who have outlived their life’s savings while living with
PCSC. These churches are joined by many
generous individuals who also submit
a Mother’s Day gift. For decades, these
churches and individuals have made sure
that our residents can continue to call
PCSC “home” no matter what direction life
takes them.

Franklin Fant, Director of
Foundation Services and
Church Relations

Please make a generous gift to the Mother’s
Day Offering if you have not already done
so, using the envelope enclosed in this
magazine. Thank you for being a blessing to
the seniors who live with PCSC!

The cover artwork for the
2017 Mother’s Day Offering card.

The PCSC Foundation is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt, non-profit organization that receives and manages charitable gifts
given to support the mission and ministry of Presbyterian Communities of SC (PCSC). You can make your charitable
gifts to PCSC payable to the PCSC Foundation. Your gifts are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.
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PCSC News

Above: The Rev. Dr. Mike Shelton,
Pastor of Summerville Presbyterian
Church and member of the Board
of Trustees, led the call to worship.

Healthcare Groundbreaking
Ceremony at the Village

G

roundbreaking for the new, 88-bed healthcare
center at The Village was formally recognized and
celebrated with a worship service on Friday, March 24.

The service began in the Lola E. Johnston Chapel and
involved the leadership of several ministers. Those
gathered sang hymns, prayed, read Scripture and
heard remarks for the occasion given by Dr. Stacey
V. Brennan, Chair of the Board of Trustees, and Mrs.
Katherine R. Ligon, President and CEO of PCSC.
After the last hymn, those who were able proceeded to
the construction site for the traditional turning of the
dirt and a closing prayer and benediction.

Those making the ceremonial
turning of dirt were (L-R): Sarah
Cochrane (SFCS Architects),
Jim Clements (Construction
Manager, Matrix Program
Management Services), Joshua
Bates (Project Manager,
Choate Construction), Kathy
Ligon (President and CEO),
Stacey Brennan (Chair, Board
of Trustees), Tim Mueller
(President, SFCS), Robin Miller
(Executive Director at The
Village), and the Rev. Yolanda
White (Healthcare Administrator
at The Village).

Worshippers sang hymns as part of
the groundbreaking service.

Framework for the new
healthcare center at The Village
can be seen in the background.

While site preparation and construction of the center
have actually been underway for several months, the groundbreaking ceremony was
postponed until residents and others who would gather could actually see things in
the process of being built.
The anticipated cost of the project is more than $21 million. When finished in the
spring of 2018, it will replace the current healthcare center at The Village, which
has rooms more than 50 years old. The current center dates to 1963, when an 8-bed
“infirmary” was first constructed and placed into service to meet the health needs of
residents.
Today, the healthcare center at The Village also serves the needs of non-residents,
who can take advantage of Medicare-funded rehabilitation through PCSC’s RENEW
program or who may come for a temporary respite stay. These expanded services are
now offered at all PCSC Communities.
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Left: The Rev. Dr. Donnie Wood,
Executive Presbyter of CharlestonAtlantic Presbytery, said a prayer
and delivered the benediction.
Right: Dr. David Castellone,
Medical Director at The Village,
(foreground) joins with others in
praying at the groundbreaking.

PCSC News

PCSC Welcomes New Trustees and
Thanks the Class of 2016

O

ne of the most important assets a non-profit organization can have
       is a thoughtful and engaged board. Presbyterian Communities of
South Carolina has been particularly blessed over the years by talented
and energetic individuals who have served faithfully on its Board of
Trustees.

Presbyterian Church of Moncks Corner),
and Mr. George L. Corbin, Jr. (Bethesda
Presbyterian Church of Camden). Both
Dr. Brearley and Mr. Brogdon are former
chairmen of the Board of Trustees.

PCSC is proud to welcome two new Trustees, Mr. William F. (Bick)
Halligan and Mr. William H. (Bill) Hancock. Mr. Halligan is an
attorney and partner in Halligan, Mahoney and Williams. A member
of Eastminster Presbyterian Church in Columbia, SC, he also continues
to serve on the PCSC Foundation’s Board of Directors. Mr. Hancock is
a Certified Public Accountant and partner in the Brittingham Group,
and is a member of Forest Lake Presbyterian Church in Columbia.

PCSC is grateful for the years of service
each of these three Trustees have given
to its ministry to seniors. Their presence
and contributions on the Board have
made PCSC a better organization.

At the end of 2016, three long-time members rotated off the Board
of Trustees as their terms expired: Rev. Dr. John C. Brearley (First
Presbyterian Church of Myrtle Beach), Mr. James E. Brogdon (First

2017 Ambassador Meetings
During late March and early April, Presbyterian Communities
held its annual Ambassador meetings at each of the five
communities. President and CEO Kathy Ligon shared a report
on current developments in the ministry. Franklin Fant, Director
of Foundation Services and Church Relations, reviewed the
upcoming Mother’s Day Offering
and gave an overview of charitable
care provided last year by the PCSC
Foundation. An introduction to the
new website and a review of PCSC’s
application process for prospective
residents was given by Elizabeth
Beutel, Director of Marketing.
Ambassador David Webster (First

Presbyterian Church of Greenville)
visits with Florence Executive
Director Loretta Lilly.

As usual, the Ambassadors enjoyed
fellowship and delicious food, in
addition to receiving updates about
PCSC’s ministry. PCSC is grateful for the Ambassadors who take
the time and energy to represent PCSC to their local church and
who help identify ways for PCSC to support their church.

Current Members of
the Board of Trustees
Dr. Stacey Van Pelt Brennan, Chair
Mr. Mark B. Clary
Rev. Dr. Bruce E. Ford
Mrs. Robin Langston Gorman
Mr. William H. (Bill) Hancock
Mr. Wally B. Graves
Mr. William F. (Bick) Halligan
Rev. Dr. Daniel R. Holloway
Mr. Joel D. Ledbetter
Dr. Allen F. McCutchen, Secretary
Mr. Julian J. (Jay) Nexsen, Jr., Vice Chair
Rev. Dr. W. Michael Shelton
Rev. Dr. J. Eric Skidmore
The PCSC Foundation receives, invests,
and spends donated funds given for the
benefit of Presbyterian Communities of
South Carolina.

Current Members of
the PCSC Foundation
Board of Directors
Mrs. Robin Langston Gorman
Mr. William F. (Bick) Halligan
Mr. G. B. (Bud) Nalley, Jr.
Rev. Dr. W. Michael Shelton, Chair
Rev. Dr. J. Eric Skidmore
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New Residential
Options Across the State

PCSC is currently adding to or
enhancing options for independent
residential living at three communities.

Construction of the new independent living apartment building
can be seen at left. When the building is finished, it will look like
Frazier Hall (at right), to which it will be connected.
A resident’s apartment on
Heritage Court at Clinton shows
how attractive a room can look
fully furnished. Apartment baths
on Heritage Court have been
completely renovated to provide
easy accessibility.

Clinton

A floor of apartments at The Clinton Presbyterian
Community has been converted from assisted living
to independent living, following extensive renovation
and upgrading. These apartments provide a new value
option for the Clinton Community, with no entrance
fee currently required, and are available for move in
now. They come in efficiency, one-bedroom and
two-bedroom configurations. For more information,
contact Dina Hair at (864) 939-0590 or toll-free (866)
315-4721 or email ClintonMarketing@PresComm.org.

Easley

At The Foothills Retirement Community, construction
is underway on a new building, called Great Oak Way,
which will offer 12 additional independent living
apartments. This project was initiated last year, not
long after the completion of the 12 independent living
apartments in the newly-built Frazier Hall. Those
accommodations filled quickly, indicating robust
demand in the local market for more apartments.
The apartments at Great Oak Way will have one- and
two-bedroom options ranging from 1,022 to 1,322
square feet. These homes will offer spacious, open
kitchens, laundry rooms equipped with washers and
dryers, and covered patios and balconies.
This project should be completed this fall. For more
information, call Cathy Stuckey at (864) 307-1977 or
toll-free (866) 315-4724 or email FoothillsMarketing@
PresComm.org.

Summerville

Construction began in January on a new building at The Village at
Summerville that will offer 18 new apartments for independent living.
This project should be ready for move-in by the end of 2017.
When completed, this will be the first 3-story building on any of
PCSC’s campuses. It will offer one- and two-bedroom options ranging
from 854 to 1,117 square feet. In addition to the amenities offered at
the new Foothills apartments (noted above), some of these apartments
will have a lovely view of the pond.
For more information, contact Jessa Carter at (843) 879-0923 or tollfree (866) 315-4725 or email SummervilleMarketing@PresComm.org.
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A brief groundbreaking ceremony was held at The
Village at Summerville in January to prepare for
the construction of 18 new independent living
apartments, which will be called Grand Oak Way.

PCSC News

Village Staff Members
Receive Leadership Academy Certificates
PCSC congratulates three staff members at The Village
at Summerville who recently completed a year-long
learning experience through the Leadership Academy
Program offered by The S.C. Institute on Aging. This
program is designed to help aging services professionals
at any level accelerate their leadership development,
making them better equipped to serve seniors.
Those receiving certificates in recognition of their
achievement were Jessa Carter (Sales Counselor),

Joanne McAfee (Life Enrichment Coordinator), and
Vincent Thurman (Director of Social Services).
The Leadership Academy Program helps professionals
develop a better understanding of who they are as a
leader, equips them with leadership tools, and enhances
their understanding of trends, changes and innovations
in the field. PCSC is proud to have Jessa, Joanne and
Vincent serving at The Village and values the leadership
they bring to their community.

Pictured above with Robert Lee, Board Officer with LeadingAge SC: Jessa Carter, Sales Counselor; Joanne McAfee,
Life Enrichment Coordinator; and Vincent Thurman, Director of Social Services.

Columbia Community Welcomes
New Executive Director

J

ason Basile joined the Columbia
    Presbyterian Community
as its new Executive Director/
Administrator in January. He
previously served for four years as
the Administrator of Westminster
Towers, a not-for profit Life Plan
Community in Rock Hill.
Tony Fountain, PCSC’s Chief
Operating Officer, is excited to
have Jason joining PCSC. He said,
“Having known Jason for a number
of years, I am convinced that his

leadership style and commitment to
a mission-driven approach to service
will benefit the PCSC Columbia
Community, as well as our statewide organization.”
Jason holds an undergraduate
degree from Furman University and
a Masters in Health Administration
and Policy from the Medical
University of South Carolina.
Asked about how he felt to be
joining the Columbia Community,
Jason shared, “I am honored and

excited to
begin this
new journey
of leadership.
The warm welcome by our residents
and strong commitment of our staff
have been overwhelming.”
Jason believes that in addition to
quality of the staff, the beauty of
the campus gives the Columbia
Community a wonderful advantage
in the local senior living arena.
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PCSC Resident and Staff
Receive Special Awards
Three members of the PCSC family recently received special awards for
service and excellence from LeadingAge South Carolina, an organization
representing not-for-profits that serve more than 10,000 older adults statewide. A special presentation was held
for each award recipient at their local community. CEO Kathy Ligon attended each one and shared words of
appreciation for the important contributions these individuals have made to the life of their communities.
other ways, as he is always ready to visit with them, play
checkers, and assist them with arts and crafts projects.
George accompanies all these contributions to the
life of The Village with a bright spirit. “George is
the type of person who, no matter what kind of day
you’re having, can bring a smile to your face,” says Life
Enrichment Director Karmen Quackenbush.

Resident George LoPresti is congratulated by Village Life
Enrichment Coordinator Carrie Privette (L) and
Life Enrichment Director Karmen Quakenbush (R).

George LoPresti
The Village at Summerville
For the generous way that he has given of his time and
energies at The Village, resident George LoPresti has
been recognized with LeadingAge South Carolina’s
Volunteer Service Award. George received his Bachelors
and Masters degrees in chemistry from Long Island
University and did post-graduate work at MIT. During
his career, he applied his chemistry background doing
research and development in the food industry. He is
also an accomplished photographer, and he has put his
interests in food and photography to use at The Village.
George often helps with taking pictures at Village
events, so that these special moments can be shared and
remembered with high-quality, artistic photographs. He
is especially committed to volunteering in the Memory
Care Unit. There he applies his food-related talents in
the “Cooking with Meaning” program, where residents
prepare things like basil pesto and homemade pie. He
is also an eager volunteer with memory care residents in
8

Tabitha Morgan
The Clinton Presbyterian Community
The Excellence in Caring Award was awarded to Tabitha
Morgan, a Certified Nursing Assistant at the Clinton
Community. This award recognizes exceptional
professional and interpersonal skills, resulting in quality
service for residents.
Tabitha’s presence and work at the Clinton Community
is highly appreciated by co-workers, supervisors and
residents. She is not only recognized for her professional
skills, but also for her work ethic and “can-do” spirit.
Crystal Gibbs, Director of Nursing at the community,
says that in difficult situations, Tabitha “offers comfort

Tabitha Morgan (front, center), Certified Nursing Assistant
at the Clinton Community, is surrounded by well-wishers
from PCSC and LeadingAge SC.

PCSC News
for our resident’s fears and support for their journey.” Another coworker says that Tabitha “is always there to help you when you need
it.” Amy Hazel, Assistant Director of Nursing, added, “She knows
her residents and their routines and makes every effort to care for
them as she would her own family.”
Because of all this, it is not surprising that Tabitha is known to be
a favorite of residents who often ask for her specifically when they
need help. In fact, Clinton resident Ramona Skinner wrote a special
letter of recommendation for “Tab,” as she calls her, saying how
lucky she and her husband were to have her helping them.

Teresa Jowers
The Florence Presbyterian Community
The Hearts and Hands
Award was given to Teresa
Jowers, Life Enrichment
Coordinator, who has worked
at the Florence Community
for more than 16 years.
This award recognizes
exceptional relationships with
residents that provide special
enrichment and increased
quality of life.

Teresa Jowers, Life Enrichment Coordinator
at the Florence Community, was joined by
CEO Kathy Ligon (L) and Robert Lee (R),
Board Officer with LeadingAge SC, at her
award presentation.

Vicki Britt, Director of
Residential Services, shared
that Teresa “goes above and beyond simply providing activities.”
While she does this enthusiastically, she also truly loves her residents
and her concern for them is always in the forefront. She volunteers
and visits even when she is not working, and is quick to assist
anyone, resident or employee. Vicki adds, “Teresa deserves the Heart
and Hands Award because she has a servant’s heart and a worker’s
hands.”
Social Services Coordinator Shalon Bruce recounts a particularly
memorable moment of caring shown by Teresa. When a resident
started to became too agitated to sit still for the beautician, Teresa
calmed the resident by singing to her throughout the wash and
haircut. The residents in the healthcare center, which is Teresa’s
primary responsibility, “know that once she arrives, their existence
will blossom for the next 8 hours that she is working,” says Shalon.
Director of Nursing Rhonda Sanders has high praise for her, saying,
“There is no one I can identify who has influenced the quality of life
of our residents more than Teresa.”

Life Plan
Communities:
A New Name
for CCRC’s
All five of the senior living
communities owned and operated by
Presbyterian Communities of South
Carolina have traditionally been
known as Continuing Care Retirement
Communities, or CCRC’s for short.
Communities such as these offer
a full continuum of living choices
(independent living, assisted living,
memory care and skilled nursing care)
so that residents can always find the
support needed without having to
leave the place they call “home.”
As times and tastes change, so do
names. Following a recommendation
of LeadingAge, an advocacy
organization representing not-forprofits in the senior services field, the
senior living industry has adopted
a new name for the CCRC model.
Retirement communities such as
PCSC’s that offer a full spectrum of
living options will now be known as
Life Plan Communities. The industry
hopes that the new name will convey
what has always been the point: to
offer a plan to residents for living life
to its fullest.
As you hear of PCSC’s communities
referred to as Life Plan Communities
going forward, please note that this is
only a change in terminology. PCSC
continues to offer exactly what it
has for decades: a place for seniors
to continue living in all seasons and
conditions of life.
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Donor Appreciation

Communities Compete
in 2017 PCSC Olympics

R

esidents from all five communities recently gathered in a
friendly competition that is now a treasured tradition, the
PCSC Olympics. Early on a Friday morning, residents from Clinton,
Florence, Foothills and The Village at Summerville boarded buses
and headed to The Columbia Presbyterian Community, which hosts
the annual event. Some came to compete, others came to watch and
cheer. After the events, residents enjoyed a hamburger and hotdog
cookout.

Columbia residents Frances Herndon, Mary
Coleman and Frances Kuhn enjoy a view of the
PCSC Olympics as they cruise in style.

Besides the fun residents have competing for medals, many also enjoy
socializing and even catching up with old friends. It is not uncommon
for a resident from one community to see a childhood friend, college
roommate or fellow church member who lives at another community.
Congratulations to The Village at Summerville, which won
the overall trophy for the highest medal count among the
communities.

It’s not all about competing at the PCSC Olympics.
Florence residents Pat Roberts and Dorothy Shaw
enjoy food and fellowship.

And the Individual Winners Are…

Bocce Ball

Men / Women

Gold
George Lopresti (Summerville) Trudy White (Clinton)
Silver
Jim Wilhide (Columbia)
Eloise Wooden (Summerville)
Bronze
John Ford (Foothills)
Joann Hart (Florence)
		

Putt Putt

Gold
Silver
Bronze

Charlie Peacock (Summerville) Carolyn Lowe (Columbia)
Francis Herndon (Columbia)
Maymie Lou Spearman (Florence)
Bob Wilkinson (Foothills)
Beth Wilkinson (Foothills)

Spelling Bee
Gold
Silver
Bronze

Jim Brice (Foothills)
Strut Murdoch (Clinton)
John Vousden (Clinton)

Gold
Silver
Bronze

Wes Koch (Foothills)
Don Smith (Columbia)
Bill Pace (Clinton)

Susan Henderson (Clinton)
Julie Brice (Foothills)
Sylvia Mallory (Summerville)

PCSC’s Wellness Directors promote healthy living at their
communities and coordinate the PCSC Olympic games.
L to R: Jenny Prather (Columbia), Leslie Thompson (Florence),
Mandy Stamper (PCSC Director of Program Advancement),
Erica Slatten (Clinton) and Katie Wilkinson (Summerville)

Walking
Grace Will (Summerville)
Betsy Hays (Foothills)
Mary McAllister (Clinton)

Wii bowling
Gold
Silver
Bronze
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Bob Glisson (Summerville)
Curtis Davis (Foothills)
Bill Ford (Clinton)

Betty Yon (Summerville)
Jean Wallis (Foothills)
Darleen Strange (Columbia)

Left: Charlie Peacock (Summerville) celebrates a great shot.
Right: Jim Wilshire (Columbia) shows good follow-through in
the Bocce ball event.

Foothills

Donor Appreciation

Residents enjoyed a Mardi Gras-themed party complete with
heavy hors d’oeuvres, decorations, beads and masks.
Above left: Betsy Hayes found the baby in the King Cake!
Above center: Tom Swirles and a staff member pose at Mardi Gras.
Above right: Residents enjoy a delicious, hot buffet at the Mardi Gras wine and cheese party.
Left: Jim Brice shares a laugh with visiting friends as they await the Mardi Gras festivities.
PCSC contributes to the senior living field by hosting
interns. The Foothills Community enjoyed working
with Assistant-in-Training Holly Self (left) for
6 months. Intern Alisa Spearman (right)
will graduate from Clemson
this fall with a degree
in Health Education.

Above: Enjoying hot dogs
while pulling for Furman
Men’s Basketball are (L
to R): Staff member
Cruz Thompson, Ozie
Garrett, Gil Harvil, Life
Enrichment Director
LeighAnn Owen and
Randy Kowalski.

Above: Staff members Jason, Debbie and Joy work hard to
create a fun and memorable Chinese New Year lunch.
Left: Eleanor ter Horst and Bob Wilkinson enjoy being outside
in the courtyard while dogs Sage and Bella play.
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Clinton
Clinton High School
Senior Experience Program

For the past eight years, Clinton High School has conducted the
Senior Experience Project, which is a semester-long assignment
designed to challenge students personally and academically during
their final year of high school. Graduating seniors are required
to create a paper, project, e-portfolio and presentation on a selfselected topic. The students must find a person with whom they
will work, and most of the project work is completed on the
student’s own time. The students are encouraged to choose a topic
that is interesting to them, but it cannot be a subject in which they
are already an expert. The projects can be physical or performance
driven, such as building cabinets or singing in a recital, or they can
be service or leadership based, such as coaching a little league team
or volunteering at a school or senior center.
This year, student Whitney Swindler asked to join the Clinton
Community’s ladies crocheting and knitting group called Busy
Fingers, which meets every Monday afternoon. During cold
weather months, the group knits and crochets scarves and hats for
local school children. Whitney came weekly to visit with the ladies
and learn new techniques as she crafted a scarf. Whitney was a
quick study and, of course, the residents were excellent encouragers
and cheerleaders. Every week, they complimented her on how
well she had done her “homework” and noted that her scarf was
coming along beautifully. Not only did Whitney learn the physical
aspect of the stitching, but the ladies taught her how to read
patterns as well. Whitney spent more than 30 hours visiting and
crocheting with the ladies. In the end, she had beautiful scarves
to show for it. Thanks to this project, Whitney learned a skill that
will stay with her forever and formed lasting friendships with our
residents.

Whitney Swindler (above and seated left) with members of the Busy Fingers
crocheting and knitting group modeling their creations.
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Blakely Martin, who paints by holding the brush
in his mouth, donated the picture above to The
Clinton Presbyterian Community.

Uniquely Painted by
Blakely Martin

Blakely Martin is an accomplished artist from
the Clinton area who is also a relative of Clinton
Community resident Bernice Reasoner. His
media of choice is oil, and he paints peaceful
garden scenes, tumbling waterfalls, and
everything in between. What you can’t tell
simply by looking at his artwork is that these
wonderfully life-like paintings were not painted
with his hands, but instead with his mouth.
Blakely began painting as a hobby after a diving
accident in 1996 that resulted in paralysis.
He has mastered the ability to hold the brush
between his teeth and uses a unique easel that
allows him to rotate his canvas to any position.
Blakely graciously agreed to perform a recent
painting demonstration at the Clinton
Community. The residents watched in
amazement as the painting came to life before
their very eyes, and they listened intently as he
shared the story of his accident and the series of
events that led to his passion for painting. He
shared that painting has opened many doors for
him and that he has made a lot of friends along
the way. His work is showcased in several homes,
business offices, and galleries around the state.
The Clinton Presbyterian Community is proud
to be added to this list since Blakely graciously
donated one of his paintings to the community.

Left: Resident Bill Anderson
celebrated his 90th birthday
among friends and family
at The Clinton Presbyterian
Community. Bill is a retired
missionary to the Sudan,
and his family has a legacy
of service and ministry all
around the world. His son,
Steve, lives in Tokyo and is
the Japan Country Director
for World Food Programme,
which is integrated with
the United Nations. His
daughter, Sylvia, lives in
Copenhagen, Denmark and
is a retired nurse from the
Peace Corps in Africa.

A group of Clinton residents enjoyed the sun during the
Off the Beaten Path Tour to Little River Dominick
Presbyterian Church.
Right: Eva
Mills waits
with PC
students for
the MLK Service
Day Hymn Sing to begin.
Left: Martha Simmons, Bill Pace
and Marion Simmons enjoy
Clemson-Carolina Day.

Top: Residents Fran Curtis (L) and Barbara
Tedards (R) enjoy a special Valentine Tea with a
member of First Presbyterian in Clinton, which
graciously hosted the tea. Above left: Dale Spears
relaxes as she cuts hearts for her Valentine’s Day
wreath. Above right: Joan Murdoch proudly
displays her handiwork.

Left: Velma Letson gets a heartfelt hug from
Jennifer Harris at the Paws for Claus event.
Below: Denna’s Danes hosts a heartwarming celebration. New, pet-related
items were donated by Clinton residents
to support shelter animals as they await
their forever homes.

Above: Kids of all ages love the circus!
Below: A group sees the Norman Rockwell's Home
for the Holidays exhibit at the Upcountry History Museum.
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Columbia
Resident of Columbia
Community Receives
Rare Honor

A longtime resident of The
Columbia Presbyterian
Community, Francis Herndon,
was recognized in March with
an extremely rare award. As an
active member of the Boy Scouts
for 75 years, he was presented
by the Boy Scouts of America
with its 75-Year Veteran Award.
Throughout his generous service, Francis Herndon receives the
75-Year Veteran Award from
he has been an advisor and
the Boy Scouts of America.
mentor to countless scouts and
leaders. Mr. Herndon has been
a member of the Executive Board of the Indian Waters
Council for more than 30 years. The council is the Boy
Scouts of America’s local non-profit agency. At the age of
80, he even served as the camp director at Camp Barstow.
Mr. Herndon’s recognitions include the Vigil Honor of the
Order of the Arrow, Silver Beaver, and from the southern
region, the Silver Antelope Award. He is also the recipient
of the Distinguished Eagle Scout Award, a rare distinction
presented by the National Eagle Scout Association for
“extraordinary national-level recognition, fame or eminence
within their field, and a strong record of voluntary service
to their community.”
In the 1960’s, Mr. Herndon’s first involvement with
scouting in Columbia was as the Cubmaster for Pack 10
at Eastminster Presbyterian Church. Between 1970 and
1980, he served as the scoutmaster for Troop 10 and was a
role model for 967 scouts who were members of the troop
during that period. The Boy Scouts has been his life-long
passion. The Presbyterian Community of South Carolina at
Columbia is so proud of Mr. Herndon and looks forward
to a bright future working with the local boy scouts on
community service projects.
Editor’s Note: We are saddened to share that Mr. Herndon died in
early May, after this article was written but before Community
Connections went to press. The organization is grateful for his
presence at the Columbia Community.
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Resident at PCSC Helps
Our Community Wildlife
A garden on our campus has been designated by the
Wildlife Federation as a Certified Wildlife Habitat.
When Julia Kyzer moved in nine years ago, the wooded
area outside her apartment was rough
and unkempt. Julia bought plants and,
with the help of her family, cleaned up
part of the area and planted the shrubs.
It is located near the circle drive at the
main C Wing door. The food sources
for wildlife and
the simple green
and white garden
ornaments create an
area enjoyed by all.

Helping the Homeless

Independent residents in The Columbia Presbyterian
Community, as well as those in assisted living and
in memory care, have been hard at work to create
projects to benefit the homeless population in the city
of Columbia. Every year, one of our most cherished
volunteers, Robert Keeder, and his St. Peter’s Catholic
Church group host a Thanksgiving Banquet at the
Columbia Coliseum to feed more than 2,000 local
homeless residents in Columbia. In 2016, our Jasmine
Place residents worked hard from July through
November to create care packets (plastic silverware,
mint, floss and napkin) for each guest for the dinner.
The residents enjoyed knowing that they were creating
these for a good cause. They have already started working
on care packets for 2017.
With the assistance of volunteer Dot Tunsdall, our
“Happy Hookers” sewing group is also helping the
homeless by creating sleeping mats from upcycled plastic
shopping bags. The ladies create “plarn” (plastic yarn) by
cutting the bags and making a spool. They then crochet
the “plarn” to create the mats. It’s a process that takes
quite some time and hundreds of bags to make just one
mat, but the ladies are patient and determined to assist
their local community!

Above: The Not-So-Newlywed Game contestants
were good sports and made it a fun event for all.
Their total score was very close! L to R: Mace and
Mary Coleman (2nd place), Ron and Nancy Jacobs
(1st place), George and Mary Ann Rentz (3rd place).
Right: The Saxe Gotha Women “Brunch Bunch
Circle” has been hosting the annual Valentine’s
Day Brunch for many years. They provided the
entertainment, as well as a delicious spread of
casseroles, fruit, lovely cakes and rolls.

Marion Clark, nephew of resident Tom Clark, shared thoughts
based on Tom’s book and life. Tom kindly signed his book
Pass It On for many of his PCSC friends.The book signing
helped raise $105 for the Alzheimer’s Association.

Left: Nancy Williamson models during the Winter/Spring
Fashion Show. Thank you to our sponsor, Simple & Elegant
Accessories by Jennifer Weldon. Right: Mace and Mary Coleman
honor Mace’s Scottish heritage by wearing matching Gordon
Plaid kilts at the St. Patrick’s Day Party.

Southeastern Freight Lines, the community’s neighbors on DaVega Drive,
graciously provided a tour for residents. L to R: Alison Sturkie (Southeastern staff),
Cornelia and Herbert Croxton, John Vousden, Vivian Forgartie, Betty Salmond,
John and Darleen Strange, Faye Daniel and Brooke Keisler (Southeastern staff).

Left: Cyndi Boot answers resident
questions as she demonstrates different
drum types and talks about the drum
shape, use, sound and character. Above:
Nancy Humphreys happily shares her
collection of antique toys and stories
from her childhood.
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Florence
Red, White, Blue… and Proud!

There is a new group on The Florence Presbyterian Community campus that has
Veterans chatting up a storm. Sargeant James K. Ward, a new volunteer to the
Florence Community, has begun a monthly Veterans Only Club. Members of the
club are able to reminisce about the time they spent in their respected branches of
the military. They also share combat stories, thoughts and feelings, and even discuss
current events. Sgt. Ward also plans to bring speakers on topics of interest to the
Veterans Only Club. The Veterans look forward to their first Tuesday of the month
meeting. PCSC thanks all Veterans for their service to our country!

Left: Florence resident Veterans attending the monthly Veterans Only meeting lead by
Sgt. James K. Ward (right), a volunteer at the community. Right: Veteran Walter Johnson
demonstrating his Red, White, and Blue pride.

Florence Community
Welcomes New Chaplain

The Florence Presbyterian Community welcomes the
Rev. Snow Donmoyer as its new Chaplain. Snow joined
the Florence staff in January, and both residents and staff
have been enjoying his presence and are appreciative of
the contributions he has already made to the life of the
community.

Residents
Learn Fire
Safety

Fire Marshal Allison Pierce
graciously presented a
program on Fire Safety
for residents and staff at
the Florence Community
on Thursday, March 16.
According to the National
Fire Protection Association,
fires in health care facilities
have decreased over the past
decade, but regular fire safety
education is still important.
Fire Marshall Pierce passed
out flyers and pamphlets
with helpful information to
attendees. Residents were
reminded of the importance
of fire drills and why they
must practice doing them
in the event there is an
actual fire. A tour of the Fire
Department is being planned
for warmer weather.

Snow has a diverse background that includes pastoring
churches, teaching, and clinical psychology. A licensed
professional counselor, he has pastored Parkwood
Presbyterian Church in Florence and First Presbyterian
Church of Alachua, Florida. He has also served as stated or designated supply pastor
in other churches. In addition to his part-time work at the Florence Community,
he teaches part-time as a member of the adjunct faculty at Florence-Darlington
Technical College.
Snow holds a B.S. from the University of South Carolina, an M.Div. from
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, and an M.S. in Clinical/Community
Psychology from Francis Marion University.
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Udelle Rogers holds information she
received at the Fire Safety program.

Above: Neal McLeod gets his game face on as he practices
Wii Bowling for the PCSC Olympics.
Below: Residents play Dominoes with Florence First Presbyterian
Church youth. Their visit was most welcome.

Above: Udelle Rogers and Jesse
Jester have big smiles during the
Mardi Gras Celebration.
Right: Carol Nims is ready to
celebrate Mardi Gras!

Left: Clyde Brigman and
Anna Mae Howell visit with
Luna during a Pet Pal visit.
Left: Mary Clanton
helped make centerpieces
for Valentine's Day
in craft class.
Below: The Ding-a-lings,
led by Gina Tyson,
ring in fun and
fellowship.

Jane Purvis is ready to enjoy a special
Chinese New Year Lunch.

Sammie Wilhite with Med Techs Nadra
Graham and Rhonda Graham smile as
they sport green on St. Patrick’s Day.
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Summerville

Samples of the beautiful work done by
participants in the Artist Guild at The Village.

Artist Guild Engages
Both Experienced
Artists and Beginners

Above: Beverly Long, a resident who teaches other residents through
the Artist Guild, works on a painting of her own. Below: Resident
and artist Ray Doughty with one of the paintings he displayed at
an Art Show Reception at The Village.

The Village at Summerville has a very active Artist Guild! As
part of this program, resident Beverly Long volunteers her
time teaching other residents how to paint. Many residents
come to The Village with little or no experience, but after
a few of her classes they are creating masterpieces. This is
wonderful example of how PCSC residents give of their
time and energies to help their neighbors keep growing and
learning new things.

Making a Joyful Noise!

In March, residents from The Village took a trip to Beaufort,
SC, to visit Kazoobie Kazoos. Residents took a tour of the
factory, learned the history of kazoos and even made their
own. Following the tour, residents took a trip to Panini’s on
the water for lunch. The trip was a blast and The Village may
have a kazoo band forming in the near future!

Left: Beverly Long shows off her chops on the kazoo.
Right: Harriet DeSilva makes a kazoo at the Kazoobie Kazoo factory.
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The Village Holds
Bazaar to Support
Employees

In a wonderful show of caring, The Village held
a crafts bazaar in December to raise money for its
Employee Emergency Fund. This fund is used to
assist employees who need help to overcome an
unexpected financial crisis.
Residents and even a few staff contributed
handmade items such as ornaments, decorative
ceramics, baked goods, jewelry, crocheted items,
holiday wreaths and more. Many people enjoyed
browsing the handiwork on display at the bazaar and
making purchases. More than $1,000 was raised as
a result of the generosity of those who contributed
items for sale and those who made purchases.

Above: A hungry
crew can’t wait
to get to the
Georgetown
Presbyterian
Church spring
luncheon.
Left: Lib Hess and
Mable Collar fill
the room with the
warmth of song.
Above: Judy Schultz shops at The Village Spring Craft Fair. Below:
Beth Main is very happy with her mosaic purchase at the craft fair.

Betty Smith and Lambert Mills
share a laugh together with their
newly-created message boards.

Peach Boswell and her daughter
enjoy chili and Bluegrass music
at the Oyster Roast.

Above: The Village Resident Council meets together in the library.
Below: Members of the Resident Dining Services Committee
take a tour of the kitchen at The Village.
Above: Bringing music to the masses,
Michael Murray plays old favorites
on the piano from his truck bed.
Right: A group of residents listen
to Executive Chef David Hutto’s
presentation on dark chocolate, the
superfood.
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