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The Historic Retirement Community of the Adirondacks

Senior Harvest Dance
with Dan Duggan
& Peggy Lynn!
Join us on Saturday, October 1st at 7:30 p.m. for
a Senior Harvest Dance featuring music by Dan
Duggan & Peggy Lynn! Together they will perform a
one-set concert featuring original songs and tunes
with hammered dulcimer, guitar and concertina and
a one-set country dance featuring circle mixers, line
dances, square dances and contra dances.
This dance is co-sponsored with the Franklin
County Office for the Aging. A $5 donation is requested and refreshments will be served. For more
information, please call 518-891-7117. We hope to
see you here!

From Rothko to Realism:
Finding the Sublime in Nature

Resident Mike Shea
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Join Adirondack Artist, Matt Burnett, on Thursday, October 6th at 7:00
p.m. for a digital slide show and lecture. Beginning with the divergence and
commonality of realism and abstraction in the 20th century, Matt will discuss
the influence, blessings and terrors of nature in his own work.
Matt Burnett is a native artist of the Central Adirondacks. Growing up in
what is now the William C. Whitney area, Burnett was strongly influenced by
the protected wilderness and beauty of the central Adirondacks. With works
in oils, photography and video, Burnett’s
work explores themes of wilderness nature
and culture with a particular interest in environmental sustainability. His work has
been exhibited internationally. Additionally, Burnett has worked as an Assistant Forest Ranger for 10 years and is currently a
certified NYS wilderness guide.
This program is free and open to the
public. Large-scale paintings of Burnett’s
will be on display. For more information,
please call 518-891-7117 or visit
www.mattburnettpaintings.com.

A Note from Jamie Whidden
That time of year is coming
again when we begin to move inside as the chill of winter enters
the air. This year, instead of hunkering down in your home as the
wind blows outside, come to Will
Rogers where life keeps going
when the snow flies.
At Will Rogers we will take care
of the housekeeping and laundry,
snow removal and cooking while
you enjoy the activities, entertainment and relaxation in front of the
fireplaces.
Call us today at 518-891-7117
so this can become a reality for
you. We hope to hear from you
soon!
Sincerely,
Jamie Whidden, Executive Director

Welcome New Residents
Eileen LaPlante
Dorothy Mitchell
Janet-Lee Murray
Philip & Karen Reines
Gail Ryan
Lois Setlock

Photo Album
Pictured left are Executive Director, Jamie
Whidden, and Resident, Bette Johns, and
below are Housekeeping Supervisor, Kim
Wilkes, and Resident,
Janet-Lee Murray, at
our Ice Cream Social!

Left: Joyce
Henklein enjoys a visit to
Fort Ticonderoga on one of
our Tuesday
field trips!

From the Historian: Charles R. Jackson
Charles R. Jackson is best known for being the author of The Lost Weekend which he wrote in 1944.
The following year the book was adapted as a movie and won four out of seven Oscars. The four Academy Awards were for Best Picture, Best Actor in a Leading Role (Ray Milland), Best Director (Billy Wilder)
and Best Writing & Screenplay (Charles Brackett & Billy Wilder). Unfortunately, the Academy never considered Charles R. Jackson for his work.
Charles suffered from chronic pulmonary disease and came to the Will Rogers Hospital two times
seeking treatment. In August of 1964, the Will Rogers Institute filmed a short documentary called Place
in the Country which was about Charles’ second stay. It premiered in Los Angeles and New York. This
film was made to raise awareness and funds for the patients
that were being treated at the hospital.
Recently, the documentary Hotel Hope, filmed by Jim
Griebsch about the history of the National Vaudeville Artists
Lodge and Will Rogers Hospital, included clips from the original Place in the Country.
I am forever grateful to see that a building that was built to
care for people is still being used today to make a home for
many, with the love and desire to make people’s lives special.
—Leslie Hoffman

October, November, December 2016

Calendar of Events!*
Senior Harvest Dance on Saturday, October 1st at 7:30 p.m. Dan Duggan and Peggy Lynn will perform a oneset concert featuring original songs with hammered dulcimer, guitar and concertina, and a one-set country
dance featuring circle mixers, line dances, square dances and contra dances. $5 suggested donation.
Road to Retirement: Travelogues on Wednesday, October 5th at 2:00 p.m. Former teacher, photographer and
world traveler Holly Chorba will present her short videos on some of her favorite trips, including an expedition to
the Amazon. She will also share her personal story of retirement.
From Rothko to Realism: Finding the Sublime in Nature on Thursday, October 6th at 7:30 p.m. Join Adirondack
Artist Matt Burnett for a slide lecture on art. Beginning with the divergence and commonality of realism and abstraction in the 20th century, Burnett will discuss the influence, blessing and terrors of nature in his own work.
Outing Club Event: Banker’s Orchard on Tuesday, October 25th at 9:30 a.m. We’ll take a trip to Plattsburgh to
visit one of the largest orchards in the region. Participants will go on a hayride, choose a pumpkin from the field
and hand pick a bag of apples ($6.50 per person). Fresh donuts and cider abound! Afterwards we’ll have lunch
out ($7.95 and up). Call Debbie or Amy to reserve a spot 518-891-7117.
Towne Meeting on Saturday, November 5th at 7:30 p.m. Those harmonizing guys are back! Come enjoy this
charismatic group as they perform folk, Americana and acoustic rock all with amazing vocals and music. They
even throw in a bit of comedy as well! $5 suggested donation.
Road to Retirement: Architecture of the Adirondacks on Wednesday, November 2nd at 2 p.m. Steven Engelhart,
Executive Director of Adirondack Architectural Heritage, will present a talk on “What Style is This?,” a look at the
various architectural styles of the Adirondacks and the cultural and historical forces that shaped them.
Louise Dionne in Concert on Saturday, November 12th at 7:30 p.m. Pianist and composer, Louise Dionne, will
play classical and original compositions in salon style in the Will Roger’s Great Room. $5 suggested donation.
Outings Club Event on Tuesday November 29th at 9:30 a.m. Join naturalist, Ed Kanze, on a nature walk at Macomb State Park in Schulyer Falls. We’ll take a 1 to 1 & 1/2 mile flat walk along the shore of Davis Pond. Lunch
will be at the Laughing Hen ($3.50 and up). Call Debbie or Amy to reserve a spot 518-891-7117.
Road to Retirement: Why a Soldier? on Wednesday, December 7th at 2:00 p.m. Colonel Davit Fitz-Enz will present a talk on his many years served in multiple branches of the armed forces and his work as a military photographer. He will share photos from his time overseas & have books to sell.
Holiday Concert on Saturday, December 10th at 7:30 p.m. A variety of musical groups will participate in this Holiday Variety Show: the Backwater Community Orchestra, the Saranac Lake High School Jazz Ensemble, the Adirondack Saxes, the Saranac Lake High School Men’s and Women’s Ensembles and more. Donations will be accepted for the Saranac Lake Food Pantry. Check, cash or canned/boxed goods appreciated.
Baroque Holiday Music on Wednesday, December 21st at 7:00 p.m. Frank Jacobsen, Elaine Dewar, Sue Grimm
Hanley, Annette Hoffmann and Esther Rogers will perform Bach, Handel, Telemann and Corelli holiday favorites.
First Night Saranac Lake: DeepFreeze Contraband on Saturday, December 31st at 7:00 & 8:00 p.m. Join us for
an evening of fun-filled New Years entertainment with Jeff Couture, Sue Grimm Hanley, Matt Bullwinkel, Joe
Dockery and Beth Robinson performing and opening the dance floor for all to join in! Guests must purchase a
First Night Button in order to attend. They will be available for purchase in advance ($12) or at the door ($15).
*Unless noted, these programs are free and open to the public. Please call 518-891-7117 for more information.

Saranac Village at Will Rogers
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Saranac Lake, NY 12983
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Saranac Village at Will Rogers offers independent retirement living
with enhanced services, no buy-in fee and a great value! We treat you like family!

Resident Spotlight: Richard Syphax
Richard Syphax was born and raised in Brooklyn, New York. He had a wonderful childhood and while
growing up enjoyed great friends and a lovely neighborhood. During the Korean
War Richard was a Sergeant, and after leaving the armed forces he eventually
moved to Albany, New York.
Richard received his advanced education at SUNY Albany, SUNY Fredonia
and at New York University. His professional career included rewarding work as
a Professor of Sociology and he was also an esteemed advisor of the SUNY Sociology department.
Richard has two daughters, one granddaughter, and one great-granddaughter,
and loves spending time with them. He also loves politics, chess, watching
sports (particularly football and basketball), and reading—especially the New
York Times, which he reads faithfully every day.
Richard heard of Will Rogers though his daughter who has lived in Saranac
Lake for multiple years. Since he has settled in he has made great friendships
with people he finds extremely interesting. He feels that he is able to keep very
busy with all of the activities offered and also finds the staff to be exceptional.
We are so glad Richard has become part of our Will Rogers family!

