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Chris Conte Quartet
On Saturday, January 7th at 7:00 p.m., the Chris Conte Quartet will perform classic swinging tunes of the American Songbook in the historic Will
Rogers’ Great Room! Tap your feet to the sounds inspired by Nat King Cole,
Chet Baker, Tony Bennet and more.
Performing much of their time in the tri-state area, the Quartet features
Chris Conte, on vocals and bass, Nick Biello, on piano and saxophone, Mark
McIntyre, on guitar and Sam Wagner, on drums. Chris’s music is played on
various radio stations and his voice and
bass playing is not to be missed!
His newest album, Our Love Will Last,
will be available to purchase at this
event. To hear some musical selections
of Chris’s music, please visit chriscontemusic.com. There is a $10 suggested
donation. Refreshments will be provided. For more information, please call
518-891-7117.

Remarkable Women of the Adirondacks

Resident Verna Eddy
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On Sunday, March 5th at 2:00 p.m., Writer and Scholar, Sandra Weber, will
portray some fascinating people from our region’s past in Remarkable Women of the Adirondacks. In this lively program, featuring stories and songs,
Sandra Weber will present the wild spirit of Adirondack women. Dressed in period costume,
Sandra will deliver dramatic narratives of women such as pancake-flipper Mother Johnson, poet/model Jeanne Robert Foster, TB patient Martha Reben and more.
Sandra, from Elizabethtown, has spent more
than twenty years as an author and independent scholar with a focus on the Adirondack
Mountains and women’s history. Her books include Breaking Trail: Remarkable Women of the
Adirondacks (co-author, Peggy Lynn), Mount
Marcy, The Finest Square Mile, Adirondack
Roots and The Woman’s Suffrage Statue.
This program is open to the public and a $5
donation is requested. Call 518-891-7117 for
information.

A Note from Jamie Whidden
At a recent resident meeting,
one of our residents asked the
staff if we realized that residents
like to take naps. She said, in good
fun, “there is too much to do at Will
Rogers and I don’t have time to do
it all!” What a joy to hear!
It is true that there is always
something going on here. And, if
you want to rest, you can do so
with a good read in front of a fire in
one of our warm fireplaces.
I would like to invite you to
come for a tour of Will Rogers this
winter. Better yet, come for a shortterm, seasonal stay so you can eat
delicious meals, take part in fun
activities and relax in front of the
fire. We hope to see you soon!
Jamie Whidden, Executive Director

Photo Album
Welcome
to Will Rogers,
Santa
& Mrs. Claus!
Mr. & Mrs. Claus came in
December to get the wishes of
the residents, staff and children! We hope everyone got
what they wanted!

Welcome New Residents
Phyllis Blendowski
Judy Damkoehler
Eloise Leedom
Carmen Longo
Harriet Winsor

Top to Bottom: Natalie Leduc and
June Riley sit on Santa’s lap in
front of the fire. Right: Mary Reid
and her daughter, Laura, enjoy
this festive time of year.

From the Historian: The William Morris Fireplace
Screen Returns to Will Rogers by Leslie Hoffman
About forty years ago, the fireplace screen that graced the Great Room of the Will Rogers Hospital was
removed (as well as the Will Rogers Statue) when the Hospital closed. The Will Rogers Institute, understanding their history in the world of entertainment, took them to California, so they would be preserved.
This year, thanks to the efforts of Todd Vradenburg, Executive Director of the Will Rogers Motion Picture
Pioneers Foundation, Amy Catania, Executive Director of Historic Saranac Lake and our own Jamie Whidden, Executive Director of Saranac Village at Will Rogers, the screen
will once again be on display at Will Rogers later in 2017.
Several Vaudevillians and Silent Screen Stars of that time (1920’s),
in appreciation, presented the screen to William Morris, founder of
the William Morris Talent Agency, who cured in Saranac Lake, and his
wife, Emma. On the side panels are these performers’ own signatures etched onto individual plates. On the center panel is a picture
of William and Emma Morris. The screen itself has a theatrical motif.
The most unique part of the screen is in the top, middle portion which
has shows the initials WM (William Morris) laid over each other.

January/February/March 2017

Calendar of Events!*
Road to Retirement: Planning for Long Term Care on Wednesday, January 4th at 2:00 p.m. David Reiss, Financial Advisor for Morgan Stanley Wealth Management, will talk about long term care issues, life settlement options, asset protection, trusts, estate planning and other topics that arise from the audience.
Christ Conte Quartet on Saturday, January 7th at 7:00 p.m. The Chris Conte Quartet will play the swinging
sounds of the American Songbook. Chris plays upright bass and sings, Nick Biello plays piano and saxophone,
Mark McIntyre plays guitar and Sam Wagner plays drums. CD’s will be available for purchase. $10 donation.
Smarty Pants Trivia Night on Saturday, January 14th at 7:30 p.m. Host Brian Mann, from North Country Public
Radio, will lead this fundraiser for Creative Healing Connections, an organization that supports veterans and
women living with cancer and chronic illness. Come test your knowledge with ten sets of questions in a variety of
categories. There is a $20 entry fee. Contact Gail Brill at 518-586-1063 or gailbrilldesign@gmail.com for more
information.
Outing Club Event: Dog Sled Rides & Adventures in Lake Placid on Tuesday, January 31st at 10:00 a.m. Join us
for a winter wonderland ride and a walk at John Brown’s Farm. Lunch at a local restaurant ($7.95 and up). Dog
Sled Rides will be $10.00 per person. If snowshoes are needed, please bring your own. Call Debbie or Amy to
reserve a spot 518-891-7117.
Road to Retirement: Advanced Directives on Wednesday, February 1st at 2 p.m. Tania McCabe, Outreach Director for High Peaks Hospice, will present an overview of Advanced Directives & Planning. She will present some
information from the Being Mortal documentary and be available for questions and discussion as well. Advanced Directives planning resources will be available.
Winter Carnival Slide Show on Thursday, February 16th at 2 p.m. & 7:30 p.m. Come re-live the 2017 Winter Carnival “Adirondack Wildlife” in pictures. Mark Kurtz will present the program including photos of building the Ice
Palace, the sporting events, Coronation, Rotary Show, parade and more.
Outings Club: Horse-drawn Sleigh Ride on Tuesday February 28th at 10:00 a.m. Join us at Hohmeyer’s Lodge in
Lake Clear for a luncheon and a sleigh ride, courtesy of Paul Smith’s College. The cost is $5 per person for the
ride and $15 per person for lunch. Call Debbie or Amy to reserve a spot 518-891-7117.
Road to Retirement: Splendors of New Zealand on Wednesday, March 1st at 2:00 p.m. Author, photographer &
guide Ed Kanze, will present a travelogue on trips taken with the Smithsonian Institution to New Zealand. Many
seniors have taken this opportunity to travel on an organized expedition to visit both the North and South Island
of this amazing country.
Remarkable Women of the Adirondacks on Sunday, March 5th at 2:00 p.m. Writer and scholar Sandra Weber
will portray some of the great women from the Adirondacks’ past. Her impersonations of abolitionist Mary Brown,
hotelier Lydia Smith, TB patient Martha Reben and pancake-flipper Mother Johnson will leave you asking for
more. Books will be available to purchase. $5 suggested donation.
Crackin’ Foxy on Saturday, March 11th at 7:30 p.m. Saranac Lake-based Crackin’ Foxy will perform music inspired by traditional New Orleans Jazz as well as Vaudeville and Hawaiian music. A $5 donation is requested.
Outings Club Event: Whiteface Mountain on Saturday, March 28th at 10:00 a.m. Ride the gondola ($14) to the
top of Little Whiteface and depart the car with a short walk for a spectacular view of Lake Placid. Lunch will follow at the Cloudspin Lounge ($14-$16). Call Debbie or Amy to reserve a spot 518-891-7117.
*All events are free unless otherwise noted.
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Saranac Village at Will Rogers offers independent retirement living
with enhanced services, no buy-in fee and a great value! We treat you like family!

Resident Spotlight: Mike Ryan
Mike Ryan, born in Malone, NY, grew up in Schenectady, NY, with his siblings, two brothers and a girl,
who were a set of triplets! He graduated from St. Columbus High School in 1949. After finishing high
school, Mike went on to study at the McAllister School of Mortuary Science in NYC and graduated with a
degree in Funeral Directing. During the Korean War, he was drafted into the Army and was stationed in
Metz, France and near Frankfurt, Germany, where he was mostly employed as a Funeral Director and Embalmer. Upon his return home to the US, Mike continued his work for 64 years helping families to grieve
their lost loved ones in a caring and compassionate way.
Mike and his late wife of 42 years, Doris, have four children and seven grandchildren and his family
means more to him than anything in the world. Mike is very connected to his Irish heritage and has visited
Ireland and Scotland twice, each time for 21 days. He is also a huge fan of the New York Giants and attended 9 games with his brother. He is a member of the Veterans’ Club and was in a bowling league for
18 years. He is an avid fan of the NY Giants and Notre Dame Football teams as well as Notre Dame and
Syracuse Basketball Additionally, he has an excellent and expansive post
card collection which he spends a great deal of time working on.
After selling his home to his son, Mike moved to Saranac Village at Will
Rogers nearly two years ago. Mike says he “would tell anyone how great it is
to live” at Will Rogers. He is well-known and appreciated at both Will Rogers
and in the local community for his charming manners and generous nature.
When he came to Will Rogers, Mike already knew over half of the residents
here! We are so happy and grateful you are in the Will Roger’s family,
Mike!

