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Simple, Inexpensive Ideas 
For Apartment Decorating
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You found the apartment of your dreams; now comes the fun part – or the anxiety-
inducing challenge, depending on how you look at it. Many people struggle with how 
to arrange furniture, add color, accessorize properly and create a space that facilitates 
entertaining. So, we’ve gathered some tips from professional decorators to help you turn 
your apartment into a warm, welcoming home that reflects your unique tastes and style.

INSPIRED INTERIORS 

It doesn’t take special talents to decorate an apartment. By following a few immutable 
laws of design, showcasing the things you love and making budget-smart purchases, 
your apartment will make a beautiful personal statement.

7 Apartment Decorating Tips from the Pros
1. Introduce color by using accessories. Extend furniture life by limiting the color 

palate of larger pieces to solid background hues like brown, tan and gray. Use 
accessories like pillows, pottery, artwork, throw rugs and throws to add that  
desired pop of color.

2. Hang appropriately sized pictures at eye level. One of the biggest mistakes 
people make when hanging art is to position it too high on the wall. Hang pictures 
at eye level (the average adult is 5’6”) and make sure the size of the piece you’re 
hanging isn’t too big or too small for the space. It’s also best to anchor your 
picture or grouping by placing it above a piece of furniture, like a sofa or hall table.

3. Keep the clutter at bay. Lots of small objects and knick-knacks clutter your 
space and distract the eye. Choose a few of your favorite pieces and use them  
to accent and enhance areas throughout your apartment.

4. Think of every area as its own little project. Don’t try to decorate your 
apartment as a single entity, though you do want a consistent overall feel. Every 
different living space – your living room, kitchen, eating area, hallway, bedrooms 
and entry – should be considered and decorated separately.

Simple, Inexpensive Ideas 
For Apartment Decorating
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5. Don’t overwhelm the space with large furniture. Large furnishings eat up too 
much space and make it tough to decorate around. Worried about having enough 
seating? Remember that when entertaining, most people are happy to pull in a 
chair from another room, sit on pillows or gather on the patio or balcony.

6. Buy what you like – it will work. Don’t worry about upholstery fabrics and 
coordinating artwork colors being exact matches, or wood having the same stain 
color. Choose pieces you like and, chances are, they’ll work very nicely together. 
Decorating is first and foremost an expression of you, so go ahead and show 
people what you’re all about!

7. Lighting. Place table lamps or floor lamps wherever you have places to sit. A small 
countertop lamp is a nice touch in a kitchen when you don’t want the overheads 
on, too, but make sure it’s plugged in far from the faucet in a Ground Fault Circuit 
Interrupter (GFCI) outlet and in a spot where it won’t get knocked over.  

Create a Wallscape

Wall collages made up of artwork of different shapes and sizes are simple to put 
together and provide a dramatic focal point for rooms big and small. Here are some tips 
for creating a collage that will give your apartment a contemporary look:

• Create a collage that doesn’t overwhelm the space – or that’s too small.  
 Critically look at the wall on which you want to create a collage and get a sense of 
 how much space you want to cover

• Don’t use vastly different shapes or sizes 
 of frames/artwork. Similar pieces connect 
 and complement the collage

• Make sure most of the frames you choose 
 have comparable stains or paint colors. If 
 you introduce too many “looks,” your collage  
 will be busy and disjointed

• Feature a variety of images. Mix color and 
 black and white images, and mix up the 
 “topic” of the images: people, landscapes, abstract shapes or other subjects

• Don’t space pieces too far apart. If you do, they’ll look scattered and haphazard. 
 What you’re going for is a single unit made up of individual pieces
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8 APARTMENT INTERIOR DESIGN MISTAKES YOU 
DON’T WANT TO MAKE 

1. Be careful when mixing scale and style. Think of the main pieces in your room 
as a family; you want them to get along nicely. You don’t want to get too “matchy 
matchy” either, but in general the pieces should feel similar in style and weight. For 
example, a big overstuffed sofa looks really silly next to a dainty metal end table.

2. Don’t create a sea of beige. Too much beige is bland and boring. Find a color 
you love and incorporate it – either in lots of small ways, like accent pillows, or in 
a couple anchor pieces, like a sofa or two armchairs.

3. Don’t go for “safe.” Don’t be afraid to try new things; what matters most is that 
you really, really like the pieces you put in your home. If it still scares you to buy 
a floor lamp made from an old gas pump, for instance, just make sure you don’t 
spend too much and enjoy it for as long as you can.

4. Don’t dive headfirst into a trend. Be aware of the relative newness of the style 
you’re buying and ask if you can see yourself still loving it in 10 years. If yes, buy 
it. If not, take a pass.

5. Don’t buy it if you don’t love it. If that sofa or cocktail table doesn’t grab you – if 
you have to convince yourself it could work – then the minute you get it home you’ll 
be disappointed every time you look at it. It might take months to find the right 
piece of furniture, but once you do, you’ll be happy you spent the time looking.

6. Don’t shy away from big-ticket items. If you have wiggle room in your monthly 
budget and like the idea of beginning to accumulate nice furnishings, then make 
buying them part of your budget. A $650 bureau you love and that will be with you 
for 20 years is a better investment than a $180 bureau that’s going to fall apart.
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7. Don’t forget the walls. Without something on the walls to tie together your suite 
of furniture, your room is going to feel very bottom heavy. You need to “attach” 
the items that are on your floor to the walls with pieces of art that feature colors 
complementary to those in your upholstery or accent pillows.

8. Don’t overdo any one style. Limit your collection to one or two pieces. Once 
you have multiple throughout the home it begins to feel like a showroom and 
forces you to tie everything else into those pieces. Plus, once you get tired of the 
look you love (and you will), you’ll be getting rid of half of your belongings, not 
just one or two pieces.

THE GREAT OUTDOORS 

• Choose the furnishings. The furniture you choose impacts the feel of the space:

 > A round table with two chairs is a charming way to play on the  
open-air ambiance

 > Don’t feel obligated to purchase new furniture. Chairs picked up at  
a resale shop can be personalized with a little TLC

 > A narrow bench with hidden storage is a great multitasking piece. It serves  
as additional seating or a plant stand and you can stash items inside

 > Experiment with different arrangements – placing seating against the  
railing makes a space feel roomier

 > For truly unique furnishings, go with DIY pieces like this rustic cocktail table 
made from discarded pallets

http://www.todaysnest.com/todays-nest-1/2011/07/palette-able-patio-cheap-chic-cocktail-table.html
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• Bring the green. Plants are the perfect accessories to bring another touch of  
nature to your balcony or patio. A big plus is the infinite variety of containers 
available to accommodate a multitude of styles:

 > Think vertical to save valuable floor space with this inventive  
pallet garden

 > Add depth and visual interest by staggering the heights of  
your plants

 > For a simple but functional plant stand, use tiers of wooden  
planks separated by cinder blocks

 > A balcony railing makes a great home for plants with containers  
in unusual styles

BOOKS, BLOGS AND WEBSITES

Maybe you have clear ideas about designs that you like, but you’re unsure how to 
go about executing them. Perhaps your tastes run across a variety of styles and you 
want to know how to harmoniously blend them. Whatever your decorating question 
is, chances are that someone has found an answer to it – and wrote a book or blog or 
posted something about it to a website.

Here are some of the best resources we found for apartment-focused decorating.

From the Bookshelf
• The Apartment Book: Smart Decorating for Any Room is House Beautiful’s 

classic design guide that is routinely updated to keep pace with current trends. 
Each room gets its own section of tips and tricks

• Apartment Therapy: The Eight-Step Home Cure offers advice for people 
overwhelmed by the thought of decorating. HGTV contributor Maxwell Gillingham-
Ryan provides tips to bring out your personality

• The Book of Decorating: A Room-by-Room Guide to Creating a Home that 
Makes You Happy includes a helpful review of budget, function and other things 
to consider before starting your design plan.

• First Apartment Book: Cool Designs for Small Spaces is an inventive guide to 
30 DIY projects and tips for personalizing your space based on your passions

http://lifeonthebalcony.com/how-to-turn-a-pallet-into-a-garden/
http://www.apartmenttherapy.com/10-modern-planters-for-narrow-146575
http://www.apartmenttherapy.com/10-modern-planters-for-narrow-146575
http://www.amazon.com/House-Beautiful-Apartment-Book-Decorating/dp/1588169863
http://www.amazon.com/Apartment-Therapy-Eight-Step-Home-Cure/dp/0553383124/ref=pd_sim_sbs_14_1?ie=UTF8&refRID=151VY2MMXM7YY5ZSBV0R
http://www.amazon.com/Domino-Decorating-Room---Room-Creating/dp/1416575464/
http://www.amazon.com/The-First-Apartment-Book-Design/dp/0307952908/ref=pd_sim_14_5?ie=UTF8&refRID=1HFBSQBGA1XQRR17M1AE
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• The New Apartment Book: Inspiring Ideas for Practical Projects for 
Decorating Your Home is a solid base for developing your own style based on 
function, color, budget and other real-world considerations

• Apartment Feng Shui is the perfect primer in the Chinese art of Feng Shui and 
the benefits of creating balance and harmony through design

• Fifth Avenue Style: A Designer’s New York Apartment is noted designer 
Howard Slatkin’s practical guide for making any space comfortable and stylish

Advice from the Blogosphere
• Vintage Revivals. Stay-at-home mom and once-non-crafter Mandi Gubler 

provides fearless decorating advice for all kinds of projects

• For the Makers. Find instruction on making natural health and beauty products, 
jewelry, home décor accessories and much more. Themed collections help you 
mix-and-match looks

• Dream Green DIY. Get easy steps to eco-friendly renovation of tables, chairs, 
headboards and hutches as well as tips on creating shelving, photo frames and 
other accessories

• Damask Love. Blogger Amber Kemp-Gerstel explores DIY entertaining and home 
décor projects with a card-maker’s eye

• Smile and Wave. Military wife and mother of three Rachel Denbow blogs about 
her adventures in vintage home décor and big messes

http://www.amazon.com/The-New-Apartment-Book-Decorating/dp/B008SLIOGU
http://www.amazon.com/Apartment-FENG-SHUI-Basics-Feng-ebook/dp/B00LW1X3IM/ref=sr_1_13?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1431897564&sr=1-13&keywords=apartment+decorating+books
http://www.amazon.com/Fifth-Avenue-Style-Designers-Apartment/dp/0865652899/ref=sr_1_21?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1431897879&sr=1-21&keywords=apartment+decorating+books
http://www.vintagerevivals.com/
https://www.forthemakers.com/
http://www.dreamgreendiy.com/blog/
http://www.damasklove.com/
http://smileandwave.typepad.com/
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Online Inspiration
• Pinterest: Feeling short on creativity? Borrow some design inspiration from 

Pinterest users, who use this site to bookmark and “pin” their favorite things from 
all over the Web. Click any pinned bookmark for instant access to the site on 
which it was discovered. You’ll never know what design inspiration you’ll find!

• houzz: Billed as “the new way to design your home,” this site has a little bit of 
everything for every room in your apartment, from furniture and décor to helpful 
advice in solving design dilemmas

• HGTV: On-trend decorating topics and practical design advice abound on the 
site for the Home and Garden Network. What’s more, you’ll find the channel’s 
television program lineup and exclusive sneak-peeks into current and upcoming 
issues of “HGTV magazine”

• Apartment Therapy: Chock full of resources, ideas and online community 
connections, this site is dedicated to helping you beautify, organize and  
celebrate your living space

https://www.pinterest.com/
http://www.houzz.com/
http://www.hgtv.com/
http://www.apartmenttherapy.com/
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PERSONAL PIECES, PRACTICAL PRICES

Shopping at local resale stores and modestly priced outlets is a smart way to stretch 
decorating dollars, but head online if you want to find new pieces at a fraction of  
retail prices.

Discounted furnishings and artwork are waiting for you at these sites:

5 Websites for Bargain Apartment Furnishings
1. One Kings Lane. Vintage lovers will go wild for the items curated by a team of 

merchants with academic and professional backgrounds in vintage items and 
antiques. Their blog is also a good source of design ideas.

2. Overstock.com. Established in 1999, Overstock is one of the pioneers of online 
retailing. The brand was originally known as the place to purchase surplus and 
returned merchandise at below-wholesale prices, but offerings expanded into 
electronics, clothes and shoes, jewelry, and health and beauty aids.

3. Wayfair. Wayfair carries furniture and accessories from more than 5,000 brands 
including Howard Miller, Simmons and Pfaltzgraff and designer labels like Kathy 
Ireland, Rachael Ray and Tommy Bahama. Limited-time themed sales such as 
“Seaside Style” and “Industrial Chic Entryway Essentials” feature price tags up to 
70% off.

4. Cost Plus World Market. True to its name, Cost Plus World Market stocks an 
eclectic mix of unique furniture and décor with a global focus. Their CRAFT 
Boutique features limited-edition handmade items that are made available if a 
designated number of shoppers pre-order by a certain date.

5. Home Decorators Collection. An offshoot of the Georgia-based company’s retail 
stores of the same name, the site benefits from the brand’s strong relationships 
with a number of manufacturers. They buy in volume and the savings get passed 
on to you. You’ll find even deeper discounts on the Outlet page.

https://www.onekingslane.com/
http://www.overstock.com/
http://www.wayfair.com/
http://www.worldmarket.com/
http://www.homedecorators.com/
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7 PLACES TO BUY AFFORDABLE ARTWORK ONLINE

1. The Animal Print Shop. Animal lovers prize Sharon Montrose’s charmingly
sophisticated photographs of four-legged friends, and her baby animal prints are
perfect for a nursery or child’s room.

2. Ideal Bookshelf. Jane Mount’s unique Ideal Bookshelf offers hand-painted
pictures and merchandise featuring the spines of popular books themed with
favorites like Jane Austen or your custom choices

3. Zatista. A group of executives from eBay started this site specifically as a source
for affordable art. All artwork is original and the store offers free shipping and free
returns.

4. Tiny Showcase. This site promotes new artists by selling their limited edition
prints, with a twist. A portion of sale proceeds is donated to a charity of the artist’s
choice.

5. Society 6. Art doesn’t have to be restricted to the walls in your home. Society 6
sells screen-printed duvet covers, shower curtains, throw pillows, wall clocks and
other home and personal accessories.

6. Minted. Minted takes a democratic approach to developing their inventory by
allowing the online community to vote on which pieces to sell. Imagine the unique
finds!

7. UGallery. Three friends started UGallery to promote works from college students
and recent graduates. Its success prompted them to expand to include mid-
career and emerging artists.

https://www.theanimalprintshop.com/
http://www.idealbookshelf.com/
http://www.zatista.com/
http://www.tinyshowcase.com/
https://society6.com/
http://www.minted.com/
http://www.ugallery.com/


Springs Apartments are owned and managed by Continental Properties Company, Inc. Copyright 2016. All rights reserved, Continental Properties Company, Inc. 11

Artsy Holidays

Spiff up your apartment for holidays throughout the year with these easy, artistic touches:

• Pumpkin Vase. Cut the top off a pumpkin and clean the inside (just like a Jack  
 o’ Lantern). Partially fill the pumpkin with water and add a bunch of fall flowers for  
 a festive Halloween or Thanksgiving look

• Candlescapes. Gather candles in a variety of shapes and heights on a tabletop or 
 mantel. Scatter red and green wrapped mints or candy canes at the base of the 
 candles for some sparkly holiday flair

• Mason® Jar Collections. Old-fashioned glass canning jars are great for showcasing 
 holiday elements like ornaments or candies. Decorate with coordinating ribbons or 
 pre-made bows for a colorful holiday centerpiece

• Holiday Spray. Gather greenery or pine branches from your local park or nature 
 trail, fan them in different directions and bind with colorful wired ribbon or small  
 items themed for a specific holiday 

• Colored Lights. Light sets are available at home centers and hobby stores in a  
 variety of colors and color combinations – black and orange for Halloween, red and 
 white for Valentine’s Day or multiple colors for winter holidays. They come in plug-in 
 and battery-operated styles for displaying ease

• Home Accents. One of the simplest ways to dress up your apartment is to put out 
 holiday-themed accessories, like a welcome mat, throw pillows, guest towels, and 
 placemats and napkins



Springs Apartments are owned and managed by Continental Properties Company, Inc. Copyright 2016. All rights reserved, Continental Properties Company, Inc. 12

Residents of Springs Apartments have beautiful spaces to make their own. Not a 
resident yet? Don’t hesitate to call or email us with questions. We’re always eager 
to give tours of our communities and happy to answer any questions. 

Contact us today at 262-532-9344 
or springsinformation@cproperties.com.

mailto:springsinformation@cproperties.com
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