ONGOING SALVAGE OPERATION
OIL LIGHTERED FROM THE VESSEL
AS OF 10/08
(Gallons)

CURRENT PRIORITY - LIGHTERING
350,000

Lightering is the process of removing oil, fuel, other hazardous
chemicals, or cargo from one vessel to another vessel in order to
prevent pollution from spilling into the surrounding waters. Ultimately,
this aids in safeguarding the public and mitigates threats to the
environment.
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AN EXTREMELY COMPLEX SITUATION
When a “roll-on/roll-off” vessel, specifically designed to carry
wheeled cargo, is in a capsized position, it is difficult for the
response crew to carry out the salvage operation. Any work
performed inside the ship requires custom platforms to be made to
support equipment. (All stairways are now horizontal and halls and
floors are vertical so crews must build platforms to work on the
tanks.) Additionally, the angle of the vessel makes accessing some
of the tanks very difficult.
The Unified Command is working to ensure safe conditions
for the response crew in and around the vessel. To do this,
the response teams are:
● Vessel venting - air quality in and around the ship has to be
continually monitored to ensure that crews have a safe
working environment due to the lack of oxygen and presence
of potentially toxic gases.
● Unsecured/shifted cargo - The falling of cargo that may have
become dislodged during the capsizing becomes an additional
hazard. In some areas, there are up to 100 ft vertical drops
crew must work around or avoid.
● Vessel integrity - Surveys are being conducted on ship
movement, hull shape, structural changes and scouring of the
ocean floor.

Environmental conditions around the vessel can hinder salvage
efforts. Any bad weather in the area creates delays as the site
becomes unsafe to work. Strong currents and drastically changing
tidal cycles limit dive operation windows and boom deployment
effectiveness.
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