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INTRODUCTION

Experiencing Christian History 
Through the Ages provides a study 
of Christian history with a special 
focus on the growth of Christian-

ity in Europe. Starting on the banks of the 
Tiber River in 750 BC with the founding 
of Rome, students will embark on a unique 
journey through the history of Europe—with 
a special focus on the development of Chris-
tianity and its effects upon the peoples and 
lands of Europe.

Learn how Great Britain was conquered 
and subsequently abandoned by the Romans. 
Read of the first missionaries who took the 
gospel to western Europe. See how the gospel 
spread to Britain and Ireland, and then re-
turned with great force to continental Europe 
through the influence of British and Irish 
missionaries. Become familiar with the many 
persecutions God’s people faced over the cen-
turies, and how these sufferings continued to 
build the church. Finally, behold the work of 
God in the Reformation in France, and the 
courageous French Huguenots who carried 
the light of the gospel to their fellow French-
men.

This course covers three major periods:
- The Roman Empire and Roman Britain
- The Anglo-Saxon Era
- The French Reformation
Successful completion of this course pro-

vides the student 1 credit in World History/
Christian History. 

This course is recommended for grades 6-8.

This Student Workbook includes: 
1. Lesson Schedule
2. Chapter Assignments
3. Unit Exams 
4. Unit Projects
5. Final Exam 
6. Final Project
7. Answer Key

Course Objectives
This course has been prepared by authors 

and editors who are committed to the glory 
of God and to the preeminence of the Lord 
Jesus Christ in all things. Therefore, the es-
sential objectives for the student must be: 

1. That all who study this course would give 
God the glory for His sovereignty, His power, 
His goodness, His judgments, and His mercy. 

2. That the student would recognize that 
Jesus Christ is indeed King of kings and Lord 
of lords. 

3. That the student would see how God 
works through the lives of individual disciples 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, who by God’s grace, 
are used for the furtherance of the kingdom 
of Jesus Christ. 

4. That the student would find relevance in 
these historical studies for himself or herself; 
that these studies would render meaning and 
purpose to history and to the lives we live. 



of Douglas Bond’s Heroes & History novels.

Completing Exams
The student should underline key dates, 

persons, and events, or compile them in a 
notebook while reading. This will help the 
student to reinforce this material in their 
memory. Exams must be completed closed-
book, and the student may not use their refer-
ence notebook. However, before completing 
the exam, it is recommended that students 
review their underlinings in order to prepare 
for the exam.

Completing Projects
When writing an essay, poem, or time-

line, the student may consult the textbook 
throughout the completion of the project. 
When quoting from the textbook or other 
sources, the student should include a footnote 
or inline reference in parentheses, document-
ing the source of the quotation. Timeline 
dates and events should be verified against 
the textbook while assembling the timeline.

Grading Chapter Assignments
The teacher/parent may determine how 

to grade the assignments. We offer these 
suggested guidelines to grade assignments. 
Chapter assignments consist of a timeline re-
view, study questions, and questions relating 
to meditation, application, and prayer. These 
three sections of the chapter assignments 

5. That the student would better under-
stand the times in which he/she lives, given 
an understanding of what has gone before. 

6. That the student would gain an optimism 
about the kingdom of God worldwide, even 
as the kingdoms of men rise and fall. 

7. That the student would have a mind and 
an eye for the important events in history, as 
defined by a biblical world and life view. 

8. That the student would know Scripture 
better and see its amazing relevance to histo-
ry and life, especially as the many Scripture 
references are read through the duration of 
this course. 

Lesson Schedule
The lesson schedule included in this work-

book is a suggested schedule. Teachers and 
students may adapt the schedule to suit their 
needs. In some cases, the lesson schedule will 
provide a few days for students to continue 
reading a chapter. Students may read the con-
tent of certain chapters at their own pace and 
may finish earlier than recommended. The 
lesson schedule is based on a 36-week school 
year, divided into two semesters.

Completing Chapter Assignments
The student should complete the chapter 

assignments after reading the chapter. Study 
questions are provided for each of the sections 
in each historical period. Additionally, study 
questions follow the reading of each chapter 
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70% - Topic covered in a clear and accurate 

manner
10% - Essay well organized
10% - Main thesis well supported
10% - Grammar and spelling

For grading timelines, we recommend us-
ing the following criteria:

Questions to Ask:

1. Facts: Are the dates accurate? 
2. Selection of Events: Are the dates im-

portant to the period of history being stud-
ied?

3. Mechanics: Are the events written next 
to the dates grammatically correct? Are there 
any spelling errors?

4. Length: Does the timeline include at 
least the assigned number of dates?

Grade Values
The following may be used for grade values 

when grading chapter assignments, exams, or 
projects:

90-100% = A
80-89% = B
70-79% = C
60-69% = D
0-59% = F

For Christ’s Kingdom,
The Generations Curriculum Team
April, AD 2019 
 

should all be factored into the grading of each 
chapter assignment. For each chapter assign-
ment, divide the total number of questions 
answered correctly with the total number of 
questions possible to calculate the percentage.

For example, if 8 out of 11 questions were 
correct, then the percentage grade for that as-
signment will be 72%. 

8 / 11 = 72%

Grading Exams
Each unit ends with a comprehension 

exam. The number of points to assign to each 
question is provided.

Grading Projects
Each unit ends with a project. There is also 

a final project. The length/scope of the proj-
ect is listed at the beginning of each project 
section. 

For grading essays, we recommend using 
the following criteria:

Questions to Ask:
1. Point: What is the point of the essay? Is 

there a clear thesis? 
2. Organization and Flow: Is the essay well 

organized?
3. Support of Ideas: Are the arguments 

well supported?
4. Quality of Insight: Is there interesting 

and helpful knowledge communicated?
5. Clarity: Is it clear? Is it too wordy? 
6. Mechanics: Are there any spelling or 

grammatical issues?
7. Length: Does the word count of the es-

say meet the project requirements?
Grading Division for Essays:
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Date Day Assignment Due Date X Grade

First Semester–First Quarter

Week 1

1 Read 1. Rome: A Republic and Em-
pire and Answer Study Questions

2 Read 2. The Birth of Christianity and 
Answer Study Questions

3 Read 3. Roman Culture and Religion 
and Answer Study Questions

4
Read 4. Rome’s Persecution of 
Christ’s People and Answer Study 
Questions

5 Flex Day

Week 2

1
Read 5. How Christianity Came to 
the British Isles and Answer Study 
Questions

2 Flex Day

3 Read Hostage Lands - Chapter 1 and 
Complete Assignments

4 Flex Day

5 Read Hostage Lands - Chapter 2 and 
Complete Assignments

Week 3

1 Read Hostage Lands - Chapter 3 and 
Complete Assignments

2 Flex Day

3 Read Hostage Lands - Chapter 4 and 
Complete Assignments

4 Flex Day

5 Read Hostage Lands - Chapter 5 and 
Complete Assignments

Week 4

1 Read Hostage Lands - Chapter 6 and 
Complete Assignments

2 Flex Day

3 Read Hostage Lands - Chapter 7 and 
Complete Assignments

4 Flex Day

5 Read Hostage Lands - Chapter 8 and 
Complete Assignments

C O U R S E  S C H E D U L ECOURSE SCHEDULE
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Date Day Assignment Due Date X Grade

Week 5

1 Read Hostage Lands - Chapter 9 and 
Complete Assignments

2 Flex Day

3 Read Hostage Lands - Chapter 10 
and Complete Assignments

4 Flex Day

5 Read Hostage Lands - Chapter 11 
and Complete Assignments

Week 6

1 Read Hostage Lands - Chapter 12 
and Complete Assignments

2 Flex Day

3 Read Hostage Lands - Chapter 13 
and Complete Assignments

4 Flex Day

5 Read Hostage Lands - Chapter 14 
and Complete Assignments

Week 7

1 Read Hostage Lands - Chapter 15 
and Complete Assignments

2 Flex Day

3 Read Hostage Lands - Chapter 16 
and Complete Assignments

4 Flex Day

5 Read Hostage Lands - Chapter 17 
and Complete Assignments

Week 8

1 Read Hostage Lands - Chapter 18 
and Complete Assignments

2 Flex Day

3 Read Hostage Lands - Chapter 19 
and Complete Assignments

4 Flex Day

5 Read Hostage Lands - Chapter 20 
and Complete Assignments
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Date Day Assignment Due Date X Grade

Week 9

1 Read Hostage Lands - Chapter 21 
and Complete Assignments

2 Flex Day

3 Read Hostage Lands - Chapter 22 
and Complete Assignments

4 Flex Day

5 Read Hostage Lands - Chapter 24 
and Complete Assignments

First Semester–Second Quarter

Week 1

1 Read Hostage Lands - Chapter 25 
and Complete Assignments

2 Flex Day

3 Read Hostage Lands - Chapter 26 
and Complete Assignments

4 Flex Day

5 Read Hostage Lands - Chapter 27 
and Complete Assignments

Week 2

1 Read Hostage Lands - Chapter 28 
and Complete Assignments

2 Flex Day

3 Read Hostage Lands - Chapter 29 
and Complete Assignments

4 Flex Day

5 Read Hostage Lands - Chapter 30 
and Complete Assignments

Week 3

1 Read Hostage Lands - Chapter 31 
and Complete Assignments

2 Flex Day

3 Read Hostage Lands - Chapter 32 
and Complete Assignments

4 Flex Day

5 Read Hostage Lands - Chapter 33 
and Complete Assignments



EXPERIENCING CHRISTIAN HISTORY THROUGH THE AGES – 13

Date Day Assignment Due Date X Grade

Week 4

1 Read Hostage Lands - Chapter 34 
and Complete Assignments

2 Read Hostage Lands - Chapter 35 
and Complete Assignments

3 Read Hostage Lands - Chapter 36 
and Complete Assignments

4 Read Hostage Lands - Chapter 37 
and Complete Assignments

5 Complete Hostage Lands Compre-
hension Exam

Week 5

1 Begin Unit 1 Project

2 Complete Unit 1 Project

3 Read 1. The Growth of Christianity in 
Britain and Answer Study Questions

4 Read 2. Church and Community Life 
and Answer Study Questions

5 Flex Day

Week 6

1 Read 3. Celtic Missions to Europe 
and Answer Study Questions

2 Read 4. The Venerable Bede and 
Answer Study Questions

3 Read 5. Alfred the Great and Answer 
Study Questions

4 Read Hand of Vengeance - Chapter 1 
and Complete Assignments

5 Flex Day

Week 7

1 Read Hand of Vengeance - Chapter 2 
and Complete Assignments

2 Flex Day

3 Read Hand of Vengeance - Chapter 3 
and Complete Assignments

4 Flex Day

5 Read Hand of Vengeance - Chapter 4 
and Complete Assignments
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Date Day Assignment Due Date X Grade

Week 8

1 Read Hand of Vengeance - Chapter 5 
and Complete Assignments

2 Flex Day

3 Read Hand of Vengeance - Chapter 6 
and Complete Assignments

4 Flex Day

5 Read Hand of Vengeance - Chapter 7 
and Complete Assignments

Week 9

1 Read Hand of Vengeance - Chapter 8 
and Complete Assignments

2 Flex Day

3 Read Hand of Vengeance - Chapter 9 
and Complete Assignments

4 Flex Day

5 Read Hand of Vengeance - Chapter 
10 and Complete Assignments

Mid-Term Grade

Second Semester-Third Quarter

Week 1

1 Read Hand of Vengeance - Chapter 
11 and Complete Assignments

2 Flex Day

3 Read Hand of Vengeance - Chapter 
12 and Complete Assignments

4 Flex Day

5 Read Hand of Vengeance - Chapter 
13 and Complete Assignments

Week 2

1 Read Hand of Vengeance - Chapter 
14 and Complete Assignments

2 Flex Day

3 Read Hand of Vengeance - Chapter 
15 and Complete Assignments

4 Flex Day

5 Read Hand of Vengeance - Chapter 
16 and Complete Assignments
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Date Day Assignment Due Date X Grade

Week 3

1 Read Hand of Vengeance - Chapter 
17 and Complete Assignments

2 Flex Day

3 Read Hand of Vengeance - Chapter 
18 and Complete Assignments

4 Flex Day

5 Read Hand of Vengeance - Chapter 
19 and Complete Assignments

Week 4

1 Read Hand of Vengeance - Chapter 
20 and Complete Assignments

2 Flex Day

3 Read Hand of Vengeance - Chapter 
21 and Complete Assignments

4 Flex Day

5 Read Hand of Vengeance - Chapter 
22 and Complete Assignments

Week 5

1 Read Hand of Vengeance - Chapter 
23 and Complete Assignments

2 Flex Day

3 Read Hand of Vengeance - Chapter 
24 and Complete Assignments

4 Flex Day

5 Read Hand of Vengeance - Chapter 
25 and Complete Assignments

Week 6

1 Read Hand of Vengeance - Chapter 
26 and Complete Assignments

2 Read Hand of Vengeance - Chapter 
27 and Complete Assignments

3 Complete Hand of Vengeance Com-
prehension Exam

4 Begin Unit 2 Project

5 Complete Unit 2 Project



CO
UR

SE
 S

CH
ED

UL
E

16

Date Day Assignment Due Date X Grade

Week 7

1 Read 1. The Cathar Crusade and 
Answer Study Questions

2 Read 2. The Waldensian Movement 
and Answer Study Questions

3 Read 3. The Reformation in France 
and Answer Study Questions

4 Read 4. Pierre Viret: Evangelist to 
France and Answer Study Questions

5 Flex Day

Week 8

1
Read 5. The Sufferings of the French 
Huguenots and Answer Study Ques-
tions

2
Read Hammer of the Huguenots 
- Chapter 1 and Complete Assign-
ments

3
Read Hammer of the Huguenots 
- Chapter 2 and Complete Assign-
ments

4
Read Hammer of the Huguenots 
- Chapter 3 and Complete Assign-
ments

5 Flex Day

Week 9

1
Read Hammer of the Huguenots 
- Chapter 4 and Complete Assign-
ments

2
Read Hammer of the Huguenots 
- Chapter 5 and Complete Assign-
ments

3
Read Hammer of the Huguenots 
- Chapter 6 and Complete Assign-
ments

4
Read Hammer of the Huguenots 
- Chapter 7 and Complete Assign-
ments

5 Flex Day

Second Semester-Fourth Quarter

Week 1

1
Read Hammer of the Huguenots 
- Chapter 8 and Complete Assign-
ments

2 Flex Day

3
Read Hammer of the Huguenots 
- Chapter 9 and Complete Assign-
ments

4 Flex Day

5
Read Hammer of the Huguenots 
- Chapter 10 and Complete Assign-
ments
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Date Day Assignment Due Date X Grade

Week 2

1
Read Hammer of the Huguenots 
- Chapter 11 and Complete Assign-
ments

2
Read Hammer of the Huguenots 
- Chapter 12 and Complete Assign-
ments

3
Read Hammer of the Huguenots 
- Chapter 13 and Complete Assign-
ments

4
Read Hammer of the Huguenots 
- Chapter 14 and Complete Assign-
ments

5 Flex Day

Week 3

1
Read Hammer of the Huguenots 
- Chapter 15 and Complete Assign-
ments

2 Flex Day

3
Read Hammer of the Huguenots 
- Chapter 16 and Complete Assign-
ments

4 Flex Day

5
Read Hammer of the Huguenots 
- Chapter 17 and Complete Assign-
ments

Week 4

1
Read Hammer of the Huguenots 
- Chapter 18 and Complete Assign-
ments

2
Read Hammer of the Huguenots 
- Chapter 19 and Complete Assign-
ments

3
Read Hammer of the Huguenots 
- Chapter 20 and Complete Assign-
ments

4
Read Hammer of the Huguenots 
- Chapter 21 and Complete Assign-
ments

5 Flex Day

Week 5

1
Read Hammer of the Huguenots 
- Chapter 22 and Complete Assign-
ments

2
Read Hammer of the Huguenots 
- Chapter 23 and Complete Assign-
ments

3
Read Hammer of the Huguenots 
- Chapter 24 and Complete Assign-
ments

4
Read Hammer of the Huguenots 
- Chapter 25 and Complete Assign-
ments

5 Flex Day
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Date Day Assignment Due Date X Grade

Week 6

1
Read Hammer of the Huguenots 
- Chapter 26 and Complete Assign-
ments

2
Read Hammer of the Huguenots 
- Chapter 27 and Complete Assign-
ments

3
Read Hammer of the Huguenots 
- Chapter 28 and Complete Assign-
ments

4
Read Hammer of the Huguenots 
- Chapter 29 and Complete Assign-
ments

5 Flex Day

Week 7

1
Read Hammer of the Huguenots 
- Chapter 30 and Complete Assign-
ments

2 Flex Day

3
Read Hammer of the Huguenots 
- Chapter 31 and Complete Assign-
ments

4 Flex Day

5
Read Hammer of the Huguenots 
- Chapter 32 and Complete Assign-
ments

Week 8

1
Read Hammer of the Huguenots 
- Chapter 33 and Complete Assign-
ments

2 Complete Hammer of the Huguenots 
Comprehension Exam

3 Begin Unit 3 Project

4 Continue Working on Unit 3 Project

5 Complete Unit 3 Project

Week 9

1 Flex Day

2 Flex Day

3 Flex Day

4 Flex Day

5 Flex Day

Final Grade
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CHRISTIANITY IN THE 

ROMAN WORLD



1. ROME: A REPUBLIC AND EMPIRE
Look to Me, and be saved, all you ends of the 
earth! For I am God, and there is no other. 
(Isaiah 45:22)

Many centuries before the 
birth of our Lord Jesus, a 
small city-state in the region 
of modern-day Italy became 

a large empire. It would be the most pow-
erful empire in the world. Rome began as a 
small city-state 750 years before Jesus’ birth. 
At its height, this empire ruled over the area 
all around the Mediterranean Sea, including 

parts of Europe, modern-day Iraq, and Iran. 
Most of the empires of men are formed 

when men go to war against each other. Ac-
cording to Roman legend, this great empire 
began when two twin brothers, Romulus and 
Remus, set out to build a new city. Howev-
er, they fought each other over who would be 
the leader of this settlement. Romulus killed 
Remus, making him the new king. He then 
named the city after himself—Rome. This 
horrible deed became the pattern for future 
leaders of this empire. The history of the Ro-

THE ANCIENT ROMAN FORUM



been proven in history. That is what God re-
vealed to Daniel, comparing Jesus’ kingdom 
to Rome, or any other strong kingdom set up 
by men: 

And the fourth kingdom shall be as strong 
as iron, inasmuch as iron breaks in pieces 
and shatters everything; and like iron that 
crushes, that kingdom will break in pieces 
and crush all the others...And in the days of 
these kings the God of heaven will set up a 
kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and 
the kingdom shall not be left to other people; 

man Republic and the Roman Empire is a 
long tale of many wars, political murders, and 
cultural violence as seen in the gladiatorial 
games.  

What a great difference there is between 
the kingdom of Jesus and the kingdom of 
Rome! Our Lord gives up His own life for 
His people on the cross. But the great leaders 
in the kingdoms of men take away other peo-
ple’s lives to gain power for themselves. 

However, Jesus’ kingdom would become 
the greatest kingdom in the world.  This has 

POLITICAL ASSEMBLY IN ANCIENT ROME
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As Rome expanded its power, Carthage also 
competed for control of the Mediterranean. 
Rome’s thirst for power in the Mediterranean 
led to three major wars against Carthage, 
known as the “Punic Wars.”

Among the most famous events of ancient 
history is the daring military attack led by the 
Carthaginian general Hannibal during the 
Second Punic War (218-201 BC). Hannibal 
took a massive army over the treacherous Alps 
into northern Italy, looking to attack the city 
of Rome from the north. With some 26,000 
men in company, this mighty Carthaginian 
general almost brought Rome to its knees. 
In battle after battle, Hannibal defeated the 
Romans until he was within six miles of the 
great city of Rome itself.

However, at this time the Romans came up 
with another strategy, and that was to attack 
Carthage itself. This forced Hannibal to re-
turn home to protect his own city from the 
Roman armies. The Romans then success-
fully conquered Carthage. By the end of the 
Third Punic War (149-146 BC), Carthage 
was completely destroyed. This final victory 
insured Rome’s place as the greatest military 
power in the ancient Western world. 

At the same time, Rome fought its way into 
many other regions of the world. This empire 
was looking to control the whole world—
at least all of the civilized areas around the 
Middle East and Europe.  At the Republic’s 
height of glory, under the leadership of Julius 
Caesar, Rome held control of North Africa, 
as well as modern-day Spain, France, Ger-
many, Italy, Greece, Turkey, Israel, Egypt, and 
the Netherlands. Shortly after the birth of 
Christ and the founding of the early church, 

it shall break in pieces and consume all these 
kingdoms, and it shall stand forever. (Dan-
iel 2:40, 44)

The History of the Roman Empire
For about 250 years, this small city-state 

was led by a king. Somewhere around 509 
BC, Rome’s monarchy came to an end, and 
the era of the Roman Republic began. This 
new form of government involved a Senate 
and popular assemblies which were voted in 
by the people. This republic would last until 
27 BC, when it became an empire. Just be-
fore the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, a man 
named Augustus became Emperor over the 
whole Roman world. 

Before Rome became an empire, it gained 
control over the whole region of the Med-
iterranean world. Through various wars and 
conquests, Rome became the strongest power 
in the ancient Western world. But Rome was 
not alone in its conquests. Another compet-
itor for power arose in North Africa—Car-
thage. Founded some 75 years before Rome, 
Carthage also began as a single city-state. 

Definition: Republic

A republic is a state in which supreme power is 
held by the people and their elected represen-
tatives, and which has an elected or nominat-
ed president/leader rather than a king. The 
government of the United States of America 
is a Republic as defined by the Constitution of 
the United States. 
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HANNIBAL CROJSSING THE ALPS
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The Greeks were better at war than ruling 
their conquered lands. When Alexander the 
Great died in 323 BC, his empire was split up 
into smaller kingdoms. The glory of Greece 
quickly faded. Yet Greek philosophy, Greek 
politics, and the Greek language spread all 
throughout the Mediterranean area. The 
Greeks gained the respect of the Romans as 
well.

Rome adopted Greek ideas, Greek edu-
cation, the Greek fables, and the Greek false 
gods. They would rename the gods to give 
them a Roman flavor. For example, the Greek 
god Zeus was renamed Jupiter, Ares became 
Mars, and Hera became Juno. For the Ro-
mans, Greece was the great example of cul-
tural development in art, literature, philoso-
phy, and government.

the Roman Empire would also conquer the 
British Isles. 

Rome’s conquests of the various people 
groups of the Western world were often cruel. 
Rome did not show much respect for the cul-
tures of the people they conquered. They be-
lieved that Roman culture and Roman society 
was the greatest on earth. However, the Ro-
mans had more respect for Greek culture and 
society. Just before the rise of Rome, Greece 
had become a large empire through the mili-
tary conquests of Alexander the Great (356-
323 BC). Alexander’s powerful military vic-
tories led to the spread of the Greek language 
and culture throughout the ancient world. 
This would prepare the way for the coming of 
Jesus, the publication of the New Testament 
in the Greek language, and the Christian dis-
cipleship of the nations around Europe. 

THE PARTHENON IN ATHENS, GREECE
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The king spoke, saying, “Is not this great 
Babylon, that I have built for a royal dwell-
ing by my mighty power and for the honor 
of my majesty?”  While the word was still in 
the king’s mouth, a voice fell from heaven: 
“King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: 
the kingdom has departed from you!”  (Dan-
iel 4:30-31)

Rome’s republican form of government 
could not last forever; the strain of govern-
ing so large an empire was too great for it. 
There was too much infighting. The character 
of the nation was incapable of handling such 
a big empire. For centuries, Roman society 
prided itself on respecting the rights of the 
people. Romans valued equality in govern-
ment. They didn’t realize that man is sinful 
and proud by nature.  He wants to seek more 

For all the gods of the peoples are idols, but 
the LORD made the heavens. (Psalm 96:5)

Although the Romans and Greeks wor-
shiped and served these false gods, there was 
another god they worshiped more than these. 
It was the god of themselves. It was the god 
of man. It was the god of their own kingdom 
and government. They were most impressed 
with the glory of man. As Nebuchadnez-
zar was impressed with all the works he had 
done, so Rome became very impressed with 
its own power and impressive work.  There 
was nothing in the history of the kingdoms 
of men like the great city of Rome and its 
“glorious” empire.  God always brings kings 
and empires down when they begin to glory 
in their own work.  This is what happened to 
Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel 4. 

CAESAR AUGUSTUS
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ferred to as “the savior of the world.” 

But Augustus was not a savior. He could 
not save man from his problems of sin and 
death. The world would need another savior. 
The true Savior from God was born in the 
small village of Bethlehem and raised in the 
town of Nazareth in Galilee. Little did the 
Roman powers know,  this One would be a 
powerful rival with Augustus and all of the 
other kingdoms of the earth. His primary 
reason for coming, however, was not to free 
Israel from Roman power, but to “save His 
people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21). He 
came as the Messiah, the Savior of the world. 
He is the eternal Son of the living God, and 
He is also called the “Son of Man.” This great 
event occurred during the reign of the first 
Roman Emperor, Caesar Augustus, accord-
ing to the clear words of the Gospel of Luke.

And it came to pass in those days that a 
decree went out from Caesar Augustus that 
all the world should be registered. This census 
first took place while Quirinius was govern-
ing Syria. . . Joseph also went up from Gal-
ilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, 
to the city of David, which is called Bethle-
hem, because he was of the house and lineage 
of David, to be registered with Mary, his 
betrothed wife, who was with child. (Luke 
2:1-5)

power for himself. Leaders in the Roman 
government were not satisfied with limiting 
their own power. The lust for power and glory 
eventually led to the end of the Roman Re-
public and the beginning of the Roman Em-
pire. Near the time of the birth of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Roman Republic came to 
an end.  It was God’s plan that the Roman 
Empire would approach its height in worldly 
power and glory when His Son was born in 
a humble stable in Bethlehem.  Before Rome 
appeared on the scene, there had been many 
attempts to build empires—Babel, Egypt, 
Assyria, Babylon, Persia, and Greece. Now, at 
the birth of Christ, the world had finally built 
for itself the greatest empire of all.

Octavian—who is also known by the ti-
tle “Augustus Caesar”—reigned as Emper-
or between 27 BC and AD 14. He brought 
in the era known as the Pax Romana, or the 
“Peace of Rome.” By this time Rome had put 
down most of its enemies. Apart from a few 
wars in Judea and Parthia, and conflicts on 
the far perimeter of Rome’s reach, the em-
pire enjoyed a season of relative peace for two 
hundred years. When Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, came into the world, these human gov-
ernments had achieved the highest levels of 
power, peace, prosperity, and pride. It seemed 
that man had finally achieved something for 
himself. Augustus Caesar himself was re-
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1.  RO M E :  A  R E P U B L I C  A N D  E M P I R E
Exercises

Study Questions
1. According to legend, who founded Rome?

2. In which of the Punic Wars did Hannibal lead an 
army over the Alps?

3. Before Rome became an empire, what form of 
government did it have?

4. What was the Roman name for the Greek god 
Zeus?

5. Who was the first emperor of the Roman Em-
pire?

6. In what year did Rome become an empire?

7. What does Pax Romana mean?
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C H A P T E R  1  –  D E A D  W O R D S
Hostage Lands Exercises

After You Read

Study Questions
1. What did Miss Klitsa ride? 

2. What was Miss Klitsa obsessed with? 

3. According to Miss Klitsa, what can Latin be used 
for? What is a nuance? 

4. What wall is mentioned in this chapter?

Before You Read

Chapter Summary
In this chapter, the reader is introduced to the 
teacher, Miss Klitsa, and to Neil, one of Miss Klitsa’s 
Latin students. Miss Klitsa teaches her class about 
the importance of Roman history and the Latin 
language in order to better understand the history of 
their own land of England.

Words to Know
1. Nuance: A subtle difference in the meaning of 
words.

2. Bewilderment: The state of being perplexed or 
confused.

3. Engender: To cause or give rise to something.

4. Incalculable: Too great to be calculated or estimat-
ed.

5. Non-Sequitur: A Latin phrase used to describe 
a conclusion or statement that does not logically 
follow from the previous argument or statement
 
6. Demented: Driven to behave irrationally due to 
anger, distress, or excitement.

7. Quaver: A shake or tremble in a person’s voice 
when they are speaking.

8. Stylus: A pointed instrument used by the ancients 
for writing on wax tablets.
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C H A P T E R  2  –  H O L E  I N  T H E  T U R F
Hostage Lands Exercises

2. How much did Neil’s four-wheeler weigh?

3. What artifact did Neil discover?

Before You Read

Chapter Summary
In this chapter, Neil goes for a ride near Hadrian’s 
Wall on his All-Terrain Vehicle (ATV). After driv-
ing too fast, Neil gets into an accident, but ends up 
discovering an ancient artifact.

Words to Know
1. Trireme: An ancient Greek or Roman warship 
with three rows of oars.

2. Intone: To say with little rise and fall of the pitch 
of the voice.

3. Fishtail: An uncontrolled, side-to-side movement 
of the rear of a vehicle.

4. Legion: A unit of 3,000–6,000 men in the ancient 
Roman army.

5. Undulate: To move with a smooth wavelike mo-
tion.

6. Contusion: A bruise

7. Peat: A brown, soil-like material, commonly found 
in a bog.

After You Read

Study Questions
1. What was the name of the Perkins’ family farm?



Before You Read

Chapter Summary
In this chapter, Neil returns home with his ancient 
package and begins to investigate the artifact.

Words to Know
1. Brevity: A clear and exact use of words. 

2. Monosyllabic: A word consisting of one syllable.

3. Paternal: That which relates to a father.

4. Copious: Abundant in supply or quantity.

5. Bolster: A long, thick pillow that is placed under 
other pillows for support.

After You Read

Study Questions
1. What language was the book written in?

2. What did Neil do when his mother was about to 
enter the room?

3. Who was the only person who might have been 
able to read the tablets Neil discovered?

4. What did Neil call the package?
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C H A P T E R  3  –  W H AT  T O  D O  W I T H  I T ?
Hostage Lands Exercises
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Before You Read

Chapter Summary
In this chapter, Neil takes the artifact to Miss Klitsa 
to help identify what it is. Miss Klitsa is amazed 
at Neil’s find, and encourages him to translate the 
ancient writing tablets.

Words to Know
1. Warily: Cautiously or carefully.

2. Hoax: A deception

3. Juvenile: Childish or immature.

4. Gratification: One’s personal pleasure, received by 
fulfilling a desire.  

5. Windfall: Unexpected good, sometimes resulting 
in receiving a large amount of money.

6. Inaudible: Unable to be heard.

7. Daub: To coat or smear a surface. 

8. Bloke: A British term for “a man” or “a fellow.”

After You Read

Study Questions
1. How old is Neil?

2. How does Miss Klitsa respond to Neil’s idea of 
selling the spearhead?

3. Where was the exact location in which Neil 
found the book?

4. What does Miss Klitsa tell Neil about the impor-
tance of his discovery?

5. Why did Neil now want to learn Latin?

6. How hard did Neil work at the translation?

C H A P T E R  4  –  T H E  D E A D  B E G I N  T O  S P E A K
Hostage Lands Exercises



Before You Read

Chapter Summary
In this chapter, the reader is introduced to Rusticus, 
the author of the account. Rusticus describes his 
role in the Roman army and his duties as a centuri-
on, which includes commanding a group of Roman 
soldiers in Roman Britain.

Words to Know
1. Compulsion: The act of forcing or of being forced 
to do something.

2. Grandeur: Splendor

3. Centurion: The Roman commander of a “century,” 
consisting of 100 men.

4. Irrepressible: Not able to be controlled or re-
strained.

5. Pilum: A Roman throwing spear.

6. Putrefy: To decay or rot.

7. Adulation: Excessive admiration or praise.

8. Tribune: Any of the six officers over a legion.

10. Gladius: The Roman short sword.

11. Broch: A circular stone tower.

12. Elysium: A place at the ends of the earth, ac-
cording to Roman mythology, where certain favored 
heroes were brought by the gods after death.

13. Palatial: Spacious and splendid.

After You Read

Study Questions
1. Who wrote this book?

2. What does Musae me attendant mean?

3. How does Rusticus describe the state of the Ro-
man Empire?

4. What enemy was Rusticus facing?

5. Who was the commander of the legion which 
Rusticus was a member of?

6. What was Linus’ opinion about the men en-
trenching in the chosen location?
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C H A P T E R  5  –  RO U T E  M A RC H  T R E AC H E R Y
Hostage Lands Exercises


