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SIN

Sin s the transgression ofthe law—1 John 3:4,

E that wishes to

i ight views about Christian holiness,
must begin by examin

1 the vast and solemn subject of sin
He must dig down very low if he would build high. A misiake
here is most mischicvous. Wrong views about holiness are gener-
ally traceable to wrong views about human corruption. 1 make no
apology for be
making son

“The plain truth is that a right knowledge of sin lies at the
root of all saving Christianity. Without it such doctrines as justi-
fication, conversion, sanctification, are ‘words and names' which
n0 meaning to the mind. The first thing, therefore, that
God does when he makes anyone a new creature in Ch
o snd gt o hi heat, and show i that he i gy
sinner. The material creation in Genesis began with light’ and

aning this volume of papers about holiness by
e plain statements about sin

50 also does the spiritual creation. God ‘shines into our hearts
by the work of the Holy Ghost, and then spiritual life begins
.Ca 391 Dl i s f i g o
4 of the errors, heresies, and false doctrines of the present
e 1 o At b e ot s
discase, you cannot wonder if he is content with false o imper.
fect remedics. I believe that one of the chief wants of the church
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i the minetcenth century has been, and is, clearr,fullr teach-
ing aboutsin

(1)1 shall begin the subject by supplying some DEFINITION
o Il of course familiar with the terms ‘sin’ and
“sinners’, We talk frequendy of ‘sin’ being in the world, and of

men commitiing 'ins. But what do we mean by these terms and
phrases? Do we really know? I fear there is much mental confu-
sion and haziness on this point. Let me try,as briefl as possible,
0 supply an answwer.

Isay, then, that sin’,speaking generally. is, asthe Ninth Article
of our Church declares, ‘the fault and corruption of the nature of
every man that is naturally engendered of the offspring of Adam:
whereby man is very far gone [quam longissime is the Latin] from
original rightcousness, and is of his own nature inclined 10 evil,
50 that the flesh lusteth alway against the spirit; and, therefore, in
every person bor into the world, it deserveth God's wrath and
damnation. Sin, in short, is that vast moral disease which affects
the whole human race, of every rank, and class, and name, and
nation, and people, and tongue;  discase from which there never
was but one born of woman that was free. Need I say that one was
Chnslksus the Lord?

. furthermore, that ‘a sin', to speak more particularly,
consiss In doing, saying, tinking or magiing anything that
is not in perfect conformity with the mind and law of God. Sin
in short, as the Scripture saith, is ‘the transgression of the law’
1 John 3:4). The sightest ouward or inward departure from abso-

constitutes a sin, and at once makes us guily in Gods sight.

f course 1 need not tell anyone who reads his Bible with
tsoon ot may b Godh 18 g thought,
when there is no overt and visible act of wickedness. Our Lord
has setled that point beyond dispute in the Sermon on the Mount
(Matt, 5:21-28). Even a poet of our own has trul A man
‘may smile and smile, and be a villain.
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Again, 1 need not tell a careful student of the New Testamen,
that there are sins of omission as well as commission, and that we
sin, a5 our Prayer-book justly reminds us, by ‘leaving undone the
things we ought o do', as really as by ‘doing the things we ought
not 10 do'. The solemn words of our Master in the Gospel of St
Matthew place this point also beyond dispute. It is there written,
Depart, ye cursed, into everlasting fre:—for | was an hungered.
and ye gave me no meat: 1 was thirst, and ye gave me no drink
(Matt, 25:41, 42). 1t was a deep and thoughiful saying of holy
Ak Uit itk e il e o al g
ins, and specially my sins of omission.

But 1 do think it necessary in these times to remind my read-

15 that @ man may commit sin and yet be ignorant of it, and
fancy himself innocent when he is guilty. | fail to see any scri

wral warrant for the modern assertion that ‘S is not sin o us
wntil we discern it and are conscious of it On the contrary,in the
4th and 5th chapters of that unduly neglected book, Leviticus,
and in the 15th of Numbers, 1 find Isracl distincily taught that

there were sins of ignorance which rendered people unclean, and
needed atonement (Lev. 4:1-35; 5:14-19; Num. 15:22-29). And 1
find our Lord expressly teaching that ‘the servant who knew not
his master's will and did it not’ was not excused on account of his
ignorance, but was beaten’ or punished (Luke 12:48). We shall do
well 10 remember, that when we make our own miserably imper-
fect knowledge and consciousness the measure of our sinfulness,
we are on very dangerous ground. A decper study of Leviticus
‘might do us much good

() Concerning the ORIGIN AND SOURCE of this vast
‘moral disease called sin | must say something 1 fear the views of
‘many professing Christians on this point are sadly defective and
unsound. I dare not pass it by. Let us, then, have it fixed down in
our minds that the sinfulness of man does not begin from without
but from within. I is ot the result of bad training in early years. It
s not picked up from bad companions and bad examples, as some
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weak Christians are 100 fond of saying. Nol it is a family disease,

which we all inherit from our first parents, Adam and Eve, and

with which we are born. Created ‘in the image of God', innocent

and righteous at firs, our parents fel from original righteousness

and became sinful and corrupt. And from that day to this all men
¢ bor in the image of r.nm ,mm and B

and womer
heritah

into the world —That which is born ur B T e ach e
are by nature children of wrath—The carnal mind is enmity
against God:—Out of the heart [naturally as out of a fountain]
proceed vl thoughts, adulteries, and the like (John 3:6: Eph. 233
Rom. 8:7: Mark 7:21). The fairest babe that has entered lfe this
year, and bee beam of a family. is not, s its mother
perhaps ru ndly s i st o e s Euca
Tl sinner’ Alas! as it lm;smxhnkmnl crovingin s cradle, that
1k s cao i e i s ery kind of wicked-
ness! Only wateh it carcfully, as it grows in stature and its mind
develops, and you will soon detect in it an incessant tendency to
that which s bad, and a backwardness to that which s good. You
willsee init m: buds and germs of deceit, vil temper, sefishness,
acy. grecdiness, envy, jealousy; passion—which,
ndulaed and o lom,wil oot up with painul rapiisy Who
taught the ehild these things? Where did he learn them? The Bible
alone can answer these questions!—OF all the foolish |Inng¢ that
parents say about their children there is none worse than the com-
‘mon saying, My son has a good hear at the bottom. He is not what
he ought 1o be: but he has fallen into bad hands. Public schools
are bad places. The tutors neglect the boys. Yet he has a good heart
at the bottom,—The truth, unhappily. is diametrically the other
way. The first cause of al sin lie in the natural corruption of the
boys own heart, and not in the school.

(3) Concerning the EXTENT of this vast moral discase
of man called sin, let us beware that we make no mistake. The
only safe ground is that which is laid for us in Scripture. ‘Every
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imagination of the thoughts of his heart s by nature ‘evil, and
that continually —The heart s deceitful above all things, and
desperatly wicked' (Gen. 6:5: Jer. 17:9). Sin is a discase which
pervades and runs through every part of our moral constitution
and every faculty of our minds. The understanding, the afections,
the reasoning powers, the will, are all more or less infected. Even
the conscience s so blinded that it cannot be depended on as a
sure guide, and i as likely to lead men wrong as right, unless
itis enlightencd by the Holy Ghost. In short, from the sole of
the foot even unto the head there is no soundness’ about us
(1sa. 1:6). The discase may be veiled under a thin covering of
courtesy, polteness, good manners, and outward decorum; but it
lies decp down in the constiution.

Ladmit fully that man has many grand and noble faculies lft

about him, and that in arts and sciences and literature he shows.

But
he s uterly dead', and has no natural knowledge, or love, or fear
of God. His best things are so interwoven and intermingled with
corruption, that the contrast only brings out into sharper reliel
the truth and extent of the fal. That one and the same ercature

ould be in some things so high and in others so low—so great
75 Bl s S04 v 3o sk 2 it o
ception and exccution of material things, and yet so grovelling
and debased in his afections—that he should be able to plan and
ercct buildings like those of Carnac and Luxor in Egypt, and the

Parthenon at Athens, and yet worship vile gods and goddesses,
I birds, and b b

1o produce tragedies like those of /Eschylus and Sophocles, and
tories like that of Thucydid e aslave 10 abominable
vices like those described in the first chapter of the Epistle to the
Romans—all this is a sore puzzle to those who sneer at ‘Gods
‘Word written’, and scoff at us as ‘Bibliolaters’ But it is a knot that
we can untic with the Bible in our hands. We can acknowledge

that man has all the marks of a majestic temple about him—a
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temple in which God once dwelt, but @ temple which s now in
utter ruins—a temple in which a shatiered window here, and a
doorway there, and a column there, sill give some faint idea of
the magnificence of the original design, but a temple which from
end 10 end has lost its glory and fallen from its high estate. And
we say that nothing solves the complicated problem of man’ co
dition but the doctrine of original or birth-sin and the crushing
effects of the fall.

L us remember, besides this, that every part of the world
bears testimony 1o the fact that sin is the universal discase of all
mankind. Search the globe from cast 1o west and from pole to
nation of every clime in the four quarters
of the carth—search every rank and class in our own country
from the highest to the lowest—and under every circumstance
and condition, the report will be always the same. The remotest
islands in the Pacific Ocean, completely separate from Europe,
Asia, Africa, and America, beyond the reach alike of oriental
luxury and western arts and lierature—islands inhabited by
people ignorant of books, money; steam, and gunpowder—

y the vices of mode very
islands have always been found, when first discovered, the abode
of the vilest forms of lust, cruelty deceit, and supersition. If the
inhabitants have known nothing clse, they have always known
how 10 sin! Everywhere the human heart s natwrally ‘deceitful
above all things, and desperately wicked (er. 17:9). For my part,
1 know no stronger proof of the inspiration of Genesis and the

Mosaic account o the origin of man, than the power, extent, and
universality of sn. Grant that mankind have all sprung from one
pair, and that this pair fell (as Gen. 3 tells us), and the state of
human nature everywhere is casily accounted for. Deny it, a
ey o sy e s s et il el
In a word, the uniformity and universaliy of human corruption
supply one of the most unanswerable instances of the enormous
“diffcultics of infidelity
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forgorten that God has married together jusification and sanctification. They are
hings,

o, Allusifed people v sncifid,an al sancifed s ustfid. What God

unles you have also some marks of sancification. Boast not of Chriss work for
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Spiric can ever be divided. | doubt not that many belevers know thes things, but |
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