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Part 110 • God, the Source
Proverbs 16:1

The preparations of the heart in man, and the answer of the tongue, is 
from the LORD. 

Some proverbs are more difficult to understand than others, 
and almost every English version of this particular verse yields 
a different translation of the Hebrew text. Thankfully, this is 
not true of the corpus of God’s Word. So if we hold this verse 
under the light of the rest of the Word which is both clearly 
translated and generally understood, we can extract the truth 
out of it. 

As in the case of the prophet Balaam, who could not say 
a single thing except what God permitted him to say, so 
here the wise man claims God to be always in control of 
the tongue. This applies to everything that is said by every 
person, speaking in every language on the earth. Even wicked 
men may say many wicked things, but God will be sure that 
they say the “right” evil thing! God is neither the author of 
sin nor the architect of the wicked hearts of men. Yet, there 
will be no wicked thing said or wicked action taken but that 
which is ordained by God Himself. When the wicked Jews 
cried out to Pilate those wretched words, “Crucify Him!” and 
by wicked hands turned their Messiah over to the Romans 
for crucifixion, their actions came by the full intent of the 
determinant counsel of God (Acts 2:23). Even as God has a 
higher purpose operating through the evil actions and words 
of men—such as in the case of the atoning death of His Son 
for the sins of His people—man is still responsible for those 
actions. This is because the sinful nature of the event is a 
consequence of the ruminations and motivations of the heart. 
God’s heart is pure in all that He orchestrates. However, man’s 
heart is evil, and it is the evil in men’s hearts that makes them 
culpable before God for their sin.

Part 110 • God, the Source
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Proverbs 16:2
All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes; but the LORD weighs 

the spirits. 

Men hate to think that they are either lacking in moral 
virtue or failing to meet the standard of absolute ethics. So 
they institute their own standards. It doesn’t matter whether 
a man is just an ordinary nice guy raising four kids in the 
suburbs or a serial murderer in a maximum security prison—
even cannibals have their standards of moral decency as they 
remind their children to wipe their mouths with a banana leaf 
after consuming human flesh. All the ways of a man are clean 
in his own eyes. He may even have to shift his standard on a 
regular basis in order to stay up with the depravity of his own 
inclinations and practices. Regardless, he remains the absolute 
(yet shifting) standard of what is right and wrong; for as long 
as he rejects Yahweh God as the Lawgiver, he must fulfill that 
role as his own god. 

Yet, God exists. A man may play the charade for a lifetime, but 
God is still in the heavens, and He is watching and judging. 
Indeed, every work of man is weighed in the balances of 
justice that are calibrated to one-billionth of an ounce. Every 
hypocrisy, every inequitable metric of judgment imposed 
upon others, and every work of unrighteousness are placed 
on the balance and carefully weighed against the standards 
of God’s holy law. May God help us to see things from His 
perspective and acknowledge Him to be the standard of what 
is right! And may He enable us to receive Jesus as both our 
Savior and our King! 

Proverbs 16:3
Commit your works to the LORD, and your thoughts shall be 

established. 

When a man commits to walk in God’s ways and then takes 
real steps in that direction, his thoughts and perspectives 
begin to change. In other words, right action produces clear, 

Proverbs 16
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right thinking. Some things are hard to explain in words. Take 
for example, love. When a man travels 5,000 miles to serve 
in an orphanage, he begins to understand a little bit more 
about what Jesus did when He navigated a universe to serve 
and sacrifice Himself for a raggedy bunch of sinners like us. 
Moreover, a man hardly knows what true forgiveness is until 
he has forgiven a persecutor that has subjected him to horrible 
beatings and torture. When we handle things the way God 
wants us to handle them, we begin to see things the way God 
sees them. 

Instead of signing up for three years of seminary in order to 
“learn” all the stuff you need to learn about God, it might be 
just as useful to ask God every day what He wants you to do 
today. How does He want you to spend your money? What 
are His priorities? How can you love somebody in a concrete 
way? Commit your works to the Lord, and your thoughts will 
be established. 

Family Discussion Questions: 
1. What standard do we use to measure our own thoughts, words, 

and behavior? How often do we go back to the Word of God and 
compare our lives to this holy standard? 

2. Give several examples of how you might set out to do something 
in order that you might understand some truth found in God’s 
Word. 

Part 111 • How God Saves Us from Evil
Proverbs 16:4

The LORD has made all things for Himself: yea, even the wicked for 
the day of evil. 

This is a biblical view of the problem of evil. Every worldview 
or religion must wrestle with the nature and cause of evil. 
All but the Christian worldview must minimize it or just 
dispense with the idea of evil altogether. We acknowledge 

Part 111 • How God Saves Us from Evil
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evil, the source of which is the hearts of men. But how can 
God still be the cause of what becomes evil effects and yet be 
innocent of sin? Herein lies a great mystery. Put another way, 
how can God be all good and all powerful, yet evil still exists 
in the world? Wouldn’t a good God wish to purge all evil, and 
shouldn’t His power be sufficient to prevent it? The wisest mere 
man who ever walked this planet answers this extraordinarily 
difficult conundrum with this one simple statement: “Yahweh 
has made all things for Himself: yea, even the wicked for the 
day of evil.” The problem of evil is no logical contradiction for 
us when we append an additional premise to the syllogism: 
“God has a morally acceptable reason for the evil that is in 
the world.” 

Either evil has somehow frustrated or confounded the 
purposes of God, and He is no longer God, or God is still 
God, and He is still sovereign over evil. There is no middle 
ground on this. The wicked and the wicked things they do are 
all still part of the purposes of God. 

Everything that is made is made for God’s purposes and for 
God’s glory. They will serve His interests and His purposes. 
Some will serve willingly here and now, yet others will find 
themselves working out God’s purposes unwittingly. When 
God’s justice is finally satisfied in the judgment of some 
wicked man, his entire life, death, and judgment will bring 
God glory, working for His purposes. 

As we contemplate these deep truths, we would do well to 
remember that there is no evil on earth to be feared. Oh that 
we would fear only God every day! 

Proverbs 16:5
Every one that is proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD: 

though hand join in hand, he shall not be unpunished. 

The pride of men is the fundamental sin that undermines all fear 
of God and submission to every one of His commandments. 

Proverbs 16
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Since Adam and Eve succumbed to the first temptation in 
the garden, men have turned themselves into little gods, 
insisting that they will define what is good and evil or right 
and wrong. 

It is only when we admit that God is the One who makes the 
rules and humbly confess our own failure to comply with His 
laws that pride is overcome in our own hearts and lives. But 
for those who are too stiff-necked and proud to confess their 
sins, and for those who perpetually justify themselves and cast  
blame on others, they will have to face the terrible prospect of 
God’s disapproval and condemnation. 

Sometimes proud men will combine forces against the Lord 
and against His Anointed, the Lord Jesus. Perhaps their 
consciences remind them that no rational man can pretend 
to be god in open opposition to the God Who created the 
heavens. So, consciously or unconsciously, they form their 
secret societies, godless coalitions, international banking 
cartels, and even world governments. But they are still 
pretending! This is just as irrational as if they were trying 
to oppose God all by themselves. If an ant were to create a 
campaign against a human being, it would be hard to imagine 
how even 10,000 ants acting in coordination might be able to 
overcome a human armed with a couple of ounces of pesticide. 
This example is barely comparable to God’s relationship with 
the creatures that populate the third rock from the sun in a 
galaxy of a billion suns. Conspiracies may stand for a century 
or two, but He that sits in the heavens shall laugh until His 
anger is kindled just a little—and then He will utterly crush 
the conspirators once and for all. 

Proverbs 16:6
By mercy and truth iniquity is purged: and by the fear of the LORD 

men depart from evil. 

What a wonderful summary of the Gospel is found in this 
little nugget of truth! The deep stain of sin besmirches God’s 

Part 111 • How God Saves Us from Evil
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world, sinks us in a sea of guilt and misery, and brings ruined 
relationships, destruction, and death. Although the godly 
men and women of the Old Testament obediently sacrificed 
thousands of animals, circumcised millions of men and 
boys, and coated temples, altars, and themselves with bloody 
remnants of slain beasts, none of that was sufficient to wash 
them clean of the deep, dark stains of sin that contaminated 
their souls. It is only by means of God’s mercy and God’s truth 
that such stains could ever be purged away. As we preach and 
teach the Word to our children each day, over the years we 
see their hearts and lives purged of selfishness, strife, envy, 
anger, pride, and covetousness. The Word scrubs and scrubs, 
and slowly—sometimes imperceptibly—the regenerating, 
sanctifying effects of the Word appear in their lives. But 
it is more than the preaching of the Word. Without the 
concomitant work of the Spirit of God mercifully applying 
the blood of Jesus to the hearts of our little ones, there would 
be no spiritual life whatsoever. 

But what do we say to men who tell us they are Christians, but 
they cannot quit sinning? They may be hopelessly addicted to 
serving the alcohol god, or they may habitually react in anger 
when things don’t go their way. They have yet to learn an 
important lesson of the biblical, Christian faith. According 
to Revelation 14:6, they have yet to learn the Gospel. It is by 
the fear of the Lord that men will depart from evil. Are you 
having trouble departing from evil? You obviously must be 
having trouble with this foundational matter of fearing God. 

More often than not, children who are not honoring their 
parents have forgotten the God Who deputized their parents 
to train them in His Word. We fear the police officer who 
pulls us over on the highway only because he is deputized 
by the state and has all of the judicial system, weaponry, and 
authority of the state behind him. Should our children fail to 
recognize the Ultimate Authority who deputized their parents 
and established their authority to act in His behalf, it is 
doubtful they will demonstrate much honor for their parents. 

Proverbs 16



13•

Family Discussion Questions: 
1. How have we seen sin and iniquity purged from our home over 

the years? 

2. How does the fear of God destroy the death grip of sin in our 
lives? 

Part 112 • God Is Sovereign
Proverbs 16:7 

When a man’s ways please the LORD, He makes even his enemies to be 
at peace with him. 

All of the relationships we cultivate with relatives, coworkers, 
neighbors, and church members can make our lives very 
complicated. But it doesn’t have to be that way because only one 
relationship is of real importance at all times; our relationship 
with God. Are we ever afraid of what people think about us? 
Perhaps a neighbor is contemplating a lawsuit against us, or 
a relative refuses to speak to us for some reason or another. 
Any of these things could bring great consternation, fear, and 
worry into our lives. Yet a true man of faith will always return 
to his relationship with God. He will ask himself, “How has 
my behavior in this relationship been offensive to God? What 
have I done that may be distancing the Holy Spirit from me 
at this time?” As the old saying goes, “It’s impossible to keep 
everybody happy with you all of the time.” If you are a man 
of principle and action, you will make some people unhappy 
by your perspectives and decisions. It is inevitable. Therefore, 
as you strike out into life, you should chart a course that is 
most pleasing to the God you serve. Heed the Spirit-filled, 
godly counsel that directs you in the will of God, but ignore 
the flak, the torpedoes, and the detractors that would sway 
you from your course. In the end, God will make sure that 
your enemies keep their distance and maintain relative peace 
with you. 

Part 112 • God Is Sovereign


