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P R E F A C E

A NEW WORLD In View

The Puzzle of History
This Preface note is our challenge to you to get the most out of 
your study of history. History is like an enormous puzzle. You 
must find all the odd-shaped pieces first and then discover how 
they fit together to form the entire picture of God’s plan. 

A New World in View is an up-close study of America’s age of 
discovery. However, this book does not give you everything there 
is to know about this era. There are always more puzzle pieces to 
be found. 

As you study this book, you will be introduced to interesting 
people and amazing events. When you want more information, 
there are many good biographies and other books available to 
help you continue your study. 

A Word about Names and Dates
As you read through this text, remember that before spelling was 
standardized, the names of people and places were often spelled 
in a variety of ways. We have tried to be consistent in this text-
book, but you may read alternative spellings in other books. 
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In addition, the dates listed for people’s life-spans are some-
times debatable, because records were not always so meticulously 
kept as they are today. We occasionally precede a set of dates 
with “c.” which stands for circa or “about.” 

Also, the dates in parentheses after the names of monarchs and 
emperors are the dates of their reigns, not their lifetimes. 

A New World in View
The more you know about history, the more fascinating it be-
comes. There are plots, plans, and prayers behind every event, 
as you will see as you read through this text. At various places 
throughout this book, we take extra time to tell some stories at 
length, in order to give you more details. 

We hope you will enjoy the story-telling as well as the side-
bars. Stop every once in a while to think about the big picture of 
history and to challenge yourself with the questions at the end 
of each chapter. We believe that this textbook will stretch your 
understanding of how God providentially brought a whole New 
World into view.
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i n t r o d u c t i o n

I N T R O D U C T I O N

ITo Pledge ALLEGIANCE

“I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to 
the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible,  
with liberty and justice for all.”

You have probably heard the words of our nation’s 
pledge many times. For generations, schoolchildren 
have been pledging allegiance to the flag and to the 
nation it represents. Have you ever stopped to think 
what it means to pledge allegiance? The diction
ary tells us that to pledge means to make a binding 
promise or agreement. Allegiance means to show 
devotion or loyalty. To pledge allegiance means that 
you make a solemn promise—an oath—to be true to 
someone or something. 

As you study the events of history, you will learn that everyone 
puts ultimate trust in some idea, belief system, person, or politi
cal promise. Some people pledge allegiance only to themselves. 
In the end, pledging allegiance is a religious act because a pledge 
requires a commitment of faith.

America’s Founding Fathers 

openly pledged allegiance to God 

as the source of their liberty.  

In 1774, during the first session 

of the Continental Congress, the 

Founders joined in public prayer.

Introduction.indd   1 8/11/08   9:43:02 AM
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History of the Pledge 
The earliest version of the Pledge of Allegiance was written 

in August, 1892, by newspaperman Francis Bellamy.  

The pledge was first recited in public at a Columbus Day 

program on October 12, 1892, the 400th anniversary of 

Columbus’s discovery of America. Later, the words “of the 

United States of America” were added after “flag” to create 

a sense of national loyalty among immigrants who chose 

America as their new home. The words “under God,” 

Abraham Lincoln’s phrase from the Gettysburg Address, 

were not in the original pledge. They were added by an act 

of Congress in 1954. When President Dwight D. Eisenhower 

(1890-1969) signed this act, he said, in part: “In this 

somber setting, this law and its effects today have profound 

meaning. In this way we are reaffirming the transcendence 

of religious faith in America’s heritage and future; in this 

way we shall constantly strengthen those spiritual weapons 

which forever will be our country’s most powerful resource 

in peace and war.” On June 14 of the same year, President 

Eisenhower stood on the steps of the Capitol Building and, 

for the first time, recited the revised pledge to the flag that 

included the phrase “one nation under God.”

Eisenhower (1890 – 1969)

Lincoln’s  
Gettysburg  

Address
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i n t r o d u c t i o n

Hail to the Chief
Sovereignty means supreme pow-

er, supremacy, the possession of the 

highest power, or of uncontrollable 

power. Absolute sovereignty belongs 

to God alone. Limited sovereignty is 

delegated by God to lesser authori-

ties: parents in family government, 

church leaders in ecclesiastical 

(church) government, and civil lead-

ers in civil government.

A Sovereign is a supreme lord or 

ruler; one who possesses the highest 

authority without control. God is the 

sovereign ruler of the universe.

Who’s in Charge? 
When God created the world, He did not leave it to run on its 
own. He established certain laws for the way the universe oper
ates, the way people should live, and the way society should 
be governed. The study of history is the study of how people 
either follow God’s way of governing the universe or deny His 
sovereignty altogether. To acknowledge that God has ultimate 
authority is to admit that we are not free to do what we please. 
God places real limits on our actions. Pledging allegiance to Him 
includes admitting that we are not in charge and acknowledging 
that God is our ultimate Sovereign.

More Than Just the Facts 
The facts of history are never neutral; they do not “speak for 
themselves.” Instead, when people study history, they always at
tach meaning to the facts they uncover. Simply reading about one 
fact after another is not making a study of history. The process of 
gathering information calls for judgments. Without analysis, facts 
are simply random occurrences that have no effect on how we 
should live. 

For the Christian, history only can be explained in terms of 
God’s standard. History has meaning because God is in control 
and is moving history in a course chosen and directed by Him.

More Than Just the Good 
While it is thrilling to read about the noble works of our brave 
and godly predecessors, we must keep in mind that history is 
also filled with ugly events and rebellion against God. We cannot 
study the past by ignoring the sins of those who made history. 
Like us, these men and women were fallen creatures, even those 
who faithfully pledged allegiance to Almighty God. The Bible 
itself does not ignore the sins of God’s people. Thus we can learn 
much from analyzing their mistakes from the perspective of the 
Bible and then asking God to grant greater mercy and wisdom to 
us and future generations so the same mistakes are not repeated.

Introduction.indd   3 8/11/08   9:43:19 AM



�

I Pledge Allegiance to What? 
America was founded as a Christian nation. The very roots of our 
society—our declarations, constitutions, and moral character spring 
from God’s Word. The Christian civilization which developed in 
Europe, however imperfectly, was transmitted to America by godly 
men and women who wanted to extend Christianity throughout the 
world. When you pledge allegiance, you are promising your loyalty 
to a country whose founders clearly believed that they were building 
“one nation under God.”

This introductory chapter answers questions regarding what it means to pledge 
allegiance, to whom, as Christians, we must pledge allegiance, and how we 
should view and interpret history.

Discussion Questions 
1. What are some of the things to which we tend to “pledge our

allegiance”?

2. What does God say about what it means to pledge allegiance?
Study and comment on Exodus 20:3.

3. What does it mean that “the facts of history are never neutral”?

4. How does the Christian understand history?

5. How should we act knowing that God is the sovereign
Lord of history?

Note about Terms: 
Terms that are followed by a D are not defined in A New World In View.  

If you are unsure of the definition of any of these terms, do not hesitate 
to consult a dictionary. Terms that are not followed by a D are clearly 
defined in the textbook. Your answer should correspond to the defini
tion given in the textbook or expanded by consulting a dictionary or 
encyclopedia.

Terms
pledge

allegiance

republic D

nation D

indivisible D

liberty D

justice D

sovereignty

sovereign

People
Francis Bellamy

Dwight D. Eisenhower

FOR STUDY
Introduction:

To Pledge Allegiance

One Nation Without God?
Attempts have been made to 

remove “under God” from the 

Pledge of Allegiance. National 

Policy Number 84 of the Ameri-

can Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) 

reads: “The insertion of the words 

‘under God’ is unconstitutional 

and should be forbidden.”

	Persecution	of	Christians	by	Nero	 Christian		Empire	at	Constantinople	 Islamic	Moors	Invade	Spain	 Marco	Polo	Begins	Voyage	 Wycliffe’s	English	Bible

64	 70	 330	 476	 711	 1095	 1271	 1347	 1381	 1453
Fall	of	Jerusalem	 Fall	of	Roman	Empire	 First	Crusade	Begins	 Black	Death	 Constantinople	Falls	to	the	Turks
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The battle between rival faiths is as old as history itself. Ever 
since Adam and Eve rebelled against God, people have been faced 
with the choice of following the true God or some false religion. 
As the study of biblical history shows, what a person believes 
about God aVects his beliefs about everything.

When Jesus came into the world, he assured His followers 
that He would reign until He put all His enemies under His feet. 
He would not increase his kingdom in the way earthly rulers do, 
however. He would transform people from the inside out, not by 
the sword but by the work of the Holy Spirit in the heart. The 
eVect of this personal transformation would be world-changing 
because entire nations would be aVected (Matthew 28:18–20). 

From day one, the Christian worldview has been challenged 
because it proclaims that Jesus rules over all earthly rulers. He is 
the “King of kings and Lord of lords.” In addition, the gospel her-
alds God’s law as supreme over all the laws of men.

1
C H A P T E R

KINGDOM WARS
An Age-Old Struggle

Emperor Claudius I  

(A.D. 41 – 54) depicted as the 

Roman god Jupiter, the “supreme 

being” of classical mythology

worldview:

a set of beliefs about  

the most important issues  

of life. A worldview is a way  

of viewing or interpreting 

reality.
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k i n g d o m  w a r s :  a n  a g e - o l d  s t r u g g l e
	Persecution	of	Christians	by	Nero	 Christian		Empire	at	Constantinople	 Islamic	Moors	Invade	Spain	 Marco	Polo	Begins	Voyage	 Wycliffe’s	English	Bible
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Why Do the Nations Rage?	 uyyyyyyyyyU

“Why are the nations in an uproar, and the peoples devising a vain thing?

The kings of the earth take their stand, and the rulers take counsel to-

gether against the lord and against His Anointed: ‘Let us tear their fet-

ters apart, and cast away their cords from us!’ He who sits in the heavens 

laughs, the lord scoffs at them. Then He will speak to them in His anger 

and terrify them in His fury: ‘But as for Me, I have installed My King 

upon Zion, My holy Mountain.’ I will surely tell of the decree of the 

lord: He said to Me, ‘Thou art My Son, today I have begotten Thee. Ask 

of Me, and I will surely give the nations as Thine inheritance, and the 

very ends of the earth as Thy possession. Thou shalt break them with a 

rod of iron, Thou shalt shatter them like earthenware.’ Now therefore, O 

kings, show discernment; take warning, O judges of the earth. Worship 

the lord with reverence, and rejoice with trembling. Do homage to the 

Son, lest He become angry, and you perish in the way, for His wrath may 

soon be kindled. How blessed are all who take refuge in Him!”

uyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy	 Psalm 2
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Non-Christian rulers do not like the idea of bowing down to 
God’s authority, because they are too busy pledging allegiance 
to themselves. They despise God’s absolute laws and want to make 
their own laws without any restraints on them at all. When a 
ruler believes he has the right to do whatever he wants without 
reference to God’s sovereignty, he is called a tyrant, and his 
government is totalitarian. No tyrant wants to acknowledge the 
existence of a lord or law higher than himself because this would 
restrict his ability to do what he wants.

The early Church witnessed this conflict first-hand. The 
apostles who preached the sovereignty of Jesus Christ over indi-
viduals and nations were confronted with hostile opposition from 
religious leaders and civil rulers. Nothing in history has changed. 
Rulers of all types have been taking their stand against Jesus ever 
since He was first proclaimed King.

The Christian worldview continues to challenge all competing 
worldviews on the following five points:

H  God is sovereign, not man.
H  Rulers and governments have limited authority.
H  Law is of divine, not human, origin.
H  God judges in terms of His law.
H  Nations are judged based on how faithfully they acknowledge God’s 

sovereignty and keep His law.

The study of history is the study of how nations have an-
swered the following questions of allegiance: Who is ultimately 
in charge? and Whose law should be obeyed?

The Greek and Roman Way
To understand the European civilization that gave birth to the 
New World, we must briefly study the Classical Age of ancient 
Greece and Rome and its battles with the Christian worldview. 
Many believe that Greece and Rome are the true foundation 
stones of America. Modern scholars often praise the Classical Age 
for its high culture, educational philosophy, architecture, legal 
code, and civil philosophy.

Freedom vs. Tyranny
During one of the darkest periods 

of World War II, after the fall of 

France to the Nazis, the Prime 

Minister of England, Winston 

Churchill (1874–1965), made a 

speech that linked Christianity and 

freedom: “The Battle of France 

is over. I expect that the Battle of 

Britain is about to begin. Upon 

this battle depends the survival of 

Christian civilization.” The fall of 

western civilization, Churchill con-

cluded, would mean the rise of a 

new form of paganism (Nazism), 

the end of Christian civilization, 

and a return to both spiritual and 

political bondage.

The Acropolis of Athens with the 

Parthenon in the background

Totalitarianism:

Centralized control by a civil 

government that wields total 

power over the citizenry.
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Despite the famed glory and magnificence of ancient Greece 
and Rome, these civilizations were at heart morally corrupt. For 
example, although Greece is often described as the “cradle of 
democracy,” Greek citizenship was granted only to a select few. 
The nobles served as the voice of the gods, whereas the majority 
of people had no voice in the way their government functioned. 

Slavery was common, and so was killing the most vulner-
able members of society: the children. If a Greek woman 
decided that her baby had abnormalities or if she simply 

did not want him any more, all she had to do was leave 
him outside to die, or else give him up for a sacrifice 
to the gods. Human sacrifice did happen in classical 

Greece. In fact, one artist portrayed the prac-
tice in a sculpture in the Greek Parthenon, one 
of the best-known artifacts of the Classical 
Period. The sculpture depicted the sacrifice of 

two young women whose father, an Athenian king, 
sacrificed them to ensure success in battle.

Rome followed a similar path, performing hu-
man sacrifices for religious and political rea-

sons, until the time of Emperor Constantine 
(a.d. 306–337). In addition, the Roman State 
became an idol when emperors required that 
they be worshipped. Emperor Gaius (a.d. 

37–41) demanded that a golden statue of himself be erected in the 
temple in Jerusalem. Emperor Domitian (a.d. 81–96) also claimed 
to be divine when he described himself as dominus et deus, “lord 
and god.” Those who refused to worship him with sacrifices were 
charged with treason.

The Roman Reign of Terror
Roman rulers initially tolerated the Christian religion as long as 
they believed it did not challenge the authority of the State. In 
time, however, this new faith came to be seen as an enemy of the 
Empire because of Christians’ sole allegiance to the Triune God 

Copy-Cattius
Some of our constitutional fram-

ers looked to the Greek and 

Roman Empires and borrowed a 

number of their political princi-

ples, while reject-

ing their pagan 

religious practices. 

Many buildings in 

Washington D.C., 

with their columns 

and facades, reflect 

this emphasis on 

classical culture. Some 

American political writers 

during the eighteenth 

century even called 

themselves by Latin 

names like Publius and 

Cato. George Wash-

ington was known 

an “Cincinnatus,” 

a Roman general 

and patriot. You can 

even see an enormous marble 

sculpture of our first president—

wearing a toga!
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The Rise and Walls of the Roman Empire
Like all great nations, Rome started out small. Some-

time in the eighth century b.c., settlements of people 

living in Italy joined together in mutual protection 

to form a city: the city of Rome. By 238	b.c., Rome’s 

population had grown to about 150,000 people and had 

expanded beyond the boundary of the city to control 

the entire Italian peninsula. 

In 27	b.c., Rome became an empire when the ruler 

at the time, Octavian, was given the title Augustus (“ma-

jestic”); Augustus is considered Rome’s first emperor. 

The army of the Roman Empire aggressively extended its 

borders throughout the Mediterranean area.

The empire reached its peak of expansion by a.d.	

117 under Emperor Trajan. Trajan’s successor, Emperor 

Hadrian, worked hard to keep Rome’s borders secure 

by building miles and miles of walls to keep out war-

ring tribes.

Roman emperors tried to maintain centralized 

control over this vast empire, but even mighty Rome 

could not control everything. The rulers of various ter-

ritories Rome had captured wanted the freedom to gov-

ern their own areas, and individual people, especially 

Christians, wanted to worship how they pleased. In 

addition, invaders along the frontiers began to advance 

into the empire. 

Over time, the barbarian attacks, as well as the 

demands of Christians to worship God, not the em-

peror, eventually helped to bring once-powerful Rome 

to her knees.

238 BC

27 BC

117 AD
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Blue-Collar Togas
During the reign of Emperor Tra-

jan (a.d.	98	–117), nearly one third 

of Rome’s population was made 

up of slaves. Most of them were 

taken from other countries and 

then sold at auctions in the public 

marketplace. Slaves did most of 

the manual labor of the society, 

including cooking, cleaning, farm-

ing, and construction. In fact, the 

magnificent buildings for which 

Rome is so famous were built with 

slave labor.

The Roman Circus
Rome’s Colosseum, a showcase 

of Roman ingenuity, was a giant 

stadium for combat festivals. A 

series of pens and cages held ani-

mals under the field, and a system 

of hoists and primitive elevators 

lifted them into the arena for 

combat. Perhaps the greatest fea-

ture of this amphitheater was the 

series of aqueducts that enabled 

the arena to be flooded for mock 

naval battles.

of the Bible and His law. Pledging allegiance to the God of the 
Bible instead of to Rome was considered blasphemy, and Christi-
anity became the State’s greatest religious and political rival.

Emperor Nero (a.d. 54–68) instituted the first full-scale per-
secution of Christians in a.d. 64. He tortured some followers of 
Christ by covering them with animal skins and throwing them 
to packs of savage dogs. Other believers were doused with oil, 
suspended on poles, and burned to serve as nightly illumination 
for his garden parties.

When Emperor Trajan (a.d. 98–117) made Christianity a crime 
against the Roman Empire, hundreds of Christians were hauled 

into court. Only those who 
renounced Christ as the one 
true God and made an oVer-
ing to the Roman gods and a 
sacrifice to the emperor were set 
free. Those who continued to 
call themselves Christians were 

punished by torture and death. Despite Roman tyranny and per-
secution, however, Christianity continued to advance throughout 
the Empire and finally became its oYcial religion under Emperor 
Constantine in the early fourth century.

Nero Caesar watching the 

burning of Christians.

Constantine I (306-37). The 

inscription of this gold coin reads 

constantius max[imus] aug[ustus].
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Terms
worldview

tyrant

totalitarianism

civilization D

authority D

tyranny

Classical Age

paganism D

culture D

philosophy D

democracy D

slavery D

Triune D

colosseum

aqueduct D

People
Octavian (Augustus)

Gaius (Caligula)

Domitian

Nero

Trajan

The study of history is the study of how nations have answered the follow-

ing two questions of allegiance: Who is ultimately in charge? and Whose 

law should be obeyed? During the era of ancient Rome, culture denied 

God’s rule over life and elevated the Roman emperor as God. As a result, 

terror and persecution reigned.

Discussion Questions
1. List and explain the five major points of the Christian

worldview.
2. How does Psalm 2 illustrate the conflict between God and

those earthly rulers who are in rebellion against Him?
3. Is it possible to be neutral in the war of the worldviews? Why

or why not?
4. What questions of allegiance does the study of history illus-

trate? Explain.
5. Discuss ancient Greek civilization in the light of God’s law.
6. In your own words, explain why Roman rulers came to see

Christianity as a threat to their authority.
7. Give some examples of rival worldviews throughout history,

and rival worldviews which challenge us today. What do they
all have in common?

8. What are some of the fruits of a non-Christian worldview?

Optional Enrichment Projects 
1. Write a report on the life of Roman Emperor Nero. Concen-

trate on his persecution of the Christian Church from a.d. 64
to a.d. 68.

2. Using a resource such as the Oxford English Dictionary (oed),
write a report on the history of the word tyrant. Based on
what you learn, are there any tyrants today? Give examples.

3. Using the “five points” on page seven of the textbook as your
guide, find stories in your local newspapers and national
magazines and show whether leaders and/or organizations
(religious, legal, medical, political, educational, journalistic,
etc.) either keep or ignore the principles of the “five points.”

FOR STUDY

Chapter	1:

Kingdom Wars
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k i n g d o m  w a r s :  a n  a g e - o l d  s t r u g g l e
	Persecution	of	Christians	by	Nero	 Christian		Empire	at	Constantinople	 Islamic	Moors	Invade	Spain	 Marco	Polo	Begins	Voyage	 Wycliffe’s	English	Bible

64	 70	 330	 476	 711	 1095	 1271	 1347	 1381	 1453
Fall	of	Jerusalem	 Fall	of	Roman	Empire	 First	Crusade	Begins	 Black	Death	 Constantinople	Falls	to	the	Turks

uyyyyyyyyyyyyyyU

Beware of the man who tells you that he will explain— 
fully explain—any complex human action or event by 
resort to “coldly objective,” “empirically verifiable,” 

“statistical data.” He is deceiving himself, and perhaps seeking to 
deceive you.

For in the first place we do not all see the same event in 
exactly the same way, let alone interpret it the same way—not 
even events which do not involve the complicating factor of 
human purpose. If I ask three men, “How fast was the car going?” 
I shall more than likely get three different kinds of answers. 
The poet will say, “swiftly as a bird,” or, maybe, “like a shot.” 
The physicist will say, “so many miles per hour,” or, “so many 
meters per second.” The man less sharply tuned to the incident 
will say, “I don’t know,” or, maybe, “fast,” or, “slowly,” if he is a 
grammarian.

“Objective” a man may be, if only he be capable of keeping his 
prejudices and predilections under control—which means, first, 
that he must be aware of their existence, and, second, that he has 
disciplined himself.

uyyyyyyyyyyUSylvestor Petro

Chapter 1.indd   12 11/28/07   2:53:16 PM




