
                                                                                                                                                                 
 

 
 

WORSHIP 
January 21, 2018 | 11 a.m. 

Third Sunday after Epiphany 
 
 

 

 

 

 PRELUDE                Elegy                  Charles Hubert Hastings Parry (1848-1918) 
 

WELCOME 
 

      Leader:   The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
      People:  And also with you. 
             

 INTROIT      Will You Come and Follow Me (Scottish Melody) arr. John Bell 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  from 1 Corinthians 7 
 

Leader: The appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even 
those who mourn as though they were not mourning, 

All: and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, 
Leader: and those who buy as though they had no possessions, 
All: and those who deal with the world as though they had no 

dealings with it. 
Leader: For the present form of this world is passing away.  
 Let us worship God. 



HYMN 409             God Is Here!            Abbot’s Leigh  
         
Please stand or sit. 

As a courtesy to others, please turn off  your cell phone and no flash photography during the service. 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 

Leader: I said I will confess my transgressions to the Lord. 
People: And you forgave the iniquity of  my sin. 
Leader: Let us pray:   
All: Holy God, there have been times this week when we have 

done wrong. We have hurt the ones we love, we have been 
selfish instead of generous, we have ignored the needs of 
others, we have forgotten Jesus himself. We have 
wandered far from your life-giving Spirit. And so we are 
weary, worn, and wounded. We are sorry for the things we 
have done and left undone. We have come to you for 
forgiveness, and for restoration. (Silent prayer) 

 

     ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 

Leader:   Friends, believe the Good News. 
People:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

 

   GLORIA PATRI  (Glory to God, #581) 
  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was 
in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  



       TIME WITH CHILDREN 
 

Children recess up the center aisle to Children’s Worship. Pre-K goes upstairs, K-2nd goes 
downstairs, and 3rd-5th go to the Chapel. There are leaders for each, and children can be picked 
up by following the signs from the narthex. 
            

HYMN 666      O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright  Puer Nobis Nascitur 
 

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION             Elder Cynthia Farrell Johnson 
 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON      Jonah 3:1-5,10            (p.960) 
 

Leader:      The Word of the Lord. 
People:     Thanks be to God! 
 

ANTHEM               Dear Lord and Father of Mankind                      arr. H.A. Chambers  

                 Charles Hubert Hastings Parry (1848-1918)                 
 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON         Mark 1:14-20                                  (p.35) 
Leader:      The Word of the Lord. 
People:     Thanks be to God! 

     



    SERMON         Indiscriminate Urgency   Rev.  Christopher Chatelaine-Samsen 
 

HYMN 182      I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say                      Kingsfold 
 

      AFFIRMATION OF FAITH         Apostles’ Creed 

  

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth;  
And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the  

Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead and buried; He descended into hell; the third 
day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven and 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 
He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.     

 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the  
 communion of  saints; the forgiveness of  sins; the resurrection of  

the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

      PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
  

          OFFERING   (Passing of the Fellowship Books)    
 

 OFFERTORY     O Love, How Deep   Richard Warner  


DOXOLOGY   (Glory to God, #607)                          Old Hundredth 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God all creatures here 
below; praise God above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost. Amen. 

        

    PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
  

 HYMN 645 Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above  Mit Freuden Zart      
   

    BENEDICTION   


   RESPONSE    The Lord Bless You and Keep You    Peter C. Lutkin (1858-1931)   
  

       POSTLUDE                 Finale  Charles-Marie Widor (1844-1937) 

 



WELCOME 
 

Our congregation has been welcoming members and visitors to 
worship on the Lord’s Day since March 16, 1780. If you are visiting this 
morning, we extend a special welcome to you and invite you to 
introduce yourself to one of the pastors or speak with an usher if you 
have any questions. If you are looking for a church home and would 
like to talk with one of the pastors, please fill out the fellowship pad in 
the pew today or call the church office. 
 

Today’s Music: The anthem is a setting of the hymn text “Dear Lord and 
Father of Mankind.” The words were taken from a longer poem titled “The 
Brewing of Soma” by the American Quaker poet John Greenleaf Whittier. 
The poem describes the ritual of ancient Vedic priests brewing and drinking 
Soma, a beverage with hallucinogenic properties, and conducting noisy and 
elaborate rituals in an attempt to come closer to the divine. Whittier’s poem 
implores the reader to seek God in the “still, small voice of calm.” 
 
The flowers in the Chancel today are given by the family of Anne Johnson in 
loving memory.  
 

The ushers for January are Marty Crowson (Captain), Judi Crowson, Roy 
Henwood, Nancy Kuhn, Paige McDermott, Peyton Miller, Alexis Pollock, 
Dwight Smith, and Pamela Sorensen.  
 

Today after the service all are invited to join us after worship for Lunch 
Bunch hosted by Deacon Catherine Johnson. 
 

Assisted listening devices may be found at the back of the sanctuary. Each 
device comes with a headset, but you may bring your own from home to 
plug in. Please let the ushers know if you have any problems. 
 

Readings are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible unless 
otherwise indicated. Blue Bibles are located at the end of each pew. 
 

Children’s Worship 
During the service, Children’s Worship continues after Time with Children. 

 Pre-K goes upstairs to Early Children’s Worship 

 K-2nd grades go downstairs to Intermediate Children’s Worship 

 3rd-5th grades go to the Chapel for Older Children’s Worship 
 

Children should be collected by their parents immediately after the service. 
All children are welcome to remain with their families in the service and age-
appropriate worship bags are available in the narthex. 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Anne Johnson 
Long time member Mrs. Anne Hale 
Johnson died peacefully on January 
18th at 11pm.  She was surrounded 
by her family.  Service details have 
not yet been announced.  Please keep 
the Johnson family in your prayers. 
 

Sign Up for Prayer Chain 
If you need assistance in prayer or if 
you would  like to join our prayer 
chain email list, please send your 
name to  
prayerchain@gtownpres.org. 

 

Calling All Photographers! 
GPC needs your help capturing 
photos to be featured in web 
communications. Whenever you snap 
a photo or video of church activities, 
shoot it to info@gtownpres.org!  

 

Save the Date for Senate Chaplain 
Barry C. Black 

Barry C. Black, GPC’s 2018 
Distinguished Guest Speaker and 
Preacher, will be lecturing on March 
4 @ 9:30am, and preaching @ 
11am. 
 

Winter Shelter 
GPC will provide shelter to our 
unhoused neighbors from Feb 25 
through March 18. Sign up to 
serve at gtownpres.org/serve. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Excel Academy 
Many of you know that Excel PCS 
had their charter renewal denied. 
They are currently seeking a new 
operator that will continue their 
mission as the first and only all-girls 
public charter school in the District. 
In this time of transition, we are still 
seeking out ways to be supportive of 
the students. An immediate identified 
need is a fund to support students 
who lack important essentials to 
succeed—shoes, coats, and basic 
school supplies. Please continue to 
plan to join us on February 17th as 
we celebrate the artistic achievements 
of these students, and raise  money 
for immediate needs. 
 

Save the Date for Tables of Eight 
Good food, good fun, and great 
fellowship. This wonderful way of 
enjoying old friends and getting 
acquainted with the newer GPC 
members is open to all. The more the 
merrier! Please mark your calendars 
for the following dates: Feb 3, 
March 17. To sign up for both or  
just one of the dinners, call Judi 
Crowson at 202.333.1603 or email 
her at jdcrowson@verizon.net. 

 
 

2018 Chancel Flower Donations 
The flower ministry wishes to thank 
our members and visitors for their 
generous contributions to the 
Christmas flower and tree fund, 
which enabled us to create beautiful 
displays during the Advent holiday 
season. If you would like to 
contribute to the Chancel Flowers 
for 2018, please fill out a donation 
sheet (located in the narthex) and 
either place it in the offering plate or 
return it to the church office. 

 

Georgetown Presbyterian Church is 
 a founding member and supporter 
of the Reformed Institute of  
Metropolitan Washington. 

mailto:prayerchain@gtownpres.org
http://gtownpres.org/serve
mailto:jdcrowson@verizon.net


Education 
 

Adult Education 
Sundays @ 9:45 in the 
Washington Room 
Jan 21 - Former GPC member 
Melissa Overmyer will discuss her 
latest book, “Born to Soar: 
Unlocking God’s Word in Your 
Life.” 
Jan 28 - Former GPC member Prof. 
Ken Rutherford will discuss “The 
Landmine Crisis: A Survivor’s Tale.” 
Feb 4 and 11 - GPC Member and 
Princeton Seminary Graduate Adrian 
Vaagenes will lead interactive 
discussions regarding “Dostoyevsky’s 
‘The Grand Inquisitor’ and Christian 
Freedom.” 
 

Sunday Morning Bible Study 
The study of Romans continues 
Sundays @ 10am. Join us 
downstairs in the Colonial Room. All 
are welcome! 
 

Elementary Sunday School 
Countdown to the Ten 
Commandments! Kids will start at 10 
and work back to 1 with creative 
stories, competitions, and “as always” 
our signature encounters with hand-
picked members of the congregation. 
Praise Music @ 9:45am 
Stories and Lessons @ 10am 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Youth Group/ART 
Sundays 5-7pm in Youth Room 
Jan 21 - YG and ART 
Jan 28 - YG attends Annual Meeting 
+ Lunch (No evening Youth Group) 
___________________________ 
 

G’town Sat/Sun Dinners 
 

Please join us second Sundays at GPC 
and last Saturdays at Mt. Zion UMC 
as we serve our neighbors in need. 
The next date is Jan 27. Sign up to 
serve at our next dinner on Feb 11 at 
gtownpres.org/serve. 
___________________________ 

 

Stewardship 
 

If you have not yet made your 
pledge for 2018, please prayerfully 
do so. We also would appreciate it if 
you could increase your pledge from 
2017. If you are considering pledging 
for the first time or have just recently 
joined the church, we need your 
support of GPC’s many growing and 
exciting programs. Pledge envelopes 
are available in the narthex today. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

  

THE 238TH ANNUAL MEETING OF 
THE GEORGETOWN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

is hereby called for Sunday, January 28, 2017. The meeting will convene following the 
11 a.m. service for the following purposes: 
 

To receive the Annual Report for 2017  
To vote on the recommended changes to the pastors’ terms of call  
To elect Trustees of the Corporation, and  
To transact any other business that may properly come before the meeting  

 

By order of the Session: 
Rev. Dr. Camille Cook Murray, Moderator 
Roy M. Henwood, Clerk of Session      
         
         
         



Happy Birthday 
 

Jan 22 Mark Coldren, Scott 
Leachman, Neal Petersen 

Jan 24 Crystal Espie 
Jan 25 Emily Schlesinger 
Jan 26 Ozette Francis 
Jan 27 Alexander Berrang, 

Charles Berrang 
Jan 28 Margaret Carvin, 

Anderson Lunsford 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Weekly Calendar 
 

Sunday, January 21 
9:30am Nursery Opens 
9:45am Confirmation Class 
9:45am Adult Education 
9:45am Elementary Education 
10am Romans Bible Study 
11am Worship  
11:15am Children’s Worship 
12pm Lunch Bunch 
4pm Yoga 
5pm Youth Group/ART 
Tuesday, January 23 
9:30am GPC Staff Meeting 
Wednesday, January 24 
7pm Officer Training 
Friday, January 26 
10:30am Music for Tots 
Saturday, January 27 
4pm Georgetown Saturday 
 Supper 
Sunday, January 28 
9:30am Nursery Opens 
9:45am Confirmation Class 
9:45am Adult Education 
9:45am Elementary Education 
10am Romans Bible Study 
11am Worship 
11:15am Children’s Worship 
12pm Annual Meeting 
12pm Punch Bunch 
4pm Yoga 
 

 
 
 

Daily Readings 
 

Sunday  Mark 1:14-20 
Monday  1 Corinthians 7:17-24 
Tuesday  Acts 5:33-42 
Wednesday Proverbs 8:1-21  
Thursday Psalm 111 
Friday  Deuteronomy 12:28-32 
Saturday Matthew 8:28-9:1 
Sunday  Mark 1:21-28 
 

 

 

Church Staff 
 

Senior Pastor 
Rev. Dr. Camille Cook Murray 
   ccm@gtownpres.org 
Associate Pastor/Education 
Rev. Rachel Landers Vaagenes 
   rlv@gtownpres.org 
Associate Pastor/Mission 
Rev. Christopher Chatelaine-
Samsen 
   ccs@gtownpres.org 
Parish Associate 
Rev. Katie Francis 
   katherinewfrancis@gmail.com 
Director of Music 
Mark Willey 
   maw@gtownpres.org 
Communications Coordinator & Office 
Manager 
Latesha Kelly 
   lmk@gtownpres.org 
Finance  
Matt Sheridan 
   bookkeeper@gtownpres.org 
Contract Custodian   
Clifford Ford 
  cxfnite@comcast.net 
 



OUR HISTORY 
 
The Georgetown Presbyterian Church began in 1760 as a small group of worshipers 
and organized into a church in 1780 under the eminent Stephen Bloomer Balch, 
Revolutionary War soldier and pupil of religious leader John Witherspoon. It was 
the first Presbyterian Church in what was to become modern-day Washington, DC, 
and is the oldest DC church of any denomination with an unbroken ministry. Until 
long after the national capital was established, many of Washington’s baptisms, 
weddings and funerals were solemnized in our church. People of all denominations 
worshiped with us, including many leaders of the young republic. 
 
In 1782 our congregation erected the first – and for many years the only – 
Protestant church building in Georgetown. Additions were made in 1794 with 
Thomas Jefferson among the contributors. A rare charter, still in effect, was granted in 
1806 to “the Presbyterian Congregation in George Town” by an act of Congress 
signed by President Jefferson. In 1810 our seal, with its seven stars and Bible, was 
given to the church by the superintendent of the Mint. In 1821, President Monroe 
laid the cornerstone for the beautiful Bridge Street building which was moved fifty 
years later to our present site, where President Grant laid the cornerstone. This is 
the building which we have since restored and in which we now worship.   
 
Our church pioneered in both the religious and cultural life of this community. In 
1781, Dr. Balch became headmaster of the Columbian Academy to which George 
Washington sent his nephews and wards, and later a school for girls was founded. Dr. 
Balch wrote the first book published in the District of Columbia and he helped found 
the first public library. Out of our church and under Dr. Balch’s broad-minded leadership, 
Episcopal, Methodist and Presbyterian churches were established in Washington and 
Maryland. 
 
Our church bell tolled all day when President Washington died.  In our church 
George Washington Parke Custis, grandson of Martha Washington and father-in-law 
of Robert E. Lee, delivered a speech on Napoleon’s defeat. Memorial services for 
President William Henry Harrison were conducted here in 1841. During the Civil War, 
our building became a hospital for both Union and Confederate soldiers, including 
casualties from the Second Battle of Manassas and the Battle of Fredericksburg.  In 
these and in other ways, this church identifies with the history of the nation it 
continues to serve. 

 
 

 

 

THE GEORGETOWN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Rev. Dr. Camille Cook Murray, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Rachel Landers Vaagenes, Associate Pastor for Christian Education 

Rev. Christopher Chatelaine-Samsen, Associate Pastor for Mission 

Rev. Katie Francis, Parish Associate 

Mark Willey, Director of  Music 

3115 P Street, NW, Washington, DC 20007    www.gtownpres.org     202.338.1644 
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