
PRELUDE Adagio (Piano Concerto in A minor)                                 Edvard Grieg 
 Ariana Parks, piano

WELCOME Leader: The grace of  the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 People: And also with you.      
    
MOMENT for NEW WEBSITE                                                                         Elder Priscila Rodriguez 
                                                                                
INTROIT Let Thy Merciful Ears, O Lord                    Harold Friedell (1905-1958) 
   
CALL to WORSHIP Leader:  May God be gracious to us and bless us and may God’s face  
Adapted from Psalm 67   shine upon us.  
 People: Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples  
   praise you. 
 Leader:  Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the  
   peoples with equity and guide the nations upon earth. 
 People: Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples  
   praise you. 
 Leader:  May God continue to bless us. Let us worship God.  

HYMN 4  Holy God, We Praise Your Name                                         Grosser Gott                        

  Please stand or sit. 
As a courtesy to others, please turn off  your cell phone and no flash photography during the service.

Sixth Sunday of  Easter

Sunday, May 26, 2019, 10 a.m.



PRAYER of CONFESSION Leader:  I said I will confess my transgressions to the Lord. 
 People: And you forgave the iniquity of  my sin. 
 Leader:  Let us pray. 
 All:   Oh God you are first and last. To you the past and future  
   are part of  a glorious whole. We praise you for your   
   mercy without end. We repent of  the ways in which we   
   forget you and forget to honor the memory of  others. We 
   repent of  the lie that our lives are our own. We repent   
   of  the lie of  self-sufficiency. Forgive us, God. Help us to  
   remember that we are your children. Help us to   
    remember our brothers and sisters. (Silent prayer)

ASSURANCE of PARDON Leader:  Friends, believe the Good News. 
 People: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.  
 
GLORIA PATRI Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;  
Glory to God, #581 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world   
 without end. Amen.

TIME with CHILDREN Children recess up the center aisle to Children’s Worship. Pre-K and K-2nd   
 go downstairs, and 3rd-5th go to the Chapel. There are leaders for each, and   
 children can be picked up by following the signs from the narthex.         

HYMN 664  Morning Has Broken                                         Bunessan                                     

PRAYER for ILLUMINATION        Elder John Schuhart

FIRST LESSON  John 5:1-9                                                                                      p. 99 
  
 Leader: The Word of  the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God!

ANTHEM Love Bade Me Welcome                                John Tavener (1944-2013) 
  
 Love bade me welcome. Yet my soul drew back  
 Guilty of  dust and sin. 
 But quick-eyed Love, observing me grow slack  
 From my first entrance in, 
 Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning, 
 If  I lacked any thing.



 A guest, I answered, worthy to be here:  
 Love said, You shall be he.  
 I the unkind, ungrateful? Ah my dear,  
 I cannot look on thee.  
 Love took my hand, and smiling did reply,  
 Who made the eyes but I?

 Truth Lord, but I have marred them: let my shame  
 Go where it doth deserve.  
 And know you not, says Love, who bore the blame?  
 My dear, then I will serve.  
 You must sit down, says Love, and taste my meat:  
 So I did sit and eat. 

SECOND LESSON  Revelation 21:10, 22:1-5                                                      pp. 282-283  
   
 Leader: The Word of  the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God! 

SERMON A River in the City                           Rev. Christopher Chatelaine-Samsen 

HYMN 226 There in God’s Garden                                                  Shades Mountain

AFFIRMATION of FAITH I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of  heaven and  
Apostles’ Creed earth;  And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was   
 conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of  the Virgin Mary, suffered  
 under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He   
 descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead;  
 He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of    
 God the Father Almighty, from thence He shall come to judge  
  the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy  
 catholic Church; the communion of  saints; the forgiveness  of  
  sins; the resurrection of  the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS of  the PEOPLE Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
and the LORD’S PRAYER kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as     
 we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but   
 deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power,   
 and the glory, forever. Amen.              



OFFERING and At The River                                                      Aaron Copland (1900-1990)  
OFFERTORY                                                                                     arr. R. Wilding-White 
Passing of  the Fellowship Books 

DOXOLOGY                           Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise God all   
Glory to God, #607 creatures here below; praise God above, ye heavenly host;   
 praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER of  DEDICATION   

HYMN 268 Crown Him With Many Crowns                                                    Diademata

BENEDICTION   

RESPONSE Day By Day               Harold Friedell (1905-1958)

POSTLUDE Intrada on ‘Diademata’                                         George Elvey (1816-1893)  
                                                                                 arr. C. Tambling                                                        
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Associate Pastor/Mission & Young Adults Director of  Children’s Music  Director of  Children’s Ministry  
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Today’s Music: The anthem this morning is in a more contemporary musical language than most of  
the repertoire presented by the GPC choir. Composed by Sir John Tavener, “Love Bade Me Welcome” 
is an evocative setting, dating from 1985, of  the poem by George Herbert. It evokes Bulgarian chant in 
its rich melodic line accompaniment, and the simple harmonized repertoire of  the Russian Church in 
the chord sequences at the ends of  the three sections.       
            
The flowers in the Chancel today are dedicated to the glory of  God.  

Thank you to the many volunteers who make Sundays possible.

Greeters: Jennie Lopez, Liza and John Marshall

Ushers: Rick Del Sontro (captain), Karla Addess, Robert Amanfu, Cynthia and Lawson Bader, Lucy 
Coble, Catherine Johnson, Will Quinn, Bryan Scott, Michele Tate Wilson, and Jimmy Wilson

Duty Usher: David Slentz

Punch Bunch: All are invited to join us after worship for a Sabbatical Send-Off  for Pastor Rachel, 
hosted by the Hospitality Committee.

Sunday School Teachers, Children’s Worship Leaders & Nursery Caregivers: Regina Andrade, 
Jaime Hart, Michele Gast, Alex Scott, Claire Gillum, and Ann Abanto

 

About Today’s Service



Sunday, May 26     
9:30am Nursery Opens    
10am Worship    
11am Punch Bunch    
Monday, May 27     
GPC Offices Closed (Memorial Day)  
Wednesday, May 29    
7pm Leadership Intensive   
Thursday, May 30     
11am GPC Staff  Meeting   
Friday, May 31    
10:30am Music for Tots     
Sunday, June 2     
9:30am Nursery Opens    
10am Worship - Communion   
11am Punch Bunch    
2pm Memorial Service for Phil Fleming 
5pm Yoga      
      

Weekly Calendar Announcement Highlights

Longtime GPC member, Phil Fleming, entered Our 
Father’s House on May 21. Join us in praying for 
the Fleming and Buckley families. A memorial service 
will be held at GPC on June 8 at 2 p.m. Stay tuned for 
details.

Summer Sabbatical for Rev. Vaagenes. Pastor Rachel 
will have a summer of  rest and renewal! From June 1 
to September 1, we invite you to pray for Rachel and 
her family as they travel, study, and play. We will be 
excited to welcome her back in the fall, refreshed for 
ministry among us. Bon voyage and God’s blessings 
to the Vaagenes family. This sabbatical is part of  
the Presbytery’s recommendations for pastors every 
seven years to have a designated break period from 
the responsibilities of  ministry for discernment and 
renewal.

GPC is GrowingUP! GPC serves more than 150 
active kids, half  of  whom are under the age of  six. The 
Session has committed to renovating our Children’s 
Ministry space, and we need YOUR help. On the 
top floor of  Balch Hall, we are building two new 
classrooms, including The Den, a hip hangout space 
for the large 3rd to 5th grade class. We will also refresh 
the existing classrooms to become dedicated children’s 
worship spaces, with new classroom materials, updated 
furniture, and a brand new nursery! We anticipate this 
ambitious project will cost about $40,000. We invite 
you to pledge your support with the GrowingUP card 
by placing it in the offering plate or mailing it to the 
church. You can also skip this step and contribute 
directly by check (memo: GrowingUP), gifts in pew 
envelopes, or online at gtownpres.org/GrowingUP. We 
thank you for your support as we invest in the faith of  
our youngest worshippers.  

Sun Psalm 1   
Mon Psalm 2   
Tue Psalm 3   
Wed Psalm 4 

Daily Readings

Thu Psalm 5  
Fri Psalm 6  
Sat Psalm 8  
Sun Psalm 11



Worship                                         gtownpres.org/worship

Summer Worship Time! Please note our 10:00 a.m. 
summer worship service hours will continue through 
September 1. We will commence normal 11:00 a.m. 
worship hours on September 8.

Connect                                         gtownpres.org/connect

Music for Tots is now in session! Caregivers and tots 
(0 - 4) are invited for a weekly Friday class of  singing, 
Bible stories, and dancing with beloved children’s music 
director, Ms. Regina! Sign up at gtownpres.org/music-
for-tots or join us for a drop-in class for $10.

There’s still time to join this year’s Christian 
Leadership Intensive: Human Rights and the Church will 
help us to articulate our reasons for Christian action 
beyond being a “good person.” This year, our esteemed 
Presbyterian sister, Allyson McKinney of  Justice 
Revival, will lead our journey. Our final session is on 
May 29 from 7:30-9 p.m. Email Pastor Rachel at rlv@
gtownpres.org to sign-up. 

The next Book Club meeting, hosted by the Young 
Adult Women, will be at the Voltmer’s home on June 6. 
Keep an eye out in your inbox for an invitation. Feel 
free to reach out to Megan Brew at megan.brew93@
gmail.com with questions.

Save the date for an Evening Porch Social, hosted 
by the Young Adults. Thursday, June 13, at 6 p.m. Relax 
with friends after work on the porch of  GPC! Bring 
a beverage to share - we’ll bring the food. No RSVP 
required, and invite a friend!

May 26 Camille Cook Murray  
May 27 Robert Amanfu    
 Cary Didden    
 Beverly Jones    
May 28 Kai Saulski    
 Nathaniel Semple   
May 30 George Colclough   
June 1 Bob Davis    
 Grace Foster    

Happy Birthday

Learn        gtownpres.org/learn

100 Psalms for Summer Want to receive daily 
scriptures in your inbox from the Book of  Psalms? 
Email info@gtownpres.org to sign up! 

Summer Break! Adult Ed, Sunday School, and 
Youth Group are on a break until September. 
Children’s Worship continues year-round. Thank you 
to all of  the dedicated volunteers! See you in the fall!

Serve        gtownpres.org/serve                                                                

Serve a meal to our neighbors in need. Second 
Sundays at GPC, and last Saturdays at Mt. Zion 
UMC, we serve over 80 women and men. Sign-up at 
gtownpres.org/serve to serve at our dinner on May 
25. Our long-standing ministry to our Georgetown 
neighbors is always ready to welcome new volunteers!

 



If  you are here for the first time, we extend a special welcome to you. Please take a 
moment to read through the bulletin which contains important information for the life of  this 
congregation.

 ▪ Ushers are wearing red lapel tags and are in the back of  the Sanctuary. If  you have any   
 questions, don’t hesitate to ask them.

 ▪ Assisted listening devices can be found in the back of  the Sanctuary in a marked basket.

 ▪ Please join us after worship for a time of  fellowship and food.

Children are always welcome!

 ▪ If  you need to step out, there is a room near the front doors with resources for small 
children and a television that shows the service. For older children, there are purple 
bags near the front doors with coloring supplies.

 ▪ For our youngest children through 2 years old, child care is available upstairs beginning 
at 9:30am.

 ▪ After the Time with Children in the service, children can remain with their families, 
or exit the Sanctuary with one of  the pastors to continue age-appropriate worship. 
Please feel free to escort your children to their classroom to meet the leaders. More 
information is available in the Order of  Worship.

Navigating the Service

 ▪ Stars      indicate when you are invited (but not required) to stand.

 ▪ Bold text indicates that the congregation says this together, in one voice.

 ▪ Hymns can be found in the purple hymnals. Bibles are located at the end of  the pews. 
Large print hymnals are available in the back of  the sanctuary.

 

Serving our city, united in Christ. 
Welcome to the Georgetown Presbyterian Church

The Georgetown Presbyterian Church has been a steadfast presence in our nation’s capital 

since 1780, ministering to generations of  Washingtonians, serving our city, united in Christ. 

For more of  our history, visit gtownpres.org/us/history.

3115 P Street NW, Washington, DC 20007  |  (202) 338-1644  |  gtownpres.org


