
PRELUDE Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland              Max Reger (1873-1916) &  
       Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

WELCOME Leader: The grace of  the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 People: And also with you.

MOMENT for TOTS                                                                                     Amy and Preston Hopper 

INTROIT  Gloria Patri                                               George Dyson (1883-1964) 

LIGHTING OF THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE

HYMN 88 O Come, O Come Emmanuel  Veni Emmanuel 
 (verses 1-4)

Sunday, December 2, 2018

  Please stand or sit. 
As a courtesy to others, please turn off  your cell phone and no flash photography during the service.

First Sunday in Advent
Sacrament of  the Lord’s Supper



PRAYER of CONFESSION Leader:  I said I will confess my transgressions to the Lord. 
 People: And you forgave the iniquity of  my sin. 
 Leader:  Let us pray. 
 All:   Loving God, you call us to bear witness to our faith, by   
   living lives of  courage, love and reconciliation. Forgive  
   us for the ways we have acted out of  fear.  Forgive us for  
   the times when anger and hatred have overpowered our   
   compassion. Forgive us for the times when we have not   
   sought forgiveness from ones we have hurt.  In your   
   mercy, help us to amend our ways that we might more   
	 	 	truly	reflect	the	faith	we	have	in	you.	(Silent prayer)

ASSURANCE of PARDON Leader:  Friends, believe the Good News. 
 People: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.  
 
GLORIA PATRI Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;  
Glory to God, #581 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world   
 without end. Amen.

TIME with CHILDREN Children recess up the center aisle to Children’s Worship. Pre-K and K-2nd   
 go downstairs, and 3rd-5th go to the Chapel. There are leaders for each, and   
 children can be picked up by following the signs from the narthex.

HYMN 97 Watchman, Tell Us of  the Night Aberystwyth

PRAYER for ILLUMINATION   Elder Cynthia Farrell Johnson

FIRST LESSON Psalm 25:4-10 p. 554

 Leader: The Word of  the Lord.  
 People: Thanks be to God! 

SECOND LESSON  Jeremiah 33:14-16 p. 821

 Leader: The Word of  the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God!

SERMON Wait and See Rev. Rachel Landers Vaagenes

HYMN 100 My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout                    Star of  County Down 
 (verses 1 and 3)



OFFERING and	 Magnificat																																																			George	Dyson	(1883-1964)	
OFFERTORY    
Passing of  the Fellowship Books   

DOXOLOGY                           Praise	God	from	whom	all	blessings	flow;	praise	God	all	  
Glory to God, #607 creatures here below; praise God above, ye heavenly host;   
 praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER of  THANKSGIVING                              

THE NICENE CREED I believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of  heaven  
 and earth, and of  all things visible and invisible; and in one  
 Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of  God, begotten of   
 His Father before all worlds; God of  God; Light of  Light;   
 Very God of  Very God; begotten, not made; being of  one   
 substance with the Father, by whom all things were  made; who  
 for us and for our salvation, came down from heaven; and was 
 incarnate by the Holy Ghost of  the Virgin Mary, and was made 
	 man;	and	was	crucified	also	for	us	under	Pontius	Pilate.	He		
  suffered and was buried; and the third day he rose again   
 according to the scriptures; and ascended into heaven; and   
 sitteth on the right hand of  the Father. And he shall come  again  
 with glory to judge both the quick and the dead; whose   
 kingdom shall have no end. And I believe in the  Holy Ghost, the 
 Lord and Giver of  Life; who proceedeth from the Father and the  
 Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped  
	 and	glorified;	who	spake	by	the	prophets.	And	I	believe	in	one		
 holy catholic and apostolic church. I acknowledge one    
 baptism  for the remission of  sins. And I look for the resurrection  
 of  the dead; and the life of  the world to come. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT of  the LORD’S SUPPER

INVITATION and The Lord be with you.  
GREAT THANKSGIVING And also with you.  
 Lift up your hearts.  
 We lift them to the Lord.                                                                 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  prayer continues...                                    
 prayer continues...



 prayer continues...

 Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with choirs of  angels  
 and with all the faithful of  every time and place, who forever sing  
 to the glory of  your name: Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of  power  
 and might, Heaven and earth are full of  your glory, Hosanna  
 in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the  
 Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

PRAYERS of  the PEOPLE Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
and the LORD’S PRAYER kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as     
 we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but   
 deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power,   
 and the glory, forever. Amen.

BREAKING of  the BREAD   Jesus, Lamb of  God,  
  Have mercy on us.  
  Jesus, bearer of  our sins,  
  Have mercy on us.  
  Jesus, redeemer of  the world,  
  Grant us peace.

DISTRIBUTION of  the ELEMENTS 

ANTHEM E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come       Paul Manz (1919-2009)

HYMN 347 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence                    Picardy

BENEDICTION   

RESPONSE Nunc Dimittis George Dyson

POSTLUDE Toccata on ‘Veni Emmanuel’      Andrew Carter (b. 1939)

 
 



Today’s Advent candle lighting ceremony, the	first	Sunday	of 	Advent,	marks	the	beginning	of 	
Advent and our wait for Jesus’s arrival. Those participating are: Mary Elizabeth Boatwright, Virginia 
Boatwright, Charlotte Mattison, Alienor Campbell-Jourdan, Stuart Campbell-Jourdan, William Howe, 
Noushin Howe, and Daniel Wisdom.

Today’s Music: The distribution anthem this morning, “E’en So Lord Jesus, Quickly Come,”  is a 
motet composed by Paul Manz in 1953. His wife Ruth, adapted the lyrics during a time when their 
three-year-old son was critically ill. Their son did recover and this motet quickly became a beloved part 
of  the Advent repertoire. It was featured in 1974 at the Nine Lessons and Carols by King’s College 
Choir and is a staple in the repertoire of  countless other choirs, including our own here at GPC.

Flowers: The	flowers	in	the	Chancel	are	given	in	memory	of 	Suzanne	Bush,	as	we	gratefully	remember	
her numerous contributions (including the lighting of  the Advent candles by the children and youth) to 
the Advent season at our church.

Thank you to the many volunteers who make Sundays possible.

Greeters: Samantha Gilman, Catherine Johnson, and Bryan Scott

Ushers: Cristian Lopez (captain), Jennie Lopez, Laura Welch, Mildred Grant, Shelley Jennings, Matt 
Lavin, Nathaniel Semple, Gerardo Martinez, Priscila Rodriguez, and Mary Margaret Hart

Punch Bunch: Join us after the service for punch bung hosted by Katy McBride.

Sunday School Teachers and Children’s Worship Leaders: Regina Andrade, Casey Nolan, Paige 
McDermott, Sharon Gibson, Jimmy Wilson, and Jessie Sterchi.

 

About Today’s Service

Church Staff
Senior Pastor    Parish Associate   Director of  Children’s Ministry 
Rev. Dr. Camille Cook Murray   Rev. Katie Francis   Jennifer Lopez 
ccm@gtownpres.org   katherinewfrancis@gmail.com jdl@gtownpres.org  
            
Associate Pastor/Discipleship   Parish Associate   Comm. Coordinator/Office Manager 
Rev. Rachel Landers Vaagenes  Rev. Olivia Lane   Latesha Kelly   
rlv@gtownpres.org   olivia.lane@georgetown.edu lmk@gtownpres.org 
          
Associate Pastor/Mission & Young Adults Director of  Music   Bookkeeper 
Rev. Christopher Chatelaine-Samsen Mark Willey   Jackson Njoroge 
ccs@gtownpres.org   maw@gtownpres.org  bookkeeper@gtownpres.org 
      
Custodian     Director of  Children’s Music 
Clifford Ford     Regina Andrade 
cxfnite@comcast.net   andraderegina27@gmail.com



Sunday, December 2 
9:30am Nursery Opens                        
9:45am Adult Education    
11am Worship  - Advent I   
5pm Yoga     
5pm YG                                              
Tuesday, December 4                                    
11am GPC Staff  Meeting   
6:30pm Deacon Meeting   
Wednesday, December 5                                    
5:30pm Pizza Wednesday   
Friday, December 7                                    
10:30am Music for Tots    
Sunday, December 9 
9:30am Nursery Opens                        
9:45am Adult Education    
11am Worship  - Advent II   
5pm Yoga     
5pm YG                            

Weekly Calendar Announcement Highlights

Attention GPC Families: Pick up your Advent book 
in the narthex today!

Join GPC families with children (0 - 5th grade) for 
Pizza Wednesday. We’ll take care of  the pizza if  you 
bring beverages or sides for your family. The fun kicks 
off  in the Georgetown Room, December 5, 12 and 19 at 
5:30 pm. No RSVPs necessary!

Join us for a special Christmas session of  Music for 
Tots on December 14 at 10:30 a.m. in the Georgetown 
Room. The class is FREE for everyone; no registration 
necessary! All tots, ages 0 - 4, and their caregivers are 
welcome.

What could be better than a potluck dinner where you 
can enjoy old friends and get acquainted with newer 
GPC members and friends? Tables of  8 dinners are 
open to everyone! Mark your calendar for January 26 
and March 9. Contact Judi Crowson at 202-333-1603 or 
jdcrowson@verizon.net to participate.       

Mark your calendar to meet Prof. Eric Barreto on 
March 23 - 24 at our annual Guest Preacher Weekend.  
He is an Associate Professor of  New Testament at 
Princeton Theological Seminary and a leader in the 
Hispanic Theological Initiative Consortium. His 
upcoming publication is on theology and ethnicity in 
the Acts of  the Apostles. Contact Katy McBride at 
kmcbride@wt.net if  you would like to join the planning 
committee for Prof. Barreto’s visit.                                                    

‘The Advent Star shining above the pulpit was given 
to us by Helen H. Ringe in memory of  her nephew, 
Robert	Hopson	Larcher.	I	can	find	no	written	record	
of  the star, nor do I know the artist who made it, but 
Bill Watkins, our former music director, remembered 
Dr. Stroup telling the story that Helen had it made 
using railroad-tie spikes to symbolize the working life 
of  Christ.’ -Jill Fri, Heritage Committee               

Dec 4 Abby Meyers    
Dec 5 Campbell Blackford    
 Jim Harff      
 Janet Lanman    
Dec 7 Charlie Marshall    
 Leigh Sterchi    
Dec 8 Wren Francis    
 Jonda McFarlane    
 Laura Simmons

Happy Birthday

Sun Luke 1:1-4  
Mon Luke 1:5-10 
Tue Luke 1:11-15   
Wed Luke 1: 16-20   

Daily Readings

Thu Luke 1:21-25 
Fri Luke 1:26-30  
Sat Luke 1:31-35  
Sun Luke 1:36-40 



Worship           gtownpres.org/worship    
          
                    

This Advent, join us in reading the Christmas story 
from Luke’s Gospel, by signing up for Bible in Your 
Inbox at www.gtownpres.org/advent.

The	fresh	holiday	greens	and	flowers	during	Advent	
are made possible through your contributions to the 
2018 Christmas Flowers Fund. The majestic Fraser 
Fir Christmas Family Tree is enabled by your donations 
to the GPC Family Tree Fund. Flower donation 
envelopes are in the pews for the Christmas Flower and 
Christmas Family Tree Funds.

Connect             gtownpres.org/connect 

Join the Young Adults for Christmas Caroling for 
GPC’s homebound members and Ingleside residents on 
Sunday, December 9 after worship. No music experience 
necessary! Dress festive! Lunch will be provided. 
RSVP to the Paperless Post or Mary Margaret Hart at 
marymargaret.hart@gmail.com. 

Learn    gtownpres.org/learn

Adult Ed meets at 9:45am on Sunday in the 
Washington Room (or as indicated):   
Dec 2, 9, Parish Associate Rev. Olivia Lane will lead  
& 16 a three-part Advent Series: “A Turbulent   
 World and The Practice of  Advent”  
 December 2: The Paradox of  Repentance and Rest 
 December 9: Returning to Christ (Advent and  
       the Gospels)    
 December 16: Proclamation in the Midst of   
        Darkness 

Serve        gtownpres.org/serve                                                                

Serve a meal to our neighbors in need. Second 
Sundays at GPC, and last Saturdays at Mt. Zion 
UMC, we serve over 70 women and men. Sign-up to 
serve at our dinners on December 9 and December 29.

Join us after worship today for our annual Mission 
Market & Fair — an event that showcases GPC’s 
mission partners, volunteer opportunities, and 
provides a chance to do some holiday shopping with 
social good. You’ll get to know our mission partners 
like Excel Academy and Remember Niger. Many 
of  our mission partners will have items to sell, like 
knit hats and scarves, made by the members of  the 
Georgetown Ministry Center. Some items for sale 
will	benefit	people	around	the	world,	like	olive	oil	
that goes to ministries of  peace in Palestine. 

Today is the last day to donate items for Refugee 
Families in the DMV area. Thank you to all those 
who have given so generously already! Stop by the 
Christmas tree in the narthex to pick up a tag with 
an item(s) and return them to GPC by today. Visit 
gtownpres.org/serve/refugees for more information.

Advent & Christmas Worship

Advent I: Sacrament of  the Lord’s Supper 
      December 2, 11 a.m.

Advent II: Special Music   
      Vivaldi’s Gloria   
       December 9. 11 a.m.

Advent III: Reception of  New Members  
       & Children Singing  
       December 16, 11 a.m. 

Advent IV: Lessons and Carols  
       With brass, percussion,   
       and GPC Choir   
       December 23, 11 a.m.  
 
       Christmas Eve Pageant   
       & Candlelight Service  
       December 24, 5 p.m.



If 	you	are	here	for	the	first	time,	we	extend	a	special	welcome	to	you. Please take a 
moment to read through the bulletin which contains important information for the life of  this 
congregation.

 ▪ Ushers are wearing red lapel tags and are in the back of  the Sanctuary. If  you have any   
 questions, don’t hesitate to ask them.

 ▪ Assisted listening devices can be found in the back of  the Sanctuary in a marked basket.

 ▪ Please join us after worship for a time of  fellowship and food.

Children are always welcome!

 ▪ If  you need to step out, there is a room near the front doors with a television which 
shows the service, and resources for small children. For older children, there are purple 
bags near the front doors with coloring supplies.

 ▪ For our youngest children through 2 years old, child care is available upstairs beginning 
at 9:30am.

 ▪ After the Time with Children in the service, children can remain with their families, 
or exit the Sanctuary with one of  the pastors to continue age-appropriate worship. 
Please feel free to escort your children to their classroom to meet the leaders. More 
information is available in the Order of  Worship.

Navigating the Service

 ▪ Stars      indicate when you are invited (but not required) to stand.

 ▪ Bold text indicates that the congregation says this together, in one voice.

 ▪ Hymns can be found in the purple hymnals. Bibles are located at the end of  the pews. 
Large print hymnals are available in the back of  the sanctuary.

 

Serving our city, united in Christ. 
Welcome to the Georgetown Presbyterian Church

The Georgetown Presbyterian Church has been a steadfast presence in our nation’s capital 

since 1780, ministering to generations of  Washingtonians, serving our city, united in Christ. 

For more of  our history, visit gtownpres.org/us/history.

3115 P St NW, Washington, DC 20007  |  (202) 338-1644  |  gtownpres.org


