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This week Pastor Camille led the staff on a post-Easter retreat in Brookland where we 
got out of the office and went to the beautiful grounds of the Franciscan Monastery of 
the Holy Land. 
 
There we spent the morning in silence and prayer, and afterwards we gathered to 
discuss the question, “What does it mean to live life after the resurrection?”  
 
What does it mean to live life after the resurrection? 
 
The struggles, the glories, the work of the disciples during the life of Jesus, was leading 
up to the point of his inevitable death, and his promised resurrection.  
 
And the resurrection is glorious! A triumph of life over death. But when the tomb is 
empty on Sunday morning, things do not go back to the way they were, and Jesus does 
not resume the same work he did before his death. Easter after all, is a beginning, not an 
ending. What is past is prologue. 
 
And the question is asked, what does it mean to live life after the resurrection?  
 
To help us answer that question, I went to one of the edges of scripture. The passage I 
read is known as “The Longer Ending of Mark.” It appears to be stitched on to the end of 
the gospel in a jarring and ill-fitting way. 
 
The gospel of Mark arguably ends at verse 8. It is the first Easter. Some faithful 
mourners come to Jesus’ tomb to dress his body for death. Only he isn’t there! An angel 
tells them Jesus is not among the dead but the living. Jesus is alive! … And the women 
run away and say nothing to anyone for they were afraid.  
 
The end!  
 
Only, it isn’t the end, is it? Clearly someone said something to somebody else.  
 
Even though the oldest copies of the gospel of Mark end with this ambiguous, open-
ended conclusion, it is understandable that the early church wanted more. This certainly 
isn’t the first or the last time that someone’s literary or artistic vision has been 
“improved.” 
 
From George Bernard Shaw’s Pygmalion to Richard Donner’s Superman II, the original 
vision of directors can get lost when others come in to make their mark.  
 
This is a bit like what we have at the end of Mark.  
 



  2 

The end of Mark 16 could be dismissed as a clumsy way to “tie up loose ends” in the 
Gospel of Mark, but there is Gospel in these verses. A collection of post-resurrection 
episodes that seem to be taken from the other Gospels and Acts. But the fact that it is 
compiled in this way does not mean it isn't a Word for us.  
 
This account is one attempt of the early church to articulate what it means to put belief 
into action. It is one thing to believe. It is another thing to act on belief. Just as Jesus 
was more than disembodied intention or spirit, but a flesh and blood man who ate and 
drank after he was raised, so too are we called to embody our faith in concrete ways in 
the world. 
 
In other words, believing that Jesus is alive means living like it.  
 
So let us take a look at this example of what faith looks like when we try to do the things 
that Christ has called us to do.  
 
In many ways the first bit of our passage reads as a survey of disbelief.  
 
In verse 8, the women at the tomb don’t see Jesus, but are told that he is alive. They run 
away and say nothing.  
 
In verse 9, he appears to Mary Magdalene, who tells the disciples, but who would believe 
her?  
 
In verse 12 he appears to two disciples, but the rest don’t believe them.  
 
Finally in verse 14 he appears to the 11 disciples. An exasperated risen Christ rebukes the 
stubbornness of the disciples in their refusal to believe those who had seen him.  
 
Jesus’ condemnation of the disciples was due not only to their lack of belief in the 
resurrection, but in their lack of belief in their brothers’ and sisters’ testimony. It is a 
double failure. A failure of faith in God and a failure of trust in the community.  
 
So then it is remarkable that it is to THESE poor in faith disciples that Jesus gives the 
command to “Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole creation.” 
Jesus does not damn them. He doesn’t go to others whose faith is more secure.  
 
Biblical scholar Lamar Williamson comments that, “The risen Lord does not wait for his 
faithless church to get its house in order before announcing the gospel to others.”  
 
There is no pause between his chiding and his sending. It is in practically the same 
resurrected breath that Jesus finishes his critique and sends them on their way.  
 
And on their way, they are forced to ask: What does it mean to live life after the 
resurrection? 
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Whatever it is, it isn’t a constant self-assessment, an inward-looking life. We aren’t 
meant to wallow in our own failings (though they are many). Jesus notes their poor 
belief, but he doesn’t linger there before he gives them their marching orders.  
 
That isn’t to say that we should deny or ignore our failings. If anything this gospel 
record of disbelief is acknowledgement of the common fallen and broken state of 
humanity. It is recognition that we needed a savior in the first place. But our 
dependence on God should not be seen as a hindrance or a crutch, but a vital part of our 
resurrection life.  
 
In the resurrection God does not erase our sin, our failings, our imperfections. Rather 
God acknowledges them, takes them on, and frees us from their supposed power over 
us. The shame, the fear, the striving—all cease to bind us in the light of Easter morning. 
If we can let them go. If we can—by the grace of God—cease to be preoccupied with our 
failings, then the world is open to us.  
 
This is a terrifying prospect. Our failures are familiar. Our shortcomings are safe. Our 
brokenness is perversely comforting, because we have grown used to it in our lives. Like 
the disciples, we have done our best, but our best leaves us huddled together, hiding in 
disbelief.  
 
After Easter, this is no longer permitted. With the resurrection the obstacles have been 
cleared, and what is left now is to put that faith—meager though it is—into action. Jesus 
commands the disciples to go into all the world and proclaim the good news. 
 
Oh but Jesus I—Nah, I took care of that. 
Oh but wait, maybe—-Nope, took care of that too.  
 
Really Jesus, you just need to know I can’t—Shhh. Shush. Shush. 
 
Go into all the world and proclaim the news to all creation.  
 
If we are claimed by Christ in the resurrection we are free to give ourselves in love to 
others—completely and totally. 
 
Completely and totally. 
 
This is the second half of our passage. And this is where it really gets interesting. If 
death, fear, scarcity and sin are no longer binding you; if you know Jesus has conquered 
death and claimed you; if you are called to live life after resurrection, what happens 
next?  
 
Maybe crazy things.  
 
Maybe snakes.  
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The list of signs at the end of Mark can be uncomfortable for congregations of our ilk. 
The list of picking up snakes, drinking poison, and casting out demons is bizarrely out of 
character for our Gospel, and some of the “signs” listed are found nowhere else in the 
New Testament. Really most of these things aren’t to be mentioned in polite company. 
 
But let us linger here for a moment and see if we can’t look at this list without being put 
off by it. It says that signs—shocking signs (even for that time of wonders and 
miracles)—will accompany belief.  
 
How can we take that seriously? 
 
If we move and live in the world as agents of God’s love, out-of-the-ordinary things will 
start to happen. When others run from a fire, you will run towards it. When others walk 
by someone in need, you will stop. When others would hold back, you will give 
generously. When someone is sick or dying, when someone is lost in sin, we are 
commanded by Christ to bring good news: the good news that the evils that bind the 
world are nothing but shadows. That the fear can be replaced by solidarity and fidelity. 
That scarcity is replaced by abundance, that we are not on our own, but we are called 
and claimed by the risen Christ.  
 
Maybe your list is quieter, more personal. Maybe resurrection living means calling your 
son or daughter, even when you don’t have the words to say. Maybe it means letting go 
of a bitter splinter in your heart after a divorce. Maybe it means reaching out to a 
neighbor or a coworker that you really don’t understand and trying to listen. Maybe it 
means letting go of a dream in your life that is keeping you from truly living.  
 
Danger, fear, difference, weakness, scarcity, humiliation, death. Jesus’ resurrection 
shows us that these have no power over the world.  
 
Each community and each Christian’s list of signs will look different, but be assured that 
it will surprise you.  
 
This is the faith we have when we witness a baptism. Baby Jane’s faith is of course far 
from perfected. Our faith as we say our vows for her is far from perfected. But perfection 
is not required. Only faith. And even our weak faith is enough to witness the profound 
grace of this sacrament.  
 
We won’t always get it right, but our failures are not a cause of despair. For just as Christ 
claims us, we claim Christ as our Lord and proclaim, he has done it.  
 
Easter is not an end but a beginning. Our lives are not bound by our failures and 
disbelief, but unbound by God’s infinite love. This is resurrection living. Now go out and 
live it! 
 
May God go with us all. Amen.  


