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Let us pray. Dear God may the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be 

acceptable in your sight. Oh Lord our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen.  

 

Today is New Member Sunday, and we are so excited to welcome eight new members into the 

life of the church. I am always glad to witness the membership vows of others because it helps 

me to reflect on the ways that I have worked to fulfill those same vows.  

 

We review these promises at each New Member Conference, and it is always the last vow that 

seems a bit daunting: “Do you promise, depending on the grace of God, to profess publicly 

your loyalty to Jesus Christ, to serve him in your daily work, and to walk in His ways all the 

days of your life?” 

 

In the conference we highlight where it says “depending on the grace of God,” which gives us 

some relief but not always a lot of clarity on how we are to live out that particular vow.  

 

Any attempt to profess our faith can be intimidating. Just this past Sunday I went to be a 

pastoral presence during the protest and counter-protests near the White House. I went 

because the church is fundamentally opposed to the evils of racism and white nationalism. I 

also went because allies against these evils need to know that the church is there with them in 

that fight. 

 

It was a hot and ugly day, and the counter-protest had a large presence of the black-clad Antifa, 

the self-named anti-facists, who are known for provoking violence. They donned black face 

masks and angry slogans like “Only a bullet can stop a Nazi,” and looked like they were geared 

up for a fight.  

 

Needless to say, I was not eager to “profess publicly my faith in Jesus” that afternoon.  

 

In the letter to the Ephesians, we read, “Make the most of the time, for the days are evil.” This 

is classically translated “redeem the time.” Redeem the time, for the days are evil— is our word 

for today. And it is a word for today, isn’t it?  

 

We feel this way. That the days are evil. There is a rottenness that seems to pervade our time. 
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“Be careful how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, redeeming the time for the days are 

evil.”  

 

Evil breeds evil, mistrust breeds more mistrust, violence … more violence.  

 

And yet believers are asked to redeem this time, and save it from evil. But how?  

 

Well, by being wise. God has issued an invitation, long ago and today, to come and enjoy 

wisdom. Commonly, in churches this is where you would get a list of proper behaviors and 

beliefs, which, if you did and believed properly, you would be wise and ergo, redeem the time. 

Simple.  

 

Our text’s admonition to avoid drunkenness seems like standard fare. But the call to avoid 

drunkenness comes out of nowhere, and seems out of place, so we need to look closer at why it 

is included. 

 

Let’s hear it one more time: 

 

“Do not be foolish, BUT understand what the will of the Lord is.  

Do not get drunk with wine for that is debauchery, BUT be filled with the Spirit.”  

 

The writer isn’t simply uptight about how much we’re drinking. Instead the letter draws a 

comparison between two ways of life:  

 

Drunkenness is an attempt to escape the evil of the world. Debauchery is wasteful excess. 

Excess takes up space in our lives but does not fulfill us. It is an escape from the days of evil 

perhaps, but it does not have the power to redeem. 

 

In contrast, to live wisely is to be filled with the Spirit. This is not a useless escape but a good 

and righteous fulfillment of our purpose: to live in the will of God.  

 

Overstuffed Excess? Or Fulfillment?  

 

The author of the letter uses a play on words to communicate a powerful statement: Wisdom 

does not come by escaping from reality but by facing it with God. We are asked to redeem the 

time. We can’t escape that responsibility and we can’t do it alone. And so God invites us to 

embrace the world… filled with the Spirit of God. 
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This invitation is to live in the world with eyes and heart open wide. It means recognizing that 

God is God and we are not. It means acknowledging that the wisdom we seek is not a body of 

knowledge that we can fully know. 

 

To be wise means to be humble. To humbly submit ourselves to God, not to close our eyes and 

blindly act, but to open our eyes to the creative possibilities that exist through the Spirit.  

 

Well, what does that look like? Well in the letter to the Ephesians it looks like singing. Singing 

together and within our hearts. It means being thankful to God for everything—everything. It 

means being subject to one another in Christ’s name. 

 

Back at the protest there were bright spots of hope amidst the anger. Well more like bubbles. 

There were people blowing actual bubbles. And there were hugs. The exuberant “Sisters of 

Perpetual Indulgence,” a group of queer drag nuns. They were passing out water bottles and 

hugs. And there were the young women on the Black Lives Matter stage leading the crowd in 

songs to boost everyone’s spirits. I have to say that evil and fear look ridiculous next to dancing 

and singing, and joy, and bubbles. This was not an escape; this was spirit-filled work, 

redeeming the time, one day at a time.  

 

Being filled with the Spirit in joy and thanksgiving is more than a formula for being a good 

person. It is a reflection of Christ’s work in the world. Christ did not escape this world, but 

lived in it with eyes and heart open. Jesus did not return evil for evil, but lived a life that was 

spirit-filled, thanking God the Father in all that he did.  

 

This way of living is even a reflection of the life of the trinity: Because God exists in overflowing 

joy and thanksgiving, with Father, Son and Holy Spirit existing in loving submission to one 

another. It is a mystery but a beautiful one.  

 

This joyful and thankful creativity and praise is God’s purpose for us. We turn towards God in 

one creative motion, a motion which both saves us and shares the good news with others. Our 

whole lives become a thankful “hallelujah” when we are oriented towards God in this way.  

 

What does it mean then to live wisely? Wisdom is not a list of rules. Wisdom is not to be found 

in a body of knowledge but it is found in the embodied God. Christ is where we look for 

wisdom. As Christians we believe that we won’t truly find it anywhere else. In other words: 

Wisdom is not a body of knowledge but a relationship with God. 
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The vows we take when we join the church are a commitment to God to live wisely, and to work 

to redeem the time, by living joyfully and thankfully with one another in faith. To do this is to 

profess publicly our faith in Jesus Christ and to walk in his ways.  

 

The counter protest was winding down and it looked like rain. It was still hot though and I was 

in my “public” pastor outfit: black leggings, black tunic, red stole, and collar. Next to me 

waiting for the same crosswalk was an Antifa protestor, also all in black, including a face mask.  

 

It was a long light, and it got a little awkward standing there. We were an odd pair, both in 

costume. But I was no longer afraid because my heart was filled with song. I looked over at him 

in greeting. 

 

“All black right? It’s a bit hot,” I said, acknowledging our similar fashion choices. He looked at 

me, surprised, and said, “yeah.” “Be careful out there, okay? Be smart,” I said. “Yeah, thanks,” 

he replied and then the light changed and we parted ways.  

 

Sure it wasn’t the greatest moment of public witness to the redeeming love of Christ, but it was 

a personal moment where this Christian tried to redeem the time, and present an alternative to 

foolishness and evil.  

 

It is when we are filled with the Spirit that we are wise. It is when we recognize the place of God 

at the head of our lives that we can be wise and thankful rather than foolish and fearful. It is 

when we seek to know and share the life of Christ Jesus that WE can truly live.  

 

We are people created in the image of God and put on this world to reflect and share God’s love 

with that world. There is brokenness yes. The days are evil. But there is goodness. We “redeem 

the time” when we live wisely. If we have hearts joined in joy and song. If we are subject to one 

another in the name of Jesus.  

 

This is love.  

 

This is wisdom.  

 

This is Christ’s model for us,  

 

and this is life-saving world-redeeming gospel good news.  

 

It will not shield us from hard times or hard work, but it will carry us through. 
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Today we welcome eight new members and their families into our community. The vows that 

we take when we become members are about relationships, between ourselves and God, 

between the brothers and sisters of the church, and between the church and the world.  Our 

vows are not a litmus test to pass or fail. They are our answer to an invitation from God.  

 

When we join a church we come in to Wisdom’s house and sit at her table. We give thanks to 

God the Father and we are subject to one another in reverence to Christ. 

 

God has issued an invitation to us all, and that invitation is to live in the world with eyes and 

hearts open. So that we can “redeem the time.” The days might be evil, but they don’t need to 

be. With God’s spirit it is possible for us to face those challenges, and not just face them but 

overcome them for good.  

 

Wisdom has opened her house, set her table, and invited us into a world of joy and love and 

redemption. And thanks be to God there is a place for us all at her table. Amen.  


