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Camille Cook Murray      December 10th, 2017 
Georgetown Presbyterian Church    Advent 3 
Isaiah 9:2-7       God’s Resume 
 
Handel has made an ancient prophecy from Isaiah part of the Christian 
vernacular.  For unto us a child is born…a son is given.  Who can hear that 
passage read without also having his music pop into their heads?  Handel’s 
Messiah, for many of us, is essential to the Christmas season and we are blessed 
to hear some of these movements this morning.  But while we know the music, we 
are less familiar with the scripture and its background.   
 
Isaiah is considered by many to be the greatest prophet of all time.  He lived in 
Jerusalem and was probably making his oracles between 734 and 701 BC.  He 
prophesied during the reign of four different kings – beginning with Uzziah and 
ending with Hezekiah.  His writings make it seem like he had easy access to the 
ruling king and may have been a member of the king’s council – certainly he was 
well educated and probably affluent.  The book of Isaiah is a collection of his 
prophecies and oracles.  When we read Isaiah’s familiar words ‘for unto us a child 
is born’, we often assume he was writing about Jesus.  ‘Unto us a son is given; 
authority rests upon his shoulders, and he is named Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.’  Of course it is Jesus, who else 
could it be?   
 
The reality is that these words were probably initially not written Jesus in mind.  
This text was most likely originally part of a royal birth announcement maybe for 
King Hezekiah and it includes some magical thinking that people would have 
understood to be hyperbole.  This is kind of like one of those sickly sweet 
Christmas cards where little junior is top of his kindergarten class, speaks four 
languages, only hits home runs, was just given the lead in the church pageant, 
and spends his weekends reading to the blind old neighbor.  Isaiah is writing 
about how perfect the new king will be or rather how they would ideally like this 
new king to be – throne names are given: wonderful counselor, mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace, and there shall be endless peace, and there 
will be justice and righteousness forevermore.  Yes, those things would be great in 
a future leader, but they never happened.  The wars did not end, the oppression 
did not stop, and the character of the king never matched with the titles given.  
No king can live up to that litany of praise.  What we know is that no king or ruler 
or president is ever as good as their press secretary makes them out to be.  Well 
Isaiah was offering some good press for the new king at the time of his birth, but 
the king did not grow into the resume prescribed to him.   
 
And yet this glorious oracle thousands of years later calls to mind one who can 
live up to the list – and so it has become a hymn of faith for Christians.  Jesus had 
no royal birth and his arrival was not announced to the kingdom but hidden from 
threatened rulers.  Born to a humble family, Jesus grew into these titles instead of 
having them presumptuously laid upon him at birth.  Jesus grew up to be the 
king everyone had always wanted.   
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He was a wonderful counselor – willing to dine with lepers, speak with 
prostitutes, welcome the children, and comfort the grieving.   
 
He was a Mighty God – stilling the waters, healing the sick, raising the dead, and 
feeding the multitudes.   
 
He was an Everlasting Father - shepherding his followers in life and promising to 
prepare a place for them in the life to come. 
 
He was the Prince of Peace – he did not end all wars or tear down all corrupt 
governments but he taught his people about turning the other cheek, not 
returning evil for evil, and turning swords into plowshares.   
 
Jesus fulfilled the prophecy that was not intended for him…or was it?  That is the 
questions that Christians, theologians, historians, and seekers have asked for 
thousands of years.    
 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light, those who lived in a 
land of deep darkness – on them light has shined.  Jesus came to be the light of 
the world for those wandering in darkness and he still offers that light today.  He 
offers friendship to the broken.  He offers hope for the dying.  He offers comfort 
to the anxious.  He offers salvation to the sinner.  Jesus is what Isaiah had in 
mind - a ruler who would change the course of history, rule with divinity and 
justice and compassion, and shine light on the lives of the people.  Jesus did these 
things in ways we would expect of the most anticipated king of all time – and so 
for Christians – when we hear these words sung each Christmas time – it is an 
oracle of our faith, a hymn of our praise for what we believe God to be.  God’s 
resume brought to life in the person of Jesus Christ – the one we welcome on 
Christmas morning – wonderful counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and 
Prince of Peace.  For unto us a child is born…. Christ, the King, has come.  Thanks 
be to God. 
 
Amen.   


