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Some of you have been wondering about GPC’s positions on the recent events in our fine 
city. I know some of you have hungered for clarity from the church about who we are and 
what we believe. And so today, I wanted to remind you of those things.  So first, who are 
we: Georgetown Presbyterian Church is a congregation that is 237 years old.  That’s not old 
in world terms, but in the United States that’s pretty darn old.  In 1780, Benjamin Franklin 
invented bi-focal eyeglasses. The circular saw was invented and a patent for a self-winding 
clock emerged. That’s the time when Stephen Bloomer Bach established this church with 
just a few church members—before D.C. was even a city. We have a long legacy of ministry 
in this city, interesting figures, which have passed through our doors, and a few fun dramas 
to fill our church history books.   
 
While the church has changed in size and focus through the years, one thing I can surmise is 
that GPC has always been a politically diverse church.  In the Civil War, the minister at that 
time left GPC to go and fight for the South and many members did likewise. This 
congregation has always had people on just about every side of the issues of the day. That is 
who you are as church, this is not the church I created, but rather the church I inherited and 
was called to pastor.   
 
Our political diversity makes us an interesting church. In times like right now, when we are 
in a hyper-charged political season it makes leading this church harder—much harder. It is 
easier to lead a homogenous church right now because in the announcements you just say, 
“today after church we are going to this rally or this event” and everyone shows up and feels 
good about it. But not at GPC—what we try to do here is have space to respectfully talk 
about issues that matter, but generally keeping politics out of our worship space. Because it 
is in worship where we are unified. We are here because of our unity as followers of Jesus 
Christ and so we try to maintain that unity at least in our one holy hour together. Now, this 
doesn’t work for everyone. Some people want churches to rally around causes, some want 
churches to speak out against current issues—but in a church as diverse as GPC, you would 
decimate the congregation if you did such a thing. It has been my discernment thus far that 
such a path would not be faithful leadership to this unique flock. 
 
But lest you think our diversity is a total hindrance, it is not. GPC does offer something 
many of those homogenous churches do not. Here at GPC you are offered the thing, which 
we realized is so lacking in our country—dialogue and relationships with those who think 
differently from us. At GPC, you have a community that has made vows to be together 
because of our faith and not because of our politics and so we rub shoulders with people 
who might otherwise be outside of our bubbles. Now, I am not at all discrediting the work 
of churches that are conservative or liberal in their agendas and messaging. What I am saying 
is that there is space in the plethora of worshipping communities in our country for there to 
be some pulpits which are not political.   
 
This makes our church a more complex body to shepherd; yet we represent an important 
alternative—a way to be in community when it costs us something. It costs us something 
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when we find it hard to love each other yet find ways to do so. It costs us something when 
we have to swallow our pride and bite our tongues. It costs us something to pray for one 
another when we do not feel we understand each other. Christ had sermons to preach about 
being political, but he also had sermons to preach about how to be in community with one 
another.  And maybe in Washington we need more sermons about how to be in community 
than we do about how to be political. 
 
Being in a politically diverse church—at first glance might seem safer and simpler. . . . yet in 
times like these nothing could be further from the truth. In the last few months we have had 
members wondering and questioning how we are handling things, because of things we have 
said or things we have not said. People wondering if we are either going too far or are if we 
selling out? Are we unified as the body of Christ for just one hour or do we stay connected 
to each other throughout the week? Or are our pastors being stifled by our complex make 
up? These are fair questions and yet I believe the way we have been called to be church 
represents a third way, which I still believe is a faithful way.   
 
Change happens on so many levels, but one of the most important levels to impact change is 
relationally. When you attend bible study alongside someone, or serve in the night shelter 
next to someone, or you drop your kids off for youth group at the same time, here you get 
to know one other as fellow Christians. In these relationships, we learn, we grow, and we 
change.  In the Reformed tradition, we all believe we are being changed by God’s grace and 
grow to more fully reflect God throughout our lives. And we grow in life and in faith in 
relationship with one another—that is why our church is so important and so cherished.  
GPC, in our politically diverse body of Christ, we have real relationships and as hard as it 
may be right now, it is those relationships we called to lean into, because we each belong to 
each other and each one of us belongs here as members of Christ’s church.  
 
At GPC what we try to focus on is Jesus’s teachings for us today. With those teachings in 
the forefront of our minds we ask our members to go and apply them in their lives. Take 
Christ’s calls for faithful service, loving neighbors, serving the poor, welcoming the stranger, 
using our gifts, worshipping our God, and cherishing our lives as mandates for how to act 
and think and work. If we have biblically informed members then we hope and pray they 
will transfer those lessons to their lives and those lessons will make a difference. The step in 
applying those biblical teachings is for our members to make themselves. The church does 
still have hard truths to proclaim—those are God’s truths—Christ’s own teachings.  The 
bible is filled with hard words for good times and good words for hard times. And you, my 
friends, must take those words seriously and live out your faith, for in the end the church 
does not come between you and the Good Lord. So that is who we are as a church or at 
least who we are trying to be. I welcome your prayers and your full participation in this 
congregation—representing the body of Christ with its rich diversity and complexity yet 
united to serve faithfully in our corner of the kingdom.   
 
And so with that said, I want to turn to God’s word for us today. This is a heavenly 
reminder about just who we are and what we are called to do. Here Jesus is talking to a 
ragtag group of disciples and a hurting crowd of people. He is preaching and teaching his 
own small group of followers, but he is very aware that the crowds of onlookers are 
listening.  So this is insider talk and yet meant to be overheard and the message is supposed 
to spread. This teaching comes right after his vision-changing list of beatitudes and here 
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Jesus switches the tone to talk more personally to the people. He says, “You are the salt of 
the earth. You are the light of the world.”   
 
Salt and light: these are two very basic and common elements, yet two essential components 
to our lives. Salt does its job not just by making things salty but also by enhancing the other 
flavors that are already there. Salt brightens what is around it. Just a pinch of salt makes a 
huge difference. Light similarly illumines what is around it. It breaks into the darkness and 
enhances what is already there. Salt and light do not exist for themselves. They exist to 
enhance their surroundings. You are salt of the earth. You are the light of the world.  Not 
for yourself but for those around you. We are called to bear witness to God’s light and 
enhance the lives of those around us—this is who we are, Jesus says, this is what we were 
made to do.  Jesus does not say, you should be salt or you will be light.  Jesus says you are 
salt. You are light. You exist to bring flavor and richness and texture and illumination to 
those around you. That is who Jesus said we are. We exist for one another. Author 
Madeleine L'Engle’s said, “We do not draw people to Christ by loudly discrediting what they 
believe, by telling them how wrong they are and how right we are, but by showing them a 
light that is so lovely that they want with all their hearts to know the source of it.” 
 
A colleague of mine pastors a church in Birmingham, Alabama and she told our preaching 
group a story recently about Snowpacalypse, the storm that three years ago covered much of 
the South with inches of frozen sheets of ice. “Birmingham’s many hills became impassable, 
the interstates practically parking lots. Thousands of motorists were stranded. There was 
inconvenience for nearly everyone and real harm for many.”   
 
Despite the conditions she said this, “In the midst of those difficulties, so many people 
responded with the best of themselves. What we wanted that day was salt on the roads.  
Instead we got people acting as the salt of the earth. People offering rides or shelter to 
strangers. Teachers staying overnight with students at schools. Nurses and doctors working 
for days straight. The employees at Chick-fil-A handing out hot sandwiches to people stuck 
in their cars. The Home Depot workers sprinkling every bag of sand they could find on the 
slippery roads.” The small actions didn’t fix the problem yet they made a difference. You are 
salt. You are light. Sometimes adversity reminds us who we are and brings out the best in us.   
 
I have actually started to pray for a big snowstorm in Washington. One like we had January 
of ‘16—a good foot of snow. Just so that everyone would have to stop and regroup. Our 
city full of anxious, tense, teeth-grinding, news-addicted Washingtonians would be forced to 
go outside and shovel, talk to their neighbors while digging out their cars, stay home from 
their offices and enjoy a movie with their children, and bring soup to the shut in, find a way 
to be salt and light, and remember who we are.  Come on, Jesus—send us some SNOW!   
 
We do not know how to solve the big problems of the kingdom of this world. We do not 
know how to have the perfect church or the perfect city or the perfect country, but Jesus 
assures us that the small actions we take to live out the kingdom of heaven in the here and 
now matter. It gives us comfort and hope that Jesus calls us these very common yet totally 
essential elements of life. Salt and light. These are holy names for the followers of Jesus.  
They are as holy as the common yet precious names we were given at our birth—you are 
John. You are Judy. You are Benjamin.  ou are Sarah. You are Melaka. You are Jeffery. You 
are salt. You are light. You are incredibly common in your humanity and yet vital, essential, 
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precious to the lives of those around you. To your family, your neighbors, the strangers you 
meet—you have been called to enhance and illuminate their lives.   
 
You are salt and you are light when you bring meal to a family with a new baby. When you 
send money to a cause you care about. When you invite a lonely friend to dinner. When you 
call your congressman. When you sit with the dying. When you reach across the aisle in 
friendship and compassion. When you make space for someone in your life. When you 
speak a word of kindness. We you act like the body of Christ even when it is hard. When 
you take your faith seriously. When you deeply study the Word of God. You are salt and you 
are light and I am proud of the ways you live into those names.   
 
In our communal life, we enhance the lives of one another and of those we are called to 
serve and we bear witness to the unifying presence of Jesus Christ in our lives. You are the 
salt of the earth. You are the light of the world. You are the sign of the kingdom of heaven, 
even here, even now. 
 
May God bless you.  Amen.  


