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Camille Cook Murray      July 2
nd

, 2017 

Georgetown Presbyterian Church     Genesis 6-8 

When it Rains, it Pours      Noah’s Ark 

 

Genesis 8:1 “And God remembered Noah…and the waters subsided.” 

 

Today we begin a summer sermon series on favorite bible stories from your 
Sunday school days.  You will get to hear sermons about Jonah and the Whale, 
Queen Esther, Daniel and the Lions Den, Mary and Martha, to name a few…today 
we begin with Noah and the Ark.  This classic bible story is a favorite for 
children’s books, even baby’s nursery décor.  Those endearing animals paired up 
nicely with the happy family of Noah waving from the deck of the Ark as it sails 
off into the sunset for an evening dinner cruise only to eventually find dry land 
and emerge unscathed from the whole experience.  Hooray, God saved the 
animals and two by two they disembark and start their lives again.  In reality this 
is so far from the actual biblical story it is also hard to even recognize it.  Maybe 
that is why preachers never tackle this story – there are too many childhood 
memories to shatter in a true telling of this terrifying tale.  But today I will tell the 
untold story of creations utter wretchedness, God’s buyer’s remorse, and the way 
a mighty storm helped hit the restart button.  We have already dismissed the 
children but anyone else wishing to regain your childhood naïveté should exit 
now.   
 
Here we go, ‘the not for children’s very abridged version of Noah’s Ark’: creation 
is horrible, terrible, wicked, Genesis says, “the thoughts of their hearts were only 
evil continually.”  God regretted ever creating these awful people.  God decided to 
destroy them…all of them…even the animals.  But then there was Noah and he 
was the exception to the rule.  Noah was a good guy, righteous, upright, and 
walking with God.  So God changed the plan slightly.  Noah, his wife, their three 
sons’ and their wives would survive.  God told Noah the plan of the flood and 
gave him the blueprints to build an ark.  Noah was to gather animals.  They all 
went into the ark and then it rained and rained and rained and rained.  
Everything not on the ark was annihilated.  Then the flood ended, Noah and his 
family and the animals got off the ark onto dry land.  Noah made an altar and 
sacrificed to God and God was pleased.  So God promised never to curse the 
ground, or destroy the earth because of the wicked inclinations of humanity.  God 
put a rainbow in the sky as a sign of the promise never to destroy the earth again.  
Noah being so happy to have arrived safely on dry ground immediately planted a 
vineyard, made wine, got absolutely drunk, and passed out naked in his tent.  
Genesis 9:20 in case you want to verify that last detail of the story.  There you go 
– that’s Noah and the Ark.  People sin.  God gets mad and rages. God saves Noah.  
God promises never to destroy the earth again.  Noah immediately abuses his 
new life.  That’s the story.  But why is that story in our bible and what are we to 
learn from it for us today? 
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First of all, this story is just one from the book of Genesis’ famous stories - the 
garden of Eden, the flood, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph and the rest of 
them…these stories help us to wrestle with the concepts of good and evil, of 
courage and cowardice, and of the entrance of God into human experience.  The 
book of Genesis is great literature and we believe the Holy Spirit still uses this 
ancient text to speak to the hearts and the minds of people today.  Bible stories 
like Noah and the Ark deal with sublime themes of God and man and destiny.  
These stories make us confront fundamental and ultimate questions.  They make 
us stand face to face with the Eternal.  And there is a great honesty in these 
stories, they tell the facts as vividly and ugly and horrible as they sometimes 
appear.  The story of Noah and the Ark does all of these things, it stirs our senses, 
our imagination, and our curiosity about God and creation - that is if we allow it 
to be more for us than a mere children’s tale of a floating zoo.  So today we must 
ponder this story with fresh ears and consider the lessons for 2017. 
 
First, and most obviously this story tells us something about humanity.  It has to 
do with our inclination to turn away from God and towards evil.  Genesis always 
paints even the best biblical heroes with their failures and faults along with their 
virtues.  Oliver Cromwell ordered the painter of his portrait, “Paint me as I am, 
wart and all.”  That’s what the author of Genesis did for us.  Warts and all for 
Noah – he was upright, virtuous, and yet still able to stray and be corrupted by 
the sin of this world.  Noah is a great man; the best there was around, and yet still 
not perfect.  If all of us are descendants of Noah, as the story sets out, then we all 
have parts of vice and virtue within us.  This piece of insight is something you 
probably already know about yourself – within you is the capacity for good and 
for evil.  I saw a t-shirt that said, “I’ve got a good heart…but this mouth…” 
 
What is probably more interesting than what the story tells us about ourselves is 
what the Noah’s Ark story tells us about God.  The story of the flood tells us 
several things about what God does.  God creates, God grieves, God destroys, God 
judges, God saves, and God remembers.  But also, this story reveals to us God’s 
character – that God’s love is deep enough that God will change for the sake of 
humanity.  Humans do not change; we continue to rebel.  Thankfully God 
changes when God promises never to wash us away again.  Out of a sense of love 
and loss, God changed from a God who will destroy to a God who will save.  God 
had the power to destroy again but promised never to do so.  The story of Noah is 
actually about God growing in relationship with us, God maturing in it, God 
moving from expectations of perfection in human beings to accepting us as 
flawed.  God decides to love us anyway.  In this story, we don’t change but God 
changes.  God decides to allow love for humanity to trump God’s judgment of 
humanity.  God decides that by the waters, we will not be damned.  The waters 
will now save us, wash us, cleanse us, baptize us, and bless us.  It is a big change 
for God and our lives have forever been impacted by the new covenant God 
makes with humanity in this story.   
 
So Noah and the Ark isn’t just about how God saved a bunch of animals and one 
lucky family.  Noah’s Ark is about how God has saved and continues to save all of 
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us.   The famous sign from the story is the rainbow.  The rainbow is a bow from a 
bow and arrow set, used previously as a weapon of war, it has now been hung in 
the sky, unstrung, stripped of its power to kill, set proudly above the mantle of 
creation.  The rainbow is a reminder of God’s faithfulness in the past and our 
hope tomorrow.  God sees the rainbow and remembers not to destroy us.  We see 
the rainbow and we remember God’s promise to us.  This story is important for 
us today because it gives us hope in the present and the future because we know 
of what God has done in the past.   
 
Whenever we are disillusioned by the amount evil and violence we see in the 
world, we can remember the rainbow and the promise.  Whenever the 
floodwaters of our lives overwhelm us, we remember that God never forgets 
about his beloved.  Whenever we despair to find darkness and sin within us, we 
remember that God has decided to be with us and for us, unconditionally.  This 
story, from the beginning to the end is about God’s love for humanity.  
 
There is much to learn from this story, much to remember about our God, and 
much comfort to receive from this old Sunday school lesson.  Noah’s story 
responds to our biggest questions about who God is, and who we are, with this 
theological truth: God creates in goodness; people rebel against God, yet still God 
always remembers his own with love.    
 
There is a family I have known and worked with for several years that have a 
grown son about my age who has struggled mightily for years with drug and 
alcohol addiction issues and everything that goes along with them.  This couple, 
his parents have been the most supportive, hopeful, and faith filled people 
throughout the years even with disappointment and heartache and struggle on 
their own doorstep.  Still after years of interventions, and treatments, and trying 
everything under the sun their son is still not healthy.  The way this couple has 
handled this situation reminds me of the way God decided to be in this story.  
God decided to be the one who is faithful, the one who is supportive, the one who 
is unconditional.   
 
God put that rainbow out there in hopes that one day we would return, we would 
remember, and we would change.  God is that loving, supportive parent to each 
one of us – promising to always love us, following through on that promise, and 
patiently waiting and hoping that one day we would remember who we are and 
whose we are and decide to walk in God’s light and truth.  God changed for our 
sake and we have an opportunity to be changed by God’s great love and to live 
faithfully as the righteous, faithful, and joy-filled people we were created to be.  
God saved Noah and God saved us – we get to decide what we do with that gift.  
Thanks be to God.   
 
Amen.   
 
 


