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Who is Jesus? It is a question on the lips and in the minds of all those who meet him in 

his travels. All are amazed at his words and his work. He preaches, teaches, heals, casts 

out demons, and even raises the dead, all in the name of God, whose kingdom is at 

hand.  

 

But Jesus moves quickly. Not many people get to know him for very long. The demons 

claim to know him, but he silences them before they can speak. Also, would you trust a 

demon? It seems as if people are left to judge Jesus for themselves. The whole Gospel of 

Mark seems to hold us in suspense, not fully revealing the answer until the cross and the 

empty tomb. “Who is Jesus?” is not a question meant to be fully answered apart from 

Easter morning. 

 

The disciples were with him. From nearly the beginning of his ministry, Jesus was 

accompanied but the disciples, as insider-witnesses. Part apprentice, part object lesson. 

And yet even the disciples—who had a front-row seat to Jesus’ ministry—were 

astonished at his work. “Who is this that even the wind and the sea obey him?” They 

cried.  

 

There was one word used to describe people’s reaction to Jesus: Amazed. You read it 

chapter after chapter in the gospel. Leaders gathered in a synagogue are amazed at his 

teaching, asking, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority!”  

 

A crowd witnessing the healing of a paralyzed man are amazed and glorified God saying, 

“We have never seen anything like this!” 

 

The outsider-Gentiles across the sea were “amazed” that Jesus had cast out a legion of 

demons from a man from Gerasene.  

 

And just before he returns to Nazareth, Jesus raises a little girl from the dead, and her 

whole town was “overcome with amazement.” 

 

There is one other crowd however, who have different knowledge of Jesus. The people of 

Nazareth, Jesus’ hometown. Jesus was raised there, and his family is there. He is even 

called “Jesus of Nazareth” throughout his ministry. They know where Jesus is from. 

He’s one of them. They know his family, they know his past, including some details 

about his…interesting birth. They know him.  
 

When Jesus heads to Nazareth, he does not change his routine. No mention is made of 

him visiting his favorite aunts, catching up with old friends, or even checking in with his 

family. 
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He heads straight to the synagogue as he has done before and teaches. It is reasonable to 

assume that his growing reputation in the region has followed him home. The 

synagogue was likely packed.  

 

I can imagine the disciples, entering Nazareth with heads held high, eager to name-drop 

their boss: “Oh Jesus? Yeah, he’s a pretty close friend of mine. Actually, he recruited me, 

yeah. I don’t like to talk about it too much though. I’m really in it for the service. You 

know, to help the people.” 

 

The disciples have seen Jesus draw crowds, cast out demons and raise the dead. He has 

preached to thousands, calmed storms, and spoken in parables. Now he is home and the 

disciples expect a warm welcome.  

 

But whatever the disciples’ expectations, the reality falls well short of them.  

 

Just as before, the townspeople are astounded at his teaching. They see and hear what 

he does and says, just as others have. But instead of praising Jesus for his work, they 

reject him. 

 

If there was any hope of a hero’s welcome, it is gone. Instead, Jesus is met with offense. 

[The greek is “stumbling” or “scandal”] The town trips over itself in taking offense at 

Jesus. They simply cannot accept that the Jesus they know is the holy man they see 

before them. Suddenly things aren’t as rosy for the disciples. They had taken front row 

seats at the feet of Jesus, wanting to be associated with the man of the hour. But after 

the harsh rejection by his long-time associates, their enthusiasm cools. They shrink 

down in their robes. They glance towards the nearest exit.  

 

When they look to Jesus for assurance, he seems to speak directly to his group of 

disciples through his words to the whole assembly: “Prophets are not without honor!… 

except in their hometown, and among their kin, and in their own house.” 

 

It has nothing to do with facts—Jesus’ miracles, teaching, and wisdom are widely 

acknowledged. The trouble comes when these facts about the man Jesus come up 

against the town’s preconceived understanding of the boy they knew. 

 

These are the people who know him not as the mysterious and miraculous wandering 

messiah, but as Jesus the construction worker with the almost-single mother.  

 

Their astonishment at his words and deeds quickly devolves into questions meant to 

discount Jesus and put him back where they think he belongs. They stop seeing and 

start projecting: 

 

“Where did this man get all this?” —What are his credentials? 
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“Is this not the carpenter?” —He’s not even a priest! He knows nothing about God.  

 

“Isn’t this the son of Mary?” —We all know there was something strange about his 

mother’s quick marriage to Joseph. 

 

The Nazoreans are no longer focused on what they can see, but on what they have 

seen—and what they would like to continue to see: a backwards illegitimate manual 

laborer who has gone above his station.  

 

In fact, they devote so much energy to discounting Jesus that Jesus then 

cannot—cannot!—do any deed of power there, and only healed a few before he left for 

the surrounding villages.  

 

That is scary.  

 

It begs the question: how does someone else’s unbelief stop the work of God?  

 

People have preset understandings, and those can be useful, but they can also be 

blinders. We see what we want to see.  

 

Acknowledging otherwise lets on that they don’t understand. And acknowledging that 

this person—the kid that they always knew—has power over them. And Mary, the 

woman they always looked askance at, now has something to boast about. The politics of 

a small town keep them from seeing the Messiah.  

 

Jesus’ Gospel is a gospel of repentance. The Kingdom of God is here! Repent and 

believe. The word “repent” comes from the Greek metanoiae meaning to change your 

mind. It is related to the Hebrew shub, which means to turn or return.  

 

To preach this is to ask others to change their minds. To turn away from the ideas and 

understandings that they cling to and to (re)turn to God.  

 

This is not a local boy makes good story. He could have gone out and done 

anything—been made assistant to the head carpenter in Jerusalem. But to come in and 

presume to change their understanding of who God is and what God wants is a bridge 

too far. They can’t even accept what their ears hear and their eyes see.  

 

But how can they reject what is right before their very eyes?  

 

 

It’s easier than you think. Let’s try a little experiment: 

 

When was the last time you learned something? Can you remember? Was it fun? 

Challenging? Boring? How did you feel about learning it?  
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Now when was the last time you changed your mind about something important? 

 

I’m willing to bet that it is harder to answer this, and if you have something in mind, it is 

tangled up in emotion. Whether it is your understanding of a national policy like 

immigration or abortion, or your opinion on how your mother treated your father, 

changing your mind is a complicated and emotionally charged endeavor.  

 

Simply put, humans have a tendency to cling to our preconceptions more tightly than to 

faith itself.  

 

More and more research supports this, but it only takes one heated Thanksgiving dinner 

to understand that “destroying” your cousin with lists of facts is not the most effective 

way of changing her mind.  

 

Openness to new understandings, especially about God and the nature of our human 

existence, takes patience, humility, and a listening ear. It also takes grace when faced 

with others who don’t agree with you.  

 

Because ultimately there is something transcendent about the changing of a mind. It is 

the Spirit which converts, not the disciples. The job of those who follow Christ is to point 

the way, not to drag others kicking and screaming. Why do some believe and others 

don’t? Why do faithful people disagree? There is a mystery there that establishes the 

limits of our understanding.  

 

This is the reality that Jesus wanted to show his disciples before he sent them off. Yes, 

you have the power to heal and cast out demons. Yes, you have the gospel that the 

kingdom has come near. But do not waste your effort using your knowledge as a 

weapon. The people will listen, or they won’t. Don’t try to convince, simply proclaim.  

 

You can waste a lot of time and energy nursing relationships that won’t go anywhere. 

Jesus himself healed only a few in Nazareth, and time was too short to linger there long. 

The ties that bound him there—his family, his past—had to be set aside for the work to 

be done. The people there were simply not willing to listen.  

 

This isn’t a kumbaya moment for Jesus, and the work of faith rarely is. But as Jesus 

shakes the Nazorean dust off his feet, is there no hope for the village he leaves behind? 

Scripture says there is. At least two people from the crowd eventually follow Jesus: his 

mother Mary, and his brother James.  

 

Mary is to be found again at the foot of the cross, and scripture attests to the fact that 

Jesus’ brother James became a Christian leader in the early church.  

 

They were open to hearing Jesus’ words without letting their preconceptions get in the 

way of their understanding. Their minds were changed.  
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To do so we need to be open to hearing the divine call from surprising places and 

surprising people. We need to be open to listening to others and to changing our minds. 

There is kingdom work going on in the world, and we risk missing out if we stay stuck in 

our like-minded communities.  

 

Do we simply surround ourselves with people and opinions that confirm what we 

already believe? When we listen to opposing views, do we truly listen, or simply try to 

gain fodder for a counter-argument? Are there some people that we have written off 

completely?  

 

If we trust the Spirit to lead us, we can leave our anxieties and listen to others with our 

ears and our hearts open.  

 

Who is Jesus? It is a question that every Christian community endeavors to answer and 

communicate to the world. And the fact that we are here means that those answers have 

not fallen on deaf ears, but that the Spirit is actively changing hearts and minds today.  

 

We pray that our minds might be continuously conformed to the Kingdom of God. 

Thanks be to God! Amen.  
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