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Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?”  
 
Jesus answered, “Where I am going, you cannot follow me now; but you will follow afterward.” 
 
Peter said to him, “Lord, why can I not follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” 
 
Jesus answered, “Will you lay down your life for me? Very truly I tell you, before the cock crows, 
you will have denied me three times. Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also 
in me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you 
that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 
will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the 
place where I am going.”  
 
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 
 
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and 
have seen him.” 
 
Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 
 
Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? 
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not 
believe that I am in the father and the father is in me?” 
 
Let us pray. Dear Lord, may the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable 
in thy sight, O Lord, our rock and our redeemer. Amen.  
 
Peter’s denial is one of the most well-known stories in the gospels. And if you’ve ever been to a 
funeral, you’ve heard Jesus’s words of assurance: “Do not let your hearts be troubled.”  
 
But I had never realized that these two pronouncements were back to back. Listen again: 
 
Peter said to him, “Lord, why can I not follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” 
 
Jesus answered, “Will you lay down your life for me? Very truly I tell you, before the cock crows, 
you will have denied me three times. Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also 
in me.” 
 
How can words of such great comfort follow a prediction of such great failure? 
 
Peter has been involved in a back and forth with Jesus for the whole evening. Things… are not 
going the way he thought they would. 
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In our reading we find Jesus and his closest followers at a meal. They have just entered Jerusalem, 
where Jesus was met with a royal welcome. He has performed signs: He has turned water to wine, 
healed the sick, made the lame walk and the blind see. He has fed many with little, walked on water; 
even raised Lazarus from the dead. There have been challenges to Jesus’s work and authority, of 
course. But this is to be expected on the eve of a revolution. 
 
Now he has gathered his closest followers together. The time is heavy with promise. It has been a 
tough few years, but finally, the people of God will be free once again. Jesus is the promised 
messiah, who will deliver God’s people from oppression, who will re-establish the throne of David, 
whose kingdom shall have no end. Caesar’s days are numbered. The feeling in the room is electric. 
Peter has been with Jesus from the beginning of his ministry, and he knows that centuries of 
promise have all led up to this moment. 
 
Only now… Jesus was talking about leaving. And worse, about leaving the disciples behind. … 
Leaving Peter behind. 
 
That night, Jesus spoke of victory, but also of betrayal and suffering and death. Of a kingdom not of 
this world. Peter was not buying any of it, and he let Jesus know it. Remember, none of the disciples 
knew at the time that this meal was going to be called “the Last Supper.”  
 
Instead, we hear Peter’s desperate attempts to get Jesus back on track.  
 
When Jesus bent down to wash the disciples’ feet.  
Peter countered: Lord, you will never wash my feet!  
When Jesus replied everyone needs their feet to be washed to have a share with him. 
Peter jumped: Lord, wash my hands and my head too!  
When Jesus said he must be betrayed by one of his own,  
Peter to the rescue raised the question: Lord, who is it? 
And finally, when Jesus: said “Where I am going you cannot follow now.”  
Peter replied: Lord, Where? Lord, why can I not follow you now? I will lay down my life for you. 
 
Again and again, Peter met Jesus’s words with anxiety. No Lord! More Lord! Who Lord? Where 
Lord? Why Lord?  
 
It was an impatience born of insecurity. The ground upon which Peter had stood—the promise of a 
victorious king—was crumbling, and he was working hard to piece it back together. They’d worked 
so hard! They’d come so far! They could bring their mission to completion. Jesus was the one! Now 
if only he would listen.  
 
Again and again, Peter tries to assure Jesus that he doesn’t have to worry. That the disciples have his 
back.  
 
Finally, Jesus stops Peter. Jesus, while fully God, has a very human moment: He calls Peter out on 
his pledge: You say you will lay down your life for me? You have no idea what you’re asking. Peter, 
you’re out of your element. 
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You say you have my back? Very truly I tell you, before the sun rises, you will have denied me three 
times.  
 
Jesus, if you would just listen!  
 
No, Peter, you listen. 
 
Jesus, if you would just let us!  
 
No, Peter, you let me. 
  
Jesus, if you could only trust us with the work!  
 
No, Peter, you trust me. You have everything you need.  
 
Jesus turns from Peter to address the whole group. Peter is not the only one with anxieties. The 
group is eager to know what to do, where to go, and what will happen.  
 
They know that Jesus is the messiah, but they still have not grasped the full truth of his presence.  
 
When Jesus tells them “Do not let your hearts be troubled,” he is trying to help them realize that 
God is with them. Right then and there, God is in their midst. 
 
I am God. God is with you. Literally. In this room. Don’t worry. Just trust me. 
 
Things might not go how you expect them to. But that does not mean that I am untrustworthy. All I 
have done and said points to God the father. And if God is with me and I am with you, then God is 
with you. Don’t be troubled. 
 
Believe.  
 
After that night and Jesus’s arrest, the disciples scattered and fled. They hid while Jesus was 
crucified, and they were afraid when the risen Jesus met them. And yet, just as God the Father 
brought Jesus through death to everlasting life, Jesus brought the disciples through their unbelief to 
the faithful beginnings of the Church. 
 
We might say then that the primary work of a Christian is to trust in Christ. Yes, there are proper 
ways to behave, and good work to be done, but these things alone will never be sufficient if we 
don’t trust. 
 
Jesus goes before us. He was in the beginning with God; he has walked the face of the earth, he has 
sat in the house of those who mourn, he has sought out the sinner and the lost. He has died the 
death of a criminal, and has plumbed the depths of hell itself. He has risen from the dead and has 
gone before us to prepare a place for us. Jesus has walked this path and we are called to trust him 
because he goes before us and because his word is good.  
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Our attempts to overcome our anxieties and doubts and fears can leave little room for trust. God 
does not need us to do the work of the redemption of the world. It is precisely the opposite. We 
need Jesus. On our own, we scatter, we doubt, we falter, we deny.  
 
Now, we might be tempted to ask ourselves how we move from anxiety to assurance?  
 
But that is another work! Another insecurity! 
 
Maybe I’m not trusting enough? Maybe I’m not faithful enough?! Maybe I’m like Peter, and would 
deny Jesus three times if given the chance. How can I prove myself? 
 
Jesus’s words stop these thoughts in their tracks: Do not let your hearts be troubled! 
 
Trust isn’t a new kind of work, a new anxiety to throw on top of the others. It isn’t a new thing to 
do and worry about: if I just trust God!  
 
No, it is not a new action, but almost an inaction. It is not something we do, but rather, trust is 
letting God do. It is recognizing that God is able. Just as when we were children, and we knew if we 
fell that our mother or father would be there to scoop us up and dry our tears, our faith is knowing 
that when we fall and falter in our lives, God is there. 
 
Trust is a joy, a relief from anxiety . . .  A Deep. Breath.  
 
Through Jesus, all of our worry can melt away, knowing that we are eternally held in the hand of a 
loving God. “I have prepared a place for you, and I will come again and take you to myself.” This is 
a word to you, today: Jesus will take you to himself. You are not alone, you will never be alone. Your 
anxieties, your insecurities… Jesus took it all and buried it at the foot of the cross. 
 
To follow Christ on the way is to recognize him in our midst in the present even as we move 
towards the unknown future. Biblical commentator Gerard Sloyan recalls an old Christian saying 
which captures this well: “All the way to heaven is heaven, for he said, ‘I am the way.’” And if we 
can claim Christ’s presence with us, we have good reason not to worry. 
 
This doesn’t mean that we won’t face hardship or death. But with Christ we can meet challenge, 
hardship, failure, and even death… with trust. These hardships, our failures, and our tragedies are 
not our end. Death is not the end. Jesus: the way, the truth, and the life has claimed us here and 
now. There is a place prepared for us, there is a way for us.  
 
Our lives then are more than the summed-up total of our efforts and our failures. Our lives are 
bound up in God’s life. Stephen knew this. Though he may have never met Jesus, he trusted in 
Jesus, who had gone before him. And because of this, his death was not a tragic end, but a 
triumphant witness.  
 
Jesus does more than tell us to take comfort. Jesus is our comfort. When Peter was lost and unable 
to trust, Jesus had good news for him.  
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Jesus is there to carry us in our moments of greatest challenge and anxiety. So when we fail—and we 
will—God does not fail. And when we are anxious, Jesus tells us again and again: “Do not let your 
hearts be troubled.” And that is good news for us.  
 
Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


