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Let us pray. Dear Lord may the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be 

acceptable in your sight, oh Lord our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen. 

This is my last sermon before I go on my summer sabbatical. I am very grateful to the session, 

to my fellow staff members, to the deacons, and to the whole church for supporting your 

pastors in this special way. 

As I’ve wound things down or handed things off in the last month or so, I have spent a lot of 

time thinking about what really matters in church.  

And one thing I’ve learned is that I am not essential. 

And before you eliminate my position when I’m gone, let me explain what I mean. When I 

leave for the summer, the church will not come to a grinding halt. People have stepped up, 

ministries have been adjusted or shut down, and others will function on their own for a while. 

That is not to say that I don’t have value, but it does mean that the congregation does not 

succeed or fail because of me, or any one of us here today.  

And yet, there is sometimes a lingering anxiety that we need to do more, have more, be more 

than we are right now. Do we have enough young people? Is our brand communicating our 

identity effectively? Are we relevant in the digital age? Are we trying to be too relevant in the 

digital age? 

But these anxieties should be recognized for what they are: relying on things other than God for 

our salvation. 

Right now we are in the midst of GrowingUP, a capital campaign to fund the renovation of our 

Sunday school spaces on the third floor.  

As I’m sure you’ve noticed, our population of children and young adults is growing. And this is 

great! But we need to remember that this is the fruit, and not the root of God’s work.  

What we do is important, but it is always in response to what God has already done. 
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In our gospel reading today we get a small piece of Jesus’ last supper with his disciples. He is 

about to leave them and he wants to reassure them but also remind them of who they are.  

It was not their intelligence, or their organizational fortitude, or their financial stability that 

held them together. It was Jesus, and he was leaving them. It was an anxious time. 

“Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and…'Where I am 

going, you cannot come.’  

But Jesus does not abandon his people. He does not abandon the world. Instead he puts our 

anxieties to rest by articulating the identity and mission of the church: 

I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also 

should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have 

love for one another.”  

This is the purpose of the church: to love as you have been loved by God. This is the identity of 

the church: The world will know you by your love.  

It can be easy to forget this and cling to smaller ideas. We have to have something, be 

something, do something —both as individuals and as a congregation, in order to have 

worth. 

But when we turn to scripture we see that we have it all backwards. 

We do not lack for anything—God is with us.  

We are enough as we are—God loves us. 

We do not need to do anything to earn God’s love—God has already given it fully. 

Sit with that. God loves you. You are enough. 

And so when we hear that the children are the future of the church! We need to think about the 

message it sends: If we can get them  in, the church will be okay. And if they stick around 

enough, they’ll probably even pledge!  
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This anxiety spills into how we teach our children. They learn that church is just as filled with 

anxiety as the rest of the world. They learn that they have something that the adults need, and 

the adults will be pleased if they fulfill that need. This is a recipe for a mass exodus once these 

kids get old enough to opt out.  

And so, ironically, because we know that these young folks are not the salvation of the church, 

we have the trust and the faith to teach them that they are loved and valued not as a means to 

an end, but as beloved members of God’s family.  

With this faith in our hearts, the things were are anxious over fall into their proper places. We 

are free to work and to minister without the anxiety that comes from needing to save the 

church.  

This church is strong, not because of what we have and what we do, but because of the love we 

receive and give to one another and to the world. That is a powerful witness not only to our 

children but to our culture which is choked with meritocracy. 

This church is strong, and we see the fruit of God’s love in the lives we live. Yesterday, we 

celebrated the life of Marcia Macdonald, and one of the most remarkable things about that 

lovely service was the presence of the family of her very dear friend, Mary Kay Spink, who died 

a few years ago. It is a testament to the light and the life of Marcia and Mary Kay, that they 

traveled here from out of town to celebrate with us. 

For those of you who didn’t have the pleasure of knowing these two church pillars, they were 

long-time friends, who had nearly a century of GPC membership between them. They never 

married, never had children, and their lives were a witness to the power of a faith in something 

beyond ourselves.  

I don’t know all of their private struggles, but I do know that their lives were lived for others, 

freely, and faithfully. The work that they did, and that countless others have done, was not 

done out of personal preservation but for the love of God and neighbor. Even in death, even 

when there is no one left to remember their names, their legacy of faith will be with us in Spirit. 
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The whole congregation is blessed by their faith, even those who never knew them. 

In the same way, it is a privilege for us to witness the baptism of Abigail this morning and make 

promises on her behalf. Though she isn’t even a year old, we have all promised to welcome her 

and to share with her the knowledge and love of Christ. There are some gathered here today 

who will not be here to see her grow, but we make those promises all the same, in the name of 

God the Father of us all.  

And we are blessed to be gifting Bibles to our children and youth in the church, including to 

Senior Daniel Wisdom, who was baptized in this church as his father was before him, and his 

grandmother before him.  

And also to 1st
 grader Holly, who was brought here because of her cousin Marcia and baptized 

alongside her mother and brother 4 years ago this week. 

We are blessed to be able to care for members and friends who can only stay in our midst for a 

little while, before life calls them to new chapters.  

We are blessed to go out into our neighborhoods to be with those who cannot come to church, 

so church must come to them. 

We are blessed to be able to comfort those who mourn those who have gone where we cannot 

follow, who have lived long years, or who have been taken from us too soon.  

We are blessed to welcome the stranger and care for the lost and those who are different from 

us, and to recognize God’s image in their eyes. 

"See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them as their God; they will be his 

peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will 

be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed 

away." 

The one who was seated on the throne said, "See, I am making all things new.” Then he said, "It 

is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give 
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water as a gift from the spring of the water of life. Those who conquer will inherit these things, 

and I will be their God and they will be my children. 

This  is the message we want to teach our youngest brothers and sisters. That God is a God of 

love. That God gives water to the thirsty and that we are all children of God. And we are free to 

share that and see that love in others.  

It means giving without holding back. Giving because there is nothing to gain by clinging to our 

insecurities. We know this is true because it is what Jesus did for us. It is because Jesus died 

for us that we are freed from the anxieties that held us back. It is because of God’s love that we 

know who we are, and what we can do.  

Thanks be to God. Amen. 
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