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I want to talk to you all for the next few hours on the topic of patience. Well I thought you loved the 
Lord? Patience. My prayer is always, “Lord, give me patience.  Right now!” But God always teaches 
us patience the old fashioned way . . . we have to wait for it! Did you know that a wood tick is said to 
be able to sit on a tree for three years waiting for a warm-blooded animal to come by? Now that is 
patience. The patience of a wood tick is something for you to aspire towards then.  
 
Yet we are generally fairly impatient people. Washington, D.C. is probably about the worst place in 
the country for exhibiting the Christian virtue of patience. And yet the Bible is full of admonitions 
for Christians to be patient. Throughout the Hebrew and Greek scriptures we hear again and again 
about the virtue of patience and so it is no surprise that on Paul’s list, it is among the fruit of the 
Spirit.   
 
The pastor I worked for in South Africa told me the story of a Sunday morning when one of his 
elders ran into the vestry. It was a few minutes past the eleven o’clock hour and the elder was 
annoyed and impatient. “We are late. When is this worship service going to begin?” he asked. The 
minister replied, “Worship beings as soon as God’s people turn to him in prayer so don’t wait for 
me. Go ahead and get started.”   
 
There are some things, which simply take time and you cannot rush. If you rush the process you will 
ruin it. You can take a tomato and you put it in the windowsill to force ripen it in the sun, but it will 
not taste like a vine-ripened tomato. Let’s hold onto that image—force ripened verse vine ripened.  
What we learn slowly throughout our lives is that God’s time is the best time. God is always faithful 
but on God’s time table. And while we wait for God’s timing to be right, we learn about ourselves, 
we learn about one another, we learn about God. While we wait we ripen.   
 
You probably know the story about Moses and how he led his people faithfully for forty years in the 
wilderness. Forty is a number in the Bible, which just means a really, really long time. Moses led the 
Israelites for a really long time and these people were difficult. They were complainers, bellyachers, 
whiners. And Moses did not give up on them, he just led them and fed them and tried to get them to 
be faithful and tried to make them believe that there actually was a place called the Promised Land.  
But there was an unfortunately episode when Moses got impatient—who can blame him? He 
whacked his staff against a rock in anger to get water out in order to get the people to stop grumbling 
about their thirst. But God was not happy with Moses for acting so impatiently and not waiting for 
God to provide for them. God said, “Because you did that, Moses, you are not going to get the 
privilege of leading your people into the Promised Land. That honor will be left to your successor.”   
 
And God took Moses up to the mount of Nebo to look over onto the Promised Land to see its glory 
and realize that he was not going to get to lead the people there. I always felt sorry for Moses at this 
part; it was not really fair. Yet God was ripening Moses. His life lesson was that of learning patience.  
He had to learn that God was at work. Moses had to trust in the slow work of God. God was going 
to go with them and God was the one who was going to lead them. God would get them to the 
Promised Land, in God’s way, taking God’s sweet time to get them there. Moses eventually learned 
to just trust and believe and be patient.   
 
Pierre Chardin was a French philosopher and Jesuit priest whose writings have had a huge impact on 
modern Catholic theology. He wrote this beautiful poem called Trust in the Slow Work of God.   
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Above all, trust in the slow work of God. 
We are quite naturally impatient in everything 
to reach the end without delay. 
We should like to skip the intermediate stages. 
We are impatient of being on the way 
to something unknown, something new. 
Yet it is the law of all progress that is made 
by passing through some stages of instability 
and that may take a very long time. 
And so I think it is with you. 
Your ideas mature gradually. Let them grow. 
Let them shape themselves without undue haste.  
Do not try to force them on 
as though you could be today what time 
-- that is to say, grace -- 
and circumstances 
-- acting on your own good will --  
will make you tomorrow. 
Only God could say what this new Spirit 
gradually forming in you will be. 
Give our Lord the benefit of believing 
that his hand is leading you, 
and accept the anxiety of feeling yourself 
in suspense and incomplete. 
Above all, trust in the slow work of God,  
our loving vine-dresser. Amen. 

 
As we grow in faith, we hope that we will also learn to trust in the slow work of God. We hope that 
we will receive the gift of patience, and come to believe that God’s timing is the right timing and 
God is faithfully at work within us and around us. Philippians 1:6 says, “I am confident of this, that 
the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.”  
God has begun a good work in us and we are being vine-ripened in our relationship with Jesus 
Christ, he is the vine and we are the branches. You cannot force this relationship; you cannot rush 
the process, as slow and painful as sometimes it may be.   
 
Patience in the Greek is literally translated long-passion, or long-suffering. Patience is not passive 
word. Patience is not just about sitting and waiting, being calm and restful. Patience is about 
character, attitude, and faith.   
 
It has been said that two things define you: your patience when you have nothing and your attitude 
when you have everything. Patience is about how we behave while we wait. How do we behave when 
we have no health, no money, no joy, no answers, no hope? How do we act when we are waiting for 
God to answer us? It is not by accident that in the Bible the words “patience” and “endurance” are 
so commonly linked.  
  

Patience is about . . . holding fast while waiting on God’s timing.   
. . . remaining faithful while waiting on God’s promises.   
. . . living productively when the answers are delayed.   
. . . working for justice when you may not get to the Promised Land yourself.     
 

Patience is graciously dealing with the passage of time when the fulfillment of our greatest hopes 
lingers. Graciously dealing with the passage of time. God’s timing is perfect timing—never late, never 
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early. Yet God’s timing is rarely our timing because while we would force ripen most situations God 
in his wisdom knows the inherit value and goodness of vine ripening.  Some things just cannot come 
without time. 
 
On a visit to a distillery in Scotland, the tour guide explained the process of aging the whiskey and 
how each year you lose a little bit as it is absorbed into the wood or evaporates.  They call this the 
“angel’s share.”  Over 10, 15, 20 years you lose some of your product, but you also absorb more and 
more flavor from the oak barrel and the character enhances and changes and refines. You cannot 
force ripen it—you cannot rush the process. 
 
We see this with children—when we force them to grow up too quickly. The book, The Hurried Child, 
came out about fifteen years ago highlighting the problems with force-ripening children with too 
many responsibilities and pressures too soon. Children need to grow, need to mature, need to 
learn—you cannot rush the process of childhood or if you do, something precious is lost. There are 
precious things in life, which cannot be force-ripened.   
 
Moses did not understand why it was taking so long for the people to get to Promised Land. If it was 
his choice, they would have gone out of slavery and directly into the Promised Land, yet their time in 
the wilderness was formative. They needed to learn and grow and ripen. But God knew when the 
time was right. We need to learn to trust God a bit more than our impatient selves are prone to do.  
We need to believe that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion.   
 
Being rooted in Christ, means being people who have the fruit of patience in our lives, in our souls—
patient with ourselves, patient with one another, patient with God. Being rooted in Christ Jesus, we 
bear patiently in our wilderness seasons, learning what we can and trusting that God will eventually 
lead us home. 
 
Eric Liddell’s—the famous Scottish Olympic runner from Chariots of Fire—favorite hymn was Be Still, 
My Soul. When Liddell was a prisoner of war, he used to sing it over and over to himself in his cell . . . 
as he was learning about patience and practicing endurance and clinging to God’s faithfulness.   
 

Be still, my soul: the Lord is on thy side. 
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain. 
Leave to thy God to order and provide; 
In every change, He faithful will remain. 

 
Whatever it is you are waiting on right now, trust in the slow work of God. For God who has begun 
a good work in you will bring all things to completion—and in the meantime trust in thy God to 
order and provide.   
 
Amen.  1 
 

                                                        
1 I am indebted to Blair Monie and Fred Anderson for their ideas and antidotes in 
this sermon. 


