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14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15and saying, 
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.”  
16 As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the 
lake—for they were fishermen.17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for 
people.”18And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19As he went a little farther, he saw James 
son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20Immediately he called them; 
and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 
 
One of Winston Churchill’s favorite phrases was, “All will come right.”  As one who led 
England through the dark valleys of WWII, this took some conviction.  “All will come right” 
is certainly a Christian affirmation. It is the belief that God is somehow involved in the 
cosmos and that creation will be redeemed and restored in the fullness of time.  And while 
we do profess these eschatological hopes about the future—it still does not always comfort 
us completely in the short-term.  Because while the long-term future with God looks bright, 
the short-term future we face feels precarious.  With only two days before the election, I 
know anxieties about the future are a tiny bit elevated!   
 
The first thing we see Jesus doing in Mark’s gospel is addressing this exact issue—he talks 
about the long-term promises and short-term solutions.  Mark reports Jesus entered Galilee 
proclaiming the good news of God and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 
God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.”  Jesus, in this theologically dense 
sentence, is announcing that by his presence among them, the coming of God’s kingdom has 
come near. Christ’s presence with them means there will be a very different future going 
forward—and the possibility of experiencing that new reality began at that moment on the 
seashore in Galilee.  Jesus tells all who will hear how they can participate in this new 
future—repent and believe. By repenting from the former things, our former ways, we can 
turn to face a new future with God who is active and present in our lives. By believing in 
God’s wisdom and God’s timing, we learn to trust in the slow handiwork of God 
throughout creation.   
 
Jesus preaches repentance and belief because he believes change is possible, not just in the 
far-off future, but also in our lifetimes and with our very lives. This is the powerful and 
transformative future he is preaching about and promoting. Then Jesus goes on to show us 
how it is done. He invites Simon, Andrew, James and John to repent and believe. When they 
did so, they were transformed from ordinary fishermen into apostles for the gospel. Jesus 
promised them a new future by saying, “I will make you fishers of men.” The word “make” 
is from the word creating. This is an act of creation—of God’s continued activity within 
creation— “I will create a new heavens and a new earth” and it begins right now.  It begins 
by taking ordinary men who know how to cast nets and catch fish and creating from those 
vessels, men who know how to love, serve, preach, and minister to the people of Galilee and 
beyond. 
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New Testament scholar Ted Smith says he would prefer if this passage was translated, “I will 
make you fishers of people.” Rather than “I will make you fish for people.” The difference is 
in the identity shift. This is not about a new task for those early disciples, but this is about a 
new life. Smith says, the translation, “I will make you fish” gives us one more activity to 
work into our datebooks. (Right, Jesus, fish for people. How about every fourth Monday? 
Can anyone else do fourth Mondays?”) But the translation, “I will make you fishers,” 
promises a whole new life, a new future, and a part in helping to usher in the kingdom of 
God.   
 
Jesus is taking responsibility for their transformations if they will leave their nets and follow 
him. The transformation happens by way of God’s work within the lives of those fishermen, 
but their response is vital to that new life. This is an important lesson that the future, while 
rooted in God’s power and action, is impacted by our decisions and actions. Jesus’s first 
words in Galilee—repent and believe—are the first steps to participating in this new 
creation. To raise our hands and enlist for a new beginning in Christ means we must be 
willing to let go of the past, to become something new, and believe in the coming kingdom 
of God Almighty.    
 
For us, new beginnings are nothing less than an act of creation. The disciples were becoming 
new. We are becoming new. This transformation in Christ, available to all of us, is the most 
hopeful thing about the future, in the short term. For there is a promise that, in Christ, we 
will grow up and mature, and find him to be our way and find in him our life and find in him 
our truth. As we decide again and again to repent and believe that Christ will in fact make a 
new creation in us, we will be able to participate in the new kingdom. These things we know 
are true because, when we look back to the past, even the pasts within us, we can see the 
work of God’s creation in God’s slow handiwork seen throughout the generations. 
 
When I was eight years old, all I wanted for Christmas was an Andre Agassi Head tennis 
racket. I thought I was going to be a professional tennis player. I was certain of my 
invincibility. I liked going to church. I thought my three brothers were nuisances. I was 
excited about the future. Time was no object. I was happy.   
 
When I was 16 years old, I had multiple tennis rackets on me at all times. I thought I was 
going to play tennis in college at least. I was becoming more aware of the limitations of self 
and of others. I had a set of keys to an old Buick I shared with my older brother. I thought 
he was sent by God to torture me. I still felt invincible. I was unsettled by the questions I 
had when I went to church. Time seemed to move too slowly. I was unsure about the future 
but I was happy. 
 
There are shadows of that eight year old and that 16 year old in me still, but mostly they feel 
like my former selves. I am the same person, but I am also completely new. We grow up 
slowly in God’s order of things. Our former selves slowly shed as our bodies grow and our 
minds develop and our spirit figures itself out. The growth of the soul is hard to feel in the 
moment, but easy to see in hindsight. Growing up in Christ requires many moments of 
repentance and many moments of belief—it requires commitment to follow his call, but also 
a trust that God is doing a new thing within us, even if we cannot feel it happening right 
now. Jesus’s promise and gift to us is that we will be transformed for the future that lies 
ahead—and God will take an active part in that process.   
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I am in my mid-thirties now. I am not who I used to be and mostly that is a good thing. I 
still love tennis—watching Wimbledon in particular. My brothers are my closest friends.  
Going to church is no longer something to do, but part of who I am. I feel far from 
invincible and I do worry about the future. Time moves quite quickly it seems. If at 16 you 
would have told me that this is who I would be, it would have been impossible for me to 
imagine. I have grown.   
 
This is the way that it happens for us. We grow up slowly and our former selves probably 
would not recognize the people we have become. This growing up is part of the coming 
kingdom, the new creation, and God’s hopeful future. The growing up for Simon, Andrew, 
James and John was part of God’s hopeful plan for creation. We must trust and believe that 
this growing up is not over.   
 
I hope this growing up is not over for me. 
I hope this growing up is not over for the church. 
I hope this growing up is not over for America. 
 
Jesus has told us what we need to do in order to say yes to growing up in God . . . repent 
and believe.   
 
We trust that some day, some distant day, we will all be in heaven.  It is then when we will 
look back on our former selves after finally becoming the people God has always known we 
could be.  Maybe only then will we fully believe that God was ushering in a new heaven and 
a new earth, right before our very eyes.  
 
But until that day, we must to continue to heed Christ’s call to repent and believe.  If we are 
afraid or anxious about the future, the best thing we can do is to embrace our part in 
ushering in the new kingdom. We need to keep growing, keep hoping, and keep believing 
that God can make all things new and with Christ the future is bright and in the end “all will 
come right.” 
 
Jesus had a relentless conviction that: 
 The broken can be mended, 
 The grieving can be comforted, 
 The wrong can be righted, 
 The sinful can be forgiven, 
 And ordinary men and women of God’s creation can do remarkable things for  
 the kingdom. 
 
Jesus believed in a future where these things were true. Let us hold onto those promises.  Let 
us hold onto him—as the way and the truth and the life—believing in God’s future and 
allow ourselves grow up into it.   Amen.   


