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You should understand the book of Acts like the latest hot TV series that everyone 
is talking about but you have not yet started. If you finally tune in at episode 4 of 
season 3, you won’t make sense of any of it—what is going on? Who are these 
people? And why is everyone addicted to this? Without the bigger picture and the 
entirety of the narrative you are just not going to understand the book of Acts.  
You will tune in, watch one episode, and then write it off as a strange drama filled 
with preposterous miracles and unbelievable tales of heroism. Like when the 
followers of Jesus heal people by just their shadows falling on the sick, or when 
the followers somehow are teleported to a distant city, or when poisonous snakes 
bite them but they do not get sick, or when the prison doors just miraculously 
open and their chains fall off, or when they narrowly survive a dramatic 
shipwreck. Independently, these stories are just strange but if you can 
understand the book as a whole as you read through the stories as they unfold 
and a much more significant story will emerge. The book of Acts is not just a story 
about the Acts of the Apostles—it is the story about God’s amazing work through 
the lives of ordinary men and women of faith.  
 
As we begin our first in the three part series: Born. United. Sent. And our six-
week sermon series on the book of Acts, I ask you to challenge yourself to read 
this book in its entirety. Sign up for the daily emails from the church or open your 
bible and dig into this story—a tale about lives disrupted by the intrusion of God 
in the person of Jesus Christ. 
 
‘Disruptive’ is the way biblical scholar Matthew Skinner describes the call to 
discipleship. Those who follow the call have their own lives disrupted and their 
new lives of faith prove to be a disruption others. In Acts 19:23 it says, “About 
that time no little disturbance broke out concerning the Way.” There was a riot in 
the city of Ephesus and ‘no little disturbance’ describes protestors rioting against 
the Christians. Ephesus was a bubbling cosmopolitan city and the teachings of 
Christ were counter to the ways of the city—the economic, social, political, and 
religious order was being disrupted by people who had been given, by Jesus, a 
completely different way of living their lives. In Acts 17:6; a complaint is heard 
about these Christians that accuses them of “turning the world upside down.” 
 
Sometimes we talk about Acts as the story of the birth of the Church because we 
find the first distinctive Christian sermon being preached and we hear about the 
vast growth of early followers—people being converted to faith in Jesus. Acts is 
the story about the birth of the church and stories about the early followers but 
this is not primarily why it was written. It was not written as a history book to 
give us interesting antidotes on the early church; rather it was written as a 
narrative intended to give us a theological vision for our lives. The specific 
theological vision is God’s reliability, God’s faithfulness to God’s people in all 
seasons—that is the larger narrative you will find threaded throughout the 
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colorful windings of this text. If you tune in to only one episode then Acts appears 
to be about fantastic stories about the apostles—but if you hang in there from the 
premier to the finale then you will see that the grand sub plot is about how God 
was at work through it all. 
 
You may have heard theologian Soren Kierkegaard’s famous line, “Life can only 
understood backwards but must be lived forwards.” God’s work in our lives is 
often this way. You can see the hand of God in the miraculous and the mundane 
parts of your lives much easier when you have had some time and distance from 
your present situation. When you are in the thick of it, it can be harder to see 
clearly just how God is functioning. How has God proved reliable in your life?  It 
would be easier for me to tell you about God’s reliability for me as a child, or a 
teenage, or a student, than it would be for me to tell you about how God is 
currently proving to be reliable today. That is not because I question God’s 
present reliability—it is because I am too close to the canvas.  Give it some time 
and I will be able to give testimony to God’s reliability in this season as well.   
 
You might feel this way too—that you are too close to the canvas to see just how 
God is functioning currently in your life or your family or your job or your future 
or in whatever it is you are going through. And yet God is at work even if only in 
ways not yet revealed to us. This is one of the reasons why it is good to read the 
Acts of the Apostles—because in these stories we hear about other people who got 
through illnesses, and imprisonments, and controversies, and hardships, and 
brushes with death, and crises of faith and God saw them through—God proved 
reliable. God proved reliable for Peter, and Paul, and Tabitha, and Philip, and 
Lydia, and Barnabas, and Silas, and the other characters we meet in Acts. God 
proved reliable and maybe they too had trouble at the time seeing just how God 
was working. But when they looked back they would be able to give testimony to 
God’s provision, God’s presence, and God’s reliability. And this for us becomes 
good news—manna in the wilderness. 
 
Peter in the beginning of Acts preached the good news and says in verse 2:39, 
“For the promise (of God’s faithfulness) is for you, for your children, and for all 
who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” Peter promises 
that God will be faithful to those who will follow—faithful to them, and to their 
children, and to their children’s children. This is a very old promise. It is a 
promise that was made to generations before us, and a promise that is made to 
the generations who follow us. God is and was and will be faithful. A promise that 
sometimes is hard to believe or see in the present—so we turn to the voices of 
scripture to witness for us and to trusted voices around us who give their own 
accounts of God’s faithfulness. 
 
A few weeks ago The Washington Post published a letter that had recently been 
found from Ronald Reagan to his father-in-law, Loyal Davis. It was 1982 and 
Davis was on his deathbed. Reagan wrote a four-paged letter to his father-in-law 
who was a revered neurosurgeon and also a man with very serious doubts about 
God. Reagan is writing to provide testimony about what he had come to believe 
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about God: that God was faithful and these promises were available for Loyal 
Davis, for his children, for all who were far off.   
 
Part of the letter reads: 
 
I want to tell you of a personal experience I’ve kept to myself for a long time. 
During my first year as Governor you’ll recall the situation I found in Calif. was 
almost as bad as the one in Wash. today. It seemed as if the problems were 
endless and insolvable. 
Then I found myself with an ulcer. In all those years at Warner Bros., no one 
had been able to give me an ulcer and I felt ashamed as if it were a sign of 
weakness on my part. John Sharpe had me on Maalox and I lived with a 
constant pain that ranged from discomfort to extremely sharp attacks. 
This went on for months. I had a bottle of Maalox in my desk, my briefcase and 
of course at home. Then one morning I got up, went into the bathroom, reached 
for the bottle as always and something happened. I knew I didn’t need it. I had 
gone to bed with the usual pain the night before but I knew that morning I was 
healed. The Maalox went back on the shelf. 
That morning when I arrived at the office Helene brought me my mail. The first 
letter I opened was from a lady—a stranger—in the Southern part of the state. 
She had written to tell me she was one of a group who met every day to pray for 
me. Believe it or not, the second letter was from a man, again a stranger, in the 
other end of the state telling me he was part of a group that met weekly to pray 
for me. 
Within the hour a young fellow from the legal staff came into my office on some 
routine matter. On the way out he paused in the door and said: “Gov. I think 
maybe you’d like to know—some of us on the staff come in early every morning 
and get together to pray for you.” 
Coincidence? I don’t think so. A couple of weeks later Nancy and I went down to 
L.A. and had our annual checkup. John Sharpe, a little puzzled, told me I no 
longer had an ulcer but added there was no indication I’d ever had one. Word of 
honor —I never told him about that particular day in Sacramento. 
 
This is a testimony of faith from someone who lived through things, looked back 
upon them, and saw how God had been faithful. Acts of the Apostles is a 
testimony to God’s faithfulness—how God has proved reliable and how the 
promise of God’s faithfulness remains available for each one of us. As we set 
priorities for our days, make decisions about our futures, counsel our children, 
organize our communities, and invest our lives we must remember that we have 
been equipped with a promise. Not equipped with skills although you might have 
many. Not equipped with faith though it might be deep. Not equipped with 
resources although your blessings might be numerous.  You have been equipped 
with a promise. It is the promise of God’s reliability.   
 
God is reliable and we build our lives upon that as our foundation. 
 
Amen.   


