
MSU Concrete Canoe Video 
 

Daniel Richards: We’re out at Little Ferry Lake in Rolla, Missouri. This is race day at 

the culmination of the ASC-Concrete Canoe Competition. 

Katrina Smith: Our main goal today is to get a canoe made. 

Weston Hanger: It starts from the ground up. You have to do your design phase 

first and then after that you take it to the construction phase. 

Daniel Richards: The casting process occurs all in one day. We’ll have a mix that 

we spent all of last semester fine tuning, gathering supplies, getting all the 

cement we need to cast.  

Katrina Smith: It’s always a little bit different each year, just because the process 

changes, our mix changes just a little bit.  

Daniel Richards: We usually get a team of students together to cast the canoe. It’s 

all cast by hand. We’re targeting a quarter of an inch per layer, so we’ll have a 

quarter inch layer of concrete, lay a layover of carbon-fiber reinforcement mesh 

so that we don’t have any problems with it cracking during the competition. Once 

the canoe has been cast, we have to wait about 28 days for it to harden. 

Katrina Smith: We’re a team, we work together. I feel competitive, like I need to 

up my game and make sure that I’m just as good as everyone else that I’m with 

and I feel that everyone else probably feels that way too.  

Weston Richards: Once you put the canoe in the mold and you pack all that 

concrete down, you hope all your research is right, you hope your concrete is 

going to float and it’s going to be structurally strong and then you wait for a 

month. That’s kind of a scary process.   

Weston Richards: Today we took the canoe out of the mold, rolled it over and it 

was great because there were no cracks and we are looking forward to race day.  

Daniel Richards: So we’ll have 5 races today and everyone is totally pumped. It’s a 

great atmosphere. You have 14 schools cheering each other on-it’s cool! It’s an 

Olympic style event. Everyone’s lined up and ready to go. 



Katrina Smith: We just got done doing the endurance race. We’re the first ones in 

the canoe and this is the first time that it’s actually been on the water with people 

in it.  This is great because it’s a great application of what we’re actually learning 

in classes.  

 


