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PENNSYLVANIA STATE POLICE
Tom Wolf, Governor     •     Col. Robert Evanchick, Commissioner  

- continued on page 2

The term “trailblazer” is used to 
describe a person who makes a new 
track – someone seen by his or her 

peers as a pioneer, an innovator. 

Trailblazer is a term suited for Colonel 
Ronald M. Sharpe. Colonel Sharpe made 

lead a statewide police force in the United 
States, serving as Commissioner of the 
Pennsylvania State Police from 1987 to 
1991. Colonel Sharpe’s reputation was one 
of honesty, integrity, vision, and innovation.

He was also an ardent supporter of 
continuing education.

To honor Colonel Sharpe’s memory and his many contributions to law enforcement, West 
Chester University of Pennsylvania established the Colonel Ronald M. Sharpe Scholarship in 
2017 to support minority students pursuing a degree in criminal justice. West Chester University’s 
Department of Criminal Justice has been serving the criminal justice community since 1974. It is 

Maya Pryor, 22, was the inaugural recipient of the Colonel Ronald M. Sharpe Memorial 
Scholarship.

Pryor has seen the lives of those around her touched by both sides of the criminal justice 
system. Raised in the impoverished neighborhoods of Camden, New Jersey, she witnessed 
violence and drug use and experienced a lack of educational opportunities. Her upbringing led 
to a fascination of why things are the way they are and a passion for learning about the world 
around her. 

into the University. She initially pursued a psychology major, but soon realized her true calling 
was criminal justice. 

Pryor attributes her educational success in part to her ability to connect the theories she learns 
with her own experiences, and those of the people around her, in Camden.

West Chester University criminal justice undergraduate 
Maya Pryor was selected as the inaugural recipient of 
the Colonel Ronald M. Sharpe Memorial Scholarship. 



In law enforcement, a single encounter has the power to shape a person’s perception, bring them 

Troopers going above and beyond the call of duty to serve the people of Pennsylvania. 

Unfortunately, limited resources and increasing responsibilities often require us to be reactive 
rather than proactive – which can limit our interactions to people experiencing an emergency. While 
helping people in crisis is a core function of our profession, it is also important to make time for 
people who we may not regularly encounter.

The Department is always on the lookout for the next generation of Troopers. We aim to attract 
a diverse group of motivated, ambitious individuals interested in a career in public service. Our 
revamped internship program has proven successful in giving some bright and talented college 

students a glimpse of life in the Pennsylvania State Police.

Sixteen young men and women served as interns this 
summer. Each had expressed an interest in becoming a 
Trooper and applied for various internships within Troops 

interns assisted personnel with various projects, while 

have been inaccessible to a student. 

a visit to Harrisburg from Vice President Mike Pence, 

Witkoski’s hometown newspaper.

The internship program is already proving successful. 

recent testing cycle, and others have indicated they also 
intend to apply. Special thanks to the Troop and Bureau 
personnel who made the program possible by promoting 
the opportunity to their local colleges and universities, 
interviewed and selected candidates, and worked diligently 
throughout the summer to ensure interns had a positive 
experience. 

Information on spring 
semester internship opportunities 
will be forthcoming. I am happy 
to see this program grow, and 
I wish each of our interns 
continued success in whatever 
career they choose.

Colonel Robert Evanchick
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Troop H summer interns in front of Airforce Two at the Harrisburg 
International Airport during a visit from VP Mike Pence. Shown 
with Sgt. Daryl VanKirk and Tpr. Kelly Smith are, from L-R, Interns        
Samantha Dunphy, Madelyn Witkoski, and David Kirkpatrick.

With the help of the Colonel Ronald M. Sharpe Memorial Scholarship, Pryor is set 

interested in social work and helping children in historically underserved communities.  

Pryor believes that positive change is possible and calls on her generation to become 
catalysts. “We are the future,” she said. “We need to step up and be the role models for 
others.” The Pennsylvania State Police is honored to support a woman the caliber of 
Maya Pryor receiving the inaugural scholarship honoring the memory of Colonel Sharpe. 
If you would like to donate to the scholarship fund, please visit foundationgive.com/

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT
- continued from cover page



On May 
31, 2019, the 
Pennsylvania 
Supreme Court 
decided a case 
e x a m i n i n g 
the limits of 
the doctrine 
of sovereign 
immunity.  The 
case is Justice v. 

Lombardo

In November 2013, while patrolling 
the Schuylkill Expressway, Trooper 
Joseph Lombardo observed Shiretta 
Justice’s car had a broken taillight. He 
pulled Justice over and informed her that 
because she had a broken taillight and a 
suspended license, he was going to cite 
her. Lombardo further informed Justice 
that because she could not operate a 
vehicle without a valid license, she 
could arrange for a ride from a friend or 
he could order a tow truck. The parties’ 
accounts diverge from there. 

testimony, he left the citations on 
Justice’s center console after she 

when he informed Justice he had 
ordered a tow and asked her to step out 
of the vehicle, she became belligerent 
“cursing [him] up and down.” He urged 
her to voluntarily exit the car, warning 
her that if she did not exit, he would 

Lombardo, Justice continued to curse 
at him and purposefully gathered her 
things slowly before proceeding to 
the berm on the other side of a Jersey 
barrier. 

While waiting for the tow truck to 

in his patrol car. She continued to swear 

ride was far away and was concerned 
for her safety. When Justice remained 
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uncooperative, Lombardo approached 
and hopped over the Jersey barrier. He 
grabbed Justice’s arm to lead her to his 
car, but she refused. He then brought 

her so he could safely transport her in 
the back of the patrol vehicle. 

Justice claimed that after she 
told Lombardo she had a ride, a tow 

Lombardo told her he changed his 
mind about allowing her to arrange a 
ride and threatened to remove her from 
her vehicle. Justice and her stepson 
eventually exited the vehicle and stood 
behind a Jersey barrier on the berm. 

insisted that Justice needed to come 
with him, despite asking where her 
ride was. When Lombardo attempted 

cell phone video of the interaction. 

Lombardo “wrestled her to the ground 

while she was “screaming and twisting 
around...pleading and letting him know 
that he’s hurting me and I have kids.” 
While on the stand, she also claimed 
Lombardo urged her to “calm down 
and stop acting like an animal.”

Both parties agreed that Lombardo 

her wrists and allowed her to leave 
when her ride arrived. 

When the case went before an 
arbitration panel, Lombardo claimed 
sovereign immunity protected his 
actions because the actions were 
taken in the scope of his employment. 
The arbitrator rejected Lombardo’s 
argument, awarding Justice $15,000 
in damages. Lombardo appealed the 
award and motioned for summary 
judgment at trial. 

The court again rejected 
Lombardo’s argument for sovereign 
immunity, awarding Justice $160,000 
in damages. Lombardo then motioned 
for a new trial or a judgment 

the basis that he had been acting within 
the scope of his employment during 
his encounter with Justice. The trial 
court denied the motion and entered 
judgement, reasoning that this type of 
question was reserved for the jury. 

 
Lombardo appealed to the 

Commonwealth Court, which reversed 

he had acted within the scope of his 

Justice and was entitled to JNOV as a 
matter of law because he was shielded 
from liability by sovereign immunity. 
Justice appealed to the Supreme Court 
of Pennsylvania. 

The Supreme Court held that 
Lombardo was not acting within the 
scope of his employment when he 

could not claim sovereign immunity as 
a defense to any torts stemming from 
his interaction with her. In order for 
an employee’s actions to fall within 
the scope of his/her employment, the 
actions must be of the kind he/she 
is employed to perform, must occur 
substantially within the authorized time 
and space limits of his/her employment, 
must be taken in a reasonable belief that 
he/she is furthering the purposes of his/
her employer, and that the use of force 
is not unexpectable by the master if the 
employee uses force against another. 

The Court determined that 

Justice in the scope of his employment, 
because though he believed it was 
required to ensure Justice’s safety, at the 
time of the incident, his duty was not to 

- continued on page 5
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RETIREES’ SCOOPS
By Tpr. (Ret.) Jack Haase

The Retired State Police 

the following new members: Rodney 

Birthdays: Charles T. Baker, Jr., 

Our thoughts and prayers are with 
the following and their families and 
friends:

Deaths:
Barnes, 76, of North East, passed away 

PSP in 1964 and served for 28 years, 
last posted to Troop E, Erie.  Following 
retirement, he was an instructor at the 

for several years.     

2009 and was last posted to Troop B, 
Pittsburgh. 

Retired Clerical Supervisor 2 

Department for 25 years prior to retiring 
in 2004.  He was last assigned to the 
Bureau of Liquor Control Enforcement, 
Philadelphia District Enforcement 

2019. He served with the Department 
for 25 years prior to retiring in 1993, 
last posted to Troop L, Reading.  He was 

retirement, Tpr. Davis continued in 
public service with the Berks County 

was last posted to Troop L, Reading.  

expert and was nationally recognized. 
Following retirement, Tpr. Hess 
continued in public service as the Berks 
County Coroner, then as a Deputy 

Township Detective. 

He enlisted with the PSP in 1970 and 
served for 22 years prior to retiring.  He 
was last posted to Troop H, Carlisle. 
Following retirement, he worked as a 
private investigator and on the Newville 
Borough Council. Tpr. Miller was a 
U.S. Marine Corps Veteran and served 
during the Vietnam War. 

was last posted to Troop L, Jonestown.

We extend our sympathy and 

his wife, Myrna, 78, who passed away 

his father, James, 76, who passed away 

Odds and Ends:

everyone for their concerns during his 
recent health issue.  The visits, cards, 
calls, and prayers brought him much 
joy and a feeling of comradeship within 
our PSP family.

The 1955 Canine Unit at a training for 
school crossing guards in Butler. Shown, 
from L-R, are Tpr. Robert Caruso (1951-
1987) with K9 Red, Tpr. Guy Bell (1948-
1973) with K9 Skip, and Tpr. Peter Homick 
(1947-1972) with K9 Sheba.  Photo provided 
by Cpl. (Ret.) Robert Caruso.



Two PennDOT interns were 
traveling between job sites 
in July and encountered a
76-year-old man who rolled 
his riding mower and was
pinned underneath. Interns 
Jacob Southwick (left), of 
Titusville, and Nicholas 
Swatzler (right), of Galloway,
immediately extracted the man
and stayed with him until an
ambulance arrived. They were
presented with the Workplace 
Hero Award, which is awarded 
to PennDOT employees whose
actions prevent death or seri-ii
ous injury to a coworker or 
citizen.  Nicholas “Nick” Swatzler is the son of Tpr. (Ret.) Paul E. Swatzler (1992-2017), 
last posted to Troop E, Franklin.  Photo provided by PennDOT.
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tact:
Tpr. (Ret.) Jack Haase 

146 Mt. Zion Road Ext. 
Wellsboro, PA 16901

(570) 724-6243
PSP1207@ptd.net

RETIREES’ SCOOPS
We thank the following contributors 

to this month’s column:  Marian

Homer Hawley, Scott Eshleman, and 
Paul Joseph.p

protect citizens of the Commonwealth
from potential dangers but to enforce
the Vehicle Code. Moreover, because 
Troopers are only authorized to use

defense and are not granted a general
power to seize an individual for that 
person’s own safety, the use of force
was not reasonably expectable.

Further, the Court found in this
case, because of the parties’ divergent 
testimony, reasonable minds could 

the conclusion as to whether Lombardo

matter of fact, not law, and therefore a
question for the jury to decide.

The impact of this case cannot 
be understated. The Supreme Court’s
ruling now allows use of force cases
to be brought in state court, if a jury

outside the scope of his employment.
The scope of employment test has also
been altered. Whereas historically the
scope of employment test has been
read expansively in tort law to shield 
government employees — and in so 

doing, shield agencies from liability
under theories of vicarious liability —
this reading has been narrowed. The 
test is no longer read as a factor test,
but an elements test.

enforcements’ implied duties and 
goals such as protecting and serving 
the public could justify a Trooper’s
actions, the Court focuses now on
whether a Trooper’s actions were in
furtherance of his or her immediate 
tasking. Furthermore, though according 
to his testimony, Lombardo’s action in 

by a reasonable belief that it would 
ensure both his and her safety, thereby 
comporting with the purposes of PSP, 
the Court largely discounted the notion.
Finally, as the Court discussed, any use

accordance with a Trooper’s primary 
assigned tasking. Mere concern over 
potential hazard is not enough to justify
the use of force. Therefore, the Court is

interaction to ensure the use of force is 
permissible and appropriate.

CHIEF COUNSEL
- continued from cover page

MILEPOSTS
SERVICE AWARDS
30 Years
Major David L. Cainainiiiaiaaaaaaa nnnnnnnn
Sgt. Steven R. Heideleideliiiieeeeeee llllll
MR2 Frank nk D. Jonesnnkkkkkkkkkk

25 Years
Sgt. Scott R. Holiday
Sgt. David M. Kennedy
Cpl. Christine Lench

20 Years

Cpl. Brian J. Carpenter
Lt. James M. Dunleavy

Tpr. Stephen J. Limani

Tpr. William P. McDermott, IIIMcDeccccccMM eeeeeDDDDDD

Cpl. Cory M. RM. RobenoltMMMMMMMMM R
PCO Donald E. Thomas, IIE. Thomas,EEEEEEEE ,,,,,ssss

- continued on next page
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SERVICE AWARDS
MILEPOSTS

15 Years
LSQS Jennifer L. BadgerBaBBBBBBBBB
PCO Evita L. Coloonoooooooo

Tpr. William M. Fells, IIIM. Fells, IIMMMMMMMMMMMM IIIIIIIIIIII
PCO Victor L. HardyL. Hardy.L aaaaaaaarrrrrrdddddddddyyyyyyyy

Tpr. Jason R. Hope
MCEO Scott W. Klovensky
CW1 Marylee H. Landis
Tpr. Ryan P. Lowry

Cpl. Vicki R. Spencer

10 Years
PCO Neil R. Clay

C3 Sara R. Jacksononnonoooooo
CW1 Lisa M. Lynadya M. Lynadynynynyyyyyyyyyyy yyyyyyyyyy

5 Years

PCO Jennifer L. Berkoski

Tpr. Benjamin J. Borliein J. Borlieiiniiiiiiinnnnnnnn JJJJJJJ iiieeee

Tpr. Mark E. Bower

Tpr. Brandon W. Branca

Tpr. Jovonna M. Brown BrowBrBBBBBBB owooooooo
Tpr. Michael T. BrownBrownBBBBBBBB nnnnwnwnw
PCO Thomamas J. Brownmmmmmmmaaaaaa

Tpr. Jacob M. BurgessM. BMMMMM. BBBBBBBBB

Tpr. Edward L. Burnworth, Jr.

Tpr. Jonathan M. Caley

Tpr. Ricardo J. Carrera

Tpr. Jordan J. Chiochio

Tpr. Charles W. Christopher

Tpr. William P. Connelly, Jr.P. Connelly,PPPPPPPPPP.P.. yyylllllyyyyy
Tpr. Brandon M. CortazarM. CortazaMMMMMMM CCCCCCCCCoooooooor aaaaaaaa

Tpr. Joseph W. Czachorowski, Jr.

Tpr. Jeb S. Davis
Tpr. Michael J. Davis, Jr.

Tpr. Konstantin V. Dyakov

Tpr. Timothy N. Farkas

Tpr. Cody C. Harman

Tpr. Matthew J. Hochbergochoooooooo hhhhhhhhhhh

Tpr. Luke H. H. HooverHHHHHHHHHHHHH... 
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Tpr. Sean W. Kelley

Tpr. Shaun W. KiehlmeierW. KWWWWWWWWWWW KKKKKKKKKKK

Tpr. Matthew J. Kizis
Tpr. Joshua C. Kleinfelter
Tpr. Joshua L. Koach

Tpr. Kevin B. Kulka

Tpr. Patrick M. LoughmanM. LoughmaMMMMMMMMMMM oooooouuuuuuuuuggggggggg aamammmmm

Tpr. Donald T. Mac Rae, III
Tpr. Martin F. Mack, III

Tpr. Dominick W. Marino

Tpr. Richard D. Matlock, Jr.

Tpr. Nathan R. MessnerMessnMMMMMMMMMMM nnnnnnnn
Tpr. Joseph J. Metzingereph J. MetzingerMMMMMMMMMMMJJJJJJhhhhhhhhpppppppphhhhh

Tpr. Cassandra L. Millerra L. Milleraaaarararr MMMMMMMMMM rrrrrrrr

Tpr. Nicholas S. Miller

Tpr. Seth D. Moore

Tpr. Renald Mudaj

Tpr. Joshua Pua P. Nagleaaaaaaaa PP

Tpr. Travis J. November

Tpr. David B. Okonsky

Tpr. Shawn K. Palmer

Tpr. Matthew C. PariseParisPPPPPPPPPP iiiiiiiiiii

Tpr. Cory R. PetersPetersPPPPPPPPPP sss

Tpr. Leo J. Petrucci

Tpr. Daniel H. Pickard

Tpr. Matthew J. Podolinski
Tpr. Lorenzo J. Policichio

FT Stephanie B. Preston

PCO Robert W. Reese, IIReeseeeeeReRR ,eeeeeeee
Tpr. Krystal M. stal M. RehnRMMMMMMMMMMMMMlllltttttaaaaaaaallll

Tpr. John R. Romeo, Jr.

Tpr. Mirzet Sadikovic

Tpr. Daniel Scatenenanneneneeeee

Tpr. Ethan D. Seckinger
Tpr. Jordan W. Shaulis

Tpr. Blake W. Shortall

Tpr. Robert J. Sibello

Tpr. Taylor D. Smith
Tpr. Ty J. Smith

Tpr. Thomas F. Spagnuolomas F. SpagnuoloSSSSSSSFFFFFFFFmmmmmmmmmmmma llll
Tpr. Eric J. SpiSpillaneSSSSpppppppiiiii
Tpr. Seth W. SpragueSpragueppSpSSSSS gggggguuuu

Tpr. Matthew C. Steele
Tpr. Jonathan R. Stemrich

Tpr. Nicholas M. Stolar

Tpr. Cory D. Terek

Tpr. Lauren N. Wagner
Tpr. Kevin W. Walker
Tpr. Cory J. Walter
Tpr. Robi L. Wareham
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Tpr. Thomas J. Weaver, Jr.

Tpr. Jacob T. Weibleybleybbbbbbbbbbb yyyyyyyyyyey

Tpr. Richard J. Williams, Jr.

Tpr. John R. Wogan, Jr.

Tpr. Carlton J. Wright, Jr.

NEW CIVILIANS

C3 Tisha M. Ellenberger, BFS

CIVILIAN               PROMOTIONS
MT Cheri L. Bennage, BCIBennage, BCBBBBBBBBBeeeeeeennnnnnn eeeeee CCCBBBBBBBB
PCOI Christopher D. Chaklos, BCISh D Ch

CT3 Tammy L. Wollyung, LCE

RETIREMENTS

CT3 Fern S. Boyer r rrr 

PCO ReNee M. DerstineNee M. DerstineDDDDDDDDMMMMMMMMMMMMMeeeeeeeeeeeeeNeNNNNNNNNNNNeee eeeeeenennnnnniniiiiii

Tpr. William C. DunC. DuncanCCCCCCCCC

Cpl. Robert M. Hagins, IIMMM

Cpl. Robert H. McKee

Sgt. Kevin M. Millslsslllllllssssssss

Tpr. Joseph P. Nigro, IIINigro, IIINNNNNNNNN IIIIIIII

Cpl. Thomas W. TrusalWW

Tpr. John C. Weiss, Jr.  

BIRTHS
BFS:
FS2 Michael Hogg, daughter

TROOP A::::::AAAA
Tpr. Jason Delaini, daughterDelaini, daughterDDDDDDDDDeeeeeeee teeeeeeerrrrrr
Tpr. Kevin Fickkes, sonkkkkkkkkkkkk
PCO Sara Hay, sony, sonyyyyyyyyyyy oooooonnnnnnnnn
PCO Katherine Jesse, daughterne Jesse daugnnnnnnnnee uugggggggg

TROOP B:
Cpl. Thomas Carter, son

TROOP D:
Cpl. Jacob Jesse, daughterdaugdddddd gggggggggggg

TROOP G:
PCO Timothy Davis, daughter y Davis, dauDDDyy vvvvvvviiiiissssss,, gguuuuuuuu
PCO Rhonda Mann, granddaughtera Mann, grandaaaa a MMMMMMMMMMMMMM annnnnnnnnddddddddddddddd

TROOP H:

TROOP J:
Tpr. Jason Everhart, daughter

TROOP K:

Tpr. Wesley Lawver, son

TROOP M:
Tpr. Matthew Villano, daughterllano,llllllllllll ,,oooooooo

WEDDINGS
TROOP C:
Tpr. Kevin Doverspike

TROOP F:
Tpr. Matthew Lesher 

TROOP K:
Tpr. Matthew Lynn

Tpr. John Waida

Tpr. Jarrett Harveyy yyyyyyyyyyy

TROOP P:
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HEADQUARTERS
BCI

MT Dirk Montgom-
ery received a 25-
year Service Award.

 

BESO

at the Lancaster County residence of 
a sovereign citizen who was found 
in possession of two improvised 

and received a positive alert on a bed 

cal. handgun. HDES also recovered 
two pipe bombs, homemade explosive 
precursor chemicals, IED components, 

CANINE:

Michael Kalinchock seized $21,000 

K9 Muso assisted Troop L, resulting 
in the seizure of THC oil, marijuana, 

also assisted the SHIELD Section, 
resulting in the seizure of 62 pounds 

resulting in the seizure of eight pounds 

vehicle and had been listed as missing 
and endangered in Chicago earlier that 

K9 Lesan assisted SHIELD members, 
resulting in the seizure of $94,000 from 
an aftermarket hidden compartment.

Explosive Detection 
Canine Teams assisted 
with sweeps at both the 
NASCAR Pocono and 
Indy Car Races, as well 
as the Little League 
World Series. Shown 
are Cpl. Steven Lucia 
and K9 Zeno with the 
Eastbank Louisiana 
team who became world 
champions.

The following teams conducted 
cash scans, resulting in the seizures 

The following teams assisted with 
parcel scans, resulting in the seizures 
of: Tpr. Joseph Durham and K9 Sabo 

$60,000, $9,000, and 22 pounds of 

Remains Detection Canine Teams in 
the country that the FBI will endorse.

HDES:

EOD with a property search in Venango 
County after a man claimed his brother 
buried mortar rounds after the Vietnam 
War. Nothing was found.

more than 1,000 feet of detonation cord 
and blasting caps in his Huntington 
County residence. Members recovered 
the explosives and took them to a 
nearby quarry to be countercharged.

Tactical Mounted Section 
members assisted the  Beth-
lehem Police Department 

Musikfest event.
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TROOPS

LCE

HARRISBURG:

Royal Peach were seized by Sgt. James 

whiskey on Craigslist, was charged 
with selling alcohol without a license.

ALLENTOWN:

at a licensed establishment to address 
several allegations, including drug 
activity. EO3 Brian Fetterolf and LEOs 

several violations, as well as a bartender 
in possession of meth and a scale. Local 

During an investigation, LEO Andrew 
Brockway purchased malt / brewed bever-
ages from a man who had a sophisticated 
manufacturing operation in his residence. A 
search warrant yielded nearly 35 gallons of 
malt / brewed beverages, commercial-grade 
manufacturing and packaging equipment, 
marijuana, and paraphernalia.

PITTSBURGH:

Bank Pavilion during the Dierks Bentley 
and Nelly/Flo Rida concerts resulted in 

20 underage drinking citations and one 
minor being cited for misrepresentation 
of age and carrying a fake ID.

Two people were arrested for 
selling alcohol without a license at a 
known speakeasy after LEOs seized 

and 22 liters of liquor and wine.

Published monthly for 
active and retired personnel. 

Items for publication and 
address changes may be sent to:

Diana M. Bates
Communications Office

Pennsylvania State Police 
1800 Elmerton Avenue 
Harrisburg, PA 17110

(717) 783-5556 
dbates@pa.gov

TROOP A

GREENSBURG:

Tpr. Aaron Allen (EIO) participated in a 
back-to-school shoe donation drive.  

EBENSBURG:

The police chiefs of two local 
departments located a man who 

approached the actor, he accelerated 
his vehicle, rammed a police SUV, 
and eluded the chiefs during a short 

an arrest warrant, and Patrol members 
apprehended the man a short time later.

INDIANA:

house in the middle of the night and 
got into bed with the homeowner. The 

She tried to enter another residence 
nearby and then passed out on the 
porch. When she was roused, she 
responded by kicking a Trooper. She 
was arrested on aggravated assault and 

seen the woman with a group of guys 
shortly before the incident. Two men 
were found in a nearby vehicle, and 
Cpl. Jesse Dumm charged them with 
possession of meth, marijuana, and 
paraphernalia.  

Indiana County Camp Cadet 
welcomed 30 participants for the third 

annual Indiana County Sunny Day 
Camp program, which was held at the 

Governor Wolf visited Indiana County 
Camp Cadet and took time to greet each 
participant. He observed a mock crime 
scene investigation by the Indiana County 

Pennsylvania National Guard.

Members teamed up with PennDOT 

to help ensure safe work zones for 
highway maintenance personnel.
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KISKI VALLEY:

Tprs. John Corna, Chad Howell (back left), 

with rescuing a woman trapped on a bridge 
pillar on the Kiski River.  

SOMERSET:

Twenty-seven cadets graduated from Camp 
Cadet of Somerset County.

with serving an arrest warrant on a man 
who threatened to shoot his doctor for 
not prescribing him pain medication. 

Jason Delaini apprehended him a short 
time later. 

TROOP B

WASHINGTON:

Tpr. Douglas Rush assisted in the 
investigation of a home explosion in a 
residential area.  The explosion made 
national news, damaging over 50 
homes in the area and was reportedly 

threatening injuries were reported, and 
the gas company took responsibility, 
citing recent work in the area.   

Troopers were on hand at the Pony League 
World Series.

King spotted a pickup truck traveling 

side street. During the pursuit, the man 
struck several parked vehicles before 
crashing into two houses.  He tried to 
run but was apprehended with a Taser 
deployment. The vehicle had just been 
stolen from a dealership and had nine 
miles registered on the odometer. 

Tpr. Michael Piscitelli was 

a frantic driver pulled over and said 
her passenger was having a medical 
emergency.  He quickly determined the 

monitored her until EMTs arrived.

UNIONTOWN:

Members arrived at a reported 
disturbance and encountered an 
intoxicated and combative man. He 
was taken into custody after he threw 
a full beer can at a Trooper. The man 

hit his head against the window in the 
back of the patrol car. He was treated 
at the hospital and lodged in the county 
jail.

on a man sitting on a porch. The man 
told the responding Troopers he had 
fallen asleep at a party and woke to 

During the subsequent confrontation, 

led outside at gunpoint, and ordered 

conspirator was also charged. The gun, 
which turned out to be stolen, was 
recovered. 

PITTSBURGH:

and faulty equipment. The driver lied 

Troop B Camp Cadet celebrated its 30th year of impacting the lives of local youth with the graduation of 42 cadets.
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about his identity and was  wanted 
for a local robbery. He was taken into 
custody and in possession of marijuana. 
Tpr. Sean Samsa assisted. 

Ninety Special Olympic athletes and 90 

the Parade of Champions and walked onto 
Heinz Field with the Pittsburgh Steelers 
during the Steelers Family Fest in August. 
Shown with two of the athletes are Cpl. 
Craig Johnson and Lt. Stephen Driscoll.  

celebrated its 15th anniversary with 
the graduation of 62 children from the 
program.  

Allegheny County Camp Cadet and pro-
vided $5,000 for 21 children to shop for 

Cop event. PSP and seven local depart-
ments participated. Shown are Lt. Stephen 
Driscoll and Tprs. Forrest Allison and Me-
linda Bondarenka.   

WAYNESBURG:

Tprs. Dustin Fidazzo and Nicholas 
Richards responded to a domestic and 

the residence while his wife and two 
children were inside.  He was jailed 

on reckless endangerment and child 
endangerment charges.

Tpr. Shane Walton stopped a 
speeding motorist and located 35 grams 
of marijuana, three grams of cocaine, 

occupants were taken into custody.  

Schweikart responded to a campground 
where a man was skinny dipping in the 
public pool with other campers and 
children nearby.  He initially refused 

he resisted arrest and was Tasered. The 
man had been reported as missing and 
endangered by the Corry Station. 

child with his father while she went 
to a nail appointment. She discovered 
something wrong with the baby when 
she returned and rushed him to the 
hospital. The infant arrived with a 
temperature of 94.9 degrees and was 
transferred to a pediatric intensive care 
unit at another hospital. The baby was 
diagnosed with rib fractures, a subdural 
hematoma, and bruises to his face and 

father.

TROOP C

PUNXSUTAWNEY:
 

Cpl. Charles Hockenberry and Tpr. Ronald 
Chewning participated in National Night 
Out in Punxsutawney.

CLARION:

Cpl. Marc Hunsberger responded 

and attempting to get into vehicles. 
The suspect was Tasered after he 
refused to obey verbal commands and 
resisted arrest. He was transported 
to the hospital for a mental health 
commitment and kept referring to Cpl. 
Hunsberger as Jesus.

club repeatedly used his lighter to singe 
the man bun of a patron from Tennessee.  

was punched in the back of the head. 
His head struck the pavement and he 
lost consciousness. He sustained a large 
gash on his forehead, a black eye, and 
other injuries. He was transported to a 
local hospital via ambulance and then 
airlifted to another hospital. The suspect 
came to the station shortly thereafter 
and turned himself in. 

Cpl. Marc Hunsberger was 
dispatched to a report of a suspicious 
person and located two juveniles 

a ride and were asked if they had 
anything of concern in their possession. 
One teen surrendered a small amount of 
marijuana, and a search of his person 

marijuana, and paraphernalia. He was 
transported to a juvenile detention 
facility. 

DUBOIS:
  
While patrolling the Brookville 

an ice cream shop nearby. He was the 

LEWIS RUN:

over crash with the operator partially 
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ejected. The woman’s chest was pinned 
between the vehicle and the ground, 
impeding her breathing. They took 
immediate action to free her and get her 
prompt medical attention. 

RIDGWAY:

from a Cadillac, Tpr.  Richard Krug 

rate of speed but eventually turned onto 

but was quickly apprehended. 

Following an argument with his 

perimeter was established and members 

arrived a short time later.  Cpl. Brothers 
convinced the man to surrender. 

Several people in the parking lot of 

pulled in, she could see a man lying on 
his back near the store entrance. The 
man had been unconscious without a 

blue. Tpr. Strishock obtained her CPR 

measures until advanced medical 
personnel arrived. 

TROOP D

BUTLER:

Members conducted surveillance 
as a U.S. Postal Inspector delivered a 
package to the residence of a suspected 

a tracking device inside the package 
activated. Troopers followed the 
suspect as he delivered the package to 

another man and opened it. Two search 
warrants were executed and yielded 

of THC wax, 200 prescription pills, a 
bottle of synthetic urine, four handguns, 

Ford Focus, and a 2018 Dodge Charger 

packaging material.

Sunny Day Camp.

apartment building with 24 occupied 

Tpr. Duwayne Baird determined an 

gallon gas can, partially full, outside the 

Detection Canine Team to the scene.  
The canine alerted on a woman who 
was standing outside in her bare feet. 

vehicle and apartment, she confessed to 

 
BEAVER:

Tprs. Sherry Hogue and Justin 

short pursuit ensued before the man 
pulled into his driveway.  He opened 
his garage door and almost struck Tpr. 
Hogue with his vehicle while pulling 
into the garage.  He refused to exit the 
car and told the Troopers they were 

was taken into custody.  

KITTANNING:

Members responded to a 
disturbance at a residence where search 
warrants had been executed on two 
previous occasions. They detected 
an odor of marijuana while speaking 
to the homeowner and detained the 
occupants until a search warrant was 
obtained and executed. Two people 
were arrested after cocaine, marijuana, 
and paraphernalia were recovered. The 

seizing the residence. The Vice Unit 
was assisted by Sgt. Richard Fennell, 

CIU.

MERCER:

Tpr. Ethan Seckinger stopped to 

which led to a probable cause search. 

and ecstasy were located, and a man 
and woman were charged with PWID.  

NEW CASTLE:

A motorist called 911 after nearly being 
struck head-on by a Ford F-250 that was 
traveling south in the northbound lanes. 
The complainant forced the driver to pull 
over and stayed with the suspect until Tprs. 
James Tisak and Darren Vizyak arrived. 
They found the truck stopped in front of a 
DUI prevention sign and the driver under 

-
cessed, his wife drove to the station to pick 
him up. Cpl. James David and Tpr. Vizyak 
were summoned to the parking lot after she 
drove over the curb and sidewalk, reversed, 
and drove onto the sidewalk again. She was 

taken into custody. 
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Tpr. Dominick Cai-
mona retired with 
25 years of service.

TROOP E

ERIE:

Tpr. Dakota Bish investigated after 

across Perry Highway and was fatally 
struck by a Chevy Silverado.

Jason Kissinger at a high rate of speed 

ensued until the man crashed at a bend 
in the road. He was in possession of 

Members responded to the report 

over by a pickup. Her father did not 
realize she walked in front of his truck 

one tire rolled over the child at a slow 
rate of speed. She was conscious but 
sustained multiple injuries, including 

child was transported to the hospital 
in critical condition, she was expected 

investigated. 

members found the dealer’s phone 
number in the victim’s cell phone and 

location was changed three times, Tprs. 
Jesse King and Shawn Massey were 
directed to a gas station. While parked 
at the gas pumps, they saw a man park 
a BMW along the street, walk past their 

undercover vehicle, and enter the store. 

store and detained the man while Tpr. 
King called the dealer’s phone, which 

probable cause search of the vehicle 
yielded a small amount of heroin. He 
told Tpr. Sean Pierce that he sold a 

sleeping pills to the victim the night 
before the overdose, as well as one other 

to the powder containing any heroin or 
fentanyl, it did test presumptively for 
heroin. 

CORRY:

recently terminated a relationship with 
her boyfriend. Tprs. Shaun Kiehlmeier 
and Joseph Pifer arrived at the woman’s 
residence and could hear her screaming 

her. He resisted arrest but was taken 
into custody. The back door had been 
forced open, and her underwear had 
been ripped of her body. He was 
charged with rape, burglary, sexual 
assault, terroristic threats, resisting 
arrest, simple assault, criminal trespass, 
harassment, and criminal mischief. 

FRANKLIN:

Cpl. Christian Miller and Tpr. 

report of a woman covered in blood and 

her, she became violent and charged 

to the ground. When she tried to bite 
Cpl. Miller’s leg, Tpr. Falco deployed 
his Taser a second time and subdued 
the woman. She was highly intoxicated, 

was bitten by her friend’s dog. She 
was treated at the hospital and charged 
accordingly.

after he discovered a stolen vehicle 
at a remote hunting camp. Tpr. Jason 
Morrison located the vehicle and 
took a man and woman into custody. 
Charges included theft of a motor 
vehicle, burglary, and possession of 

by convicted felons.

when a power plant employee 

fell 50 to 60 feet down a mining shaft 
and died.  No signs of foul play were 
discovered.

GIRARD:

residence while she was away and 

camera. He accessed sex videos they 
recorded on her iPad and sent them to 
her current boyfriend. Tpr. Raymond 

bond revocation from a prior domestic 
dispute.    

with a stop sign on Route 98 and did 
not see an SUV approaching as she 
proceeded through the intersection. The 

passenger side and was transported to 
the hospital but did not survive. Cpl. 
Stephen Ulintz assisted Tpr. Shea 
Sedler with the investigation. 

boyfriend assaulted and attempted to 
strangle her during a domestic, but Tpr. 
Joseph Neden determined she was not 
telling the truth. He returned to her 
residence and found several marijuana 
plants in the backyard. The following 
day, the woman’s father reported her 
intent to murder her boyfriend and then 
drive to the station to harm Troopers. 
She was taken into custody, charged, 
and transported to the hospital for a 
mental health commitment. 
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into a guiderail at the intersection of 

and the other two occupants, both 16, 
were apprehended a short time later. 
The driver was jailed, and the three 
juveniles were placed in a detention 
facility.

MEADVILLE:   

Last December, Hanna and her brother 
Liam were riding the school bus when 
the driver started “playing a game” and                                                              
repeatedly slammed on the brakes,                                               
projecting the children from their seats. 
(Some children even cheered her on.) As 

stop, Liam stood in the aisle, and the                          
driver spiked the brakes again. Liam 

lever at the front of the bus. He sustained a                                                                                                                
laceration above his eye and was bleeding   
profusely.  The driver stopped  the bus, grabbed                                                                                                              
paper towels, yelled at Liam, and asked if he 
was happy now. Hanna applied pressure to                                                         

Giliberto investigated and informed the 

the station where Lt. Jonathon Rush (right) 
and Tpr. Giliberto (left) presented her with 
a letter of appreciation and several items of 
PSP clothing.

son deceased with gunshot wounds 
to their heads. Tpr. Chad Resetar led 

the family dog, and a vehicle. He was 
taken into custody four days later at a 

waistband. The U.S. Marshals Service 
assisted, along with law enforcement in 
West Virginia and Florida. 

on Route 98 and struck a utility pole. 

the crash and stopped his pickup to 

hanging down from the damaged utility 
pole. The wires cut into the metal trailer, 
and the utility pole was uprooted from 
the ground.  The utility pole struck the 
good Samaritan in the head, killing him 
immediately, and then struck his truck. 
Tpr. Chad Wagner investigated, and 
Cpl. Stephen Ulintz reconstructed the 
scene.  

to report a domestic with her husband. 
Cpl. John Michalak and Tprs. Robert 
Marshall, Brandon Peterson, Nicholas 
Toscano, Chad Wagner, and Lauren 
Wagner found the man on the front 
porch with a shotgun on his lap. They 
convinced him to put down the gun 

the situation when he punched Tpr. 

and Tpr. Wagner deployed her Taser. 
The man was then taken into custody.

WARREN:

out to be stolen. The owner was not 
aware it had been stolen and met 
Troopers at her hunting camp. They 
discovered someone had forced entry 
into the camp and the shed and had 
been staying inside. It appeared the 

there was food actively cooking on the 

grandson, who was recently released 
from a mental health facility and was 
homeless. Cpl. Mark Cumberland 

Tassone returned to the camp later that 
night and spotted her grandson getting 

house, he was confronted by Tpr. 

refused to comply and began to reach 
into his pocket. He was Tasered by Cpl. 
Cumberland and taken into custody.

staying inside. The interior was littered 
with empty beer cans, green leafy 
plants/material, rolling papers, and 

several juveniles walking to and from 
the camp in recent days contacted 
several parents upon seeing patrol units 

arrived at the scene with their parents 
and confessed to breaking into the 
camp. They also implicated two other 
juveniles and said they had been using 
the camp for nearly two weeks. They 
found several plants in the woods, 
which they thought was marijuana, 
and had been smoking the leaves in the 
bong. The plants were not marijuana. 

in progress at a neighboring residence. 
When Tpr. Joshua Tassone arrived, he 
was told the female victim was seen 
running to her vehicle as her boyfriend 
chased behind her and smashed several 
of her car windows. The neighbor also 
saw the man plunge a knife into the 
windshield and throw the knife at her 

woman called 911 from her mother’s 
house and said her boyfriend also 
pointed a shotgun at her, threatened 
her, and smashed a glass vase over her 
head. He was charged with assault and 
terroristic threats. 
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TROOP F

EMPORIUM: 

reported missing, members canvassed 
the immediate and surrounding areas
and the routes between her work and 
residence. She was found entrapped 
in her vehicle at the bottom of an
embankment where she had crashed 
30 hours before. She was airlifted to

search and investigation were Tprs.
Matthew Barnyak, Chandra Baughman,
Scott Bauer, Matthew Dillon, Benjamin
Forney, Seth Fragale, Bryan Uhl, Jake
Wallace, and Jesse Whitman.

Tpr. Matthew Salisbury (right) organized a
collection of school supplies for elementary 
school children and delivered the donations
to the school with the help of Tpr. Aaron 
Goldsmith (left).

into a parking stall at a gas station

curb but failed to put the transmission
in park before exiting the vehicle.
He was run over by the front tire and 

Tpr. Brittany Naylor responded and 
determined the man was under the

consuming alcohol and was airlifted to
the hospital for treatment.

LAMAR:  

and his all-star baseball team won the                    
Keystone Little League state championship 
and placed second in the Mid-Atlantic and 
New England Invitationals in Massachu-
setts.

Tprs. Andrew Bishop and Dennis Twigg 
stopped a vehicle on I-80 and questioned the 
driver after observing criminal activity. The 
woman admitted to having “some” marijua-
na in her possession but was charged with 
PWID after a search yielded four and a half 
pounds, as well as THC vape cartridges and 
a pack of THC edibles.

MANSFIELD:  

Members executed an arrest 
warrant at a residence for a man wanted 
on aggravated indecent assault charges. 
They took the man into custody

warrant revealed the convicted felon 
was in possession of 12 long guns,

were Sgt. Douglas Smith and Tprs. 
Daniel DeNucci, Robert Evanchick, 
Travis Thrush, and Matthew Trick.

MILTON:  

county crime spree that culminated in
the Milton area. He stole a vehicle in

where he committed a retail theft before 
going to a local hospital for a medical 

carjacked a vehicle.  Multiple members
responded but were unable to locate

another vehicle near Watsontown and 

he crashed into several vehicles in
Williamsport City and was taken into 

Brian Watkins investigated and charged 
the man.   

Tpr. Scott Carl encountered a man 
walking along a road, wearing nothing

young child.  He said he locked himself 
out of his home and was unaware that 
he was naked from the waist down.
EMTs transported him to the hospital
for a mental health evaluation. 

During an overnight shift, Tprs.
Jennifer Bowers and Kyle Phillips 
encountered a suspicious vehicle 

approached, they saw a man collecting
wood from a trash pile. He was
obviously impaired and told them he 
had driven there. He was arrested, and 

pot meth lab, several packets of meth,
marijuana, and paraphernalia.    

MONTOURSVILLE: 

Tprs. Nathan Birth and Christopher 
Sulitka were handling a call when a
motorist passed them while driving on

and other violations.
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New Jersey State Troopers attended the 
Little League World Series to support the 
Troopers, a team formed in the memory of 
NJSP Trooper Thomas J. Hanratty, who 
was killed in the line of duty in 1992. Cpl.             
Joseph Akers and Sgt. Travis Doebler met 
the NJSP members and gave PSP Patches 
to the players and coaches of the Troopers 
team.

TROOP G

HOLLIDAYSBURG:
 

Major Maynard Gray, left, presented Lt. 
Kerby Young (BCI, Domestic Security Sec-

Commendation for his dedication, profes-
sionalism, and leadership in preparing for 

 
Selected as Patrol Troopers of 

the Month were:  Brittany DeCarlo, 

Rockview.

The Major Case Team was activated 

his parents took him to the hospital. 

acquired numerous search warrants, 
conducted several interviews, and 

subsequently arrested both parents for 
their involvement in the death of their 
infant.    

Dividock that someone had been 

out of a vehicle as they drove by his 
residence for the past year. The victim 
obtained video from a newly installed 
surveillance camera. PaCIC provided 
Tpr. Dividock with a list of registered 
owners with similar vehicles within 

enraged after the homeowner’s wife 
pulled out of their driveway one day and 
caused him to slam on his brakes.  He 
would urinate in the jugs while driving 

the victim’s property on his way home.  
Tpr. Dividock also spoke with another 
victim who was sprayed with urine 
when the man threw a gallon jug onto 
her property while she was gardening.  

 ROCKVIEW:
 

Trate were on patrol and approaching 
a row of storage units when Tpr. Trate 

approached two men, one tried to 
conceal himself inside the unit.  He 

was taken into custody after a brief 
foot chase and Taser deployment. The 
man had active warrants, and the other 
man had meth and paraphernalia in his 
vehicle. During the incident, a vehicle 

contact with the occupants. Both 
individuals were wanted for numerous 

an argument with her boyfriend, the 
man threatened to kill her. He then 
pushed her down and strangled her 

child onto a bed before headbutting the 
woman and their younger child. She ran 
to a neighbor’s house with her children, 
and Tprs. Michael Cook and Chad 
Harpster took the man into custody.

TROOP H

HARRISBURG:

Tpr. Corre Sommers made three 
DUI arrests in one shift. 

Tpr. Michael Rosewarne was 
on routine patrol when local police 
issued a BOLO for a stolen vehicle. 
He encountered the vehicle shortly 
thereafter, and the driver refused to 
pull over. Several members joined 

turnpike at a high rate of speed, Tpr. 
Bradley Fornwalt deployed spike strips 

Rosewarne followed through with a 
PIT maneuver and disabled the vehicle. 
The man was taken into custody and in 
possession of marijuana.  

CARLISLE:

Tpr. Erik Burgos seized three 
emaciated dogs two weeks after the 
owner vacated the foreclosed home. 

Tpr. Christina Fow and David Highhouse 
found a horse walking on a roadway. They 
secured the equine with the Department-
issued yellow rope and took it to a nearby 
farm.

Two drivers tangled during a 
sprint car race at a local speedway, 
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catapulting one of the cars over the 

math teacher and track volunteer was 
sitting on the tailgate of his pickup in 

killing him instantly. Tpr. Krista Miller 
investigated.  

CHAMBERSBURG:

Tprs. Christie Sages, David Ellis, and 
Kara Gooley manned the Dunk a Trooper 
tank during National Night Out in Greene          
Township.  

LYKENS:

neglected and abused dog. Tpr. Bryon 
Margosiak discovered the owners were 
on vacation in Virginia and obtained a 
warrant to seize the dog. It had sores 
all over its body and was so emaciated 
that its ribs were visibly protruding 

and Hilary Faust executed the warrant, 
and an authorized caregiver rushed the 

underweight due to starvation.  

against the owners, and the dog has 
thrived since it was removed from the 
home.  

Members assisted Troop L with 
apprehending a Schuylkill County man 
who struck his brother several times 

buggy and crashing in the woods. 

TROOP J

LANCASTER:  

Residents of a mobile home park 

child into the adjacent woods at 4:00 
p.m. and return at 9:00 p.m. without 
the child. When she disappeared again 
into the woods, her neighbors called 

saturated the area and saw the woman 
emerge from the woods a short distance 
from the park. She was under the 

mental health issues. She provided 

whereabouts of her child, including 

of whom were actively searching for 

assets were requested. Tpr. Linamen 
found the child alive, without clothes, 

that was covered by heavy vegetation, 
50 feet from a retention pond. She was 
transported to the hospital in stable 
condition, and the woman was taken 
into custody.    

AVONDALE:

Tpr. Timothy Carroll stopped 

detected an odor of burnt marijuana. 
Both occupants were in possession of 
marijuana, and a search of the vehicle 
yielded 34 iPads and more than 40 
iPhones with identical serial numbers. 

  
YORK:

Maryland State Police terminated 
the pursuit of a stolen vehicle when the 
suspect crossed the state line.  Tprs. 

located the vehicle and continued the 

foot after a PIT maneuver disabled 
the vehicle. Three were quickly taken 

into custody, and the fourth was 
apprehended a mile from the scene by 
Cpl. Jesse Sims.  The driver was DUI.

TROOP K

PHILADELPHIA:

Tpr. Jordan Bermudez queried a 
license plate and discovered the minivan 
was stolen. The actor was arrested, and 
the vehicle was towed to the station to 
await pick up by the owner. 

Tpr. Benjamin King encountered a 

from one of the involved vehicles to an 
SUV that stopped nearby. He activated 
his emergency lights and siren, and a 
pursuit ensued. The driver stopped in 

query indicted the vehicle involved in 

both stolen in Delaware. The teens were 
from Delaware, and three of them had 
felony warrants.

While approaching a vehicle 

Bermudez and Richard Hawkins saw 
the driver hand his female passenger 
two bundles of heroin to conceal inside 
her shirt. Thirty packets of heroin were 
recovered.

MEDIA:

Tpr. Michael Magee was having 
lunch at a fast food restaurant when 
a man approached and said he had an 

returned multiple warrants, including 
a fugitive from justice charge in 
Delaware. 

Tpr. Cody Simcox stopped a vehicle 

search after seeing paraphernalia in 
plain view. He located 136 packets of 
heroin, 145 packets of crack, 12 packets 
of cocaine, and packaging material. 
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Tpr. Francis Pawlowski was named the 
Troop K Trooper of the Year and is shown 
with his father, retired Commissioner Frank 
Pawlowski, and Lt. James Kemm.

 

message to his grandmother stating he 
was smoking meth with another person 
at a hotel. Tpr. Hansley Thomas arrived 
at the hotel and was permitted into the 
room, where he observed meth and a 
large amount of coins in plain sight. 
The man’s mother related that he had 
broken into his grandmother’s house 
and stole $5,000 worth of coins. He was 
taken into custody without incident.

SKIPPACK:

deceased man hanging from a tree in a 
cemetery.  Tpr. Matthew Taubenberger’s 

from mental health and substance abuse 
issues and had committed suicide.

During an argument over their 
medical marijuana, a man shoved his 
wife to the ground, pulled a knife, and 

Crawford obtained a warrant for the 
man’s arrest.

TROOP L

HAMBURG:

Members from the Vice Unit and 

a recent burglary.  The suspect arrived 
at the meeting location and was arrested 

without incident. He subsequently told 

committed the burglary to supply their 
meth addiction.  Two of the guns have 
been recovered thus far.  

Tpr. Philip Cyphers investigated 

travel up an embankment and overturn 
across all eastbound travel lanes. He 
found multiple violations during the 

 
JONESTOWN:

Tpr. Justin Kline (shown) stopped a rent-
al vehicle from Kentucky and suspected 
both occupants were involved in criminal                

were responding to the scene, the driver 
admitted to having THC oil in the vehicle. 
Marijuana, paraphernalia, and $25,000 
were seized.  The passenger was on proba-
tion for distributing marijuana in Kentucky 
and transported to the county prison.  

TROOP M

BETHLEHEM:

Cpl. Thomas DiMaggio and Tpr. 
Miroslav Djindjiev encountered a 
crash immediately after it occurred. 

a pickup truck at a red light.  Both 
operators accelerated at a high rate of 

the rider attempted to pass the truck, the 
driver intentionally swerved to his left 
and struck the motorcycle.  The rider 
crashed and sustained several injuries, 
including broken ribs, a broken leg, 
and lacerations. The driver admitted on 
several occasions that he intended to 
strike the motorcycle.  

her apartment door and causing a 
disturbance. Tpr. Christian Keller 
found the man following the woman 
down the street and yelling at her. He 
ordered the man to stop and was shoved 
when he placed himself between the 
two. He took the man to the ground, 
and a physical struggle ensued. Tpr. 

took him into custody. Both sustained 
minor injuries. The man was charged 
with aggravated assault, simple assault, 
harassment, resisting arrest, and 
disorderly conduct.

sightseeing tour when he lost control 

crashed into a commercial building 
near the airport, and both occupants 
were transported to the hospital with 

while Troopers assisted airport police 

control and resource coordination. 

stop, the man increased his speed and 

into a patrol unit and dropped a stolen 
handgun as he ran through alleys and 
yards.  The man was apprehended a 
couple of blocks away and transported 
for a blood draw before being taken to 
prison. No injuries were reported.  Tpr. 
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BELFAST:

Tpr. Eddie Pagan investigated the 
overnight theft of four trail cameras 
from a power plant. Spools of cooper 
wire, and a Dewalt chop saw were 
also missing. Tpr. Pagan obtained the 
license plate from a suspicious vehicle 
that was captured on surveillance video 
the previous week. He proceeded to the 
registered owner’s address and found 
the actors unloading the stolen items. 

DUBLIN:

During a political discussion after 
work, a turnpike employee made 
several comments about shooting other 
employees, how he would go about 
it, and exactly who he would target.  
Tpr. Jordan Rhodes investigated and 
charged the man with terroristic threats 
and disorderly conduct. 

FOGELSVILLE:

Tprs. Nikos Bilianis and Kyle Easly stopped 
a vehicle on I-78 and arrested the driver for 
DUI. A search of the vehicle produced meth, 
marijuana, and paraphernalia. 

 
Tpr. Kyle Easly was returning to 

a DUI checkpoint after transporting a 
DUI motorist to jail and encountered 

exit the vehicle, she collapsed from a 
heroin overdose. Tpr. Easly summoned 
EMTs and administered two doses of 
naloxone. She was transported to the 
hospital, along with her passenger who 
had heroin in his wallet and admitted to 
using the drug. Both were charged.

Tpr. Brian Konopka located a half-dozen 

over-the-counter medications, and a credit 
card/smart card reader.  

Tprs. Kyle Berardinucci and 
Danielle Heimbach requested a canine 

a positive alert by the canine, a search 
of the vehicle yielded a loaded, stolen 

was determined, they discovered he 

warrants. 

TREVOSE:

Sgt. Kevin Mills      
retired with 25 years 
of service.

 

Tpr. Mohamad Saloukha issued 

told the driver his car was being towed 

the vehicle and nearly struck several 
workers in an active construction zone. 
The pursuit was terminated for safety, 

Cpl. Michael Oakes was inducted 
into his high school alma mater’s Music 

arrests in the past month.

TROOP N

HAZLETON:

Tprs. Brent Beaver and Joseph 
Maletz spotted heroin/fentanyl and 
hypodermic needles in plain view 

search yielded 30 grams of meth, 

fentanyl, packaging material, and 

arrested. Members of the Vice Unit and 
Northeast Strike Force assisted.

total seizure of 19,800 packets of heroin/
fentanyl and $3,000. Tpr. Daniel Spath 
arrested the two dealers on charges of 

Unit, Northeast Strike Force, and the 
Luzerne County Drug Task Force.  

FOP Lodge 38 and the PSTA hosted a 

organization that raises awareness about 
children in foster care and their need for 
permanent homes. School supplies and 54 
bookbags were donated and supplied to the 
children in attendance.  

FERN RIDGE:

and located 22 pounds of marijuana, 

probable cause search.
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LEHIGHTON:

Tpr. Justin Swartz recognized 
a motorist who was driving with a 

when the woman refused to pull over. 
Tpr. Swartz executed a PIT maneuver in 
a parking lot and took her into custody. 
She was in possession of multiple 
prescription pills and paraphernalia. 

STROUDSBURG:

Members responded as a man 
was being driven to the hospital with 
multiple stab wounds. The actor 

vehicle, crashed, and passed out in 
the driver’s seat. He was charged 
with attempted homicide, aggravated 
assault, terroristic threats, unlawful 
restraint, strangulation, simple assault, 
reckless endangerment, and DUI.  Tprs. 
Jonathan Bailey and Ian MacMillan led 
the investigation. 

TROOP P

LAPORTE:

Tprs. Josiah Reiner and Scott 
Shipman were dispatched after a minor 

to the hospital for treatment of the 
injuries she sustained. The operator 
reeked of alcohol, admitted to drinking 
throughout the night, and was under the 

the time of the crash.  

TROOP R

DUNMORE:

in the City of Scranton to combat a 

overdoses. Between 9:00 p.m. and 3:00 

motorists, made six felony and six 

misdemeanor drug arrests, and issued 

Participating were members of Troop 
R, the U.S. Marshals Service, District 

Police Department.  

Tpr. John Weiss           
retired with 25 years 
of service. 

 

and arrested two women on charges 

justice. 
 

HONESDALE: 

Schelling investigated the theft of 
chainsaws and tools from a shed and 
found the items for sale on Facebook 
Marketplace. They arranged to purchase 
the items but when they arrived at the 
meeting location, the suspect ran into 
the woods. They collected the stolen 
goods, returned the items to the victim, 
and obtained an arrest warrant for the 
actor. 

BLOOMING GROVE: 

vehicle during a midnight shift, and 

checked the patrol unit numerous 

vehicle, and the occupants were taken 

old boy, who had taken his father’s 
vehicle without permission. 

GIBSON:

Tpr. Donald Mac Rae was 
dispatched to a trespassing complaint 
and located the suspect in a vehicle. The 
man ran into a heavily wooded area but 
was Tasered and taken into custody. 

TROOP T

BOWMANSVILLE:

was assigned to a construction zone 
project in Bowmansville’s coverage 
area.  He stopped a vehicle traveling 84 

the driver on theft charges after locating 
$4,000 worth of stolen cologne.  

GIBSONIA:

Tpr. Chad Church issued three 

to motorists who were traveling 105 

NEW STANTON:

Tpr. Kenneth Walker stopped a 
vehicle traveling 101 mph and took the 
driver into custody after discovering 
the man had a felony warrant. 

NEWVILLE:

A horse escaped a pasture and ran down 
the turnpike for three miles before being 
captured by Tpr. Chad Sydnor and turnpike 
maintenance.  Daisy gave Tpr. Sydnor a run 
for his money before she was reunited with 
her owner.
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POCONO:

When the driver of a commercial 
vehicle realized he had entered the 
turnpike in the wrong direction, he 
pulled onto the shoulder. The man 

WHAT OTHERS SAY...
The following letter was received from 
a resident after interacting with Tpr. 
Daniel Bradley (Troop G, Lewistown).

...I had the pleasure of interacting 
with Trooper [Daniel] Bradley from 
Juniata County. I lost my son...to an auto 
accident... In my time of grief, Trooper 
Bradley answered my questions 
patiently and honestly and never once 

a family of veterans and men who have 
worked in law enforcement in various 
ways, and I have always believed that a 
good employee is one that is an asset to 
your team, but also to your community. 
It is one that knows and enforces the 
law, but one that also understands that 

by written law, but perhaps maybe by 

Troopers will always understand that 
along with every criminal they chase 

stop for not using a turn signal, there 
is also a grieving mom that just lost her 
child. Those Troopers will understand 

words. Trooper Bradley IS that Trooper 
and you are lucky to have him on the 
force. I was just as lucky that he was 
the one assigned to my call...In today’s 

always appreciated, please thank him 
properly for me. I will never forget the 
sympathy that he showed toward me 
and my family. I will never forget his 

to all of you who proudly protect and 
guide us. 

  Michelle Shelley

The following letter was received from a motorist after interacting with Tpr. 
Dylan Adams (Troop J, York).

advise us so that we could make the call. When my husband asked him, he said that 

wedding in Carlisle. Due to the circumstances, my husband would not have been 

in his uniform, you can imagine how much he was perspiring and yet, still had a 
smile for us. We wanted to share this with you because we are so grateful to Tpr. 

wanted to share this kind act...

      Richard and Irene Fellin

The following letter was sent to Troop B Camp Cadet.

My daughter had the honor and privilege to be selected for [the] camp cadet 

about [her] ability to handle a stressful and unknown environment... We had no 
doubt in her physical abilities...but had reservations on how much she will allow 
herself to open up and get involved.  It was with total shock and disbelief we 
proudly watched during the graduation ceremony the honors that were bestowed 
to her.  We went from just worrying...to being astonished that...Troopers look upon 

female Cadet. In the car ride home, we talked to her about how proud we were...
and the only thing she could not express more is how the leadership and everyone 

we always knew she had! Please know...your program is without a doubt making 

families. 
                                                   Brian Malik

employees told him to remain on the 
shoulder until a Trooper arrived, he 
ignored them and proceeded forward in 
the wrong direction. He tried to make a 

Splendido issued multiple citations 

Commercial Driver’s License.
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PSP-HEMC STORE SPECIALS
For All Available Items,  

Visit www.psp-hemc.org or Call (717) 534-0565

“OMAR” CERAMIC COASTER - 4” x 4”
“GHOST CAR” CERAMIC COASTER - 3.5” X 3.4”

$12 EACH OR 2 FOR $20
1st & 2nd in a series of historic images throughout the 114 year history of the PSP 

  

Name:

Shipping Address:  

City:     State:    ZIP Code:  P

Daytime Telephone with Area Code:     Email:  

Method of Payment (check one):  Check or Money Order Enclosed (payable to:r

  Master Card   r  VISA   Discover   (check one)r  AmEx   (check one)

Acct. #:  Expiration Date:  

Mail or Fax Orders to:
PA State Police Museum, 187 East Hersheypark Drive, Hershey, PA  17033PP

FAX Orders: (717) 534-0771      Phone Orders: (717) 534-0565

K9 Omar, the Belgian Shepherd, aided in the capture of a mentally deranged 
"mountain man" who had shot and killed his master, Sgt. Timothy McCarthy 
on May 12, 1931.  During the ensuing capture, Omar was shot and seriously 

ceremony at Troop E Headquarters on November 12, 1931, the only animal in 
State Police history to be so honored.

In 1937, the Pennsylvania State Police merged with the State Highway Patrol 
to form the Pennsylvania Motor Police.  The Hudson Terraplane Coupe was the

hood.

Number of Omar Coasters    $

Subtotal + Shipping $

Total CostTT $

SHIPPING
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TOP DRUG RECOGNIZER IN THE U.S.

Christopher Robbins as the top performing DRE in the 

2012 and as a DRE Instructor in 2016. Cpl. Robbins has 

he conducted a record number of 89 last year.

Cpl. Robbins serves as the Western Region DRE 
Coordinator, is responsible for 33 PSP DREs, and is assigned 
to Troop D, Kittanning. Under his leadership, supervision 
and support of the program, the station has seen a 50 percent 

DUI arrests, and a 190 percent increase in drug possession 
arrests. The Patrol Unit was responsible for 583 DUI arrests 
last year. 

has also taught an Instructor Development class and presents a current School Drug Trends class within his Troop area.


