
In the midst of all of the chaos that the 2020-2021 academic calendar has brought, we hope
that you and your loved ones are in the best of health and prosperity. This year has brought
many changes that none of us could have foreseen; however, it has made us more resilient
than we, as a society, could have ever become.

In June of 2020, the Undergraduate Student Government (USG) passed a resolution asking for
open and transparent financial support from the University of Denver to initiatives focused on
social and racial justice. In response, student leadership from USG and Fraternity and Sorority
Life have collaborated with staff from the Office of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion, Student
Affairs and Inclusive Excellence, and Advancement on a campaign to support the
Interdisciplinary Research Institute for the Study of (In)Equality, otherwise known as IRISE.

IRISE provides opportunities and support for DU community members to engage in cutting-
edge research and community-centered projects that revolve around issues of inequality,
social justice, and inclusivity in the DU community and beyond. By developing, supporting,
and implementing academic programs and activities that promote the advancement of
historically underrepresented populations, IRISE aims to actively impact the communities
most affected by inequality and systemic racism.

As fellow community members, we ask you to consider supporting IRISE on this 1Day4DU.
Your support of IRISE will have a lasting impact on creating a more equitable future, making
positive change, and serving the public good. We can confidently say that IRISE has strong
connections to the students, faculty, and staff at DU and to our local Denver community.

IRISE- facilitates research, scholarship, and creative works promoting equality and equity in
underrepresented communities on issues of inequality.

Thank you for your support,

Ryan Hyde and Dajah Brooks

USG President and Vice President 2020-21
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