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William Frost, PhD, is director of the Stanson Toshok Center for Brain 
Function and Repair and professor & discipline chair of cell biology and 
anatomy at Rosalind Franklin University. Dr. Frost received his BA in biology 
from Reed College, and his PhD in physiology from Columbia University. His 
postdoctoral research was at the University of Iowa. He was an assistant 
professor and then associate professor from 1989 to 1998 at the University of 
Texas Medical School at Houston. He joined the faculty of Chicago Medical 
School in 1998. 
  
Grace "Beth" Stutzmann, PhD, is professor & discipline chair of neuroscience 
and director of the Center for Neurodegenerative Disease and Therapeutics at 
Rosalind Franklin University. Her research includes studying the early neuronal 
pathology that develops in Alzheimer's disease (AD), long before the 
deposition of plaques and tangles, and cognitive decline. With collaborators, 
she is formulating and testing novel target compounds that impede the 
progression of AD pathology at its earlier stages. Dr. Stutzmann earned her 
PhD from New York University and a master’s in biopsychology from Stony 
Brook University.  
 
Murali Gopalakrishnan, PhD, is the global head of neuroscience research and 
evaluation at AbbVie. He has held several leadership roles at Abbott/AbbVie 
leading discovery research programs across therapeutic areas, including 
neuroscience, pain, nephrology and urology and delivering multiple clinical 
candidates to the R&D pipeline. At Abbott, Dr. Gopaladrishnan also led the 
Global External Research group with responsibility for sourcing discovery 
research-focused external innovation and establishing early-stage 
partnerships and growth of Abbott China R&D Center in Shanghai. Dr. 
Gopalakrishnan earned his PhD in pharmacology from the University of 
Buffalo and MBA from Lake Forest Graduate School of Management. 

James Hendrix received his PhD and a postdoctoral fellowship in organic 
chemistry from Colorado State University. He started his pharmaceutical 
career as a medicinal chemist at Hoechst-Roussel (later Sanofi-Aventis), 
working in CNS drug discovery. Hendrix worked for the company for 18 years 
rising to the level of senior director, U.S. site head for CNS research. Dr. 
Hendrix later joined the Alzheimer’s Association in Chicago as director of 
global science initiatives and then LuMind IDSC, a nonprofit focused on Down 
syndrome research, as chief scientific officer. Hendrix recently joined Eli Lilly 
and Company as executive director for U.S. medical affairs. 

James Sullivan, PhD, is co-founder and CEO of Vanqua, a biopharmaceutical 
company focused on developing next-generation medicines for 
neurodegenerative diseases. He is also a venture partner with Orbimed. 



Previously, he was vice president of research at Abbvie, where he was 
responsible for the company’s research efforts in therapeutic/disease areas. 
Dr. Sullivan has advanced more than 100 compounds into clinical 
development across a number of disease states and technology platforms. Dr. 
Sullivan is an adjunct faculty member at Northwestern University and serves 
on the board of several companies and foundations. He earned his bachelor’s 
degree and PhD in biochemistry from Trinity College (Dublin) and conducted 
post-doctoral research in neurobiology at Northwestern University. 

 


