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In doctrine shewing unc.orruptness."

" Beware ye 0/ the leaven 0/ the Pharisees which is llypoCTlsy."
CHRIST'S ASCENSION.

Then follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth.

IF

,
I

you are a believer in Christ your heart will be ascending after
him, as upon eagle's wings. You will mount up after him, saying,
" Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is 'none upon earth
that I desire besides thee." In your delight and desire, " The desire of my soul is to thee, and the remembrance of thy name. "My
meditation of him shall be sweet." You will be sending up many a
cry in prayer after him, and the lifting up of your hands unto him will
be like the evening ~acrifice; you will send up the prayers of faith
like pillar. of smoke, that went up when the sacrifices, mingled with
incense, that were offered under the law. You will send up not only
the cry of prayers, but the cry of praise, like the church, " Sing
praises unto God, sing praises: blessed be his glorious name for
ever; and let the whole earth be filled with his glory." YOI1 will
" seek those things that arc above, where Christ is at the right hand
of God;" and like the woman clothed with the sun, trample upon the
earth. You will be frequently looking up after him by the eye of
faith. As an affectionate wife will take pleasure in looking towards
where her husband is; so is it with believers. Jonas, even in the
belly of hell, cries, ., Yet will I look again towards thy holy temple."
And this will yield relief and comfort, "They looked unto him and
were lightened." In a word, you will look to him for all the ends of
his exaltation at the right hand of Goel. And since he is gone up to
look after your affairs in heaven, you will look after his affairs here
upon earth, according as he calls and employs you; you will be glad
to J' cause his name to be remembered in all generations;" and
when his ilHerest and people are suffering, it will go nearer your
heart than any private concern of your own, and remember for your
consolation, that in this dying world wherein we are: "God is gone
up with a shout, the Lord with the sound of a trumpet." And hence
it will follow,
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Thou shalt follow him ere it be long; for the head will draw the
memhers after it: "Where I am there shall also my servants be."
Thy soul shall follow him at death, like the soul of Lazarus, undcr a
guard of angels; and thy body shall follow him also at the resurrection, he will gather his saints togethcr, they shall meet the Lord in
the air, and sit with him upon his throne.
Then thou shall not want the gifts, graces, and influences of the
Spirit to bear you up, and carry you through in the work and service that he has for you upon earth. For" when he ascended on
high, he received gifts for men;" and what he received for us, he
will give out to us acconling to our need. And therefore let us not
fear to go his errands, though it were to go through fires and waters,
for your charges shall he borne hy him.
Here is comfort under all the glOOlllS and frowns of men in the
world, for owning Christ, his cause, his kingdom, his truth, his ways,
his people; that Christ has overcome the world, and all the wicked
of thc world, they are Chrisl's footstool. God the Father has put
all his enemies under his feet, and he makes tools and fool~ of them,
and all thcir politics; for he rules in the midst of his enemies, and
makes the w ath of man to praise him. The wrath of man shaH
praise him, and be turned about to the advancement of the interest of
Christ.
Thou~h the" roaring lion, who goes about seeking whom he may
devour," Christ has the lion in chains, and the upper end of the
chain is in the hand of an exalted Redcemer: he had him under his
command, when in a state of humiliation, as in the case of the Gadaren's swine; much more now that he is ascended ' far above all
principality and power, and might, and dominion, and every name
that can be named, whether in this world, or that which is to come:
Ere long he will make the poor tempted believer to tread Satan under
feet.
Consider that all the angels in heaven are upon thy side, believer,
all the armies of heaven are ready to fight the Lord's battles, they
want nothing but his word of command, for hc is " in the midst of
them as in Sinia; and are they not all ministring spirits sent forth to
111inister for the h(;lirs of sal vat ion?" "The angel of the Lord cncampeth round about them that fear him."
And then for your comfort consider that death is disarmed of its
sting, a~d can do no hurt. Christ carried the sting of deatj), and
the armour of this king of terrors with him, when he went up with a
shout, "I have the keys of hell and of death."
Thy life is well secured, believer. Why, it is hid with Christ in
God. And when Christ who is our life shall appeal', then shall we
.
also appear with him in glory.
And never let it be forgot that all providential dispensations in
thc government of the world, or in their own lot in particular> shall
be managed to advantage: "All things shall work t"gether for good>
to them that love God." Why, ],ccause God has " given Christ to
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be head over all things unto the church, which is his body." And
therefore, though black and gloomy dispensations should cast up, so
as the "confused noise of the warrior, and garments rolled in blood,"
should be heard and seen in every corner of the land; yet God is
gone up with a shout, and he rules even in the raging of the sea, and
when the waves thereof roar, he stilleth them again: and he usually
makes worldly shakings to usher in his own coming in a way of grace
to his people: "1 will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations
shall come."
.
Behold him then with the eye of faith upon the throne; for he
that was" made a little lower than the angel~," is now " crowned
with glory and honour: and therefore go forth, ye daughters or' Zion,
and behold King Solomon with the crown wherewith his Father
crowned him.," when he went up with a shout, and with the sound
(~f a trumpet. His Father is beholding him with infinite delight:
" This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Behold my
servant whom 1 uphold, mine elect in whom my soul delighteth." He
himself is fond that wc should cast our eyes upon him: "Look unto
me and be ye saved, all ye ends of the earth." Oh how stately is he
upon the throne with all his nobles about him!
Let us come with boldness unto the throne of grace, that we may
obtain mercy, and find grace to help us in time of need: for he is
gone up as "our great High Priest and Advocate to appear in the
presence of God for us." Thou hast a friend upon the throne, be.
liever, who hath "all the fulness of the Godhead dwelling in him
bodily;" and it is nothing between you and him; but" ask, and ye
shall receive." If any man lack !Wisdom, let him ask of God."
Angels, men, and devils reverence him, and do him homage; let
" every knee bow unto him, of things in' heaven, and things in earth,
and things under the earth j and let every tongue confess, that his
name is abov.e e'very name; that he alone is the Lord, in the glory
and p.raise of his eternal Father." See that you have a due regard
to his glory and kingdom. "Contend earnestly for the faith delivered
to the saints; and stand fast in the liberties wherewith Christ hath
made you free, that you be not entangled with yokes of bondage ;"
and when you give a testimony for Christ, "hold it fast, that no man
take your crown.-Be faithful unto the death," and he that is gone up
to heaven as your forerunner, will call you from the field of battle, and
give you the crown of joy,the "crown of life and righteousness; and
not to you only, but to all that love his appearing."
Let us never be ashamed of him before men, for he is our credit
and ornament; he is not ashamed to confess' us before his Father,
and before his angels: let us therefore have hi~ name written on our
foreheads, like these hundred and forty and four thousand, who stand
with him upon mount.Zion, so as everyone may know that we belong
to him and wear his livery.
Let us join' in the solemnity of his exalta,tion, for it is not yet
ended. They that shouted when he first .WCJlt up to heaven from

148
THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
mount Olivet, are shouting for joy to this day; and therefore let us
join in the concert. When he came into Jerus~lem riding upon an
ass, a great company shouted, and cried, saying, " Hosanna to the
Son of David;" how much more doth it become us to shout and celebrate his praise, when, instead of riding upon an ass, he is "riding in the heavens by the great name JAH, and in his excellency on
the skies." 1 conclude by saying, "cry out, shout thou inhabitants
of Zion, for great is the Holy One of Israel in the midst of thee."

E.
---000---

A CHILD OF LIGHT WALKING IN DARKNESS.

(Continued from p. 62.)
I. IN general: reason is of itself a busy principle, (hat will be prying into, and making false glosses upon all God's matters as well
as our uwn; and trying its skill, in arguing upon all his dealings
with us. Thus Jeremiah would needs be reasoning with God ahout
his dispensations towards wicked men, xii. J, 2. and Job, of his
dealings willl himself: xiii. 3. And reasU'!1 being likewise the supreme principle in us IJy nature, and our highest difference as we are
men; therefore no wonder if when we are left to ourselves to walk
in darkness) we walk as men, as the apostle speaks, 1 Cor. i. 3.
and to use Solomon's words, do lean to our own wisdom, even because it is our own 2nd was brought up with us j it is our grcat
Ahitop~el, (and as David says of him) our guide witlt wllom we
have taken so much sweet counsel in all our worldly and politic
affairs; in whi, h only, we should make use of its advice: but we
too oftt-n tfJke it into the sanctuar.'1/ with us, and walk in compally with it into the !louse of God, (to all udc to what David says
there, Psa!' Iv. 13, ~4.) that is, wc suffer it to meddle in matters
that pertain to the sanctuary, and to debate and conclude of our
spiritual and eternal estates, as well as of OUI' temporal; and which
is worse, we are opinionative of its judgment therein; I't/wught
(says Asaph in that forementioned psalm) to kno'w tliis, verse 16.
that is, he thought to have comprehended and reached God's mind
in those his dispensations, by the discussions of reason, and so to
have concluded rightly from them: whereas after he had gone into
the sanctuary, ver. 17. with faith alone, and thereby consulted with
the word; he confesseth his own wisdom and best reason to have
been as ignorant of God's meaning, and of those rules he proceedeth by, in those his dispensations towards his children, even a' a
beast, ver. 22. is of those principles which men walk by, or the intentions they have in their ways. If reason then, when it is 80 utterly unskilful and mistaken in the premises, will yet be exercising and
trying its faculty in reasoning from them, no wonder if the conclusions thence deduced be so wide and wild; and yet with Asaph, we
think we know this.
~ut more particI,lJarly:, carnal reasor) is the most desperate enemy
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to faith of all her princi,.lrs in man. For until faith Le wrought, it
is the most supreme principle; but then faith deposcth ilnd subjectcth it, and afterwards doth often contradict it, yea excludes it, as
unskilful ill its matters, from being of its couusel. And so deep and
desperate is this enmity against faith, that look what is the most
cspecilll work and buiwess of faith (which is to alter our estates
before God, and put us into a state of justification and to assure us
of it) therein, it shews a more peculiar enmity against faith, by
opposing it in that work of it more than in any other. This enmity
shews itself both before and aftn' faith is wrought, and the one
illustrates the other. For as bdore faith was wrought carnal reason
shews its opposition, by using the utmost of its strength to persuade
a man of the goodness of his estate though without faith; therehy
to prevt->nt the entrance of fait hand OUl' seeking after it at all as not
needful to change our estates or to justify us, and thus would keep
it wholly out. And therefore in the first working of faith, the
holy Ghost brings faith in by force of open arm, as a conqueror
casting dnwn all tltose stroNg holds anet reasonings, (as the word
is,) 2 Cor. x. 14. which carnal reason had been long a building and
fortifying, al1ll so erecteth faith a throne upon the ruins of them all.
Thus in like manner after faith is thus wrought, all that carnal
reason which is left unsubdued, cloth out of a further revenge of
such an overthrow, and with a greater degree of enmity oppose faith
still, only it dive~ts the war, now mustering up new forces, and
turneth all the great ordnance a clean contrary way, namely, to persuade a man by all the objections it can raise, of the badness of his
estate now, as before of the goodness of it: hereby to blaspheme
the great work of faith in justifying of LIS: and also, because that
next to Justij'ying us, the office and errand of faith is to 'settle in
our peace with God, and a persuasion of our being in his favour, as
Rom. v. 1. Therefore doth carnal reason bend the utmost of its
power and a cumen to persuade upon all occasions, by all the most
specious and seeming arguments it lan start and suggest, that God
is not at peace with us, nor as yet reconciled to us; merely to contradict faith in what is the principle point it would persuade us of.
So that 8S in men whilst unregenerate, carnal reason endeavours
by false reasonings to perserve a goot! opinion of their estates in
them: in like manner the very sallle principle of carnal reason
continuing its opposition to faith, doth as much persuade to 11 bad
opinion of their estates when they are once regenerated.
And to conclude this, if in ~ny condition that befalls God's child,
carnal reason hath till' advantaE;e and upper ground offaith. It is
now when it is in the valley of the shaelow of death, as Davit!
speaks, when it walks ill darkness anc1ltath no light: a condition
that doth afford a most complete topic for carnal reason to frame
objections out of; When in respect of God's dealings with him
there is a seeming cOlljunction of all bad aspects threatning perdition
a.nd destruction: when faith is under so great an eclipse, and is.
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.left to fight it out alone in darkness, and hath no second: when on
the contrary, carnal reason, and our dark hearts (which are led by
sense) are possessed with the iense (the deepest and most exquisite
sense) and impressions of (that which the heart is most jealous of)
God's sorest wrath and displeasure, and that felt and argued (not
mediately and afar off, by consequence from outward afflictions, but)
immediately from God's own hand. Thou always hast suspected
(says carnal reason) that thou wert a child of wrath, and that thou
and God were enemies; but now thou findest it put out of the
question, and that from God's own mouth, who speaketh grevious
things against thee; thou hast it also uuder his own hand, for 10
he writeth bitter things against thee, that is, in thy conscience, as
Job speaks, and holdeth thee for an enemy, vel'. 24. and Whips thee
with the same rod of his immedi~tc wrath and displeasure, wherewith he lasheth those that are cut from his hand, and whom he remembereth JlO more, but are now ill hell, as Heman speaks. A time
also this is when this present sense of wrath so distempers and (to
use Heman's words) dilltralts the mind, that it cannot listen 10 faith,
which speaks of nothing to, but of what it sees not; cven as the
people of Israel could not attend to Moses' message of deliverance
through the anguish of their present bondage, Exod. vi. 9. So as no
. wonder if then carnal reason be most busy, and takes this advantage
to frame and suggest the strongest objections to the soul whilst it is
in this distemper.
. Add unto all this, that as there is such strength of corrupt reason
which is thus opposite 10 faith, so that there are many other principles of corrupt affections in the heart, which join and take part
with carnal reason in all this its opposition against faith, and which
set it a work find do back it as much persuading God's children that
their estates are naught, as in securing men unregenerate that their
estates are good; and the hand of self-love (which bribetll. and
biaseth carnal reason, especially in judging of our estates) is found
as deep in ~he one as in the other; and this doth yet give further
light to this point in hand. For look as before faith is wrought,
selj-jlattery (which is one branch ,.uf self-love) bribeth and setteth
carnal reason awork to plead the goodness of their estates to men
unregenerate, and causeth all such false rrasons to take with them
which tend to persuade them to think well of themselves. So whcn
once faith is wrought jealousy and sftspiciousness and incredulity,
(which are other, as great sprigs of pride and self-love in us, as the
former, which do begin to sprout and shew themselve~, when that
other is lopt oft; and which do ~row up together with the work of
faith) these do edge and sharpen the wit of carnal reason, to argue
and wrangle against the work of faith and grace begun; and all such
()bjections as carnal reason doth finrl out against it, are pleasing and
plausible to these corrupt principles, for they are thereby nourished
~ild strenghtened.
And the reason why such jealuusies, and suspicions, &c. (which
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are such contrary dispositions unto self-flattery which swayed our
opinions of our estates before) should thus arise and be started up in
the heart upon the w(')rk of faith, and be apt rather to prevail now
after faith, is; 1st. Because that in the work of humiliation, (which
prepares for faith) all those strong holds of carnal reason being demolished, which upheld self-flattery, and that false good opinion of
a man's estate, and those moontainous thoughts, of .presumption, are'
then laid low, a man is for ever put out of conceit with himself,
as of himself. At which time also; 2d. He was so thoroughly and
feelingly convinced of the heinousness of sin, (which before he
slighted) alld of the greatness and ,multitudes of his sins, that he is
apt now (instead of presuming as before) to be jealous of God, lest
he might have been so provoked as never to pardon him, and is
accordingly apt to draw a misinterpretation of all God's dealings
witl! him to strengthen that conccit. And Srd. Having through the
same conviction the infinite error and deceitfulness of his heart before, in flattering him and judging his estate good, when it was
most accursed, so clearl y discovered and discerned; he thereby becomes exceedingly jealous, and afraid of erring on that H'and still,
and so is apt to lend an ear to any doubt or scruple that is suggested. Especially he being withal made apprehensive both of that
infinite danger to his eternal salvation, there may be in nourishing
a false opinion of the goodness of his estate if it should prove otherwise; because such a false conceit keeps a man from saving faith;
whereas to cherish the contrary error in judging his estate bad,
when it is in truth good, tends but to his present discomfort; so
as he thinks it safer to err on that hand than the other. And veing
also sensible of what transcendent concernmellt his eternal salvation is of, (which he before slighted) this rouseth suspicion (wh;ch
in all matters of great consequence and moment, is always doubting and inquisitive,) and also keeps it waking, which before lay
asleep. And all these being now startled and stirred up, do not
only provoke carnal reason unsatisfiedly to pry into all thin~s that
may seem to argue God's disfavour, or the unsoundness of our
hearts, vut also do give entertainment to, and applaud all such ob·
jections as arc found out, and make up too hastily ~Ise conclusions
' _
from them.
Last of all, as there are those corrupt principles of camal reason,
and suspiciousness in us, to raise and foment these doubts and
fears from God's dealings towards us; so there is ,an abundance of
guilt within us, of our false dealings towards him. And we have
consciences, which remain in part defiled, which may further join
with all these, and encrease our fears and doubtings; and as wc are
tim'k and weak creatures, so guilty creatures also. And this gui i i,
like the waves of the .sea, or the swellings of Jordan, do begin upon
these terrible storms from God to raise, and swell, imd overflow in
our consc'ience" As in David, Psa\. xxxviii. when God's wrath
was sore upon him, ver. i. 2. then also he complains, mine iniquities
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are gone over mine head, ver. 4. Here is much guile ilnd falseness
of heart, which in those distempers (when our consciences do boil
within us, and are stirred and heated to the bottom) doth like the
scum, come up and float aloft. Thus in David, when he was under
the rod for his sin, of murder, as the guilt of his sin, so the guile of
Ms spirit came up, and he calls for truth in the inward parts, Psal.
li. 6. For as his sin, vel'. 2. so his falseness of heart was ever before
Mm, and with an eye to this he spake that speech, Psal. xxxii. Oh
blessed is that man in whose spirit is no guile, and to whom the
Lord imputeth no sin. Thus he spake when God had charged upon
him the guilt of his sin, and discovered to him the guile of his
Spirit, ver. 4, 5. And this guile doth often times so appear, that our
consciences can hardly discern any thing else to be in us, it lies
uppermost and covers our graces from our view; and like as the
chaff when the wheat is tossed in the fan, comes up to the top:
so in these commotions and winnowings of spirit, do our corruption float in our consciences, whilst the graces tbat are in us lie
covered under them out of sight; and the dark side of our hearts
(as of the cloud) is turned towards us, and the light side from us.
And indeed there are in the best of us humours enough, which if
they be stirred and congregated in our consciences, may alone cast
us into these burning fits of trouble and distress; so as whilst God's
Spirit, shall withhold from us the light of our own graces, and our
own consciences represent to us the guilt and corruptions that are
in our best performances, our hearts may conclude ourselves hypocrites, as Mr. Bradford, in some of his let~ers, doth of himself; and
others of the saints have done. Yea, so as even our own consciences, (which are the only principle new left in us) which should
take part with and encourage faith, and witness to us (as the office
of it is) the goodness of our estates (in this may join with the former corruptions against us,) and bring in a false evidence, and pronounce a false judgment. Even conscience itself, which is ordained
as the urine of the body, to shew the estate of the whole: (and
therefore is accordingly called f!,ood or evil as the man's state is)
this is apt in such distempers to change and turn colour; and look
to a man's own views as foul as the state of a very hypocrite.
And the t'ellson of this is also as evident as is the experience of
it. Even because conscience remains in part defiled in a man that
is regenerate: and though we are sp"inkled from an evil conscience
in part, yet not wholly; so as though our persons are fully discharged from the guilt of our sins, through the sprinkling of
Christ's blood, before God, yet the sprinkling of that blood upon our
consciences whereby we apprehend this, is imperfect; and the
reason is, because this very sprinkling of conscience, whereby it
testifies the sprinkling of Christ's blood, and oU!' justification thereby,
is but part of the sanctification of conscience, as it is a faculty,
whose office and duty is to testify and witness our estates; and therefore as the sanctification of all 01 her faculties is imperfect, so of
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conscience also herein. And hence it is that when God's Spirit
forbeareth to witness with conscience, and ceaseth to embolden and encourage conscience by his presence, and the
sprinkling of Christ's blood upon' it against the remaining defilement; that then our consciences are as apt to fall into fears;
and doubts, and self-condemnings; even as much as when he
withdraws the assistance of his grace, those other faculties are to
fall into any other sin. And therefore as the law of sin in the other
members may be up in armies aud prevail so far as to lead us captive
into sin: so may the guilt of sin in our consciences remaining in
part defiled, by the same reason prevail against us, and get the upper
hand, and lead us captive to fears and doubtings, and cast us into
bondage.
(To be COl4tillued.)
--000--

APHORISMS BY WILLIAM ROMAINE,

\

Never before Published.
No. I.
GOOD works are the effect, not the cause of God's love.
To those who do not rise from the grave of sin here, it will be a
dreadful resurrection from the grave of death hereafter.
By breath, throughout the scriptures, is meant the Holy Spirit,
and by light, is meant Christ.
The Holy Spirit does not reveal Goel to us as he is in himself, but
as he stands related to us.
Christ is our law-fulfilling righteousness, and our sin-atoning
Saviour.
We should keep looking to Christ till the burden falls off our
back.
God manifests most of his love to us, when we are in the lowest
abasement.
God keep us in our right place; even in an humble constant dependence on Christ Jesus.
There is life in Christ Jesus to quicken you, in your most dead
and uncomfortable frame.
Christ sows the seed, rains on it, and shines on it; he is always
going on with his work, and though the man is in a dead, dull, and
uncomfortable frame, yet Christ is still cOlltinuing his work in the soul.
Our hope stands in God's love in his Son.
As a good soldier of Christ Jesus, I desire to fight the Lord's battles, to his praise and_my comfort.
There are often notions swim in the head that never sink into the
heart.
Whatever Jesus undertook he has fulfilled.
Concerning his state by nature, the believer confesses, "I had
as much evil within me as I could hold, and when opportunity came
it drew it out into action."
VOL. X.-No. IV.
U
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That the thoughts of a natural man are only evil, see Gen. vi. 5.
That his words are such, see Jam. iii. 6-8~ That his works are
such, see Psalm xiv. 3. And that his thoughts, words and works
lire such. See Rom. iii. 9.
•
The man whose eyes are enlightened, and to whom it is given to
see the depravity of human nature, confesses,-the more I converse
with mankind, the more I perceive the scriptures to be true, and that
man is not a bit better than the word of God represents him to be.
The principal thing in Christianity, is to receive Christ. Christ
sits at the right hand of God, to manage all our concerns for us.
It is the taste of this heavenly manna, that makes us more dead
daily to the things below.
This is the daily prayer of the church of Christ, Lord Jesus, as
thou hast got death and him that had the power of death under thy
feet, even so Lord put them under ours.
(1'0 he Continued.)
---000---

SCRAPS AND PIECES,
No. n.
COUNSEL TROM FOOLS.

IT is one peculiar characteristic of the book of God,-so great th
abundance of its stores, for the use of those that have an understanding in divine things,-l hat faith may obtain from the inexhaustible
treasury, fresh acquisitions to its strength at every research, and
realize new attainments the more frequently the investigation is pursued.
Blessed is he who, emulating him in the gospel, findeth hidden
treasure, and, for joy thereof, goeth and selleth all that he hath
and buyeth the field wherein it is deposited. Will he not search
diligently, and labour incessantly? Will he cease from his pursuit,
till he have possessed himself of his riches? Will his diligence abate
ere he secures his wealth?
Frequently through a medium the most unpromising, the seeker
after knowledge receives the desired profit, even to an extent greatly
exceeding his ardent expectation. The channel of communication
may have been regarded by him as a possible means; but the
improbability, he has indulged, that any good would proceed thereby, has speedily vanished, before a plenteous supply of what was
more anxiously sought, than really anticipated.
Few will be disposed to doubt the possibility of gaining" Counsel
from fools," who are accustomed to read the scriptures with a concern for the profit of the soul.
1. "Thc fool hath said in his hellrt, There is no God." Psalm
xiv. 1. liii. 1. The Christian can refer to the days of his unregeneracy, and note many exigencies in which Ms heart has said the same.
And is there one, whosc cye is directed to these observations, can
aflirrn, that from the period of his call by grace to the present instant, he has ne\'er, 011 any occasion, said the same in hi~ lIeart
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'1'he writer must be constrained to believe, that the depths of the
depravity of the heart, have not yet been explored by the reader,
if he cannot respond, ho\Vever reluctantly, to this confession.
It will not be denied, that unbelief, taking occasion for immature
judgment in spiritual matters, has in seasons of sore trial and deep
sorrow had so much the mystery, as to induce complaints of an atheistical character. Have not our rebellions, our murmurings, our
}'epinings, spoken out thefools language? Say, humhled soul, have
we not, after deliverance from the assaults of the great Adversary,
and from the greater adversary self,-have we not oft-times, in deep
abasement, accounted ourselves ,. fools, for despising our Father's
instruction ?"
In the writings of king Solomon, his wisdom is nowhere displayed
more fully, than in the various descriptions of the fool: so numerous
indeed, that it is difficult to know from whence to select for -the
present purpose. To one of these we will refer.
Confirmed are we in the opinion, that the identical character now
addressed, are least likely to take the reproof the word of God sanctions us in offering, and furnishes the argument we are desirous
of enforcing. Even the book of Proverbs and the Ecclesiastes,
which are pre-eminently productive of caution aud warning, will fail
of restraining the rashness aI,d impetuosity to be exposed, unless he
who imparted wisdom to Solomon graciously communicate a portion of the same to them. But, because this is an indisputable fact,
we are not therefore at liberty to withhold 'precept upon precept,
precept upon precept, line upon line, line upon line, here a little .and
f
there a little,'-even from him who " rageth aEd is confident."
The wise man saith "A prating fool shall fall." Prov. x. 8. 10.
Of those who are known to have sown diSCOid among brethren,
caused dissentions and divisIons in churches, broken the peace of
• mind of the godly, '<\Dd strengthened the hands of the impugners of
the doctrines of grace; the greater proportion has invaribly been,
such as legitimately belong to the fraternity thus named by the wisest
of men. And this observation, is not meant to apply only to decided
hypocrites, hiding, or attempting to hide themselves, within the circle of an enlarged Christian conuexion; but is especially intended
for those (and there are many such) who have for a time H run
well," and, alas 1 the progression of their j uugment not keeping pace
with the flight of their imaginatiun, they have outrun their competitors, and left all who walked with them by faith, and who stand
fast in the grace given them, at an immeasurable distance.
These prating ones are exceedingly apt, in their esteem, on all
points ofgospel dDctrine and experience, and some will even profess
a rl:'gard for practice-though their own be of so dubious a kind.
Speak to them of the -great truths of revelation; they perfectly agree
with you in every -particular, and they will be sure to supercede your
further remarks, by a much more appropriate comment of their
own. Talk of Christian experience; and they will favor you with a
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counterpart of your own, in all you ever endured, and in all you ever
enjoyed,-provided, only, they have given you time to drop but an
intimation on the subject. Allude to them of holy walk and conversation ;-they will be prepared to place themselves foremost in the
ranks of those that adorn the doctrine of God OUT Saviour in all
things.
.
But the wise man hath said, "The prating fool shall fall." And
" counsel" from these may be gained, by observing the slipperiness
of the pat~ in which they are ever hurrying, the simple-hearted companions they associate with by the way, and the common termination
of their perilous adventures.
In our,own time we have marked the suddenfall, ofmallyan aspirant
to the honour of pre-eminence over his brethren; of many, who having
leaped through the restraints of the nursery, to assume the dictatorial jargon of inexperience, have stumbled and fallen, and whose.
bones have been broken,-of many an Ahimaz, uncommissioned,
who has in his impetuous zeal outrun Cashi.
. The exhortation of the apostle is, in our Christian communities,
woefully undervalued; but it is, notwithstanding, the word of the
Lord: " Ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Ye, all of
you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for
God resisteth the proud, and givcth grace to the humble."
Wise "counsel" may also be learned from the same scriplun', by
tIle elders of churches, who, when they are troubled with such characterl-, are encouraged to "rule weIJ," by the powerful inducement
"that they may be counted worthy of double honour." _ 1 Ti l'.

v.l1.

Clapham, l''eb. 183'5.

W. G.
---000---

To the Editors of the Gospel lIfagazine.
A FEW REMARKS ON THE

DEFENCB

OF "WAR IN HEAVEN,"

&c.

MESSRS. EDITORS.

AFTEt! such misquotations and misrepresentations of my words,
which your correspondent has been guilty of. I had thought of treating his remarks with total silence, but feel a desire to exhibit his
false statements. I have not stated "that Revelations xii. has
reference to the last day" but that the passage quoted in Revelations
xii. has reference to the very last days, and which is still my firm
cpinion. I have never said "the accuser of the brethren was not
overcome by the blood of the Lamb," on the very contrary, I have
declared that he is, and have brought the experience of Luthcr to exemplify it, page 519. In no place can this writer prove that I have
said, that the accuser of the brethren was cast out of heaven before
the beginning of time: I have never declared that wc do 1I0t fight,
but t hat I his pn,sngc is 'wrestle' and nol 'fight,' as your correspondent ha, tllought proper to render it. I again assert, that wc havc
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no authority to light against the princip;l1ities and powers he mentions, when quoting Ephes. vi. 12. on page 305, and defy him to
prove it. He seems to sneer at my saying we are commanded to
pray for them, but if he believes the word of Gor!, he must acknowledge the truth of that assertion. This correspondent then says of
mc, "then he goes to the grave literally." I maintain that Hosea
xiii. 14. as well as I Cor. xv. 55. will bear a literal as well as a
spiritual meaning; by the hye John Style, in my opinion, is going
to the grave theologically as fast as the legs of his ~himerical notions
will carry him. My friend .John denies that" all prayer," is a
spiritual weapon. He says [ have reproachfully repeated his words;
indeed if any man opposes anti-scriptural opinions he is generally
dubbed a reproachful ungentlemanly man, very far from being respectable and piol/s. As to the angels having their first estate in
Egypt, and afterwards in the Red sea, as this gentleman statrs, is so
absurd, as not to need a single line of comment; r am clearly of
opinion that he is in the mud about ~he subject. He says, before I
took up his piece, "I shoulrl have informed myself, by some means
or other, the meaning of the symbolical lan~uage of the scriptures,"
aod who would or could suppose, after such excellent advice, that
this gentlem:ln is deficient therein. But alas! if wc turn to another
of his pieces, we shall find him so. In a piece entitled "the Fall and
Rise of Man," (some part of which is very good) inserted in the
Octoher Magazine, although he does not formally, yet he virtually
denies that the devil had any hand in the fall of man, b.ut intimates
tbat it was a literal serpent merely. What a pity it is, friend John,
we are all so blind to our own defects. I think you and I are two
crooked sticks, in the hedge of God's covenant love. Job i. 10. One
would suppose you had never read Revelations xii. 9. and 'xx. 2.
where he is named, "that old serpent called the devil."
There is one passage of four or five lines, at the bottom of page
606, so complex, tl1at J am afraid my friend can scarcely understand
himself, at least it is beyond my poor weak intellect. This gentleman tpill not put that scripture right, "Are they not ALL ministering spirits, &c." but in order tu parry off the blow, he says in words
to this effect, that "perhaps this gentleman will give a relation of
what ministrations he has rt'ceivcd from angels." In a brief reply, I
would say, I beli~ve myself to be an heir of salvation, and as such I
believe I have received the ministrations of angels hut can no more
tell what such ministrations are, than John Style ean tell me how
three persons exist in one God, and yet he knows it to be an indubitable fact. Allow me to say I believe it because the word of
God says so, and if we do not go beyond reason, we shall not be
able to account for many things even in nature. It appears he believes in two or more sort of angels, for on p. 607, he says "but let
him not confound one sort of angels with another." He wishes to
.know what I mean by Christ's intercession being partly in answer tothe accusations of Satan. This is a sweet subject indeed; surely
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your correspondent cannot be ignorant of it, as he pretends to be,
but allow me to say, it is a subject my heart delights in. Paul says,
when speaking of Christ's priesthood, "seeing he ever liveth to
make intercession for them," Heb. vii. 25. and to the same effect
in Romans viii. 34. It is well known that an .intercessor is a mediator, a reconciler: let it be borne in mind that Christ is not an intercessor at the Father's right hand to reconcile God to us, but vice
versa, to reconcile us to God, for God could never be otherwise
than reconciled (owing to covenant engagements) to his people in
Christ; but on the other hand, the people of God cannot be reconciled to God, but by their glorious Intercessor. Where there needs
an intercessor there must be some differences existing between thc
parties which require an adjustment; and is not that differencc oft
times caused by the devil {who, is styled" the Tempter") tempting
us to commit sin? and when he has accomplished his object, is the
very first to accuse us of those very sins, suggesting~ as ill the case
of all the Lord's people, (at one time or another) that their sins are
of such an enormous magnitude, as to be even beyond the reach of
mercy; that they have sinned again'st light and knowledge; that
they have committed the unpardonable sin, &c; and in this state the
devil may harrass them for a length of time, but glory be te God,
"Light is sown for the righteous, and glarlness for the upright in
heart," and up it must spring; for when our glorious Intercessor by
bis Spirit applies one sweet promise, or precious declaration, as in
Heb. xiii. 5. or 1 John i. 7. offtlies our accuser with such an answer
as he can make no reply to, while Jesus says to his beloved one,
" Fear not, I ha\'e redeemed thee, thou art mine," "as my Father
hath loved me, so hath he loved you." Is not my law obeyed and
magnified for you and justice ~atisfied? with many others, so that
the child of God cannot help rejoicing with joy unspeakable and full
of glory."
I have said that Christ is an inte/cessor, in part to allswer the
accusations of Satan, because we have many enemies besides the
devil that need the interposition of our heavenly Intercessor. I
should like to say more, but fear I shall trespass too much on your
pages; I cannot however omit that sweet passage 1 John ii. 1. "If
any man sin (as though John had said, if you do fall into sin, don't
despair) we have an advocate wit h the Father, Jesus Christ the
Tighteous."
What a sweet encouragement to a heavy laden sinner! That the
saints lovcll not their lives to the death, and that it is our bounden
duty, if caller! to it, to follow their steps; that they were called to
this persecution by the hands of wicked men, I have, never did, nor do
I wish to deny.
How can youI' correspondent say that "I have mangled and wilfully perverted his words," let any of your impartial readers goovcr
tthe two pieces inserted in July and November, and I feel confident
they will be convinced to the contrary; indeed I have stated his own
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words verbatim; it 'feally does read nonsensical. Let him consider
a man may be a true warrior in Immanuel's army, and yet love true
peace; true faithfulness and true peace go hand in hand.
He says that ,. the world is not the place of true peace," Who
said it was? but he cannot deny that the followers of the Prince of
Peace sometimes enjoy true peace even in this world. This gentleman's sneer at "all prayer" does not look well. He says "I
admit that principalities and powers (i. e. the ruling powers on earth)
are to be resisted when they infringe on points of reI igion;" I have
admitted no such thing; I have declared we are merely to stand our
ground. There is a wide difference between maintaining our ground
against opposing powers, and resisting those powers. The noble
martyrs maintained their ground, and although they fell, yet in their
very fall they gained a glorious victory, and were more than conquerors through him that loved them.
I hope, dear Sirs, you will do me the favor to insert these few
lines, assuring you that whatever your correspondent's remarks may
be upon them, I shall not again reply, as I feel persuaded it will be
lahour in vain. I can assure him that 1 have not the least enmity
against him, but on the contrary, do sincerely desire that the Lord,
the Eternal Spirit, may guide him into all truth. That you, dear
Sirs, may richly enjoy every new covenant blessing, is the prayer of
your's truly, in the great Head of the Church,

December 9, 1834.

A LOVER OF TRUE PEACE.
--aaa-LETTER

n.

FROM A CHRISTIAN MINISTER TO A FRIHNO.

Dec. 31, 1831.
_My dear Friend and Sister, in Free-grace blessedness.
this comes to hand, we shall have entered on a new yeart
the progressing of which, may open many important scenes and
things. The periods of time are calculated to call up reflections in
the minds of the regenerate family on the wonders of eternity, and
to lead our thoughts to those ancient acts of sovereign grace, from
whence have streamed, and will continue to stream, all the riches
thereof, all the depths of mercy, and all those wonders of divine
power, by which we are brought to receive tht> blessed and unceasing
evidence that God's thoughts of love have been towards us from everlastillg. And the settlements in his ullchanging counsel, hath made
sure to us an inheritaHce incorruptible and undefiled, which must produce'undiminishable bliss and glory.
It is our present blessedness, and we may triumph in spirit, tf,ut
we are by grace, commanded out of this world. VVe are not left in
the old statc, in the old spirit; in the self-deceiving pride, and vain
glory of the religion of the flesh; but have died to that, through
Christ becoming the vh'ifying life of our souls., Translated out of
the kingdom of Satan into the kingdom of the Son of God's love, old
BEFORE
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things are pas!ed away, ancl all things are become new. A new
heart is given us, and a new Spirit is put within us. We have a new,
and glorious object, and in him centres all our true and solid happiness.
It is for our benefit and comfort, to have it in remembrance that
we are not residents here but travellers. We are on a pilgrimage,
and should not expect to find anything in this world, nor in the religion of this ·world, suited to the spiritual and unearthly natures of
that kingdom, which consists in righteousness, peace, and joy in the
Holy Ghclst. Yet the only wise God, ancl· our most merciful Father,
has so decreed it, that we unavoidably must have intercourse with
those who remain in the state from whence we were brought out;
and though it produces many trials, we are sure, from revelation and
experience, that under his overruling hand, it works together for our
good, and ultimately his glory; faith, obedience, and patience, are
drawn out, into act and exercise, and the power of his truth in the
heart is demonstrated.
All the fruits of the Spirit, are, he free donation of the Father of
Lights; and flow into us, from the fulness of our ever-living head;
they certainly are not any procuring cause of blessedness, but tokens
of that delight he takes in us, in his beloved Son. By.faith we embrace, and appropriate all the riches of gracc declared in the record
God gave of his Son. By reverencing the sacred name of the Holy
Three in One, and humbly, yet openly confessing our truth in the
Lord Jesus; abiding in the truth of hi~ doctrine, and having a godly
concern f0r the honour of his gospel, we prove ourselves obedient
children: and by committing ourselves, and our all into his hands,
waiting his good pleasure when and how, he will perform his promises, on which he hath caused us to hope-it is shewn in patience
we possess our souls. But blessed as the fruits of the omnipotent
Spirit are, who worketh in us both to will and to do of his good
pleasure, we are not called to live on graces, frames, or feelings. No
indeed, but upon the living bread which eame down from heaven,
even he that is food for the hungry, and drink for the thirsty soulwhose blood cleanseth from the foulest stains-whose righteousness
covers, and for cver justifies from the broadest acts of sin and folly;
who is ever in court to shew his people free from blame. W;hose
everlasting arms will never fail to support them, and whose invincible strength will to the uttermost defend them. Whose lips, like
lillies, dropping sweet smelling myrrh (under all discouragements)
kcep saying " Look unto me." Who never will leave, filii, nor forsake the objects of his love: but in defiance of all the powers of
darkness, will establish them with himself in unchanging glory.
To the increasing praise of his most dear and precious name, faith
is given, that we may feed upon these enduring veri tics, and we find
them ever sweet, rich, and new; and though multitudes of pilgrims
bave fed thereon, and been sustained to the entl of their journey
therewith; yet the superhuman and the super-stlbstantial food, has
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not un4ergone any change, but retains unimpaired, all its delicious
and mind invigorating qualities; we may take our fill, and be satis·
tied from day to day, (for freely it is prepared, aod as freely given ;)
and when we o,re gathered to the glorified spirits above; it will be
found the sall)e by all those who follow after, until the consummation
of all things. The rich and green pastures of the everlasting gosprl,
can never lose their verdure-become poor·- be eaten bare- be
scorched up, or made dry, to those who have an uncfon from the
Holy One.
We have good cause to triumph in the unchangeability of our
blessedness. For the love of God is perpetual and one from all eter·
nity, to .all eternity. Yes. God's love to the person's of the elect,
is from everlasting the same, nor doth their sinfulness lessen it; nor
their sanctity increase it, because God in loving their persons, never
considered the\U otherwise than as must perfectly holy, and unblameable in Christ. God's election of persons to grace and glory pro·
ceeded spontaneously from himself, and indeed above any influence
from any being beside himself, that ever wal, is, or shall be. It hath
no fountain but his own bosom, nor any motives, but his sovereign
will. Eph. i. 4, 5, 9, 11. iii. 11. 2 Tim. i. 9 The Father hath
given the pre-eminence to his beloved Son (in wl.om his soul delighteth,I,aiah xlii. 1.) that he should be his elect, and under this character the eternal Jehovah speaks of his beloved one, the true or real
David; " I have mllde a covenant with my chosen"-" I have exalted one chosen out of the people." "Ye are my witnesses, saith
the Lord, and my servant whom I have chosen." And the Jews
understood this title to belong to Messiah, when they mocked him
saying, "Let him save himself, if he be the chosen of God." The
ohurch of the first-burn is God's elect, yet not another elect, or a
diftcrent election, hut included in the ejection of her husband,
and head. "According as he halh chosen us in him before the
foundation of the world." All spiritual blessings, and every gift of
eternal love, were given us only as considered in connexion with
Christ, who is our life, " according to his own purpose and grace,
which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began," therefore we are in due time qualified for that felicity to which we are appointed. There is no specific difference betwixt grace and glory;
grace being glory begun, as glory is grace c@nsummated.
We fcll into the uttermost depths of sin and misery, in and hy the
transgression of our natural head and reot. We are redeemed therefrom,justified and pardoned by the blood of Jesus, " Beingjustified
freely by his grace, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus."
Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? &c. &c. ., In
whom we have the redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness
of sins, according to the riches, of his grace." Thus delivered, acquitted, and our sin and transgression for ever put away, the light of
life shines in upon us: we begin tu discern, and we go on in <,onVOL. X .-.No. IV.
X
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viction of our misery by reason of sin, and the wretched dark~ess under which we were held. But if light only shone to discover our
miserable state, it would be awful indeed; but as it shines freely, so
in the fullest exercise of sovereignty, it expands over the minds in the
riches of glory. "God, who commanded the light to shine out of
darkness, hath shined in our hearts the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God, in the face of Jesus Christ.-So that we, who were
sometime darkness, are made light in the Lord." And this spiritual
union to Christ Jesus, produces faith and love, whereby we enjoy a
communication of the fulness of his grace, anti the transforming
effects are manifest~that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith;
that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, &c.-Again, "Out of
his fulness, or of his fulness, have all we received, and grace for
grace." Our perseverance in truth is inevitable, or growth in grace
inseparable; fo\' thus saith the Holy Ghost by John-" But the
anointing which ye have received of him, abideth in you, and ye
need not that any man teach you j but as the same anointing teacheth you of al1 t hin~s, and in truth, and is no lie, and even as it hato
taught you, ye shall abide in him."
We shall be raised at the last day by the mighty power of our Lord
Jesus Christ, and in his heavenly likenesll, abundance of scripture
-testifie<, and in his immediate presence shall be filled with his inconceivable low, and exalted in his glory, world without end. Thus as
his wisdom drew the eternal plan, so the structure of misery is raised
to perfecfon, in the hand of Jehovah Father, Son, and Spirit, according to his afore-preparation of us to glory.
May it be mueh in remembrance in our minds, through this new
year, that the grace of God in Christ Jesus, cannot possibly be excited by any motive in us, being in itself absolutely free; nor can it
be retarded, 01' withheld througll any wretchedness in us, being
ahsolutely sovereign. Thine in the Lord,

B. J.
--000--

A GU-\RO AGAINST SPIRITUAL ADVERSARIES.

Bc \\alc1!ful, al\<1 strellgthelllhe lhillgs whieh remain, that arc ready to die:
for I have

Ilot

found t h)' works perfect I efure God.

H.r: v.

Ill.

2.

words of our gracious Lord were addressed to the church at
Sanlis, according to the prcceding verse, "And unto the angel of
the cmurch, in Sardis write; These things saith he that hath the
seven Spirits of God, and the se\'en stars; I know thy works, that
thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead." And then follows
the words introduced, as a foundation for the following remarks:
" Be watchfu1." Which are not unsuitable liS a motto for the believer at all times. Some conllider the address to the chUlches of
Asia, to he also of a pi ophetic character; and that our Lord harl
reference therein, \lot only to these churches, but also to the church
in gencral, even unto thc end And it is consequent.Jy considered,
that we are now under the dispensation of the Sardian church
THESE
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sbte, as it regards the order of time, anll as preceding that great
revival and increase, or great gospel day which is yet to come; and
appears to be described in the next dispensation, or church state, viz.
the Ilhiladelphian, of which, among other gracious declarations, it is
said, "Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which
say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold, I will make them
to come and worship before thy feet, /lnd to know that I have loved
thee." verse 9.
The name, 'Sardis,' it appears, may be rendered, " that which
remains;" and Philadelphia signifies" brotherly love, or the love
of a brother."
In the words of our motto or subject, we have exhortat ion, reproof,
and comfort. Exhortation-I' Be watchful ancl strengthen the
things which remain." Reproof-" For, 1 have not found thy works
perfect before God" Comfort-There are " things which 1'emain,
tho' ready to die." And first, Is it not needful, have we not proved
it so, to watch against spiritual adversaries within and without us;
for even the heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately
wicked, who can know it? Who then can truly say, (before him,
who alone searcheth the heart,) my works are perfect before God;
we have then, in the words hefore us, hoth exhortation and reproof.
But to dwell, for a moment, upon the comfort which seems administered hcrein to the afflicted saint, or child of God, who seeth
as ill the Spirit's light, his own deformity. Are there not things which
remain, though it may be-apparently ready to die. Is there no faith,
no hope, no love. Of what will be composed the beautiful and
eternal garments of the church, and of what ~ature will they be, or
can be, short cf the ' righteousness of God.' And how to be realised or obtained, but by, or through the faith of Jesus Christ. Such
as live upon Christ, and by Christ, who dwelleth in the believer by
faith, are those that.eat his flesh, or exercise their faith upon the
acts or works which he performed ill the flesh.
Faith has to do with the precious atonement and sinless obedience
QI'justifying righteousness of the Son of God. And it is well when
the atonement is kept up in the conscience, there is needs be for it,
during the various exercises and conflicts of the child of God. His
precious atonement and justifying righteousness being inseparable.
"Even tQe righteousness of God which is by faith ef Jesus Christ
unto all, and upon all them that believe, for there is no difJerenceFor all have sinned, (Jew and Gentile) and come short of the glory
of God, being justilied freely by his grace, through the redemption
that is in Jesus Christ. Rom. iii. 22, &0. This faith worketh by
love, and rests upon the promise in Christ Jesus and his finished
work. Hope looks forward to the full and everlasting enjoyment
thereof. "And now abideth faith, hope, and charity, (or love) these
three; but the greatest of these is charity." 1 Cor. xiii. 13. .
As the believer cannot enjoy peace or health of soul, witho~lt these
graces of the Holy Spirit, and which are uf his gift in Christ Jesus,
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our J..ord exhorts to watchfulness and prayer, and those means of
grace, which, under the divine blessing, are C'<\lculated to strengthen
his people therein, that they may be " as lively stones built up a
spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritl~al sacrifices,
acceptable to God by Jesus Christ." 1 Peter 2-5. i' Thou hast a
f~w names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments;
and they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy. He
that overcometh the same shall be clothed in white raiment," &c.
" He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches."
Should these few lines be acceptable, they are intended as a mite
of encouragement to the weak in faith.
Camberwell, J?eh. 9, 1885.
, J.:"
.-'\ I :.
F.
--000--'
TH~

TREE OF LIFE.

Blessed is tbe lTlall that walketh not in the counsel vf the ungodly, nor
standelh ill the way of sinners, nor siltelh in tl,Je seat of the scornful. But his
deligbt is in \he law of tbe Lord; and in bis law doth he meditate day and
night. And he sh,I11 be like a tree planted by the rivers of waler, that bring.
etn forth his fruit in h~ season: his leaf also shall not wither, and whatsoevel'
l.e doeth shall prosper.-PsA LM i. 1-3,

abO\'e passage is full of encouragement to every godly soul, and
whtm applied to the mind by the Spirit of truth, it is a stimulus to
a pressing fOl'ward; seeing that every thing concerning the Chl'istitln's life, walk and conversation, shall be fruitful to that wul, who
is brought to love the Lord-to love his trUl h, 10 hate evil, to object
to the way af sinners. and to depart not only from their sins, but to
ke~p no company with such persons; whose ('ounsel is ungodly,
th~iJ ways wicked, and their contempt of God's word break'S out
into open sc6rtlfuln~ss. That being the case with the ungodly. a line
of distinction is drawn, shewing the vast difference between godliness and ungodliness as found in righteous and unrighteous researches, a~ who are godly; the vast difference there is between the
holy and profane.
.,
The subject matter of the text being too long to take up a seperate head on each particular, I shall therefore notice just so much
. of it as will shew the spiritual import thereof, and blessedly deliver
the doctrine from creature glory, and turn it to the glory of God,
~manifest in the flesh. At the same time I am aware that the natur<11
ma,n cannot receive the things of the Spirit of God; for they are
foolishness unto him, neither can he know them, because they are
spiritually discerned, thcret<>re let us who are godly and spiritual
run the race set before us, looking to Jesus the author and fiBisher
of our faith.
Jf the Psalmist m.eant nothing more, than the mere habits of a
man professing godliness, we should have, I think, all the Arminians
in England and elsewhere, lay claim to the character of this blesscd
man. These sort of believers can easily accommodate themselves to
THE

....

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
16.5
the times when no opposition stands in the way, and going with the
current, like dead fish, believe that they are in a very blessed situation, and turning about, what way they may, hy the force of the
stream, think it is sure to prosper; but 1 can tell such, if they
could bear it-that if they were alive they would have to swim
against the current, and not be carried ahout with every wind of
doctrine; and there is scarcely an erroneous ma~ that attempts to
preach out of the bible, who does not say, let the error or delusive
doctrine be what it may, that the HolyGhost saith, or teaches him this
that, and the other, and assert it most vehemently, alld call everyone
that disputes his word a bla~phemer. But who need care what such
men say? the man that meditates God's word, and makes thilt his
delight, knows well that his God does not say one thing and mean
anQther, nor that he has a thousand different meanings to what he
says. God deals out his word in its literal import, and spiritual
significations. and these combined in sweet harmony together, God
has made it to be the food upon which man shall spiritually live.
But to be brief, the man that is spoken of in this psalm appears
clearly to me, to be Christ Jesus, whose delight was in the law of
the Lord, and who said "La I come, in the volume of the book it
is written of me, I delight to do thy will, 0 my God: yea thy law
is within my heart." Psalm xl. 7, 8.
As the beginning and conclusion of the text quoted would not
in any measure agree with the experience of the children of God,
if applied in its na.ive spirituality, it must evidently upply to one in
particular, that whatsover he doeth should prosper, such is not the
case with us in the general, as some of our best doings fail of prosperity, whereby God often humbles us, and thereby a rising pride is
often overthrown, and we hrought to lament our weakness and leanness instead of cherishing the pride of our strength, therefore we
often do a thing very well, and spoil it when we have done, by
sumething that follows, therefore it cannot be said tQ prosper, but
whatsoever )le (Christ) did, prospered.
1t is said of the man above alluded to, that he meditates in God's
law or word, day and night, that is continually. Now as Christ
came to do the will of him that sent him, he not only did it iD word,
but in deed, and in faith, first of all fulfilling the law, on behalf of
his people, and tben atoning for sins, past, present, and to come,
and by his Word and Spirit sanctifies and cleanses his church with
the washing of water by the Wprd, that he may present it to himself
a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing;
but tha~ it should be holy and without blemish. Bph. v. 26,27.Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity,
and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works, Titus
ii. 14. wherefore as Christ was to learn obedience by the things.
which he suffered, he was a doer of the word of Gild, and expounded
to the brethren all the scriptures in Moses and the prophets, things
concerning himself, therefore always his works agreed therewith;
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and although he was not always reading, as we do, for instruction,
nevertheless his mind was continually on them, bringing all his acts
into strict accordance thereto, and having in that manhood the wisdom and power ~f God, as the head of Christ in God, and in him the
fulness of the Godhead dwelt bodily, every act of Christ hecame an
infinite act, whereby he rendered divine law and infinite justice, an
infinite atonement for infinite sin, the sin of Adam, and all the
church in him having sinned against God, and for whom Christ
laboured day and night to expiate their sin, God, in Christ, reconciled the world (his people) to himself, by the death of his Son; and
if Christ had not had the divine nature in addition to the human
nature, he could not have been of any service to the church; but we
of his, fulness have all received, and grace for grace, as lJy and in the
Father's love, and the Son's redemption, we receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit to instruct and comfort us, therefure whatsoever Christ did
for us prospered, and we being justified by faith, we have peace with
God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have access by
faith unto this grace, wherein we stand and rejoice in hope of the
glory Qf God. Rom. v. I, 2.
This blessed man, saith the prophet, shall be like a tree planted
by the rivers of water, that bringt'th forth her fruit in her season;
whose leaf also shall not wither. John saith, "and he she wed me a
pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the
throne of God and of tl,le Lamb, in the midst of the street of it, and on
either aide of the river, WIIS there the tree of life, which bare twelve
manner of fruits, and yielded fruits every month and the leaves of
the tree were used for the healing of the nations." Rev. xxii. I, 2.
Isaiah also iaith " and there shall come forth a rod out of the
stem of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out uf his roots; and the
Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and
understanding, tht' Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord." Isa. xi. I, 2. This shews that the
Ilature of Christ was suitably made to endure sufterings and bear the
sin of his pt'ople.
With regard to the fruit brought forth by Christ in his life, death,
and resurrection, it is well said "like the apple tree among the trees
of the forest, so is my heloved among the sons of men; under his
shadow had I a desire and sat down, and his fruit was sweet unto
my mouth." Cant. ii. 3, and whatsoever he did pruspered, not only
in supplying all the necessities of his people, but also in giviug perfect cure to all diseases; this he does literally as well as spiritually,
Ezek. xlvii. 12. and this brings peace and joy to el'cry awakened
sinner who lives upon Christ's fulncss.
Let us look unto him more particularly as regards his prosperous
work; and here we have a ficld of infinite dimemion to trace. I
have said oUl' blessed Lord finished the work the Father gave him tu
do; John xvii. 4. And John (the porter) said, behold the Lamb or
God that takcth away the sillS of the world, (the people of allllu-
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tions) John i. 29. who was, saith Paul, deli\'ered for our offences
and raised for our justification, Rom. iv. '25. Grace, saith the same
man) be to you from God the Father (Jehovah) and, from our
Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins, that he might
deliver us from this present evil world, according to the 'will of
God and our Fathcr. Gal. i. 3, 4. For there is one God, and
one Mediator between God and man, the Man Christ Jesus;
and he being made perfect by the things that he suffered, became
the author of eternal salvation unto all them that ohey him; then
it follows, that he that hath the Son hath life, and he that hath not
the Son of God hath not life. For he was made to be sin for us,
who knew no sin; or, in other words, was made the atoning sacrifice
for our sins, that we might be made the righteousness of God in
him, by being made acceptable to Goc\·through his righteousnes<;
herein was the work of Christ prosperous indeed, and whatever he
did in his life, death, and resurrection, hath prospereJ, and still doth
prosper on our account, therefore as proof" by his own blood he
entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemptIon for us. How much more, shall the blood of Christ, who throiJgh
the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot of God: purge your
conscience from dead works to serve the living God? for Christ has
not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the
figures of the true; but into hea\'en itself to appear in the presence
of God for us: so Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many,
and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time
without sin unto salvation," Heb. ix. 12, 14,24, 28; and whatever he
doeth shall prosper, as saith the prophet, "yet it pleased the Lord
to bruise him; he hath put him to grief; wheo thou shall make his
soul; an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his
days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his hand." Isaiah
liii. 10. Then Christ having made an end of sin, alld brought in
an everlasting righteousness, it is the will of our God that his people shoul!l not only have the knowledge, but also take the comfort
of it, therefore sait h the same prophet- Comfort ye comfurt ye
my people, sait h your God, speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and
cry unto her that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is
pardoned: for she hath received of the Lord's hand double for nU
her sins." Herein God, who recoIJciJed his people to himself by
the death of his Son, would have the church to accept the living'
salvation with the utmost freedom and thankfulness, seeing it comcs
to them unmerited and out of pure love, so that instead of receiving
the first and second death for sin, they receive life and eternal glory
through Christ Je,us the Lord, who is made unto us of God, wisdom and I ighteousness, sanctification and redemption; and as it is
appointed unto men' once to die, but after this the judgment, so
Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many, and unto them that
look for him shall he appear, the second time, without sin, u.nto
salvatiun.
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The proof of the prosperity of Christ's work .us- the head of the
-church, who is his body, is seen in his salvation, and confined to Us
by his Holy Spirit, through his resurrection from the dead and
ascension to glory; and by the communication of the 'word of truth
sealed in our hearts by that same Spirit i proving that Christ di~d
for our sins according to the scriptures, aod that he has risen from
the dead and become the first fruits of them that slept, and is now
made higher than the heavens; being raised to God's right hund,
far above all principality and power, and might, and dominions, and
every name that can be named, not only in this world but also that
which is to come; therefore whatsoever he did prospered.
Christ is an evergreen in the house of God, standing in the green
pastures of his word, and by the still waters of consolation, to his
poor dear sheep. But to keep close to our point, it is said that he
shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of waters, that will bring
forth her fruits in due season, whose leaf shall not fade, so whatsoever
he shall do shall prosper. The church therefore stands indebted to
Christ as the sun of righteousness for bringing forth the fruits of life
and salvation; his deity, the wisdom and power of God in the human nature, which was given up to sufferings and death for his
people, has enriched the atonement and removed, as far as the east
is from the west, their transgressions, from them wherein the work
of righteousness hy him has brbught peace, and the effect of its
quietness and assurance for ever j wherein God is honored, Christ
is exalted, and the Spirit glotifie(l, and our souls are thereby brought
to enjoy, in the midst of pains, sorrows, trials, diseases, difficulties and
persecutions, and peace of soul that the world cannot give; and
blessed be our God in Christ, they cannot take it away.
Again believer, he is the trce of life to all thy hopes; for it is
written by an able penman, that there is therefore now no cOlldemnation to them that are it) Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh
but after the Spirit. This makes thy faith to live in the midst of
death, and outlives every difficulty, and encourages the soul to hold
on its way; the Lord graciously renewing, teaching, and refreshing,
feeding and keeping thee, all thy journey through; therefore mayest
thou Qraw water out of the wells of salvation, eat of the tree of life,
and apply his precious word, by his Spirit as healing leaves to all
thy sores and not to scrape thyself with broken pots and pans.
It will be seen by you, beloved, that I have applied this precious
psalm to Christ; and I have done so for this reason, as he is the
head of the body the church, it appears to him best suited.
And, lastly, in order to exalt the greatness and shew the real
excellency of his person, it may not be amiss here to glance at the
closing words of the psnlm, to finish off to advantage so much as
has been consistently said upon the subject; and it must be admitted,
that by placing a very bad thing alongside of a very good one will
tend to prove, evidently, the goodness of the one alld the badness of
the other, whereby the evil mindedness and contempt that men
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have, and manifest towlUds God and goodness, is seen, and their
end discovered, whereby Christ, and his people in him, are discovered to advantage, shewing their real excellency. ," The wicked are
not so, but like the chaff which the wind driveth away, therefore the
wicked shall not stand in the judgment nor sinners in the assembly
of the l'ighteous; th,e Lord knoweth the way of the righteous, but
the way of the wicked shall perish." But the Lord's people who
are his portion, and the travel of his soul, shall never perish, neither
shall any man be able to pluck them out of the Son or Father's
hands. Amen.
Islingto1l, January 1835.
JOHN STYLE.
EHRATA.
Page 8i, line 26, fur fosting Leah, rea,d, fostering Leak
- 41 ,for father's goods, read father's god;.
---ooo--~

'rHB BLAiPHEMY OF THE PRl~-EXISTENT MALE-SOUL FABLE,
TRADITION OF THE PHARISBBS.

11£1.1<;

(Conttnuedfrom p. 123)
Gud is not a man, that he sholllJ lie; neither the son of man, that he should
repent: hath he said. and shall he not do it r or, hath he spoken, unci shall he
tlOtmake it guod ?. NUMB. XXIII. 19

" HE that committeth sin is of the devil, for the devil sinneth from the
beginning." To the old serpent may be traced all those reasons by
which the wise and prudent, Luke x. 21. nre beguiled to believe
that the seed of the woman doth ' strictly speaking,' mean matter!
Amongst those reasons it has been suggested, that the seed of the
woman could only mean the matter of which Christ's body was prerared, because Christ's human soul must have pre-existed, otherwise
Jesus Christ did not exist. Mr. John Stevens, in his first Letter to
Dr. Hawker, has by way of argument insisted on this, and it is one
of his prop~ to the pharisaical fable, to wit, the pre-existence of the
human-soul of Christ, and to the pre-existerian notion, that God
created the world by this human soul. In p. 29, Stevens says,
" God did not create all things by a mere character, neither does
the phrase Jesus Christ, very well apply to a person merely divine,
because it signifies the anointed Saviour; and a divine person cannot be anointed. And what solidity of thought is there in supposing the apostle merely intended to inform his readers, that the Father
created all things by his Son, under the name of Jesus Christ. And,
after all, if the Son of God was not in reality Jesus' Christ, then he
must have created all things only as God, for Jesus Christ could
neither will ·nor do before he existed. Neither would God the
Father repute his Son to be what he was not '1-. It is the giving of '
, ., If Mr. Stevens really gave God q;edit for this, he woulU not have contra·
dieted the testimony of the Holy Ghost, nor have made the God of truth u liar
tn the revelation of himself.
VOL. X.-No IV.
.
Y
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the mme Jesus Christ so frequently to a Divine Pe1'son, while the
manhood is denied to have existed under the Old Testament, and
dealing so much in figurative language, that keeps up such continued
confusion ill the minus of plain and unlearned Christians ...."
.Before 1 proceed, let it be remembered that Mr. John Stevens is
a man of reason-a framer of syllogisms; one that saith, that sin is
not a positive thing, but a negative thing beyond a doubt. Therefore, the believer, should not be surprised at his doctrine of a nondescript Trinity, a began-tu-be Father, a began-to-be-Sun, and a
began-to-be Holy Ghost, who will hereafter lay aside these beganto-be characters, aad be a non-descript Trinity again. Nor will the
believer be surprized at other abominations that remain to be exposed.
The serpent who beguiled Eve is the first reaSOller upon record.
He began his attack by questioning Eve as to the truth of God. By
1'eflson he persuaded her that God was a liar, and that Gou withheld
from her that fruit which would make her wise, as wise as Gods.
Eve was so beguiled by serpentine reasons, that although she had as
much, if not more, right reason, than any of her fallen children have
had since, yet she, instead of belieying God's word, reasoned as all
equally reasonable creatures would do, that the forbidden fruit was
'desirable to make her wise. She therefore, with all the advantages
of her rigllt reason, transgressed God's holy law, although the wages
of her sin wa, death. Since that time, it would be strange indeed,
if the serpent and his seed were to leave off reasoning, or that great
reasoners should not be mockers of believer's baptism, alld repre
sent the God of truth, who is without variablelless, to be a began-tobc·Father, &c.
No metaphysician, no mathematician, no logician, no right reasoner could ever explain the mystery of iniquity, 2 Thess. ii. 7. or give
a true account of sin; for sin is exceeding sinful, beyond any thing
that the apostle Paul could express. If any mere man possessed
right reason, surely Adam did . Yet he knew nought of the mystery
of iniquity, until after his reason became depraved; for previous
thereto, as the scripture saith, he did not know evil.
Surely it is no marvel, that men \\'ho know no more of sin, than its
bein'g a negative thing beyond a doubt, should vainly imagine and
assert, that until the soul-part of .Jesus Christ's humanity existed,
Jesus Christ was a mere cltaracte1'. And that unless the soul-part
of Jesus Christ's humanity pre-existed Adam'sfull humanity, Jesus
Christ woulJ not be older than Adam, that Jesus Christ did not exist; neither could Jesus Christ have created all things t. If the
. .. There never was a truly plain and unlearned Christian, but has t'ejoiced
in the fact, that the name, Jesus ClIr'ist, is given so frequently to a Divine Person, although that fact is confusion tofree-tltinkers and 11lockers.
t In dependallce on tbe Lord's graciolls will, I hope in a future paper, to
expose another proflil;ale part of the pre-existerian-soul'creed, to wit, "that
the soul is sillless, as to formally immoral qualities, amI as it comes out of
Gou's IlauU )ot void of positive IlQlilless, which was lost in the faU of Adam,"
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reader has forgotten what I requested might be remembered, he will
no doubt express surprize that a man of reason, and a syllogizer, as
Mr. John Stevens is, should be such a pre-existeriangudgeon, and of
such fishy pre-eminent notions as to believe, that a IJart only of Jesus
Christ's humanity, did nevertheless constitute him the man Jesus
Christ. I say, making Christ, as he admits, an imperfect man Jesus
Christ; because he declares in his" Scripture Display," p. 210,
that a man ha! a body, but an angel has not; and in p. 206, that
Christ had an intelligent soul, but not a body. And in p. 219, he
declares, that the body in union with the soul, constitutes the man;
therefore his Christ, according to his dicta, was nut a man at all, for
be had not a body. Without one scripture to support his jable,
he holds Christ up to the contempt of free-thinkers who do not profess to believe in the scriptures, and he mocks us, by telling us it is
out of love to the Lord Jesus Christ. After such an instance of
gross ignorance, and of enmity to the seed of the woman, we ought
not to be surprized that so learned a disciple of the pharisees, one
so exceedingly zealous in disseminating their traditions, should have
turned aside to vain jangling, become a teacher of tile law, understanding neither what he says nor whereof he affirms. If he did, he would
never have ascribed the sole act of the begetting of Christ's human
soul to the Father, in order to make a God the Father and a God the
Son. Then indeed he got out of his line, "so as neither to understand ~Iimself, nor be understood by any of hi" readers to edification."
We may, therefore, presume that like Saul of Tarsl!s in his unregenerate state, he from ignorance and un belief verily thinks he ought
to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth j or he
would never have written to Dr. Hawker a second Lettt:r, and tht:rein
boldly assert that, " The titles, Jesus Christ, are never applied to a
person merely divine, nor did he' believe the contrary could be de·
monstrated." Second Letter, p. 3-1.
Before I demonstrate, from the scriptures, what this soul-preexisterian says cannot be demonstrated, I heg to observe, that Messiah
is an Hebrew noun, and not a participle, and therefore, correctly
translated, means an anointer, and an unction one, as well as an
anointed one. And no one, whom our Lord hath baptized, 01' anointed with the Holy Ghost, the oil ofgladness, will say, that Jesus
Christ is not an Anointer and an Unction one. See Zech. xii. 10.
1 John ii. 20. To the church at Corinth the Holy Ghost testified,
The body antecedent to its union with a rational soul, is not the subject qf moral
obligation. being a mere animal so nOI formally sinful, but w hen it becomes
united with a reasonable soul, " (the sillless one before mentioned) it comes
under the law of the Creator: t!ten, whatever is found in soul or body thus
united contrary to the nature and authority of God, is formally Sil!fitl, and justly
punished." Stevens' Second Letter to Dr. Hawker, p. 45.
Reader, compare this sinless soul and body, with Rom. v. 14. ahd ask yourself the question, whether infants, who died and never sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression, received death as the wages due to sinless
sonls and bodies not sinful?
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that Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God, divine
attributes, which Stevens says are not leatfld in Christ's humanity,
that God could not give them to him, neither could Christ as man
reccive them. Then the title Christ, is applied to a person merely
divine, if Mr. Stevens' sentiments be true.
"As the holy oil," says a spiritual writer, U under the law consecrated certain persons to particular offices, so the holy unction of
Christ's divinity.• communicated to the humanity all those glories
and perfections, which exalted the name of Jesus above every name:'
Again. What a prophetic address is made of him in the 45th
Psalm! "Thy throne, 0 God, is for ever anli ever: the sceptrc of
thy kingdom is a right sceptre. Thou lovest righteousness, and
hatest wickedness; THERKBORE,O (lOD," "for so it might have
stood, saith Mr. Ambrose Serle," THY GOD HATH A.NOIN1'XD THEE
WITH TH E OIL OF GLADNESS, above or for (as it may be translated)

tllY fellows.
When .Jcsus Christ was anointed in the days of his flesh, the Holy
Spirit, was upon Mm, to comfort them that mourn. The Spirit
Jehovah is upon me, saith Jesus, because Jehovah hath anointed
me, to preach ~o.od tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind
up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captiYes, and the
opening of the prison to them that are bound; to proclaim the
acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all that mourn; to appoint unto them that moum in
Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil ofioy for mourning,
the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness: that they might be
called trces of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he might
be glorified. Isaiah lxi. 1-3.
2. JellOsllua, and not Joshua, is the Hebrew appellative noun for
Jesus: for which see Numb. xiii. 16. 1 Chron. vii. 27. This misnomcr, Joshua for Jehoshua, is the act of the translators, unwarranted by t.he Hebrew text! JchoshuR, signifies thc self-existent
Saviour. Therefore the title~ Jesus Christ signify .< the selfexistent Saviour the Anointer." And blessed are they UJ!W have
{/n. mUlion ft'om this Holy One. 1 John ii. 20.
The reader
can not therefore be surprised that such spiritual men, as Dr.
Hawker and ()ther~, should preach the true pre-eristence of Jesul
Ch1'iSt, THE WORD 01" Goo,-Jesus Christ the same yesterday,
and to day, and for ever. Hebrews xiii. 7,~. Against this text
thc powers of darkness have made many an assault, but never
prevailed! In the first voloume of Dr. Hawker's works tlH're
RI e eight sermons upon the true pre-existence of Jesus Christ, tile
truth whereof has been confirmed by the scriptures and the Holy
Spirit.
Mr. .J ohn Stcvens says, <C divine perfections, liS self-existence,
eternity, omnipotence, al'(\ the like, are incommunicable, they can
only be possessed hy ,wtu]'(', nnd not hy '!liilt. Christ as man cann"t l'ereive them, neither call { od I{if'(' thelll unto Mm. As a (Li-
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vine person he has them, togetlleT' with the Father and the Spirit,
uut they are not seated in his humanity, nor used hy it. To suppose such a thing, is to put the author for the instrument he made,
and is subjecting him to the work of his own hands." 1st. Letter to
Dr. Hawker, p. gO.
From Stevens' statement, it is very evident that he believes immutability, a divine perfection, was not seated in Christ's human
nature, and that Christ, as man, could not receive it. Moreover,
his argument is that Christ, as a divine person only, had divine perfectionsj for they could not be given to his humanity.
Now, if this be true, it is very evident that "the titles Jesus
Christ are applied to a person merely divine," and to what Mr.
Stevens calls, abstmct divinity; for the Holy Ghost testifies that
Jesus Christ is ~mmutable, the SAME, yesterday, and to day, and for
ever. Even John Allen, Stevells' brother pre-existerian, declares
this to be true. He says;" immutability, a divine attribute, is expressly applied to Jesus Christ,-it shines forth in luculent beams
in Christ, Heb. xiii. 8. Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day,
and forever:' Alien's Sp. Mag. i. 272. This divine attribute, Stevens
says, can only be possessed by nature, that Christ as man could noil
receive it, that God could not give it to him, and that it is not
seated in Christ's humanity. And therefore the titles Jesus Christ
are applied to his immutable divine person merely.
If another authority were necessary for the weak, in addition to
Stevens' own demonstration, and Alien's admission, I might add,
the note of Dr. Guyse upon this text He says, "there is a strong
emphasis in this word, the same (6 autos) for it is a characteristic of
the unchangeable permanency of the great Jehovah of Israel, the
I AM, Psalm cii. 27. which is applied to Christ, in Heb. i. 1L
Thou art the same.
Again. Stevens demonstrates that omnipotence is incommunicable; that Christ as man could not receive it, neither could God give
it unto him, that it is not sealell in Christ's humanity, nor used by it:
therefore the man Christ could not create the worfd, for nothing short
of omnipotence could do it, neither could God saith he, give to Christ
omnipotent power, nor could tile man Christ use it. This is
Stevens' demonstration, which proves the titles Jesus Christ, Q1'e
applied to his Divine Person, or abstract divinity; for Jesus Christ,
created all things; an Act of omnipotence. Eph. iii. 9.
And to which may be added, that precious revelation in Eph. iit.
17-19. of the love of Christ, which the Holy Ghost declares to be
infinite, the pleroma, the fulness of God! Now, as Stevens says,
the human nature of Christ had not one Divine Perfection seated in
it; that Christ as man could not receive it, nor God give it to him,
then the title, Christ, in this scripture, according to Stevens' own
demonstration, is applied to a person merely divine. Again, Jesus
Christ bejore lie took upon him the form of a servant, was EQUAL
WITH GOD. Here is abstract divinity hcfor~ he took the form of any
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creature, See Phil. ii. 5, 6; it was the mind of Christ Jesus so to
do, when he was equal with the Father and the Holy Ghost! Then
the titles Jesus Christ are applied to a person merely divine. This
last scripture was very galling tu the Pre-existerian Grotius. That
great reasoner could not believe it, no more than John Stevens,
because it seemed so unreasonable: he therefore did his utmost to
pervert it, insomuch that Dr. Owen believed he wilfully misinterpreted that and other scriptures, for Grotius was not a pedant, but a
learned man, as regards the Greek langllage. It is remarkable, that
Grotius and Stevens, have both written in defence of the scripture~ ;
and therehy concealed their deadly hatred to the scriptures they
pervert. They prefer in some instance~, when an original word has
various meanings"the most contemptible interpretation, in reference
to the LORn Christ, such as liidden time imtead of everlasting; and
with the most arrogant impudence, Stevens will tell you, he does it
out of love to the Lord. But this wickedness I hope to expose in a
future essay, when I notice St.evcns' interpretation of Gen. i. 26.
Col. i. IS. &c. Rev. iii. 14. &c.
Believer, I have not made use uf Stevens' demonstrations from
an idea they would have any authority with you, but for the purpose,
and for the benefit of Stcvens and those persons called gudgeons,
who receive sentiments as Stevens received the pre-existerian fable,
the non descript Trinity of testifiers, and the perversion of "I AM"
into" I was," &c, to wit, as young rooks, he says, received food
from their dams.
There are more scriptures, where the titlcs, Jesus Christ, are so
applied; but as Stevens and his disciples, do not believe these,
neither would he, nor his disciples be persuaded, though one rose
from the dead. Luke xvi. 31.
I hope the reader will now be prepared to answer every fabler with
his pre~existerian cant, who with a supercilious air says, that Jesus
Christ must he older than Adam; concealing under smooth words
his deadly enmity to the seed of the woman, and by crafty words
persuading his poor fellow creatures, that wc dQ not honour the
Lord Jesus Christ as much as the proud disciple of the pharisees,
who nenies the self-existence of Jesus Christ, and has the impudence to declare the titles Jesus Christ are never applied to a person merely divine, that the contrary cannot be demonstrated; and,
further, that until his human soul existed, he was a mere character.
(To be Continued.)
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AN ACCOUNT OF THR LAST DAYS OF THE DUKE OF GLOUCESTER,
COMMUNICATED BY THB RBV. MR. SNELL, CLERGYMAN OF WINDLESHaM, NEAlt CHOBHA-M, SURRY.

Saturday, Nov. 22, 1834.
" Not

...

mall)"

lIoblc,

1I0t mUII)O

mighty are culled."

I WENT by appointment 10 Bagshot-park, to administer the communion of the Lord's Supper to the duke of Gloucester. It had been
settled that only theDuches, was to receive it with him. He had received it at the parish church six weeks ago. The Duke wished
previou~ly to sce me alone; h~ was siting up in his bed,- when,
taking me by the hand, he said, "My dear Snell, 1 am very desirous
of receiving the Lord's Supper, and of receiving it from your hands,
whom I have known so many years." I said, "forty." "No,"
he replied, "not forty till next February." He continued, " Our
lives are in the hand of God, and he alone can tell whether 1 shall
recover. My impression now is, that having lasted so long, I shall;
twenty-four hours ago I thought not, but I am resigned to his will.
To say that 1 wish to die would be wrong, for that would imply that
I thought myself fit to appeal' in the presence of the Almighty; that
]~certainly am not.
1 have sinned against God in thought, word,
and deed; bUI I earnestly repent. There can be no forgiveness; no
pardon of sill but through the merits of my blessed Redeemer; every
thing depends upon his atol\ement; his blood can cleanse from all
sin. I implore IJardon fur every thing that I have done amiss. If I
have done or said any unkind thing to any person whatever, I am
for it; alJd I sincerely forgive any who have wished to
.heartily.sorry
.
"
1I1Jure me.
All this was sait! in a manner that convinced me it came from the
heart.
He then said, "If every thing is ready, send for the Duchess." ,
I hegan with the Communion for the Sick; he repeated the Collect
after me. During the whole service he always used the first person. When he had finished the Collect, he said "beautiful." "I
then observed, that as he had been confessing his sins and offences
to Almighty God, 1 then prayed by him, the words of which he repeated most devoutly. Before I began the Communion Service, he
desirerl me to say what Christ commanded his disciples when they
enterrd an hOllse. Having s:lid the words-Peace be to this house>
and to all that dwell in it ;-he responded, Amen, Amen.
At the end of the address, "ye that do truly and earnestly repent
you, of your sins," he observed, <c I cannot kneel, my illness wiJl
not permit me; but my heart is humble."
It was his invaiable custom in the days of his health and strength
in addresses to God, to offer up his petitions in the humblest posture, meekly kneeling upon his knees.
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In praying to God to " have mercy upon him," he paused; and
then said " Mercy is every thing. 0 God have mercy upon me,
my dear wife, and my sister, and you, my dear, Sir, and all my
household and friends." He then began the Confession, and went
through it with great fervidness of devotion. Having said " God
so loved dle world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should not perish, uut have everlasting life,"
he desired me to stop, and for a considerable time his eyes were
fixed on the passage, and he was in deep meditation. He then said,
" Now go on," When I had finished that part of the prayer,
" Drink ye all of this for the remission of sins," he desired me to
repeat it, and then added, " 1 hope for mine also," After this he
repeated and said, " Glory be to God in the highes~." He then
asked for the blessing, and after that, for the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ.
The service being ended, he desired me to read part of our Burial
Service. "I know that my Redeemer livcth," As I was beginning
he complained of exhaustion, and asked me to come on thc morrow
and read it, as also the first chapter of St. John's Gospel; at the
same time expressing a wish that I would read it when he was dying. He then said " the Duchess must be much fatigued after all
her exertions and kind attentions to me; go with her and compose
her."
Her Royal Highness had conol1cted herself during the whole trying scene with great calmness and compusure, and with no small
firmness of mind; for indeed it was very llffeeting. 1 must add, the
Duke expressed his gratiLUde for all the comforts he enjoYl'd-for
the great attentions he had received from the Duchess, from his
medical attendants, and all about him; and then said, " By doing
this, layin~ his hand on the table, 1 can have the first physician and
surgeon from London, and every comfort to alleviate my sickness,
whilst the poor man in the village is takcn ill, thrown out of his
work, and his family in absolute want." He never forgot the poor in
his alms.
Upon one occasion in prayer, he asked mc if he might say m.fJ
God. I answered, .< yes; he might say more," "My father's
God," quoting Exodus xv. 2. He took hold of my hands, saying,
"Thank you, thank you, J never knew what happiness was till
now."
On the Thursday following, the Duke ag/lin received the Lord's
Supper, with the Princess his sister, and the Duchess, with the
same feeling of devotion as on the former occasion. In the course
of the service, he was praying extempore, Md I was particularly
struck with the following expressions: "0 my Lord and Saviout
Plead for me, plcad for me! Intercede for me! Witbout thec I alll
lost! Send thy Holy Spirit to strengthen and support me!" Afterwards hc said with me the Tc-Deum; and when I had. finished it,
he said, " Begin aguin at, Thou art the Killg of Glory, 0 'Christ;
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thou art the everlasting Son of the Father." He then desired two
prayers to be said out of the Litany, whieh his Father had repeated on his death bed.
I never witnessed a more gratifying scene. It was truly delightful to sce three pe.rsoIls in the highest rank of life, so entirely for·
getting all earthly grandeur, and desirous only of throwing themselves at the feet of their Saviour, and pleading his atonement, as
the only ground of hope, pardon, and forgiveness. 0 that we had
many such examples of real godliness among the great ones of our
land!
The outer man was visibly decaying; but, blessed be God the
inner man was renewing day by day. On Saturday he was very weak,
and his voice feeble. He then said to me, in my offering up praycr
and thanksgiving; ";continue to pray for me," During the night, he
said distinctly, the following short, but fervent effectual prayer of
the humble Publican -" God be merciful to me, a sinner," Not
long afterwards he became insensible, and remained in that state for
about twelve hours; when near seven o'clock, on Advent Sunday,
without a groan or a sigh, " he fell asleep in Jesus," and angels
bore the immortal spirit to the bosom of his Saviour and his God.
Multis ille bonis lilebilis occitlit.

T. SNELL.

OBITUARY
MR. JOHN CANAWAY.

DEPARTED this life, after an extended and painful illness, on the 2d.
of March, Mr. John Canaway, late of Portsea; iu a f~1I assurance of
faith, and with a longing desire to drop at the feet of his Redeemer,
there to cast his crown of praise, and to mingle with that innumerable company who are singing the song of Moses lInd the Lamb.
My brother, you are now sleeping in Jesus. God by his grace,
made you freely accepted in the beloved, not through any perfection
wrought, infused, or poured into you; your fulness of perfection of
righteousness was in Christ. You knew you were complete in him.
Being a partaker of the first resurrection, the second death has no
power over you. Whilc you lived, yOIl were the Lord's, and when
you died you were the Lord's. Your flesh now rests in hope, while
your disembodied spirit is in full consummation of el'erlastin~
felicity- Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord!
.
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Theological Review-.
By the Rev. R.
Vaughan, Professor of Ancient and Modern History in the University of London.-Jackson and Walfol'd.

1'he Causes of the CorrUplio'ltS of ClIriiitianily.

AMONG the many subjects on which the human intellect can he employed, there can be Hone so interesting, 8S to trace the histary of
man in various periods. To contemplate him in all his different
situations-to trace the gradual expansion of those powers of the
mind which has been exclusively bestowed upon him, and to mark
the causes which have contributed to their developement, is an employment every way worthy of our intellectual faculties.
The respectable writer now before us, treats his subject with much
perspicuity, and with a correctness ot arrangement. It possesses a
classical chastity, nor does its merits rest Oil any comparative standard; it has a strong claim to our approbation, so that we may say it
may be ranked among the first rate performances of philosophical
inquiry.
We could with pleasure follow this agreeable writer in assigning
the causes of the corruptions of Christianity, and in tracing its progress through A~ill, Egypt, Greece and Rome, and to our country,
did the nature of our Publication permit us to indulge our own inclination; as sllch, we must leave the reader to the work itself. We can
only ~pare room to give a syllabus of the contents of tne work, with an
extract
two which have struck us in the perusal.
The subject is comprised in nine lectures, arranged in the following order : .
Lecture I. On the Corruptioll of Christianity from Tendencies in
the present Condition of Humnn Nature.
Lecture
On the Corruption of Christian ity from Tendencies in
the present Condition of Human Nature.
Lecture HI. On the Corruptions of Christianity from Misapprehensions of J udaisOl.
Lecture IV. On the Corruption of Christianity from Misapprehensions of Judaism.
Lecture V. On the Corruption of Christianity from the Influence
of Gelltile Philosophy.
Lecture VI. On the Corruption of Christianity from the Influence
of Gentile Philosophy.
Lecture VII. On the Corruption of Christianity from the Influence
of Gentile Philosophy.
Lecture VlIJ. On the Corruption of Christianity from the Influence of Ancient Paganism.
.
Lecture IX. On the Corruption of Christianity from the Influcnce of Ancient Paganism.
Mr. Vallghan lays down a fundamental position, namely, that

or
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In examining thl' Causes of tl.e Corruptions of Ohristianity, it will bc imporlant that we elldeavolll' to determine what may, or may not bc re~arcled
'IS matter affecting the purity or perfectness of the revealed system of things
which the term Christianity is employed to denote,
He goes on to say that,
The view of this system which first presents itsdf to an unprejndiced mind,
is that of a divinely appointed remedy, adopted by Infinite W'isdom and CcJleficence to the necessities of a fallen world, And whatever shall serve to
obscure or misrepresent, the announcements of the gospel with respect to thc
moral state of the human race, or as to the nature of its own mercifnl pruvisions, we regard as prodncing a corruption of the christiall doctrine, W,hen
tlllse eommnni('ations are mntilated, mixed up with what is rcpuguant to
them, 01' made conducive to etrects foreign frolll their prolJer tendcncy', they
are manifestly deteriorated :-they no longer possess their true character, or
are they se~m in a state of separation,from those heavenly aspirations and those
benign rcsnlts with wkich, if lel't to their due course, they will ever he connected. The doctrine of the Trinity; the plolJer deity of the Saviour; the
reality llnd efficacy of his substitution in the place of the guilty; the personality of the Holy Spirit, together with al! his ol'dinary influences in the regcneration and salvation of the soul,-these we view as essential truths of J evelation, truths to which nothing may'be added, and from which nothing may
be taken.
What ,ye say of the system of doctrine presented in the gospel, we say also
o()f its moral rode. In this respect, as ill the former, it is sufficient and complete, lhallhe man III God ma!! be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all guou
works,
•
Nor do we hesitate to affirm that the polity and worship appropriate to tllis
last and perfected economy 0 f revpale,! truth, are so far indicated, in their
general principles in the New Testament, us to make it certain that what has
.obtained in these respects with the majority of professing Christians, in nearly
every age partakes much less of the simplicity of primitive usage, than of those
corruptions in religion which owe their origin to human weakness and depravit)'.

He remarks, when speaking of the corruptions of Christianity
,even they have often been overruled for its advantage, and that the'
.causes producing them have generally been of so mixed a description,
as to render it impossible that human wisdom should ever determine
their apportionment of good and evil.
After tracing the complex nature of the causes producing the corruption of Christianity, the writer enters upon the physical cause,
alld then canvasses the opinions of various description of character,
both of individuals, and of mankind in classes, whose notions are as
different as their countenances. Speaking of the use of this subject,
the author justly and most pointedly observes, at the end of one of his
lectures, that
This summary and consecutive view of the ancient systems of philosophy.
has been rendered necessary by the manncr in which the doctrines included
in them baTe become connected with Christianity, and have provedl the occasion of its injury. But the general information which it conveys, in regaru to
the character and history of the human mind, should not Le uninteresting,
We yield to vulgar delusion, if we suppose that these by-gonc opinions
arc matters w itb which we can have no pradiral ('OAcern, The reeonJs of
foUy and extravagance lTIay suggest the lessol~s of "j,dolll and lTIoderation.
They are beacons along the troubled sea we InlHl Iv J '\Vi gate ; and which, so
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far from beill~ valueless, may prove the most efIicient means of our personal
safety. To be llnacquainted with these instances of failure or excess, when
forming a judgment on the general capability of the human mind, must be to
conclude from partial premises, and to conclude, in consequence, defectively,
ol'ten erroneously. The maTlY aberrations on the subject of religion, and on
many other matters, in our own time, are really little else than a recurrence of
former errors, and a re~urrence of them which might not have taken place, at
least to the same extent, if the in5t~,uction furnished by the past had been duly
improved. Wheu, for example, we see our contempllraries ensuared by pretenders to supel'Jlatural powers and special inspiration; w hen we see the most
uscetic ailS of spirituality, accompauied with an habitual indulgence of the
most malevolent passious; when we find the loftiest elements of pride concealed under the ~arb of a lowly insignificauce; is it nothing to know that
these are ouly some of the forms which human nature has been ever assuming, sometimes in connexion with the true religiou, sometinws wi tll the false,
and sometimes wilhout the aid of any religious influence whatsoever? Man is,
indeed, a mysterious being ... his heart, who can know it? The web of his meutal llnd moral state is always woven from iunumerable threads; and those
who have studied his lustory the most are most convinced that in more than
une respect he is fearfully and wonrlerJitlty made. A sense of our common
clanger should induce a common sympathy, and lead us not only to implore
the divine guidauce for ourselves, but to intercede with the lenderest solicilnde
fOI' such as may have elTed from the truth.
Mr. Vaughan descanting on the corruptions of Christianity from
the Gentile philosophy, in a part of his lecture thereon, remarks, that
there were classes of expositors, to whom he had been refering, whose
solicitude was less to discover what the scriptures really teach, than
to ascertain what they may be made to teach. In illustrating this
particular, he takes a view of Clement of Alexandria and of Origen.
Of the former he says,
He maintained the existence of the pre edi ng worlds, formed from the sub·
stance of the present; that he described the planets as animated bodies; that
he proelairnecl the eterllity of matter; and his belief in tbe transmigration of
souls. His account of the birth of Eve was 1I0t only ditrerent from what is
given ill scripture, bnt such as not to bear repeating. He spoke of the an~els
us having been ensnared to impurity by the beauty of women ; and, with other
strange cloctrines, held an unintelligible dogma, which distinguished between
a Word that became incarnate, and a superior Word wlJich has remained invisible, and which is alone the word of God". It is proper to add, that Clement lived to modi(y s01l1e of these opinions, and that others were wholly
abandoned before his decease; but how must he have explained the oracles
of truth to have made tllem agree in any measUre with such notions?
In the scheme of Origen there were many speculations. of this unauthorizell
description, even to the end or his days. He sometimes spoke of the Redeemer
so as to appear to favor the Arian hypothesis. There are, however, innumerable passages in which his language on this point is strictly orthodox, and
these oblige us to conclude that his less accurate expressions were an effect of
the great evil of his system unc] his times, which consisted in an attempt to
distinguish and dflline on riJaHers or religion to a degree IT.uch beyond the capabilities of the human milld. It is certain, however, that he viewed the
souls or men as passing into their presellt connexion with the body and
the earth from some pre-e,xisting state, the measure of their delinquency in
that former stale havin~ determined the measure of their debasement in the
present. He also speaks of them as existing 1'1'010 eternity. Angels he de·
of
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8crilicJ as being in sOllle degrcc corporeal. the bodies of Ihe ftll)cn among
theln partAking of a nearer approach 10 visible substan(~c, The death of the
Saviour', which, in some mystic sensc, he understood to "ave taken plm'c in
other wOllds besides our own, he regards as having imparted a benign innuence to the destiny of all rational natmes. Its ultimate en'ect, he atlirmed,
wonlJ be u nni\'ersal restoration ;-even the fallen augels being raised once
more to the possession of their long-lost glory and happiness. The docl rin(~
of original sin he can hardly be said to have embJ'aceu in any form, and his
wbole 6)'stem was deeply imbuNI with Pelagianism. Hli! also taught 1he existence of a state of contrite ,nfl"ering as awaiting the disembodied spirits even
of goocl men, antI which he c,xplilined as being that fire through which all such
spirits must pass befol e ascending to the celestial rel;ions. Duriug a season
they might be doomed to rove about the earth, but, becomiug at length pure,
they will rise to a state of intimate union with the Divine nature, and thus
attain the higbest state of felkity, But no creature can be so elevated as to
be se ure from falling, even to the lowest hell! and, iR the g,'eat and ceaseless
revolution of all spiritual and all material tbings; the most fallen may some
day ascend to the place of the most ennobled ". Again Ihen we ask, what
violence must not have been done to the langnage of the word of God, before
men professing to receive il as snch could- have been found, not only retaining,
but zealous in avo" al of opinions like these? For it must be remembered,
that the great objection to most of these fancies is most simply that they are
llnauthol'lzed by revelation, but that they directly contravene it, and in some
of its mo~t important provisions.
We have dwelt the longer On this hranch of our inquiry, not only from its
great general importance, but from the fact that the corruptions of Christianity
which did Ilot originate in the false theories we have noticed were all greatly
str'engthened by the.", The }o'athers have not been without imitators in their
various methods of scriplural interpretation, even in our own time I and their
theories, pushed to the same foolish extent, have been generally adopted for
the sake of errors hardly less extravagant. It is our happiness to live at a
time when the vicious methods of expounding holy writ to which reference
has been made, have less lolerance than in any pre('eding age of the church,
But in this department we have much to unlearn, anJ much to acquire. Never
were the means of biblical criticism 50 ample, and lIever were they upon the
whole so well applied. Instances, however, still occur, in which ignoranee
usurps the place of knowledge, allowing the imagination and the passions to
encroach on the province of reason; and others, in which reason itself, prond
in its assumed sutIicienc)', and wedded to a wretched literalism, is found at
issue with the spirit and power of the book it essays to interpret. There is an
enthusiasm founded on natural capability and self-cuIlure, which leads astray
as variollsly and as fatally as that which results flom pretensions to personal
01' divine illumination It is by availing himself diligently and devoutly of Ihe
natural, and the supernatural, that a wise man arrives at a know ledge of the
truth. Men are enjoined to seek for snch knowledge as for hid treasnre, and
are at the same time assureu that if they find the object 01 their search, it is.
because the gracious Being who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shone illto theil' heart t.
The following remark we cannot pass over, it ought to be engraveD
on the breast of every reader.
Correct views of the Divine nature, constitute the only fuundation of proper
obedience to the Divine 'Wilt. lIellce, misconception with r('gard to the object of worshi p, mnst attach its consequences to onr character and cOllduc
'" Opera Prefatio.
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Until well instructed on the subject of .tbe Divine perfections, we must continue incapable of juuging with respect to the claims tliey p06sess on our
homage and confidence! w bile false views can only produce false impreisions,
and lead tu mistaken effort. Men must know God, befor~ they can glorify him
as God :-and it is in this connexion between knowledge and sanctity that we
find tlie profound import of the Redeemer'" emphatic saying-This is life
eternal, to know thee, the only true God, and Jeslts Christ whomtholL hast sent.
We must now draw to a close in this interesting article, and take
our leave of the ingenious and pleasing writer, as also from a work
which may be named-A dissertation on theology, intellectual, physical and civil; wherein man makes a prominent figure, " boasting
himself to be somebody," but corrupt from head to foot And though
we have reached to the grand revolving point of our circle, and live
at a time when men boast of a superior light-when learning and
knowledge prevail to a considerable extent, we are forced to confess,
that the great bulk of mankind respecting spiritual concerns, grope
as the blind in darkness, who heap to themselves leaders as blind as
themselves. So that as the wise man said, there is nothing Ilew
under the sun; in every age there have been m'en corrupted, and
corrupting one another, perverting God's testimony. and their progeny has continued to the present moment; for turn which way you
will we have god's many and lord's many. Nevertheless in every
period of the church, God has never heen without a seed to serve
him, even in the most dark dispensation. It may be the language
of despondency to say, " I, even I only am left." No, replies the
Lord, "I have left me seven thousan~, all the knees which have not
bowed unto Baal, and which hath not kissed him."
---000--'-

Substance ufthe .speech of Charles Purton Cooper, Esq. as Counsel for the Reverend Cha1'les WeUheloved, respecting Lady
Hew[ey's Foundutions.- Hunter.
OUR readers may remember the suit which took place a few months
since in the Vice~Chancellor'scourt, and which is still depending in
the higher court, wherein Mr.Wellbe:oved was the defendant, asasubtrustee ot the hospital or aIm's houses founded by Lady Hewley, for the
sustentation of ten poor and godly preachers, or widows of such preachers, with an intent ot promoting the preaching of Christ's holy gospel, and for educating young men tor the ministry. Thegreat legal
.question here brought torward for investigation, What is the meaning
.or design of this trust? in fact-who are the poor and godly preachers designed to be the objects of the testatrix's bounty, whether
Calvinists or Arminians, Trinitarians or Unitarians; the tenets of
which class are so directly opposed the one to the other.
The learned counsel attempts to substantiate, in the elaborate
'Speech before us, that there is no proof that the godly persons mentioned should be Trinitarians or Calvinists, insomuch that the deeds
.are wholly silent thereon; and that the foundress only required, that
the ohjects of her bountyshould be able to repeattheLord's Prayer, the
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Apostle's Creed, and the Decalogue; and that lady Hewley being a
member of a sect, whose leading principle it was to resist human
authority in matters of religion, it could not be supposed she should
deliberately choose 'to limit her bounty to the propagating of such
doctrines that were protected by the statute law of the kingdom;
and though she was a Presbyterian, it ought not to be taken into
consideration what the subordinate doctrines she professed, were.
Nevertheless Mr. Cooper acknowledges she was a Trinitarian, but that
she had not imbibed the Calvinistic creed; and he grounds this latter assertion on this,-that the Presbyterians, towards the close of
the 17th century, their principles were changing, so that they began
declining from the doctrine of Predestination, and coalesced with
the Arminians; and t hat the Presbyterians of her time, as well as
those of the present, had adapted the Baxterian creed, on the Arminian foundation; which he instances from Henry's Exposition of
the Bible, printed at that time, in which the absence of the doctrine
of election is so prevalent. And with respect to Bowles's catechism,
on which such a stress is laid, as being u>ed by the godly pensioners
in the hospital, the learned counsel asserts, that there is not a trait
of election or predestination therein. A catechism, he remarks,
which the most scrupulous Arminian might subscribe to.
He further observes, that her ladyship died in August 1710, and
that during the whole course of her life the Trinitarian question
never slumbred, it therefore led to the conclusion whatever her
opinions might have been of Unitarianism; she was determined not
to swerve from the principles of modern Presbyterianjsm.
It is evidently acknowledged by this learned civilian, that lady
Hewley was a Trinitarian; therefore putting it out of the question,
whether she were of the Calvinistic, Anninian, or even Popish sentiments, it is evident she never could have the most distant thought,
that her benefactions should be under the control of a denier of the
Divine, Eternal, and distinct Personalities of the Father, the Son,
and Holy Spirit; or, that such mell as Mr. WeJlueloved, notorious
for Unitarian sentiments, should be trustee 01' conductor for the
institution she had so mucl. at heart.
---000---

Political Establishment of Cristianity, inconsistent flJit!~ tIle Precepts of its Founder. A Sermon preached at Ramsgate. By
George Kenrick.- Hunter.
man must be sensible of the ardent and restless spirit of the
times. The world is in agitation. The zeal which has been pursued in this country has been productive of great effects, and will uc
pronuctive of still greater effects in future. In a career so important, it is requisite we should tread with cautious steps, and not overleap the bounds of proper decorum. It 'must at the same time be
acknowledg~d, if the fundamental principles in any state should be
obscured by adventitious impurities, it is the duty. of good men to
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endeavor to remove every superinduced corruption; which at an
times might be accomplished without any hurt to the principles
themselves, so that in gathering the tares, we root not up the wheat
with them. Speaking on this iubject, Augustus Toplady, who was
a decided advocate for civil and religious liberty observes, " I have
known an unskilful weeder pull up and destroy, flowers, roots, and
herbs under the notion of their being weeds, just such would be
the conduct of the pre~ent restless enemies of the Church of England;" and indeed this is verified in the pamphlet before us, in the
writer's mighty efforts of reforming the Church of England. He la·
ments, as every schismatic does, over the Athanasian creed, an d
ca))s aloud for its being expunged from the Litany. And why?
Because, he says, Jesus Christ as God, is called upon to deliver
men, by his birth and death, by his agony and bloody sweat.
What a gross perversion is here when in this very creed, so much
held in abhorrence by all Ami-Trinitarian's, Jesus Christ is acknowledged to be "perfect· God and perfect man."
Hut the whole secret of what this writer calls "The unchristian
alliance of church and state," is not her civil standing, but her spiritual position, in which a barrier is formed against those who deny
the Divinity of our Lord and Saviour, his Atonement, as also the
influences of the Holy Spirit, who would erase her from her very
foundations.
For we have before had occasion to observe, that there arc thousands who now worship God in the Church of England, who know
little about her hieriarchy or civil estaLlishment, than they do of the
grand Mogul's. Millions of her members have departed this life,
who never once gave it a thought; what this writer calls political power as being connected with the state or the legislature, all
such speculations never interfere with their spiritual liberty. What
is here said of the emoluments amI filthy lucre of the Church estahli~hment, may more or less be said of all religious establishments, tor
human nature is the same in every denomination. Each have their
calls, whether bishops or coblers, but never to a lesser income, but
always to a greater-from poor and obscure places, to rich and popular
situations. How indecorous then is it, for one class of men to be
bespattering another, when ambition is their I'Uling point, and envy
the stirrer up of their contentions, who shall be the greatest. As
for tyranny over men's consciences, and a lordliness of usurpation,
may be seen in our little petty sectaries; they have their synods,
their clubs, classes and bands, and all of them understand the way
of extorting money. And what were done in olden times is characteristic of the present; one soul seems to actuate the whole with
very little exception. We make these observations with the openness and candour of an upright mind, with a decisiveness of opinion;
led on by the mens conscia recte, unftttcl'ed by prej udice, unrestrained
by situation, and regardless of selfi.h consequences.
Jt is doubtless a truth that the temporalities of the Established
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Church, require in their distribution a different arrangt'ment; the
evil has been long felt, and lamented by the thinking and reflecting
part both of laity and clergy. The incomes 'of large benefices have
been shamefulfy unequal, and those too often accompanied, with one
heaped upon another, insomuch, that upon a calculation, it is found
that the stipends of near two.thirds of the parochial clergy does not
exceed sixty pounds a year, and many are under, and this without
including the poor curates. And yet, after all the hue a'ncl cry made
about the enormous wealth of the church, it has been clearly ascertaiued that were all the dignities thereof, and the two universities
annihilated, and their r:veuucs divided equally am~mg the parochial
clergy, the annual income of elleh would not exceed one hundred and
fifty pounds.
It is granted in the early part of Christianity in this island, religion was not under the protection of the state; the clergy were exempted from military and other troublesome duties, that they might
pursue their studies, and improve themselves in theological science;
but their provisiun was miserable, unsettled and precarious-~hey depcmled upon the estates of martyrs who died without heirs - upon the
benevolence of pious men, who had lived in the fear of the Lord;
and upon legacies from wit:ked men who departed in the fear of the
devil; in fact they were in a state of abject poverty. But in after
times, when religion was protected by the state, an ample and a permanent provision was made for the clergy. In times of peace and
tranquillity, their funds supplied them plentifully; but ill the disasterous periods that followed, when taxes were not duly paid-when
their residences were destroyed, and the slaves who tilled their ground
made prisoners, they were soon reduced, as it were, to mere vagrancy, which caused Ethelwolf a man of great piety, to give them a
more certain resource for their subsistence: and it was with this
view, that in the year 844, he convened an ;lssembly of the clergy
and nobility at Winchester, and with the consent of the latter, made
them a grant of the tcnth part of all the lands belondng to tlie
crown, free from all taxes whatever, even the three material obligations of building and fortifying castles, repairing bridges, and attending upon any military expeditions. This, probably, introdut'ell
the mode of levying the tenth part of the produce ot the earth for
the maintenance of the clergy; but they were not established till
the council of Lateran, whit:h was held by king John.
We notice this particular respecting tythes, as it is the chief ingredient, which makes up what is here called" The political establishment of Christianity," ancl what the writer stiles "crnnlJltlsm:lf
payments," ancl we frankly confess we can see no hardship impo-ecl.
For all estates in land that are sold, arc equivalently bought and s'lld
under this consideration, and an equivalency is given accordingly.
In fact the same objection that holds ag\\inst tythes, would he equally
so against the hmd tax, and indeed el'ery other impost, IInel not only
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so, but those benefices, thousands of which are held by lay impro.
priators, come under the like objections.
That there are abuses' in our own government, both in church
and state, and reformations necessary to be made are acknowledged.
We allow our system is imperfect, very imperfect-but imperfection
is the lot of human nature; and till we have more to complain of
than at present, we prefer the security we enjoy to that uncertainty
which must attend all violent convulsions.
However we leave this investigation to wiser heads than OUt own,
and we think, with all due submission to Mr. George Kenrick, if he
will take an impartial review of his own class, and the various religious ont~S with which he is surrounded, he will find eaeh party has
thei'r local interests, inasmuch that he will have little to boast of a
superior standing. He will be certain to find, for such is human nature, that with very few exceptions, everyone is seeking gain,
from where it is to be had; pursuing their own interests, and not
the things that are Christ's, few saying, Where is God my maker.
---000---

Triumphant Grace, displayed in tfle Holy Life, and T1'iump!umt
Death of M1'S. R. Pope. A Sermon preache(l at Grove C!lapel,
Cambe1'1vell. By the Revd. Joseph Irons. Accompanied by a
111enwir of her last j'J;[oments. - Simpkin and Marshall.
Mu. Irons's text on the death of a departed sister, who died in the
Lord, is taken from 2 Peter i. 1]. For an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly, into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord
and Saviour .1 esus Christ. The sermon is judicious, free from those
fulsome panegyrics with which wbat are called funeral sermons are
so filled up with. The drift of Mr. Irons's discourse is all atlestation of the work of grace in the heart of a sinner, by the agency and
regenerating influence of the Holy Spirit, thus making him meet for
the inheritance of the saints in li~ht; the origin of whieh is here
pointed out, to be in the ordiui.1Lion of eternal love in the bosom of
God tl e Father.
The Memoir attached to the sermon, is a display of the triumphant (kath of Mrs. Pope, which cannot well be called dying, but
rejoicing wilh a lively hope to her Father's heavenly kingdom of
glory.
t\ ncl hcre it is necessary to remark and say, let nOL the timid and
fearful believer, I\'ho may be oppressed with a body of sin and death he
ca~t down, when reading of such joyful departures. Here God is a
sovereign! both are equally safe, the light of God's (ountenunce
shines tIle same on the weak in faith as on the strong, however intervening clouds may interpose; indeed, the former the Lord nourishes with the vreasls of consolation, and carries them in his arms,
and is no less careful of the lambs than of the sheep.
And let it be rClll,'rnhered, ancl never let it be torgottcn, that the
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characteristics of a servant of Christ, are a conscious sense of momentary guilt, and need of pardon, which cause self-abasement and humility. His constant transgressions in thought, word, and deed,
make him smite on his breast and cry, God be merciful to me asinner!
and the sum total of his confession of faith is, I believe, Lord help
thou my unbelief.
But let it not bc pas'led over, that the confessing penitent sinner,
renewed by the Holy Spirit, stands before God with a heart upright,
and with a conscience sprinkled with the blood of atonement, h.erein
is his confidence. He is likewise exemplary before men, with moral
rectitude, doing unto others as he wishes tbem to do unto him, and
herein he has his I'eward; but then he bas nothing to glory in. He is a
miserable sinner before God to day; he will be the same to-morrow,
and to the end of his existence. His last warbling note will be,
" A sinner saved by grace."

Nevertheless, the life he now liveth in the flesh, he liveth by th e
faith of the Son of God, who loved him and gave himself for him:
" 0 death where is thy sting! 0 grave where is thy victory!"
--000--

Jiree Thoughts on the State of Reli,don in Reference to Establishments. By Peter Jenkills.-H unto
THE chief intent of this pamphlet is to root out from the mind prejudices against any ~stablishsd religion. The writer proceeds on by
hasty steps to a seeming favorite topic, he calls infant sprinkling,
which he pronounces to be the staple commodity of Rome, and the
disgrace and curse of Protestantism.
We are truly sorry to see such strife, and men contending, tanquam pro aris & focis, for their own opinions in matters that do not
regard the vitals of religion. Mr•.Jenkins writes with an unbecoming levity; and with a contempt of all established order, that in OUI'
view is very reprehensible. He draws every considerat~on into his
own vortex of immersion, and wherever he finds the opinion of infant sprinkling adopted, he damns its patrons as antichristians; thus
narrowing the church of God that has survived the wrecks of empires,
into the small number who, on the subject of water baptism, which
is but the baptism of John, and Dot the baptism of purification by
the Holy Spirit, think as he does.
In some parts the writer attempts at wit, but it is of the spurious
kind, having neither vivacity or humour. He says he is serious, but
it appears to us he is most seriously stupid.

188

TIfE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

An Excitement to Temperance, shewing the pernicious EfFects 0/
Dl'unkenness.--By Alicia Conder.
TH (s is a praiseworthy tract, written by a female allied to the society
of Friends; hut we are sadly apprehensive when the vice of intemperance has a hold, the arguments here adduced will be of little avail.
There must be an interposition of the legislative power, to regulate
those massy numerous liquor houses, so prevalent in the metropolis,
and in every large country town in the kingdom.
We are told in Strutt's Chronicle of England, that in the ninth
century the Saxons were not less prone to drunkenness than the
English are now; but Edgar, to lessen the evil, would not pcrmit
l-lDy little straggling alehouses to be kept within his dominions,justly
esteeming them as nuisances of indolence and vice; but made a
,trict law, ordaining that only one public house should be allowed in
anyone village or small town, and only more in proportion to the
size of larger towns or boroughs. If a similar remedy was to be apIJlied in the age we live in, we should soon feel an advantage in the
.reformation of the lower class of people. Our soldiers would be
more ,oher and healthy, and our artificers and peasants would be
more industrious. The poor Ilomes would be a refuge only for the
diseased and aged; and miscry would be less frequently met Wilh in
our puhlic streets.

.

---000---

Reasolls for rejecting the Hypothe:iis 0/ tile P1'e-e:r:istence of the
HU'fIWh Soul of' the Lord Jesus C/n'is!, in rt Series of Letter~.
Addressed to tIle g1"Cat modern Advocate of that Sentimeut. By
W. H. Colycr.-Westlcy and Davis.
So little do we know of religious communities, being isolated as it
"ere in pri 1'1lCy, that wc ncver heard of the above writer, until the
other day, when three publicatiuns of bis were sent us. Whatever
denomination of professed Christians the writer may be allied to, is
a circumstance of indifference to us; wc meet him on the broad
basis of invulnerable truth, and give him the hand of affection and
brotherly love, being knit together in all the riches of the full assurance' of understanding, in the knowledge of the Father, of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost.
Here we pause, and make our stand, having no inclination to enter into the merits or demerits of the work before us, as it would
draw us intu personalities, and into bickerings to which we are
averse; as such we shall stand on our own ground, upon the uroad
basis'of truth. Romainc being asked why he did not reply to Elliot,
who wrtlte against him on the diviqity of Christ, made answer, he
should preach against his doctrine, and live against it. So we are
like minded with that blessed servant of God. We wish to avoid
the fiery wran~ling disputant, who will load us with abuse, and at
the same timc he determined to have tile last word. This one thrng we
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shall do, wbile we arc able to move a pen, never cease upholding
the Divine, Distinct, and Eternal Personality of tbe Father, of the
SOil, and uf the Holy Ghost, tbe glory equal and the mHjesty coeternal.
At the same time we lament to see the church of God should be
any marc pestered with the figment of a human soul in eternity, an
ignis flduus, a mere phantom of the brain. Never tell us of humanity bdure time-of a son of mall before man was creatt'd; and
then th is created existence to bc denominated the Son of God, with
the unhallowed distinction of-glory-man, glory-head, Adam-man,
Eden man; 1 he holy patlern-man, a secret man with God, the heavenly-man; but what is most shocking of all is, THE MAN STANDING
IN GOD. Such a jingle of lttlmeaning phrases ought to be swept
away from e,'ery vocabulary, and the uttert'rs of them be arraigned
of high treason before t he bar of Omnipotence.
And here let us correct an expression which has been used by a
number of our brethren who are sO:lnd in the doctrine of the Trinity; it has been :Ipa] :ing to us often to nave heard it, instead of God
"nd man, the God-man. How would it sound, were we to say, the
emperl)J'-man, the king-man, or the duke-man? It would be degrading to the dignity of the person addressed, a familiarity of speech
unbecoming an equal. Well may Solomon say, A word filly spoken
is like apples of g'old in pictures of silver.
In closing these few detached o\lservations, we trust our readers
are not weary of the weig-hty subject which has been discussing' for
some time within the pages of our work. Every other topic is' of a
minor coosidel:atlOo, in comparison of the TRUE OBJECT 011' WORSHIP; for i' our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, be the Sun of God by
creation, denominated so, by having a human soul, it is evident from
the scriptures that we are worshipping an idol, that we at:e yet in
our sins, and the wrath of God abideth upon us. For he that beI:eveth 110t on the Son of God hath not life, and as such must come
into condemnation.
This is a mo~t serious subject, and here let it be particularly noticed, that however teachers may expatiate upon doctrine and practice,
yet if there be no real knowledge of him WllO'11 they profess to serve,
there can be no faith; for wherever darkness is in the mind, there is
nothing but sin in all the facullies of the soul. Our Lord has left it
on record, if the eye be dark, the whole body is dark al~o. May th~
Lord the Holy Spirit, enlighten our faculties with increasing light;
so as to experience the hidden mystery of God in the face of Jesus
Christ, whum to know is life eternal.
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The Protestant"s Disse1lter's JuvenillJ 1Jfagazine, rol. l£.Simpkin and Marshall.

TH IS is a pretty little work, well intended for the amusement and
instruction of youth. It is a miniature production, with a beautiful
frontispiece, aud pictures ilIustrative of birds and beast~ in natural
history. It is impolitic to confine the publication to Dissenters,
when it is fitted for general perusal and useful instruction in religious concerns, and those of everlasting importance.
---000---

A Funeral Sermon, occasioned by tlte Death (if the Reverend Mr.
Procter, lJtlinister of Gissing.

By the Reverend Edward Moore,
Minister of Burston in Norfolk. A ncw Edition.-Mason.
W HEN we offer up our sorrows to the memory of the departed, we
mean to express our privatc and personal concern for the deceased,
and according to the worth of the departed, they are fixcd in our remembrance, with a mixture of pleasure and regret. But the routine
of what are called funeral sermons, ~re trite eulogiums upon the dead,
to which we are determined opposers to; for they are, in general,
fu'some panegyrics in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, and chiefly
take place more 10 please the pride of the livil!g progeny, than a
regard for the dead, and furnish us with little else than a satire
upon hUllJan nature.
The ever memorahle and beloved Toplady, left an injunction, that
after his death, no funeral sermon should bc preachcd, nor a monument erected; his chief desire was, that his earthly tabernacle
should be entomed twelve feet deep. He was well assured that his
l'nrollment was in the heavens, and his perpetuity would be there,
in wor,hipping God day and night in h:s temple. And as in life, so
in death, he wished the creature to be nothing, so that God might
be all in all.
We we]) remember hearing Mr. John Wesley, in our infantine
days, in West-street chapel, preach a funeral sermon on " Peg{!y
.lolmson," a great favorite of his, we think si,l' was his housekeeper.
His text was, " Easy to be in/rea/ed," and being boys, the singularity of the scripture chosen made an impression deeper than it
otherwise might have been. He turned the text into a negative
respecting her, that nothing could move her from her stedfllstncss.
He relaled many of her qualifications in brewing, in baking, and in
ot',er domestic concerns. But as a Christian, here she excelled every
one he ever knew; she faster! and prayed continually: every morning she was in that chapel at her devoti.lns at five o'clock, attending
the prayer meeting. And what forcibly struck us at the time, he
observed, she declared to him when dying, that she had not sinned in
thought, word, aod dced for many years, and that she was holy as
God was holy, and pure as he was pure.
We give the following extract from the above sermon of Mr.
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Moore's, and though it may appear to border upon the ludicrous, still
it does not approach the prophane. As we !lre not in the habit of
making our readers smile, we will for once, present them with a curious
piece of panegyric, which may be deemed a spur to industry, economy, hospitality and the social virtues, in this day of fiddle faddle refinement, when p'retty little miss, and charming little master at the
lJOarding school are taught to look above the sphere in which they were
brought up, and ape a character t hat neither their station in life will
allow, nor propriety nor decorum permit or countenance.
The text is ., Fight the good light of faith," from which tlMl
preacher addresses his congregation by saying
Bc-loved, we are met togethel' 10 solemllize the funeral of Mr. Proctor: his
fathet's name was Mr, Thomas Pl'octer, of the second family; his brother's
Tlallle also was Ml'. Thomas l'roder; he lived sume time at 1311l'ston Hall ill
Norfolk and was high constablc of DisG hlllldl'ed: this mail's namc was Mr.
Rober!. Proctcr, Ulld his wife's was Mrs, Buxton, late wife of Mr. J]atthcw
Buxton; shc camc from Helsdoll Hall, beyond Norwich,
He was II good husband, and she was a good hou;ewife, and they two by
industry got money; she bronght a thousand pounds with her for her portion.
But now, beloved, I shall makc it clcar, by demollstrativc al'guments.
He was a good man, and that in sevcral rcspects: he was a loving mun to
his lIeighbollr, a charitable mall to the poor, a favourable mall in his thyes,
and a good landlord to his tenants: there sits one Ml'. Spl1rgeon call tell
what a grcat sum of moncy he forgave him upon his death bed, it was fOlll'score
pOll lids, Now, beloved, was not this a good man, and a man of God, alld his
wifc a good woman? And she came from Helsdon Hall, beyond Norwich,
To prove this man to be a gOOf\ man, and a man of God; in thc time of his
sickness, whic:1 was long and tedious, he sent for Mr. Cole, minister of SlJimpliJ,g, to pray for him, He was not a self-ended man, to be pl'aye I for himself only; no, beloved, he desired him to pray fur all his relations and acquaintance; for 1\'[,-, Buxton's worship, for Mrs, BlIxton's worship, anfl for all
Mr. Buxton's children, if it shollld plcasc God to send him any; mId to
MI'. Cole', praycrs he <.levolltly saiLi, Amcn, Amen, Amen. Was not this a
good man, and a mun of God, 1hillk you, and his wife a good womall? And
shc came from Helsdon Hall beyond Norwich,
Then he sent to Mr. Gibbs to pray for him; when he came and praycd for
him, for all his friends and relatio, s, and acquaintances; for Mr. Bllxton's
worship, and for ~Irs. Buxton's worship, and for all Mr. Buxton's children
against it should please God to send him any: and to Mr. GiblJ's
prayers he likewisc devoutl)' said, Amen, Amen, Amen. Was 1I0t this a
good mun, ilnd a man of God, think you, and his wife a good woman ~ And
shc camc frUIIl Helsclon Hall bClond Norwich.
Then ho scnt for mc, ar,d I ca'me and prayed for this good man Mr. Proctet',
for all his fricnds, rclations, and acqnailltances; for Mr. Bllxton's worship,
and for Mrs. BnxtOIl's worship, and for Mr. BllxtOll'S children, if it should
please God to s('I1<1 him ,lilY: alld ,"> my pJ'a)'els he devoutly said, Amen,
Amen, Amen. Was not this a good mUll, and a man of God, think )'OU and his
wife a good woman ~ And she came from Helsdon Hall, beyond Norwich.
Beloved, I CO(Jle to a clear demonstrative argnment, to prove this man to be
a good man and a man of God, and that is this: there was one Thomas
Procter, a very poor beggar-boy; he came out of Scotland over the l'iver
Twc('d, upon the back of a dUD cow: well, beloved, this pOOl' boy came a
begging to this good man's door, to this man of God's door; he did not do as
some would have done, give him a small alms, and send him away; or chide
him, lInd make him a pass, or send 'him to his own countr)': No, beloved, he
took him into his own house, and boulld him an apprenticc to a gun-smith in
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Norwich; after his time was out, took him home again and married him to Il
kinswoman of his wife's, one Mrs, Christian Rohertson here present, there
she sits; she" as a very good fortnne, and to her thi. good man gave a'very
considerable jointure; by her be had three dallg bIers; this good man took hlJme
the eldest, brought bel' up to womall's estate, married her to a very hon.
gentleman, Mr. Buxton here present, there he sit.; gave him a vast portion
with her, and the remainder of his estate he gave his two danghters. Now
was not this a good man. and a man of God. think, YOU, and his wife a good
woman? And she came from Helsdon Hall beyond Norwich,
Beloved, JOu may remember some time since I preached at the funeral of
Mrs. Proctor, all "hich time I tronbJed you with mallY of her tmnscendent
virtues; but Jour memories perhaps may fail you, and therefol'e I shaH now
remind you of one or two of them.
.
The first is. she was as good a knitter as any in the county of Norfolk:
when her husband and family were in ged and asleep, she would get a
cushion, clap herself down by the fire, and sit and kllit; hut. belov~d, she
was no prodigal woman, hut a sparing woman; for to spare candle, she would
stir up the coals with her knitting pius, an,1 by that light she would sit aud
knit, and make as good work as many other women by day-light: beloved, I
have a pair of stockings upon my legs that were knit in the same manner, and
they are the best stockings that ever I wore in my life.
Secondly, She was the best maker of toast ill drink that ever I eat in my
life, and they were brown toasts too: fOl' when I used to go in a rnorlling,
she would ask me to eat toast; which I \\ as very wi 11 ing to do, becanse she
had such an artiticial way of toasting it, no wuys slack, nor burning it; bl'sicies
she had such a pretty way of grating nutmeg, of dipping in tbe becr, and
such a piel'e of rare cheese, that I IIlUSt needs say, they were the best toasts
that ever I eat ill my life.
V\-°ell, beloved, the days are short, and many of you have a great way to
Jour habitations, and therefore I hasten to a conclusion,
I think I have sutficiently proved this man to be a good man, and his wife a
good woman; but fearing your memories shoulJ fail) ou, I shall repeat the
particulars, viz,
His love to his ueighbour. I1is charity to the pOOl'. His favollmbleness in
his tythes. His goouness to his tenants. His devotion in his prayers, in say'
iug Amen to the prayers or Ml', Cole, NII'. Gibbs, and myself
Bnt mure eS[Jecially for that transcend ant act of charity in entertaining the
poor heggar-boy, in binding him an apprentice to agunsmith, and marrying him
afterwards to a kinswoman of his wife's; ana bringing up his eldest dauglltel'
to womau's estate, and marr)'ing her to that hOIl. gentleman Mr. Buxton;
and giving him a vast portion with her, aud giving the remainder of his estate
to his other daugters. Was 110t this a good man. ancl a lIlan of God, think
JOu, anci his wife a good woman? And she came from Helsdon Hall beyond
Norwich.
Well, beloved, he hath done his work 011 earth, courageously, valiantly,
and manfully, in tigloling under the world's banner of good hubsandl'y, in
getting ot money. He is 1I0W gone to rest: and so we leave bim.
--000--

1'he Autobiography of et Dissentiilg Minister.-Smith and Elder.
IT is ubserved by Dr. Beattie, that a book is of some value, if it
yields harmless amusement; and still more valuable if it communicate instruction; but if it answer both purposes, it is truly a matter
of importance to mankind. Now we must say that the above work,
or peregrinations, if wc may so call them of the laconie writer, lay
claim to the wannest recommendation we can give them to our
readers. The ingenuity and discernmcllt of the author in portray-
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ing of characters, with that brilliancy of wit and humour, render the
perusal not only lively, but gives a zest in perusing the important
information unfolded to the reader. Where he attacks ignorance,
fol4y, and presumption, it is to correct, not to punish, nor has he in
anyone particular descended to personality; his intentions are designed to be of service, nor is his execution without considerable
merit.
In the preface he thus introduces himself to the reader by observing that,
The following Autobiography, or experience of a Dissenting Minister, is
given to the public, not with a view of exciting commiseration for the many
annoyances to which such an one is subject, for the writer is perfectly aware,
that there is no situation in life which is not subject to inconveniences of
one kind or other; but the object of 1he writer is to set forth, in a more
popular and homely form, than that of abstract argument, the inseparable
evils of the voluntary system. The author does not condemn dissent, seeing
that he himself is a dissenter, but what he condemns is, the attempt which is
now making to bring all to one level, and to make dissent the rule, instead of
the exception. He is perfectly assured, and convinced, that dissent, bad
enough as it is, would be yet worse were it not for the existence and operation of the Established Church; and so far as religions liberty is concerned,
there is more of that under the rule and ascendancy of the Protestant establishment, than thel e would be under the domination of anyone sect of dissenters.
Were the Establishment to be destroyed, there would presently be a struggle
amongst the sects for dominion and power, and secular enough as dissent
already is, it would become greatly more so, if the vast fabrick of the church
were demolished. In the ensuing pages, there has been no attempt at
exaggeration or high colouring, everything has been set down calmly,
and almost literally; care, however, being always taken to avoid every tendency to personality. The writer, also, is well satisfied that these brief
notices of the experience of one individual contain much that is common to
many; others beside himself have undergone precisely the same kind of
annoyances,-for much as the dissenters may boast themselves friends of
liberty, they exercise a most troublesome dominion over their pastors. Here,
then, they may read their own characters, and may learn not to boast themselves too much of their religious superiority; not to set themselves up as
religious dictators to that Establishment, by which they llave been hitherto
tolerated and rendered respectable, in a political view, and not altogethel'
inefficacious in a religious one.

The author then goes on respecting his hirth-that he descended from the Non-conformists, and that he was imbued from
his early days that nothing good could exist out of the pale of dissent. As for going into a church, his family would have as soon
thought of going into a play-house, which they considered as the
house of the uevil; he was most strictly hrought up, with no slight
degree of zeal. He gives an account of his proficiency at school, at
which place his sectarian zeal had not been abated but inc. eased.
He then gets admittance at one of the dissenting colleges, of
which he gives a minute account of the training up for the ministry: passing over bis ironical remarks upon the classical and mathematical studies therein laid down, he tells us that frequent poliVOL. X.-No IV.
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tical topics were given to tllem as the subject of their themes, and
observesJ

r believe it was genetally l:onsidered a piece of aelldemic etiquette to take
the anti-national side of a question. There were several ahades and gradations of opinion, from the sober whig down to the conceited and roaring
deloocrat. Paine's Age Reason was of course not in great esteem among us,
but his Rights of Man were highly popular; nor did we much relish the
Socinianism of Dr. Priestley, but we admired him as a martyr to the cause of
liberty; and though we adopted not the Arianism of Dr. Price, we gloried in
his avowal of the right of the people to call kings to account, and tQ cashier
tLem for misconduct. We regarded America as the ne plus ultra of political
perfection,-as the pure land of libel·ty, civil and religious. We hated the
name of William Pitt, and all but worshipped that of Charles James :Fox.
We could not very well understand Tooke's Diversions of Purley, but we
v("nerated his politics. We had in our college library, in four volumes, the
trial of ThelwaJl, Hardy, Horne Took, and others for high treason; and we
regard ed Sir Francis Burdett as one of the first of living characters. Indeed,
whatever theological or political prejudices I had been imbued with under
my paternal roof, these were by no means abated or diminished by the society
or pursuits (If the college; but though they were not immediately and palpably diminished,Jet I think that ultimately, by means !lfthe excess to which
the opinions were carried, and the bigotry with which they were maintained,
the llold which they originally bad of my mind was very greatly shaken.
This effect did not appear at once, but was deyeloped several years after,
much to m\' annoyance. I believe that one of the reasons why we never read
Aristopharies was that he makes democracy look so exquisitely ridiculous.
The ditIiculty of the author could be no objection, for to our classical tutor
one author was quite as easy as another, if it had but a Latan version at the
bottom of the page, and we used to be very proud of reading lEschylus, Thucydides, and Lengin1Js. The fact is, that the eminence of our classical tutor's,
schola1'8hip was so great, that be could read any Greek author with a Latin
version, and none without it.
He further remarks,
It may be supposed that after baving given a view of the more grave and
serious characteristics and pursuits of the institution in question, I would say a
few words respecting the manners, 11abits, and amusements of the pupils.
On this subject, however, there is very little can be said. and I bave allUded
to tbe topic merely, or principally, for the purpose of saying, that we were
for the most part a very gmvc al d solemn set of beings. The ('hess-board,
the flute, and the draft-board were our chief recreations, very sparingly
used, and not one of liS eyer attained to great perfection in anyone of the
three. ~From the long acquaintance that I have had with the di.senters, I am
le~ to think that mediocrity is their chief characteristic. They have had, and
may) et have among them, men who aspire to literary eminence, and some
few who may be called men of genius, but their literature is but narrow, and
t!leil' genius is not of 'the highest order. They live so much among thembelves, and they have such a dwarfish and stunted standard of excellence,
that they never astonish any body but themselves. The only matter in which
they are Ilt all excessive is in radicalism; they are really outrageous in what
they are pleased to call a love 0 I' liberty. I speak not of all, but of part, and
a very gl eat part.

After having finished his studies, he tells os he went to seck his
fortune in the clisseuting world, and that dissenterism was all the
world to him; for he knew not of, nor cared not for, any other
world. He says he was full of vanity and self-sufficiency: he felt
himself an oracle, sufficient to convert the whole world.
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We are under the necessity of skipping over many shrewd remarks,
how ministers are chosen and gain possession of the pulpits, the
mode of admission into the church. We cannot pass over the first
essay in preaching, where he says,
The first attempt that I made to obtain a pulpit for myself, was with a small
congregation in the vicinity of the metropolis. I was personally acquainted wIth
the then minister, who was about to leave them,and I expre5sed to him my wish
to have an opportnnity of introducing myself to them. He very kindly offered me
the use of his pulpit, but at the same time said to me, "I can be (If no s.ervice
to you, for my recommendation would be rather an injUl y to you than all
assistance." This friend of mine was leaving his congregation under somewhat unpleasant circumstances. He had been at first highly popular amOlw
,his people, and greatly esteemed by them; he was altogether a kind of
idol to them; but he had married a lady who was not quite acceptable to the
ladies of the congregation, and after his marriage he spent mueh less of his
time in visiting his flock, and gossipping with them than he had formerly done,
for he had found home vel'y attractive compared with what it used to be
when he was a sillgle man, alld lived in lodgings. He had lodged, of course,
in the honse of one of his congregation; leaving his lodgings therefore, and
going to housekeepiug was on.e cause ofatfront. Then again, in order to meet
the increased expenditure of an establishment, he was under the necessity of
taking pupils, and as he had, by leading for some few years a gossipping sort
of life. pretty nearly forgotten all that he had learned at school and college,
he found it necessary to devote more time to his studies, and this rendered him
far less entertainillg to his flock than he had formerly been; so they began to
complain that he neglected his duties, and that he regarded his spiritual
charge merely as a matter of secondary consideration. The salary which they
gave him was but ninety pounds a )'ear, and for that they expected the whole
of his time, thoughts, Ilnd attention. 1 think that they were unreasonable.
Nevertheless at the time, of which I am now writing, 1 thought little of the
cirl'tlmstances under which my friend was leaving his flock; I thought only
that I should be very glad to suoceed him, and to lJecolne pastor of a congregation.
Taking with me three of my best sermons, for my friend preached three
times every Sunday for ninety pounds a year, I went full of hope and confidence to please the listening ear. When my friend told me that he could
be of no ~ervice to me, 1 heard him with the utmost indifference, for I did not
suppose that I needed any other recommendation than my own talents, set off
by my own elocution. The congregatiol'., since the minister's marriage, had
rather fallen off, and had become languid in its attendance; but hearing that
a stranger had engaged to preach, they came more numerously; for though I
was not going to preach before them expressly as a candidate, yet it was pretty
well understood that I had a view to the vacant pulpit. I was heard with
profound attention, and was exceedingly successful in my extemporaneons devotions which I poured forth with a fluency almost astonishing to myself. I
could evidently see, while I was delivering my sermon, that the congregation
was mightily pleased with me, for I observed that at several of my pretty metaphors and similies they exchanged glances of approbation one with another;
and at one time when I was pathetic, I observed an old lady put her handkerchief to her eyes.
After the rooming service was 10ver, and when I went into the vestry, there
came to me several of the congregation who were one and all pleased fo express themselves highly gratified w jth my performance: tbey spoke very
handsomely of me indeed, and I must say that I could not help thinking within
myself, that there really was some truth in what they said. Among the rest
was the old lady who had put hel' handkerchief to her eyes when 1 ",as pathetic. I fonnd that this lad)' was the principal person in the society, and that
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without bel' consent nothing was done by tbe congregation. I received 811
invitation to dine at her house, and now I thought of couse tbat my fortnne
was Inade, and I was fully resolved to put on my best manners and to talk my
utmost wisdom. I took rare to behave at table with the utmost propriety, and
found or made some opportunity of introducing in conversation most of the
pretty or profound thoughts tbat had sprung up in my mind for the last twelve
months. This lady had two daughters, who were between thirty and forty
years of age They had been very pretty, I dare say, when tlley were young,
and at the time that !sa w tbem they were excetldingly clever and highly genteel,
I tbought them, indeed, ratber proud, and as my manners were not very genteel, I did not feel quite at ease; and all the efforts I made to give myself the
air of a gentleman only embarrassed me the more. In college I had frequently been told that our education made us gentlemen, but I found when I
I came into the world, that it made us very awkward ones.
In tbe afternoon I preached agaiu, and was again eloquent and impressive;
tbe congregation was larger in the afternoon than it had been in the morning:
I began think that my fame was spreading. I was invited by another of
my congregation to tea. In this second visit I was more at ease; myentertainer was a man of business, very well off itl tbe world, but not mucb of a
gentleman. I found him ratber a facetions man than otherwise. He talked
to me freely about the vacancy that was likely to take place in the pulpit, and
hinted pretty strongly that! was a very probuble person to fill it. He told me
that the salary was but small at present, oW1I1g to a variety of circumstances,
but be had no doubt that a man of my abilities might soon increase the congre~
gation, and make a very pretty thing of it. He alluded to the old lady at
whose house I had dined. He asked my opinion of the young ladies, and
when I said that I thought they had once been very pretty, he laughingly told me
that I must not. imagine they were not young no,", that they regarded themselves as wits and beauties: he elen went so far as to tell me that if I should
be chosen minister of the chapel, it would be a good speculation for me t?
marry one of them. He also said it was the general opinion that the minisler
who was about to leave might have married olle if Ile would, and that if he
had, he would in all probability have .retained his sit nation. In a word, I ielt
myself quite at home with this communi<-ative and talkative "entleman, and
after the evening sel'Vice, I went back to his house to supper, where I met
several others of the congregation, who seemed to admire me as much as I
admired lTIyself. They were unanimous in commcnding my gifts and graces,
and they oue and all declared that I should be the very man to suit themprovided Mrs. Gregol y was agreeable; but nothing could be uOlte without her
consent, forshe was 11 most v,iluable prop to the interest, inasmuch as she subscribed not less th'.IIl ten guineas a year, which could be very ill spared from
their funds, and whenever any thing was proposed contrary to her opinions
or her wishes, sLe always threatened to withdraw her suhscription, and that
threat always brought the party to reason. Alas for my hopes of this chapel!
Mrs. Grpgory was not agreeable, 01' in other words I was not agree~ble to hel'
01' to he,. danghters
I was cnrious to ascertain wherein Illad offended, or
wherein I failed, anct it was not long before my curiosity was gratified. Mrs,.
Gregor)', I found, objected to me because I was too talkative, and the young ladiesde('lared I was a gl'eat gawky. I never wasso mortified ill my life; I was
humbled down to the dust, and "ias grieved beyond measure that I had thrown
away so mnch wisdom, ;lnd so mnch eloquence all to no purpose. There was
no such thing /lS appealing against the judgment that was passed. I kue,f
that the 100ljority or the congregation, had they teen left to their own Unbiassed opinion, \0\ on Id have chosen me to be their pastor, but they' did not
dare to exercise, and scarcely dared to express their opinion. Among us dissenters there is often a good deal of quizzulg and laughing about queen Elizabeth being the head of the church, and wp think that our banter on this topic
is totally unanswerable by the nnited "isdolll of the whold beuch of bishop. ;
but here, in the JIlstance or t!ll' little subnrban di<senting ('hapel, is a specimen
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f a female head ofa church exercising a most despotic and unbounded swa)':
ller will is law in every thing, because she subscribes ten guineas a·year.
Really I cannot understand how it is that dissenters, who make so much ado
about religious liberty, should suffet' themselves to be so domineered OTer and
so trampled upon by their fellow dissenters. Perhaps tJley think that where the
slavery is voluntary on their own part the disgrace is less, but for my pll.rt, I
think that the disgrace is greater,

(To. ,be Continued.)
---000---

Grace reigni7lg through Righteousness unto Eternal L~fe by Jesus
Christ our Lord; as displayed in the Ho~'I/ Life and Triumphant
Death of Mrs. R. Pope of CfJmberwell. By W. H. Cl)lyer.Westley and Davis.
It' must be a delightful task for the faithful minister of the gospel
to memorialize the divine dealings towards departing saints,
- - T h e holy triumphs of whose soul
Hath death itself out braved.

Many and various are the hindrances that interpose during a preparation for, and engagement in, the public ministry of the word of
life: but when called upon to consider, to ponder over and arrange
for publication, in the calm of retirement, the marvellous displays of
grace in the experience of such as are not dead but gone before,
then,~ the world with. all its evils is removed far hence; the bailor
within turns coward, and Satan himself dares not direct a dart, nor
in~tigate a thought, that shall not subserve the high purpose contemplated.
Mr. Colyer, the faithful and undaunted advocate of the gospel of
grace, and of the Eternal Divine Personality of the Son of God, is
here engaged in recording the loving kindness of the Lord, as exhibited in the life, and triumph of faith, of the late M rs. Pope. Favored, it appears, with abundance of materials for a lengthened
memoir, the composer had to labor under great disadvantage of
being limited to a space too circumscribed, so that the pecuniary as
well as the spiritual interests of the Lord's poor might be consulted;
so that while we regret the restraint imposed, we cheerfully award
the honour, that we do not believe that greater justice could be done
through a medium so disproportioned to the faithfulness of the
subject.
It is not our design to make any extracts, lest by disconnecting its
parts, we should lessen the force and harmony of the whole: it is a
memorial, which we trust will obtain free circulation among the
household of faith.
A 'large impression is printed, that the price might be low, so as to
be largely distributed. The profits of the publication will be devoted
to " The Aged Pilgrims" fund.
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Four Tracts entitled-TIle King's State Chariot. The Royal Stud.
A Description of the Form and Materials of the King's State
Chariot. The precious Jewels of the Church rescuedfrom the
Hands of Spoiler.. By Charles Drawbridge, Minister of Succoth
Chapel, Rushden.-Higham.
THE above subjects are excellently managed by a minister of the
gospel, well trained and instructed in the mysteries of the kingdom;
who is of an expanded mind, leaving things of a minor consideration
to the moles and to the bats, and like the eagle soaring upwards,
keeping his eye upon th~ Sun of Righteousness.
We often lament that such valuable ephemeral tracts should
in their manner of publication be lost to posterity. If the writer will
give permission, when the sale has answered its purpose, we will
hang his trophies up in our armory, so a$ to be kept bright for future
generations.

"

POETRY.
MONODY
Oil the late Mrs. H. POPE, of Ca,riberwell, who entereo bel' Eleruul Rps!,
December 1,1831 .
.i\H! king of Terrors, thou hast conqtwred,-yes,
Tliou'st conquered.-but where's 1I0W thy poi(;"u"t sting r
Ah! grave, whose shelter myriads seek ill vaill
Whom, when thou hillest, ri(;orous justice holds
With iroll(;rasp,~where'sthy famed victory flOW r

Thou, De;lth, hast with remorseless, re,ckless O,U'(,
Struck deep into the soul of him who mourns
Qf her the loss, who with himself,was Qlle
III thou(;ht, in purpose, in pursuit, in love!
•
Alld thou. the grave, bas pitilessly l1iJ
The graceful form, in whh:h was centered all
Of jllorlat kind, the hope, the illterpst,
The anti\,.-ipated wish, t.he all'ection firm;
Eacl, so light in other self-nor sought jn vain:
o Death! 0 Grave! whcre, w!lere's t!le vietor~'r
Whj)n Pestilence-the recent scourge-st~Jke(tforth
'With gi<lllt strength,allg prostrate lay the wean,
The mighty,-with the (;odly, the pl'orane,Plepared and nllpl'epal'eu,-the fiat givell ;
W'CI e ye not glutted in that carnage r say,
Yc enemies efuJLregenerllte man!
W<l-g Ilot tt.!! dr,tTt ilJlpaired by fr~que.l)t ~se r
Were not YOU satiate with heap.s of slain r
Ab!

HO: thcstillgofJ)ealh,yel"~'l/jhols.
I)CHt:l', Cun'llI '1'01'

ll'lt VCIIl)1I11l0ne, for \\,1I')ln
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Died gloriously. The strength of sin, the Jaw,
Yet reigns o'er aU the disobedient;
Thanks to J ehovah I Jesus also reiglls:
He hath fulfilled the law, abolished Death,
And the sting's virulence is aU removed.
The greedy grave, with ,.ictims still ungorged,
Wide opeu stands, and claims enla¥ged supply:
But J esns hath been there. He softly lilY,
And sweetly slept, and rose again, to tell
His wondel'ing saints-the doors he had unhinged,
The ban had broken, tbe descent, once rude
And rugged, he had paved with love,-and now
Ilis hand is ready to conduct them there.
Be praised, 0 J ehovah, in snch sounds
As souls redeemed flom earth, and glorious spirits,
Who ne'er have sinned, know best. Thy saints below,
Oft vainly stri,.e to tune the lyre, and strike,
The chol'lls symphonious with the songs above:
But those, 0 Lord. who leaving us. to cl well
Eternally WIth thee, can do, through grace,
Anticipating heaven's high harmony,
Teach us to emulate celestial stmins.
The saint now gone -';;ainst whom nor Death had sting,
Nor did the grave obtain a victory,Wooed the pale messenger to haste his work,
And hailed with joy the opening, friendly tomb.

J

Cast on the surges, which the souls o'erw helm
Of hopeless myriads,-Faitb beheld the helm,
In hand of skilfnl pilot, fearlebs. uUdismayed;
His" Peace. be still!" the raging billows sta)'ed :
The storm no terror gave, the waves produced no slnck :
Oh! hear Faith's Iltlerance, " Mine is solid 1'0 k !",
Our gracious Lord, in condescending sit ains,
By divers means our warm affection gains.
As !:ihepherd, Husband.• Brother,Lover,Friend,
His love without t-eginning. withont end,
III each relation to the saint displays,
Soft invitations to partake his G RAC E ;
Invited to his GloRy.Failh'shighjoy
Lists 10 the love-call-hails heaven's best employ!"
•• \Vhate'er his WIll,' (the grateful accents fall,)
.. Behold me ready if my Jesus call."
How sweet the retrospect of means of grace
Wherein tbe soul in Zion fOllnd a place,
A habitation. and a home-and where
J ehovab -J esus d wells, and answers prayer:
Fut sweeter still-dPjJllrtiny saints to tell
Of jOJ's before untold NQt half so well
The living can rehearse, the holy peace,
Divine communion, heavenly blisi.
Revealed id Zion's gates. 1\0w, triumphing.
Faith boasts aloud-as banging on the wing,
Foretastillg glory, labouring to be goneOf cOIl!fort unalloyed, of JOys unknown,
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Of seasons w hen, from Jesus' fUlnessfed,
The soul in Jesus wai established.
And thus the notes melodiously flow,
Faith's pinions spread the highest bliss to know:
.. Now his left hand beneath my head is plac'd,
.. And by his right hand is my soul embraced!"
Loud hallelujahs to the great I AM !
Who sitteth on the throne in heavenly realms,
'
Before whom, prostrate fall the numbered tribes
Of his own Israel,-to mortal mind
The throng unnumber'd,-gathered from all climes,
All nations, kindreds, people, and all tongnes,
And HIM upon the throne among them dwells.
No more they hunger, and they thirst no more,The Lamb of God their feeder, and their food,-The bread immortal-ever livin;; fonnt:
And, by the hand of everlasting love,
The Lord Jehovah wipes all tears away!

All blessing, glory, power, thanksgiving, might,
All wisdom, honour, and salvation, be,
To our Jehovah-ever-evermorc.
Clapllam, Jan 1835.

W.G.

---000---

THE SINNER'S PLEA.
HAIL Prince of Peace! in thee I view
A fount.in all divine;
That flows so sov'reign rich and free,
To heal this soul of mine.
There all the discontented may
For satisfaction flee;
And those who know they debtors are
Shall pa)'ment find in thee.
In thee when mortal cisterns fail,
And creature comforts die,
A never failing spring is seen
To raise our sO,uls on high,
There's house, and food, and clothing too,
In Jesus for his bride;
The Lord hath said, It thall be done,
He surcly will provide.
Trust him, my soul, nor doubt his care,
His promise speaks to thee:
Go forth in his dear name alone,
And sav~d thou shalt be.
Gr'cat Captain of thy chosen band,
Lead 011, we'll follow thee:
And then, though death and hell oppose,
Victorious wc shall be.
lIJarch, Islfi 01' Ely.

EBENEZER.

