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"In doctrine shelVing uncOTruptness."
" Beware ye of the leaven of the Pharisees which is Hypocrisy."

"JeslLs Christ, the same yesterday to-day and for ever. Whom to know is life
eternal."

THE CONSEQUENCES OF SIN.

-~T our creation, sin stripped us naked, as it is said of Laodice~.
Sm hath robbed us of our treasure, insomuch that we are become
be~gars, poor, and naked. In short, sin hath robbed us of God,
so that we are become without God in the world." This is a rob­
bery that cannot be paralleled! See what was taken away from God
and man, by the sin of man. I might tell you that sin robbed man
of that paradise of pleasure in which God set him at his creation.
No sooner bad man sinned through the instigation of Satan, that
Old Serpent, but he was turned out of the garden of Eden, and a
flaming sword placed, that turned every way, to keep him from
having access to the tree of life in the midst of the garden. Sin
robbed us of heaven. In short, sin hath disordered and dj~jointed

the whole creation. 'Vhenever man sinned, there came such a load
upon the earth, through the curse of God, that ever since the whole
creation hath been crying in pain, seeking deliverance from that
dead weight that bath been lying upon it. So that, by the sin of
man there is a robbery committed, there are goods stolen from God
and man, and the good creatures of God.

The first note of the song of the angels, is, " Glory to God in
the highest." It is just as if they had said, Glory hath been taken
away from God, by the sin of the first Adam and his posterity, but
now there is a higher revenue of glory to be brought in to the crown
of heaven, than the whole creation in innocency could afford. Ac­
cordingly, our blessed Lord declares, when his work was finished,
after he had gone through his course -of humiliation, he comes to
his Father, and he says, Now, Father, "I have glorified thee on
the earth." Observe the· phraseology, for there is something re­
markable in it, " I have glorified thee on the earth:" the earth was
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the theatre of rebellion where God was affronted, his law violated~

and his sovereignty contemned; but, says he, I have glorified thee
on earth, where thou wast dishonoured.

He restores glory to the DIVINE SOVEREIGNTY, bowing his royal
neck to take on the yoke of the law which we had broken. He was
begotten of a woman, and made under the Jaw, that he might mag­
nify it, and so maintain the honour of the great Lawgiver.

He restores glory likewise to the DIVINE WISDOM; for Christ
himself, in his person and mediation, is just" the Wisdom of God
in a mystery," even his" hidden Wisdom, the manifold Wisdom
of God." Never were the treasures of divine wisdom and know­
ledge so much expended as in the person and mediation of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

And then, he restores glory likewise to the DIVINE POWER; for
Christ is " the power of God :" and when he went fmth to the
great work of man's redemption, he went forth armed with infinite
power to manage it; therefore he is called the arm of God, whom
he hath made strong for the purposes of his glory. Ho'" gloriously
was the power of God displayed when he came from Edom, with
dyed garments from Bozrah, glorious in bis apparel, travelling in
the greatness of his strength; spoiling principalities and powers,
who had spoiled God of his glory, and man of all that was valuable
unto him!

He restores glory to the HOI-lNESS of God. This at.tribute was
inj ured by the sin of man, but its glory is restored by· Christ; and
there is such a brightness of divine holiness shines in the ·person
and mediation of Christ, that when the angels look upon him, they
are dazzled, they are overwhelmed, not being able to behold it,
they cover themselves, and cry, " Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of
hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory."

And then he restores glory to the DIVINE JUsTICE; for in tbe
work of man's redemption, justice gets a complete, and full satis­
faction, till it cry, It is enough. And the justice of God manifested
in the execution of the penalty of the law upon the Surety, is laid as
the very foundation of the throne of grace, that we are called to
for grace and mercy to help in the time of need. "Justice and
judgment are the habitation, or establishment, of thy throne ;" that
is, justice llatisfied, and judgment executed upon the glorious
Surety.

So he restores glory to the DIVINE GOODNESS. God was good
to man, but man trampled it under foot: But Christ makes a higher

·display of the divine goodness, than ever was seen by men or an­
gels; for in bis person and mediation, and sufferings, the goodness
of God breaks out like an ocean, in amazing stream~ oflove, grace,
and mercy. The love of God, 0 how does it shine in, the giving
the only begotten Son into the world! " Herein is love, not that
we loved God, but that he loved us, and gave his own Son 10 be a
propitiation for our sins." And then for grace, GRACE is made to
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", rei~n through righteousness, unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ
our lord." And Jor mercy it is "built up for ever." Thus,
thereis a restituti011 of glory to. the Divine goodness.

Aid likewise there is a restitution of glory to the DIVINE FAITH­

FU L1ESS. The faithfulness of God engaged in the penalty, was
trod upon by man and the devil; but the faithfulness of God is
mahtained in the execution of that penalty threatened against
mal in the person of our glorious Immanuel; and not only so,
blL the faithfulness of God comes to be ESTABLISHED in the new
clVenant" in the very heavens:" for all the promises come to be
"yea and amen in Christ, to the glory of God." Thus Christ
J:)stores what he took not away from his Father.; he restores glory
o God in the highest, which he never took away.

Human nature was debased by sin, and sunk below the beasts
that perish, but the Son of God comes and takes the human nature
into a personal union with himself, and thereby exalts the human
nature above the angelicalnature: " Verily he took not on him
the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham."
1\ nd, " :Unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my
Son, this day have I begotten thee?" And," \Vhen he bringeth

-in the first-begotten into the world, he saith, AIld let all the angels
of God worship him." Thus the glory of human nature is restored
and advanced to a far higher pinnacle of glory and honour, than
when it stood in the first Adam before his tall, adoflled with all its
embroideries in the state of innocency. Believers, look up and
see your nature exalted, taken out of the dunghill, and set on the
throne of God. The throne of God is called" the throne of the
Lamb," because our nature is there in a personal union with the
Eternal 80n of the Father.

But this is not all: he not only restores the glory of human na.
ture: but to all who believe in him, be restores to advantage all
the losles we sustain, either by the sin of the first Adam, or our own
personal transgression. -

Didsin rob us of our sight an-d light, and leave us in darkness?
Christ makes a restitution of that; for'he comes forth as the bright
and norning star, to give light to the darkened world, which may
make'us all sing and say With Z3.charias, "Through the tender
mer<r of our God; whereby the day spring from on high hath
visitid us." "God is the Lord, which hath showed us light; bind
the gcrifice with cords, even Utilto the horns of the altar. Thou art
my God, and I will praise thee; thou art my God, I will exalt
the' 0 give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good: fQr his mercy
end reth for ever."Sr hath robbed us of life, and left us among the congregation
of trdead? Christ makes restitution of that; for he is the resur­
rec n and the life: and having recovered life by his own death,
he ers it in his hand an~ heart, and binds up our life with his,
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live, ye shallli ve also. 0 ur life is hid with Christ in
144
Because I
God.

Sin robbed us of our liberty: Christ makes restitution of hat ;
he buys our liberty at rhe hand of justice, and then takes theexe_
cutioner and binds him, and spoils him of hjs"power over the loor
captive; and having purchaged liberty, he goes forth and procLims
liberty to the captives, and the opening the prison doors to tlem
that are bound.

Satan and sin did spoil us of our wisdom, insomuch that e"er
since we are infatuated, and like fools, spend our money for tht
which is not bread, and our labour for that which cannot'proht u:?
Christ restores wisdom unto fools and paGes; he is " made of GGl
Ullto us wisdom; and when we are determined to come to him, h
makes us wiser than our teachers; wise to know the mysteries ci
the kingdom that _are hid from the wise and prudent of the world,
and revealed unto-babes: "Unto you it isgiven to know the mys­
teries of the kingdom of heaven."

Sin spoiled and robbed us of our original righteousnes5: Christ
makes restitution of that; for he himself is " the Lord our rin-ht­
eousness, and he ""as made sin for us, he who knew no Sill, ~hat
we might be made the righteousness of God in him."

Sih divested us of the beautiful image of God: Christ makes
restitution of that; for that very moment a poor sinner looks IInto
him with the eye of faith, he gets the print of the second Adam
drawn again upon his soul, and it is by beholding his glory that we
are changed into the same image.

Satan and sin robbed us of, and took away our health; so Christ,
he comes to take possession of that: for he is the Physician of va,
lue, and there is no disease so obstinate as is able to stand the vir­
tue and heallllg power of this Physician; so that if we per.sh with
our diseases, we need not do it with that word in our mouth, " Is
there no balm in Gilead, and no physician there r"

Satan spoiled us of our peace: Well, Christ makes restitll'ion of
that; for ,. he is our peace." Peace on earth was one of tl:e arti_
~c1es of the angels of praise, "Peace on earth, and good.wll to.
wards men." Sin robbed liS of our peace with God, Chri,~ res­
tores that; for" God is in Christ, reconciling the world untohim.
self." As sin robbed us of peace of conscience, Christ re ores
that; " peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, giVe I
unto you."

W hen sin kindles a fire of war and strife between man and an;
when Christ comes with the sceptre of his power, he makes tern
beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pru 'ng
hooks; he makes the wolf dwell with the lamb, and the lcopar lie
down with the kid.

Sin robbed us of our ornaments; Christ restores these, he m es
the king's daughter ,all glorious within. He brings us a far b er



H5.
robe of righte-

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

garment, even the garment of salvation, and the
ousness to adorn us.

Sin took away our riches and treasures: Christ opens up a far
better treasure, even unsearchable riches; and he tells us, that
" riches are with him; yea, durable riches and righteousness,J'

By sin we were left without God in the world: Christ makes
restitution of that; for what is Christ? He is' IMMANuEL. And
what is that? He is GOD WITH us. That may make our hearts
rejoice indeed; our God is come back 10 us, and is saying, " I
am the Lord thy God; I will be their God, and they shall be my
people." It is a God in Christ that speaks in such a dialect to
poor sinners. Thus you see, that Christ restores to man, what he
took not away from him.

Sin robbed us of our title and charter to eternal life; whenever
the covenant of works was broken, our charter was gone. But
Christ restores a better charter even the covenant of grace; he
himself is" givenfor a covenant to his people," and is the Alpha
and Omega of the covenant; all the promises and blessings of it
are" in him yea and amen." The covenant of works was a frail
covenant, a slippery security; but the covenant of grace, and the
charter granted unto us in Christ, it is a lasting charter. "The
mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed, but my kindness
shall not depart from thee, neither shall the covenant of my peace
be removed, saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee.

In short, Christ restores beauty and order again to the whole cre­
ation. V/henever man sinned, there fell such a dead weight upon
the creation, that the whole creati9n was like to crumble to its
original chaos; but the thing that prevented it was, the Son of
God bought this earth as a theatre, on which his love to sinners
might be displayed ; therefore he will uphold the theatre till the
scene be acted; ami when it is acted, he will commit it to the
flames: tbere is a word to that purpose. "I will preserve thee
and give thee for a covenant of the people, to establish the earth:
to cause to inherit the desolate heritages." The theatre of this earth
was giving way unller tbe weight of the wrath of GOll; but Christ
being given as a covenant of the people, he upholds the earth and
all things by the word of his power.

E.
---000---

The Editors cif the Gospel Magazine.

BRIEF OBSERVATIONS ON THE WORD DUTY.

My DEAR SIR:

THIS is a word much misused and abused, insomuch that some
persons, soaring high in tbe doctrines of grace, make a boast of
discarding it entirely from their vocabulary. But it should be
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remembered always, that the misuse or abuse of a thing, is no va.
lid argument against its use. And no dOl1bt the word DUTY, like
LA W, is very good when used aright.

" What is God's gift, and God's work, CANNOT be man'sduty."
It is not, therefore, the duty of man to believe in Christ for life
and salvation, for this he cannot do without an act of special grace
on. the part of God: in other words, without the Spirit of Christ,
which is God the Holy Ghost. Nor is it the duty of a sinner to
save himself from hell by his own works, because salvation is the
effect of God's grace freely and discriminatively bestowed. It is
clearly not the duty of anyone to have that which another has an
undoubted right to withhold from him according to his will and
pleasure. But it is the duty of every human being to render per­
fect and unsinning obedience to the Creator and Ruler of all. It is
objected-" Man is a fallen and corm pt si nner, and -therefore can.
not pay." This is true, but he is not less a debtor-it is not lesi
his duty to pay-on that account. Inability to pay can never can­
cera debt. Happy the man that can say, in the true faith of the
gospel, " my glorious Surety paid the debt I owe, and thereby dis­
charged....me frqm all legal obligation."

It is moreover the duty of every rational creature to pray to God,
and to· thank him for rational and providential good things, to be
true and just in all his dealings, doing to others as he himself in
like circumstances would be done unto. In short, duty is that
which we owe to God and to our fellow-creatures.

" Then one of them, a lawyer, askeci, tempting him, and saying,
Master, which is the great commandment in the law? Jesus said
unto him, thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first, and
great commandment. And the second is like unto it. Thou shalt
love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments,
hang all the law and the prophets." If any oue be disposed to en­
large, here is ample scope. It is an important thing to divide the
word of God aright, keeping the law and the gospel perfectly dis­
tinct and unmixed! Jesus paid the debt of obedience, and
suffered the penalty of transgression, and to them who believe ill
him, he is a receipt in full of all demands, to tbem it may be said,
Put on therefore the Lord Je~us, and make not pro ision for the
flesh to fulfil the lusts thereof. What we owe to do is our duty;
and therefore let us render to Cesar the things which are Cesar's,
and to God the things which are God's. At the same time having
no confidence in mere duty-religion-men, who are no better than
Scribes and Pharisees-hypocrites!

A CORRESPONDENT.
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No. un.
NOW complete in Christ, thou ne~'er canst be com-

.....

IF thou art not
plete.

Believer, fight on in the strength of the Lord, and in the power
of his might, soon thou shalt be what Christ now is. The mem..
bers of his mystical body shall be perfectly like the head-righte­
ous and holy, happy in body and soul.

. My corruptions are my cross; and they would have been a sore
burden, too heavy for me to bear, if the curse had not been taken.
out of them. But still pardoned as they are, yet in this taberna­
cle I do groan being burthened. I believe the day is coming,
when I shall have perfect and eternal freedom from sin arid sorrow.
The first fruits of this only make me long the more for the blessed
harvest. But .still I desire to wait in h ope, bearing my cross until
the will of God be done.

The scriptures testify that the conquerors now round the throne,
overcame by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of the testi­
many, thu~ they found the promised victory.

Fight under the banner of J eSU5, keep close to his colours, follow
strictly his orders, and be will keep the world, sin and Satan under
thy feet to-day, and thou sbalt in the end come off more than
conqueror.

Thy crown is in thy Lord's.keeping, and as sme as it is on his
head, it shall be on thine. Thou shalt soon set down with ,him on
his throne, a crowned conqueror for evermore.

My beloved, n,ever forget so long as thou art in the body, the
flesh warreth against the spirit, and the spirit against the flesh; in
this conflict thou mayest FALL, but tbe cov~nant secures tbee from
PERISHING. Abrabam the father of the faithful fell; who was the
friend of God, fell into tbe same sin again and again. Moses fell;
so did David •. Peter, FOREWARNED, fell; so did all the apostles,
yet they were believers, and tbey were by the Holy Spirit reco­
vered out of the snare of the devil. Thus restored, you will learn
to glorify more the infinitely perfect salvation of Jesus, and .will
be more dependent upon tbe grace and keeping of the Eternal
Spirit. .

God loves his family as a father, and loves everyone of them
with the same Almighty love. He cannot change, nor €:ease to be
a father, and they cannot cease to be his children. His name is a
securi't'y to them, that they cannot perish, for if ONE of them
could, ALL migbt.

For tby final preservance, search the scriptl:lres, and observe how
clearly God declares bis fixed purpose to keep his people, and to
hold them up to the end.
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BERRIDGE'S LETTERS.

LETTER. xxvn.
Tabernacle, Jan. 10, )789.

BERRIDGE.JOH

DEAR AND HONOURED SIR,
YESTERDAY I came to Tabernacle safe and well, after some delay
and peril in the morning early from a rusty horse. rhe first five
miles he went well, then would only walk and turn about, at six,
when the moon went down, he fell down, and would·go no further.
We were now eight miles from Stevenage, sitting cold in a chaise.
I betook myself lustily to the old remedy, prayer, and the Lord
inclined a waggoner to lend us a horse to Stevenage, and put our
rusty one into his team. Is not the Lord wonderful in working~

Who would distrust him? After this deliverance, attended with
many thanksgivings, I had a fresh occasion for much joy and
thankfulness this morning, for your double tens for the poor, who
will now be flocking for relief, like sparrows to a barley-stack
in winter, and will have the comfort of your silver grains. I
received your account of Mr. Hamilton, which is encouraging in
the extreme, but I commit all to'my master in daily prayer, telling
him, the curate is not for me, but for himself, and desiring him
to direct my kind friends in their search, and to direct the heart of
a youth to Everton, who may profit the people.· By means of
constant prayer, my heart is quite at ease.· Oh the blessing of
faith! Thanks to my Jesus for a pittance of it. The Lord multi­
ply daily mercies upon you, and bless your children with an
heartfelt knowledge of his salvation.

I am, dear and honoured Sir, your truly affectionate, and much
o~liged servant,

-000---

To the Editors of the Gospel Magazine .

• ON SPlRITUALIZING HOLY SCRIPTURE,

DEAR SIR,
IN a'little desultory reading during the Christmas holidays, I met
with the following passage, and as it expresses my thoughts on this
subject, better than any language of mine can do it, I beg to trans­
cribe it for a place in your pages.

" Take Christ with you as your teacher, sit at his feet, learn of
pim, look for more of him; read with less reference to self, and
with your eye always fi xed upon his character and work, and light
will he poured in upon your mind, the word will be a lamp to your
path, and nouri,hment to your soul.

" Perhaps you have contracted that habit-than which nothincr
is more inj urious, or more demonstrative of a depraved state of th~
spiritual appetite-I mean the practice of spiritualizing all you
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read~ and being dissatisfied unless you can do'so with facility.
This is a habit to which young Christians are too f-requently ad­
dieted; and give me leave to say there is nothing more calculated
to blind the mind to the glory and import of what has been revealed.
The attention is turned from the testimony of the Spirit, and ~he
word is made to convey a meaning utterly divei"s~ from the ml.nd
of him who hath spoken; and thus, not only those passages whiCh
are evidently figurative, and which require a spiritual interpreta­
tion, but every precept, every exhortation, every narrative, a~d
every statement, is made to speak a language ditferent from Its
obvious meaning, to the misleading of the reader, and to the mar-
ring of the beauty and the glory of the word. .

" This ought not so to be. The Spirit of God has conveyed hIS
mind in the best language; and to understand what his mind i~,
we must take his word, for the most part, in their plain g.rammat~­

cal sense, and thus a greater confidence will be begotten Ill. wha~ IS

revealed, the fulfilment of prophecy will be looked for WIth faIth
and patience, divine precepts will be received as the dir.ections ?f
God, for plain, and positive, and present purposes; the soul will
be healthy by feeding upon wholesome nutriment, and darkness
and doubtings wiIlless embarrass it."

Allow me to add here-spiritual objects and subjects are, all
along through the scriptures, represented to us by the sensible
images: and indeed this appears to be the only mode by which th.e
church of God in the time.state of her existence, can receive SpI­
ritual instruction. All our knowledge comes to us through the
medium of our senses: and therefore we can form no adequate idea
of any person or thing which we have never at any time seen, or
beard, or touched.

Wben our Lord says, in accommodation to onr present capaci­
ti~s, H'I am the vine, ye are the branches," his language is not to
be understood literally, but figuratively. So again, when the apos­
tle speaks of Christ as a head, and his people as members ofa body,
the language is figurative, and relates to a union altogether spirit­
ual. But it is not possible, by any effort of the most ingenious
imagina~ion to convey the precious truths thus revealed in a clearer
and more intelligible manner than is done by the words of scrip­
ture. The unionlof Christ and his chur{:h is inconceivable without
the aid of sensible images. Where the scriptures have a spiritual
meaning the very best images are chosen to express it; and where
they have not obviously a spiritual meaning they can only be un­
derstood literally,except by the aid of the imagination, whose inter­
pretation, varying with different persons, and often with the same
persons at different times, can never be received with confidence.

.The allegory set forth by Paul, in his epistle to the Galatians, could
Vol. lV.-No. IV. U
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nev~r have been received by the church had it not proceeded from
an i~spired penman. ' '.

Persons of lively and playful imaginations often fancy resem­
blances when in reality there are none. For instance, Paul and his
companions'in voyage getting safe to land, on boards and broken
pieces of the 'stranded ,ship is ima~ined by some good men to be
figurative .of the final salvation of the tempest-tossed church of
God; yet there is reaHy no resemblance, for the vessel or ark in
which they sail, is never stranded and wrecked, and consequently
they are not finally saved by separated planks and broken frag­
ments-nay, the Lord Jesus, the ark of the everlasting covenant,
is the whole and undivided salvation of every one of them. The
ark, in which Noah and' his family was saved: consisting of upper,
second, and third story, has been supposed to imply the doctrine of
t~ie Trinity; but if tfiis fundamental doctrine of our faith had no
better support than such far-fetched'imagining~,it could never be
certainly known, nor successfully defended.

Many other instances might be noticed, but I will here only cite
one more. In order to induce J acob to permit Benjamin to go
down into Egypt, to Joseph, J udah says to his father, (Gen. xliii.
9.) " I will be surety for him, of my band shalt thou require him;
if I bring him not unto thee, and set him before thee, then let me
bear the blame for ever." This language being imagined. suitable
for Christ as the Surety of the everlasting covenant, it is often
quoted as having actually been spoken by him to. his God and
Father; but we have no authority in scripture; unless this single
text be admitted as authority in so weighty a matter-we have no
scri ptural authority for believing that Christ offered himself as a
Mediator and Surety, but on the contrary, he was chosen, elected,
called, and appointed, set up and sent by the Father. All that he
is in relation .to his own church he is made by the Father. "He
glorified not himself to be made a high priest and Surety, but him
that said unto him-Thou art,my Son, this day have I begotten
thee.", Playing upon words may tickle the ears and fancies so as
to amuse light minds, but it affords no edification nor consolation
to reflecting and'sober-minded persons, who can rest upon nothing
but plain and solid truth.. " God so loved the world that he gave
bis only begotten Son." "Christ loved the church and gave'him­
self for it." And in, accordance with this, Paul saith, Gal. iii. 4.
" Grace to you and peace from God the Father, and Qur Lord
Jesus Cbrist, who gave himself for our sins that he might deliv~r

us from this evil,world, according to the will of God, 'and our
Father: to whom be glory for ever and eVilr. Amen.'

Jan. 1839. A LAYMAN.

-000---
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" I ,
THE SERPENT S FOOD, AND THB CHILDREN S FARE FROM.THB

SERPENT'S BrrR. '
" And dust shall be the serpent's meat."

"The poison of. asps is under tbeir lips."
"They shall say all manner of evil against vou falsely, for my sake....

(concluded from p. 106.)
I WOULD ask, Can a man's mind be in the right, when all his pri?­
ciples are bad? Vipers, inwardly full of malice, hatred, envy, bIt­
terness, and evil speaking; it looks innocent, as if it could h~rm

nobody, but under the garb of religion, holiness, and morality,
what will such characters not do ? The Redeemer calls such by the
same name John did, in Matt. xii. and chap. xxiii. " Ye serpents,
ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell?"
l~air in speech and show, but cruel and dangerous; with many such
as these we have had to combat, who are of their father the devil,
and the desires of their father they do. The phrase, " Dust shalt
thou eat," implies a state of absolute subjection, for so it signifies
in scripture-" his enemies shall lick the dust; they shall lick the
dust like a serpent-they shall bow down to the earth, and lick up
the dust of thy feet." These enemies shall be totally vanquished
and subdued, and lie at the feet of the conqueror. ;By the dust
that the serpent is to eat is meant sinners against the Most High,
living and dying enemies to God, Father, SOli and Spirit-enemies
to truth and the seed of God. This I think is clear from the de­
claration, " I will put enmity between thy seed and her seed," the
seed of the serpent. This is the dust he is to eat; this is his
curse. These persons are t~e serpent's prey, and the dust he shall
devour. The phrase of Satan eating, denotes the hellish pleasure
he takes in the destruction of man; for a person is supposed to eat
nothing but what he loves: it is the devil's meat, his joy, his de­
light, to lead into sin, to get men to serve him, and to buffet, ve~,
and plague the saints. Fugius observes, Satan is a spirit, and
must therefore require immaterial food; which can be nothing else
but the sins of men, on which he feeds with pleasure. Ambrose
says,_ that by dust we are to understand the flesh of men, on which
God permits Satan t() feed, that is, sometimes to torment and grieve
the bodies of believers, fur over their souls he has not the least com­
mand. The dust, therefore, Satan eats, is the seed spoken of as
the seed of the serpen't; these are called cattle, and the beasts of
the field-these are Satan's portion, bear his image, and will be
found like him another day even in the resurrection of the wicked,
" When they shall awake, 0 Lord, thou Wilt despise their image."
All the sins, infirmities, temptations, and troubles of God's dear
people-these are .the dust he feeds on. And as it is with the father
serpent, so it is with his seed; his offspring a generation of vipers
and serpents, they have their portion of dust tu eat, and they can
feed on nothing else-and this every believer has seen to bis
grid .
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What in one scripture ,is called the seed of the serpent, is in
anothercaJled the childre.f1 of the wicked. one. First, Because as
si.nners, they are his offspring. Secondly, Because they are like
hlm',.and bear the' same names, a liar, a lion, a serpent, a destroyer,
and an enemy; and because they bear his image, do his works, and
obey his commands; their food is alike-dust is their meat as well
as ·h!s•. This is an,other point we shall discover. Map bat"ing lost
the Image of God, left the fountain-of his bliss anti satisfaction;
his mind SOOI1 became vitiated-a vacancy being in it, I~e seeks to
fill the empty space with any thing, and every thing but God.
This is the state of every man b"y nature; this the believer can
~emember with regret, and C'iln now look back on his former folly
m~orsa~ifl,g the fountain, and £leaving to the stream of creature­
satIsfaction, Changed by grace, he views his fellow-immortals

'seeki£.Jg for ~hat, which will never satisfy him.
The miser"a ,poor grovelling serpent, feeding on white and yel.

low dust,-

.. Throwing up his int'rest in both worlds,-

First 'starv'd in tbis, tben damn'd in that to come."-BLAIR,

" He heapeth 'up richei. and cannot tell who shall gather them.
Helayeth up silver as the dust-he panteth after the dust of the
earth." Thus such serpents eat the dust, while their covetous
hearts are peq)'etually 'crying, H Give I Give '" "They grudge,
and are not satis'fied." All the "ain pursuits, carnal gratifications,
sensual delights, and that phantom called pleasure, which a world­
ling strives for, is but trying to fill the mind with dust. Hence the
prophet'Isaiah represents them as a people dreaming, " They
~ave been eating and drinking, and when they awake up, behold
they are hungry:" Isaiah'xxix. Hence David prays, "And let me
not eat of their dilin'ties." For all that is in the world, is the lust
of the flesh~ the lust of the eyes, the pride of life-these are not of
t,he Father, but of the world-these are asbes, and the dust they
feed on. Men of persecufi.ri.g spirit, whose hearts rise against God,
religion,. ana the dear Saviour, the work of the Spirit, and all saints
-these'are said to feed on the saints; they are well pleased at every
!!pecies of persec'ution ; " They:eat up my people as they eat bread,
and call not upon God." "When my to.es came upon me to ellt
ri)y flesh, they stumbled and fell," Hence David prays, " De1iver
lite from the men who are thy sword, 0 Lord, whose belly tho'u
fillest with thy hid treasures'" Thus, like Satan, tb-ey wait to eat,
to' devour, -to destroy the Lord's people, woo are called dust. "I
that am dust and ashe5, have taken upon me to speak to the Lord."
" Who qm number the dust of Jacob? Thy servants take plea­
sure in her stones, and favour the dust thereof."

Erroneous cnaracters, who have been in a profession of the truth,
and who have left' it and turned again like a washed swine to the
mire; who have taken seven other spirits, far worse than before
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they heard the gospel. These persons are industriously circulating
errors; trying to make such kind of proselytes, who are twofold
more the children of hell than they .were before. ' Such characters are
serpents and vipers, make a fair show to deceive and damn immor­
tal SOUlll: they talk about universal charity, univ~rsal redemption,
and the universal goodness '0f God as too kind to consign any 'man
to perdition: they argue for an universal salvation; and that if any
man should be lost, he will be restored again; so also against the
sovereignty of God, in the dQctrine of election and divine predes­
tination, one being taken and another left; so against the obedience
of Christ, as our justifying righteousness-the divinity 'Of the Son
or the Spirit they level their artillery against, also the Trinity ill
Unity; against the high privileges of God's elect, and the funda.
mentals of the gospel; and this to deceive the simple and unwary.
Hence such are described in the book of Proverbs: " She eatetli
(that is, enjoyeth these deceptions and awful delusions~ and saith, I
have done no wickednes." Prove xxi. "Ephraim feedeth '00 ashes;
a deceived heart hath turned him aside, he cannot deliver his'soul~

nor say is there not a lie in my right hand." This is the serpent's
meat, and if grace does not prevent it,they must have the serpent's
portion-a fearful looking for judgment and fiery indignation,
which shall devour the ADV ERRSARl Es-Pharisees. These are of
different kinds, and under various orders-some in a profession of
gospel truth, sit under its sound, obey its external precepts as far
as relates to bodily exercise; others are inimical to the.very sound
of it altogether, yet pride themselves upon following the religion
they were brougbt, up in; that they are as good as the,}" wish to
be; and not- half so bad as their neighbours. Tlhus in heart ,they
are all alike; those in a profession and those out of it, are all
upon a le'vel. They thank God, they are not so bad as those vile
AIitinomians, who taik about free grace, and perform no works.
Others thank God they are not quite so bad, nor indeed nothing
like, other people; they have good hearts, they mean well, and
wish well to all. Hence our dear Lord spoke a parable to those
who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised
others. The -Pharisee stood and prayed, " God I thank thee I am
not as other men ;"-50 they vainly think, and so they declare;
their works' are of themselves; they wear spider's webs, they make
a covering, but not of God's Spirit; they are stretching themselves
upon a bed which is too short, and so all will find who reject the
plan of salvation, by Jesus alone. Tbese make a noise about holi­
ness, and these sound a trumpet and proclaim their own goodness;
and they have their reward-this is but sounding brass and the tin­
kling of a cymbal-it is feeding on Wind; all the works they do,
art: to be seen of men; but the Saviour says to his disciples, " Be
ye not like to them. These will give nothing away without their
names are published, printed, or put up in the f~ont of an almshouse,
or on the walls of a church or hospital ;-on these things thfy feed
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...-a good name among men; a reputation in the world: this is the
foundation of their hope, and 'this is said to be dust, " His founda­
tion is in tlle dust; .but. the hail will sweep away their refuge of
lies, an,d the waters will overflow their hiding-places," what they
~uild on that they enjoy; and thus dust is their meat; and if they
do not absolutely declare that all their hopes areJaid on what they
do,they conclu~e their good works will either help forward their
salvation, or are grand evidences of it; whereas, nothing that the
brightest can do, externally, is any evidence of his new- birth, (or
any man destitute of divine grace can do the same. He may hear,
read, speak. well, relieve the poor, and be founr! in every external
ordinance; so says Isai. xlviii. and Ezekiel xxiii. And should this
be read by any, who has been building on such evidences, I ~ray

God that the-scales may drop froIU their eyes, that they may see
their d~nger, and be brought, as poor sinners to the Lord Jesus
Christ for all they want.

The performances of persons who are aestitute of the grace of
God, are called the works of the law; whereas it is not so properly,
for they are ignorant of the Jaw; nor does the law c~ll for any
such works; therefore they are but the works of the flesh,- and
those who feed on them are eating dust, whether they are in a pro­
fession or not. Hence God threatens his enemies. that he will send
-them the" poison of serpents of the dust." Deut. xxii. And when
he takes a sinner in band, he is said to " scrape her dust from
her." Ezek. xxvi. then he kindly invites; " Come let us reason to­
gether, though thy sins be as scarlet they shall be as wool,&c." and I
will surely purge away the dross, and take away thy tin. Isai. i.......
This is the work of God, and this must be done if ever we see the
.face of God with joy; we must be stripped of all supposed good­
ness, and emptied of self before we can be filled with the Saviour.
When a poor sinner comes into a profession, he is full of l(gality,
and being full of sin and darkness, he generally flies to those kind
of preachers who will set him to work; and these commonly argue
with such poor sinners, "Why, as you have done so much against
God, it is now high time you did something for God." Tbis sounds
well in the ears of such, and to work they go, to try to please God;
and if the preacher does not immediately send tbem to the Jaw,
they are generally sent to some tradition of the elders; they must
become teachers in Sunday Schools; they must form a Society and
.visit the sick; they must attend upon prayer meetings and other
religious societies. Here tbose who have no spiritual life can rest;
upon these husks they can feed; but where tbere is real hungering
and thirsting after the bread of life, the mind cannot be fed with
such things; not but that they are praiseworthy in themselves, but
they should not be carried on by souls in such a state, their place
is to wall at the door of mercy; to be in spiritual labour to get the
bread of life, and having found it, then to observe their call in
providence to visit others.

.-

....
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But many are at this work all their days, and will be found with

no other title or qualification for glory but this. When death
comes, then they will, perhaps, baveto reflect with pleasure 'on-the
use they have been to others.. But ,I his will be.a miserable foun.
dation; and if they do not expect salvation upon this ground, yet
they must confess they have looked upon tbese things as fruits and
evidences; but eternity will convince them they are not the fruits
of the Spirit. Hypocrites iand Pharisees can' feed bere, but a
quickened soul cannot; this every truly converted character must
acknowledge. Those hypocritical professors not only feed on
these externals, but on the failings, sins, and falls, either real or
supposed, of God's people, every fall they hear of isas marrow and
fatness in them: these they sweetly enjoy, quite forgetting that they
cannot be said to fall themselves, for, as they never stood either by
faith or love; they cannot fall; they have but few temptations, and
those' only what a worldly. man has, and not what is peculiar to
God's elect. Hence the apostle says, ~, Let him that THINKETH

he standeth"-he'only thinks ,so, yet he may fall from his profes­
sion altogether;. and as he exulted in th~ supposed-faHs of the
saints, God may cast him down from his excellency.;' I have often
observed this myself, and the sacred scriptures strikingly set it forth
-" The'net they spread for others, the .pit they have digged they
have been taken in." '80 God has always testified. sooner or later,
as it is written, "He that rolleth a stone it shall turn upon him',
and he that diggeth a pit he shall fall therein. He that cleaveth
wood shall be endangered thereby." Eccles. x. 8-15. The food
of the serpent is said to be lies,-" Ye have 'eaten lies."" Hosea
x . .13. This is that kind offood' w.hich suits their'vitiated taSte.
The same prophet declares, " The¥ eat up the sin ofmy people;
they set. their hearts on their iniquity, for they shall eat and not
have enough." Hosea. :iv. 8-10. The· private injury done to
others is called" bread eaten. in secret places-and such eaters are
like Pharaoh's lean kine, none the better for all they, have devoured.
They are said to eat up the flesh of God's people,' Psa. xxvii. ~.

and their lying words,back-biting, whisperings, envies, hatred, and
gossiping and evil speaking, their running from house to house
with tales against others, their secret and outward triumph in all
they can get against othe'rs, demonstrates a serpentine disposition,
feeding on dust. Such food is suited to the Tl~lish of depraved
nature, which loveth gilding and varnish, to hide a base metal.
Who under the garb 'Ofsanctity can murder while they smile! The
text concludes, " They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy
mountain, saith the L.ord." This was renewed in the New Testa­
ment, "Nothing shall by any means hurt you." And, in fact,
nothing can eventually hurt the church; sin cannot, as it is atoned
for-the guilt of it is gone-the love of it is removed as the love
of Jesus comes into the mind; and the power and dominion ofit is
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removed by Almighty grace,-" the stronger than the strong man
armed." "The law cannot, because it is well satisfied with the obe­
dience of the adorable Surety. Satan cannot: Frighten he may,
but cannot touch them to their injury, for, his very temptations
make us hate him the more. "Our own inbred corruptions cannot
hurt us; the more trying they are to us, the more we loath them
and abhor ourselves, as vile in God's sight. The world cannot, as
it is overcome for us, and the faith God has given will overcome it
in us. Pharisees, hypocrites, and impostors, with their damnable
errors cannot, though they may cause us much trouble. Yet this
will furnish us with much matter for prayer and fear: these things
will drive us nearer to God. Nor can poverty, pain, reproach, or
sorrow do it, for these show us this is not our rest, it is polluted; and
all these work together for good, as sure as we are called according
to his purpose. These can neither hurt nor 'destroy "one bud of
hope, or faith, or desire, or affection, either to God or his truth.
Nor destroy the soul, God loves it too well, and Jesus has paid too
great a price to permit it to be lost. Besides, it is the temple of
the Holy and Eternal Spirit; Who then can destroy it ?

The church is called God's holy mountain-typifiedl by Mount
Sion, fir:mly settled in the eternal love, and everlasting purposes of

\. grace. Conspicuous and useful in the world; they are called a
,holy people; the Lord Jesus Christ is their holiness before God,
" Ye are complete in him, who .of God is made unto us sanctifi-
cation." ""

Secondly, All their holiness is received from him, as the" high
priest of" their profession; anointed and taught by him as a pro­
phet; they obey his commands as a king; this constitutes them
holy, as their faith embraces the atonement and righteousness of
Christ; the Hol.v Spirit's gracious inhabitation leads them to love
and delight in God, his ways, .his truth, his people, and his ordi­
nances; 'having grace given to .walk in wisdom to them that are
without':""this is real holiness, and this is the work of God; this
proves ·our u'nion to the Saviour, and this is our meetness for glory,
-".And such honour have all the saints.

"But he who seekS to live
, A godly life in Christ,

'And unto Christ will give-
The praise from first to last,

Is .urely doom'<J, to. w~r1dly shame,
And born to bear a wicked name.

....

:"; ( i .

Tho' friendly in his will,
And meek his ~nswers are,

Some persecution still
Attends him eve"ry where:

Faith in the cross brings high disdain,
And.usage coarse from carnal men.
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Oh let'the C\"(lSS'S scorn
Be welcome to my heart,

And patiently be borne, .
Though bringing daily smart j

N\lr let me tllrn my head aside,
Through dastard fears or fretful pride.

Yea let me count that pain,
Which Jesus' cross will bring,

As most substantial gain,
A present from the King.

But let the King smile on my face,
W hen for his name I meet disgrace.

TVestminstel·. '

----000----

w.

161

THE DECREE AND COUNSEL OF GOD.

(Concludedjrom page 100.)
OF those three things which are propounded, as concuring to the
perfection of God's counsel, namely, a scope, conceived of the mind
and intention of will, the third remains to be considered, which is
called good pleasure. The good pleasure of God is an act of Divine
will most freely and effectually determining of all things. Good
pleasure in the scripture doth most usually set forth the good will
of God, whereby he wilJetb, and determineth a saving good unto
his; yet because all the counsel of God is well pleasin~ to him, it
is rightly used by divines to explain every counsel of God, even
according to the scriptures. This will is truly free: because
whatsoever it willeth, it willeth not by tbe necessity of nature, but
by counsel; it is most free, or chiefly and absolutely free depend­
ing upon no other; but the freedom of tbe will of men and angels
by reason of that dependence which it bath of God, is less free,
partaking of another. Freedom in those operations which are out­
ward, is not only concomitant, as it is in inward operations, but
also it is antecedent by way of a principle; because that which
God willeth to work outwardly, he willeth' not out of necessity of
nature, but of precedent choice; for there is not a necessary con­
nexion between the Divine nature, and those acts. This will is
effectual; because whatsoever it willeth he effecteth in its time;
neither is there any thing that is Rot done, if -he willeth it to be
done, Psalm cxv. 3, and cxxxv. 6. Jehovah cloth whate\'er he
pleaseth, hence the will of God is the first cause of all things, Rev.
iv. 11. By thy will they are and were created, but the will of God
as it willeth to work outwardly, doth presuppose the goodness of
the object, but by willing doth make the object. James i. 8. Be­
cause he would he begat us. Rom. ix. IS. He hath mercy on whom
he will. Therefore there is no cause properly so called, to be given
of God's will. Hence it is rightly said that God cloth will one
thing to exist for another; but not that, that one thing is a proper

Vol. IV.-No. IV. X
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cause whereby the will of God is inwardly moved to appoint that
other thing, so God would that the sun and stars should exist for
the generation, conservation, and corruption of things below; yet
the sun and stars are not a cause why God would that those things
should be generated, conservated, and corrupte.d, and so it is in all
things out of God, which indeed among themselves are causes and
effects even as they depend upon the Divine will, but there is no
cause of God's will out of it's self, also the willing of one thing in
God, is not properly a cause, effecting that he will another in him­
self, because the efficiency of a cause upon an effect, and depen­
dence,of the effect upon a cause cannot be in the will of God;
which is God himself, truly and simply willing all things together
and at once, will only act; yet it is true that the school men say,
that a passive attingency of the Divine will in respect of one thing,
is a cause of a passive attingency in respect of another; and so in
this sense it is truly and piously said, that God willeth some one
thing, because he willeth another.

Therefore, although God willeth many things which will not fol­
low but upon some antecedent act of the creature, yet the very
act of willing in God doth not properly depend as a consequent
thing upon the act of the creature; neither is it lawful under the
appellation of an antecedent will to give unto God that imperfect
will which is called a woulding in the schools, for it doth not agree
to an omniscient, omnipotent, and infinitely blessed nature, where­
fore that opinion which determines that God doth will something
antecedently to the act of the creature, which same thing afterwards
he willeth not towards them, but wills another thing, is not to be
admitted; because it makes the will of God mutable and depend-

. ing upon the act of the creature; so that as often_as the act of the
creature is changed, so often also it is changed; by that opinion
also that form of speech prescribed in tbe word of God wherein we
commit.ourselves and ours to God, as I will do this, or tbat, if God
will, should not be used in all things, but turned contrarily, God
will do this or that, if man will. Tbis will determines of all things,
greatest, least, contingent, necessary, free, without exception.­
This the scripture shows of all kind of thi ngs ; as of Christ Jesus to
be glorified, anp the church to be sal'ed by him, Psa. ii. and ex.
iv. and xl. 7-9. Heb. xvi. 21. Eph. v. 23. 2 Tim. i. 9. Of Pha­
roah, Exod. i. 3. where God did so dispose of all things, that he
mioht move Pharoah to persecute and overthrow the people of
Isr~el; nay, he hardened him, that he might persecute thepl: yet
Pharoah and Israel did work freely; in like manner of "the selling
of Joseph, wherein all things happened freely and contingently,
God determining of it according to his will, of the very heart of
man, Psalm xxxiii. 15. 1 Samuel x. 9, 26. Proverbs xxi. l.
Of a man killing another by chance, Exod. 21. 13. Of the lot
cast·into the lap, Prove xvi. 33. Of the little sparrolVs falling to
the ground. Of all the hairs of a man's head, Matt. xxix. 30._ Of

..
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the lilies, flowers, and grass of the earth, Matt. vi. 28, 30. Finally,
and all created things, Job xxxviii. Psa. civ. Isai. xlv. 7. Jer. xiv.
22.

If God should not determine of all things, his will should not
be simply and universally the first cause; and therefore they that
think the contrary, must of necessity either make two first begin.
niAgs, or more than two, which is very far from all truth. But
there is not the same reason of will as there is of Divine knowledge
and power; for knowledge knows all things that may be known,
and power can do all possible things, and they are stretched forth
together beyond those things which actually have been, are, and
shall be; but by his will he willeth not all things he can will, but
all things he judgeth to be willed, and therefore actually to be
hereafter: whence it is that although God may be called omnis­
cient, and omnipotent, yet he cannot be called omnivolent : what.
ever God willeth in all these things, he is universally effectuaily ;
so as he can in no wise be hindered, or frustrated, whereby he can­
not obtain what he wills, for if he should properly will anything,
and could not obtain it, he should not be most perfect and blessed.
Yet the will of God doth not infer a necessity upon all future things,
but a certainty as only touching the event, that the bones of Christ
should be broken, because God would that they should not be
broken; yet there was no necessity imposed upon the soldiers'
spears and other second causes which were present; nay, it is so
far off, that the will of God which doth most certainly attain to
whatsoever it willeth, doth urge all things with hard necessity, that
it is the prime root and efficient cause of all that contingency, and
freedom, which is in all things; because it doth effectually fore­
ordain such effects to follow such causes.

In those things which God willeth there is a certain order con­
ceived, namely, that the first he willeth the end before the means
to the end, because he worked! by most perfect reason; and among
the means he first willeth those things which come nearest to the
end, for that which is first in order ofexecutioll that i5last in order
of intention, and so contrarily, this will of God is partly hidden,
and partly revealed, Deut. xxix. 29. Those means by which the
will is revealed are rightly called the will of the sign,· not only
metaphorically, because they declare among men what they would
have, but all metaphorically, became they are in either effects or
adjuncts partly declaring the proper will of God. There ·are five
signs put in the old verse, " He commandeth, and forbiddeth,
permittetb, promiseth, fultilleth." Thus far in general of God's
efficiency, which together with this sufficiency, doth make a fit,
and adequate object of f<lith. Your obedient servant,

MARK.
----000----
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THE LAW OF WORKS.

" Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the
image of God made be man."

THE same day that sin entered into our world, the serpent (the
qIurderer) was cursed. The second curse pronounced by the Lord
~as for man's sake, as it is written, " Cursed is the ground for thy
sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life." Gen.
iii. 14, 17. The third curse upon record was pronounced upon
Cain, who was of the wicked one, and slew his brother, because
his own works were evil, and his brother's righteous. Gen. iv. 1 I,
12 1 John iii. 12.

After the flood, ancl after, Noah had offered a burnt-offering
unto the Lord,.it is written, " God blessed Noah and his sons, and
said ul1to them," amongst other things, " Surely your blood of you...
lives will I require; at the hand of every beast will 1 require it,
and at the hand of every man's brother will I require the life of
man. Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be
shed: for in the image of God made he mao." (Gen. ix. 5,6.)­
:The reader will observe the cause assigned for tbis law against
murder, is not that man was then the image of God, or in the image
of God; but that he was MADE or created in tbe image of God,
namely, in knowledge, righteousness, and true holiness: which
image. constituted Adam's pre-eminence above the pre-existent
fish, birds, and beasts. But which pre-eminence Adam l,ost when
he transgressed the commandment of God: for the Scripture saith
of sinful men, tbat, " Man that is in honor, and understandeth not
is like the beasts l;ha.t perish." Psa. xlix. 20. Again," I said in
my heart concerning the estate of the sons of (Adam) men, that
God U)ight manifest them, and that they might see that they them­
,selves ~re beasts. For that which befalleth the sons of Adam be­
fall~th beasts; even one thing befalleth them; as the one dieth so
.dieth the other; yea, they have all one breath.: so that a man hath
no pre-eminence above a beast; for all is vanity." (Ecclesiastes iii.
18,19.
: And the reader will further.observe, that these sayings are re­
corded for the express purpose, that the sons of Adam might see
that thelj themselves are beasts. For such indeed is comparatively
their state who are dead in sin. "Give not (saith the Lord of
Glory) that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearl
before swine," "Go ye, and tell that fox," &c. (Matt. vii. 6.
Philip. iii. 2. Luke xiii. 32.) And as the dogs, the swine, and the
fo:r: are not in the image of God; so neither 'are unregenerated
men either in the image of God, or. have the image of &od. There­
fore, unless a man be renewed in knowledge, righteousness and true
holiness after the image of God, be hath no pre-eminence above a
dog, or the swine, or the fox : for king Herod was called a fo::: by
ON E who could nut err. And therefore, unless a man be born of
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the Spirit, he hath no spirit that goeth upwards, ~Eccles. 111. 21.)
or, that returns to God; (Eccles. xii. 7.) fur his~ soul goeth £nto
hell. (Luke xvi. 23.) Let the reader ponder these things; and then
let him say, what must be the state of those heady and high-minded
professors, C2 Tim. iii. iv.) who are so regardless of thus saith the
Lord, as to ~eclare in opposition to the testimony of God, that sin­
ful men, dead in sin, as standing higher in the scale of beings than
abmst j and who represent men, (whom Christ calls dogs, swine,
&c.) to be in the image of God!

THE OLD COVENANT.

Brethren, saith an apostle, I speak after the manner of men;
though it be but a man's covenant, yet if it be confirmed, no man
disannulleth, or addeth thereto. Now to Abraham and his seed
were tbe promises made. He sailh not, And to seeds, as of many,
but as of one, and to thy seed, which is Christ. And this is I say
that the covenant which (which is elsewhere called the everlasting
ccvenant),t that was confirmed before of God in Christ; the law
(which is called the covenant which waxeth old), which wasfour
hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul tbat it should
make t,he promise of none effect. (Gal. iii. 15, 17.) "Wherefore
then servcth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till
tbe seed should come to whom the promise was made." (Gal. iii.
)9.) Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound,
(Rom. v. 20.) for by the law is the knowledge of sin. (Rom.
ili. 20.)

Having premised these things to the intent, that the reader
should observe the distinction between the law of works, or tbe
l;ovenant whi,ch wax-etk old and the law of faith or the new cove­
nant; I shall now set forth the law which was given by Moses: an~

afterwards the grace and truth, of which tbe law was a shadow,
which came by Jesus Christ! (John i. 17.) For the law respcct,­
ing the passover and the observance thereof, was given by Moses;
which law is a shadow of Christ our passover, who was sacrificed
for us, and therefore we keep the feast. (Cor. v. 1.) In the third
montb after the children of Israel were brought out of Egypt, they
came into the desertof Sinai, and there tbey received the law or­
dained by angels in, the hand of a Mediator. This law is called a
,covenant, (Exod. xix. 5. xxiv.7, 8.) amI is commonly dividetl into
two parts, moral and ceremonial! But there is no authority in the
Holy Scriptures for such a division! Every part of the law of
wo(ks, whether moral, civil, ceremonial, or national, is called the
Iawwithout any distinction: and it is written, "Cursed is every
one that continueth not in all things written in the book of the law
to do them, whether the thiogs be civil, ceremonial, nati nal, or
moral; yea, cursed were they, if they did not put the transgressor,s
thereof to death. The Jews very justly observe, if the penal part
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of the law be separated from the observance of the otllcr part
thereof, the law cannot be enforced! And if the ceremonial part
of the law be separated from the moral, then the curse would be
inflicted, for want of the sacri6ce for sin.

But, if the law oe divided into parts, merely for the purpose of
reference; it surely ougbt to be divided as follows ;-

. (1) The criminal law , which includes tbe mi nistration of death
engraven in stones, called the ten commandments; and several other
commandments, for which the transgressors were to be put to

death.
(2.) The common law, which includes· p'lrt of one of the ten

commandments, and also sundry others relating" to marriage, di­
vorce, bond-servants, &c. Abraham's marriage with his half-sister,
and Jacob's marriage with two sisters at once, were illegal accord­
ing to the law which was given by Moses.

(3.) The ecclesiastical law, which includes the ceremonial, the
building or making of the tabernacle and its furniture, the priest­
hood, and the law of jealousy, &c.

(4.) The 11atifJnal law which includes the administration of the
whole of the law, the election and duty of a king, all matters rela.
ting to war, the capture of the citie!>, the diVision of the spoil,
and which forbids all communion with other nations.

The Hebrew writers say, their law contains six hundred and
thirteen precepts to be observed by the children of Israel It is
very truly called a law of works! And it is also called a covenant,
for it contains many promises, between .the children of Israel and
the Lord their God; and being a covenant was confirmed by sacri­
fice, and by oath. (Exod. xxiv. 3-8. Deut. xxix. 1-10,15.)

Before we proceed further, the reader will do well to observe,
that the covenant at Horeb was entered into between the cllildrf~n

of Israel and what is called the ceremonial law , or the commandment
of the Lord respecting the prie$ts, their services, &c. The whole
of the covenant entered into at Horeb is included in Exodus xx. to
xxiii.: and in the following chapter, we read, " And Moses came
and told the people all the words of the Lord, and all the judgments:
and all the people answered with one voice, and said, AI1 the words
which the Lord hath said will we do. And Moses wrote all the words
of the Lord, and rose up early in the morning and builded an altar
under the hill, and twelve pillars according to the twelve tribes of
Israel. And he sent young men of the children of Israel, which of­
fered burnt offering~, and sacri6ced peace offerings of oxen unto
the Lord. And Moses took halfofthe blood, and put it in basons;
and half of the blood he sprinkled upon the altar. And he took
the book of the covenant and read it in the audience of the people:
and they said, All tbat the Lord hath said will we do, and be obe­
dient. And Moses took the blood, and sprinkled iton the people,
and said, Behold the blood of the covenant, which the Lord hath
made with you concerning all these words." (Exod. xxiv. iii. S.)

-
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At this time, nothing had been said concerning the priesthood,

the worldly sanctuary, the meats and drinks, and divers washings;
and carnal ordinances which were aftewards imposed. (Heb. ix. 10.)
But these things were afterwards included in the words of the cove­
nant which the Lord made with the children of Israel in the land of
Moab. What then are we to understand by the law if works "I
Surely, that first covenant, of which it is written, "If thatfirst
covenant had been faultless, then should not place have heen sou~ht

for the second." And which first covenant is described as, " that
wh£ch deca.yeth and wareth old, readlj to vanish arq;ay." (Heb. viii.
13.) At,d here allow me to observe, it is truly recorded, there was
110 other nation. so great "as the nation of Israel, which had sta­
tutes and judgments so righteous as all the law, which Moses had
set before them;" (Deu!. iv. 8 ) for all other nations were under
the law of condemnation: but, the law or covenant which was given
by Moses was of life and good, and in it is written; " Cursed is he
that connrmeth not all the words of this law to do them." To
which solemn denunciation all the people said, Amen! (Deut.
xxvii. 26.)

Whilst Israel was under this law or covenant, which was a shadow
of good things to come; ,,' there \~as not other nation so gteat as
the nation of Israel, who had God so nigh unto them as the Lord
their God in all things that they called upon him for."-(Deuter.
iv.7.)

As the law or first covenant was a shadow of good things to come,
we therefore find in the book of the prophets, it is written; "Be­
hold the day is come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new cove­
nant with the house of Israel, and with the house of J udah: not
according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day
that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of
Egypt, which my covenant th~y br~ke, although I was an husband
unto them saith the Lord: but tillS shall be the covenant that I
will make ~vith the house of Israel; after those days saith the Lord,
I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts;
and will be their God, and they shall be my people. And they shall
teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his bro­
ther s~ying know the Lord: for they shall all know me, from the
leas; of th~ unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord: for I will
forgive their iniquity, and I wi!l remember their sin .no more."­
.(Jer. xxxi. 31, 34.) Upon whICh we have the follOWIng comment

. in the New Testament, namely, "If that first covenant had been
faultless then should no place have been sought for the second.
For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold the day is come, saith
the Lord 'when I will make a ne'w covenant with the house of Is­
rael and'with the house of J udah: not according to the covenant
that'I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the
hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they conti­
nued not in my covenant, and I regarded them not, saith the Lord.
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For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel
after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my Jaws into their minds,
and write them in their hearts; and I will be to them a God, and
they shall be to me a people. And they shall not teach every man
his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, know the Lord;
for all shall know me, from the least to the greatest. For I will be
merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniqui­
ties will I remember no more. In that he saith, a new covenant,
he hath made the first old.· Now that which decayeth and waxeth
old is ready to vanish away." (Heb. viii. 7, 13.) Now this first
covenant which is said to wax old includes the ten commandments:
for it is written, "And the Lord said to Moses, write thou these
words: for after the tenor of these words, I have made a covenant
with thee and with Israel. And he was there with 'the Lord forty
days and forty nights: he did not either eat bread, nor drink water.
And he wrote upon the tables the words of the covenant, the .ten
commandments. And it came to pass, when Moses came down
from Mount Sinai with the two tables of testimony in Moses' hand,
when he came down from the mount, that Moses wist not that the
skin of his face shone while he talked with them. And when Aaron
and all the children of Israel saw Moses, behold the skin of his face
shone; and they were afraid to come nigh him. And Moses called
,unto them: ·and till he had done speaking with them, he put avail
on his face." (Exod. xxxiv. 23-27.) ..

Upon which the Holy Spirit bath given the following comment;
which plainly testifies, that the words of the covenant, or the ten
'commandments is the covenant which waxeth old and decaY,eth;
for it is written, "If the ministration of death, written and en­
graven in stones, was glorious, so that the children of Israel could
not steadfastly behold the face of Moses for the glory of his cOUn­
tenance, which glory was to be done .away. How shall not the
ministration of the Spirit be rather glorious? For if the ministra.
tionof condemnation be glorY', much more doth the ministration
of righteousness exceed in glory. For even that which was made

.glorious had no glory in this respect, by reason of the glory that
-excelleth. For if that which was done away was glorious, much
more that which remainetll is glorious. Seeing then that we have
such hope, we use great plainness of speech: And not as Moses,
who put a vail over his face, that the children of Israel could Qot
steadfastly look to the end of that which is abolished! (2 Cor. iii.
7, 13.

Therefore as the first covenant is abolished, the law b@ing a
shadow of good things to come, so Christ being come, the believer
will do well to see in the law the grace and truth which came by
Jesus Christ.

--000-

-
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To tI,e Editors:(jfthe Gospel Maga~ine.
GLEANINGS FROM ~" TOPL,~DY'S HISTORIC PROOF uT l'RE' DOC­

TRINAL CALVINISM OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND.

(Continued from p. 200.)
MESSRS. EDITORS,

POPERY never has been, and I believe it never can be successfully
opposed but by the bold asssertion and defence of the doctrines of
grace, as they are revealed in the scriptures. These doctrines can­
not, by any ingenuity of man, be made subservient to Popery or
any other universal enslaving scheme; but, on the contrary, they
have a direct tendency to disturb and overthrow all priestcraft,
and to prevent all unseemly clerical usurpation and encroa~hment.

Hence it is, that they are regarded with such abhorrence and de­
testation by all pretenders and free. will schemers, who seek worldly
applause and ~ain, rather than true godliness. Such persons pro­
fess much affection and reverence for the Bible, and they avail
themselves of every means, which money and' commerce afford
them, to circulate it through the world; and yet, strange to say,
they at the same hate the leading and distin~uishing truths of-Holy
-Scriptures, and do every thing in their power to suppress them
and diminish their influence. They seemingly admire and revere
the whole, notwithstanding they labour incessantly both by preach­
ing and writing to corrupt and deteriorate the several parts; and
all this is done under an external show of piety. holiness, and uni,.
versal philanthropy. This isan anomaly peculiar to our days, and
if it were possible, such specious proceedings would deceive the
very elect. But, thanks be to God, this is not possible, because he
hath promised that they shall all be taught of God, who will redeem
their souls from deceit and violence, and precious shall their blood
be in his sight.

It is Arminianism-the unhallowed leaven of Pharisaical Armi­
nianism-which is working all manner of mischief by perverting
the truth and right ways of the Lord; and it never can be too
deeply impressed upon our minds that," Arminianism came from
Rome, and leads thither again." As surely as all rivers run into the
sea, so surely all Arminianism tends towards Papal Rome. It re.
jects the only rest which God has revealed-namely, Christ and the
covenant of grace, and vainly seeks rest in an universal, infallible
church. Nevertheless the Lord reigneth, his counsel must stand,
and he will do all his pleasure; and though bis enemies will ulti­
mately be overwhelmed with confusion, his truth declares tbat be­
li~vers in Jesus shall never be ashamed nor confounded, but shall
always triumph in Christ. My first gleaning is this;-

"- Well may the author of the Conlessional (than whom with all
hi!> mistakes, scarce any age has produced a more keen and ner.

VOL. IIr.~No. IV. Y
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VOI.lS reasoner) make the following just and incontestible remark:
C Our first Reformers framed and 'placed the Thirty-nine Ar~icles,
and mpre particularly those called Calvinistical as the surest and
strongest bar'ri~rs to keep olit Popery.' A Protestant divine, adds
this masterly writer. uray pdssiblyhave his objections to the plain
sense of these Articles; but in this case he ought not to subscribe
to them at all. For if he can bring himself to assent and to subscribe
to them ill a Catholic (that i8,in a Popish-Arminian) sense, I would
desire to know what security the Church has, that he does not put;
the like Catholic sense (with which he may be furnished by the
Jesuits) upon those articles which concern transubstantiation and
purgatory t'-Works 1825.-Vol. I:p. 257.

2. "Certain free-willers, who were the first Separatists from the
Church of England, just emerged from Popery, and who sheltere~
themselves under the profession of the gospel, .held among oth~r
tenets, ' That the do~triile of predestination was meeter for deVIls
than Chr~stian men. That children were not born in original sin.
That no m;ln was so chosen, but he might damn himself; neither
any man so reprobate, but he might keep God's command~ents
and be saved. That St. Paul might have damned himself If he
listed. That God's predestination was not certain, but upon con­
<:I..ition. That lust after evil was not sin, if the act were not com­
mitted. That there were no reprobates. And, Tbat the preaching
.of predestination is a damnable thing.' How like this is to Modern
Arm~nianislp, sheltering itself, too, u·pder a profession of the gos-
pd.-Vol. I.p. 214. . '. .

3. Wickliff, the great harbinger of the Reformation, was a~ lea~t
as strong a Predestinarian as either Luther or Calvin, whIch IS
proved by the two following propo~itions, extracted from his own
writings ;-

1.-' The prayer of the reprobate preyaileth for no man.'
2.-' All things that happen, do come absolutely of necessity.'
" He defined the Church to consist only of persons predesti-

J)ated. And affirme(i, that God loved David and Peter as dearly
when they grievously si[lned~ as he cloth now when they are pos·
sessed of glory. This latter ,position might, possibly, have been
more une:lCceptionably expres.ed, be it, substantially, ever so
true." ,

" Wi9kliff was sound in the article of gratuitous. pardon and
justification by the alone death and righteousness of J eS\ls Christ.
, The merit of Christ, says he, is, of itself sufficient to redetlm every
:JIlan from hell. It is to be u·nderstood, of a sufficiency Qf itself,
without any other concurring cause. All that follow Christ, b~ing

. jl.lstified by his righteousness, shall be saved as his offspring.'-
Vol. Lp. 341-5. .

." Predestination," says Toplady, "ill the only gro\lncl, on which
the divine fore~oowJedge and providence can stand. Abstracted
from the will and purpose of God, neither persons, nor things, nor
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events,could have any certain futurition : consequently, they coulcl
not be certainly, foreknowable."

4.-" Every Christian will aBO''!, that the putting of Christ to
death, was in itself, infinitely the greatest crime perpetrated by
man.. And yet, so absolute a predestinarian was ,Latimer, that he
represents this greatest of crimes as exactly corresponding- to the
predestination and providence of God concerning- it. Nay, he
even supposes, that Satan would have hindered the Messiah's cru­
cifixion; but was not able to hinder it, because God's counsel and
purpose were, that the Messiah should be crucified. Let us attend
to Latimer's own words. 'After that, when Christ was born into
the world, he did what he could to rid him out of the way; there­
fore he stirred up all the Jews against him. But after he perceived
that his death should be our deliverance from everlasting death;
and therefore he stirred up Mistress Pilate, who took a nap in the
morning, as such fine dames are wont to do, that she should, not
suffer her husband to give sentence against Christ. For as told
you, when he perceived it was to be his destruction, he would hin.
der it, and did what he could with hand and foot to stop it. But
yet he was not able to disannul the counsel and purpose of God.
Far be it from me to vindicate the whole of this remarkable para­
graph. On the contrary, I think it very exceptionable, in more
respects than one. But it certainly proves, that Latimer carried
his idea of predestination to the higbest pitch it is possible for man
to do."-Vol. I. p. 443.

5.-" But though he (Latimer) believed redemption not to be
absolutely universal, this belief of his did by no means arise (any
inore than ours) from a diminutive idea of the worth and value of
Christ's atoriemellt. He acknowledges its intrinsic sufficiency to
redeem every individual of the human species, though he,denied its
actual universality. Thus he speaks, 'Notwithstanding his death
might be sufficient for all the whole world, yet, for all that, no ma.n
shall enjoy that same benefit, but only they that believe in him.'
And who are they that shalt believe and be sa ved? Let Latimer
answer the question. 'Therefore he is called Jesus, because he
shall save his people from their sins; as the angel of God himself
witnesseth.' "-Vol. I. p. 403.

AI! history concurs to prove, that the Reformation was founded
upon the doctrines of predestination and grace; and it is equally
certain, that Protestantism must lose its ground, in proportion as
the opposite Arminian doctrines are propagated and encouraged.
A passage or two from Peter Mqrtyr in my next.' Meantime, I am,
Sirs, }ours faithfully,

Feb. 25, 183~. A. LAYMAN.

---000---



170 TllE, GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

ON GEOLOGY.

To Dr. P}je Smith, with refermce to his Course of Lectures 011

" Geology and Revelation," noW delivering at the Congregational
Lib,'ar}j, Blom/ield Street, Finsbury Circus.

SIR,
I HEARD your introductory lecture on " Geology and Revela-
tion," ,
, Toe transmitted "answer" to Professor Sedgwick's ., Comme­
moration Sermon,". the high praises of which formed so promi~ent
a part of your la'st ni~ht's lecture, will prevent the necessity of my
here, or 'elsewhere, enlarging on any part of its contents. Un this
occasion'I-shall do no more than pass a few comprehensive remarks
on your taurlatciry and .significant introduction of the names of
Mr. Babbage and Professor Sedgwick. Those names cannot be too
highly extolled for intrinsil: talent and scientific eminence: but
there must be a pause before they are prominendy held forth as
sU,pporters of revealed truth and frienJs of the gospel of Christ.
No .such pause, howeYer, was to be found in Dr. Pye Smith, when

, he thus declaratively set them forth last evening.
Your pointed enl:omiums on lVIr. Babbage's illustrations of the

principle's of natural sense, as tbose on which divine revelation
should be received or rejected, were astounding indeed: and as
such they generated the specific motive of this public appeal.­
Such encomiums on such principles cannot be beard without alarm,
and especially so as pronounced by a functionary at the head of
the Dissenting gospel world. The natural.sense principles thus
applauded would, if admitted, so go to ju~tify Mr. Babbage or
yourself in any scepticisms or blasphemous tenets concerning the
fundamental do'ctrines of the Holy Trinity, tbe proper Deity of
the Son of God, or the atonement. Such prinCiples, would, we
repeat, if carried out, sanction the rejection of any point of revealed
veracity, or any 'doctrine of the everlasting gospel, that stood con­
trarv to the conclusions of natural sense and reason.

Are these, then, indeed, Sir, tbe principles on which revealed
truth is by man to be received or refused? I thought the Book of
God taugbt the direct contrary-tbat the natural man (as such) rc­
ceiveth not the things of the Spirit of God (or of his \-Vord), nor can
(so) receive them, because they are spiritually discerned, by the
Holy Spirit bringing the natural senses and reason of man to bow
to tbeir sense-surpassing and reason-surpassing highness and autho­
rity'! 'And I thought (as I presume you yourself have taught) that
the Divine Record of the Creatiun was to be received" by faith,"
and not on the unsanctified principles of natural sense and human
intellect.

\:' Oll will find by the "answer" enclosed to you, Sir, that the

.. This answer has been pri'¥ately sent to Dr. Pye Smith,.
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geological facts are by no means denied by the « watchmen" on
the fortresses of divine revelation. They deny not that the facts
exist; but they deny that their natures and dates are as yet suffici­
ently developed by the great Creator to enable us, his creatures, to
see their harmony with his revealed word. The friends of the
word of God will not, in the absence of such vouchsafed develope­
ment, tacitly permit divine veracity to be made to bow before the
lihrines of human science, mortal talent, and graceless ingenuity.
When the Most High shall have been pleased (if he shall be so
pleased) to bestow the needed solution, the glorious consonance of
his word and his works will be fully manife~t. And if Dr. Pye
t'lmith's present course of lectures, when faithfully published, shall
open and establish that consonance, he will have rendered the
Christian and scientific world an exalted service, which will not
fail of its due acknowledO'ment. Of this benefit, however, we
III ust, I tear, despair, from t:>the sceptical and destructi ve prici pIes
laid down at the outset.

It will, doubtless, be said, "Why were not these observations
postponed till the completion and publication of the whole course?"
It IS answered, " In all these momentous present-day matters the
prompt detectIon and destruction of principles render the greatest
~ervice to our God, and to our nation, which .service is materially
lessened by the delay of months for expected publications, and the
accumulation of voluminous details and their answers. Principles
evince t.he man-principles are the indices of the times. ~rom

dest ruCllve principles conservative consequences cannot flow, eIther
to the nation or to the Church of Christ.

Mr. Babbage may be looked up to by Dissenters as an effective
instrum.ent in advancing their well-known cau~es and aims; and
could Dr. Pye Smith gethim handed into the House of Commons,
he might, with his co-princi pled colleagues, do much for Dissen­
ters, .in furthering that unrighteous system of national educati?n,
to the exclusion of the word of God. which they are now exertlOg
all their political energies to establish. And It is quite clear that
Dr. Pye Smith stands not opposed to such a Godless system of in­
struction for the rising generation. But that Mr. Babbage's criterion
for receiving divine revelation, on tbe principles of natural-sense
deci~ion, should be thus held up as a standard for the ChTlStian
and scientific community by you, Sir, a professed head of the gos­
pel-professing world, is a startling sign of the times.

:And when, moreover, you so highly-ex tolled Professor Sedg­
wick, and put him forth so prominently as a champion of Divine
Truth, as well of science, and as a pillar of the Gospel of Christ,
were you really conscious, Sir, of the religious principles on which
his code of Christian (or rather unchri<tian) ethics is built, in the
commemoration sermon which you thus unqualifiedly applauded?
Were you cognizant that the Professor denies the '. total tall
of man," and asserts" that man call, by the volition and energIes
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'of his natural and moral powers, commend himself to, and approach
the God of nature, and build thereon his hopes of continued being
in future glory?U How c'ould you have made such copious' ex­
tracts from the Professor's" Sermon," and not have read his decla­
ration, "that it was through the effects of the persuasion of the
apostle,on the remnant good qualities in man, that the heathens of
old were converted by his ministration: and that, had it not been
for these remnants of good in them, he would have spent his breath
in vai'n ;" and that, " but for these elements of good remaining in
man the apostles of 'our reli~ion might as well have wasted their
breath on the stones of the wildgrness as on the hearts of their fel­
low.men in the cities of the heathen ?" ·'Vith the consciousness of
these religious principles, professed an,cl pu'blished hy Professor
Sedgwick, you surely must, Sir, in your high profession and posi­
tion, and as expressly separated from the National Church, for the'
Gospe!'l\ sake, aoe its defence, have felt it your bounden duty to
distinguish, by a very marked line, the geologist from the theolo­
gian-the eminent mathematician from the minister of the Gospel
-the friend of science from the friend of Chr;st! These distinc­
tIons, however, and the faithful and fearle s maintenance of the
principlt"s of the Gospel, and of all re~'ealed and eternal truth, do
not much employ the testimony, or trouble the consciences of
the scientifico-political evangelists of the present millenial century!

The above principles are to be found ill abundance in the' Com.
memoration Sermon' and the' Answer.'

In the conclusion of your lecture, Sir, you very pointedly re­
marked, " that none but a true geolugist can see the errors of his
opponent; that the opponent is blind to those errors himself."
This is, to a certain extent, scientifically true. And equally true
it is, Sir, that none but the true Church of Christ, and the true
ministers of his Gospel, are likely to see the position in which you
stand in your public capacity, as promulgating the principles
which your introductory lecture on "Geology and Revelatiun"
exhibited; but that solemn declaration which you made concern­
ing all false geolo?;ists will inevitably have application to you-rself.
" Though they are themseives ignorant of their errors, yet, for the
destroying effects of them on the moral and religioLls world, they
are responsible to God !"

39, I-lzghbuf1J-place,
March 13,1839.

---000----

To ,Dr. Pye Smith, with reference to !lis Course of LectuTes on
" Geologyand Revelation," now being delivaed at the Congre­
gationat Library, Bloo.m/ield.street, Finsbury-ciTCus.
DEAR SIR,

As my remarks 'on your introductory lecture which appeared in
'4, THE TIMES" of the 15th, were public, it i5 but an act of due
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Christian courtesy and candour on my, part to acknowledge pub­
ti.cly a private letter received from you', containing this expression
of open willingness to confess discovered error :-" If I were con­
vinced of the error of any sentiments which I have held and taught
for the last 35 years, I trust I should openly avoW the conviction.'
More than this cannot, so far, be!desired of any· man." . .'

I trust then, Sir, that upon ·adequate reflection you will admit
that my concerned strictures on the unqualified and exulting man"
ner in which you, standing at the head of the Evangelical ·world,
sanctioned the natural-sense principles of Mr. Babbagefor receiving
or refusitlg Divine Revelation, and in which you lauded the religi­
ous principles of Professor Sedgwick, were just, and a service de­
manded of th.e friends of revealed truth, for the welfare of our na­
tion, and for the glory of the church of Christ therein. .

Y,ou very truly say, "our science and literature, and all that we
think and do, MUST be baptized with the influence of pure reli;
gion, Or no divine blessing will descend upon ·it." I must, there-:
fore, ask,.'~ are the sanction and praise of sceptical and unhallowed
anti-Gospel principles to be received thus far as proofs that the
present lectures have, in their digest and delivery, been so bap­
tized ?"

Further pl:lblic observations will be made or, withheld, according
to the ,line and principle on which the course of lectures shall pro~
ceed. I am, dear Sir, your's faithfully,

39, HighbJ!ry-place, HENRY COLE.
A/arch 16, 1839.

, -
---000-

'I.0 the Editors of the Gospel Magazine. ,
.QUESTION FOR ELUCIDATION.

I,

DEAR. SiRS, '
I HAVE read from the year .1805; your excellent periodical, and
have been pleased,instructed, and comforted through that channel;
lettbe.Lord take the glory due to his name. I 'find it is usual for
th~ ignorant tq ask Qf you, or of your correspondents, to elucidate
such p,arts of God's holy word as SEEl\I mysterious, may I be allowed
to ask the !lame favour,? '

The 5th chap. vel'. 25 and 26, of Matthew's Gospel, have occu­
pied m,y mind (more or less) for years, I have made inquiries, but
all seem to me a confusion of tongues. Should you, or one of your
.correspond~ntsundertake to give an exposition, I do pray the Lord,
th~ Spirit, may teach, then we shall have the genuine sense of the
passage,-" For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the
spirit of a man which is in him? Even so the things of God know­
eth nQ,man, but the Spirit of God." That the Lord may bless and
prosper you; is the wish and prayer of
, .N~rp Lakenham. ,A POOR BAPTIST.
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THB LAW AND GOSPEL-MoSES AND CHRIST.

"So Moses finished the work."-Exod. xl. 33.

FROM Adam to Malachi there is one master-key which unlocks the
~hief treasure of the inspired writings-one common centre from
which all things diverge, and to which all things return. When
brou~ht to see Christ as the be~inning and the end, a rich mine is
disclosed, even to the unlearned, which to the learned may he
sealed; a treasure which the ignorant and unschooled, would not
part with for all the wisdom of the wise-the scribe-'the disputer
of this world. We trace,' and retrace, the ground, that has been
traversed again and again; nothing new appears to be pre...ented ;
but the !!ubject is beyond interesting-it is im portant; for the con­
cerns of eternity are involved. The opinions we advance, whether
those of others, or our own must, in general, be either true or false
-either support the truth of scripture or oppose it.

It may well now be asked, " What is truth? Some say, Learn­
ing is with us, and the ignorant have no right see with their own
eyes, or judge by their own understandings-we are the people
and wisdom shall die with us. Some maintain their right of bring­
ing the word of the learned, to the testimony of the t.ranslated vo­
lume, if deficient in classical knowledge-or of giving credence to
one learned man in preference to another. Olber~, and by far the
greater part, hear, see, and believe, as their teachers would have
them ;' but where are tbey who allow the Bible to be a sealed book
unto themselves. There are some parts of scripture upon which we
may touch, without fear of censure, or opposition; and there are
points, nay truths, against which man rages with uncontrolable vio­
lence, and decided enmity.

The Law and Gospel-Moses and Christ, have been suggested
to the mind by the text-the one filli~hed the shadow-the other
completed the substance. Moses' work as types of the work of
Christ, as it neither interferes with man's conscience, nor his free­
will, nor his self-righteousness; and tbe epistle to tbe Hebrews
being so very ex plicit-it is not. a subject for controversy. In thi!l
latter day we have little to do with the shadows, more tban receiving
them as one united whole, setting forth their substance, a.nd giving'
their testimony to the purposes of God; while we look with wonder
~t the completion in Him who has, to us made plain that which was
hidden.

We are led from the finished work of Moses, to the finished work
of Christ. Moses as a servant was fait.hful, and made all things to
the pattern given-the strictest minuteness was observed-and
according to all that the Lord commanded him so did he. Christ
al> a Son completed all that the Father had given him to do. The
Mediator of a better covcnant-yes~an everlasting covenant; for
by one offering he hath perfected for ever, them that are sanctified.
And bow sanctified? "Then, said he, lo! I come to do thy will, 0
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God." By the which will we are sanctified through the offering
of Jesus Christ once for all, (Hcb. x. iv.) there being no more
sacrifice for sin. When Moses had finished the work, the glory of
the Lord filled the tabernacle. If that which was done away was
glorious, much more that which remaineth. In Jesus, we (his
tabernacle which the Lord pitched and not man) rejoice with joy
unspeakable and full of glory. As the shadow is to the reality so
was the work of Moses to that of Christ-his holy life was glorious
-his death finished a glorious work; and led to a triumphant and
glorious resurrection and ascension. "Christ is not entered into
the holy places made with hands, the figures of the true, but into
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us," whither
the fore-runner, even Jesus, is for us entered, made a High Priest
for ever after the order of Melchisidec. It appears that Christ was
nota priest on earth, untiL he had finished the work, fulfilled the
law", and in the last act, that of giving himself for a sacrifice, be­
came a high priest, "who is made, not after the law of a carnal corn·
mandment, but after the power of an endless life; "For if he were
on earth he shou-Jd not be a pri~st," &c. (Heb. viii. 4.) He was a
prophet-a teacher, the law.fulfiller-the Lamb slain--the last
sacrifice offered, and by his own blood he entered at once into the
holy place, having obtained eternal redemption, and through the
eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God. Neither was he
a "king on earth; he was born King of the Jews according to lineal
descent, but did not reign; for when they came to make him a king
he would not-be said, my kingdom is not of this wo"rld-he would
not reign as a temporal king exclusively over the Jews, whose kin~­

dom is rent from them, never to be restored: He reigns spiritually
in the hearts of all his people as they are brought into his kingdom
bf grace out of all nations, and when he shall appeal' the second time
without sin unto salvation; he shall come to be glorified in his saints,
and to be admired in all them tllat believe, and shall show who is
the' blessed and only potentate-the King of kings, and Lord of
lords. When reflecting on the entire completion and fulfilment of
things in Christ, the mind is lost and overwhelmed in the stupen-
dous subject. .

The beauty arid harmony of the work of Moses and the work of
Christ, will admit of much study and contemplation, to be turned
to great spiritual profit and establishment in the faith. The cere­
moniallaw, the sacrificial law, being the shadow of good things to
come was completed in Christ, and cannot possibly be restored:
the Levitical Priesthood was disannulled, for Christ is made a
priest for ever, and hath an unchangeable priesthood. The moral
law was fulfilled by him; he \vas the sacrifice without blemish or
spot, for such a High Priest became us, hol,y~ harmless, and unde­
filed. He says, " Think 1I0t that I am come to "destroy the law Ol'

the prophets; I am come to fulfil-and" till heaven and earth pass,
VOL. IV,-No. IV. Z
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one tittle shall in no wise pass till all be fulfilleu. 'Whosoever ,shall
break one least commmand!!lent (.Tames ii. 10.) shall be called the
least in the kingdom of heaven." Matt. v. 17-20. None but
Christ ever oid or ever could keep the law pure and undefiled, as
of necessity required by a Holy God. "Wherefore my brethren,
ye also are become dead to the law hy the body of Christ, that ye
shoulri be married to another, even to him who is raised from the
dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God. Being dead to
the law by the body of Christ, by our union with him we bring
forth fruit unto God, and are delivered from the law, THAT being
dead wherein we were held, that we should serve ill the newness
of Spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter. Rom. vii. 4, 6.

And here is one qistinction between the law and the gospeL­
The law brings forth fruit unto death; (Rom. ix. 5 ) the Pharisee,
puffed up with, and going about to establish his own righteous­
ness-moralists, whether Christian or Deist, bring forth fruit unto
death. The law condemns, but cannot justify; and eternal praises
unto him who hath died, yea, rather has risen again,-he who is
justified cannot be condemned. Those who have received the
Lord Jesus Christ into the heart bring forth the fruit~ of the Spirit
through faith in him. The work finished by Christ \Va perfect,
complete, entire-not a new piece put upon an old garment-nor
new wine put into an old bottle: it was a work to last for ever­
giving life, not working death,-justifying, not condemning­
making free, not keeping in bondage.

Moses, by Divine command, celebrated the first Passover-on I'

Blessed Lord celebrated the last-fulfilling and abrogating it;­
" He said unto them, With desire I have desired to eat this Pass­
over with you before I suffer, for I will not any more eat thereof
until IT be fulfilled in the kingdom of God." Christ was the sum
and substance of the work of l\Ioses-the types, the shadows, la IV,

priesthood, sacrifices, all completed in Him; having fulfilled all,
he finished the work-the vail of the temple was rent, and all who
believe enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and
living way, which he hath consecrated for us through the vail, that
is to say, his flesh.

'Ve have then a high priest who ever liveth to make interces­
sion; to whom we come continually with our daily offerings of
praise and thanksgivings; our sacrifices, a broken and a con,trite
heart, our daily supplications, to be kept from evil-to be gUIded
by his mosi: Holy Spirit, to walk as becometh heirs of a heavenly
kingdom. Let those which lJave believed in God be careful. to
maintain good works; but avoid foolish questions and genealogles,
and contentions and strivings about the law, for they are unprofit­
able and vain.

Moses and the prophets are passed away_CC This is my bel(;>ved
Son (was the voice from heaven) hear ye him." Moses jinzshed
his ';o;'k, which all perished. Christ FINIsHED HIS WORK, which
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can never perish. Let us, then, run the race that is set before us,
looking unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our faith!

JYfar. 18:33. A FEMALE WANDERER IN THE ·WILDERNESS.

---000---

THE BRAZEN SERPENT.

(continued from p. 65.)

WE now come to consider the type and the truth, the sapent and
the Son ()/ man, and see how the one resembles and answers to the
other. These resemblances are many. But 1 am not able to take
up every particular:-

1.-The matter of the serpent. It \Vas brass; remarkable fGr
strength and durability, enduring both the hammer and the.fi1·e;
an emblem of the strength or power of God. 'Vhence it is, that
strong impediments are called gates of brass, Ps. cvii. 16. And an
impregnable strength is called a wall of brass, Jer. i. 18. xv. 20.
And herein some observe a resemblance of Christ, who is the Lord,
strong and might!}, Ps. xxiv. 8. Strong, like a brazen wall, to resist
all the powers of hell; and mighty to subdue and destroy all bis
enemies. He is described with feet like unto fine brass, as if they
burned in a furnace, (Rev. i. 15.) able to tread under foot all his
adversaries. And strength to stand up under bis sufferings, and to
undergo whatever the justice of God should inflict.

2. Brass is said to be a metal and a fossil united. The human
nature of Christ in itself was weak like ajossil, but being 3upporred
by his Divine person, to which it was united, was mightily capable
of enduring such sufferings, as all the men and angels in the world
fiust have sunk under.

3. Although in form and in appearance it was a serpent, yet not
in truth; having the shape of a serpent, but without its sting or
poison. And herein it set forth the Son of man, the bar enosh, but
whose flesb was not si nful. Christ was made in the likeness of men,
(Philip. ii. 7.) and was by the Pharisees reputed a sinner; wc know,
said they, t~ tile nlan born blinJ, that this man is a sinner, that is,
a notoriOus sinner: He was lIumben:d among tlte transgressors.
N ay more, having as a sureiy taken ufJon him the sins of his peo­
ple, he was by imputation made sin for them; :llld having the ini­
quities of his people laid upon him, he was by imputation the
greatest sinner in the world. And as by one man came sin and
death, so by one cometh righteousness and life. God could have
found out many other antIdotes and. remedies for the poisonous
stlllgs of the,;e serpents, but he made choice of this to display his
power. A serpent stings, and a serpent shall heal. Even so, he
could pos,;ibly have found out other ways and means for the redemp­
tIOn and salvation of his people, but his wisdom saw good thus to
display his power; tbat as by Cl man, made in the image and like­
ness of fTod, came death; so by the !Vol'd made in the likeness of
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men, should come the resurrection of the dead; tbat as all in Adam
die, so all in Christ should be made in life.

4. The stinging of those poisonousserpents were ,c u red by. the
likeness of a serpent that had neither sting nor poison; so the sting
and poison, the guilt and power of sin was taken away by him that
was free from both. Christ, saitb Peter, bat\l suffered for us, the
just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God. He was made
sin for us who knew 110 sin, that we nllght be made the righteous­
ness of God in him.

5. The brazen serpent was made under the legal dispensation, for
the cure of the stinging of tbe fiery serpents, whilst the children
of Israel were in the wilderness; so the \VORD was made of a woman,
and IIiade under the law, to heal tbe wounds of his people from the
stinging of the Old Serpent, wbilst they are in the wildemess of
this world..

But, upon what occasion was this brazen serpent made and set
Hp-? Why, UpUB the deadly biting and stinging of the lsraelite~ by
the fiery serpents, whereof some were dead already, and others ill
imminent danger of death. Behold then, what it was that occa·
sioned the making and lifting up of this true Brazen Serpent:
What occasioned the Uncreated Word to take the likeness ot men,
and in that nature to suffer and to die! it was our miser) that called
for this mercy: we are all stung, and mortally stung by the Old
Serpent, and some were dead already; for all the sons of men being
iri Adam, ta71quam in radice, as in the common stock and root, tlley
sinned in him; and so death which had Sflzed upon Ilim, pussed
upon them; pervasl!; a metaphor taken from poison, (say some,)
which being received into the stomach, it passeth thro'lgh the
whole body, secretly dispersing itself through all the veins. Thus
did the poison of the Old Serpent, being taken in by our first pa­
rents, it presently passed through the whole body of mankind in
Adam, transfusing itself into us, so as we are all by nature no bet­
,ter than dead men; as Mephibosheth once said to David, All of
my father's house WCl'e but dead men blj'o1'e 1113/ Lord the King;
such are all the natural generation of Adam through his transgres­
sion and rebellion against God, Dead men, or men if death; not
only subject to natural death, but under the power of unbelitf,
and bound over unto the judgment of the great day. And here is
the occasion of bringing in the true Brazen Strpt:71t, of sending et

Saviour into the world: Had not the Israelites sinned, and upon
their sin been punished after the manner narrated; that brazen ser­
pent had never been made., Had not Adam sinned, and sltlning
ifieet, and all his natural posterity in him; we should not have need­
ed-aRedeemer: The Un created Word, the Son of the Father, ill
truth ami in love, needed not to have been sent forth in the likeness
of sinful flesh; in that nature to suffer and to die. It was all act
of Divine Mercy to the children of Enosbirn, miserable mcn.
_ Here it may be observed, tbat Divine Mercy should put us in
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mind of our misery. The Bra,zen Serpent lifted up in the midst of
the camp, it could not but be a memorial to the Israelites, to put
them in mind of what misery they had brought upon themselves,
by provoking the anger of God against them. The like use we
should make of the beholding of Christ crucified I \Vhen he is held
forth by the ministers of the gospel, in the preaching of the word
and in the ordinances, as crucified ,before our eyes: when we con­
sider what he hath done and suffered for us, and reflect upon our
sinfulness, and there take notice of the occasion of his infinite hu­
miliation! For it was in consequence of our sin and misery, that
God displayed such transcendent mercy; the glory of his grace
being the motive within himself for the great mystery of godliness,
God manifest in the flesh.

The next parti.cular which the type lead us to consider is, By
whom waJ this mea,ns of cure devised and appointed? The answer is,
By God himself. He it was that directed and commanded Moses
to make and set up the Brazen Serpent. And behold here, who it
was that planned and appointed the way and means of eternal sal­
vation for the chief of sinners, namely, God himself. And had not
God in his infinite wisdom found out this way anJ means of salva­
tion for poor sinners by Christ; man himself could never have
thought of it. No, nor yet the angels; As for them, they now
stand admiring and adoring the Author of this sacred mystery, de­
siring' more and more to look into it. Here is the wisdom of God
himself; the apostle when speaking of the doctrine of Christ cru­
cified, calls it, the Wisdom of God, and the Wisdom of God in a
nl ystery, even the hidden Wisdom (l Cor. i. 21-. ii. 7.) ; hidden
from men and angels; and which woult! have been so for ever, had
not God himself revealed it.
. Ordained by God himself, yea, fore-ordained before the founda­
tion of the world, the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before
the world, for our glory. God's determinate council and fore­
knowledge is from everlasting; and what he determined in his
eternal purpose, the power at his will, was virtually done as truly
as it was manifested by the will of his power in tile tulness of time,
in giving and sending his Son; for God so loved the world. that
he sent forth his Son in t he likeness of sin f'ul flesh; yea, he gave
his only begotten Son, the propitiation for our SillS, that we might
1I0t perish, but that we might live throllgh him. And [may add,
God so loved the world, that for his own .ake, he gave and sent
forth his Spirit to testify of his Son, and to glorify Ius ~on, that
he, the Father, might be glorified ill his Son. .

The brazen serpent was lifted up on the wilderness side of Ca­
-naan; and it was lifted up under the legal dispensation; so God
sent forth his Son into the wilderness of tbis worlJ, made of a wo­
man, and made under the law, or legal dispensation. (Gal. iv. 4:)

, Whatever Christ did, or patiently suffered, it was all by his Fa­
ther's will and appointment. This our Saviour saith of himself,
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(John vi. 27.) "Him hath God the Father sealed." A metaphor
taken from men, who give commission or authority to their agents
or attornies appointed under their hand and seal: But the infinite
wisdom and power of God appears in that, he took wicked men
and wicked spirits in their own craftiness, when they maliciously
crucified Christ, and lifted him up on the cross; for then they in­
voluntarily subserved his great design: his determinate counsel
they accomplished, as he foreknew they would do by their wicked
hands and wicked devices; so that the Old Serpent and his angels,
who made use of the princes of this world, to set up the antitypical
Brazen Serpent upon tbe cross, did so, to the destruction of their
own power; and thereby they unwitllllgl.!J accomplished the Divine
counsel to their own eternal confusion. The deyil and wicked men
are witnesses against God ACTIVELY; and yet against their wills,
they ilre PASSIVE witnesses for him, that he is God; for God gets
glory upon them. The Lord is known hy the judgment he exe­
cutes on them, as it is said respecting Pharaoh; "For the scrip­
ture saitb unto Pharaoh, Even for thiS same purpose have I raised
thee up (for by bim kings reign), that I might sbow my power in
thee, and that my name migbt be declared throughout all/he earth,"
(Rom. ix. 17.)

How was this brazen serpent used ~ It was lift up, saith the
text; as Moses lift up the serpent in the wilderness. And herein
again, behold, a lively type of Christ, who was also lifted up, and
so li fted up, for so must the Son of Illan be lift up.

For the opening of the phrase, How is Christ saId to be lifted up?
It may be stated, that Christ may be said to be lifted up divers
ways.

1. In his passion, his death: lifted up on the cross.
2. In bis TesurTection; lifted up from the gm-re, from which he

rose the third !Jay_
_3. In his exaltation, his ascension into heaven, and session at the

right hand of God. Of these two latter, the apostle Peter speaks,
Acts ii. 32, S3. This Jesus, God has raised up: Therefore, being
by the right hand of God exalted, lifted up.

4. And lastly, He may be said to be lifted up in the p!"eaching of
the gospel. In this fourth and last sense, John Cah-in understallds
the phrase here in the text; , The Son of Man must be lifted up;'
And so he is, saith Calvin, in the preaching of the gospel; tor
there is Christ held forth and lift up even as the brazen serpent
was.lift ul' in the wilderness: How was the brazen serpent lift up?
Why it was set up for a sign or an ensign. that all the people migbt
take notice of it, and the bitten Israelites took it up for their bodily
cure: and even so is Christ lifted up in the preaching of the gos­
pel; for a sign or an ensign, so the prophet Isaiah hath It, (Isaiah
.xi. 10.) " In that day there shall be a root of Jesse, wfJicn shall
stand tor an ensign at the people." Ver. 12," He shall set up an

-ensign for the nations. So again, Isai. xlix. 22. "BellOld, I will



THE GOSPEl" MAGAZINE. 179
lift up my band to the Gentiles, and set up' my standard to that
people, &c. This ensign, th'IS standard is Christ, who is lift up
wherever the gospel is prpached. God's ministers, they are his
standard.beare-rs, and their work is to lift up Christ; for indeed,
what is the gospel but good news, a doctrine concerning Chris~?

Concerning his Person, his incarnation, offices, obedience, merits,
and benefits. In all, holding forth Christ, that the people might
behold, look up to him. and believe on him. Thus is Christ there
lifted up. A truth, and a useful one; which I will not wholly ex­
clude out of the text. But many expositors, buth ancient and mo­
dern, carry the sense another weiy , understanding the phra~e in the
first sense, namely, of the death and passion of Christ; for there
was the Son of Man lift up, and that in a literal sense, lifE up on
the cross: and of this I concei\'e our Saviour here to speak. In
this 5ense we find this phrase used by himself in two other places
of the gospel, John viii, 28, and xii, 32. In the former place he
tells the Jews, " When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then
you shall know that I AM." Now, how did they lift him up? Why,
by crucifying- him, lifting him upon the cross. The latter text is
express and full. "And I, saitb our Saviou 1', if I he lifted up from
the earth, will draw all men after me, or unto me." Which lifting
up is explained in the next verse; namely," This spake he, sig­
nifying what death he should die." That the people so understood
him is evident from the sacred record in the 34th verse; and so we
may understand him under the comparison of the lifting up of the
brazen serpent, as notifying to icodemus both his own death, and
the manner of it.

And here allow me to observe, that Dr. Hawker saith, cC Among
the gracious acts of Christ, there were two, more immediately ex­
press and striking. The one, that he who knew no sin was made
sin for us, that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.
(12 Cor. v. 21.) The other, that as the Church of God by trans­
gressing God's Holy law came justly under the sentence of God's
curse; so Christ as the Husband and Surety of his people should
be made a curse for them; that they might be redeemed from the
curse of the law. (Gal. iii. 13.) Both these, the Son of GoLl un.
dertook from all eternity to do, to bear, and to suffer in ou r nature;
and he has done it mOst effectually and completely. But, before
the accomplishment of it, that Old Testament saints might enjoy
New Testament blessings, the Holy Ghost was pleased to appoint
that these things should be shadowed out in type and figure. The
seape-goat was appointed on the great day of atonement to set forth
thefo1'mer. And the brazen serpent set forth the latter: hoth di.
rectly pointing to the Lord Jesus Jesus Christ, and in him alone to
their accomplishment.

(1'0 be Continued.)



180 THE GO~PEL MAGAZINE.

THE HORRID IMPIETY OF THE UNIVERSAL REDEMPTION SCHEME.

THE Arminians strive to deprive Jesus of his purchase, and give
him the lie, by saying he redeemed the whole of the human race,
and that" many souls are in hell, for whom Christ died and shed
his precious blood," but it is eviden~ from scriptnre testimony, be
redeemed only those the Father chose in him beFore the world be­
gan; Jesus calls them sheep, they are his property, both by gift
and purchase. The apostle Paul well satisfied of the same truth,
said to the Corinthian believers, chap. vi. 19,20. What know ye
not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you,
which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought
witiJ a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spi­
rit, which are God's. Therefore, Jesus says, in John x. ll, I am
the good shepherd, ami the good shepherd giveth his life for the
sheep. Jesus, the God-Man Mediator, iknew the goats from the
sheep as well when he tabernacled below on earth as he will do at the
great day, wnen he will set the goats on his left hand, and the sheep
on his right, therefore he told some, as in John x. 26. But ye be­
lieve not, BECAUSE ye are not of my sheep, as r said unto you,
and which you may see it confirmed in John viii. 44, 45. Ye are
of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do, he
was a murderer from the beginning and abode not in the truth, be­
cause there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speak­
eth of his own; fOl' he is a liar, and -the father of it, and because' I
tell you the truth you believe me not. The Arminians, upon their
universal scheme, taking passages of scripture in an unlimited sense
are deceived and endeavour to deceive others, and would if possible
deceive the very elect, but blessed be God, they cannot he deceived
out of their souls' ;salvation, for it is secured in Cbrist their cove­
nant head, as in Coloss. iii. 3,4. 1<or ye are dead, and your life is
hid with Christ in God, when Christ who is our life, shall appear,
then shall ye also appear with him in glory. They quote Heb. ii.
latter part of ver. 9, where it is said, that he by the grace of God
should [taste death for every man, but the apostle did not mean
every individual of the human race, but everyone that was given
to Jesus by the Father which the following verse reveals to the en­
lightened mind very cleariy, (verse 10) For it became him for whom
are all things, in bringing many SONS to glory, to make the captain
of their salvation perfect through sufferings. As Jesus said in
Matt. xx. 28. Even as the Son of Man came not to be ministered
unto, but to minister, and 10 ~ive his life a ransom for many. So
in Heb. ix. 28. Also in Isai. xxxv. 10. And the ransomed of the
Lord shall return, and come to Zion with songs, and everlasting
joy upon their heads: THEY shall obtain joy and gladness; and
sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

"Redeem'd by blood, yet sent to bell,
Strange to conceive, and st~ange 10 tell,"
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There are a many passages in tile- word God that appear to'

to be general, and the Arminian, the Quaker, and Papist believe
in them as such being full of universal ,charity, as if they were the'
only people that have real love for their fellow creatures; also many
Modern Calvinists in their missionary meetings have acted in the'
same manner, so that when a sound faithful labourer of Jesus Christ

, preaclies a sermon among them in their monthly assemblies in a
doctrinal way, they dub him with the title of Antinomian, and say
he has not a love for souls: but Paul the Apostle and Missionary
sent out by Jesus, was not such a time-serving preacher; for he
declares in Acts xx. 26,27. W'herefore I take you to record, that
I am pure from the blood of all men. For I have not shunned to
declare unto you all the counsel of God; and all the persecutions
and sufferings he went through, he tells us plainly what it was that
encouraged him, well knowing the means that God had predesti­
nated to bring about the end. 2 Tim. ii. 10. Therefore I endure
all things for the elect's sake, that they may obtain the salvation
which is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory. If Paul was living in
our day he would share the same stigma. Again, the words, all
men, do not mean every individual~ therefore in 'some part of scrip­
ture it must be taken in a limited sense, as in 1 Tim. ii. 4. Who
will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of
the truth; that is, prayer and supplication to be made for all men,
agreeable to the will of God, for kings and peasants, for Jews and
Gentiles, as in the preceding verses, but the Arminian holds it, God
wills the salvation and glorification of every man.

c' How comes it that his will is crost,
Would have all sav'd, yet some are lost;
Can disappointment thus commence
With him, who is Omnipotence;
If such a case should e'er fall out.
'Ti,s want of power in him no doubt."

Also, in 1 Tim. ii. 6. Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be
testified in due time. This passage does not mean all that have, does
now, or shall exist, but the WHOLE of the ransomed sheep of Christ,
as you see the apostle's meaning of the word of all, in Rom. viii.
32. He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us
ALL, how shall he not with him freely give us all things? look to
the preceding verses, 29 and, 30, which in the clearest manner il·
lustrate his meaning, so that the word all only extends to those
whom God foreknew, predestinated, called,justified. and shall all
be finally glorified. This word all signifies neither plOre nor less
than the eternal salvation of all God's elect. Isa. xlv. 17. But Is­
rael shall be saved in the Lord, with an everlasting salvation; ye
shall not be ashamed nor confounded, world without end. Also in
2 Pet. iii. 9. The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as
some men count slackness; but is long-suffering to us-ward, not
willing that any of us s\1ould perish, but that all should come to
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repentance. This passage is an answer to the scoffers and infidel
part of mankind in the 4th verse, and, saying, where is the promise
of his coming. But Jesus will appear at the appointed time of the
Father, yet not before all the elect have an actual existence upon
the earth, and all be born again of his Spirit.' Also the passage has
a I:eference to those now upon the earth of Christ's sheep, that he
laid down his LIFE FOR. God waits to be gracious, and is long­
suffering towards the,m, the same as he was to Saul of Tarsus. 1
Tim. i. 16. Not willino- that any of his chosen vessels if mercy
should perish, but that ~LL should come to repentance. Now the
word all, to hold it universal, all mankind, as the Arminians do,
must give. God the lie; seeing many die in their sin~, and perish.
eternally III that lake that burneth with fire and bnmstone, but
Christ says, They shall never perish! Therefore the Arminian is
refuted in this passage as in many others, that might be produced,
and where they study to deceive the unwary by deluding their fol­
lowers with an uni~lersal scheme of Christ shedding his blood for
all men, telling poor sinners the Father hath loved them all, Jesus
hath redeemed them all, and the Spirit would regenerate them all,
IF they did not wilfully resist his operations; such preaching as :-
this can never be pro~'ed to be agreeable to the word of God.
Christian experience is personal, and if professors of religion have
no better evidence of their interest in Christ than that he redeemed
all mankind, I woutd have such to know they are in an awful delu-
sion, therefore the apostle Paul warned the Ephesian&, iv. 14, 15.
against such deceivers: but the comfort of every re'al believer is to
know for himself, not from general redemption, but from particu-
lar, as in 1 Cor. ii. 11, 12, and in the 1 John v. 10. He that belie-
veth in the Son of God hath the witness in himself, also Romans
viii. 16. The Spirit itself bearetb witness with our spirit that we are
the children of God, thougb they backslide, they shall all be
brought to repentance, manifested by David, Jonah, and Peter.
The Arminians endeavour to su pport their general redem ption
scheme by the erroneous application of a passage from 1 John ii. 2.
And he is a propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but
also for the sins of the whole world; but John knowing tbe Jews
were impressed with a belief that none should be benefited by the
Messiah but themselves; he told them that Jesus died not only for
us Jews, but for Gentile sinners which were called the world, and
as God's eject would be scattered in the four quarters of the globe;
it is said they shall be called from the east, west, north, and south.
Isaiah xliii. 5,6. I will say to the north, give up; and to the soutb
keep not back; bring my sons from far, and my daughters from
the ends of the earth; as his redeemed ones. Rev. v. 9. And they
sung a new song, saying, thou art worthy to take the book, and to
open the seals thereof; for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us
to God by thy blood, OUT of every kindred and tongue and peop~e,

and nation, plainly demonstrating, every individual cannot be In-
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tended; also in I John v. 19. We know that we are of God, and
the WHOLE world heth in wickedness. Now to take this word
world in a universal sense, would be very great FOLLY, when .it
can only relate to the un converted part of mankind then living In

all parts of the world, From the above passages of holy writ, the
Arminian Babe!, and favorite scheme of universal redemption must
to everyone capable of spiritual discernment, appear what it really
is, a cunningly devised fable, and our blessed Lord's language to
tbe ~adducees, llIay, with the greatest propriety, be applied to such
characters. Matt. xxii. 29. Jesus answered and said unto them, ye
do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God; the
scriptures are explicit upon the sufferings of Christ, and those who
are the purchase of his blood, and that he died for those only, who
shall be everlastingly glorified with him, and not for those who
perish, and will by their sins be sent into everlasting misery in hell.
Psalm ix. 17. But Jesus, in John xvii. 2, said, As thou hast given
him pO,wer over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many
as thou hast given him; and those Jesus only iritercedes for, there­
fore in verse 9, I pray for them, I pray lIOt for the world, but for
them which thou hastgiven me, for they are thine. Here the Ar­
minians are ever indefatigable in the perversion of the sacred truths
of the gospel, and twisting- them to speak their own language of

'V universality, have thrown in a stumbling-block, saying, Jesus only
prayed for them- who ~lready believed, in order to clear up, expose,
and detect this error, verse 20 will be sufficient for the purpose,
where Jesus says, NeIther pray I for these alone, but for them als'o
which shall believe 011 me throughtheir word. Also, Acts viii. 42.
which i~ the clearest evidence, from his own word, he did not suf­
fer -upon the cross for all mankind, but only a remnant. After all
the disputes, and volumes wrote to convince Mr. 'Vesley of his er­
ror, by many able di vines, he still persisted in his blasphemy, and
would risk his soul upon it, saying, I will have nothing to do with
Jesus Christ, Heaven, or happiness, without Jesus Christ spilt his
blood on the cross for every llldividual of the human race.

See these two doggerel verses in his Sacred Poems.

" If fury can in thee have place,
Empty it on my helpless head,

Cut all', exclude me from thy grace,
Unless foral! the Saviour bled.

"If I may not thy merc), claim,
On me the vengeful bolt let fall,

Take back my interest in the Lamb,
Unless the vi':tim bled for alL"

NOTE•.

WE have received the above piece, accompanied wilh a letter from
a correspondent, who is deeply affected, by the rapid strides that
Popery and Arrninianism, are making in every direction.
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: He observes, that the doctrines of, tbe day are' in unison
with the Papist, particularly in that of the mass, 'whereby it is as­
serted by many wbo call themselves Protestants, that tne oblation
and sacrifice of Christ, is in some respects a mere ABORT!ON, not
being full, perfect and sufficient, to save all tbose for wnom Christ
died, though he bore their sins, and made ample restitution to di­
vinejustice. And at tne same time, members of his body, of bis
flesh, and of his bones, many of them are suffering in hell 'for those
very sins, that their substitute discharged.

UNIVERSAL REDEMPTION, we must say, is Satan's ambuscade;
herein he conceals himself, and wraps up bis cloven foot in tbe
covering of unz·versallove. He works most craftily upon the hopes
and fears, the folly and ignorance of mankind, And it is most de­
plorable, that there are teachers, e~'en in the sanctuary of God,
wh~ lend a helping h.and to such a gross delu.;ion. And it may be
notIced, that there is not a schis1nl1tu:, who does not join them in
ringing the same changes, on the above topic of universal lovl',
UOlvefsal redemption, and then universal salvation, which must
necessarily follow from these positiolls,

Now the scriptures expressly speak another language, for God
!lOt only hates iniquity, but he bates the workers of iniquity. le
']S true he loves the seed of the woman, but it is no less true, he
hates the serpent's progeny. The world is divided into two classes,
sheep and goats-both

L

prepared objects for prepared abodes. Of
the sheep, our Lord express(ysays," I LAY DOWN MY LiFE FOR TilE

SHEEP." But our universalists maintain, that he laid down his life
for the goats, and not only so, but bore (heir sins, in his own body
on the tree. Then the reply comes in with full tide, not to be
:repelled, " Who is he that condemnetb since Christ has died! ! !

.It is uue Judas has gone to his place, but be and his calli pan ions
mIght reflect and say; If we had an inclination, we could Join in
the same strain with those in heal'en, "'Unto Him who 10reJ us,
,and bore our sins, and paid a ransom for us." But our indiguatioll
is excited, that our debt which Christ discharged, bas never been
ratified, he died in vain, and we are still in our SillS, suffering the
vengeance of Almighty God. The Holy Spirit, tile testifier of
Jesus, never performed his part ill the covenant engagement, by
reproving or convincing us of sin, of righteousness, and of judg­
ment. Nor did he ever GUIDE us into all truth, as was promised:
and also that he should glorify Christ in us, and snew us those
things that belong to him, But here we are under th~ impuhe
of the love of God, and the bioodsheddiog of Chmt Jesus,
suffering punishment, instead of a recompcnce of reward. Our
ut'Jiversali~ts acknowledge this to be just reasoning, hence, ]VIr.
Winchester and Mr. Thoms, expect a general delivery of the pre­
sent outcasts, into a state of bliss and glory as the result of univer-

'sal love, and universal redemption, and indeed from such PREM:I­
- SES, their conclusions are incontrovertible.

Amid such discordancy of sentiments: let not the weaklings of
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God's flock. be alarmed, or su ppose for a moment, they are ap-,
pointed to-wrath, but to obtain mercy through Christ Jesus. And
let them remember to their comfort that though as sheep going
astray, the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us ALL; his people,
and the sheep of his pasture, the love of God was such towards'
them, that he sent his Son to die for them, even whilst they were
enemies in open rebellion against him, in every thought of the heart,
in every word of the tongue, and in every action of life. These
are the all, the everyone, for whom the Redeemer" tasted death,"
that constitute the world, whom God so loved, and sent his only
Son to redeem, that whosoever of them that believe in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life; and he knew from the begin­
ning who should helieve on him, and for slIch and such only, he be'
came a sin offering-a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice. And
in spite of men and devils, the surety of the atonement shall see of
the travail of his souL and be satisfied, as captain of their salvation'
in bringing many sons to glory, for whom he underwent the suf•

•ferings of death. In this sense, and in no other, he "takes awa.V
the sins of the world," so as never more to be found. The apostle
John expressly says, that the Son of God was manifested to take
away our sins.

We cannot help going over the same ground, again and again,
and let it be observed, and never let it be forgotten, that our Re­
deemer, Lord, and Saviour, whatever to the contrary, Papists,
Arminians, or the whole tribe of Evangelicals, so called, may as-

.sert, we will upon the record of God's most holy word, boldly
avow, in the face of the whole Sanbedrim, that not an individual
for whom our incarnate Lord and Saviour died, but shall be
preserved,called, and ultimately be brought to glory. He first
seeks the purchase of Ms blood, then draws tllem to him by his own
Omnipotent power and his own free grace. Is it reasonable \Ve
ask, or is it likely from the nature of tbe case, he will then leave
them to their corrupt free-will, whether or not, the work of grace
should be cam pleted, no, his declaration is, " The ransomed of
the Lord slJall return to Zion with songs, and everlasting joy upon
their beads. The Saviour's prayer will then be arswered, Father,
I will, that .ALL those whom thou hast gi-ven me be with me to be­
hold my glory! ! !

o ye reputed STANDARD BEARERS of the Most High God! why
halt ye between two opinions. You who are designated pastors of
the Lord' flock, look back upon tne waters that ye have made the
heritage of the family of our God to drink, consider the pastures
into which you have led them. How you have made the souls of
the righteous sad,anc\ tbe souls of the wicked to rejoice, when you
have talked of a redundancy, a waste ot sufferings, lavished away
by the agonizing Saviour'on the cross, upon those who would never
be benefited, by his pangs and bloody sweat, his cross, passion, and

, precious death. The cup of suffering his Father gave him to drink,
was full to the brim, but -not oveljlowiflg, and the last dreg there.
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of he drank, and said, It was finished. It is true, and very true,
there was a sujficiency, but 110 over-sufficiency, no surplus for the
seed of the serpent-otherwise the precious blood of Christ would
have been shed in vain, but it will fully aLCornplislL the end designed,
as the angel of God foretold, which was, His name shall be called
Jesus, became he shall save HIS PEOPLE, from their sins. vVeigh
these things in the balances of the sanctuary, and may your doc­
trine henceforth distil as the dew, and as light to the world; clear
as chrystal, proceeding from the throne of God alld the Lamb. Alld
Jet it be deeply considered, you never confound the condition'of
acceptance with God, making that to be the cause which is the
tffect, and that to be the tJfect which is the cause. And let those
who are the sheep of the pasture of the Lord, know, that it is their
duty and privilege, keenly to distingui,h the,e things in their own
consciences, so as to enjoy the brightness of the glory of God, the
grace of God set up ill their souls; and remember, that the final
l;ause ~f our joy, peace, and ,ultimate salvation arises from God
being' reconciled to us, through the Son of his love.
...11arcli 4, lj:)Y. EDITOR.

---000---

To Dr. Pye Smith, with reference to ILis Course of Lectures un
" Geology and Revelation," now being delivered at the Congrega­
tional Library, Blom:field Street, Finsbur1j Circus.

SIR,
OUR public notice of your Lectures on" Geology and Revelation"
must be resumed. Your lecture of last evening on the Flood, and
the demonstrations exhibited by the generality of your audience,
presented a scene of gratified Irreverence seldom perhaps surpassed
by an assembly of intidels congregated for the express purpose of
enjoying an ingenious scoff at the records of the inspired volume.

Your geologically explained statenlents-that tbe flood coulJ not
have been unIversal-that the waters could not bave ri,en to the
recorded height of 15 cubits over ali the earth-that neither the
rains from above, nor the added deeps alld oceans from beneatll,
could have sufficed for such a quantity of water-that such a body
of aq ueous fluid could not have found outlets and receptacles in lts
retreat lromlhe earth-that human jJf'e only was entirely ~e,troyed,

but that all bestial, insectal, and reptile life could 1I0t have so
perished-that the idea of pairs of all Jiving creatures Ireving been
preserved is perfectly impossible and ridlculous,-together with
many other kll1dred declarations, equally revered and evangelical,
were rccei ved by you r religious audience with pious denJOnst rations
of risible approbation.

And, when you laid yourself out to present a graphic picture of
the i.nside of the ark and its preserved contents, as recel vetl from
the Mosaic re€ord ; when you depicted with the felicitous pencil
of an evangelical Hogarth, the amusing conveniences ana illcon-

-
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veniences of the laden vessel's interior-the stables and stalls for
the various animals; the lofts and lockers for the hay and other
necessary kinds of provender; the co-assemblage of carniverous
animals with those on which it is their nature to prey; the odd'
and serious transposition of fresh water fish into salt water, and of
salt water into fresh; and, above all, the delicacy and wholesome­
ness attached to the irlea of so many animals and their natural eva­
cuations being shut up in a confined room with only one window
to it-when tbis reverend picture was thus graphically, and with
so much reverential ingenuity, delineated, its intended effects on
the no longer manageable countenance of your gospel auditors
were irres;stible.

Really, Sir, these indices of the atmosphere in which our present
day scientific religionists " live, move, and have their being,>! are
fearfully portentous. What cloud is this rising out of the gospel­
professing world itself, and spreading over our threatening hemis­
phere? Surely it cannot be long ere the infidel and the evangelist
shail be a synonym of term, and an identity of person. Even sup­
posing that some of the interpretive pr.incipJes laid down in the
present course of lectures shall furnish a step towards the solution
of the d.ifficulties which the " new science" presents, when con­
fronted with the pages of eternal veracity ~ of which step we must
still, as augured in our first letter, entertain much serious doubt),
surely these principles might have been explained by Dr. Pye
Smith ill a more reverential mood. Surely he need not have taken
so much chuckling delight in the gratifying efiects wrought by his
H. B. ingenuity on the evangelical muscles of his pious auditory,
at the expence of all that decent reverence which is ever deemed
requisite in the discussion of divine subjects.

You will find, howe·ver, Sir, that all this scientific and lingual
invention, this making divine revelation the lacquey of the ,. new
science," will create an amount of difficulty equal to that which
the said" new science" pretends to dissipate. Such as these, with
an infinity of others-How the flood could destroy all mankind,
and yet not be universal over the then inhabited earth, unless we
suppose the world to have been peopled in one place only, or to.

have been gathered together tu one place for the di.vine purpose of
their destruction: or, how the flood should be sufficiently univer­
sal to destroy all men, and yet not equally destroy all animals.
beasts, insects, reptiles, &c. God himself, however, notwithstand.
ing all the scientific denials of pious geologists, expressly and cir­
cumstantially declares that the flood prevailed over the" whole
eaI:th," canopied by the" whole heaven," and that it equally de.
strayed" every man," " all cattle," " every fowl," " every creep­
ing thing," "every thing that had life," and" every living sub­
stance." The words of the divine records are these :-" Fifteen
cubits upwards did the waters prevail, and the mountains were
covered. .'\nd all flesh died that moved upon the earth; both of
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fowl, and of cattle, and of beast, and of every creeping tiling that'
creepeth upon the earth; and every man, aIL in whose nostrils is
the breath of life; and of all that was in the dry land, died. And
every livingsubstance was destroyed which was upon the face of the
ground, both man and cattle, and the creeping things, and the fowl
of the heaven, and they were destroyed from the earth." Gen. vii.'
20,21.

If the Noachean tena!ltry of the ark, and other mysterious cir­
cum,tances connected with the great diluvian judgment, present
difficulties to human comprehension, surely there is, in the absence
of divine solution, some -holier alternative for their disposal than
that of holding them up to the ridicule of evangelical assemblies.
They may, for the present at least, be allowed to repose in the so­
vereigntY,and omnipotence of God. -Those attributes of deity, and
their agency, however Dr., Pye Smith avers shall never be received
by men of true science as solutions in the diluvian or any other'
geological difficulty. All such difficulty to mortal intelligence shall
be removed by the laws and powers of science alone. No other
principle shall be admitted than that of natural sense comprehen­
sion and interpretation, as laid down under the sanction of the
names of Dr. Pye Smith and Mr. Babbage, in the introductory
lecture.

But, detail refutation, Sir, as mentioned in our previous letter,
is not the object of the present public appeal; nor is it believed
that such an undertaking will be,at all requisite. We are c!.ealing'
now with principles only. 'Ve are directing-the watchful and re-~

flecting eye of the nation and of the church to the openness, bold~

ness, and rapidity with which the temple of (should we hesitate'to
say, infidel?) science is now towering up in the centre of the gospel,
world; and we are pointing to the pious sacrifices of revealed reli­
g-ion that are, amid the visible plaudits of congregated evangelists,
made on the rising altar! And we believe that the present exposi-

_tion of the principles on which the course of lectures in que tion is
now proceeding, will, when compared with a faithful publication of
the latter, leave every right-minded citizen and disciple of Christ
in our land in the possession of a full, and it is to be apprehended
fearful satisfaction, as to the destroying consequences which scien­
tifico political evangelism is produclOg,and will produce to Britain.

It is felt, and candidly confessed, that a public journal is nol the
most desirable medium for 1he conveyance of such discussion; but
the peculiar popularity of the science in question, the notoriety of
its advocacy anJ promulgation in the pre5ent ' course of lectures,'
its involv,ement of the highest na,tio'nal and sacred interests, together
with the imperatively demanded defence of those interests, and the
prompt, poirited, and effective -mean's of that defence, afforded by
an extensive daily periodical, will at once sanction and justify its
adoption. I am, Sir, yours faithfully,

39, Highbul'y-place, 'Mar. 8. -, HENRY COLE.


