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"Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in a.ny
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

" I WANT MY BROTHER!"
" One there is, above all others,
Well deserws the name of Friend:
His is love beyond a brother's,
Costly, free, and knows no end:
They who once Ris kindness prove,
FIND IT EVERLASTING LOVE.

" 'Which of all our friends to save us
Could or would have shed his blood?
But the Saviour died to have us
Reconciled in HinI to God:
THIS WAS EOUNDLESS LOVE Th-nEED !
JESUS IS A FRIEND IN NEED."

"IT is the 15th," said my dear wife, as she opened the book to read
the "PORTIONS" for the day. "And my first article is not yet
written," was my reply. She read, and blessed were the beloved
Dr. HAWKER'S comments on 2 Sam. Yii. 18, 19, "Then went king
David in, and sat before the Lord, and he said, Who am I, 0 Lord
God!' and what is my house, that Thou hast brought me hitherto?
And this was yet a small thing in Thy sight, 0 Lord God; but Thou
hast spoken also of Thy servant's house for a great while to come.
And is this the manner of man, 0 Lord God?" And 2 Cor. xii. 2,
"A man in Christ." The previous four days of the week had been
so entirely engrossed with parochial business, that I prayed earnestly I
might have a peaceful and uninterrupted day in my study. Scarcely,
however, had I entered it, ere a memorandum was pla~ed in my
hand, "Child dangerously ill-want it baptized." With snow deep
on the ground, and a mile from the house where the child lay, 'I saw
at once my plans for the day were overturned; but I thought of dear
NEWTON'S words, "I regard a knock at my study-door as a call from
God." In an hour or so I had the babe in my arms; and a fine, brighteyed boy he was. I could not see the semblance of death in his feahues, but the doctor, I was informed, had doclared him to be labouring
under a hopeless malady. As the dear little sufferer looked up at me
with repeated smiles, I could not help thinking, "What are all
o
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human hopes? and what is there in this poor world into which you
are introduced, to smile at?'" And yet again 'one could but construe
that smile into the thought, "I am going hence, to be nestled in
Jesus' bosom; why would you have me tarry here?" Ah, yes, dear
child, the words of Jesus have in nowise lost their weight or blessedness, " Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid them
not: for of suoh is the kingdom of heaven;" "And Jesus called a
little child unto Him, and set him in the midst of them, and said,
Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little
children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven."
In the adjoining street lay a venerable pilgrim, who had long been
a great sufferer. I, therefore, resolved to pay him a visit. He was
an old Wesleyan, and had known the Lord some fifty or sixty years.
We did not enter upon either Wesleyanism or Calvinism, but at
once npon the one theme dear to both our hearts. " So you are still
here, dear friend?" "Yes," was the reply, meekly and placidly. "And
has there not been a fulfilment of the promise, 'Thy shoes shall be
iron and brass, and as thy days, so shall thy strength be'?" With
equal readiness, the dear old pilgrim admitted it, although upon my
last visit his sufferings had been so intense, that it pained me much to
see him in such extreme anguish. And, such a dread had he of an
operation that was occasionally necessary, that he prayed the Lord
most earnestly that He would take him, in order that he .might be
spared a renewal of the anguish produced thereby. As he now lay,
calm and resigned, I could but think of the contrast, and of the Lord's
all-sufficiency. As his voice was somewhat muffied, I lost much that
I would gladly have caught. As I saw there was an occasional expression indicating if he held on, then would there be such and such a
happy result, I strove to direct his mind to the faithfulness and allsufficiency of God. I quoted the Scriptures where He testifies of
" resting in His love, and hating to put away." "I am the Lord; I
change not; therefore ye sons of J acob are not consumed;" "I will put
my fear into their hearts, that they shall not depart from me;"
"The Lord will give grace and glory: no good thing will He
withhold fr0m them that walk uprightly." The dear old mau
drank in these truths with gladness and rejoicing. And then, when I
spoke of the language of Job, " Will He plead against me mth His
great power? No; but He would put strength in me," he added, with
much feeling, "When He hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold."
"Ab," said he, "I have often heard you quote that l03rd Psalm,
, As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He remo,ed our
transgressions from us. Like as a father pitieth his childl'en, so the
Lord pitieth them that fear Him. For He knoweth our frame; He
remembereth that we are dust.''' He then spoke of his mind being
at times dark, and that he could not see his way. I reminded him
that the sun was still above us, although hidden by clouds. This
seemed to give him much comfort, and then, with regard to any suffer.ings that might be in reserve, I reminded him of that precious verse,
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" There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man:
but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that
ye are able; but will with the temptation also .make a way to escape,
that ye may be able to bear it." 'In the course of conversation, the
dear old saint so revived, that his voice became clear, and, with considerable animation, he repeated sundry hymns, one of which, in particular, was exceedingly precious. They were all about the immediate
presence of God and the Lamb. A.nd, when he quoted the following
verse, he reminded me of another dear old pilgrim, who on one occasion had r_epeated the same verse with such intense ardour and
emotion : " There shall I see His face,
And never, nevm' sin.
There, from the rivers of His grace,
Drink endless pleasures in."

When I bowed the knee in prayer, oh, with what fervour did the
dear old man respond, especially when praying for more faith and
more patience to suffer the Lord's will, and abide His pleasure.
Upon leaving his chamber and retiring downstairs, the conversation
turned upon a young man who had lodged at the next house, and who
a few days since (painful to say) had been killed in a fight! It was an
awful reflection. Itwould seem that there had been a contention between
him and a fellow-workman. It was proposed to settle their differences
in a fight; bu the deceased, being much the stronger of the two, had
expres~ed his fears that he should kill the other, and, therefore, was
unwilling to engage in the conflict. Upon being dissuaded from the
attempt, he said, "if he refused, he could not continue in his work."
I' Then you had better leave both it and the town," was the answer.
This was urged the more because of a dream, in which the friend who
thus remonstrated with him had been impressed with the conviction,
that, if he fought, he would never return alive. Strange to say, this
dream was literally fulfilled, for, after fighting for an hour, the young
man in question was seized with apoplexy, and died whilst being
carried from the field. What an awful death, and what an awful reflection for those who took part in that fatal affray!
It was with sad reflections I walked away from that house, remembering, as one did, the many thousands by whom one was surrounded, who have not the fear of God before their eyes. When facts
of this kind come to one's knowledge, one's heart sinks under the
pressing claims of nearly nine thousand souls, leading to the frequent
exclamation, "Who is sufficient for these things P"
The next call was at a place of business, where active and extensive
operations were going on. The thought struck me, as I entered amid
that busy scene, "How soon will all this subside! how soon will death
put a stop to all these, and similar proceedings !" And then the conversation with the principal-a dear personal friend-turned upon
the times we live in. In one particular we differed, failing, in regard
to the spread and dominion of Popery, to see eye to eye. In turning
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away from those busy scenes, and reflecting upon the matters on which
we had been conversing, and in which one's own arguments and personal observation and experience had failed to convince, the thought
. occurred, "When will the Lord Himself' explain that which now seems
so adverse and perplexing? When will He come to adjust and rectify
all that now appears to be working so directly contrary to the furtherance of His own cause, and the glorification of His own great name ?"
The next visit was to an intense sufferer. Some short tin16 since I
had been requested to 'call and see a stranger, who had come from
Wales for medical advice; but who had become so ill, as to be unable
to return. Poor thing, hers I found in many particulars to have
been a bitter portion indeed. Her domestic life had been the re,erse
of a happy one. Although not yet thirty years of age, she had been
the mother of seven or eight children; and was now come to this
parish to die! Dropsy had followed other maladies, and her sufl'erings are, in consequence, extreme. Still I am not without hope that
the Lord Himself' is teaching her. As far as words are concerned.
she has a deep sense of sin and utter unworthiness, . he seeks to lay
hold upon the blood. Her cry is constantly for "Jesus. Jesus!"
She declares that her whole trust is simply in Him; that she has
nought else to look to. My simple utterances at the footstool of
mercy on her behalf' are frequently interrupted by her pleadings with
Jesus, that He would appear to_and for'her. May the Lord graciously
manifest Himself' to her before Re calls her hence!
After visiting these different cases, and amid the 'varied reflections
which these slmdry scenes had enkindled, I now walked towards the
Schools. It was the dinner-hour; and in the porch of the Boys'
School stood an interesting little girl. Whether she had ventured to
knock at the door or no, I cannot say; but, when I asked her what
she wanted, she looked up, with tears in her eyes, and said most
promptly, but plaintively,
" I WANT MY BROTHER!"
Dear child! This simple saying went to the very core of my heart,
and I mentally responded, " And so do I too, and so do a grea many
mOl'e. There is many and many a one can say with you, dear child,
" I WANT MY BROTHER!"
I knocked, and presently the door was opened, and there stood a little
boy, with one or two more in the distance. The one in que tion,
however, had been detained a part of the dinner-hour, for some misconduct. This accounted for the sister's waiting for his coming. A
promise to the master that there should be no recurrence of the misconduct, secured his release and accompaniment of his sister, who
with light heart and joyous step walked away. Not, ho'Wever, without the little incident leaving me matter for reflection, a I, too,
directed my steps homeward.
" I want m.y Brother I" "That's just it!" thought 1. "It is the
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very want of which I am the subject;" and it just chimed in with a
portion upon which my eye had dropped, I think, as my " morning
word" for this day: "They took knowledge of them, thcd they had
been with Jesus."
"I want my Brother!" "Brother!" thought I, "what a bond!
wliat a relationship! " Oh, what a dear tie is that of brother! Let
them be severed by however great a distance, or placed in whatever
circumstances, yet what a peculiarity of interest exists! They descend from the same head, and have one cause in common; hence said
J udah to his brethr.en concerning J oseph, "Let not our hand be upon
him: for he is our brother and our flesh." Distance may hinder
and circumstances separate, but the relationship still exists; nothing
can break the bond, or snap the tie! It is "brother" once, and
"brother" always. Hence again, after J oseph's many years' separation from his father's house, how intense was his anxiety to have
tidings of-and to behold-his brother Benjamin; and then, when at
length he came, mark his language as "he lifted up his' eyes, and
saw his brother Benjamiri, his mother's son: Is this your younger
brother, of whom ye spake unto me ? And he said, God be gracious
unto thee, my son. And J oseph made haste; for his bowels did
yearn upon his brother: and he sought where to weep; and he
entered into his chamber, and wept there" (Gen. xliii. 29, 30). And
ob88rre, further, dear reader, the intense emotion of the patriarch,
when he could no longer refrain himself; but that there should be no
intrusion-no interference-no trespass upon the sacred rights and
privileges of brotherhood, he I3ried, "Cause every man to go out from
me. And there stood no man with him, while J oseph made himself
known unto his brethren." No; neither Joseph, the type, nor Jesus,
the Antitype, would have any intruders, or mere observers, or speculators, whilst he discovered himself to them, or disclosed the greatthe agonizing-secret of their base treatment of him. " And J oseph
said unto his brethren, Come near to me, I pray you. And they
came near. And he said, I am J oseph your brother, whom ye sold
into Egypt" (Gen. xlv. 4). "And he fell upon his brother Benjamin's neck, and wept; and Benjamin wept upon his neck. Moreover he kissed all his brethren, and wept upon them: and after that
his brethren talked with him" (Gen. xlv. 14, 15). Ah, beloved, how
blessed to pass from the less to the Greater-from J oseph to Jesus !
How blessed to think of His grace, ,and His pity, and His tender,
loving, boundless sympathies! Even the history of the patriarch
represents but faintly and imperfectly what is the marvellous love,
grace, and compassion of "the Broth.er born for adversity," and" the
Friend that sticketh closer than a brother."
Circumstances may-and but too often do-arise in which the tie of
brother is virtually ignored. Because of reverses, or misdeeds, or for
some cause or other, there is a shutting-up of the bowels of compassion;
and, could sb-angers behold the parties thus allied in some of nature's
nearest and dearest relations, such relationship would be called in ques-
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tion. Hence the expression above quoted, "The Friend that sticketh
closer than a brother." It bespeaks an abiding-a changelessness-a
friendship that defies invasion or underminiug. If We mistake not, this
. word" sticketh" has been illustrated by the limpet clinging to the rock,
or the nap to the cloth. There is no room for severance or disuniting.
It is, as it were, one and the same. There is, essentially, one life and
one blood between brethren. Abram felt this, when he said unto Lot,
"Let there be no strife, I pray thee, between me and thee, and between my herdmen and thy herdmen; for we be brethren." And even
Esau, after the guilty purpose for which he came forth to meet J acob,
exclaimed, in regard to the presents proffered him, " I have enough,
my brother; keep that thou hast unto thyself." And then, touching upon this oneness of life and identity of interest, the. Church
. in the Canticles exclaims, "0 that thou wast as my brother, that
sucked the breasts of my mother! "
The sweetness of this near and endearing tie is again beautifully and
blessedly set forth by both Martha and Mary, in regard to Lazarus,
" Lord, if Thou hadst been here, my brother had not died." The
reader will particularly observe the manner in which both sisters expressed themselves. They did not say, "mM' brother," but "my brother."
It bespeaks what may be called, in one sense, the blessed monopoly of
love. Although they were related to Lazarus, in common, yet such
was the intensity of their affection-so ardent was their love-that
they could not, under the circumstances and under the acuteness of
their bereavement, admit another to the speciality and peculiarity of
the bond. Nothing less than" my brother" would express the tender,
precious tie.
Furthermore, in speaking of this sweet relationship, the apostle, in
writing to Philemon, in respect to Onesimus, says, " Perhaps he therefore departed for a season, that thou shouldest recei,e him for ever;
not now as a servant, but above a servant, a bl'other be!crved, specially
to me, but how much more unto thee, both in the flesh, and in the
Lord ?"
.There is, however, another fact or two in regard to the incident
which I named respecting the dear little girl, which is not without its
teaching.
1. There was but a door that separated her from the object of which
she was so anxiously in quest. Although she could not see her brother,
·he was very near, nevertheless. Dear reader, although thou seest not
thy Beloved, He is, notwithstanding, very nigh. All, how nigh, literally, thou canst not tell. Ere thou art aware, as with the dear child
I have named, the door may be opened, and thy J3rother, as did her
brother, may stand revealed.
.
2. I have already said the weather was inclement-snow was
lying thickly upon the grolmd ; and, from the exposed position of the
School-buildings, they were opened to the rude wintry blast. Still the
dear little anxious one stood her ground. " I want my brother," was
the language of her feet, as well as of heralips. "Poor trembling sin-
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harassed, Satan-buffeted soul, art thou braving both tempest and
storm whilst in waiting for thy Brother? Has nought affi:ighted thee?
nor ought driven thee from thy waiting-place ?"
3. There were other boys in the playground, and amusing themselves too; but neither did she claim as her brother, nor could their
pleasure divert her. Reader, is their nothing suggestive of comfort to .
thee in -this particular? Amid the many attractions, the" Lo, here
is Christ, and 10, there," has ~ought sufficed to draw thee off from
" Jesus only? " Is He still" all thy salvation, and all thy desire? "
Art thou rooted, grounded, and settled in the glorious. God-honouring
fact, "that there is no other name under heaven given among men,
whereby t.hou canst be saved," but that of Jesus only? Does no ritualism-no sacramental grace-no forms-no ceremonies-no prayers-no
penances suffice? Is it still with thee, as with the Chureh of old?
" Tell me, 0 thou whom my soul loveth, where thou feedest, where
thou makest thy flock to rest at noon: for why should I be as one
that turneth aside by the flocks of thy companions?" Moreover,
has no pleasure-no pursuit whatever-served to draw thee off from
seeking and saying of Him, "Saw ye Him whom my soulloveth?" .
4. I know not how long, or how often, the dear child in question
had been knocking; but, dear it is, that success at length attended
her waiting; and such was her joy, when admitted and when her
brother was released, that it was evident that she forgot the time and
inconvenience of waiting. Reader, this in due tirrte shall be thy case.
Asight of thy Brother shall abundantly recompense all thy painstaking;
and, even wert thou called to wait years for Him, they would appear
but as moments when He stood revealed to thee in all His loveliness
and beauty. One moment in heaven will make amends for scores
and scores of years of suffering on earth. Yea, one glimpse of Jesus,
even by faith, makes up fOT months and years of soul-travail.
5. If I mistake not, 1 saw the child of whom I have spoken,
peeping through the keyhole of the door as I approached the porch;
and, possibly, if she had not caught sight of her brother, she had
heard his voice; and that well-known voice reassured her of his being
near at hand. Reader, bast thou not again and again heard the
voice of tlty elder Brother? Have there not been whispers and intimations of I-lis being near, even though thou ,yo:i.'t u:ithout (as the
dear child was), exposed and comfortless? And, as the child was reassured and encouraged to wait because of her brother's voice, so God
grant that thou mayest be encouraged to wait also, as thou rememberest the many sweet and precious words spoken by Jesus. Oh, be
it thine, never, never to overlook, much less to under-value, these lovewords-these precious tokens of Divine favour-:-which the Lord is
pleased again and again to give. They are earnests and pledges and
proofs that in due time He will satisfy to the full, all the ardent
cravings, and anxious emotions, and divine breathings which He has enkindled in thy soul. He ,vill never, no, never, disappoint, but will assuredly" remember the word upon which He has caused thee to hope."
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6. Moreover, with respect to the providential dealings of thy God,
even the little girl may, instrumentally, suggest thoughts for thy consideration and comfort. She had been waiting, and looking, and knock. ing, it may be, for some time there, but all would seem to have been in
vain. But one way of relief presented itself to her view. The door
• must be opened from within. How little did she imagine that a third
party, and that, too, from without, would appear, and by whom entrance
would be obtained. Ab, beloved, the providences of our God may,
and often do, appear very dark. There seems, at times, to be no way
of escape whatever. Destruction and disgrace stare the dear children
of God in the face. The enemy takes advantage, and prematurely
taunts with a" Where is thy God now?" "Persecute, and take him;
for there is none to deliver him." But, when matters are darkest,
most gloomy, and forbidding, as with the dear child, a deliyerer is
raised up, and generally, if not always, at the most unexpected time,
and in the least expected way. A door, in God's wonder-working
providence, is opened; and, in one moment, the whole scene may be
changed, and a mighty deliverance wrought py the 'wisdom lo,e and
power of a wonder-working God. Oh, how marvellous are His ac s.
7. Then there was the recognition of the child. As soon aeS the door
was opened, although there were other boys in the school, there was
no mistake as to which was the brother. There was the mutual recognition. And so, dear child of God, is it with thee; or, in due time,
shall be so. Many a poor soul, under the weight and burden of sin,
asks, "How shall I know that my sins are pardoned? May I not be
mistaken? May not Satan or my own heart deceive me?" Ah,
no: "And when He putteth forth His own sheep, He goeth before
them, and the sheep follow Him: for they know His voice." He who
caus~s His voice to be heard, causes it also to be kllOlell. .d...nd if,
dear' reader, the voice of Jesus be heard, and His footsteps recognized
by faith here, in this valley of tears, amid all the corruption of the
flesh and the bewildering events of life, what a recognition mn that
be, in the upper and better world, when" delivered from the burden of
the flesh, and in everlasting joy and felicity!"
One thought more, and I have done. In the case before-mentioned,
there was a twofold waiting. Not merely was the sister waiting for
the brother, but the brother for the sister; fmd 80, belo,ed, is it a
mutual waiting on the part of Jesus and His bride, the hurch.
Anxious as the Church is for Jesus, she is not nearly so desirous after
Him, as He for her. Oh, it is a wondrous thought, but, nevertheless,
true, that of every living soul it may be said, "The Lord hath need
of him." The bride's pantings after Jesus are but the bles ed fruits
and effects of His desires after her. It is His love haeS begotten her
love-His drawings have enkindled her desires. Hence, dear reader,
thou never wouldst have had a wish or a craving Christward and
heavenward, but for the Holy Ghost having quickened thee into
spiritual life, and revealed Christ as the one living and loving Object.
St. Luke's, Bedminster, March 16, 1867.
THE EDITOR.
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WAYSIDE NOTES.
ON THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD.
"Hath the rain a father ?"-JOB xxxviii. 28.
JOB'S friends were miserable comforters; the line of argument urged by
each of them could but make his distress more poignant. Elihu reasons
falsely thus: he attributed Job's a:ffliction to unrighteous conduct, which,
if repented of, God· " would deliver him out of his strait; and that which
should be set on his table should be full of fatness." . But the Lord had
declared differently. He told Satan that His servant Job" was a perfect
and an upright man," one that" feared God ani eschewed evil;" and He
permitted him to be tried and tempted not on the ground of his unrighteous conduct, but to show forth the riches of His grace and love; to lead
His servant to magnify His great name, and to show to His people to the
end of time the hallowed effect of sanctified affliction, that in the midst of
all their distresses they might learn to put their trust in Him. Hence,
after Elihu had spoken, J ehovah, referring to him, says, "Who is this
that darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge?" and then breaks
out into a most sublime exposition of His own wiedom and mighty power
in creation, asking among other questions this significant one, " Hath the
rain a father?" We may respond, Yes, the rain hath a Father, One who
-watches every pearly drop that falls to the earth, even the great God
Himself; and from this inquiry we may trace Him in the character of the
God of providenceH

Who moves in a mysterious way,
His wonders to perform."

And we observe,
•
I. That both the universal and special providences of God are .doctrines of the Bible.
IT. That they are confirmed by the every-day experience of His waiting and watching people.
lIT. That a firm belief in these doctrines produces import~nt and hallowed results.
Oh that the Spirit of God may enable us to contemplate and adore
HimWhose being no begi=ing knows,
While matchless splendour round Him flows,
And all things wait His nod."
H

We have, then, to prove that the doctrines of the universal and particular
providences of God are doctrines of the Bible. Do we hear one exclaim,
"Oh, but I do not believe in the Bible?" Then to such an idiot we have
nothing to say, only praying that the Lord may forgive him for his audacity, and have mercy upon his soul. In this, and in every other contemplation, we spread before us the sacred Scriptures, and by them we stand or
'fall. "To the law and to the testimony." And,
.
1. AS TO THE UNlYERSAL PROVIDENCE OF GOD:
For there are some that would have us look at God as a Creator of all
things, but as a Sustainer of none-as having made certain established
P
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-principles and laws, and left the carrying them out to depend upon the
voluntary motions of His creatures as free agents. We shall endeavour
to prove that the all-knowing, all-seeing God, is silently operating in
every form of life, and that every thing is under His providential superintendence and control. Trace this as exercised over,
1. Vegetable life.-" All the trees of the field shall know that I the Lord
have brought down the high tree, have exalted the low tree, have dried
up the green tree, and have made the dI'y tree to flourish: I the Lord
have spoken and done it" (Ezek. xvii. 24). Here is a statement that
every form of tree is subject to His power and mandate.
2. Animal tife.-" He giveth to the beast his food." "He causeth the
grass to grow for the cattle;" and, let Him" blow upon them," and holV
soon they perish, as of late: yet will not foolish, vain man acknowledge
that His hand is in it for some wise purpose and end. Again,
3. TIle fowls of the air.-" Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow
not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your hea,enly
Father feedeth them." And, not merely does He feed them, but He has
the host of winged ones under His command; hence He said to Elijah,
" I have commanded the ravens to feed thee." So also "ith,
4. The .fishes of the sea.-" Go thou to the sea, and cast an hook, and
take up the fish that first cometh up j and when thou hast opened his
mouth, thou shalt find a piece of money: that take, and give unto them
for me and thee." Here J ehovah-Jesus had the fish of the sea at His
control. And so now, how many hundreds of poor families are supplied
with food by the fish that are driven to their coast. Who drives them
thither? Natural causes, responds the sceptic. The God of providence
in His goodness, replies the Christian.
.
Trap,e Him further in His present control of the elements. Some think
that the blowing of the wind and the l'ising of the waves is all due to
natural causes; but God" turneth the wilderness into a stancling water,
and dry ground into watersprings." "Thou visitest the earth, and
waterest it; Thou greatlyenrichest it with the river of God." "He giveth
snow like wool: He scattereth the hoar frost like a~hes." Here, then, is
nothing about fixed laws j but all is declared to be done personally by the
God of providence. Look up, too, unto the starry heavens j "behold "ha
hath created these things, that bringeth out their host by number: He
calleth them all by names by the greatness of His might, for that He is
strong in power j not one faileth." "Seek Him that maketh the se,en
stars and arian, and turneth t4e shadow of death into the morning, and
maketh the day dark with night: that calleth for the waters of the sea,
and poureth them out upon the face of the earth: The Lord 1"S His name."
And now, if we pass from tracing God in the rustling of the lea,es, the
grazing of the animals, the flight of the fowls, the movements of the fishes
of the sea, the blowing of the wind, the twinkling of the stars, to man anel
his movements, is there not a God of providence here controlling this, and
permitting the other to further His own designs? Oh, yes. note (1) His
power over the natt"ons of the earth. The breaking up and shi,ering of
certain states and empires, the advancement and growth of others, is too
often attributed to the arm of this king or the other "arrior, as if God.
had nothing to do with it j but he who studies the history of the "orIel,
and is watchipg the unfolding of His prophecies, discerns that J ehovah
was at the bottom of it all, working according to the purposes of His "ill
and to perpetuate His great name.
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" All worlds obey my Father's nod,
And His decrees fillfi1 ;
The arm of Israel's covenant God
Performs His sovereign will."
Again (2), God ordereth the condition and circumstances of the lives of
1nsn, although they think often they. can prolong their lives, and make
arrangements for years of peace and plenty. It is all in vain, for" the Lord
killeth and maketh alive: He bringeth down to the grave, and bringeth
up. The Lord maketh poor, and maketh rich: He bringeth low, and lifteth
up." Then, again, He often overrules the wicked designs of the ungodly
for the good of His people, as in the case of J oseph and his brethren.
"Therefore," said J oseph, "be not angry with yourselves that ye sold me
hither: for God did send me before you to preserve life. . . . As for you, ye
thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as
it is this day, to save much people alive." At other times the Lord will
defeat thetr wicked designs, as in the case of the Egyptians who pressed
hard after the Israelites: "Thou dldst blow with Thy wind, the sea
covered them: they sank as lead in the mighty waters. Who is like unto
Thee, 0 Lord, among the gods? who is like Thee, glorious in holiness,
fearful in praises, doing wonders?" Thus have we dwelt upon the universal
providence of God in connexion with the various works of His creation,
and in His control of the actions of men. We now come to think ofHIS SPECIAL PROVIDENCES.

_ ow some will gra.nt all we have written upon His universal providence,
but will struggle Ilgainst this word" special ;" but we must maintain that
it, too, is a doctrine of the Bible, which we will now proceed to .prove. We
may see its exhibition,
1. In His continued preservation of His people.-" The Lord loveth judgment, and forsaketh not His saints; they are preserved for ever:" "for He
giveth His angels charge over them, to keep them in all their ways." And
our Lord said, "But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear
ye not, therefore, ye are of more value than "many sparrows."
2. In the continued protect£on He affords them.-" He shall cover thee
with His feathers, and under His wings shalt thou trust: His truth shall
be thy shield and buckler." "0 God the :Lord, the Strength of my salvation, Thou hast covered my head in the day of battle."
3. In His providing them with the necessaries of life.-" Take no thought,
saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we ill-ink? or, Wherewithal shall
we be clothed? (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your
heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things." The poor
man has not bread to give his children; his strong soul is moved; but, if he
be one who fears God, he may remember the lovingkindness ofthe Lord, and
feel satisfied that the Lord will not forsake him. Now in these ways, and
in many others, we may trace from Scripture the declaration of the special
providence of God. There will be much, very much, that we cannot
understand-dark providences as well as light; but whoso observeth these
things shall see the lovingkindness of God; and he may depend upon it,
the time will come when he will be led to see that all His paths are mercy
and truth to His people, and that not one of His promises concerning them
hath failed. God, in all His judgments and leadings, givings and withholdings, is but acting out His heart of love to His people: He will do
p 2
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And now let us

HOW THESE DOCTRINES ARE CONFIRMED BY THE EVERY-DAY EXPERIENCE
OF HIS WAITING AND WATCHING PEOPLE.

The worthies who have gone before, give us ample testimony of His
special providence. Take the case of the eventful history of Elijah. What
a many proofs we have therein to the point! Ahab, king of Israel, sinned
so grievously, and provoked God beyond all that-was before him, so that
God sent Elijah the prophet to reprove him, and to foretell that there
should be neither rain nor dew in his land for several years, which accordingly came to pass. During this famine the Lord fed Elijah in a remarkable way-the ravens brought him bread and flesh in the morning and in
the evening, and he drank of the waters of the brook; and, when the brook
itself dried up, God sent him to a most unlikely source for continued sustenance, even to a poor widow woman, to provide for him. How marvellous! Well, Elijah's God still lives, and still provides, as the ~ter and
. reader can testify. Take another case, that of Esther. What an overruling Providence was manifest in every step in her eventful career!
Herself a Jewish captive, yet that she should be the chosen one to become
Queen of Persia. The concealment of her pedigree; Mordecai's revealing
the plot on the king's life, and yet his reward was suspended till the
appointed time; the promotion of the proud and ambitious Haman;
Mordecai's refusal to bow or worship him; Haman obtaining of king
Ahasuerus a decree for the massacre of all the Jews in his dominion;
Esther's determination to plead their cause at the peril of her life; her
success; Haman's downfall and Mordecai's exaltation, and the preservation of God's ancient and chosen people, are all standing links in God's
providence, reminding us that Esther's God still rules and reigns, and He
will not suffer any plot against His Bpiritual Israel to prosper; and time
would fail us to tell of J oseph and Ruth, and Job and David, and Daniel,
and many others whose histories develop the same overruling providence
of God.
And now, dear reader, if you and I turn from the histories of the
worthies who have gone before, and calmly look at the grades and shades
of our own little lives, oh, what mercies we should ,have to recount!
what signal providences we should have to tell of! Look at the links in
our lives that have broug-ht us up to the present hour. Do we not live to
trace the Lord's hand in them all? Perhaps the writer may be permitted
to recount an incident in his own life, which will ever stand as a "aymark
to remind him of the Lord's goodness and help in time of need. Some
years ago he went into partnership with a gentleman in the midland
counties; there seemed a fair prospect of success, and the engagement
appeared highly desirable, but experience proved it to be far othennse.
Five years of misery resulted in a separation; still it was not expected
that the loss would have been great. Keen valuers, however, made out
that the writer's capital was gone, and the award stood against him.
What was to be done? Time for payment was asked for and refused.
" Pay me what thou owest," was the inexorable demand. The "riter and
his dear wife were driven to the throne of grace. The Lord said, " Peace,
be still; I will help thee. Fear not." True to His word He did help us,
and that, too, in a remarkable way. Unknown to him, his dear wife wrote
to a Christian friend, whom God had blessed with this world's wealth,

,
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asking for a loan. His beloved partner, when she read the letter, said,
" It must be done." The loan was forwarded, and the hearts of God's
bowed servants were cheered; but, strange to say, a few weeks after, that
benevolent man of God (now in glory) cancelled the writer's promissory
note, telling him that" the Lord had laid it upon his heart to give him
the sum, and payment would never be required." We were melted and
overwhelmed, for the.sum was a large one; and that memorable instance
of God's special providence stands out as a signpost on our roadside journey,
bidding us never more doubt; and we now recount it to the Lord's family,
that they too may believe that God will be their Helper. Lastly,
A FIRM BELIEF IN THE PROVIDENOE OF GOD PRODUOES IMPORTANT AND
HALLOWED RESULTS.

But before we trace these results we might observe,
1. That the providence of God might well awe the sinner; for, be it
known unto him, it is in vain he shelters himself under the idea that God
is too exalted and remote from him to watch or consider his course of
guilt. We are told " all things are naked and open to the piercing eye of
God;" so then, when transgressors say, Surely darkness shall cover us,
His word responds, "Yea, the darkness hideth not from Thee; but the
night shineth as the day; the darkness and the light are both alike to
Thee." Let him, therefore, pause in his career of sin, and think, "Thou,
God, seest me."
2. The fact of the providence of God, while it should strike terror into
the breast of the ungodly, is most consoling to the tried and tempted
child of God. Placed as he is in a world of sorrow and sin, it is sweet for
him to think, "My Father above knows and sees all."
To the fearful and timorous, oh, how precious is the fact of the watchfulness of God over His people, as well as the many covenant promises
recorded for their comfort! How often have they foreboded this evil and
the other danger, forgetful of their ever-faithful God; when some sweet
assertion of Scripture has brought peace, and caused a rolling the care
upon Jesus, and a resting upon Him: and the timid one has been led to
say,
" Why these fears? behold, 'tis Jesus
Rotds the helm and guides the ship;
Spread the sails, and catch the breezes
Sent to waft us through the deep;
To the region
Where the mourners cease to weep."
3. The fact of the providence of God gives the greatest encouragement
to prayer. It g-ives encouragement to prayer in a time of national
calamity. The Scriptures tell us that when God in His anger sent fire
among the Israelites, which consumed even in the uttermost part of the
camp, the people cried unto Moses; and, when Moses prayed unto the
Lord, the fire was quenched. Here was one instance among many more
that might be named of the interposition of the providence of God in answer
to prayer, and a standing encouragement for us, when afflicted by any
national calamity on account of national sins, to pray to the Lord J ehovah
to avert the evil.
Again, it gives the greatest encouragement to public and private
prayer at all times and under all circumstances. Peter was kept in prison,
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but the brethren and sisters in the Lord, having full confidence in the
providence of God, made prayer without ceasing unto God for him; the
result was his d'eliverance in a most remarkable and sovereign way.
. J ames, after asserting that "the fervent prayer' of a righteous m.an
availeth much with God," draws attention to a most striking proof of It:
"Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space
of three years and six months. And he prayed again, and the heaven
gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit."
Thus have we noted some of the hallowed results of a belief in the
providence of God; we add, there is no such a thing as accident or chance.
He who observes the fall of every sparrow, the descending of every pearly
drop of rain to the earth, has numbered our months and our moments,
fixed the bounds of our habitations, and hath arranged the time "hen the
brittle thread of life shall be severed. In a word, the providence of God
opens out His character as the omniscient, omnipresent, omnipotent One.
Glory be to His great name!
In conclusion, dear reader, suffer us to say that we tru"t the foregoing
remarks may draw you out to recount the Lord's stepping-stones of mercy
in your pilgrimage. Come, tell us of His goodness. Facts concerning the
leadings of God will put to silence the fiction of carnal opposition. Your
life and mine has been made up of special providences-gainsay it who
can. Come, tell us, then, what the Lord hath done for your soul, that we
may be mutually strengthened in the precious acknowledgment of His
divine providence. Tell us how, again and again, He has been your
" Stone of help," and believe with us in that golden couplet which asserts,
"He who hath helped us hitherto
Will help us all the journey through."

(

G. C.

Ilford.

"I :r>.TEVER WILL LEAYE THEE."
will leave thee"-0 glorious assurance .
My spirit, rejoice at the truth of thy Lord,
And hear all H!s will with a patient endurance,
Since Jesus to thee hath now pledged His word.
"'I never will leave thee '-believe it and trust me,
When Satan comes in with his troop like a flood,
For my Spu'it shall lift up the standard to cheer thee,
And prove I am still thy unchangeable God.
" , I never will leave thee '-now canst thou still doubt me?
Oh, think of the mercy and grace I have shown;
Had I meant to destroy, should I ever have taught thee
Such thillgs as are still unto thousands unknown P"
My Lord, I believe the sweet word Thou hast spoken,
And rest ill the views of Thy covenant love;
Not a promise Thou speaketh can ever be broken,
So this, like Thyself, must immutable prove.
Wisbeach.
M. A. G.
"I

NEVER

MAN, by his fall, wounded his head and heart; the wound in his head
made him unstable in the truth, and that in his heart unstedfast in his
affections.

.
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&\1tCthofts anh ®rtrmfs.
"The prea,cher sought to find out acceptable words."-EccL. xii. 10.

"VENGEANOE IS MINK"
REMARKABLY has God, in various ages of the world, manifested His righteous vindication of His own law, and, by His visible dealings with sinners,
whether individually or collectively, exhibited before an ungodly world
this truth, "Vengeance is mine, I will repay, saith the Lord." The following gives us a solemn illustration of this point, which proves that Satan
is a cruel master, and that" the way of transgressors is hard."
"The only occasion on which Beckford, of Fonthill, threw open his
splendid mansion to company was when Lady Hamilton, along with Lord
Nelson, visited it. All that the wealth of the princely owner could furnish
was provided to give splendour to the scene. The grounds were illuminated by lamps and torches, and the interior of the apartments was a
blaze of jewellery and gold and silver. 'Spiced wine,' says the Gentleman's Magazine of the day, 'and confectionery in golden baskets, were
handed round to the company.' A numerous party was assembled, and
Lady Hamilton shone, the envy of them all. Attired in a rich costume,
she entered, with a golden urn in her hands, and recited some verses,
which the company was far too politic not rapturously to applaud, spoken
as they were by one who had such influence over the hero of the hour.
No one was there to tell her all this wag but deception; that sin surely
carried its own punishment with it, and that the pleasures she was pursuing were merely the mirage. And yet it was even so. Thirteen years
after the banquet at Fonthill had taken place, a lady, buying some meat
for her dog at a butcher's stall in Oalais, was thus accosted by the butcher's
wife: 'Ah, madam, you seejIl a benevolent lady, and upstairs there is a
poor Englishwoman, who would be glad of the smallest pieCle of meat
which you are buying for your dog.' Who then was the grateful recipient
of such alms? Alas! Lady Hamilton, the beauty. After the death of
Lord Nelson, deserted by those who fawned upon her in prosperity, she
gradually became impoverished, and died in a wretched lodging at Oalais.
Her property consisted only of a few pawnbroker's duplicates. Her body
was put into a common deal box, without any inscription. A pall was
made, by the hand of charity, out of an old silk gown belonging to the
deceased, stitched upon a white curtain; and, over the praise of statesmen,
warriors, poets, and artists, the funeral service was read by an Irish officer
on half-pay! 'Her remains lie buried,' says Rae Wilson, the traveller,
, in the ditch of Oalais.' By others, the spot of her interment is said to be
used as a common woodyard; nothing indicating where her ashes repose.
Such was the end of the beauty."
"
The word of God tells us that, "Righteousness exalteth a nation, but
sin is a reproach to any people." And perhaps in the annals of history
no event was more signally visited upon a nation and royal house than the
massacre of St. Bartholomew's day, when five hundred Protestants of rank,
and about ten thousand people, were killed in cold blood.
At eleven o'clock on that awful night, the assassins were at their post,
waiting for the fatal sound of the palace bell. The lighted torches in the
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windows gave the signal of alaI:m to the Protestants, but it was too late.
A white handkerchief round the left arm, and a white cross on the hat,
distinguished the murderers. The cry, "Death to the Huguenots," being
. raised, the slaughter began. The streets of Paris ran with blood, and,
when scarcely a Protestant remained alive within reach, the butchery
ended.
But God did not leave Himself without witness. When the intelligence
reached that heaven-endowed man, John Knox, he thundered frOll his
pulpit the vengeance of God against the king of France, by whose treachery, "the birds he had got into his net," as Charles the Ninth expressed
it, "so that none of the wicked race he had marked for destruction could
escape." John Knox, the faithful and dauntless prophet, who feared no
kingly frown, and courted no smile, told the French Ambassador, Lecro,
to tell his master, "that sentence was pronounced against him in Scotland,
and that the divine vengeance would never depart from him, or his house."
Solemn was the retribution to France of St. Bartholomew's day in the
history of the Bourbons; and John Knox, then on the brink of eternity,
saw these few weighty words, prophesied of dark days to that guilty house.
In the horrors of the French revolution; in the violent deaths of the king
and queen; in the miseries entailed upon their offspring; and, after feeble
and futile attempts to restore the dynasty, its final expulsion from the
throne-all put the seal of heaven. to the prophecy of the dying seer, and
asserted with solemn authority, " Vengeance is mine, I will repay, saith tlw
Lord."
But let us turn for a moment to the Gospel of peace and salvation,
which proclaims to God's elect this wondrous truth, that Christ, as the
sinner's Substitute, bore the wrath, curse, and penalty due to sin, that
His people might be blest, pardoned, justified, accepted, and saved; and
the blessedness of the Gospel revealed to the mind consists in this, "Their
sins and iniquities will I remember no more "-forgiven and forgotten by
the God against whom they were committed. Nor is this all. Not only
is sin removed, but righteousness is brought in-the righteousness of God
in Christ, which is "unto and upon all them that believe, being justified
freely by His grace, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus."

ONE.
IT seemed but a poor opportunity for usefulness when, on ascending the
pulpit, a minister found his congregation to consist of a solitary indiridual.
Such was the case on one occasion when Dr. Beecher, of Oincinnati, was
about to preach. The doctor once engaged to preach for a country minister,
on exchange; and the Sunday proved to be excessively stormy, cold,
and uncomfortable. It was midwinter, and the snow was piled in heaps
all along -the roads, so as to make the passage very difficult. Still the
minister urged his horse through the drifts till he reached the church, put
the animal into a shed, and went in. As yet, there was no person present;
and,after looking about, the old gentleman, then young, took his seat in
the pulpit. Soon the door opened, and a single individual walked up the
aisle, looked about, and took a seat. The hour came for commencing
service, but no more hearers. Whether to preach to such an audience or
not was now the question, and it was one that Lyman Beecher was not
long in deciding. He felt that he had a duty to perform, and he had no
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right to refuse to do it, because only one man could reap the benefit of it ;
and accordingly he went through all the services, praying, singing,
preaching, and pronouncing the benediction, with only one hearer; and,
when all was over, he hastened down from his desk to speak to his congregation, but he had departed. A circumstance so rare was referred to
occasionally; but twenty years after it was brought to the doctor's mind
quite strangely. Travelling somewhere in. Ohio, the doctor alighted from
the stage one day in a pleasant village, when a gentleman stepped up
and spoke to him familiarly, calling him by name. "I do not remember
you," said the doctor. "I suppose not," said the stranger; "but we
spent two hours alone in a house, in a storm." "I do not recall it, sir,"
said the old man; "pray when was it?" "Do you remember preaching,
twenty years ago, in such a place, to a single person?" "Yes, yes," said
the doctor, grasping his hand, "I do indeed! and, if you are the man, I
have been wishing to see you ever since." "I am the man, sir, and that
sermon saved my soul, made a minister of me, and yonder is my church.
The converts of that sermon, sir, are all over Ohio."

MORE LEAFLETS BY THE "OLD PILGRIM'S" WIDOW.
STRENGTHEN THE WEAK.

ARISE, thou feeble, trembling saint,
From weakness and dismay,
Thy fears are great, thy strength is
small,

And thorny is the way;
Though trials press, and fears arise,
Let not thine heart be faint,
Go to thy Father, tell him all,
And pour out thy complaint.

COMFORT FOR THE FAINT.

CHEER up, thou fearful, trembling
saint,
Oh, be not thus dismay'd!
What is the cause of thy complaint,
And why art thou afraid?
Thy heav'nly Father's wise decree
Has ordered all thy lot,
And, though thy pathway thorny be,
Thou never art forgot.

Let not thy wayward heart repine,
Unbosom all thy sorrows there,
Thou hast a Father's care;
Each anxious care confess,
He governs all by love divine,
And hears thy daily prayer.
For God, thy God, delights to hear,
And will thy griefs redress;
He measures out thy daily weight,
Oh, bless Him for that constant care,
Of sorrow and of pain;
That watchful eye of love,
And, though thy trials may be great,
Not one is sent in vain.
Which overrules each trial here,
To lead thy heart above:
Cheer up, then, trembling child of
God,
To raise thee from the dust of earth;
And doubt His love no more;
And from this passing scene,
Submissive bow, and kiss the rod,
And point thee onward to thy rest,
And praise Him evermore!
Without a veil between.
Oh, trust thy Father's love and power Each trial leaves the number less,
The last will shortly come;
To lead thee safely home,
And thou shalt reach th' promised
Where all is life and light and joy,
rest,
And thou no more shalt roam.
Thine everlasting home.

•• *' To be had, as a handbill, post-free of Mrs. Moens, 47, Bath Row, Birmingham.
6d. per dozen, or 3s. 6d per hundred.
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SPIRITUAL LIFE IN THE PRESENT DAY.
THERE is nothing so distinct, and yet at times so difficult to distinguish,
as spiritual life from spiritual death. Let us, however, not forget the
truth (and an awful reality it is) that all men by nature are dead with
respect to spiritual life and power. Popery and Arminianism have tried
(and in the prE?sent day are trying) their utmost to prove that man by his
own inherent power can accomplish any spiritual act whatsoever. We
need not, therefore, be surprised that natural and fleshly deeds are mistaken and substituted for spiritual and heavenly ones-our Lord's assertion that "that which is born of the flesh is flesh" J:>eing flatly denied, or,
by some spirit of casuistry, explained away.
The thoughts of man are lies;
The word of God is true;
To bow to that is to be wise;
Then hear, and fear, and do."
H

The age in which we live has doubtless greatly conduced to the fuller
development of this spirit of self-confidence. Remarkable indeed are
these days. Wondrous are the achievements of the human intellect.
Mind appears to be obtaining marvellous conquests over matter. Difficulties once considered insurmountable have vanished, through man's
indomitable energy and thought. The wonders of creation are being
continually unravelled, and the natural laws clearly explained.
Such being the case, we need scarcely wonder at this proud and
triumphant intellect refusing to submit as a little child, in order to be
taught by the word of God. Hence the thoughts and opinions of
patriarchs, prophets, fipostles, yea, the very Master Hinlself, ""ho spake
as nBver man spake," are boldly called in question. And this, bear in
mind, describes not only the acts of the "orld, from "hom indeed we
could not expect other conduct, but, alas. those of the professors of religion-the outward Church. These persons ignore the solemn assertion of
Paul, "The world by wisdom knew not God." If any people could have
discovered Him, doubtless the Greeks (the wisest of all people) "ould
have accomplished it. The conceited intellectualism of the present day
arises from what men would be the last to acknowledge or suspec ; viz.,
from unrenewed and unsanctified minds and hearts.
Whence, I would ask, has the professing Church obtained her intellectual panoply? Surely not from the devout study of the word of God!
Not from perusing the writings of holy men! No; but from secular
writers: persons of considerable but unsanctified intellectual po"ers. Men
that want to harmonize the Church with the world. Individuals striving
to make the religion of Christ palatable to the world, by remoring its
crosses, throwing down its wall of partition, and robbing it of its spirituality. Hence they wish to have a religion which will allow them to
select what parts of Scripture they please, and to reject or question all
those which are antagonistic to their unrenewed and carnal natures. Thus
"the Bible is arraigned at the bar of public opinion as a suspected
criminal." As well might a blind man attempt to describe the charm of
colour in the flower, or the varied and glorious tints- of the landscape, as
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for these carnal men to sit in judgment upon God's word, and attempt to
decide what is truth and what is not. "If the light which is in you be
darkness, how great is that darkness!"
" Thy word is everlasting truth;
How pure is every pa~e !
That holy book shall gUIde our youth,
And well support our age.
Let us now take a glance of spiritual life where it is possessed. Some
little time since the writer of these thoughts and reflections was conversing
with a clergyman who had been for nearly fifty years rector of a parish
in Derbyshire, when he remarked the awful and general neglect in the
present -day of the reading and study of God's word. "When I £rst
entered," he said, "upon my parochial duties, there were comparatively
few who could read the Bible; but," he added, "they who could, knew
far more of its contents than the many that now so partially and so seldom
peruse it." Verily, "there were giants in those days." Religion then had
great depth; now it is spread over a larger area, and the consequence is
that shallowness and a want of vitality are grievously apparent. Of how
few can it be said, "Their delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His
law do they meditate day and night."
"Lord, grant us all aright to learn
The wisdom it imparts;
And to its heavE-nly teaching turn,
With simple, childlike hearts."
But "e shall be told that the times are changed; literature, science, and
art are presenting such enchanting food to the minds of men, that they
have neither time nor inclination to partake of the old and precious truths.
We are resembling the Athenians of old, by ever desiring" to hear some
new thing." Devote, my reader, I would say to the child of God, more
time to the perusal and study of the word of God. Neglecting this source
of spiritual life and strength, need we wonder if we are compelled to cry
out, "My leanness, my leanness?"
As the possession of wealth tempts us to forget God, and cease to supplicate for our daily food, so in these days of mental abundance we are
greatly in danger of feeding our souls upon intellectual husks, rather than
seek that spiritual food which can alone satisfy and strengthen our
immortal natures.
" This spring with living waters flows,
And heavenly joy imparts;
Come, thirsty souls, your wants disclose,
And drink with thankful hearts."
The writer is aware that many will dispute his statements, and therefore
demur to his conclusions.
But he would ask those of his readers who have reached middle age, to
account for the great change which has come over the professing Church.
What is the state of our week-day services? Some, alas! miserably
attended, and others altogether dispensed with. How different to what it
was a few years ago! Then the means of grace were prized, and but
little difficulty was experienced in getting people together, even on weekdays, to hear the word, and to invoke the Lord's blessing. What congregations that dear man of God, the late WATTS WILKlNSON, used to draw
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from worldly avocations to obtain a draught of-living water to slake the
thirst caused by the heat of this dusty and noisy world of mammon!
Merchants left their counting-houses, stockbrokers the exchange, that
. they might rub off a little of the rust produced by worldly contamination.
And yet, if we are to believe this boastful and noisy age, when every
person almost professes to be desirous of the reformation of others rather
than himself, we never lived in such good and pious days as the present!
What, then, mean the complaints of long sermons? What the "eariness of God's public ordinances? Whence do these arise? Unhappily
the Ohurch overflows with empty professors, persons destitute of the grace
of God, "having a name to live while they are dead." They also "ho
have tasted that the Lord is gracious, are living so far from Him, realize
so little of His presence, take so little delight in the ordinances of His
house, are so mixed up with the world, that the result is they have no
hungerings and thirstings after righteousness as the Ohurch once did.
Where are they who can say with the Psalmist, "A day in Thy courts is
better than a thousand;" or exclaim with the poet"My soul, how lovely is the place
To which Thy God resorts;
'TiB heaven to see His smiling face,
Though in His earthly courts?"
Never was there a greater necessity for the heavenly caution, "Be watchful, and strengthen the things which are ready to die."
Then look at the state of the young. The most striking feature of
young persons in the present day is their utter disregard ann. contempt of
the wishes of their parents and elders. The fifth commandment is almost
ignored. The great Luther might well say human nature was like a
drunken man on horseback; prop him up on one side, and he immediately falls to the other. We at one time practise excessive severity, and
then we fall into the opposite extreme-the most foolish indulgence. We
have given up the reins, and need scarcely wonder that our children are
beyond our control. Has not your heaJ.1, my dear reader, bled at the
sights presented to your eyes upon the evening of a Lord's-day ? What
sounds have reached your ears! What conduct has met your eye. And
this, be it remembered, in the age of Sabbath-schools. Ho" true that
"the letter killeth, but that the Spirit [only] giveth life."
But time would fail to mention all the baneful characteristics of the
present age. It is fast becoming thoroughly sceptical and secular.
Material objects employ men's hearts and minds, to the almost exclusion
of the divine and eternal. Spirituality is fast declining. Our country
seems about to undergo a great spiritual eclipse. Gloomy indeed "ould
be the prospect, but for those great triumphs which the Redeemer is
obtaining in the .world at large. Witness those marvellous triumphs of
Protestant principles on the Oontinent; Austria, the backbone of Popery,
humbled to the dust by Protestant Prussia. And is not the Pope at this
present time trembling in his shoes for his future power an safety ?
Then, again, look at the United States, and behold the chain of the slave
snapped by the providence of Him "who worketh all things after the
counsel of His own will." Within the last few years what triumphs have
been obtained! Ohristianity has broken through the wall of heathen
Ohina. India has been found to be insecure unless instructed in the
religion of the Saviour.
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Thus, though the Almighty appears to be hiding His ~ace from guilty
Britain, He is accomplishing mighty purposes, and will aS~U1:edly be
more and more victorious. Let us, then, watch and pray, beh!!vmg that
He reigns.
" His purposes are ripening fast,
Unfolding every hour;
The bud may have a bitter taste,
But sweet will be the flower."

THE

~ORD'S

EVER-OONSTA.NT MINDFULNESS OF HIS
PEOPLE.
:BY THE REV. JAMES J. EASTMEAD.

" I have formed thee; thou Mt my servant: 0 Israel, thou shalt not be forgotten
of me. I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud,
thy sins: return unto me; for I have redeemed thee" - ISA. xliv. 21, 22.
WHAT a favour conferred upon Jacob was it when God appeared to him,
and said, "And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places
whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I will
not leave thee, until I have done that which I h/tve spoken to thee of"
(Gen. xxviii. 15). Jacob might be assured from that time, that the Lord
God of Israel would be better to him than all his fears. In his pilgrimage
he had much to try his faith; like all God's family of grace, he was much
exerc' ed; but the Lord's promise still remained; and what the God ~of
Israel promises, He is sme to perform. " The Strength of Israel will not
lie nor repent, for He is not a man that Re should repent" (1 Sam. xv.
29. ) Now, this is a truth most cheering to the people of God. Let a man
know by inward-felt experience that he has the signs and marks of God's
family of grace, and God promises to do in his experience what He promised
to do in the experience of J acob. Throughout the writings of the prophets God speaks of His people by the names of J acob and Israel. J acob
was the man's name in his nature-state, and Israel was the name given to
him in his grace-state. It was given when he wrestled with the angel;
for we read that the angel, who assumed the form of a man, said, "Let me
go, for the day breaketh. And he said, I will not let thee go, except thou
bless me. And he said unto him, What is thy name? And he said, J acob.
And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel [Prince
of God] : for as a prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast
prevailed" (Gen. xxxii. 26-28). In our text you will see that God calls
His people by the names of J acob and Israel, teaching us that God knoweth
them in their natme-state, as well as in their grace-state, as the objects
of His everlasting, unchangeable love. And, for their encouragement,
He says, "I have formed thee; thou art my servant: 0 Israel, thou shalt
not be forgotten of me. I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins: return unto me; for I have redeemed
thee~" These words I have said God addresses for the encouragement of
His people; and they often find themselves so placed, that they need such
encomagement to be brought home by the Spirit of God from time to time,
through the ministry of the word, to revive their drooping faith, and to
enable them to go on their way, still trusting in Him who, in the experience of His people, has ever proved Himself to be a covenant-keeping
God.
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I. The first thing God reminds His people of in the text is expressed by
the words, "I have formed thee." Looking upon God as the great Creator,
and man ~s His creature, these words may be taken in a um'versal sense;
'every creature that has breath was formed or created by God; but God is
addressing Himself in the text to His people of grace called by the name
Israel; and to each one of them He says, "I have formed thee." God has
a reason for forming a people for His own glory. The reason "hich He
has revealed to us in His word, is the good pleasure of His will;- and "e must
bear in mind that the Type according to which God forms them is the eternal
Son of God. "For," saith the inspired apostle, "whom He did forekno",
He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His on, that
He might be the Firstborn among many brethren" (Rom, viii. 29).
Now, here let me trace out, with the light which the Holy Ghost mU
graciously give me, the characteristics of this people of whom God ys,
"I have formed thee."
1. They are a new creation. This new creation-work is effected "hen
the Holy Ghost quickens in them a new life. The word of God tea{;hes
that man in his fallen state is corrupt and depraved; various forms of
Scripture are used to express this idea, but they all mean one and he
same thing in regard to human nature. For example, the Holy Ghos ,
in speaking of the condition of man in his ll{lture-state, says, ' And God
saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually" (Gen.
vi. 5). The Holy Ghost, by the prophet Isaiah, gives a description of
human nature in the following words, "The whole head is sick, and the
whole heart faint. From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is
no soundness in it; but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores" (Isa.
i. 5, 6). And the inspired Paul saith of human nature, that it is "dead in
trespasses and sins" (Eph. ii. 1). This is the state in which all men are
born, so that, in the case of His own people, God forms them a new cre~tion.
He brings into existence a new spiritual life, and then i is that a man
feels himself to be condemned, and under the curse of the la,,; "hereas
he was once blind to his own sinful, corrupt tate, 1101C he sees i ; "hereas he
was once not in the least concer'TWd about his spiritual state, rww he .- often
greatly troubled in his mind. These are signs in a man tha God has
formed him, as He forms all His people, viz., a new creation; and "e must
bear in mind that in forming a new creation, God does not destroy the old;
the old corrupt, depraved nature-state exists, as a body of sin and death,
and never becomes better, but is kept in subj ection, until it is put off by the
process of death, and the new-created man will be delivered from the
bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God; and
thus one characteristic of the people of whom God speaks in the en is
that they are a new creation-their spiritual life is a new life, created by
the Holy Ghost.
2. Another characteristic of the people of whom God speaks in the en
is, that they are formed to love. They have a principle of love implanted
in their heart, and this love is from time to time inflamed by incarnate,
bleeding, dying love. They are enabled to say, "We love Him, because
He first loved us." This love is a never-dying principle. It often becDmes
cold, but it never dies out. God says to every soul born of God, ' I ha,e
formed thee to love me," and every soul thus formed knows by experience
that it is not in man in his nature-state to love God; his heart is alienated
from God. "The carnal mind is enmity against God, for it is not subject
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to the law of God," &c. True, it is the duty of man to love God, as God's
rational creature placed under the law (covenant of works), but fallen man
can never fulfil this duty; it is the people of whom God says, "I have
formed thee," who are enabled to love God. They love God because He
has given them a heart to love, according to His covenant promise, " A
new heart will I give," &c. Not only are the people of God formed to love
God, but they are also formed to love one another, as the effect of a new
heart created in them. It is a sure sign that God has formed a man for
Himself, if he feels his heart drawn to the people of God simply because
they are His people. "By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples,
if ye have love one to another" (John xiii. 35). The true disciples of
Ohrist will feel their hearts drawn to one another simply because they are
all members of one mystical body, and all interested in one common Lord.
They have all His Spirit, and are all redeemed by one precious blood,
"which cleanseth from all sin."
3. And, then, another characteristic of the people of whom God speaks
in the text is, that they are formed to live upon Ohrist by faith. Man in
his nature-state does not live by faith, but by sight; he knows nothing of
that faith which lives on Ohrist-the unregenerate mind is an unbelieving
mind. But the people of God are formed to live by faith. All the blessings
of the Gospel which Ohrist secUl'ed to them they enjoy by faith. They are
saved during their time-state by faith-that is, faith is the eye through
which the Ohristian sees himself saved in Ohrist on the ground of His
sufferings and death. A sinner who lives a life of faith on the Son of God,
h - been formed by God to live such a life. The faith of such an one will
be catl) tried, but it will stand the test. He will be enabled to hold on
under the heaviest trials, as Reeing Him who is invisible, and he shall
come off more than a conqueror through Him that loved him.
4. And then another characteristic of the people of whom God speaks in
the text is, that they are formed to commune with Ohrist, and thus live in
the enjoyment of His presence. Oh, how delighted are souls born of God
to enjoy sweet communion and fellowship with Ohrist! They are then
enabled to say of Ohrist, by inward-felt experience, "Did not our heart
burn within us while He talked," &c. God has formed His people for the
special purpose of communing with Him. They are His temple in which
He dwells, to whom He unfolds His sacred purposes of grace, and reveals
Ohrist in His blood and righteousness.
5. And then another characteristic of the people spoken of in the text
is, that they are a people whose light shines before men. Their life is
con::;istent and upright; they cannot live in sin, though sin liveth in them;
they cannot take delight in sin, though often overcome by it: "For we are
His workmanship, created [formed] in Ohrist Jesus unto goud works,
which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them" (Eph. ii.
10). Such are some of the characteristics of the people of whom God says,
"I have formed thee." Blessed are we if we can trace out these characteristics in ourselves; we have indeed occasion to magnify the riches of
sovereign grace.
.
n. And then, fmther, God says of His people Israel, "Thou art my
servant." In a sense all men are God's servants, for even an ungodly
world, although they serve the god of this world, are, along with the
god of this world, the servants of God; yet it is in a special sense God
saith to spiritual Israel, "Thou art my servant." A servant is one who
serves. It supposes that" he doeth the will of Him whose servant he is."
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This is the case with every true disciple of Christ-he is the servant of the
Lord. And here let me observe in what sense the disciple of Christ is the
servant of the Lord.
1. He is the servant of the Lord, in the sense of doing the Lord's will.
And, when we speak of doing the Lord's will, we must distinguish between
the inward doing offaith, which is the Lord's working within, and the outward
doing in the life and actions~the two go together; the true disciple of
Christ is unable to do the Lord's will in himself; to do that, he must be
able to keep the whole law of God in its spiritual interpretation. But
Christ, the great Lawfulfiller, is the Doer of the law; He has done the Lord's
will for His people, and they, as united to Him and actuated by His pU'it,
do the Lord's will by the doing of faith. And then this doing of faith is
displayed by the doing whatever is right and pleasing to God in the outward life and character; so that the true disciples of Christ serve the Lord
both within and without; they are indeed obedient servants of the Lord;
and the secret of their obedience is the power of Divine grace drawing
their faith to Christ as the great Lawfulfiller, and then inclining their
hearts to walk even as He walked.
2. And then the disciple of Christ is the servant of the Lord, in the
sense of seeking to bring glory to the Lord; hence the exhortation addressed to believers is, "Whether ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do,
do all to the glory of God" (1 Cor. x. 31). There is a deal of seeking our
own glory; the most gracious man, if left to himself, would seek his own
glory, and not that of Christ. Human nature is bent upon serving itself,
but grace shall triumph over human nature. God, in His dealings with
His people, casts down human nature, and brings the carnal mind into
subjection, in order that they may do all things to the glory of Christ.
"Thou art my servant," saith God to every true believer, as He constrains him to glorify Christ, and to magnify the riches of His grace.
"Thou art my servant," intimating, Thou art not to serve thyself, not to
seek thine own glory; but thou art to serve me as thy Lord and :Master.
3. And then the disciple of Christ is the servant of the Lord, in the
sense that he is made to feel himself the Lord's. He is not his own, the
Lord has bought him for His service. From the time he tastes that the
Lord is gracious, God says, "Know ye not that your body is the temple of
the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not
your own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God ill your
body, and in your spirit, which are God's" (1 Cor. vi. 19,20). The illspired
apostle says to believers, "Ye serve the Lord Christ," and, living as they do
in a sinful body, influenced by the world, the flesh, and the deru, they
need to be reminded whom they serve. "Thou art my servant," saith
God, and therefore at liberty to serve only me. A virtue in tho e who are
servants is, that they are faithful; and this vu·tue the Lord s81;ures in His
people of grace. In themselves they are unfaithful, and, ifleft to themselves,
will forsake the service of Christ, and go into the world; bu he Lord
keeps His people faithful, and again and again He draws their hearts to
Himself, and causes them to serve Him with their affections, serve Him
with their thoughts, serve Him with their desires and feelings. " Thou
art my servant"-as though God said to His people, Thou shalt not serve
any other master; the devil, though he tempts, shall not enslave thee.
How important, therefore, to each one is the question, Whose servant
am I? Am I the Lord's servant, or am I the devil's ?
Ill. And then, in addressing His people, God saith, "0 Israel, thou
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shalt not be forgotten of me." Very often God's dealings with the
believer are such as to lead him to think that God has forgotten him,
though such a thought is from the carnal mind. The Lord cannot forget
Israel, that is, the people of His grace; they are His chosen, bloodbought inheritance, in whom He delights, and whom He has redeemed.
The Lord has assured us that sooner would the mother forget her own
infant child than He forget His people. "Behold," He says, "I have
graven thee upon the palms of my hands" (Isa. xlix. 16.) Now, several
reasons might be given why God saith in the text, "0 Israel, thou shalt
not be forgotten of me."
1. The Lord saith it because His dealings with Israel are often most
trying: from the beginning God has tried His people. How He tried
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob! How He tried Jeremiah and Job, and
Hezekiah and Asaph and David! All the family of the redeemed are a
tried family. This world of sin is the world in which God tries them.
God does not try them to see whether they have anything good in them.
He knows that they have nothing good in them, and are incapable of doing
any good of themselves. It is their faith which God tries, that is, He
places some heavy pressure upon their spirits, which is very painful to
bear, and, during the heavy pressure, grants them faith in a covenant God,
to enable them to bear it with submission. And, during that time, when
God tries their faith-when He wounds their spirit, and causes, them to
walk as under a dark cloud, then it is that He says, "0 Israel, thou shalt
not be forgotten of me." That was a most trying time for Joseph when,
after being sold by his brethren into Egypt, he was cast unjustly into
prison. During the time of his incarceration, he would many a time
think that he was forgotten of the Lord. But such was not the case, the
Lord verified in his experience the words, "0 Israel, thou shalt not be
forgotten ofme." And many a child of God is in a spiritual prison through
the wickedness of his carnal mind; while there, he feels his spirit shut up
and unable to come forth into the felt enjoyment of Christ. He sighs and
cries for deliverance, and often, when no help comes, he is led to think
that he is. forgotten of the Lord. All the family of God, more or less,
have their seasons when their faith is tried; but saith the Lord, "0
Israel, thou shalt not be forgotten of me "-intimating, You may be tried,
you may cherish unbelieving thoughts, you may write bitter things against
yourself, but" thou shalt not be forgotten of me i" nothing comes to you
without my sovereign will. I have my Shepherd's eye upon you, and
know how much you can bear.
2. Another reason why the Lord saith to His people, " 0 Israel, thou
shalt not be forgotten of me," is becanse in dealing with them He has
often to chastise them for their sins. It is a most blessed teaching of'
Scripture, that Christ bore all the punishment due to His people for their
sins, that He completely, and for ever, exempted them from the curse of
the'law. But this exemption relates to the eternal punishment due to
His people for their sin: God does not exempt them from the chastisement of sin in this life; He often chastises them in their consciences, and
makes them to smart severely, because of their sins. Depend upon it,
God does not countenance sin in His people, though they are not under
the law, but under grace; for every sin is made to pierce them through
with many sorrows; and yet while the Lord is chastising His child, He
saith, "0 Israel, thou shalt not be forgotten of me." Calling the believer
by the endearing name of "My son," God says, "Despise not thou the
chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of Him: for
Q
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whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He
receiveth" (Heb. xii. 5, 6). God chastens His people in this life; He brings
them all more or less through the fire of hell in this life, that is, the hell of
their own conscience; but better far to be brought through that fire in
this life than in the life which is to come. And, when passing till:ough that
fire, the Lord saith in His blood, as He applies it to the conscience with
felt sin-atoning power, "0 Israel, thou shalt not be forgotten of me."
3. And, then, another reason why the Lord saith, "0 Israel, thou shalt
not be forgotten of me," is because they are often brought to feel their need
of special help. Natural Israel, as a type of God's spiritual Israel, "\lere often
brought to feill their need ofhelp from the Lord. When that help "\las withheld on account of their rebellion, they were troubled, and became a prey to
their enemies. The believer is often brought to feel his own helplessness,
both in providence and in grace; for in providence his way is sometimes
hedged up, so that he can do nothin~ but wait until the Lord deliver
him; and in grace he is made to feel himself entirely dependent upon the
sovereign power of Christ for the healthy state of his soul.. He often "\lalks
in spiritual darkness; but saith the Lord, at such a time, "0 Israel, thou
shalt not be forgotten of me." Moreover, He saith, "My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness" (2 Cor.
xii. 9). And thus how full of meaning are the words, "0 Israel, thou
shalt not be forgotten of m·e." God forget His redeemed, blood-bought
people? Never! God loves them with a love equal to that which He has
for His own eternal Son; they are ever before Him, and their way, both
in providence and in grace, is not hid from Him. The words, "thou shalt
not," are well worthy of notice; they are the words of Him whose prOlnise
has never failed, and never can fail. The words lead the believer to see
that God not only does not forget him now at this present time of need,
but that He will not forget him at any future time; that He will always
bear him upon His heart, and never forget him.
IV. And then, to encourage Israel still farther, God says: "I have
blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, a~d, as a cloud, thy sins."
This is indeed a precious truth; that which mostly concerns a"\lakened
sinners is their transgressions. The confession of ilie people of God is
well expressed in the words of the prophet Isaiah, as the mouthpiece of
Israel: "For our transgressions are multiplied before Thee, and our sins
testify against us; for our transgressions are with us; and a for our
iniquities, we know them" (Isa. lix. 12). Verily do the people of God,
from the time they are made partakers of the high and heavenly calling,
know what it is to be troubled on account of their transgre sions. But
how sweet to the soul wearied and heavy laden with guilt, are the "\lords
of God, "I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a
cloud, thy sins." The word "transgressions" seems to refer to outward
sins actually committed, and the word "sins" seems to refer to sin of the
heart. The idea" blotted out as a thick cloud," leads our thoughts to the
firmament of heaven. vVhen the sky is clear during the day, we see
the sun shining upon the earth, shedding forth his radiant beams; and,
when the sky is clear during the night, we behold the moon "alking in
her brightness, and the stars glittering in the firmament like so many
sparkling diamonds. But the glorious appearance thus presented is quite
obliterated when a thick cloud is made to cover the "hole concave of
heaven. Now, just as the thick cloud blots out from the firmament, so far
as the eye of the beholder is concerned, the sun by day and the moon and
staI'S by night, so God says to His people, "I have blotted out, as a thick
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cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins." Mark, God says, "I
HAVE blotted out;" the past tense is used, carrying.us in thought back to
His eternal purpose expressed in the covenant of grace. That purpose was
actually accomplished in the great transaction on Oalvary, when Ohrist-as the great Substitute for sin-the great Sin-bearer, poured out His soul
in death, and endured the penalty of the law which the sinner has broken;
then it was when it pleased the Lord to bruise His orily-begotten Son, and
to put Him to grief; when" He who knew no sin, was made sin for us," then
it was that the Lord blotted out for ever, as a thick cloud, His people's
transgressi?ns, and, as a cloud, their sins. The actual blotting out is done,
and now God has the experimental blotting-out to do. How does He do
this? He does this when the Spirit of God reveals Jesus in His blood and
righteousness in the sinner's conscience. When He causes him to feel the
sin-pardoning efficacy of His blood, and to experience its cleansing power.
"I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy
sins," saith God, as He reveals Ohrist crucified in him, and speaks to him
in the Gospel: and what more can a poor sinner want? Let a poor sinner
have brought home with power these words which God addresses to His
people, and oh, how soul-comforting, how soul-cheering they are found
to be! Let me, as a poor guilty feelingly-condemned sinner, know that all
my transgressions are blotted out as a thick cloud, and all my sins as a
cloud, I have no need to fear. Do I think of death as the wages of sin?
Death to me will have no sting; it will be only a sleep, and that sleep in
the bosom of Ohrist. Now mark; in all this God makes known to
His people what HE has done for them; and this is the sum and substance
of the Gospel. What is the Gospel? Why, it is good news to poor sinstricken, sin-burdened souls-it is the good news of free sovereign grace.
V. And then God says, "Return unto me." The language supposes
that God's people have departed from Him in heaxt ; and this is no unusual
thing, they often depart from Him. The words of God, addressed to Israel
of old, are intended for God's spiritual Israel through all time. " Be
astonished, 0 ye heavens, at. this, and be horribly afraid, be ye very
desolate, saith the Lord. For my people have committed two evils; they
have forsaken me the Fountain of living waters, and hewed them out
cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water" (Jer. ii. 12, 13). But,
in dealing with them, God is ever saying, "Return unto me." To all His
people God says, "Ye were, as sheep, going astray, but are now returned
unto the Shepherd and Bisbop of your souls." And such an evil heart
has the believer in him-which is ever tempting him to wander from
God-that he needs' again and again the words of God addressed to him,
"Return unto me." The words are an expression of God's unchanging
love and His covenant faithfulness. God does not say to His people,
" Because you have wandered from me, and set your hearts upon other
things, and not upon me, therefore will I cease to love you." God does
not say, "Because you have acted an unfaithful part in not serving me
faithfully, I will put you out of the covenant of grace, and blot your name
out of the book of life eternal." No! the God of Israel does not say thus;
but, determined to love, determined to save, determined not to be disappointed
of the objects of His grace, He says, "Return unto me." And He says
this not orily in word, but with power. For, putting forth power in His
words as addressed to them from time to time, He draws their hearts to
Himself, and convinces them that the words of the Lord God of Israel are
not vain words. To every Ohristian wandering from God in his heart,
and looking to himself instead of looking to Ohrist, in whom he is comQ
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plete, God says; "Return unto me." And to whom can the poor
wandering sinner return but unto Christ? The words of Peter well
express the sentiment of his heart: "Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou
. hast the words of eternal life" (John vi. 68). There are blessed times
in the experience of every true believer; when, after wandering from God
in heart, he does return unto the Lord. Then it is he feels his heart glow
with fresh love to Christ; then it is that his faith is in active exercise,
and he feels melted down into tears of penitence and grief at the recollection of his. sins and follies. "Return unto me." It is the language of the
Shepherd to His wandering sheep, for whom He laid down His life. It
is the language of the Father to His prodigal Son, whom He is ready
to receive with all the affection of a Father's heart.
VI. And, then, the reason God gives for His people returning unto Him
is, "For I have redeemed thee." With what were they redeemed? The
inspired apostle says: "Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed
with corruptible things, as silver and gold .... but with the precious blood
of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot" (1 Peter i. 18, 19).
Christ claims His people on a threefold ground: first, they are His because
the Father gave them to Him; secondly, they are His because He redeemed them with His precious blood; and thirdly, they are His by conquest. Having overcome all their spiritual enemies, as the Head of
the Church, He is the mighty Conqueror. The reason which Christ gives
for all He says to His people, and for all. that He does for them and in
them by the working of His omnipotent Spirit, is expressed in the words,
"For I have redeemed thee." And that poor sinner whom Christ has
redeemed by His blood, He will never lose sight of. Most precious are
the words of Christ respecting His redeemed, blood-bought family, where
He says, "They shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of
my hand. My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no
man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand." Yes, poor sinner,
feeling thyself condemned and lost, Christ says, "I have redeemed thee."
Hear Him speaking to thee in the Gospel, inviting thee to come, and find
rest unto thy soul: and, when you have found that rest, and find yourself
wandering from Christ, Christ says, "Return unto me; for I have redeemed thee;" and thus Christ will never be dis'appointed of one of His
own: He stands engaged to bring them all in triumph to glory.
A FEW REMARKS BY A CHURCH HOME MISSIONARY.
IT will be admitted by competent judges, that few movements, originated
in connexion with the Church of England, are more eminently calculated,
with the divine blessing, to promote her spiritual efficiency than the
Church Home Mission. Having recently spent a week in this most
blessed work, it seemed to me that it might not be unprofitable to give
some little account of my proceedings. On the Monday in the mission
week, I arrived at the hospitable house of the deservedly-respected Rector
of Lympsham. I had known him for many years, and we were both
pleased to have an opportunity of renewing our acquaintance, for as "Iron
sharpeneth iron; so a man sharpeneth the countenance of his friend." It
was also a source of gratitude to " the Father of mercies" to meet with a
brother who, in these days of spiritual peril, is preserved sound in the
faith, and who is not ashamed boldly to proclaim the" unsearchable riches
of the grace of Christ." Here I opened my commission on the words,
." Partakers of the heavenly calling." I was led to show that this calling
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was heavenly because in came from heaven in God's predestinating grace,
that it was heavenly in its nature, the believer's calling being to holiness,
and that it leads to heaven because the golden chain connects the believer
with the electing love of God on the one hand, and with the consu=ation
of his bliss in eternal glory on the other. The congregation was attentive,
and seemed to appreciate the truth. On the next day, I proceeded to
Compton Bishop, a retired spot, but pleasant in the summer, where I
received kind attention. The congregation was good, although I believe
several had to come from a distance. It is very encouraging, in these missionary towns, to see how some will deny themselves, and take pains to go
to hear the 'Gospel of peace. Here I called the attention of the congregation to the subject of salvation, and showed them that it was a deliverance
from the guilt of sin by the .blood and righteousness of Christ; from the
power of sin by the Spirit of Christ; and that it was a free salvation, bestowed without money and without price. I pointed out the greatness of
this salvation, and the corresponding greatness of the sin of neglecting it.
On the following day I reached the village of Blackford. Here I met with
the son of a very old friend, the former Vicar of Bedminster, &c. The
little church here was well attended, and the attention of the congregation
seemed to be arrested while I was speaking on that precious subject, the
righteousness of Ohrist. I showed how it exalts its possessor above the
curse of the law, the designs of Satan, the sting and power of death, and that,
finally, it will exalt him to reign with Ohrist for ever. On the next day,
I had to address a small company of hearers, in a schoolroom in the parish
of Wedmore, and thence proceeded to the vicarage. Having partaken of
its hospitality, we assembled in the fine old parish church at the appointed
hour. The salvation which is in Christ was again the important theme,
and seemed to carry away a solemn impression, which I pray may be
followed by genuine conversions unto God. On the afternoon of the last
day, Friday, I addressed a few persons in the Baptist schoolroom, at
Crickham, and then safely reached the little town ofAxbridge. Here the
home missionary was generously entertained by the proprietor of the
principal inn, who seems to take an interest in the Mission. It is of the
greatest moment that the Mission should be continued here, as it receives
no countenance but from several of the inhabitants, who value the high
privilege of hearing the glad tidings of peace, and anticipate with pleasure
the visits of the missionaries. Thus closad my missionary week; the
results are with Him who alone can give the increase. If only one
should have been led by the Spirit to the saving knowledge of Jesus, or
one dear child of God have been cheered in his Zionward course, my
labours will have received an ample recompense, and all the glory shall
be given to the triune Jehovah.
J. B.>\'
ISRAEL'S RESTORER.
BEING A FE\V REMARKS UPON THE "FALLING AWAY," AND "RENEWING
Ai:JAIN UNTO REPENTANCE," SPOKEN OF IN HEBREWS VI.

THAT which is called repentance under the Gospel was signified by the
act of confession under the law; and each theocratic form of Church polity
had its own special and peculiar means of restoration. Now, no one knew
better what were the requirements of Moses under the old covenant, and
• It is somewhat remarkable that this unknown brother should have so gone over the
same ground as that spoken of by ourselves in our last number, and in the April n~!l1J?~.r-~f
" Old Jonathan."-ED.
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of Christ under the new, than he who lived under both tbese dispensations.
And thus the apostle Paul; who was a Hebrew by birtb, and, being brought
up at the feet of Gamaliel, "profited in the Jews' religion above many,"
'both thought and taught at this time "according to the perfect manner
of the law of his fathers." But, when" called by grace," and, as he says,
"It pleased God to reveal His Son in me," immediately he conferred not
with the" flesh and blood" principles of the law; but, leaving these things
(of Moses) which he now considered" behind," he pressed forward to those
things (of Christ) which he saw were" before." Indeed, so persuaded was
he that the" law" which" ca;rne by Moses" was superseded by the" grace
and truth" which came by Jesus Christ, that he went about everywhere
preaching the faith which once he destroyed. Moreover, having received
" grace and apostleship," for the express purpose of preaching repentance
towards God, by " OBEDIENOE TO THE FAITH" (of Christ), among all nations
for His name, he was as strenuous for submission to the "righteousness
of God," by faith in the Gospel, as he had been zealous for subjection to
the" righteousness of the law," as hitherto he had taught was by" works."
For, since the Levitical customs were now "changed," and the "time of
reformation" had come, Paul well knew that the "God of glory" could
only be glorified, as the Gospel of His Son Jesus Christ had its "free"grace-" course" among the people.
Added also to his being thus made -an "able minister of the new
testament," he became, by being so well instructed into the mysteries of
the kingdom of God, "a scribe" unto the Churches, whose letters were alike
both "weighty and powerful." Thus, ever bearing his one uniform
testimony, he wrote unto the Galatians, "Stand fast therefore in the liberty
wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again in the
yoke of bondage." To the Ephesians he said, "Be ye therefore followers
of God" (not of Moses), "as dear children" (begotten through the Gospel
of Christ), "and see that ye walk ciJ:cumspectly, not as fools" (or natural
men), "but as wise" (or spiritual).
And so in all his epistles to the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus; but
especially when addressing his own brethren and kinsmen, according to
the flesh. To these he writes his long, comprehensive, and most blessed
letter, called' his "Epistle to the Hebrews." And these he addresses,
first, in their national and original character and position, as those unto
whom pertained, "the adoption" (unto Moses), "and the glory" (or 8hekinah), "and the covenants" (of circumcision and of works), and" the giving
of the law" (upon Mount Sinai), and" the service of God" (in the sanctuary),
and the promises" (made unto their fathers), &c.; and, secondly, in thei.r
grace-standing in Ohrist Jesus, as being1. "Once enlightened," that is, illuminated by the Spirit of God.-And
that these Hebrew children had been so illuminated, is evident by their
having (as a consequence and proof thereof) "endured a great fight of
afflictions" (chap. x. 32). The expression, "once enlightened," is synonymous with "once purged from sins;" and this is effected by the
"washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost." To be
"once enlightened," then, with the light of life, implies being "born
again" by the" quickening Spirit" of.God.
2. And have" tasted of the heavenly gift."-The essential Gift of God
from heaven is CHRIST HIMSELF; but the "gift of God" is also said to
be "eternal life." And it is only those who possess in their hearts this
gracious and precious" flreasure," of whom it may be said,- They have
"tasted of the hea.venly gift."
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3. And been" made partakers of the Holy GhoBt."-This at once defines
the new-covenant position of these Hebrew children of God. To be a
"partaker of the Holy Ghost," is to participate in the holiness of God
(chap xii. 10), and thus to possess the Spirit's Witness within our hearts.
And what the apostle said the Holy Ghost bore special ·testimony unto
these redeemed Hebrews was, their sanctification and perfection by the
"one offering of the body of Jesus Christ" (chap. x. 14, 15). Surely the
apostle was not wrong, then, when he spake of these enlightened possessors
of this" heavenly gift," as being partakers of the divine nature, both of
Christ (chap. iii. 4) and of the Holy Ghost (chap. vi. 4).
4. And have" tasted the good Wor'd of God."-Christin His sacred person
is the good " Word" of God, whose" flesh" is" meat indeed," and whose
"blood" is "drink indeed." Of Him alone, then, can it be said to every
soul that is hungering for the bread of life, "Eat ye that which is GOOD,
and let your soul delight itself in fatness." Christ is the" good Word of
God" that" gladdeneth the heart of man."
5. And "the powers of the world to come."-To the enlightened partakers
of the Holy Ghost who live by faith in Jesus Christ, eternity has already
begun; and, having" passed from death unto life," they never pass back
again from life unto death; but are sustained by the promise of God, which
embraceth not only the past and present, but the" powers of the world to
come." "For if in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all
men most miserable." But hope anchors where faith enters, and that is
" within the veil, whither the Forerunner had for these Hebrews entered.
Now, "unto the angels," Paul said, "God hath not put in subjection
the wor·ld to come" (chap. ii. 5). But the "saints shall take the kingdom," and, by faith in the promise of eternal inheritance, have a foretaste
of its everlasting powers.
Such, then, were the characters who, like Paul himself, were the" true
circumcision," who once had confidence in a religion of the flesh; but now
by gr:ace worshipped God" in spirit and in truth." And to these he wrote
more fully about the laws and ordinances of the old Jewish sanctuary than
to any other people; showing how all the Mosaic ceremonials served, for
the time then present, as examples and shadows of heavenly things; also
what the Holy Ghost signified by these patterns and figures; then, passing
from the dying priesthood of Aaron to the ever-abiding priesthood of
Christ (who, the apostle says, has now" passed into the heavens" "with
His own blood," and as the" Captain of our salvation" made a "perfect
Captain," through sufferings), Paul next speaks of Jesus as becoming the
"Mediator of a better testament," and as having" taken away the first"
(or old covenant), "that He might establish the second" (or new), thus
showing how the" ministration of righteousness" preached in the Gospel
exceeded in glory the ministration of condemnation proclaimed by the
law; so passing on from the literal to the spiritual, from the now-shaken
things ofthe old earth and heavens, to those things which remain unshaken
belonging to a kingdom" which cannot be moved" (chap. xii. 28).
"Wherefore," saith the apostle Paul to these Hebrews, "let us have
grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably," not w,ith " sacrifices and
offerings" which God "would not" regard; but "with reverence and
godly fear." And again, taking advantage of the transgressions and disobedience of the children of Israel under the first testament, for which
they were overthrown in the wilderness, he says, "Let us labour therefore to enter into rest, lest any man fall after the same manner of unbelief;
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implying the possibility of the children of God falling away from their
~tedfastness, both in grace and faith; but by no means inferring that such
may "fall into the condemnation of the devil," or "draw back" unto the
perdition of ungodly men." No, the apostle had not so learned Christ.
Therefore, when Paul says, "For it is impossible for those who were
once enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift . .. if they shall fall away,
to renew them again unto repentance," g-c., he is neither supposing the impossibility of a believer "falling away" from the truth and faith, by
word or deed, which would have been against the Scriptures and the witness' of his own heart: or the possibility of such a believer falling into
hell, which would have been against the testimony,. promise, and faithfulness of God; but he is speaking of. the impossibility of the ,e once-enlightened" believers under the new testament dispensation, being" renewed
again" upon the legal principles of the old! As we said at the onset,
each particular covenant had its own peculiar method of dealing with its
subjects. The Jews, who were under the law, were judged by the law; the
Gentiles and Jewish converts, who were" redeemed from the law," were
no longer under law, but under grace. They were "not without law to
God," but it was" under the law to Christ." Therefore the apostle, who
had before exhorted these believing Hebrews to be " looking unto Jesus,"
the" Author and Finisher of their faith," now counsels them no longer to
exercise themselves in things which have" not profited them who have been
occwpied therewith," but to "consider," in all His bearings, teachings,
offerings, gifts, and new-covenant testimonies, the great "Apostle and
High Priest of their profession, Christ Jesus" (chap. iii. 1).
And it was under the influence of this Gospel spirit, with the
earnest desire that these children of God should "walk in the truth"
(for only so could they" walk worthy of the vocation wherewith they
were called "), that the apostle Paul said to these Hebrews, "Tlterefore, leaving the principles of the doct1'ine qf Christ," which were undoubtedly embodied in the law, "let us go on ~~rdo pe1fection," or to
Ohrist, the perfect One; or it may mean unto the perfect law of faith in
Ohrist as propounded by the Gospel, where perfection alone was to be
found. Well did the apostle know, as he also said, that" the law made
nothing perfect," but that "the bringing in of a better hope d·id;" and it
was by reason of this "hope," called a "better hope," because it was
established upon" better promises," and also a "lively hope," because
it sprang from, was sustained by, and centred in a living God, that the
apostle became so desirous these Hebrews should no longer use "m1'lk,"
denoting "first principles," or the mere "principles of the doctrine of
Ohrist," but" strong meat," or essentially fundamental ones, as found in
the Gospel of Christ, where all those principles of doctrine culminate.
And lest any mistake should arise as to what these legal and ceremonial
rudiments of the schoolmaster contained in the law of Moses were, the
apostle specifies them thus:1. "Of faith toward God."-Now, he that cometh to God, as each true
Israelite daily did, must believe that He is God. And this was the faith
of all the Jews; they believed in the one true and only proper God; their
devotion was concentrated in the Elohim, which is the" abstract expression for absolute Deity." And it was the glory of God to conceal that holy
Thing which should be born of the Virgin, until the fulness of time, when
the "mystery of godliness," "God manifest in the flesh" (of Christ),
should make it known. Then all men were commanded to "honour THE
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SON, even a.s they honour THE FATHER." But until then the Jewish
nation were" shut up unto the faith" (of Christ) which should thus be
afterwards revealed. Nor was it until the "Lo, I come" did come, that
the Hebrews' "faith towOIrd God" was designed of the Holy Ghost to
break forth on the right hand in the divine and sacred person of Ohrist,
and on the left in His sacrificial atoning work. Therefore said Jesus unto
His discipIes (who were Jews), "Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe
in God, believe also in ME." The scribes and Pharisees said, "There is
one God, and there is none other i" but the test of true discipleship then
was, and now is, "Dost thou believe on the SON OF GOD?" Thus" faith
towOIrd God," where there is a denial of the Lord Jesus Ohrist lwhich was
rampant in the apostle's day, and constitutes the lifeless state of the Jewish
people to the present moment) may justly be called a " dead" faith.
2. And" of the doctrine of baptisms," or divers washings; and which
daily ablutions, like the" meats and drinks," were now numbered among
the "carnal ordinances" of the law.-The doctrine of baptism as held by
the Jews, who at the same time rejected Ohrist's atoning baptism in blood
and suffering, also the washing of regeneration and renewing of the
Holy Ghost in His regenerated people, may also be said to be a dead
doctrine.
3. And of "laying on of hands," as was customary with the priests
and Levites when they offered up sacrificfls for the people. Now the laying on of hands in such a penitential manner, after God had said, "I will
have mercy and not sacrifice," is a " dead" confess·ion.
4. And" of the resurrection of the dead."-Here, let us observe, -tn~~
is a distinction made, and therefore to be observed in the Scriptures ~~
truth, between the Jewish belief in a resurrection of th.e dead, and of the
~__
New Testament hope in the resurrection OF OHRIST from the dead. That
the Jews did believe in the "resurrection of the dead," apart from faith
in the resurrection of Clwist, is evident from what Martha said, concerning
her brother Lazarus, unto Jesus thus: "I know that he shall rise again
in the resurrection at the last day." Nor was she at all aware of what
our Lord meant when He said, "Thy brother shall rise again," until Jesus
added, by way of interpretation, "I AM THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE."
We have also another proof of this fact, arising from what Paul said when
brought before Felix for preaching" Jesus and the resurrection." Thus,
when accused by Tertullus, who was employed on behalf of the Jews, Paul
said, concerning their belief in the resurrection of the dead, " Which they
themselves also allow" (Acts xxiv. 1.5). But the holding of this belief
whilst denying the resurrection of Ohrist, is what Paul in his Epistle to the
Oorinthians called a " vain faith," and in our text, a "dead" work.
5. And" of eternal judgment."-Law and judgment also belonged to
Old Testament teaching. Aaron with his breastplate represented both.
Indeed the mount which burned unto blackness, and darkness, and
tempest, especially taught this solemn truth. But, since at the appearing
of Ohrist, it was revealed that" all judgment was committed unto the Son
of God," faith looks to the mediatorship of Jesus, in coming before" God
the Judge of all" (chap. xii. 23). The powers of the world to come, with all
that belongs to it, is put in subjection to the rule and authority of Ohrist j
therefore to believe in "eternal judgment," whilst rejecting Him who is
crowned with glory and honour, and before whose judgment-seat all must
hereafter come, is a " dead" belief indeed.
Now, besides, these reasons for considering the" principles ofthe doctrine of
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Christ" contained in the law, m"y, in their belief and practice, be called
"dead works," they are also to be accounted" dead" in the same sense
as the" sanctuary," which, though representing the body of Christ, was
. termed" worldly ;" and the ordinances of divine service, which prefigmed
the work of Christ, were called "carnal" (chap. ix. 1). Indeed, the
life of Christ had stamped death upon all that had gone before; and
the living things of grace had made legal things unlawful. In that
God saith, "A new covenant," He hath made the first old; and who can
serve God in the" oldness of the letter," when He hath necessitated all true
worship to be rendered in "newness of spirit? " Nevertheless, says Paul,
" these things 'will we do if God permit ;" but he was fully persuaded that
God, in His Gospel, did not permit their use and observance as they were
held and practised under the law. Therefore he saith in substance, Let
us leave the principles of the doctrine of Christ, to which we have become
" dead" thllough the death of Christ, and" go on unto the pe?fection" which
is alone to be found in His LIFE AND RIGHTEOUSNESS. Not laying again
the foundation of repentance, from the dead works of a faulty, worn-out
covenant, but, as it was the "goodness of God" that first led us to ?'epentance,
so let any who may "fall away," or backslide, or be "overtakm in a fault,"
seek renewal by the grace of God; for it is impossible for those who were
" once enlightened" to be restored in any other way than by the "prayer
of faith," which saves the sin-sick soul; which faith, being in the blood
of the new testament which God hath now enjoined unto His people, is
alone effectual to raise up the fallen, and heal the afflicted (James v. 15).
And, that these Hebrews had been thus" once enlightened," is evident, or
~he apostle would not have spoken of their being" renewed again." The
"R.estorer of paths to dwell in," is ISRAEL'S SAVIOUR, JESUS; and all renewings
of the" inward man" is by the quickening of the Holy Ghost. The" answer
of a good conscience towards God" cometh not by a figurative baptism,
but by the accomplished baptism of our Lord Jesus Christ, "hich "doth
now save." Paul was so established in the blessedness of these Gospel
truths, that he would not lay again the foundation of repentance, or any
other spiritual act or exercise, upon works which were "dead" through
the death of Christ; or upon principles of doctrine, "that were swallowed
up in His victory." To turn from grace to works, would be going back
again from Christ to Moses, and thus, having begun in the Spirit, to end in
the flesh. Therefore the apostle Paul would not have these children in the
faith, if they should "fall away," to lay the dead works or doctrinal
principles of the law, as a foundation for their renewal to repentance unto
life; for, for all such as have been "once enlightened," and so "renewed in
the spirit of their minds," to seek perfection by the flesh of sacrificial things,
or restoration when fallen, by tmning again to the" weak and beggarly
elements" of the old and ended covenant, and thus to put themselves
under the law of works, to the rejection of the" righteousness of God,
which is by faith in Christ Jesus," is verily, as the apostle saith, to " crucify
to themselves the Son of God afresh"-that. is, they act as if they created a
fresh necessity for the Son of God to suffer; and this virtual denial of His
having come in the flesh, "puts Him to open shame," which was the great
reproach of the unbelieving Jews of old, and is the bane of these brokenoff, blinded people to this day.
But to these "illuminated" Hebrews who had proved the reality and
sincerity of their attachment to the Lord Jesus Christ, by endming a
"'greatcfight of afflictions" for His name, the apostle said, ".But,.beloved,

C

April 1, 1867.J

THE

GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

203

we are persuaded better things of you." And what things were these but,
as Paul further says, "And things that accompany salvation?" Ah, this is
the key that unlocks the whole subject. The" things that accompany
salvation" are grace things, Gospel things, "things of the Spirit," " the
things which are Jesus Christ's;'" yea, all those new-covenant things of
God that minister to the necessities of His tried and tempted people. These the" RESTORER OF ISRAEL" employs to renew His fallen unto re-pentance, even the living things of grace, and not the dead things of law; for;
"If we sin wilfully," says Paul, "after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins." No,
certainly not-; for all sacrifice for sin hath ended with the offering up of
the body of Jesus" once f01' all;" and, therefore, the " all manner of sin"
comlnitted by all manner of sinners must be met, and cancelled, by the
" blood of sprinkling," ere there can be any renewal of strength to the soul.
And, until such an erring, fallen one, regains his position of peace by the
gTeat, "R1ISTOKER oj an spir'ituat tije, tnere will be felt within, that "certain
fearful looking-for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour
the adversaries."
But finally saith the apostle, whose fruitful mind drew lessons of
instruction from nature to illustrate things in grace, "For as the earth
which drinketh in the rain that cometh oft upon it, and receiveth blessing
from God," &c., so we may say of the rebellious and backsliding, brought
to dwell in a dry and barren place, but who are nevertheless thirsting for
the refreshing dew of God's Spirit and grace; when Jesus restoreth the
joys of His great salvation to their souls, they truly receive the needed
blcssing from God, whilst such an apostate, as was Judas, who" beareth"
nothing but the" thorns and briers" of sin, "is nigh unto" the law's
"cursing," whose end is therefore the judgment of everlasting burning.But from such eternal sinking, the Lord preserveth the feet of His saints.
Chelmsford.
J OSIAH.

£)ermons anh Jntes of £)enltolts.
NOTES OF A SERMON
PREAOHED ON THE FIRST SABBATH OF 1867, IN OAMBERWELL
OHAPEL, LONDON, BY THE REV. W. P. TInDY.

NEW

ROAD

" Being confident of this very thing, that He which hath be.gun a good work in
you will perform it until the day of Jesus Cln·ist."-PHIL. i. 6.
ITis1. A good thing to be confident-it gives strength, assurance, and
courage.
2. Especially good when we can be confident of the" very thing" we
desire; -however distant its possession, it is patiently waited for and diligently worked for.
3. Better still when we are confident on good grounds; best of all when
on infallible authority. Many persons are not so ; their confidence is built.
on the quicksand-mere imagination.
4,. "Being confident," is:a good motto for the first Sabbath morning
of a new year, and a profitable subject of meditation.
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5. Being confident that this year will be prosperous in business j that I
shall have perfect and uninterrupted health j attain my most sanguine
hopes; possess my most cherished desires. Who would not feel with this
confidence, that it is a " Happy New Year?"
6. "Confident" in these matters is utterly impossible, as all will at
once acknowledge. We have no revelation from God on the subject. We
may dream of "being confident," but the dream is not certain, and the
interpretation thereof is not sure. (Prov. xxvii. 1.)
7. We know not what reverses are awaiting us in business, or 'What
prosperity God is preparing for us, what worm may be sleeping, just ready
to burst its case, and to come forth to grub on our health, and to dig for
us our grave; or what blight is coming towards us, to wither the object
of our affections. We cannot be confident of either adversity or prosperity;
sickness or health; life or death. Doubtless God could tell us, and then
we should be wise, and do right, to be confident; but, without such a revelation, we dare not be "confident."
8. Is there nothing in the world about which we may be confident?
Yes; one thing-a good thing-that" very thing" about which we may
be confident-" That He which hath begun a good work will perform it."
I am glad Paul was confident, because, as he was, so may I be; for the
same reasons; on the samo authority; with the same safety. The believer may be infallibly certain of "this very thing," "that He who hath
begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ."
I am glad Paul has sent us this message, for he heard it from God's own
mouth. Had he been with Christ, he' would not have needed this new
revelation of this old truth. Christ had already said, "None shall pluck
them out of my hands." He was not there, and the Holy Spirit revealed
this doctrine to him, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses the thing
might be established.
9. It is a mercy that we need not be uncertain about the one thing
needful, the most precious thing that God can give. All things else are,
comparatively, of no value; and it is these about which we dare not be
confident.
THERE ARE FOUR THINGS AJ30UT WHICH PAUL WAS CO),7IDE.-,T;-

I. That it was a good work which had been begun in the Philippians.
That it was God's own work.
HI. That the work was begun in them.
IV. That God would perfect it.
I. The work begun was a good work.-There has been much discussion
as to what work is meant; but verse 5, I think, settles the point. It was
for their "fellowship in the Gospel" that Paul always thanked God.
1. Is it a good work to give food to the perishing from hunger, drink to
the thirsty, eyes to the blind, ears to the deaf, tongue to the dumb?
2. To make a diseased body whole, to make sound that loathsome leper,
to make sober, for ever, that drunkard mad with delirium tremens, to make
innocent, pure, and chaste, that wretched, depraved, and degraded
Magdalene, to make that unhappy and miserable thief, honest, rich, and
happy?
3. To erect a bulwark around that hitherto honest young man, so that
no "roaring lion" shall destroy him j another around that virtuous girl,
that no seductions or ch:arms shall tempt her to stray from the paths of
innocency?
4.. To render you back the object of your affections, whom death has
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just stricken down? To venture life in that frail boat, in order to rescue
yonder crew from perishing in the storm? God's work does infinitely
. more. It is for the body, for this life, the former cares; God's work cares
both for body and soul, for this life and that which is to come.
(1) The dead in trespasses and sins are quickened, and made alive
eternally.
(2) The soul is rescued from the storm and tempest which will shipwreck
a world.
(3) It will heal all the diseases of the mind, give eyes and ears to the
soul, purify the thoughts, the affections, the conscience, and the spirit,
and make the man a new creature in Ohrist Jesus (1 Oor. vi. 9-11;
Eph. i. 1, 6). Is not this a good work?
(4) The foundation of a new constitution and character is laid. Man is
depraved by nature; God's good work makes him a new creature-sin had
once sole dominion; now he is under grace. The best of men is only a
spoiled potsherd, naturally; God makes him a vessel of mercy fit for the
Master's use. He was once sensual, now he is spiritual.
5. It is the only qualification for rightly fulfilling the duties of life.
(1) No man can be discharged from this responsibility; but no man can
fulfil the duties of his station aright, who is not a Ohristian. Let him fulfil
all the duties of the second table, keeping" all these from his youth up,"
yet, if he loves not God with all his heart, obeys Him not, glorifies Him
not in his body, spirit, and talents, he is a debtor to the whole law, and,
sinning in one point, he comes under the whole curse.
(2) The Christian has a Guide, Counsellor, and Light; the worldly-minded
man walks in darkness, and can but stumble. The believer walks in light,
discerns the stumbling-block, and avoids it; or, if he fall, rises and
turns aside.
6. It is glory in the bud. God has been sowing in the heart the
seed of eternal life: He ploughed up the heart; it was perhaps sharp
work, but the good seed took toot, divine root. The sap, therefore, is divine;
it has grown up; it buds now; it will blossom and bear fruit in a rich and
heavenly harvest. If it be a good thing always to walk in the light, to be
always guided and led by an unerring Hand, to be upheld by almighty
power, to enjoy pardon and peace here, and bliss hereafter, to escape the
bondage of sin and power of the devil here, and hell throughout eternity,
to be useful here and to enjoy eternal life hereafter, to be for ever with
the glorified and the good, the loving and the loved ones, to be like
Christ, and be for ever with Him-then it is a llood work which God has
begun in every converted soul. Of" this very thing" Paul '\Ias confident;
who can or will gainsay him?
H. That it was God's own work.-Few will dispute this; man could not
do it if he would, Satan would not if he could.
1. None but God knows what is in man; therefore He only can influence
the heart, and turn it into right paths, and give it right affections and
correct judgment.
2. None can give life but God.
3. None can pardon sin but God.
HI. That the good work was begun.-" By their fruits," &c. (Matt. vii.
17, 18).
1. He saw good fruit,. he judged, he was confident, that the tree was
good (see verses 7, 19, 26, 27).
(1) Right feelings in their hearts.
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(2) Right principles in their consciences.
(3) Right actions in their conduct.
Religion is vain without these. We, too, may be confident of this very
thing, that if God has bq/un the work in us, we shall bring forth the fruit-s
of righteousness, and walk in the light.
2. Re sa.w tn.at it WM, G(\9'\l,'l\.-",,~t "5~t n.""\'i!>"h~~. E.~llC~ ms ~xbl)"rtatlDns;
he did not expect to see the perfection of the good work; he knew that
the good seed must grow up (Mark iv. 28, 32). "First the blade, then the
ear, after that the full corn in the ear. It is like a grain of mustard
seed," &c.
IV. That God will perfect the good work which He begins.
1. We learn that God's word grows in the soul. Knowledge, faith,
experience grow; many harvests reaped here, before transplanted to the
garden in glory.
Useless is the discussion as to progressive sanctification; strife about
words. Satan stands by, and laughs whilst saints quarrel about words.
The seed is divine·-it cannot be made more holy in its nature, but the
seed is before the corn, the tree before the fruit, the disciple before the
teacher, the babe before the man. Paul was confident they would grolOthe work would be perfected.
2. God's pet'sonal work on every converted soul.
. .(1) He will perfect it-finish it. He began the work, and does not leave
it till He has finished it. Thus we are spared and continued in different
spheres of usefulness.
- (i.) 'fhis was taught by Ohrist: «But even the very hairs of your head
are all numbered" (Luke xii. 7).
(ii.) His providenoes are accomplishing or perfecting this work; look at
them in this light, they will give you great confidence in their end, the
object they have in view.
(iii.) His word is a guide, counsellor, reprover, comforter. The Spirit
employs all as Ris tools, and this proves the "ork to be divine.
3. God's faithfulness secures this perfection of the good work.
(1) It is His willio give us Ris kingdom; we cannot inherit it unless
we are, born again and endure ~tnto the end.
(2) His purposes of love cannot be frustrated. He will continue to work
in His people; their security is in God's fidelity to His word and oath.
The unsanctified may presume on this doctrine, the hypocrite, the ador,
may abuse it, but the Ohristian will rejoice in it.
4. God shall at last make the perfection manifest.
(1) When He claims His work, and calls for the fruit.
(2) When Ohrist shall come the second time, without sin, unto salvation.
Tbis New Year's Sabbath morn is the token and pledge of that eternal
Sabbath morning-that Sabbath, the keeping of which·« remaineth for the
people of God."
SINCE God wanted not wisdom to frame His decrees, nor holiness to
regulate them, nor power to effect them, what should make bim change
them?
I AM signifies God's etei·nity. That-or the same that I AM-His
immutability. God is said to repent when He changes the disposition of
.affairs without Himself, as men, when they repent, after the course of
their actions; so God alters things without Himself, but changes nothing
of His purpose within Himself.

-----
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~ones~onbmce.
A FATHER'S TESTIMONY ABOUT HIS DYING BOY.
Henley-ou-Thames.

DEAR SIR,-Having been a reader of the Gospel Maga%ine for many
years, and, I trust, have been much blessed with its contents, from time
to time I have often resolved to write a few lines to you, as I have felt,
and still do feel, my heart knit in love towards you. You remember the
pieces, years ago, "Conversations by the ,Vay ;" I do trust they were
much blessed to me, and to others that I am acquainted with. Well, sir,
since then I have had much to pass through, having a large family of
eleven children wholly depending on my own exertions. I have felt it a
great struggle to bring them up as I could wish, still the Lord has been
good to me. I could say much respecting that. Blessed be His name,
He "has done all things well." About three or four years back, it pleased
the Lord to visit us with typhus fever. Five of my dear children had it; two
were given up as hopeless. Earnestly did I p~'ay to the Lord to spare
them; and He did so, contrary to all expectation. N early five months
later, my dear wife was taken with it, and, after nursing all the others,
she died. You, sir, can enter into my feelings, as I can remember when
you were called to pass through a similar trial. However," as my day,"
so I found my "strength to be." That passage was sweetly applied,
"As one whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort you, and ye shall
be comforted in Jerusalem." As soon as my eldest boy left school, I was
anxious to apprentice him in some Christian family, where he would be
likely to hear and enjoy what it had always,been my aim to instil into his
mind; and so I placed him with a Mr.B--, at K--. He went on
well, and everything seemed all that we could wish. He came home
at Christmas to spend a week With us, and went back as cheerful and
as well as we could wish. In about ten days after, I received a letter to
say he was not well. Mid-day's post brought me another, to say I was to
come at once to see him. How my heart sank within me! I tried to cast
my care on the Lord; and earnestly did I pray, as I rode into the town,
that, if the Lord was about to take him, I might have a testimony that he
died in the Lord. I hastened to his room as soon as I arrived. It was at
the top of the house-a small room; and never shall I forget the dear boy,
as I looked at him, and he at me. "He was much better," they said,
"than he was;" still he was very bad, and much worse than I then
thought him to be. I talked to him, and prayed much with him, and
tried to impress upon his young mind the importance of a change of
heart, though I well knew God alone could do the work. I stayed with
him a few days, and hoped, when I left him, that he would recover. I
sent one of his sisters to be with him, and to help to nurse him. Her first
letter to me was very desponding, the next was more so, and on the
Thursday she wished me to come at once, as she did not think he ever
would get well. Oh, huw I lifted up my heart to the Lord that night as I
again rode into the town! I trusted, if he was to be taken, He would
answer my prayer, and give me a true token that my dear boy was safe
in His covenant mercy.
.
As soon as I arrived, I hastened upstairs to his bedside. Oh, what a
change I saw since I last left him! I could see death had marked his
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victim. You only that are parents, and know what real, heart-felt religion
is, can enter into my feelings at that time. Was he safe? had grace
taken possession of his heart? was he amongst the number of God's elect?
. -such thoughts and feelings as these passed through my breast. I at
once told him my thoughts respecting him, and now felt sure the Lord was
about to take him. Dear boy, I shall never forget his look at me as I told
him" he would die." He never spoke, but lay in solemn thought for
some time. I went to prayer. "Do, Lord, if Thou art about to take my
boy-do give me a true token that he will be with Thee. Work salvation in his heart, and show Thy covenant love." Oh, what beauty I saw
in that chapter in Deuteronpmy, where the Israelites were bitten with
fiery serpents! How sweetly the Holy Ghost, I trust, enabled me to open
that to him. I told it mattered not how or where they were bitten, they
had only to look to the serpent, and live. All at once he looked up at me,
saying, "Papa, I think I love Jesus." "Do you, my boy?" I said;
"then I am sure Jesus loves you." From that time his mind gradually
opened, and death seemed to have lost his sting. He would often say,
"What a wicked boy I have been! "-" what an awful si=er he was."
Still, I was like Gideon: the Lord had wetted the fleece, but now I wanted
it dry all around. So I pleaded again, "Lord, give me a true token."
Never shall I forget that little room and my dear boy. I felt willing io
part with him, as long as I knew he would be with the Lord. Oh, how
kind and gracious is our God! "able to do exceeding abundantly, above
all that we can ask or think." Gradually his mind seemed to be preparing
'for the solemn change that awaited him. Sometimes I would say, "Now,
Charley, pray to the Lord yourself; tell Him all you feel." He would
pour out his heart in that simple, childlike way, which none but those
taught by the Spirit can. How sweet I felt it to point him to Jesus, and
tell him he had nothing to do but" look, and live." There was nothing
to bring, and nothing to pay. He came to· save sinners j and, if he felt
himself a sinner, Christ came to save Him.
On the Sunday evening he seemed a little better j his two sisters were
with me, and they went out to chapel. I stayed with him. I said, ",Ve
have not prayed together to-day, we will do so now." I took the Bible,
and asked him what chapter I should read. "The last in Revelation,"
he said. I did so; I then prayed, and, when I had finished, asked
him to do so. Dear boy, I shall never forget him, as he held up both his
hands, and poured out his young heart to the Lord. Then he seemed a
little better, and he tried to lie down and get a little sleep. Next morning about one o'clock, he seemed to get a little worse in his throat. I
thought he had a- little cold, which seemed to increase, and so we got
up. After a little while he said to me, "Papa, my night is come."
From that time there seemed· to be a change in him, but I did not think
he was so near his end. I went for the doctor about five o'clock, but he
did not tell us his mind respecting him. About seven or eight o'clock he
seemed to breath with more difficulty. I sent word to all that were in
the house, "If they wished to see him, they had better come, as I did
not think he would be in this world long." His master, coming into the
room, he looked up as he came in, and held out his dear hand, and said,
" Good-bye, sir; I am going home to Jesus;" and then he lifted his hands
upwards, clasped them together, and seemed uniting with us in prayer.
I was sitting, at this time, on the bed, with my arms under his head; I
got off the bed, and went to prayer. Oh, that solemn time! all kneeling

.
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round his bed; sisters weeping, friends weeping! Let us hope it was not
prayer in vain: I groaned in my spirit to the Lord. After all but myself
and his sisters were gone; he looked up at one of them, as they were
standing at the foot of the bed, and said, "What time is it ?" Sh~ told
His answer was,
him, and asked him why he wished to know.
" Because I want to make haste home to Jesus." " Home," I said, "my
dear boy, it is a blesseci home to go to." I had, a day or two since, asked
him to let me know if he felt happy when he was dying, and, if he could
not speak, to lift up his hands as a sign. Dear boy! as he lay in my
arms, he lifted up both his hands, and held them as well as he could. I
asked him if-he felt happy. He held them up for a minute, dropped them
down, and breathed his last. I felt at the moment something like Bunyan. I looked in, and could not help wishing myself with him; I said,
"Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be like his."
Perhaps this may fall into the hands of some godly parent, who has
been praying for an ungodly son or daughter, and is ready to think it
is a hopeless case. My Ohristian brother or sister, "will God deny Himself?" Does He not say, "The promise is unto you and your children ?"
If so, present appearances are nothing. He has said, "that men ought
always to pray, and not to faint." He cannot contradict His word. In
His own good time it shall be fulfilled. I have now experienced His
love for many years, yet ofttimes doubt His grace, and sometimes think
that one day I shall, after all, fall; but then I look at His promise,
" Hea,en and earth shall pass away, but my word shall not pass away."
Oh the ble'sedness of having a felt Ohrist to live upon ! Well might He
~ y,
}{y flesh is meat indeed." May the Lord bless you in your work,
and enable you long to stand as a champion, to preach the glorious
doctrines of grace, is the prayer of
Yours, most truly,
O. P.
THE PRESENT LEAN STATE OF OHRISTENDOM; AND WHY?
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR FRIEND AND BROTHER IN OHRIST,-My mind has been much
occupied for some time in finding a satisfactory reason for the present
declension in the Ohurch of Ohrist, and for the low spiritual attainment
of many of the members of His mystical body; and, in giving you my
thoughts on the subject, I desire not to seem to be yours or any other
man's teacher, but simply ask to be instructed, and to be set right if wrong.
Judging from my own experience, and observation of others with myself "bound up in the bundle of life," and encompassed with like infirmities within, and snares without, I believe the evil to be accounted for
from two causes: First, that of departing in doctrine from the old" landmarks;" secondly, admixture with that world of which our Lord Himself
declared, "if any man love, the love of the Father is not in him."
Departing from the" old land-marks "-and what are these? Are they
not the bulwarks of our faith, the whole compass of the doctrines of
grace, the foundation which" if destroyed, what can the righteous do ?"
.dnd, were I asked to enumerate those precious doctrines, would they not
be almost strange and unknown to many of our modern divines, and, alao; !
to many who once held them (it would seem in the head only) obsolete?
In the professed desire not to limit the free invitations of the Gospel,
and to bring its reception into a small compass-viz, merely believing in
R
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Ohrist,. or rather, ment~lly and instantaneously receiring Him they hale
stopped short entirely of the necessity of the work of the piri an
man's utter fall from righteousness and spiritual po"er in himself.
This reception of Ohrist being done, the believer :is urged mmedia ely
to rush into workings and doings in public association thereby nec-essarily mixing with persons and things which please and feed he flesh,
and render religion most palatable and agreeable to
e na
and
carnal mind.
But, to return to the doctrines of grace, ·so little preached' oID'da:.
Were I to name s9me of them, would not the mere mention 0 them
,e
them to be unfamiliar to hundreds of hearers in and ou 0 - e Ch ~
of England? For instance, the essential, glorious doctrine of e E:€
Spirit being as much engaged in our salvation, and in our dail., wor .
out of that salvation, as is our blessed Redeemer; saving tha He" he' 0'
made flesh, and dwelling amongst us as Man," renders Him in - '. and
His various other offices, nearer and dearer to faith ap reh ~·on.
Then, again, the blessed doctrine of one (that is the Church's~ e-ernal
union to Ohrist, justification in Him, and sanctification by nrrue of tha
eternal union, and thereby the only acceptable frui - and effec - floring
from communion, by virtue of union; and thus our all being in Him,
and He in us, Alpha and Omega of faith and works.
The next doctrine I would refer to, is that of redemption by the blood
of Ohrist; and that blood shed for a covenant people-and for a covenant
people only.
But have not the goats in sheep's garb, for worldly and carnal purposes, appropriated that blood without the sanction of the wOl,d of God,
p,nd drawn multitudes of the better-taught and real flock of Christ to
follow their pernicious teachings?
See, then, the doctrine of assurance, the very comfort and stimulus
of a child of God almost discarded altogether, and, at best, treated as
dangerous!
The very word election is enough to make Ohristians of the present
day not only look frightened, but instantly to shun the person using it
as one believing error. And oh, the blessed consequence of all, the final
perseverance of the called of God-dangerous again! They would not
work, they would get idle, they would think themselves better than others
if they held this doctrine, little remembering that the effectual calling of
God the Holy Ghost engenders no such devouring insects in our borders
as these. But our salvation and all its accomplishments bringeth selfrenunciation, abhorrence of sin, meekness, gentleness; the creature nothing
-Christ alone honoured.
Bnt, thanks be to God, that Eternal Spirit so dishonoured in the teaching of the present day, will, and does, in His own way, lead the flock
into these great truths; yet when-as they should do-they go to heal'
that which should lead them on, and build them up in their most holy
faith-they, alas! go hungry and come away hungry: their teachers are
hid, or know not how to teach; and why? These truths are not interwoven and bound up in their own daily experience; they are discovered
to be shallow in doctrine, and, therefore, meagre in experience; and consequently too secular, too worldly, and too much given "ith their flock to
fall in with the maxims, customs, and fashions of this "orld, not ensamples to the flock.
Deal: brother, is it not a fact too evident, that, instead of making the
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world what it is and should be-our enemy-we are too often, alas 1. " Hail,
well met j" and, because, in this ungodly admixture, many seem to escape
without incurring their spot, or seeming to be leavened by it, the young,
the feeble, the doubtful, are drawn into the snare, arguing that" If such
and such a Ohristian go arm-in-arm with the world, and is unhurt, surely
such a one as I may tread in their steps, even though the word of God
says, 'Evil communications corrupt good manners?" "Walk in the Spirit,
and ye shall not fulfil the lusts of the flesh."
Dear brother, having felt inclined to enlarge on these points, I hope
you will plead my excuse for intruding so far, for I trust an abler pen
may be induced to carry out my remarks, and offer correction where I may
be thought to be in error.
Leaving the subject in your hands, and with the blessing of God,
I am dear brother,
.
.
Yours in the Lord,
A OONSTANT READER.

THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF RITUALISM IN THE OHUROH
OF ENGLAND.
(Rep01'ted ewpressly for this work.)

AT a recent meeting of the West of England Protestant Ohurch Union,
held in the Victoria Rooms, Olifton, under the presidency of Lieut.001. Savile, the Rev. Oanon Girdlestone delivered an addl'ess on "The
Rise and Progress of Ritualism in the Ohurch of England."
He said: Mr. Ohairman, Ladies, and Gentlemen,-It is not often when I
am not in residence, that I feel it my duty to leave my country home
and accept an invitation to a meeting here; but, sir, exceptional circumstances require an exceptional course of conduct, and I have left Devonshire this morning for the express purpose of taking a part, even in the
slightest degree, in these proceedings. (Oheers.) For when, sir, I called
to mind, that the invitation sent to me was sent by a Protestant·
Ohurch Union; and, when I like.wise remembered that that Union had
done me the honour of nominating me as one of its Vice-Presidents, and
had besides conferred upon me the favour of publishing one of the sermons
which I preached in the Oathedral during my last residence (cheers)and when I further remembered that Union was not simply for Bristol,
but for the whole of the West of England, in one county of which I
happen to be beneficed, and, when I further called to mind that the
object of that ·Union was to cement in one compact body all those in
the West of England, of either sex, who were opposed to any species of
innovation, either of doctrine or ritual, in the Protestant Ohurch of
England-I say, sir, when I called these things to mind, I could not,
without a failure of duty, decline the invitation. (Oheers.) Not, I believe, that my opinion on the subjects which are connected with this
night's meeting are unknown, either in Bristol or elsewhere. Whatever I may be chargeable with, I do not think I am chargeable with reticence on these subjects. (Oheers.) Under circumstances which would
have shut many a man's mouth, during my last residence in the Oathedral, I spoke on these subjects boldly, and plainly, I may say.
R
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I do not refer to this, sir, in the spirit of boasting, but simply in order
to crave your indulgence, if, in the few observations I shall address to
you, I use the same boldness and plainess of speech.
Now I look upon the state of things, to consider which we are met this
evening, in the light of a disease which has come upon the body of the
Ohurch of England-a disease which has been developed appa.rently with
such a rapidity as has not only surprised, but alarmed the whole country.
I confess myself, that, though I am quite open to the ahrm, I am not the
least surprised at what has taken place. It is simply that which I have
been for years expecting; it is the natural result of causes which have long
been in operation j and I believe that the slightest inquiry will suffice to
show that this disease, though apparently so rapid in its development, like
physical diseases appearing under the same circumstances, is a disease of
long standing, and may be traced to an origin comparatively remote. I
think we may go back to the very time when the Reformation took place.
We must bear in mind that those who carried out the Reformation, and
those by whom our Prayer Book was compiled, were men who had only
just themselves emerged from the trammels of Popery. Their opinions
were unformed-the light had not shone in full splendour upon them.
It was scarcely to be expected that they should see the full force, and
meaning, and use which would be made in future ages of the expressions
which they used in the formularies they drew up. Hence, in the formularies
of the Ohurch of England in the Prayer Book, which it is impossible to
estimate too highly, we, nevertheless, undoubtedly do find certain expressions and certain forms which, though I would not on any account
stigmatize them as Romanistic in their character, yet are so ambiguous,
as that they are easily susceptible of being made, by designing personi:(,
the vehicles of Romanizing error. (Cheers.) I allude to the forms of
absolution in the Prayer Book, and especially the form to be used
in the Visitation of the Sick, and the directions given for confession
in it. I allude likewise to several expressions that may be found in
the service for the administration of the Holy Oommunion. Also,
I allude to the use of the word" priest," when the word "presbyter"
should be used (cheers) j and on no word has a more towering building
of Romanizing error been founded, than upon that unfortunate word
"priest." I allude also to that which has given a kind of semi-sanction
to the excess of ritualism in this country, the rubric which is to be found
at the" end of the calendar, just before the commencement of the Morning Service, "And here is to be noted, that such ornaments of the
Ohurch, and of the ministers thereof, at all times of their ministration,
shall be retained, and be in use, as were in this Ohurch of England, by the
authority of Parliament, in the second year of the reign of King Edward
the Sixth."
Now I do not say that these things are Romanistic in themselves, but I say
they are of such an ambiguous character, that they were easily susceptible
of being made use of for Romanizing purposes j and we have nothing to do
but to look back upon the different eras of the Ohristian Ohurch, to find
tnat in successive periods this Romanizing use has been made of these
expressions with more or less success. But I pass quickly over the ancient
periods of the history of the Ohurch of England, not wishing to take up
your valuable time with things which may be thought uninteresting, and I
prefer to dwell on that which is more practicable and tangible, which is
nearer to the times in which we ourselves are living. I refer to that to
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which the gallant general (Major-General Aylmer) who preceded me
has referred; I mean the "Tracts for the Times," a publication with
which he has connected the namA of an elder brother of mine, who happened to be very intimate with almost all the leaders of that movement.
They endeavoured to persuade him to be one of the party, but he told
them that he would have nothing to do with them. (Cheers.) He said
that they would be either obliged to go over to Rome themselves, or
Ronianize the Church of England, and they defied him by saying, "If
you will not come with us, we will soon march past you." (Cheers.)
Those who took the leading part in that movement, the publication of
the "Tracts for the Times," are sometimes called Tractarians, from the
tracts they published; sometimes they go by the name of Puseyites, because Dr. Pusey, the learned Hebrew professor in the University of
Oxford was a prominent leader; and sometimes they are called Anglicans,
the name which they prefer to be called by themselves. But it does not
matter much what we call them; we are more concerned with the principles which the tracts themselves put forth. These principles generally
go by the name of" Church principles." For myself, I think they would
be more correctly named "Roman Catholic principl~s" (cheers); especially as the very principle which is the foundation of' all the teaching of
the" Tracts for the Times" was that principle which is at the foundation
of Jesuitry in the Church of Rome-the principle which was especially
advocated in Tract No. 90, of putting a non-natural interpretation on
every formulary, no matter how clearly it is set forth. I ask you to
follow me for a few minutes in tracing the manner in which these so-called
"Church principles" have made progress during the five-and-twenty, or
something like thirty years, in which they have been broached. One of
the first things broached in those tracts was decency in the conduct of
public worship; and without doubt at that time decency in public worship was a thing to be much desired. It had not only been much neglected, in our cities and large towns, but utterly lost sight of in many of our
country districts. But mark the progress! inch by inch, and step by step,
decency in public worship has gone on and on, until it has now been
developed iu what I can describe as nothing but pageantry in public
worship. (Cheers.) It is exactly the same with everything else connected
with this part of my subject. The communion was set forth as a sacrifice; people were accustomed to look upon it as a sacrifice; we have it
now developed as a sacrifice in the fullest sense of the word. (Hear, hear.)
Then the communion table was called an altar; and it was wonderful how
that word" altar" was taken up by everybody: it is wonderful how it is
taken up at this very moment. When I am in company with some of
the most evangelical of my friends, I hear nothing but about altars
and altar-cloths. You may depend upon it, that that name has a great
deal to do with the thing; and I believe that the names "priest" and
" altar" have been at the bottom of a great deal of Romanistic doctrine.
(Cheers.) Hence people have gradually become accustomed to look upon
what the Church of England in her rubrics calls a table, as an altar, and
to call it an altar; and it is now used as an altar. Then we come to the
word" presbyter." The Church of England knows nothing of a priest in
the sense of a sacrificing priest. The word priest is nothing but an abbreviation of presbyter; and, whenever" priest" is used in the formularies of
the 'Church of England, the only proper word to render it by is "presbyter." See what has been built upon the misrepresentation of this
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word. Now the presbyters of the Ohurch of England in every quarter of
the country are not only looked upon by their congregations as priests,
but they use all thllattributes of a Roman or even a Jewish priesthood.
(Oheers.)
Just in the same way the Lord's Supper in the Tracts was first of all
propounded as a sacrifice. People did not think much about that at the
time the thing was first propounded; but by degrees men's minds had
been accustomed to look upon it as a sacrifice. They had been taught to
make obeisance, and receive the Lord's Supper with their hand; so that
not a single crumb might drop, because it was the body of the Lord Jesus
Ohrist. I have seen ministers of the Gospel, presbyters of the Ohurch of
England, those who call themselves Protestants, amongst others, the bishop
of this diocese, drop on their knees after the communion service has been
ended, to receive what remains of the elements that have been consecrated. (Ories of "Shame.") I say in these ways men's minds have
been disposed to consider the Lord's Supper, which the Prayer Book of
the Ohurch of England never considers in this light, as a real sacrifice for
the forgiveness of sin.
Just in the same way with regard to the clergy. It was first put forth
in the "Tracts for the Times" that the clergy were different from the
laity; and this idea has been improved upon, and now we find the clergy
assuming a position distinct from the laity. We have our churches built
so as to separate the clergy and the laity; and thus it comes to be looked
upon that the laity have nothing to do with the Ohurch, but that the
Ohurch of England is synonymous with the clergy, although the Bible
teaches that the clergy are the servants of the laity for J esus'sake. (Oheers.)
Thus things have been going on. Another thing that has been constantly enforced on people is this, that preaching is not of the same importance as ritual. Now no oue denies the efficacy of prayer. God forbid
that any Christian preacher should; but still everyone who has read the
New Testament knows that preaching is one of the greatest instrumentalities in bringing men to a knowledge of Jesus. I am trying to trace
the course of the disease, and the way it has been led to its present state
of development. Things began to assume a bolder form; men began to
introduce into the notices they affixed to their church-doors every Roman
term they could think of. We began to hear of matins, complines, and
evensong. Whatever was most Romanizing in its type, that was thought
most eligible. Instead of flying from the enemy, people seemed to be
only too ready to run into its arms and embraces. (Oheers.) Then
architecture and music-very powerful agencies; both these were enlisted
into the same unholy service. You cannot go into many of our newlybuilt churches, without being struck by the gloomy aspect of the whole
building; the sullen, solemn darkness which prevails, the clergy and the
choristers kept in the chancel, where the congregation are no to intrude:
and even the very architecture itself that has been enlisted into the services of the churches of the Ohurch of England, render them more like
Popish places of worship than anything else. (Oheers.)
I take it that exactly the same course has been adopted with regard to the
music; we have a great number of Romish hymns introduced into our
places of worship at this present moment; and, though I may not carry
the whole of the sympathies of my audience with me in what I say nowand, though I am connected with the Oathedral, and rejoice in the choral
services of the chief churches of the nation, I think the introduction of
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choral services into all our remote agricultural village churches, is nothing
in the world but a scheme of the enemy to keep people from joining in the
beautiful ritual of the Ohurch, and to take the whole of that service to
themselves, and their purple robe, and surpliced choristers (cheers) ;
and I therefore was one of those who had the greatest satisfactionindenying
Bristol Oathedral for the purposes of a large choral festival. (Oheel's.)
Well, then we had poems, beautiful striking- poems, all tainted with the
same poison, and tales of the same exciting character. The press teems
with such; you know it~tracts of the same description too. There
were some for every rank, every age, every condition in life; food for
every one.- Things afterwards assumed a still bolder form, and people
began to hate, and not only to hate, but openly to express their hatred
of, the very name of Protestants. I have myself heard with my own
ears many clergymen of the Ohurch of En'gland actually declare, "I hate
the name of Protestant." (Ories of "Shame.") Then we had brotherhoods formed, as if Ohristian men could not go and read the Bible and
pray with their brethren without being formed into brotherhoods, and
wearing a peculiar dress! (Oheers.) And then we had sisterhoods, and
nuns, and colleges of unmarried priests. Oelibacy was held up to
be preferable to that state which the Scripture has pronounced to be
holy; and men's minds have been insensibly secretly accustomed and
habituated to everything which is Romish and Romanizing. (Hear, hear.)
:Meanwhile, no effort was made to arrest the progress of this insiduous
malady in the Ohurch of England. The archbishops and bishops of the
two provinces, to whom, as rulers of the Ohurch, one naturally looked for
some relief and remedy in this respect, very few of them-it is a matter of
history, and therefore I do not at all mind referring to it-interfered.
Some encouraged these proceedings, and one or two actually took a part
in them. We cannot shut our eyes to these things, as they are historical
facts. Well, then, I say that this disease insensibly and secretly derived
and acquired strength which few men were able to foresee; and now
it has assumed a form of doctrine and a form of ritual, which, as far as I
can see, can only be adequately described by saying that it is perfectly
and entirely Romish. (Oheers.) We have Romish vestments of every
description. I really am not sufficiently learned to give you a catalogue
of these things. (Laughter.) I heard, as I was coming along to Bristol
to-day, that one gentleman had had confided to him a lot, valued at £600
or £700, for exhibition in one of the principal towns in Devonshire.
(Laughter. ) We have candles lighted in the middle of the day; we have
incense freely used; we have the host actually elevated at the so-called
altar. We have the host adored; and the priests, the presbyters of the
Ohurch of England, falling down on their knees in adoration of the consecrated elements. We have auricular confession of the worst possible
description, on models taken from the worst types of the Romish confessional, as my friend :Mr. Moncrieff will inform you in detail. We have
the confessional imposed as a matter of necessity on the people, and we
have the doctrine inculcated, of no forgiveness of sins without priestly
absolution. When these things are ~ife in the Ohurch of England, what
can you call it but directly and pointedly the Ohurch of Rome? (Oheers.)
And I beg you to be kind enough to observe that this is not a mere
ephemeral disease; it is not an illness that has come upon the Ohurch,
simply to last for a year or two, and then to vanish away. It is not the
prejudice of a few isolated clergymen here and there. Not at all; we have
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it inscribed in the pages of books published and circulated freely amongst
every class of our population. We have it in the first place, set forth in
the most exact order, in a book called the "Directorium Anglicanum,"
an expensive volume, which costs fourteen or fifteen shillings. I wanted
to become the happy possessor of that book a few weeks ago, but I really
felt that I could not afford to give so large a sum for it. But, worse than
• this, we have the same doctrine and the same ritual set forth in publications of the cheapest possible character. Those you can purchase for a
few halfpence or pence from Mr. Drake, Park Street. If you will take
the trouble to read some of these books, "Oatechism on the Holy Oommunion," "Oatechism of the Ohief Things which a Ohristian ought to
know for his Soul's Health," and the" Little Office Book "-if you read
these books attentively, and act up to them, you will become some of the
most accomplished Papists ofthe age. (Oheers and laughter.)
Well, I think, then, in this way this disease, though certainly it has been
developed with apparent rapidity-I may nevertheless be justified in describing it as I did at the beginning, as a disease of long standing and
slow and gradual progress-is the result, the inevitable result, of the principles which were set forth in the" Tracts for the Times." No doubt the
development within the last few months or years has been of a very rapid
kind-a very startling description. Thank God, say I, that it has been
so; it has at least startled both clergy and laity into action. Thank God,
it has led them into union here and there, and everywhere-of the same
kind as that in connexion with which we are now met together. (Oheers.)
As a remedy for this disease, I confess that I do not look with any large
amount ofconfidence to that declaration of the bishops of the province of
Oanterbury, made almost unanimously, as was stated in Oonvocation a
few weeks ago. The very fact of tha~ resolution having been made almost
unanimously, and the very fact of the Bishop of Oxford having been one
of the prime agents in passing that resolution-those facts suffice to
weaken my confidence of anything practical taking place. (Oheers.)
Nevertheless, I am bound to say, and I think we are all bound to say,
that we ought to test that resolution. (Hear, hear.) And I am very glad to
see it stated in the Bristol Times and jJfirror last week, that that test had been
applied in this neighbourhood, and that a representation of the ritualistic
practices in the church of Saint Raphael's has been made, by the acting
Oommittee of the Union, to the Bishop of the diocese. (Oheers.) We shall
see what we shall see. (Laughter.) At any rate, I think the Protestant
Ohurch Union has taken the best and most practical step of testing the
resolution of the Bishops. (Oheers. ) If this Union does nothing else
than call officially the attention of the bishops in the vVest of England
to those churches in which excessive ritualism prevails, the Union will
not have been launched in vain. But, as I said before, personally I
have not much confidence in this resolution. I have infinitely more
confidence-in short, most of my trust and confidence is in the
laity of the Church of England, and especially the laity of the middle
classes. (Oheers.) All my life long have I been battling that the laity
should be considered to be, as they really are, a large and mos important
part ofthe Ohurch of England. (Oheers.) I say, my confidence is in the
laity of the Ohurch of England; and, when I see that our meeting this
evening is presided over by one gallant gentleman, and that the proceedings of the evening were initiated by another gallant gentleman-hoth
belonging to the same arm of the service-the artillery, that arm which
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has the handling of guns so large, that we ecclesiastical " canons" are by
comparison perfectly insignificant-I say, when I call this to mind, I have
not only confidence in the laity, but I feel great trust and confidence in
the artillery. (Laughter and cheers.) Seriously speaking, however, it is
to the laity of the Ohurch of England that we must look at this great
crisis of the history of the Ohurch of England, and then to those of
our clergy who do not boast the name of Anglican. If I might be permitted,· which is perhaps very presumptuous in me to do, to tender a
word of advice to the evangelical clergy of this diocese and of the West of
England, it would be this, that we should sink all our differences of a minor
character, all those differences which have kept us from acting together as
a united body; sink those differences which have divided us from the
laity, and also sink those differences which have kept us aloof too
much from the Protestant dissenting portions of our parishes. (Oheers.)
All evangelical men, whether churchmen or dissenters, clergy or laity,
should be banded together in one strong, invincible bond against the
false and idolatrous Ohurch of Rome.
(Oheers. ) When the cholera
first invaded this country, we spent large sums upon the erection
of hospitals, and upon securing the largest amount of the most
eminent medical skill that could be obtained throughout the length
and breadth of the land; and yet you will remember that we made but
very little progress against the disease. Each successive time that that
epidemic has visited this country, we have been, under God's providence,
enabled to contend against it more successfully. Now why was this?
Because during the interval we have cleansed our cesspools, we have
diverted our sewage allay from our houses, we have purified our fountains,
our streams, and our pipes. Now what I say is this, that it is to little
purpose to deal with this excessive ritualism only. We must go deeper down
than this; we must go to the root of the matter; we must attack those
Ohurch principles, as they call them, which are in reality the disease with
which the Ohurch is afflicted, excessive ritualism being merely a sort of
symptom, or eruption, which the disease produces; and, as long as Trac~
tarianism and High-Ohurchism are allowed to prevail in the Ohurch of
England, so long, more or less, will streams-wide and deep-of Roman
pollution cover the length and breadth ofthe Ohurch of England. (Oheers.)
And now, before I conclude, I may be permitted perhaps to say
that I think in this diocese of Gloucester and Bristol, as much, or
perhaps more than in any other diocese in England, there is need
on our part-I mean on the part of the Protestant portion of the
Church of England-of energy, boldness, and perseverance. (Oheers.)
As a member, and as a minister of an episcopal Ohurch, I trust no
word will ever escape my lips connected with the episcopal order,
which can be supposed in any way to militate against feelings of the most
profound respect. (Oheers.) And, with reference to the individual prelate by whom the throne of this diocese is at present filled, I trust I shall
never be found to utter a word which can be justly construed into anything which can interrupt those friendly and very pleasant relations that
have always subsisted between Bishop Ellicot and myself. (Oheers.) It
is impossible not to look with the deepest respect upon the abilities and
aquirements of the Bishop of this diocese, as both a scholar and theologian. It is impossible not to be fascinated with his charming, friendly,
and winning manner. It is impossible not to admire the perseverance, the
untiring energy, with which he devotes almost the whole of his time to
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the administration of the duties of his laborious diocese. Just in the
same way I have always been accustomed to admire the unblemished
lives, the learning, and the perseverance of the heads of the Tractariau
party, including Keble, Pusey, and N ewman, with some of whom I have had,
in times gone by, the most friendly relations. But we must not, as Protestant members of the Church of England, allow personal feelings, and the
admiration of personal holiness, to blind our minds to the danger which
may be threatening the truth as it is in Jesus. (Cheers.) We cannot forget,
I never wish to forget, that the Bishop of this diocese, in his sermon at the
Cathedral, spoke of the subjects in which we are interested to-night
with a very ·uncertain sound. (Hear, hear.) We cannot forget, I do
not think we ought to forget, that all his patronage, with very few
(Cheers.) We
exceptions is bestowed in one particular direction.
cannot forget that at a moment when his doing so was an act of
the most marked and significant character, he withdrew from his
office of Vice-President of the British and Foreign Bible Society, and
the Pastoral Aid Society.
(Hear, hear.) We cannot forget that
in Convocation he is always found side by side with the Bishop
of Oxford. (Hear, hear.) We cannot forget that he is the first, I
believe I am correct in stating that he is the only Bishop, who has
thought fit, in the private chapel of his own episcopal palace, to
semi-ordain, if I may use the expression, with a service concocted by
himself, lay Scripture-readers; putting forward what I believe to be the
most detestable of Romish doctrines; namely, that the Bible is a closed
book unless it be unsealed by some one clothed with episcopal authority.
(Cries of "Shame.") I, for- my part, would not say one word in the
absence of the Bishop, that I would not say in his presence (cheers) ;
and, if he were here to-night, which I heartily wish he were, I should
not have had the slightest hesitation in propounding to him this question, ATe you an evangelical, or are you an Anglican? And, if I had
put the question, he would not have had the slightest hesitation in the
answer that he would have given. (Cheers.)
It is not for me to censme any man for holding this, that, or the other
opinion. But these are mattel'S of fact which justify u in saying, that, in
this diocese and at this moment, we do need l'edoubled energy, redoubled
persevel'ence, in resisting every innovation upon the Pl'otestant charactel'
of the Church of England. (Cheers.) Dependupon it, the diseaEe under
which the Church of England is suffering at this moment, is a very dangerous disease; and, unless the Church, like Samson of old, l'ouses herself
from the arms of those who would bind her hand and foot, and shakes
hel'se1£, and asserts heT inherent strength and power, depend upon it, she
will be doomed to destruction. And, ifthe Church of England be deshoyed,
oh, what a destruction it will be! It will be a destruction at which Roman
Catholics will triumph; and, when they triumph, they will laugh at the
folly of those who have co=itted suicide upon themselves. (HeaT, hear.)
It is a destruction at which Satan and his wicked angels will rejoice. It is
a destruction which will be a triumph to infidels of every description,
throughout the length and breadth of the land; and for this reason-that
infidels know well, wherever Roman superstition is, there intellect will
assert its supremacy, though it be hurried into infidelity. It is a
destruction at which all great and good men will momn. It is a destruction which, as I believe, the dissenting co=unities of this country
would lament; for, though they differ from us on many IJoints, yet they
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have ever looked upon the Ohurch as a good old light-ship, which, if once
torn from its moorings, their own vessels would be left to struggle alone
in a sea which would soon overwhelm them. (Oheers.)
And I believe more than this-that, if the Ohurch of England should in
God's providence-which God forbid !-be doomed to destruction, that it is
a destruction at which saints and martyrs will weep; especially those good
old martyrs of our own land, who shed their best life-blood in order to
secure to the end oftime the foundation ofthe Ohurchthey loved so well.
Ah! it is a destruction from which even angels will hide their heads
beneath their wings, lest they should be constrained to gaze upon it;
a destructio'n at which I believe even Jesus, the Almighty Master of all
the Ohurches, who wept over Jerusalem of old, would shed tears; would
weep over that Ohurch which He would have gathered, but she would not.
( Oheers.)

A CITY VOIOE.
[The following spirited and only too-truthful statement of Bishops' doings
and the aspect of the Ohurch of England, in the present day, appears in
a recent number of the City Press. We rejoice in so bold and scriptural an
enunciation from a leading journal in the very heart of the metropolis.
It is clear that the supineness, indifferentism, and unfaithfulness of many
of our so-called Protestant Bishops will not long be tolerated. They have
tampered with traitorism and pampered with Popery until they have so
alienated the affection of the people .from a Ohurch whose principles and
privileges they hold as a blessed birthright, that we tremble for the
issue. A recent copy of the New York Observer informs us that a large
number of the clergy, headed by two Bishops, are about to secede to Rome.
We are sorry to doubt the accuracy of the statement. We wish it were
true. We should be glad to know that the Bishops of Oxford, Salisbury,
and others whose hearts are at Rome, had the cour~ge and the common
honesty to forego their Protestant pretensions and :Protestant pay, and
avow themselves to be what in reality they are. They are, to the utmost
of their poor feeble ability, sacrificing a Ohurch they have pledged themselves to support. If some of our martyr Bishops, of blessed memory,
could raise their voices at the present juncture, in vindication and defence
of our glorious Protestant principles, how weak and purile would appear,
in contrast, the compromising Bishops of our day! Into what contemptible insignificance would they fall before such giants in principle
and powers as those who would sacrifice their lives rather than betray their
Church, or falsify their consciences. Moreover, we rejoice to think that
we have still Bishops among us of this stamp, and who are prepared (if
need be) to seal their testimony with their blood, rather than say, "Peace,
peace, where there is no peace." We have a Cashel, a Carlisle, a Cork,
a Durham, -a Ripon, and a Rochester, who, we believe,are prepared for
this alternative if need be.-ED.J
THE charge of the Bishop of London was looked for with intense
anxiety by those who have made up their minds that ritualism is pernicious nonsense, and must be put down by a summary process, and in a
determined spirit. We have the charge, and we find therein a mild
protest of precisely the same pattern as many that have been made before,
and which will have no more effect in checking the spread of ritualism
than it has in staying the encroachments of the sea. The Bishop has
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adopted the convenient method; he has attempted to satisfy public requirements, and at the same time inflict as few wounds as possible on his
ritualistic friends. He takes care to compliment them by saying, "The
actors in these scenes are, no doubt, conscientiously preacliing by their
worship a doctrine which is very dear to them, but let them remember
it is not the doctrine of the Ohurch of which they are ministers." This is
the utmost of the Bishop's denunciation; it is milk and water, with a preponderance of the last-named ingredient, and it will have no effect except
to convince the ritualists that the Bishop is afraid to disturb their peace,
and can do no more than quicken their zeal by harmless opposition.
There are unquestionably many men in the ritualistic party who are deeply
convinced that the salvation of men may be accomplished by the aid of
ribbons, crosses, and genuflexions; but the party can make no claim to
conscientiousness, for their mode of procedure is a violation of their vows,
and the doctrines they hold are directly at variance with the established
principles of the Ohurch to which they profess to belong. The fundamentals of ritualism are founded in hypocrisy, which a pure conscience
abhors. The men who preach and practise Romanism, but keep within
the pale of the Establishment, for the sake of its money, are condemned
by their acts as traitors, hypocrites, pretenders, and practitioners of a
vicious expediency. They make tables into altars; they shape the order
of worship in such a way that the people can take no part in it; they
make an exhibition of vestments, in place of presenting spiritual teaching;
they encourage children to confession, in defiance of parental authority,
and in supercession of parental care; and they subvert the work of centuries by the proclamation of the doctrine of the Real Presence. Under
the mask of a sanctimonious phraseology, they carry out a system of
worship which is grossly sensuous, and make religion the instrument of
intellectual slavery. That their churches are thronged is no argument in
their favour, and this the Bishop tells them, adding that" it is a serious
question how far these churches are filled by the parishioners for whom
they were built." The great argun18nt against ritualism is that it is dishonest. We do not ask whether or not the ritualists believe "What they
profess, because mere belief is not sufficient. Fanatics are usually firm in
their belief, yet society has always sought to put down fanaticism. We
grant that a few of the most prominent of the ritualistic party are men of
high character and ability, but no sort of casuistry can deliver them from
the stigma that attaches to men who secretly war against the Establishment they are paid to support and .extend, and whose actions all resolve
themselves into a system of double-dealing. They cannot make their case
good by appeals to either law or reason; they evade, by the most miserable shifts, submission to a fair test in the face of the general public; and
the low intellectualism of the party has its analogue in a 10"W moralit.',
for duplicity is the principal characteristic of their professions and their
practices.
We rejoice to know that in this Oity the majority of the churches are
devoted to the worship of God in a Protestant manner. The ity is not
wholly given up to idolatry, and the clergy, as a body, are ministers
of the Gospel, and not men-milliners. But, if the Bishop of London will
be pleased to make an exploration, he will find that there are in the City
examples of ritualistic practices as gross as any among those that have
been made the subject of repeated condemnation. Punch and Judy used
to be a week-day entertainment only, but something like it has taken
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the place of a spiritual office and a holy service, and the most solemn
things are turned into subjects for burlesque by irreverent triflers. The
Bishops hav~ engaged themselves by their consecration vows to "banish
and drive away all erroneous and strange doctrines contrary to God's
word; and both privately and openly to call upon and encourage others
to the same." And what, after years of agitation upon this subject, have
they done? They have either espoused the ritualistic cause, 01' shelved
the question. Our good Bishop of London follows the established precedent, and makes a protest when a counterblast was required, and shapes
the protest so that it merely indicates what is his private opinion, but
shall do no harm or good to anybody. He is scarcely himself until he has
quitted this painful subject to dwell on the blessedness of peace and union.
Now, it is too evident that peace and union cannot be promoted in conjunction with honour until war and disunion have been manifested. If
Bishops, if the lawyers, if the clergy cannot purify the Ohurch, the people
will assuredly take the task in hand, and fire and sword will be employed
for ends that may now be gained without them. Already the cloud no
bigger than a man's hand has been seen at Northmoor, what will it be if
it spread till the heaven becomes" black with clouds and wind?" It will
assuredly overwhelm with terrible vengeance these perverters of the simple
faith of our fathers, and establish "peace and union" by destructive
agencies. The whole affair is being paltered with; the missionaries of
Rome in the Ohurch of England are encouraged in their deadly and
treacherous work by the passive condition of the Ohurch itself, and the
temerity of its highest officers. But the people will be the stay of the
Church at last. The great heart of the nation is as truly Protestant as
ever, and, with all our vice, and ignorance, and infidelity, the Reformation has borne such fruit that an idolatrous worship can never take root
in the land, though it may be tolerated in holes and corners; and the
dreadful task of sweeping idolatry and false doctrine out of the Ohurch
will be thrust into the people's hands at last by those ostensible guardians of the venerable institution, who have been solemnly charged to
be to the flock of Christ shepherds, not wolves; who have sworn to
" correct and punish" "such as be disobedient and criminous within your
diocese." The time has surely come for action, but we look around and
see none ready to act; and, while we are assured, on the one hand, that
the law of the land is openly broken, we are, on the other hand, convinced
that there is none to vindicate the law and defend the true religious interests of the people of this country.
SAORED MAXIMS.
GOD often works mysteriously in the accomplishment of His most important purposes.
The foundation of wise actions is in deliberate and wise purpose, or
counsel.
We have lost much by the very equivocal sense in which we understand the term Grace. .
1 fill "heaven ana. eart"h; not a part or me fills one place, ana. another
part of me fills another, but I, God, fill heaven and earth; I AM-whole
God, filling the heavens, and whole God, filling the earth. I fill heaven,
and yet fill earth; I fill earth, and yet fill heaven; I fill heaven and earth
at one and the same time.
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"OUR OWN FIRESIDE" AND THE RITUALISTS.
WE are glad to observe that the editor of that sound and excellent periodical, Our Own Fireside includes in his programme for this year a series
. of papers entitled, "Light on Church Matters," in which the pretensions
of the ritualists will be exposed and refuted. The introductory article
states: "We do not propose to occupy space by the insertion of lengthy
papers on the particular topics of the controversy. We think we shall
better-at least at present-secure the object we have in view by placing
before our readers a series of extracts, gathered from various sources, presenting brief but conclusive refutations of Romish and ritualistic error,
in contradistinction to Bible Protestant truth. Our present extracts, it
will be noted, bear upon a vital and fundamental point-a point which,
in fact, must decide the whole ritualistic controversy. Once let it be
settled that there is no sacrificing priest, no altar, no sacrifice, no supernatural combination with the elements, and, as Archdeacon Hone forcibly
observes, 'there will be no need of reference to the innovations in dress,
in the furniture of the communion table, and in other things of like
nature which have engaged public attention through the last few months.'
Around the great central falsehood, all exaggerations of ritual are but
as satellites. The greater necessity involves the less; and the folly of these
ritualistic ornaments of church or ministers is best displayed by disproving the assumed title of those who adopt them to the name or functions of
sacrificing priests, which alone can give them any significancy whatever."
Our readers will observe the editor's thorough grasp of the main point of
his subject. It is most important to support this and all other efforts for
popularizing sacred Reformation principles and facts.-Record.

THE BISHOP OF PETERBOROUGH'S ORDINATION CHARGE.
AFTER the oaths were taken by candidates ordained, the Bishop delivered
his charge, which occupied about three-quarters of an hour. The subject
which he took was, "Receive ye the Holy Ghost. \Those soever sins ye
remit, they are remitted," &c. His exposition was most excellent, similar
in every respect to Bishop Jewel's, of which his lordship read a portion
from his Apology. He said he could not believe how men who believed
in penance and absolution, as taught by Dr. Pusey, could conscientiously
sign the Articles, &c., of the Church of England. His lordship laid great
stress upon the authority of Bishop Jewel's work as having been referred
to in the canons. In conclusion, he made a solemn and very earnest
appeal to the admitted candidates, that they would pray to God for the
Holy Ghost, for he, their Bishop, a miserable sinner, could not confer such
a gift. At the same time, he said that the use of the words by the Bishop
was by no means, as some had said, blasphemous. Speaking of absolution, his lordship said that Dr. Pusey had not a particle of authority to
read the absolution over the sick on every occasion, as it was only intended
for special cases of danger.
. Mter the charge the Bishop, according to his custom, said that the
candidates were to appear at half-past ten in the morning with their gowns,
excepting the first on the list of deacons, Mr. Handcock, of St. John's
Divinity. Hall, Highbury, who was to appear in his smplice to read the
Gospel.
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WE are glad to learn that several meetings have been held in the metropolis,
connected with a very important subject-the non-attendance of our workingmen at public worship. It is well known that tl:!e great majority of our
working-men, without exception as to trade or calling, do not attend any
place of worship; their wives may do so, and their children may do so, but
they themselves do not. Why is this? Is it that they lack opportunity?
Certainly not. 'The hours of the Sabbath, generally speaking, are all their
own; they can spend them as they choose. Are they too much fatigued? In
some cases, perhaps; but in most cases the Saturday half-holiday has refreshed
them, and there is ample time on the Sunday both to attend public worship,
and obtain the rest that they require. Is it that there are no places of worship
at hand? Never were they more abundant. Is it that the Gospel is not
faithfully preached, or not preached to the poor? Never, in all probability,
were preachers of the Gospel more numerous, or the poor more frequently remembered in that preaching. What, then, is the reason? Chiefly,
we believe, indifference to religion, and that indifference fostered and
strengthened by other things, such as pride, drunkenness, influence of the
public-house, infidel and immoral publications, and seats set apart and rented
in churches and chapels. There is pride as to dress-want of sufficiently
good clothing is pleaded as an excuse; and there is pride as to intellect: they
think it is humiliating to be lectured by a preacher. There is drunkennessoh, how many does it keep away !- and the public-house, side by side, indeed,
with the house of God, but deadly hostile to it. There are myriads of infidel
and immoral publications, spreading their subtle poison in thousands of
breasts, and homes, anq families. There is the obnoxious system, so often to
be found, of a few miserably-situated and uncomfortable seats set apart in the
place of public worship for the poor, the rest to be soli or bought at a price
corresponding to their position or convenience. And there is, chief of all, the
natural carelessness of the human heart as to its higher interests, and
inclination to cling to any excuse rather than seriously attend to them.
Nothing, we believe, can effectually change this state of things except the
mighty working of the Holy Spirit, cOllvincing of sin, leading to the
Saviour, infusing an earnest desire into the soul for spiritual food; but
still, might not human agency remove many of the obstacles to which
we have alluded? Kind expostulation, direct and personal appeals to our
working-men, combined with the exhibition of real interest in their
welfare, might, we think, do a great deal; as it is at present, half (if not more
than half) of our valuable machinery for benefiting our working classes is
useless as far as the men are concerned: for the house-to-house visitation of
district visitors, Scripture readers, and ministers of the Gospel, is chiefly
carried. on during the day, when none of the men are to be seen except they
are ill, out of work, or at their meals. This is certainly a mistake; it is of far
more importance to influence the head of a family, than anyone of its members; and, as far as our experience goes, none are more grateful for kindness
shown to them; and none are more worthy of labour bestowed upon them
than our working-men. Night-visiting, indeed, is very self-denying work,
more especially in the darkness, wet, and cold of winter; but self-denial is
sweet when the welfare of immortal souls is concerned, and, when exercised
for the Redeemer's sake, it is abtmdantly rewarded. The late Canon Stowell's
Night-Visiting Society exactly supplied the need that we speak of. And, with
respect to infidel publications, might not more be done to counteract their
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effect by the circulation of pure literature-not merely tracts, which workingmen seem very much to dislike, but attractive literature, combining both instruction and entertainment? Reading Rooms, so much thought of in the
. present day, are, we fear, often a failure in this respect, the working. men,
having the full management of them themselves, select the worst kinds of reading, both as to newspapers, magazines, and books, and reject the best. Instead of supporting such institutions, therefore, by contributions, a far better
way of aiding them is by supplying them gratuitously with really wholesome,
sound literature. And might not something more be done with regard to our
places of worship and the pews? Oould they not be thrown more open to the
working. classes, and the invidious distinctions between the diffel'ent kinds of
seats be removed? A seat may be free, but is it necessary that it should be
marked FREE, in large letters, or be labelled" For the Poor?" Althongh
it may seem an insignificant matter,_ is it not in reality so; and, at any rate,
is it not our duty to avoid "anything" whereby our brother" stumbleth,
or is offended, or is made weak ?"
The Romish Ohurch is still making rapid progress in our country; it seems
to make little difference whether it Liberal or a Oonservative Government is
in power; almost every favour that is asked for by it, is granted. The pernicious bill of which we spoke last month, opening the offices of the Lord
Lieutenant of Ireland and the Lord Ohancellor of England and Ireland, posts
of great influence and importance, to Roma,n Catholics, seems to excite little
surprise, and meets with but feeble opposition; and the same may be said of
two other bills now before Parliament, one permitting them to hold some impOl'tant offices in the hitherto Protestant University of Dublin, the other
paving the way for their obtaining a share of the emoluments and in the
government of the University of Oxford. The Pope's representative, too, in
Ireland, Cardinal Cullen, has presumed to appear in his official capacity and
robes as " Oardinal Archbishop of Dublin" at a state banquet, occupying the
next place of honour to the Lord Lieutenant; and this is actually both sanctioned and excused by the Government! Well may a Protestant paper affirm,
"There does not seem to be any nation so willing to patronize the usurpations and schemes of the Papacy as England in these days--short-sighted,
too much confiding, and too ill-informed England. Multitudes belie,e what
any charlatan tells them as to the meekness, harmlessness, and do,e-like
nature of Romanists and ritualists; and then, when the cheat is disco,ered,
the poor dupes are laughed at for their credulity and folly."
By the time this number of the Gospel Magazine is in the hands of our
readers, the Paris Exhibition will probably have been opened. We are happy
to see in connexion with that exhibition that a very important Christian "ark
is to be carried on by the Bible Society and the Evangelical Alliance. The
former is to have a large stall well supplied with Bibles in almost e,en- language; the latter has erected a hall for religious services capable of aCcommodating 500 persons. It is proposed that in the Hall there shall be preaching not only in English, but in a number of foreign languages, prayer meetings, meetings for evangelical addresses to various classes, and international
conferences. Besides the larger hall, the building contains a smaller room,
which it is proposed to open for friendly Ohristian intercourse. It will be supplied with religious periodicals in different languages, Reports of Missionary
and other Christian Societies of different nations, and similar publications.
Registers also will be provided for the names and addresses of ministers and
other visitors during their stay in Paris, and information supplied relati,e to
the services, &c., of each successive week. Who can estimate the good which
may be effected, with the Divine blessing, by these means? How many a poor
wanderer coming hither for mere earthly pleasure, may obtain unexpectedly
the pearl of great price, and return on his homeward way rejoicing; and how
many a darkened soul, illuminated by the bright light of the glorious Gospel
?f Ohrist, may become the bearer of its glad tidings to distant lands!
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