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STILLNESS.
" Be still, and know that I rtm God."-PsALM xlvi. 10.

'VVE were called very lately to visit a sorely-afflicted, deeply-tried
brother in the Lord and fellow-labourer in the Gospel. He has been
able to preach but twice during the present year; and, as far as we
could judge when we saw him, will yet be debarred for some time to
come from engaging in the best of all services, and in the most blessed
of all labours-that of the sanctuary. Yet even in this state of
things, and with much additional affliction and anxiety in his family,
being just able to leave his bed, he sat calm and peaceful in his
chamber, apparently drinking deeply into the spirit of the blessed
TOPLADY, where he sings : " Sweet to lie passive in His hands,
And know no will but His."

But, among the few remarks which our dear friend, in his weakness
and prostration, was enabled to make, he said, that the Lord, a few
days before, had given him the word," Be still, and know that I am
God;" and, whilst meditating upon it, he saw so much of the Deity
of Christ in the language. He said that for the time it seemed to be
addressed to him so specially as the words of Jesus, as co-equal and
co-eternal with the Father and the ever-blessed Spirit; and that,
consequently, his mind had been the more led forth in adoring
wonder and admiration of His own Divine Person and Mediatorial
work. And, beloved, the contemplation is very blessed, when in the
Person of our adorable Lord, we can behold the Elder Brother, the
Brother born for adversity, the High Priest that can be touched with
the feeling of our infumities, as united to the Godhead, as being
Himself verily, in His own Divine Person, One with God the Father
.
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and One with the Holy Ghost, thus constituting the mystic but evel'blessed Trinity.
Moreover, in connexion with all our trials, afflictions, and sorrows,
there is something so sweet and unspeakably satisfactory in the
thought, that "He took not on Him the nature of angels; but He
took on Him the seed of Abraham. Wherefore in all things it behoved Him to be made like unto His brethren, that He might be a
merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to
make reconciliation for the sins of the people. For in that He Himself hath suffered being tempted, He is able to succour them that are
tempted" (Heb. ii. 16-18). Hence there is such a blessedness
when, under the precious sustaining power of the Holy Ghost, we
are enabled to give heed to His most cheering and encouraging word,
"My soul, wait thou only upon God; for my expectation is from
Him. He only is my Rock and my Salvation: He is my Defence; I
shall not be moved. In God is my salvation and my glory: the rock
of my strength, and my refuge, is in God. Trust in Him at all
times; ye people, pour out your heart before Him: God is a Refuge
for us. Selah" (Psalm lxii. 5-8). Ah, that trust-that going out
of self-that looking off from and above all creatures and creatureresources, simply and entirely to the Lord, and the Lord only! How
significant is that word" only," as expressed no less than four times
in this short but blessed Psalm. But mark, dear reader, it is the
Holy Ghost alone can bring us to this sweetest and most blessed of'
all conditions-this" looking to Jesus"-this" cleaving to the Lord
with purpose of heart." Oh, how blessed was that clinging of the
dear old patriarch, "I will not let Thee go, except Thou bless me."
There was no taking a refusal. Well does the poet say : "I can no denial take, .
Whilst I plead for J eSllS' sake."

Oh, that unbosoming before the Lord! Oh, that "rolling the
burden upon Him!" Oh, that "casting all our care upon Him,"
especially when and where indulged with the sweet conviction, that
"He careth for us,"-a sympathizing and sustaining Lord, who has a
ten thousand fold deeper interest in us than we have even in ourselves
or others. One who" doth not afflict willingly (margin, with all His
heart), nor grieve the children of men;" but hath a wise and loving'
and gracious purpose in all He says and does; and also, with respect
to some of the deepest, darkest, and most mysterious and incomprehensible dealings and dispensations, says: "Be still, and know that
I am God," and" What I do thou knowest not now, but thou shalt
know hereafter."
"Good, when He gives, supremely good,
Nor less when He denies;
E'en crosses, in His sovereign hands,
Are blessings in disguise."

Sure we are that, however dark or complicated or mysterious the
dispensation now, it shall in the issue, not only redound to His glory,
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but eaoh and every dear ohild of God shall declare, "He hath done
(dl things well," even though suoh dispensation may have involved

the outting off of a right arID, or the pluoking out of a right eye.
Yes,
.
" His purposes shall ripen fast,
Unfolding every hour;
The bud may have a bitter taste,
But sweet shall be the flo\l'er.
" Blind unbelief is sure to err,
And scan His work in vain:
God is His own Interpreter,
And He will make it plain."

Reader, we are as sure of these things as we are of our own existenoe. We have not the veriest doubt about their being realized by
the dear ohildren of God, eaoh and all aooording to their various states
and oondition, the Lord beautifully and blessedly adapting suooour
and support and deliveranoe aooording to all their diversified wants
and neoessities. Therefore well again may we sing" Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take,
The clouds ye so much dread
Are big with mercy and shall break
In blessings on your head."

Beloved, there are sundry positions with respeot to "stillness,"
whioh are well worthy our consideration. May the Holy Ghost
graoiously prompt us, and impart savour and unotion to our meditations, at this time!
The first position to which we would direot your thoughts is that
of Israel when encamped by the Red Sea. Tens of thousands of
times as this, Israel's oiroumstances, have been oontemplated and
dilated upon, yet these oiroumstanoes present an ever-oonstant freshness of' meditation. We presume the reason of this is, not only
because the Word of God affords a oontinual fund of material for
thought and reflection, like a fountain perpetually bubbling up and
sending forth its sweet and refreshing waters, but beoause the dear
ohild of God is constantly brought into positions and placed in
oiroumstanoes in whioh to need the very graoe and meroy and love
and power so blossedly vouchsafed to Israel, just as they were
delivered from their long and tyrannizing oaptivity, .and just as they
were entering upon their long and ohequered wanderings through
the wide-spren,d wilderness. Beloved, we often think what a sad, sad
blank would the omission from our Bibles be of all that Israel was,
and of all that the Lord did for and with Israel. Oh, what a key is
thus given us of what we, poor spiritual Israelites, are, on the one
hand, and of what our God is, on the other; and, whilst there is
muoh to humble and admonish, as we oontemplate what Israel was
and what Israel did, yet how muoh is there, at the same time, to
cheer and enoourage, as we likewise oontemplate what our God was,
and what 0111' God did.
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But now observe the Lord's wonderful condescension and amazing
love and mercy, in that He at once directed Israel, through mercy,
what to do, and that He also as mercifully foreshadowed what would
follow, and declared, as the immediate result, that He would he
" honoured upon Pharaoh." In this latter declaration, inasmuch as
the Lord did not say-in what way He would be" honoured," there
was room for the exercise of faitl~,o and, considering all that the Lord
had just previously done for Israel, in the plagues with which He
had visited Egypt, and in the mal'vellous way in which He had at
length, after their four hundred years' captivity, brought Israel forth
from Egypt, there was abundant ground for the exercise of a holy
confidence and a childlike dependence upon God. But, alas! alas!
was this the case with Israel? Dear reader, is it the case with you
and with ourselves? On the contrary, is not the baseness and the
wickedness and the ingratitude and unbelief of our hearts, constantly
displaying itself in the most mal'ked and God-dishonouring manner,
as Israel's again and again was, immediately after some of the most
conspicuous and unquestionable God-wrought deliverances?
The Lord so cleal'ly directed the movements of Israel. "Speak
lmto the children of Israel," said He to Moses, "that they turn and
encamp before Pi-hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea, over against
Baal-zephon: before it shall ye encamp by the sea." The directions
were so plain and explicit: they left not the veriest ground for aftersuspicion or regret as to the steps which they had taken. It was in
nowise as though they had been left at a peradventure or an uncertainty about the Lord's own express will and pleasure. The counsel
was His own. The directions were from Himself. He was the
Prime Mover! Keep this in view, dear reader; and seek, as we pass
on, for like proofs of Divine direction in regard to yourself, in order
that such may be brought to bear upon after-perplexities and subsequent
experiences; so that you may go before the Lord just as J acob did,
with "The Lord which saidst lmto me, Return unto Thy country,
and to thy kindred, and I will deal well with thee. !If !If Thou saidst,
I will surely do thee good." We speak it with the utmost reverence,
when we say, that a dear child of God is enabled, under such circumstances, to place the responsibility of his movements upon the Lord,
whereas, had he chosen for himself, or entered upon a course after
\/1 the dictates of his own carnal mind, as David, for example, did with
respect to the numbering of the people; or Samson, when in regard
to Delilah, he said, "Get her me, for she pleaseth me well;" he might
reasonably expect Fatherly chastisement for such self-will and creahue-indulgence. Not that, even under such circumstances, a poor
sinner, ever liable to err-yea, sure to do so, if left to himselfshould be filled with overmuch sorrow, when he remembers with what
a gracious, pitiful, and ever-meI'ciful Lord he has to do; One who
" knoweth our frame, and remembereth that we are dust;" and One
'vith regard to whom the Psalmist, in the position to which we just
ow adverted, said, "I am in a great strait: let us fall now into the
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hand of the Lord, for His meroies are great; and let me not fall into
the hand of man." Ah, yes, should we be addressing a poor soul
sensible in these respects of wandering and waywardness, oh, let not
such be either dismayed or discouraged because, evil as wantonness
and self-will may be in the abstract-and God forbid that we should
even appear to say aught that should make light of sin, or seem to I
make excuses for or countenance iniquity-yet pity and compassion
and tenderness and forbearance and the renewing and the repeating
of pardon upon pardon, and forgiveness npon forgiveness, is that in I
which our ever-loving and ever-gracious Lord delights. " Return,
thou backsliding Israel, saith the Lord," is His own endearing language, "and I will not cause mine anger to fall upon you: for I am
merciful, saith the Lord [mark the repetition, dear reader] and I will
not keep anger for ever. Only acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou
hast transgressed against the Lord thy God, and hast scattered thy
ways to the strangers under every green tree, and ye have not obeyed
my voice, saith the Lord. Turn, 0 backsliding children, SAITH THE
LORD; for I am married unto you; and I will take you one of a
city, and two of a family, and I will bring you to Zion." Oh, how
precious is this language; how God and Christ-endearing to poor
wayward ones-self-willed ones-poor broken-hearted backsliders.
And do observe, dear reader, if sensible of your own vileness, and
mourning so deeply and continuously over what you have done and
what you feel within as prompting you still to do, what the Lord
further says, by the selfsame prophet Jeremiah, "I have surely heard
Ephraim bemoaning himself thus; Thou hast chastised me,::tnd I was
chastised, as a bullock unaccustomed to the yoke: turn Thou me, and
I shall be turned; for Thou art the Lord my God. Surely after that
I was turned, I repented; and after that I was instructed, I smote
upon my thigh: I was ashamed, yea, even confounded, because I did
bear the reproach of my youth. Is Ephraim my dear son? is he a
pleasant child? for since I spake against him, I do earnestly
remember him still: therefore my bowels are troubled for him; I
will surely have mercy upon him, saith the Lord" (Jer. xxxi.
18-20).
"Ve have a little diverged from the course we were pursuing with
respect to Israel's following the Lord's directions, and J acob's plea
upon the self-same gronnd of having personally done so; but we
could not resist the impulse thus to branch off from that subject,
because we were apprehensive some poor soul would say, "'Ah, that
may be all very well for Israel or for J acob, but supposing either the
one or the other had been guilty of what 1 have been guilty; had
they, in their creature-willism or fleshly determination and defiance,
have fallen as I have fallen, what, alas! th.en?" Now, it was to
meet such a case, and to combat such arguments, that we were
prompted to diverge, and to dwell for a moment upon the pitifulness
and compassion of our God towards His poor erring ones. Moreover,
where is there one of His own dear children that has not been a
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narrow path into his own crooked ways, and to his own fleshly
inclinations and desires? Who, in this respect, can say-dare say"I am clean?" What tender conscience but must fall under that
most sweeping declaration, "Whatsoever is not of faith is sin?"
Where were the least ground whatever for pharisaic pride or creature
self-sufficiency, after such a testimony?
But to return. "And the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh
king of Egypt, and he pursued after the children of Israel: and the
children ot' Israel went out with an high hand. But the Egyptians
pursued after them, all the horses and chariots of Pharaoh, and his
horsemen, and his army, and overtook them encamping by the sea,
beside Pi-hahiroth, before Baal-zephon" (Exod. xiv. 8, 9). The very
place, observe, dear reader, where the Lord had expressly directed that
Israel should encamp; and this at once gives us a key to the fact that
the Lordiit is who from time to time leads His children in certain
paths, and brings them into certain positions, for the self-same purpose
as with respect to Israel, getting honour and glory to His own
blessed and adorable name. And it was for Israel, under the
circumstances, to " be still and know that He was God," to do, as they
were presently told to do-namely: to" stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord." Instead of which, we read, "And when
Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Israel lifted up their eyes, and,
behold, the Egyptians marched after them; and they were sore
afraid: and the children of Israel cried out unto the Lord. And
they said unto Moses, Because there were no graves in Egypt, hast
thou taken us away to die in the wilderness? wherefore hast
thou dealt thus with us, to carry us forth out of Egypt? Is
not this the word that we did tell thee in Egypt, saying, Let
us alone, that we may serve the Egyptians? For it had been
better for us to serve the Egyptians, than that we should die
in the wilderness" (Exod. xiv. 10-12). Ah, how sad was this!
And again, dear reader, we ask, Is not this the guilty part which
you and ourselves are continually acting with respect to our God,
and in connexion with some of His kindest and most gracious
movements? Oh, how base-how cruel-how thankless-how Goddishonouring, after such repeated mercies, and after so recent, so
wonderful a deliverance, to say, "Because there were no graves in
Egypt, hast thou taken us away to die in the wilderness!" Ah, dear
reader, speaking personally and experimentally, we are oftentimes lost
in wonder and amazement, in that the Lord does not "cut us off' as
cumberers of the ground," and consign us at once to the nethermost
hell. Talk of the sin of the worldling, or the conduct of those who
1 pave never tasted His love, seen His hand, heard His voice, why to
our mind it is as nothing compared with the baseness and the vileness
li1nd theill-and-hell-deservings of those who have been adopted by
- Him, pardoned by Him, led by Him, fed by Him, communed with
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by Him, and assured again aud again and again by Him that all
is well and eternally shall be well with them. And yet, after all
and in the face of all, and in spite of all, to be perpetually calling in
question His wisdom and His love and His power and His divine
faithfulness and all-sufficiency. Yea, to be continually misinterpreting
His acts, and placing the worst, the most undeserving and God-dishonouring construction upon both His words and works. Oh, what,
alas! dear self-willed, rebellious reader, should we do, had not the
Lord graciously left upon record what His pity and His tenderness and
forbearance, not only towards the people of Israel:collectively, but more
especially towards His rebel J onahs individually? Oh, how blessed
and how hope-aspiring and fear-assuaging the testimony with respect
to our most gracious and ever-glorious Christ, "Thou has asc6nded
up on high; Thou hast led captivity captive; Thou hast received
gifts for men i yea, for tlte 1'ebelliotts also, that the Lord God might
dwell among them."
.
Here, dear reader, we must for the present leave the subject. God,
of His great mercy, bless it to your soul's edification and comfort, for
Christ's sake.
THE EDITOU.

St: Luke's, Bedminster, March 17, 1871.
THOUGHTS ON GENESIS,~OREATroN.
"In the beginning God crcatea the heavens ana the earth."-GENEsls i. 1.
THE spiritual creation resembles the material in several points. 1st. The
snbject of it is full of darkness in his natural state; nothing but chaos
reigns within. "Their understanding is d~lJ:kened, through the ignorance that is in them" (Eph. iv. 18). And until the Spirit of God moves
upon the heart all remains so. 2nd. The moving of the Spirit produces
light. "Let tl,cre be light, and there was light." . At His Word the
mist disperses from the mind, and we see" men as trees walking i" but
as the day dawns on our souls we come to a more perfect image, and
discover Jesus, the Sun of Righteousness; then we have, 3rd, heat, when
the graces of the Spirit shine forth in love, joy, peace, &c.; and 4th,
fruits appear. But in the material creation, "the earth brought forth
grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree- yielding fruit," before
the sun was created, if we take the work of each day in its proper order;
so I think do some fruits appear in the Ohristian before Ohrist is revealed
in all His effulgence-for is there not the longing desire after Him? A
craving to know more of Him, of whom we may have had but a little
glimpse? "For He satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth the hungry
soul with goodness." And, when the soul is filled with the goodness of
Ohrist, the living principle becomes more active; then, not only do the
fruits of the earth (which I Bhould take as the lowest spiritually), but
the living creatures also appoar. The spirit of the living creature, which
was in the wheels in Ezekiel's vision, is rendered in the margin" the
Spirit of Life," and this it is in the soul which brings forth fruit unto
God. As also in the first creation, the day was divided from the night,
so also in the llew creation, there is the morning and evening time.
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'Vhen Ohrist the Sun of Righteousness rises upon our souls, wo bask in
His beams, and exclaim"Sun of my soul, Thou Saviour deal',
It is not night if thou be neat;
0, let no earthborn cloud arise,
To hide Thee from Thy servant's eyes."
But there are times when the Sun hides His face, "and the days of darkness are many." How sweet at such times, when the promise is applied,
"At evening time there s7tall be ligld." Yes," the lesser light shall rule
the night." Always enough to uphold us in our way. "The path of
the just is as a shining light, which smneth more and more unto the
perfect day."
"And God saw everything that He had made, and, behold, it was
very good." And does He not look upon the .perfect work wrought out
by His dear Son, and is well pleased? Yea, and views His ransomed
ones as perfect and complete in Him. "I in them, and Thou in Me,
that they may be perfect in One."
And, though all God's work in creation, even when looked upon by
His holy eyes, was pronounced very good, with how much greater satisfaction must He look upon His work of redemption, those out of the
wl'eck that sin has made, r~stored to His free unmerited favour.
'rV.

THE OTHER SIDE.
WE dwell this side of Jordan stream, The other side! its shore so bright
Yet oft there comes a shining beam
Is radiant with the golden light
Across from yonder shore;
Of Zion's city fair;
Whilst visions of a holy throng,
And many dear ones gone before
Already tread the happy shore:
And sound of h~rp and seraph song
Seem genUy wafted o'er.
We seem to see them there.
The other side! ah, there's the place
The other side! oh, cheering sightWhere saints injoypasttimes retrace, In cloudless, everlasting light,
And think of trials gone.
For me a loved One waits;
The veil withdrawn,-they clearly see Over the stream He calls to meThat all on earth had need to be
" Fear not, I am thy Guide to bc,
To bring them safely home.
Up to the pearly gates."
. The other side! no sin is there
The other side! the other side!
To stain the robes those blest ones wear, Who would not brave the swelling tide
. Made white in Jesus' blood;
Of earthly toil and care,
No cry of grief, no voice of woe,
To wake one day, when life is past,
To mar the peace their spirits know- Over·the stream, at home at la8t,*
Their constant peace with God.
With all the blest ones there?
TRUE and living faith is a tree full of fruit~a sea that pours itself into
many thousand streams of good works. Although good works cannot
justify or save us, yet we cannot be saved without them, because the
righteousness of Ohrist entirely penetrates and pervades our being, as
water does the sponge.
'" At home at last, dedI' reader.

1\I[11'!c thi~.-EIJ.
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.CHRIST AND THE CHRISTIAN IN THE WORLD.
<' I pray not that Thou s7wuldest take them out of the world, but that Thou
shouldest keep tlwm from the evil." - JOIIN xvii. Hi.
WHERE we think the value of true religion is so especially felt is in the
,world-we mean, where a man sinks day by day up to his neck in its
business care, and yet in the midst of all Jesus, is realized to be near and
-dear-such an one must attend to th8 necessary duties thereof; indeed,
in the present day, he must do so fully and completely, or he will be
pushed aside as a useless cumberer of the ground. Now, for such to be
able to reason- Well, here I am where the providence of God has placed
me ; I must work for the bread that perisheth; I must labour for my own
.and family's sake: but, in the midst of all, if Death should overtake me
suddenly, if his grim hand stops me in my career, and his voice bids me.
-cease from my toil and prepare for eternity, to respond, All right, friendfor friend thou art-I am ready for the summons; my Refuge is my Lord
Christ; He has never failed me in life, and I believe He will not now.
If you want me, I lay down my oars cheerfully: my little craft, 'tis true,
has had a rough voyage, but the Captain of my salvation is at the helm,
.and will bring me through the last billows as well as the first, and guide
me safely into the haven of rest. This is my confidence; but, if othel'wise,
and it is the will of my God not to take me out of the world yet, my ccinoolation is, that where I am and where I shall have yet to go, Jesus has
been before me, and that where I am, and shall yet be, Jesus will be with
me in fulfilment of His own promise ere He left this earth, Cl Lo, I am with
thee always "-with thee, not in shadow, as some would have us to believe,
but in substance-with thee, not merely theoretically or visionary, but positively, spiritually, and really. Christ and the Christian ,together in the
world,-sweet thought! I have a Friend ever with me. This should reconcile me to all I meet with by the way.
Now, in order to prepare the Lord Jesus Christ for this future fellowship and companionship with His own (we write it with the deepest reverence), Christ not merely inhab£ted a body like ours, but l£vea a life l2'ke ours.
He went about among men, as we are obliged to; hence we find Him attending a marriage, visiting the sick, going into the temple, sailing in a
ship with His disciples, talking with one sitting at the receipt of custom,
joining at meat with publicans and sinners, in the midst of the throng in
the streets; going about the cities and villages, walking through the cornfields,sitting by the seaside-in fact, doing as we do in every-day experience.
So that we learn that
Christ is witlb the Christian in Ms constant toil and care.-The carpenter's
Son sympathizes with him in his lot in life. His lot may be felt to be
peculiarly hard and singular. There are some Christians exceedingly
tried as to their particular calling; they feel that they have so much to
endure in connexion with their business that is contrary to their feelings
as children of God, that the exercises of their souls are deep in consequence.
Sometimes it is put to them, "We cannot think how you, as a Christian,
can remain in that position. " Well, it is a trial, and yet it is not one
that we may not take to Christ; our own opinion in such a trial is, that
p
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the best course is to be patient, and watch the Lord's will. If He meanS'
to take us out of it, He will dose the- door behind us, and open anothelfor us to enter; and, if He does not do this as quickly as we desire, ourwise course is not to run before Him, but still to watch and wait. Wehave seen disaster and deep distress consequent upon taking a step in
self-determinatio~ and, even with regard to some other business different
to thine own, and which may be calculated upon as far preferable, if you
come in contact with one who has experience of its bearings, you may
generally find they, too, have to tell of things they have to endure farfrom congenial to flesh and blood; that, after all, the wisest course is towait the Lord's will in the matter. It is time enough to move when thecloud' moves. Then, again, upon this matter a general feeling with
Christians (especially when they have first realized tho joyful dawnings.
of the new life) is an earnest desire to enter he ministr . but, great and;
glorious as this work is, it is ofttimes far from smootllsailing, and those'
I who have had experience in it have to tell of the burden of the VVord ,_
of heart-burnings and heart-bickerings, of the instability of friends, and
( a host of other adverse things, hard, very hard, to bear.
Well, then, whatever my lot is-however it may be accompanied with
that which is painful and unpleasant to my feelings-Jesus knows all.
He is with me, taking- ~ deAp interest in all that causes me anxiety, and
that, too, not merely with the momel1tous things of life, but the most
minute. "Are not five sparrows sold for two farthings, and not one
of them is forgotten before God? But even the very hairs of your head are
all ,numbered. Fear not therefore: ye are of more value than many
sparrows." Again:
Jesus £s w£th the Ohr£stian in Ms da£ly struggles fM' the bread that:
perisheth.-" Ah, but," some may say, "Christ never passed through the
pecuniary difficulties that I do; He was never straitened in circumstances
as I am.'" Why not? When He was hungered, was it not because He
needed the bread that perisheth? when He was thirsty, was He not.
glad to beg a draught of water of the woman of Samaria? And think
you not that He endured, as the carpenter's Son, privations equal, and,
indeed, far surpassing yours? Depend upon it, there is not a circumstance
that you have to pass through, but what He has been there before you,
and is now with you in it ready to help.
" I have no jr£ena to back me," we heard one Christian saying to another.
Ah, we thought, thou art forgetting the best of all friends, who hath
delivered and will deliver; and who is not merely at thy back, but on aJl
.Jlid of thee. And then- /'
The Lord t's wdl~ the Ohr£stian as Ms secret source of consola#on.-I pray
you mark a passage of Scripture, which, to my mind, is full of deep comfort, and possibly not often referred to-Isaiah vi. 13. It is written, "As
a teil tree, and as an oak, whose &ubstanc6 £s £n tlwm, when they cast their
leaves: so the holy seed shall be the substance thereof." And I believe
that holy seed is Christ in you the hope of glory. He is the substance
in them; the leaves of joy may fall; it may be winter with the soul; and
to all outward appearances there may be apparent decay-but the substance is witMn. Christ cannot be destroyed. This is a sweet secret in
connexion with Divine things; and this substance within will show itself
[ in constant fellowship with Jesus. How precious it is, in the midst of the
din and bustle of business, to realize Jesus present-to feel that the Lord
compasseth us about-and to commune with God from off the mercy-
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seat, when the circumstances by which we are surrounded would seem
anything but favourable to such intercourse. Yet so it is: the Lord's
dear people walk and talk with Him, who is invisible; and such joy
forms a secret source of consolation that the world can neither give nor
take away. The substance is within them, and the holy seed is the
substance thereof. And furtherThe Elder Brother is with the Chr£st£an in domest£c life.-Those who have
travelled in the Holy Land have been struck with the homely and com~
mon-place character of the scenes of those sacred events recorded in the
Scriptures. Jesus came in contact with the most ordinary events of daily
life. And, to our mind, one of the most touching narratives of the Bible
is His visit to Martha and Mary, in their cottage home at Bethany. How
natural and common is the case of Martha busying herself overmuch
about her domestic affairs, and calling forth the gentle rebuke of her
Saviour !-while Mary sat at His feet, drinking in every word that fell
from His gracious lips. Beloved, Jesus is with thee in thy cottage home
or abode, however humble; and He is telling thee not to be overfettered with external activities, to the depriving thy soul of heavenly
joys. Still He knows our infirmities, and that ofttimes the pressure is so
great that it becomes a daily cross; but we are satisfied of this, that every
Christian must have a cross of some kind-we never met with one that is
exempt-sometimes (nay, we fear very often) we attempt to carry it ourselves, and go on murmuring and mourning in consequence. But, when
this is the case, we forget that the b);U'den ~eare!- is near, and has said,
" Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and He snaIl sustain thee." He is
with thee, dear one, burdened by domestic care; do not be afraid to cast
aside thy overmuch care, to drink in the communications of His love and
favour. AgainChrist is with the Christian in the different relationships of life.-When on
earth, we find Him manifesting the most tender regard for the widow.
What can be more touching than the scene at the gate of the city of
N ain? "Behold, there was a dead man carried out, the only son of his
mother, and she was a widow: and much people of'the city was with her."
Here was a poor affiicted and heart-broken widow, following her earthly
all to the grave. The much people could only sympathize with her, but
they could not help her in her distress; but, when the Lord saw her, "He
had compassion on her, and said unto her, Weep not! And He came
and touched the bier: and they that bare him stood still. And He said,
Young man, I say unto thee, Arise. And he that was dead sat up,
and began to speak. And He delivered him to .his mother." Dear
widow (if such should be reading our thoughts), Jesus is with thee now.
You may not see Him as the widow of Nain was privileged to, but
He is near, and will cause thy heart to sing for joy. The sheaf in
the field of His providence is for thee, and He will never suffer thee to
want. And His disciples, catching the spirit of their Lord, were so concerned because their widows were neglected in the daily ministrations, that
they looked out for seven men of honest repute, full of the Holy Ghost,
whom they appointed to take care of the widows. Oh, fear not; your
position and all that concerns you is well known to Him, and He is
specially near thee in thy loneliness. And so with regard to every other
relationship of life, He is the near and dear" Friend that sticketh closer
than a b· ther." So, also,
The Lord esus is w~'th tIle Christian in eVM'!! trial by the way.-What
p 2
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should we do without this precious Companion of our souls--fur every
Christian has his or her special pressure-when the case is of that character that it can only be taken to Jesus? Friends, however deal', care
not to listen to our complaint, and, if they do, have often no power to llclp
us; but Jesus can, and will, marvellously and mercifully: "Said I !lot
unto thee, If thou wouldst believe, thou shouldest sce the glory of
God?" And so we do, again and again, in wonderful deliverances, upliftings, and resurrections, such as none but Jesus could work. This is what
we call Christ and the Christian in the world-knowing Him and trusting
Him concerning the cares and trials by the way, and believing that He
will work all for us when we roll our burden upon Him. AgainJesus £s witl! the Cll1'£st£an to keep him £n tlte hour of tcmptation.-We are
in an enemy's country, and we are not ignorant of his devices. The
. tempter makes it necessary for us to keep on t};te whole armour of God;
but, though he thrusts hard and sore, he shall not prevail, for it is written:.
. ." If a good man fall, yet shall he not be utterly cast down, for the Lord
upholdeth him with His hand."
Let a temptation present itself, and the Christian looks up to Jesus and
cries, "Now, Lord, help; now, Lord, give grace, that r may not dishonour Thy holy name j now, Lord, I have no strength of my own to resist
this temptation; be thou my Refuge and Strength." And, flying thus to
Jesus, the Spirit of Jesus, the blessed Remembrancer, reminds him of a
covenant promise, or some precious portion with which to meet Satan,
and with the Word of God he beats back the enemy, and comes out of
the strife more than conqueror. This is the way Christ keeps His own in
the hour of temptation-sympathizing with them, succouring them, and
saving them, that they may glorify His name; and thenThe Saviottr is with the Christian in tl!e storms of life.-" And there arose
a great storm of wind and waves, and beat into the ship, so that it was
now full." And where was Jesus in this time of dangerto His disciples?
He was" in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow." Was He
unconcerned then? Nay, when they awoke Him with the cry, "Master,
carest thou not that we perish?" He " arose, and rebuked the wind, and
said unto the. sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a
great calm." And is not the same mighty Deliverer at hand? Will He
ever suffer one of His little ones to perish 'midst the struggles and storms
of life? No, never!
But what we want 'midst those storms is more faith. "Oh, thou of
little faith," said our Lord, "wherefore didst thou doubt?" What poor
trembling things we are! Although the Lord has steered us over many
a billow, and upheld us in many a depth, yet are we faint-hearted and
fearful. Lord, increase our faith, and let it be of that charact.er as
expressed in the lines" Almighty faith the promise sees,
And trusts in Ohrist alone;
Laughs at impossibilities,
And says it shall be done I"
But we observe, further,Cl,rist £s wdl. tl!e Christian in the dying ltOur.-The Elder Brother, when
He came to die, felt what His brethren feel when they come to the same
solemn period. I,et us try to show this fact. When on the cross He
uttered the astounding cry, "My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken
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me?" would not carnal reason have thought He would have met death
more heroically than this? He who had all power given Him on earth,
might it not have been supposed that He would die in triumph? Others'
have. Enoch, walking with God, was taken home. Elijah departed in a
blaze of glory. Stephen saw the heavens opened just before his entrance'
therein. Paul exclaimed joyfully, "I have fought a good fight, I have
finished my course; henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of glory."
And many a saint has breathed out his life with calmness, and many a
martyr has met 'a cruel death exultingly. How is it that Jesus, when
He bad to meet death, cried, "My God, my God, why nast Thou forsaken:
me ?" We think chiefly because the Father had hidden His face from
Him at the time, that He might be made an offering for sin, and feel to'
the full the weight thereof, as the Surety and Substitute of His people;
but we would suggest whether there was not a further purpose in it,
namely, that He might be touched with the feelings of the infirmities of
His people-not merely in life and through life, but in death. Hence can
we say to the dying Christian, What, does thy faith fail thee? Dost
thou fear? So did Jesus. He has been in the self-same spot before
thee. And, lastly,
The Redeemer- leads the Chr-lstian to tlM glories of the world above.-This
brings out the char,acter of our Lord as the Forerunner who has paced thQ;
way bofore His people, paved every step with love, and perfumed thegrave by the passage of His own precious body through it;. and now,_
thongh He remains the ascended Head of His Church and people, havingentered first within the veil for them,
" Yet, 'midst the honours of His throne,
He joys not for Himself alone;
His meanest servants share their part,
Share in that royal tender heart."
And, in proof of this, mark, His own glory is inter-woven with tAeir safety.
"All mine are Thine, and Thine are mine, and I am glorified in them."
And to this end He will watch over His own through their pilgrimage,
till He perfects His will concerning them, to bring them within the precincts of the New Jerusalem, that they may behold His glory. Has He,
then, passed through the pearly gates? So will they. Has the Shepherd
gOlle into the fold? He is calling His sheep one by one to follow Him.
Has the Bridegroom taken His seat at the marriage supper? He is
bidding His guests fall into the bridal train; and, when all are assembled,
He will show them the fulness of His beauty, house, and home, and so
shall they ever be with the Lord.
And now, having seen how Christ is in the world with the Christian in
his constant toil-in his daily struggles for the bread that perisheth; as a
secret source of consolation; in domestic care; in the different relationships of life; in every trial by'the way; at all times and temptations;
amidst the storms of life; in the dying hour-nor will He leave him till
He leads him into the glories of the world above-how it brings out the
preciousness and. beauty of His prayer to the Father: "I pray not that
Thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that Thou shouldest keep
tlJ.em from the evil!" Why, the"world is the great school where they are
to learn so much of Christ! To be taken out of the world quickly may
be to spare us much that is not congenial to flesh and blood; but to
keep us in it as long as the Lord pleases, is to give us wondrous views of
His love and mercy. vVe know that many have a \Vay of putting another
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construction upon these words, and think we are kept in the world to do a
great work for Christ; but, we must confess, with this view we should be
among the self-condemned, for we cannot find out the work we can do that
is worth a feather in the scale. We rather love to think that He keops
us here to work in us of His own will and pleasure; and we know, also,
that, while Jesus prays not that they should be taken out of the world,
but kept from the evil, there are many who, in the spirit of impatience,
are praying for themselves that they may be taken home. Their language
is, " Oh, that I had wings like a dove, for then would I flyaway and be
at rest."
.If the Christian is in health, this is wrong. There are some circumstances into which he is brought that we believe it is perfectly excusable;
for instance, a letter is just placed in my hands, where the writer, referring to a dear saint of God who has had another attack of paralysis,
. states, "his constant prayer is, that the Lord wQuld take him home. He
. has a full assurance of faith, and not the shadow of a doubt has been
permitted to cross his mind." The fact is, this dear Christian is ripe for
glory, and the prayer is but a preface to the joy he will soon attain; but
it is another matter where the Christian in health gets tired of life, and,
in the spirit of selfishness, asks the Lord to take him home before He has
prepared him for that home. Depend upon it, when our Lord says, "I
pray not," it is for us to say, " So be it, 0 Lord. I pray not too upon
this matter." But the preciousness and graciousness of our Lord's appeal
to the Father is specially s~en in the words-" That Thou shouldest keep
them from the evil." Oh, what a mercy! And what a blessed keeping
., it is! Herein is the secret of our fixedness of heart on Divine things,
; and our not being permitted to dishonour Ris blessed name. " Kept
from the evil of the world:" that is to say, kept from all that would really
harm the soul-not kept from afflictions, which are not evils, but blessings
in disguise; nor yet kept from persecution, which drives one home closer
to Christ, but preserved from the corruption and dominion of sin; sanctified by God as vessels of mercy for His own use; kept for the kingdom;
held for heaven; "purified and made meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light." "Who hath delivered us from the power
of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of Ris dear Son."
I' Oh, friends, what a mercy! And to think that Christ is with us in the
.~world, keeping us from the evil thereof, while at the same time Re is
\}giving us that necessary discipline which shall prepare us to live with
,IRim for ever! Let this thought cheer thee, dear reader.
An old Lutheran hymn, quaint in style, but precious in truth, expresses
our feelings upon this point : "My Christ with me in every place,
Firmly does the promise stand;
On land or sea, with present grace,
Still to aid us near at hand.
If you ask, "Who is with thee P"
Christ is here-my Christ-with me.
" No depth nor prison, nor the grave,
Can exclude Him from His own;
His cheering presence still I have,
If in crowds, 01' all alone.
In whatever state I be,
Everywhere is Christ with me.
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"In life and death, with Christ so near,
Every battle I shall winShall boldly press through dangers near,
'Triumph over every sin!
'What!' you say, 'a victor be ?'
No, not I, but Christ in me."
G.C.

Woodbury, 7Vansteaa.

THE GOOD BISHOP.
are several hamlets belonging to the village of Alet, which are
both remote and difficult of access. A poor woman, who was exceedingly
ill,desired her husband to go to the curate, and request him to come and
.administer the sacrament immediately. It was very late in the evening
and quite dark. As the roads were, besides, covered with snow and
€xceedingly dangerous, the curate did not like to go at such an houT.
"' My good friend," said he, ," perhaps your wife may not bl:l so ill as you
:imagine. You see the weather'; besides, at this late hour, consider th~
imminent danger of falling over the precipices. I will wait on your wife
early to-morrow, but it is out of the question to-night." The paor man.,
.almost in despair, ran to the episcopal palace, and stated his case. M.
d' Alet was gone to bed. He, however, immediately rose. On looking
-out of th.e window, and seeing that the weather was really bad, he ordered
torches to be lighted, and prepared to go himself. The grand vicar,
astonished, asked if he had not better order the curate to go, and do what
was in fact his duty. " No," said the Bishop, "not for this once; a Bishop,
.a Christian overseer at the head of his flock, ~ike Cmsar at the head of
his legions, should, if he mean to succeed, oftener say Venite (come) than
Ite (go)." The Bishop possesses a very happy way of explaining himseH
in a few words. A person who had long practised many austerities,
without finding any comfort or change of heart, was once complaining to
the Bishop: "Alas!" said he, "self-will and self-righteousness follow
m.e everywhere; only tell me where you think I shall learn to leave se1£.
Will it be in discipline, in study, in prayer, or in good works 1'-"
"I
think," replied the prelate, "that the place where you will lose self will
be that where you will find your Saviour." Another person, pleading in
behalf of uniting worldly acquaintance with religious profession, said,
"Believers are called to be the salt of the earth." "Yes," said M.
,d'Alet, "and yet, if salt be cast into the ocean from whence it was
originally drawn, it will melt away and vanish entirely." A person once
€xcusing his non-attendance at public worship by pleading the disagreeable appearance and manner of the minister-" Let us look more at om:
,saviour, and less at the instruments," said M. d' Alet; "Elijah was as
well nourished when the bread from heaven was brought by a raven, as
Ishmael, when the spring of water was revealed to him by an angel.
Whether, then, we are fed immediately from God, as the Israelites, with
manna in the wilderness, or by the glorious instrumentality of those who
may seem to us as angels, or by the base one of those who seem to
us contemptible, let us be content and thankful, if they are appointed
of God, and if it be the bread and water of life they bring."-Tour to
A let.
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- NOTES OF A SERMON.
THE REY. R. CORNALL, ~LA., YICAR OF EMMANUEL CHURCH, BRISTOL.
"Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we
shall be: but we know that, when He shall appear, we shalt be hke Him: for we
shall see Him as He is."-l JOHN iii. 2.
GOD'S called people were by nature children of wrath, even as those who
are left,· oi AOl7rol (Eph. ii. 2). They are now, by special grace, the children
of God; and, as surely as they are now God's children, they sh(lll be hereafter for ever "like" J asus.
Looking back upon what we were, may well 'excite surprise and gratitude on the discovery of what we are, and what soon and for ever we
shall be. ConsiderI. What we "now" are. "The sons of God!" Not only servants, or
even friends merely, but SONS. We were (1) born sons; not indeed
naturally, "not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of
man, but of God." "Being born again by the Word of God, which
liveth and abideth for ever."
We are (2) educated as sons. We are taught, as Dr. Hewlett has well
said, to "read, write, and reckon "-to "read our title clear to mansions
in the skies;" to write or "subscribe with the hand unto the Lord" (Isa.
xliv. 5); to "reekon ourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto
God;" to "reekon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy
to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us." Moreover,
we are educated in lessons of patience, faith, and submission by meaD.8
of a Father's loving correction. "No chastisement" indeed "for the
present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous ;"-hard for human nature to
endure; "nevertheless, afterwards," in its full and final result, "it
yieldeth the peaceable fruits of righteousness to them that are exercised
thereby." And thus we are desired to occupy the highest position under
the Lord; He giv~s His children the best and the highest education.
(3) As sons, we have given us a right and title to the unfading and
eternal inheritance. We are joint heirs with Christ. He is ours, we are
His; and, because of this, "ALL THINGS ARE OURS." Hence, as sons of
God, we shall never lack a Father's love, a Father's provision, and a
Father's protection. Consider11. What we shall be-" LIKE HIM!" This, however, "doth not yet"
fully" appear." "Verily Thou art a God that hidest Thyself." God's
purposes appear to be that the revelation of His love shall be unfoldeil
by degrees. Past dispensations are an illustration of this. And so, on
this principle, that which doth not yet appear will plainly appear in due
time. And, therefore, in the mean time, we are commanded to "walk by
faith, not by sight." When Christ shall appear-shall be personally
revealed from heaven-then, in a moment, in the tWinkling of an eye,
the spiritual and physical metamorphosis will be complete.
It is important to notice that by this change our bodies will not undergo
essential alteration; but rather an entire purification and glorification.
There will be also a wonderful development, like that of the beautiful
insect, once a worm, which bursts from its chrysalis with vastly higher
BY
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instincts, and vastly greater powers of locomotion and enjoyment. Here
we are in our infancy: when Christ shall appear we shall attain our full manhood.
Christ's raised body is the model, and hence we may even now know
something of what we shall be by considering what is said about the
resurrection body of Christ.
There will then be bodily conformation to Christ (Rom. vi. 5; 1 Cor. xv.
49; Phil. ill. 21). This physical conformation is nnt to be understood, I
apprehend, of the physical features of the sons of God, but of identity in
glory. As with Christ, the marks of individual identity will still be
preserved. And this will plainly appear from the fact that Christ's body,
after His resurrecti.on, could be fully recognized as the same body that
had been crucified.
"This same Jesus hath God raised up." The
unbelief of Thomas helped to settle this point, for Christ appealed to the
sense of sight and feeling when He said, "Handle me, and see,. for a spirit
hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have." To convince the disciples still more of His physical identity, He even ate and drank with
them. In fact, the very identification of Christ-His sameness in person
and appearance-was necessary as a proof of His actual resurrection;
for how could the disciples prove that their Master had risen except by
an appeal to the empty tomb, and to the fact that He appeared alive
among them with all the marks of the nails, as well as with all the marks
of personal identity?
But how was it that Mary Magdalene di.d not know Him when He first
appeared to her? For the plain and obvious reason that it was early in
the morning, while it was yet dark (John xx. 1). She could not clearly
see Him. Seeing some one dimly in the dark, she at once concluded that.
it was the gardener, and turned away from Him. How, then, did sh6
afterwards recognize Jesus? Simply by means of His vm'ce. Jesus said,
" Mary !" That was enough. There could be no mistake about the
fact that it was Jesus. She threw herself in raptures at His feet. Hence
we learn that the very voice of the glorified will preserve its identity.
The two disciples on their way to Emmaus in company with Jesus did
not know Him, for the reason stated, that their eyes were holden. No
sooner was this power over vision removed, than they knew Rim. No
argument can be alleged against the reality of His bodily presence on
that occasion, on the ground that He is said to have become invisibl6"l
(Cl<pavTo!: f.yEVET()); for this power was exercised before His resurrection.
(See Luke iv. 30, John viii. 59).
Then, was Christ's raised body mater1~al? Undoubtedly. Christ's own
words are conclusive on this point. " Handle me, and see; for a spirit
hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have." There is no mention of
the blood, for that had been shed. But will not the resurrection body be
a spiritual body? No doubt; but that will not be something ethereal and
intangible; for though "spiritual," it will still be a'" body." By a
spiritual body it appears to me we are to understand an incorruptible
body, inhabited and controlled by a pure spirit. It is put in contrast
with the natural body, or, as it might be rendered more expressively, the
"animal body" (uwJla lf1JX"WI/, 1 Cor. xv. 44). The animaliiy of the
body-its evil passions and affections-will be destroyed, and the body
will be wholly subordinate to the spirit, permeated and spiritualized by
the higher nature. So, then, a spiritual body will be a material body
. glorified, like the body of Ohrist.
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But how did Christ enter the upper room, in which the disciples were
assembled, when the doors were shut? They were shut, we are told, for
fear of the Jews; but this does not forbid the conclusion that Christ let
Himself in by one of the doors. The materiality of His body would
naturally require this inference. This inference appears to be confirmed
by the following analogy,-that it was as necessary that one of the doors
,should be opened to let Christ in as it was necessary that the stone should
be rolled away from the sepulchre to let Christ out.
In conclusion, it is important to notice that bodily conformation to
Christ will be impossible without first a moral or spiritual conformation.
Man was created in God's image and likeness. By the fall the moral
image was lost. By the new creation that image is restored (Rom.
viii. 29). Holiness must become congenial. It must be our element as
truly as the air is the element of the bird, or the water the element of
the fish. Hence believers are to be separate from the unclean; to come
,out from the world; net to be unequally yoked with unbelievers; to
have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness. "A man is
known by the company he keeps." "He that walketh with wise mep.
shall be wise, but a companion of fools shall be destroyed." "I am tt
,companion of them that fear God and keep His commandments." I£~this
be practically true of us, it may with confidence be said that when we
:shall depart out of this world, though we shall change our place, we
.certainly shall not change our company, for, having walked with God
below, we shall continue to walk with Him above. Then, indeed, we
-shall be satisfied when we wake up in the Divine likeness. Then with
.Jesus, and being morally, spiritually, and physically "LIKE Hm," our
joy will be for ever full.
P.S.-It would appear that the glorified body will have the power of
becoming invisible, of sometimes altering even its form, with vastly
:greater powers of locomotion. See Luke xxiv. 21, Mark xvi. 12, John
xx. 17, 1 Thess.iv.I7.
SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON.
BY THE REV.

;T.

A. WALLING ER.

" By faith Noah, being warnecl of God of things nut seen as yet, 'fIwved with
fear, prepared an at,k to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned thtJ
.world, and became }!f}ir of the righteousness which i.~ by faith."-HEB. xi. 7.
'THIS chapter is a display of the faith of God's elect-the faith the elect
must have-and therefore is an heirloom of the family, and the family
must have all that belongs to them. And this is the main thing that
:belongs to them, "the faith C'f God's elect." Now, the Apostle Paul gives
:you a whole chapter about this faith, to show you the difference between
the faith of God's elect and the devil's faith, the faith of the family of
'God and tbe world at large, who profess to have faith. St. J ames tells
us "the devils believe and tremble." But the faith of God's elect has
this distinction: it ta:kes away trembling, for there is "peace and joy in
believing." Perfect love, the fruit of faith, casts out fear. Faith that
worketh by love, which is the faith of God's elect, casts out this trembling,
and, by shedding abroad the love of God, casts out fear, and brings in
that lasting grace of love which abides when faith and hope are needed
no more; when we shall know as we are known, and love as we are
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·loved. The Apostle, in this chapter, describes the nature of this faith,
:and tells you it is an operative principle-for all instances recorded here
show you the great things faith did and faith suffered-not a floating
notion in the brain, but an active, influential power in the heart. Oh!
nothing is done in you yet, if God has not touched your heart. The faith
-of God's elect is a faith of the heart, and will enable you to do and suffer
for Ohrist. If God has not killed your self-strength, your self-dependence; if He has not broken up your peace, brought you to cry for
mercy, touched your heart, and made you a feeling sinner, depend upon it
you have not got God's religion the faith of God's elect, which is a faith
()f the heart.
In our text we have a particular instance brought before us of faith, as
~xhibited in the history and peculiar circumstances of N oah.
He was a
preacher of righteousness, a man of God, the possessor of the faith of
God's elect; therefore we will turn to Gen. vi., where his faith is recorded
in his history. And, as I like to deal simply with my subject, I will put
this before you in a simple form, asI. N oah and his warning.
Il. Noah and his fear.
Ill. Noah building the ark.
IV. Noah's condemnation of the world.
V. Noah's heirship.
Now, these five particulars I will enlarge upon as time permits; and,
I. Noah's warning. Noah, being warned of God, built an ark. When
God works faith, He begins with warning. God begins with convictionwork-with humbling. True faith is always accompanied with warning.
Where is there a believing soul amongst you? There is a warned soul.
Warning belongs to the faith of God's elect. Man's warnings will not
do. Noah was warned of God, and see what this sprang out of
(Gen. vi. 8) : "Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord." A soul that
finds gr~ce shall be warned of God sooner or later. We read thus God
dealt with His Israel of old, for they found grace in the wilderness, when
God caused him to rest. This is a favour that belongs to Israel, and is
not shown to the world. Where are the people that have fonnd grace in
the wilderness? These are the people who have been warned, and
warned because they have found grace in the eyes of the Lord. Ay,
Israel now are like Israel of old. God goes forth to cause him to nist,
and He begins with warning, and then the soul begins to walk with God.
You must find grace in the wilderness before you will be found walking with
God. Have you found grace ?-grace that humbles, subdues, pardons,
justifies, sanctifies? If you have, it began with warning. God whispers an
alarm in the conscience; He does by the soul as He did by N oah, for we
read, "And God said untp N oah, 'rhe end of all flesh is before me, for
the earth is filled with violence through them; behold, I will destroy
them with the earth." You know the Word says, "A prudent man
foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself: but the simple pass on, and are
punished." But Noah cannot perish. God had decreed to save Noah,
and had prepared the means to accomplish His end. Not one of God's
elect shall perish; and the means God has provided, as well as the endan Ark of safety wherein they shall be hid. So said David: "Thou art
illy Hiding-place." God's people are hid in Ohrist, the antitypical Ark,
beyond the reach of Satan and hell; thence the work of grace is to give
you to see' and know that you are hid in the clefts of that Rock, Ohrist;
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and "when He who is your life shall appear, you also shall appear'
with Him in glory." Now, God whispered his warning to Noah, and:
instructed him to build the ark; what God tells his servants in the'
ear they must proclaim upon the housetop. But man rejects it.
The Lord warns, but man will not believe it till the word is sent home
to the heart by Divine power, and then it shall take effect. Look at the
contrast here; the beasts took the warning, man did not. N oah did not
fetch the animals; they came under a Divine power, impelled by God,
because warned of Him. They went into the ark, they were not driven,
not fetched; but came as if they believed what man despised. What a
hardened being is man! in what praotical unbelief he lives of all that
God declares! He loves the world that God says shall perish, and he
with it, if he dies in love with it. If you were told a fire was under your
house that would consume it, would you stay there and think nothing 0]
your danger? If you did do so, what would that be but a confession you
did not believe a word that was told you of your danger? My office
to-night seems to warn sinners of their danger. '1'he world you live in
will be d.estroyed, and you with it, unless you are called by grace out of
it. You will be eternally lost unless the Lord warns you of your danger,
and makes you to flee from the wrath to come. Yet how often has all
this been sounded in your ears without effect! Some with only a name
to live while you are dead; never made a Christian by the work of theSpirit upon your heart; never convinced of sin, never cried for mercy,
and thence never found mercy. Oh, to die so, how awful! Death comes
and finds you thus, and then you are lost-lost for ever! Ay, and there
are hypocrites among you-no better~that put on a fair face, and make
a show of religion, but whose heart is not right in the sight of God; such
shall share in the general ruin. Death will find them in an outside profession, and they too will go down into hell. Where are those among you
that have taken the warning, that have fled to Christ for refuge, and
whose language and feeling is, "None but Christ!" whose desires are
toward Eis name, and that because His desires are toward you? He
has loved you with an everlasting love, therefore with loving-kindness
has drawn you; brokEn your proud heart, subdued your self-will, and
brought you like a little child to His feet; and all of free sovereign,
distinguishing, unmerited grace, all to bring you into communion with
Himself. I hope some of you can see these things belong to you, and so
realize you have been warned, and therefore called out of the ranks of the
world and from fellowship with worldlings, given a taste and a love for
divine things, and a distaste to the world and all that belongs to it. The
world no longer suits you; its society, its pursuits, are not to your mind
now, because you have found grace. Eis word is hid in your heart, and the
company of the worldling is unsuited to you now. The people of God
are your companions, and your soul is fed by His word; the hidden
manna whereby God feeds your heart. This separates you from the
world, and this makes the company of worldlings distasteful to you; for
you have something they know nothing about. But Noah, as you read,
" was warned of God of things not seen as yet." It might have been a
season of unusual drought, so that although the flood was predicted,
appearances contradicted the prophecy. But what of that to Noah-he
believed God; for" faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen." God speaks, and the soul believes, though
there is nothing to rest upon but the word of the Lord.
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"Ve come now to the second point,.
Noah's fear. The fear of God will always accompany faith. Noah
was "moved with fear" directly he was warned of God. It is the
:same now; God's elect, when warned of God, will be moved by fear;
ihe warning will take effect: and when the soul is moved with fear,
it will begin to walk with God, as you read of another, of whom it
is said, "Enoch walked with God." Now, what was the peculiarity
()f this? "Vas it confined to patriarchal days, when men walked with
God? No; no such thing. Enoch walked with God, just as the
children of God walk with Him now; just as some of you do who
know the Lord, walk in obedience to His word, walk in love, walk in
disunion and separation with the world, walk as a poor ill-and-helldeserving sinner, walk as one who feels his lost and ruined state without
Jesus. Ay, so dependent upon Jesus for His full and complete salvation, that if you never fell into but one sin after you were converted, for
that one sin you must have perished in hell for ever. Now you believe
ihis unless you are a Pharisee, and think yourself a part saviour. You
require a Saviour for one sin, for if you could satisfY for one, why not for
:all? But what is the state of the case? It is this: our sins rise like
mountains, and nothing but the blood of Jesus Christ can reach our case,
and cleanse from sin. .It takes away all sin, blots out sin, removes sin.
Then how do you stand? Are you forgiven? Noah had the fear of God,
because he had the faith of God. The same fear, we read in that wondrous passage in Heb. v. 7, the Lord Christ had: "He was heard in
that he feared i" or, "for His piety," as the margin reads. Here Christ
stands as the example of the Church. The fear of God is one of the
essential qualities that belong to grace; and Christ as the Sent of God
and the Servant of J ehovah had all the qualifications for His work: and
as the example of the Church, "He was heard in that He feared,"
-heard and answered according to the will of God, and in the way that
glorified God.

n.

(To be continued.)

DIVINE KEEPING.

TIm follower of Christ, to keep him from being vain, needs much spiritual
rain; to keep him looking above, he needs much heavenly love; to keep
him right, he needs to be held tight; to keep him true, he needs much
divine dew; to keep him warm, he needs to be often in a storm; to keep
him bold, he needs a strong hold; to keep him low, he needs the living
water to flow; to keep him wise, he need be continually guided with
the Lord's eyes.
Those are fools whom sin, Satan, and the world rules. When Satan
came to Jesus he found nothing in Him. How much there is in our
fallen and corrupt natme out of which the devil can make a tool or a
weapon for his own evil ends! What a creature is man to have in him
that which supplies Satan with tools to work with! Every quickened
child of God knows he has heaps upon heaps of these tools in him, and
his desire is that grace may so reign in his heart as that the enemy may
not be suffered to make a snare or a trap out of them whereby to entangle
his poor soul. In the raised body of the believer there will be nothing of
this sort. It is only in the "vile body" where these vile things are;
there will be no room for them in the glorified one.
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MEDITATIONS ON THE FORMER PART OF THE FIRST
OHAPTER OF OOLOSSIANS.
(Continued from page 128.)

ONE object the great adversary has in view is to prevent the believer, if
possible, walking worthy of the Lord; and, if he succeeds in his evil
design, what a blot the believer gets I-what grief it occasions to the
brethren !-how the fall of such a one opens the mouths of Christ's
enemies, and causes them to cry out, "Aha! Aha! so would we have
it ! These are your Ohristians-one is a drunkard, another dishonest,
another not particular in speaking the truth, another getting in debt for
necessaries and paying ready money for luxuries." How sad all this is!
A close walker with God will not be a loose liver in sin. N oah, Lot,
David, Solomon, Peter and others, were not walking "worthy of the
Lord" when they so grievously sinned, after being called by grace; but
they did so after theu' recovery. Joseph was walking worthy of the
Lord, when, with God's holy fear alive in his heart, and in answer to the
solicitations of a vile woman, he said, "How then can I do this great
wickedness, and sin against God?" (Gen. xxxix. 9.)
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego were walking worthy of the Lord,
when they answered, and said to the king, "We are not careful to
answer thee in this matter. If it be so, our God, whom we serve, is
able to deliver us from the burning- fiery furnace, and He will deliver us
out of thine hand, 0 king" (Dan. iii. 16, 17). So was Daniel when,
knowing" that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and his
windows being open -in his chamber toward . Jerusalem, he kneeled
upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before
his God, as he did aforetime" (Dan. vi. 10). So was Stephen, when on
the last occasion he kneeled down on the earth to pray, "cried with a
loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge" (Acts vii. 60). Sowas
the Apostle Paul, when he sent such a noble message to the magistrates,
"Nay, verily, but let them come themselves and fetch us out" (Acts
xvi. 37).
Now, although these dear children of God have been de'ad, or asleep,
for many years past, yet, to every true Ohristian mind, there is conveyed
a certain kind of pleasure in reading and thinking over the line of conduct which divine grace enabled them to pursue; while; on the other
hand, in reading of the falls and grievous sins of the Lord's children,
after His great mercies and goodness to them, brings a kind of gloom
over the soul, causing one to cry.out, "Lord, what is man?" and often
leading one to say, "Hold Thou me up, and I shall be safe." To walk
worthy of the Lord is to walk humbly with Him. With this kind of
walking the soul is not barren, but "fruitful in every good word and
work."
Those who have His good Spirit are no enemies to good works. The
Lord has ordained that His people should walk in them. What are good
works? By whose power does the believer walk therein? Good works
are those acts which a quickened soul performs under the influence of the
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good Spirit [of the Lord,' such as believing on Ohrist, calling on His
name, praising the Lord, walking in His ways, walking honestly towards
them which are without, letting their light shine, &c. It is God who
begins, continues, and finishes the good work of grace in the hearts of
His people, and works in them both to will and to do of His good pleasure. The words show that Gospel fruitfulness is evidenced in the conduct
of true believers; "fruitful in every good work": the fruit appears in
the work, not out of it, or apart from it. These works are not dead
works, neither can they be performed by the dead in sin, or by such as
are dead in a profession.
Those who are fruitful in every good work are "trees of the Lord's
right-hand planting," are living branches in the true Vine, are" created
in Ohrist Jesus unto good works." These works are glorifying to God
and profitable to men. The words show the earnest desire of Paul's soul,
that God's children should show by their conduct they belonged to the
Lord.
"And increasing in the knowledge of God" (v. 10). These words
show that the Lord teaches ilis people of Himself by degrees. They are
remarkable words: "increasing" in knowledge, does he say? No;
most people increase in knowledge of some kind or other; but this which
Paul desired was something special-" increasing in the knowledge of
God." He knew they had some knowledge of Him, and He wished them
to have more. This is a kind of knowledge the wise of this world have
no taste for. It cannot be acquired by art; it cannot be taught by
human teachers, neither is it ever taught very savingly; but such as are
in the covenant of grace. Of these it is said, "They shall all know me,
from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord" (Jer.
xxxi. 34). Again," All thy children shall be taught of the Lord" (Isa.
liv. 13). It is a knowledge joined to which is eternal life (John xvii. 3).
" The Lord is my Shepherd," said David (Psalm xxiii. 1). The sheep are
taught to know this. The redeemed are taught to know Ohrist as their
Redeemer, Hiding-place, 'Righteousness, Wisdom, Light, Life, Way,
Saviour, King-their "All ia All." What slow progress the Lord's
people feel to make in this knowledge of God! Those who have most of
it, often in their feelings have the dunce's cap on (Prov. xxx. 2). Noviceto
do not take very readily to the dunce's cap. Below the head of him that
wears it there is a knowledge and life which will endure for ever. See
how and by whom this knowledge comes into the soul (Matt. xi. 27) !
The Lord, in order that His people might grow in His knowledgeof what He is as a God of love, light, grace, truth, goodness, wisdom,
mercy, righteousness, and salvation-permits them to be brought into
various paths of tribulation, in which they are led to feel that without
Him they can do nothing. This increase in the knowledge of' God often
comes into the soul in times of trial-furnace times-times when the soul
is worried a good deal; knows not what to do, is tossed, and much
disquieted. " That the soul be without this knowledge it is not good; "
with it, all is well. Other kinds of knowledge will vanish away (1 001'.
xiii. 8). This endures for ever. Those who truly know God, trust in
Him, love Him, pray to Him, commune with Him, praise Him, adore
Him, have Him with them here, and He will have them with Him
hereafter.
How much men may increase in and' yet not increase in the knowledge
of God! They may increase in their goods, estates, in riches, in worldly
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respectability, in men's esteem, and in earthly wisdom; but all will profit
them nought if they die without the true and saving knowledge of God
the Saviour. Persons who are increasing in the knowledge of God feel
much theil' own foolishness (1 001'. iii. 18; Ps. lxxiii. 22).
Another thing Paul desil'ed for them was that they might be
"Strengthened with all might" (11 verse). "Vhat strength comes from
"all might!" What a gift! Who but one who has" all power" could
grant this request,-" All might." Now, to be strengthened with" all
might" is a wonderful thing, a vast mercy, a high honour. This character
is more than a match for" the world, the flesh, and the devil" while
"strengthened with all might." Herein lies his great strength. This
great blessing is not bestowed in vain; it is to accomplish certain ends;
it is not to be idle or thrown awav. The condition of the receiver of this
gracious gift has strong and numerous enemies, within and without, or
such strength would not be needed and given. Those who obtain it feel
much their own weakness, have weak hands, feeble knees, and feeble
minds too, some of them. This strength is for the" inner man," is much
needed by him, and can't be done without. Oh, to think that the Lord
should, in His great mercy, confer such strength on His people! What
love it shows! "All might" is for the child of God. Satan's might and
spite are against him. This is the reason why Satan cannot get at him;
this baffles him; this" all might" planted the hedge around Job, encompasses every true believer, is round about the Lord's loved ones" as the
mountains are round about Jerusalem."
Men and devils may be defied while the poor child of God has "all
might" on his side. "All might" is needful to keep alive the soul, to
make and keep the will submissive to the will of God, to keep the
"conscience void of offence towards God and towards men," to keep the
heart with all diligence, to keep the door of the lips, to keep the tongue
under proper restraint, to keep the mind, to keep the feet from falling, to
keep the eyes looking right on, the ears open to Ohrist's voice, to keep
the best friend in the heart, and the worst foe from reigning in it; to
keep faith in existence and exercise, to keep hope abounding, and lovo
burning, to keep the Ohristian dead to the world and" zealous always in
a good thing," to keep the truth in the soul and error out of it, to keep
the soul humble, watchful, looking out for answers to his prayers, not
.\running away from the door of mercy as soon as the first knock is given,
I but staying till it be opened; to keep the soul in "fellowship with God
'-'the Father, and with His Son Jesus Ohrist;" to keep it obedient, forbearing, patient, and wise unto salvation.
"According to His glorious power." What a power is this! "His
glorious power." God is "the God of glory," and He alone can eKercise
"glorious power." The devils exercise a devilish power, men human
power, and angels angelic power. How many different kinds of power a
person may be affected with, and yet not have his soul "strengthened
according to His glorious power!" The damned in hell feel the power of
His wrath. The Psalmist asks, "Who knoweth the power of thine
anger?" (Ps. xc. 11.) The lost undoubtedly do. The Lord has power
both to save and to destroy. Great and grand marks of "His glorious
power" will be seen all heaven over. It was seen in the rising of the
Lord Jesus Ohrist from the dead. Well, this is the power the Apostle
desired the Lord to grant unto the Oolossians; "glorious power." Oh,
what are all other sorts of power compared to this? Ohristian, all thy
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mightiest enemies must cower before this" glorious power." The world's·
power, sin's power, man's power, and Satan's power. Bless the Lord, 0
my soul, for this" glorious power i" and that the Lord ever made use of it
to strengthen my "inner man," instead of making use of the power of
His anger (as He justly might have done) in destroying both body and
soul in hell. What a privilege for a poor sinner to be blessed with this
" glorious power" while here on earth! How this "glorious power"
keeps him from the power of darkness, and preserves him for that glory
which awaits him in heaven!
This "glorious power" effects glorious things, and is made use of for·
glorious ends and purposes. Poor limping brother in Christ, "glorious.
power" is engaged to help and defend you. Witlt this armour, this
shield, you are safe amidst storm ·and tempest, fire and water, life and
death. This" glorious power" is never-failing power. The power of
God's anger will never be used against those for whom and in whom He
shows forth" His glorious power."
See the fruits of this "glorious power," as known and felt in the
soul where it reigns. "Unto all patience and long-suffering, with joyfulness" (11th verse). ~~~ then, is one of the blessed effects of '
" glorious power." How needful patience is! Man, with all his boasted \
strength, cannot produce divine patience in his soul. Now, where true·
patience is, there is a work going on. " Let patience have her perfect
work" (James i. 4); "Patience worketh exp~nce" (Rom. v. 4).
That certainly must be glorious patience which flows from" His glorious
power." Strengthened" unto all patience;" patience in all things, and
shown towards all men. It is the fulness of His glorious power which
produces a fulness of all patience. No patient person ever feels he has
any to spare.
.
Let the child of God do or say anything in an impatient spirit, and
I
will he not be reminded of it by "a still small voice" from .within? 1(,)·
Those who have spiritual patience are at times much troubled by
earthly passions.
Spiritual patience is the best remedy for sinful
passions. Things done and words spoken under the heat of sinful
passion, won't bear looking at or reflecting on. It is not patience, but
passion, which gives the children of God so much trouble. Patience
helps them to bear it. Passion often brings them into it, and others too.
Oh, for more divine patience, and less sinful passion! How much the
Lord Jesus had of the former; but He had none of the latter. Oh,
what would have become of us passionate sinners, if it had not been for the
substitutionary doings of the patient and compassionate Saviour? "Thanks
be unto God for His unspeakable gift."
"And long-suffering." Here Paul joins long-suffering with patience.
Another effect, then, of "His glorious power" is long-suffering-the
power to endure things without murmuring. This long-suffering is a
fruit, also, of charity (1 Cor. xiii. 4), "Charity suffereth long." Love
is a very bright grace, and so is long-suffering. He who is blessed
with" His glorious power," has sometimes to suffer long in his body,
in his soul, in his business, in his reputation, in the world, in the.
church-from men, both good and bad; perhaps more from good men
than bad (like Moses, who suffered more from the Israelites than he did
from the Egyptians); he has to suffer long from a wicked heart, unbelief,
pride, vanity, deaclness, darkness, barrenness, often in the family, and in
the secret recesses of his soul, knowing his own bitterness. This long-
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suffering one hardly. knows !lit times what to do with himself, or what the
Lord is going to do with him. Now this 10ng-sufl:'eringwiU be over
shortly, but the glorious power which produced it will last for ever, being
eternal power. Then Paul joins with long-suffering" joyfulness." "\Vhat
a trio of great and blessed things, as the fruits and effects of "His
glorious power." They will do well together, "patience, long-suffering'
with joyfulness." Now joyfulness will carry one through a good deal
without grumbling. We are seldom patient and long-suffering when
miserable. It is said, "The joy of the Lord is your strength," and
"Rejoice in the Lord always." How unnatural to suffer anything joyfully, or "with joyfulness." There is a kind of glorious exultation felt
in the soul by those who are" strengthened by His glorious power,"
when called upon to suffer anything for His sake. Paul and Silas felt a
little of it, when "at midnight they prayed, and sang praises to God"
(A:cts xvi. 25). So did the Apostles, when they "departed from the
presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suff'er
shame for His name" (Acts v. 4). Oh, the precious fruits of grace!
Make our souls, 0 Lord, to know more of them, and of "the fountain
Head" from whence it flows. What a blessed standard is the standarcl
of the Gospel! What" glorious power" is needed to enable one to live
up to this divine standard! The Lord's people, at times, have unspeak-able sorrows, as well. as unspeakable joys, so that much they feel canRot
be expressed. by their tongues. The best part of the Christian's experience lies so deep in his soul, as that he cannot always make it known to
others. Deeply~experiencedChristians are not usually hasty in making
known their experience to others, they have such a dread of presumption.
Eventually, however, everlasting joy will be upon the heads of those,
in whose hearts there has been a long acquaintance with deep sorrows
. and: sighs" (Isa. xxxv. 10).
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GATHERED ORUMBS FOR THE LORD'S HUNGRY OHILDREN.
IT is a precious thought to the· children of God, that the Oaptain of their
salvation does not leave them without provisions in their enemies' land,
whilst they are engaged in fighting the good fight of faith; for it is
written, "Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine
enemies" (Psalm xxiii. 5). Even there their King is in the midst ofthem
and" sitteth at his table."
The Omnipotence and Almightiness of God become unutterably precious, when He is known as the "God of Love." To be embraced within
that all-powerful hand, from whence none can pluck us (John x. 28-30)
is indeed: consolation; and it is peculiarly realized by the Ohurch as th~
Bride of Ohrist, "His right hand doth embrace me."
The greatest delight that Ohrist hath in the world is in the garden of
His Ohurch; therefore, that He might take full delight therein, lIe makes
it fruitful, stored with precious fruits, growing from plants set by His
own hand, relished of His own Spirit, and so fitted to His taste.
We know no uninte?72tpted co=nnion yet. By re3.son of the frailty of
o~r .na~ure, we. ca~not al wa3:s stand upr~ght; and one chief part of Our
dlSClplllle conSIsts III " the tnal of our fmth." It mnst be .~2Jted to prove
its reality; and it frequently happens, that the great eDemy of souls
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makes his most successful attempts upon us immediately after seasons of
peculiar enjoyment.
The fervour of love is no mere passion; it is no mere outbreak of
€nthusiasm; it is a deep and lively q'eality ; it is a spark from the flame of
ihe strong and active love of Jesus.
The most sinc~re_0bedience of the greatest saint_under heaven do_th-llilt
increase the love of God towards him. That remains for ever the same.
'some one may be :ready to say, if a Ohristian is guilty of backsliding, his
misery is great: does not this prove the decrease of God's love? Again,
he that walks closest with his Lord, enjoys the most happiness: is not
ihis a sign of His love being greater? Surely not. 'rhe backslider
loseth, the joy resulting from the manifostation of God's 10ve,Dut not Eis
intel~J----5J! it. So, then, our obedience does not work us more into the
favour and affection of the Almighty, but rather tejlds to His honour and
·our own h1!-ppiness (Luke xvii. 10).
-- ' .We may convince our persecuting enemies of their fault in injuring us
wrongfully; but this conviction does not destroy their enmity, but rather
bloweth it up till it breaks forth in a dreadful blaze of outward fury.
Sinners must first be brought within mount Zion, before they can love
Zion's offspring. They hate us, but without cause (Psalm lxix. 4).
In the course of my experience I find, that when the new man is the \
most happy in God, the old man struggles more desperately, and sometimes so far prevails as to mar the intercourse, and cause a momentary
separation. It is natural for one enemy to envy the happiness of another, \
and to seek its overthrow.
A bleeding Ohrist is the only refuge provided for a guilty conscience.
When it flies thither for shelter, Moses may frown and Satan may war,
but their noise cannot destroy the hidden believer. They have. lost their
]Jrey, and thereforo must return as they came, empty-handed. Blood and
:righteousnessis an overmatch for them: it ever stands proof agamst 1
in behalf of the elect.
Wanting a visible evidence of the overcoming power of Ohristianity
upon the souls of men, let us look at the sufferings and raptures of the
holy martyrs, whose heroic conduct was not the effect of natural, but of
supernatural influence, and there we shall see it.
" What but a hand divinely strong,
Could lead their willing souls along;
Could make them triumph in the tJame,
And glory in Immanuel's name?
" Life lost in dcadly and mortal pain,
Brought to their souls' immortal gain;
Ou Zion's glorious mount they rest,
"Vith Jesus blest, completely blest.
" While musing on the tort'ring stake,
Why should my trembling nature sLake?
If call'd to die a martyr's deat-h,
God will be3tow a martyr's faith."

SharnbrooL

A.P.

NONE but a penitent sinner can describe real repentance; and they must
be mad'e sorry after a godly sort who describe godly sorrow.-IIuntinJton.
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JESUS, HIS BLOOD AND RIGHTEOUSNESS.

IN dyed apparel was arrayed,
Our Lamb to slaughter led;
"Edom" beheld the debt He paid,
And" Bozrah" gave Him bed.
But see Him, with triumphant
strength,
From His entombment come;
And, travelling through the earth's
vast length,
Convey His ransomed home.
The "Word made flesh" thus reappears
In resurrection power;
And with His Sovereign voice declares,
His" kingdom" from that hour.
'Tis " I that speak in righteousness,"
Who" mighty" am " to save;"
" Alone" I trod fierce wrath's "winepress,"
And will my purchase have.
The

Father's " dead" shall all
arise,
With" My dead body" too;
"Awake, and sing," THE SPIRIT
cries,
And wets their" dust" with" dew."
They live! for now is come "that
day,"
Of" fountain opened" wide;
Chelmsford.

When sin and filth are washed
away
In J esu's flowing tide.
They die! a,nd, dying, overcome,
Through blood on Calvary shed;
And thus they enter heaven their
home,
By Christ their conquering Head.
Here they see Jesus" clothed" on
high,
With" vestu1'e dippecl in bloocl/'
Whose name, as known in Deity,
Is called" THE WORD OF GOD."
His ransomed saints with Him appear,
In robes all clean and white;
The sanctified by blood shine there,
In purity and light.
Since Christ hath '. all His minwnt
stainecl"
With precious" Covenant blood!"
His Church hath 1-ighteousness ob.
tained,
The garment wrought by God.
Roll on, eternal ages roll,
In revelation sweet;
Thus feasting each redeemed soul,
In Jesus made complete.
JOSIAH.

PASSING EVENTS.
[The annexed paper has lain in our MSS. drawer for some time. To whom we are
indebted for it we are at a loss at the moment to know. Whilst we are not prepare<l to
endorse it as a whole, we feel that it contains much that entitles it to the serious and
prayerful consideration of our readers. When reading this article, we could but think of
the momentous events which have transpired during the last few months.-En.]

TIfERE is so much Scriptural clearness and power in the following excellent remarks of an unknown, but evidently a deeply-taught and spiritual,
writer, that I am induced to quote them in connexion with this present
interesting- and important subject:"It is desirable for us to know what are the peculiar glories and advantages of the first resurrection; and, also, at what time we may expect it
to take place. It is to the first resurrection-saints that the promise is
made of reigning with Christ, and partaking with Him of His millennial
glory (Rev. xx. 6); and it shall be the privilege of those who are alive
when the event happens, to be 'clothed upon,' and not' unclothed'
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(2 Cor. v. 4); that is, to be given glorified bodies without having seen
death and corruption, and to escape those pre-millennial troubles which,
in the great day of the Lord, will come on the earth.
"In 1 Thess. iv. 17, we read that the living saints are caught up to meet
the Lord in the air. This must be for some purpose. They would not be
<Jftught up to descend again immediately; and, accordingly, we find repeated
promises of their }Jeing thus kept in safety from the destruction of the earth
-as N oah from the flood, and Lot from Sodom.
"At the close of the pre-millennial troubles, when, at the battle of
Armageddon, our Lord descends, His feet. stand upon the Mount of
Olives, and He completes the destruction of His enemies; 'He brings His
saints with Him,' including those who had been caught up alive previously. 'A Man' had been their 'hiding-place from the wind,' their
'covert from the tempest' (Isa. xxxii. 2). From what portion of the final
troubles we know not, or how long they have been hid; but we know
ihat Noah and Lot escaped entirely. And St. Peter says that from
these types it is manifest that the Lord knows how to deliver the godly
<Jut of temptations (trials). Our Saviour refers to the same events, saying: 'Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed.'
For, until the day N oah entered the ark, the world went on as usual; and
the' same day that Lot went out of Sodom, it rained fire and brimstone'
(Luke xvii. 29). St. Paul also declares people are to be saying' peace
and safety' just before the sudden destruction or day of the Lord's revealing, when His saints are taken. It is from this sudden destruction
Christ teaches us to pray that we may escape: and that when these things
shall come to pass, we may be able to stand before Him (Luke xxi. 36).
"Habakkuk (iii. 16) hoped' to rest in the day of trouble'; and Zephaniah (ii. 3) says, 'It may be we shall be hid in the day of the Lord's
anger.' Isa. xxvi. 20, 21, we read: 'Come, my people, enter thou into
thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee: hide thyself as it were for
a little moment, until the indignation be overpast. For, behold, the
Lord cometh out of His place to pUJiish the inhabitants of the earth for
their iniquity: the earth also shall disclose her blood, and shall no more
-cover her slain.' The Prophets and Psalms abound with promises of this
safety from trouble, which are only partially fulfilled if we take them
metaphorically, since believers are more in trouble than other men, but
will be literally fulfilled when the time arrives.
" Seeing, then, that a literal safety is promised during a time of trouble
-such as 'never was,' and that things are prepared for those who escape,
such as 'could not have entered into the heart of man' had they not been
revealed by the Spirit, no wonder that St. John says, 'Those who have this
hope, purify themselves' (1 John iii. 2, 8). No wonder St. Peter says,
, Seeing ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of Him
in peace, without spot' (2 Peter iii. 14); for, if not, we lose all the glory
-of the new heavens and the new earth. No wonder that the whole
creation groans, waiting for the redemption of the body, and that 'the
-earnest expectation of the creature waits for this manifestation of the sons
of God' (Rom. viii. 19). Then,' when the merciful men are taken away
from the evil to come' (Isa. lvii. 1, 2), and' the godly men cease,' 'then
shall ye return, and discern between the righteous and the wicked' (Mal.
iii. 18). For it is expressly said that when one is taken the other is left;
while the one who loves his Lord's appearing, and expects it, shall meet
Him in the air (as naturally as an eagle is attracted by a body), the other
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is left, because of unbelief, to go through the time of the desolation of the:
earth (Matt. xxiv. 40).
" We next consider when these things may be ; and, if it should appear'
only probable that they may be at hand, we shall find sufficient cause for
watchfulness. Persons in general suppose that they will not take place·
till ·our Lord descends to the earth at the end of the troubles; and, as·
many events must happen first, viz., the restoration of the Jews, the
battle of Armageddon, &c., they have a snare in their hearts to put off'
daily expectation. But let those who desire to be partakers of a 'better
resurrection,' observe, that the re-establishment of the Jews in J eru-·
salem marks the time when the Ohurchwill have been removed.
"By comparing Matt. xxiv. and Luke xxi., we see that' the tribulation' began with the dispersion of the tribe of J udab, and ends with it ;'
and that afterwards, 'irnrned-iately after,' are the signs in sun, moon, and
stars; or, that period of troublo commenues from which the Ohurch is..
saved. This is the period mentioned by Daniel, as the last end of theindignation of the Jewish nation, and which they will have to go through,
with the exception of that remnant, 'according to the election of grace,'
which, having been converted to the faith of J csus, will be raptured with the
Ohurch. This last end of the indignation is the time of the final developIDent and overthrow of Antichrist, and does n:lt begin till the 'times of'
the Gentiles' are over; which times are commensurate with the treading;
down of Jerusalem. Thus, at the re-establishment of J udah, the Lord
must hay.e gathered His people out of ull nations, 11ave made up the·
number of His elect, and have· secured them from the judgments coming
.on the earth.
"From hence we may perceive how very near that appearing of our'
Lord may be, which will either begin our blessedness, or leave us to bepartakers of the .destruction which cometh upon the earth. The Jews arenow in a remarkable !ltate of excitement, and expecting an immediate
l1estoration. Nothing seems to be more likely than their speedy re.establishment in their own land. If, then, their restoration be near, theLord's appearing to meet His saints must be near also.
"The sign which the Papacy affords is one of the most striking and.
conclusive. Its destruction takes place during the final troubles, and
.~fter the dispersion of the Jews is over; for in Daniel we read, ',Vhen
he shall have accomplished to scatter the power of the holy people, .all
these things shall be finished.'
"Turning to Rev. x. 7, we see written, that at the sounding of the
seventh trumpet, and pouring out of the seventh vial, the mystery of
God shall be finished. The seventh trumpet includes the seventh vial r
and when this vial is poured out we read, in chap. xvi. 17, 'There came a
g.reat voice, saying, It is done.' Just before this vial, it is written, 'Behold, I come as a thief.' The midnight cry is made, and then the great
earthquake takes place, in which BabyJon is destroyed by a sudden and
'll.nexpilcted destructi0n.
"Let us now observe that, at th€ French Revolution, when, the 1260
years being over, the seventh trumpet began to sound, the Papacy was,
.according to prophecy, hated, and made desolate; or, as Daniel expresses
it, the judgment sat, and they took away her dominion, to 'consume and
to destroy unto the end.'
"Rill' state at the end we find, from Rev. xviii., to be one of exultation; fo.1', having risen again from her depression, she cries, 'I sit a
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queen, and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow;' alluding to her late
widowhood and sorrow, from which she now believes herself to be delivered. But what follows? Her sudden and eternal destruction. In
one hour is she made desolate; with violence is she thrown down, and
is never to be found again. Universal lamentation succeeds; all on
earth lament over her; for the Ohurch, having been previously translated,
praises God in heaven for the judgment. 'Much people in heaven said
Alleluia.' "
We certainly have abundant evidence that Popery is now on the very
brink of the destruction announced; but it is clear that this cannot take
place before the restoration of the Jews and the rapture of the Ohurch.
May we then lift up our heads, for our redemption draweth nigh!
"Let us also observe that the cry, 'Behold, the Bridegroom .cometh,'
has been long and universally raised. This is a most remarkable sig-n,
and sufficiently convincing that midnight was come when it began. The
cry has been raised before at different periods, but never so widely, or
combined with those other signs for which we are cQmmanded to watch,
for now is the Gospel preached as a witness in an lands. Now is J erusalem no longer despised, but' sought out, and the Lord's servants take
pleasure in her stones, and favour the dust thereof' (Psalm xiii. 14).
Now, many run to and fro, and knowledge is increased. Now we see
that word of St. Paul fulfilled to the very letter, 'A form of godliness,
denying the power thereof,' which was to characterize the last of the
latter days.
"Now, also, the prophetic dates point clearly to .the present moment;
and now is there universal peace, while wars and cammotions are·confessedly looked for by those who discern the political signs of the times.
These men see that a great crisis' is at hand; they see that the world
cannot go on in its present state, and they announce the coming storm!
And does not the eye of faith perceive the same with greater certainty
and assurance? Are the children of this world always to be wiser than
the children of light? Shall they awake and the Ohurch sleep? Oh, .let
not the day overtake us as a thief. let not the cry be unheeded, 'Beh0ld,
He cometh!' but let us prepare for His appearing.
" What will be the nature of that' appearing' we know not; but it is
distinct from our Lord's standing upon the earth at the end of the trouble5.
He has Himself told us that we need not fear mistaking it (Matt. ;xxiv.
23, 26, 27). Whatever the appearance may be, it will be lmiversa1ly
seen, and the saints will be immediately caught up. And remember,
'When once the Master of the house is risen up, and hath shut the door,'
it will be too late to prepare for this event; either you will be found ;ready
or unready; either you will be taken or left: and the Lord hath 'said, if
we will not watch, we shall not -know the hour when the Son of man
comes upon us (Rev. iii. 3). But, if we keep the word of His patience, He
will keep us ' from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon ,all·the
world, to try them that dwell upon the earth '" (Rev. iii. 10).
In view of such glorious predictions, living in times so momentous,
encircled by events so spirit-stirring, by signs so significant, and in th9
anticipation of a glory so resplendent, and of a rapture so great, who
would not desire and pray and labour to have" part in the first resurrection ?" Would you, my reader? Then seek to know in your soul the
power of Ohrist's resurrection! And, if sensible ofthis power, quicklernng
you with the inner life, raising you above sin, above the world, above the
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bondage of the law, above self, above all earthly, carnal attractions, then
labour on, toil on, and fight on, and suffer on a while longer; for soon you
shall spring from the dust, and, bathing your quickened spiritual body iu
the beams of the resurrection morn, you shall unite with all the risen
saints in singing, "0 death, where is thy sting? 0 grave, where is thy
victory? "
"There appears to be a double termination to the 'times of the
Gentiles;' first, that mentioned in Luke xxi. 24, when J udah is restored
before the troubles; and the second, at the end of the troubles; when
Gentile ascendency will be abolished, and all Israel saved by the coming
of their Deliverer. See Rom. xi. 25, where it is called the fulness of the
times of the Gentiles.
"The 14th Rev. affords such corroborative evidence, it must not be
omitted. We have in this chapter the cry of. three missionary angels
in our own time, after the termination of the 1260 years. First, an
angel preaches the everlasting Gospel (vel'. 6); and never did prophecy
meet with more complete fulfilment. It will be enough to state that the
Bible Society alone has circulated fifteen millions of Bibles, and ten
millions have been circulated by foreign Bible Societies. Of these societies there are now more than 7,000; and of these, nearly 4,000 are in
Great Britain. The number of versions of the Holy Scripture is 159.
" The Tract Society has since its institution (at the time of the angels'
'£ight) circulated three hundred and seventy millions of publications; and
its works are published in eighty-eight different languages.
" These two societies alone show in what manner the prophecy has
been accomplished; and, if we take the most superficial glance at the
work of other missionary societies during this period, we shall find the
evidence overwhelming.
" The second angel declares the corruptions and impending fall of the
Papacy; and the third angel warns men against worshipping the Beast,
and receiving ~ mark. What do we see? The people of the Lord
everywhere obeymg the voice, and coming out of the Papacy. In France,
whole communities renouncing the faith of Rome; and at this moment
800 converts in Ireland, suffering persecution and starvation, rather than
receive the mark of the Beast. Then immediately there follows the
blessedness of the raptured Church. From henceforth will they be
blessed, by having their glorified bodies, and receiving the reward of
their works."
The destruction of the Papacy succeeds. This is symbolized by a harvest of the earth. In J er. li. 33, where the type, or literal Babylon, is
spoken of, we read, "The daughter of Babylon is like a threshingfloor,
it is time to thresh her: yet a little while, and the time of her harvest
shall come." And when the" dried" harvest of the antitype (Rome)
shall have been reaped, the vintage takes place, or that final battle of
Armageddon, in which the Lord appears personally, and treads down
His enemies. (Compare Rev. xiv. 18-20 ; xix. 11-21; Joeliii.11-18;
Isa. lxiii. 1-7; Zech. xiv. 3-6; 2 Thess. i. 7-11.)

No vessel can be made of gold without liro: so it is impossible that we
should be made vessels of honour, unless we are melted and refined in
the furnace of affliction.
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MONDAY MORNING-A FRAGNrENT.
THE late beloved DAVID DENH.A.M used to say, that" There would be no
Saturday nights nor Monday mornings in heaven," alluding, no doubt,
to ministerial anxiety with respect to the one, and prostration in regard
io the other. Few, if any, but God's servants, can personally and practically understand what these seasons entail. Satan suggesting on the
Saturday, that all has been said which can be said; that it is only going
()ver the same ground again and again; that the people will tire; the
heart probably, at the same time, as cold and callous as possible; to say
nothing of the fearful insinuations as to no reality in divine things-all,
after all, possibly a delusion. It is no easy matter, even after an experience of forty or fifty years, to be able to silence the tempter with a
"Get thee behind me, Satan." This becomes the more difficult, because
there was only One 'who could say, "The prince of this world cometh,
and hath nothing in me." On the contrary, alas! the enemy has everyihing in us, the poor fallen sons and daughters of Adam, to welcome his
approach, to listen to his suggestions, and to nourish and entertain his base
insinuations. Bodily ailments and increasing infirmities tend, moreover,
in no small degree, to help the adversary, and further his evil designs.
Then, as there are the Saturday's temptations, so likewise our evervigilant foe adapts himself to our Monday's condition. In spite of having
been holpen through the Sabbath's labours, how equally base and Goddishonouring are his insinuations as to their having effected any good, or
being of any use whatever. " Where's the fruit? What change is there
in the conduct or conversation of thoSG who have heard? Who among
the congregation is coming out, and declaring himself or herself to be on
ihe Lord's side?" Such are among the many, many arguments which
the tempter employs, endeavouring, as he does, to falsify the Lord's
declaration, that" His word shall not return unto Him void, but that it
shall accomplish that which He pleases, and it shall prosper in the thing
whereunto He has sent it."
D.

A SINNER SAVED BY GRACE.
IT was a beautiful Saturday evening, early in the summer of 1865, and
having a kind invitation from a very esteemed country minister of the Free
Church to spend a Sabbath with him, I resolved to avail myself of it. An
hour's travel by rail and road placed the large manufacturing town of
D-- nine miles in the distance, and I found myself in the peaceful
pastoral parish of A--, with its old church and manse picturesquely
situated on an eminence commanding a fine view of the surrounding
country-the Free Church and manse modestly situated in the hollow of
the vale' at the entrance of the parish. I had, some months previous to
this, followed to the grave the mortal remains of a dear child of God, who
was allowed by all who knew him, and could properly judge of these
matters, to be a very remarkable subj ect of the invincible and sin-subduing
power of God's distinguishing grace. As he h[)~d resided in this parish
when called by grace some years previous, I felt glad of the opportunity
thus afforded me, of learning a few more facts and incidents of his deeplyinteresting history, and these my kind host was as glad to communicate.
After tea we had a quiet walk, the stillness of the evening-broken only
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by such sounds as are peculiar to rural life-had a very soothing effect all
the spirit, which, together with our conversation, was a helpful preparation to the spiritual services of the following day.
I was then informed. that about five years previous, this young man,
Daniel C--, had first come under the particular notice of my dear friend
the Rev. Mr. W--, and that in circumstances never to be for:gotten. He
was a ploughman on a neighbouring farm, and, like many'of his class,
was very ignorant, godless, and ,greatly addicted to swearing; and, j,ndeed,
so much did he dislike the Rev. Mr. W--, that he used (as he afterwards·
told) to curse him to himself and others any time he had occasion to pass·
him on the road, such was the virulence and unrestrained enmity ·of his
carnal mind.
But God, who is rich in mercy, had long' ere this marked him for His·
own; yea, before He had laid the foundations of the world, He had chosen
him in Christ.
This his afterlife clf-arly proved. It was, therefore,
necessary that Dan should become manifestly His in a day of Divinepower, and that day was at hand. One has well observed, "When the
purpose, the time, and the object of eternal love have met, what can
possibly frustrate the blessed result?"
Dan had an only sister, a godly person, who was in service at a neigh-·
bouring mansion. She had a great and strong love for her brother, and!
often conversed with and prayed for him. One night she besought him
to accompany her to a service in the Free Church, but he objected on the·
ground that it was a week-night; said he, "Who ever heard of ,going t()
church on a week-night?" She would not, however, be thus put off; but,
animated with the deepest anxiety for his spiritual welfare, she ultimately
succeeded in overcoming his objections, and prevailed on him to go.
The Rev. Mr. W--well remembers them both coming in; they were
a little late; but took their seats, and the service proceeded as usual.
That very night, and during that service, .an arrow of ccnviction from -the
exalted Redeemer, the King of Zion, pierced his dull conscience, and
reached his heart, and a ray of Divine light penetrated ,his dark 'and ./
ignorant mind, and brought him into the deeps of spiritual trouble. He
could not leave until he had eI)gaged the Rev. Mr. W - - to prayer on
his behalf, who, however, felt that the Lord Himself must give deliverance. After some days of darkness and misery, the same ever-blessed -'
Lord who said to Zaccheus, "This day is salvation come to this house,"
said to Dan's soul, with an application of His peace-speaking blood, "I
have redeemed thee, thou art mine;" for he also was a son of Abraham.
Then came to him that new life with its new hopes, new joys, and new
aspirations, and along with it new trials, and a fulfilment of that word,
"As the lily among thorns, so is my love among the daughters."
His godless fellow-servants made him the butt of their ridicule, and
the " Bothy " became a camp of war; the scene of daily conflict between
the children of the bondwoman and the son of the free, whose indignant
holy joy stirred up all their hate.
Grace waH bestowed very bountifully by the Divine Head of the Church
upon Dan, and its gracious and transforming effects were very marked,
from being a "boor," he became (as one remarked) " quite a gentleman ;"
he sat for over two years under the ministFy, and to the last cherished
. the warmest affection for his spiritual father, the Rev. Mr. W--. A
female servant of the farm he last served at taught him to read; and
he would sit for hours into the night poring oV'er the Gospels and

The Gospel Magazine.

"

203

"Rutherford'" Letters," About three years before his death he came in,
to work at the town of D--, where I first met him, and was much
struck with his genuine and unaffected godliness. It has been my privilege to enjoy fellowship with not a few whom I sincerely believe to be
heirs of the grace of life; hut I never yet met with one who so continually carried about with him such a sweet savour of Ohrist as Dan, or'
manifested so much love to the Saviour, joined with an abiding humility,.
as he.
.
If he felt the depressing effect which the presence of ungodly men had
on his tender spirit while in the country, much more did he feel it when
he came into town, so that, with a feeling which perhaps few of theLord's own family experience, he could say, "I am a stranger in theearth; Thy rich grace hath made me so : hide not Thy laws from me.
" , There's nothing round this spacious earth
To suit my vast desires;
To more refined and solid mirth,
My boundless soul aspires.' "
While in town he wrote some excellent letters to a Ohristian acquaintanceof his former parish; they were full of Ohrist. I had the satisfaction of'
reading some of them during my visit.
He died very suddenly in the autumn of 1864, about the twenty-sixth
year of his age-a strong, good-looking young lLan in the flower of his·
youth and greenness of his days, poor in this world, but rich in faith.
His inortalremains were followed to their last resting-place in time by
a goodly number of youths, which his quiet yet powerful Ohristian lifehad in some measure taught his worth.
This brief but authentic sketch is one more proof of the faithfulness of'
our covenant-keeping God, whose blessed will is, that not one of the
least or most obscure of Ohrist's members should perish, To Him, then,.
be all the glor,Y of His electing love, His redeeming and sanctifying'
grace, thus exhibited in the case of poor Dan. " Blessed are the poor in.
spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven."
Scotland.
G. A.
[What an encouragement is presented by the foregoing sketch to "sow'
beside all waters!" How often, as in this case, has the ardent pleading'
of a sister, or the loving counsel of a fond mother, so operated as to lead
the object of their solicitude, under the gentle but irresistible operation..
of the Holy Ghost, into a course which has proved to be "the paths of
righteousness!" Oh, what trophies of rich and free and sovereign grace
will, at the last great day, be presented before an assembled universe!
What glory shall then redound to a God in covenant-Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost-in the triumphs of redeeming love !-ED.]
THE MINISTRY.-Unregenerate ministers are much the same in all ages,.
and every country. An unconverted preacher in England, and an unconverted preacher in Italy, so far as matters merely spiritual are concerned,.
stand nearly on a level. These are what the Ephesian schismatics were
desirous to be, teachers of the law, or legal teachers. And all unconverted people, whether their denomination be Protestant or Popish,
desire to be hearers of the law, and are displeased when tb.ey hear anything else.-Toplady.
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LINES WRITTEN BY MY DEAR GRANDFATHER,
FREDERICK SILVER,
AND FOUND IN HIS BIBLE AFTER HIS DEATH.

letter of Thy holy name,
Deal' Jesus, sOlmds of life;
Thy love and presence can expcl
My troubles, tears, and strife.
Under Thy gracious wings reposed
I'd alwavs wish to be,
To enjoy all pleasures in that one,
Thy love my love to Thee.
The earth and seas, with all their rich
And unexhausted store,
Are comprehended in Thyself
Ten thousand times and more.
.Jesus, Thou art my only rest,
My heaven and my home;
And let Salvation be engraved
Upon my silent tomb.
From guilt and sin, from death and
hell,
Sorrow and misery,
My anxious spirit longs to be
In glory, Lord, with Thee.
o mighty Saviour, me assist!
Thy power can destroy
The strong and subtle foes that do
My feeble soul annoy.
EACH

E. 111. N.

The raging waves, though none C:J,n
rule,
Do Thou but speak, shall stand,
And the tumultuous oce::m cleave
In twain at Thy command.
The everlasting hills shall rend,
Hard rocks 'fhy voice obey,
And rivers from their womb shall
run
In streaJ?1s without delay.
Do, gmcious God, then, speak the
word,
:My troubled soul to rest,
So that my joy and inward peace
My foes may not molest.
Oh, speak the word, and all is done,
And doubts shall flee away,
Just like the curtain of the night
Be/ore the rising day.
Then I shall rest in bliss secure,
For peace and grace fLoom Thee
Will be my happy portion here,
Until I in glory be.

GOSPEL NOTES FROM OLD TESTAMENT SAINTS.
" Tlwy were cast £nto the m£dst of tile bwrn£ngjier'yfurnace."-DANIEL iii. 21.
BUT the fire cannot harm them, for the Lord is there with them; and so
it has been in all ages of the world. From the days of Abel to the present hour the Lord has stood by His people. In the fiery furnace He has
walked with them; and, though they have endured the most terrible sufferjngs, yet they have been more than conquerors through Him that loved
them. The Lord had declared, "When thou passest through the fire
thou shalt not be burned, neithor shall the flame kindle upon thee ;"
.and He was as good as His word to these three children of Israel; and He
is the same to His children now. Yes, the same! For what matters it
if the fires of persecution be kindled, and the saint of God be burned to
ashes at the stake? vVhat matters it, we say, if the Lord stand by him to
strengthen him in his sufferings? He may be burned into ashes, or the
'smell of fire may not pass upon him; it is all one if the Lord be near him.
The Popish persecutor may seize the hand ofthe poor maiden, and hold it
in the flame of the candle till the sinews be burned asunder, SHE CAN
'BEAR IT, for the Lord is near her.
The more the bloody BONNER commit
to the flames, the more are the saints of God encouraged to persevere, for
ihe more and more do they see the faithfulness of the Lord. " If the heat
()f the fire be tolerable," says a timid soul to one who is about to be burned,
., if the heat of the fire be tolerable, hold up your hand as an evidence to
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US." The fire is kindled, and the body is burning-is bnrnt-life has
apparently departed, and the wished-for signal has not been given, the
hand has not been lifted up! but the Lord is faithful, and His fearful
saints shall be eucouraged to persevere; suddenly there is a return of
motion, the arms are raised, the hands are clapped together, not once nor
twice, but three times in succession. The evidence is triumphantly given,
the fire IS tolerable; the bystanders shout for joy, and believe that God.
will be faithful to His word. "Hearken!" says another victim of the
Marian persecution, as his enemies stand around the fire. " Ye look for
miracles, and here is a miracle; ye have bound me to this stake, and here
is my body consuming in the flames, but I feel no' more pain than if I
were laid upon a bed of down." And did not the Lord's people who then
stood around the pile bless the Lord's name for that marvellous display of
love? But whom do we see yonder? There are three men bound, and
the faggots are about to be piled around them; but there is a movement
among the three. Are their hearts failing? Cannot they stand in the
day of trial? Is one of them about to recant? He comes from beneath
his chain as far as he can; his enemies begin to triumph in the prospect
of his fall; his fellow-sufferers speak to him to cheer him; his friends
among the spectators draw near to encourage him. Will he recant? He
goes to the length of his chain! see him! He is on his knees! hear him!
He is telling the Lord of his weakness; he is telling Him that he has no
power of himself to stand; that unless the Lord strengthen him he must
yield. He says that he has not the sensible presence of the Lord, and that
he cannot burn without it. Daniel's God is his God. His cry is heard;
the Lord manifests His presence; and, rising from his knees, he cries:
"Now I am prepared; now light the fire!" The word of the Lord is
precious, but the p?"esence of the Lord is much more so! " Who shall
not praise Thee, 0 Lord? Who shall not magnify Thy name, thou
King of saints?"
"My God hath sent His angel, and shut the lions' mOlltlts. "-DAN. vi. 22.
THERE was Daniel in the den, with the ravening and the roaring lions,
but they could not touch him, for their mouths were shut. And how
continually do we find that the hands and the mouths of the wicked are shut
by God, so that they cannot do the harm that they would to His Church
and people. God's people seem to be within their grasp-placed, apparently, within their power ; but they DO not, because they CANNOT, touch
them. Yea, they are often constrained to relieve their necessities, even
as did the unclean birds the wants of Elijah. The wicked plot against
the righteous and seek to destroy him; but the Lord will not leave him in
his hand, nor condemn him when he is judged. The people of God in
days of old were brought to know this; and the people of God in the present day know it well by their own happy experience. So the good
Mr. GILPIN was preserved month after month while his enemies were
plotting against his life, but they could not touch him. God raised him
up friends who stoccl by him, and kept him safely amidst their rage and
fury. But, '~J-ancl-bye, their influence could preserve him no longer; he
is seized and must appear before the bloody BONNER. Often had he been \
heard to say that God did all things well,-often had he declared that God
ordained things for the best interests of His people. In the hands of his
enemies, he is on his journey to London; he falls, and his leg is broken: and '
now do his companions taunt him-now is the question put, "Is this accident for thy good?" He tells them he does not doubt it. Thus, unable'to
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proceed on his journey, his trial is deferred; and, ere he can appoar before
.his judges, the lion's mouth is shut; the infatuated queen is silent in the
gI'p,ve. Never fe::r, dear Christian believer! N ever fear the lions; thy
-God MAY s ut tlien' mouths, that they cannot touch thee, or He may suffer
their wrath to be unrestra£ned, and they may devour thee with open
mouths; fear thou not! The first Christians were clothed in skins, and
thrown to the wild beasts to be devoured by them; that was THEIR door
to the everlasting mansions. Others escaped these dangers, and joined
-their comrades from a bed of languishing, or perhaps they died in a
good old age, surrounded by children and kindred and friends; all one in
-death! The soul of one escapes from the body of clay as a doar friend
is wiping the death-damps from his brow; the soul of another ascends
I from th.e lion's jaws, perhaps from the flaming pile, or it may be from the
I bloody battle-field, but they meet around the throne; together are they
t ushered into the presence of the Lord; they stand together upon "the
l sea of glass, having the harps of God in their hands," and" they sing
the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb,"
through whom they have" gotten the victory over the beast, and over his
image, and over his mark, and over the number of his name." What
though the hand of persecution rob the believer of everything which he'
has, "the Lord will provide." There is one who" goeth about as a roaring lion,. seeking whom he may devour," but be has never been able to
-devour one of the Lord's sheep. Thousands and tens of thousands have
been destroyed by him, and often has he looked upon the sheep of Christ;
he has roared upon them as, wandering upon the Mgh mountains of IS1"ael,
he has beheld them lying so securely in their fold. Sometimes some poor
wandering Ones have becn apparently within his reach; in their feelings
they have been within his den; they have smelt his· breath as he roared
upon them, but he has never touched one of them, for their God had sent
His angel and shut the lion's mouth. Christ has given unto them eternal
life, and" they shall never perish, neither shall any pluck them out of
His hands."
" My God hath sent Ins angel." The Apostle says, "Are they not ALL
ministering spirits, sent forth to minister unto them who shall be heirs of
.salvation?" But who is this who is so expressively called HIS ANGEL? Is
He not the Angel of the Covenant? the Lord Jesus Christ? A whole
night did Daniel sit in the lions' den, the Son of God sitting beside him;
the lions, with muzzled jaws, looking upcn them. Believer, thou hast
many enemies in the world; many foes compass thee round about, fierce
and devouring as beasts of prey. Art thou, then, at any time afraid of
1 the lions? Oh, look out for THE ANGEL, and let this instance of
\ \ gracious interposition stir thee up to trust and not be afraid. Let
. this encourage thee to be stedfast in thy duty, leaving the result to
God. The decree hath gone forth that none should pray to God; how
would such a decree influence thee, thou cold professor of religion?
Thou, who for form's sake, makest thy many and thy long prayerswhat if an edict shoulcl again go forth that none should worship Goll for
thirty days? ,Vould thy faith stand in the hour of trial? W ouldst
ihou bear to be fined and imprisoned, rather than give np thy prayers?
And thou, man ofthe world, \\"ho, but for the strivings ofthy natural conscience, \\"ould never bow the knee before God, how wouldst thou be
moved at the promulgation of such a decree? Wouldst thou tremble to
give up thine apologies for prayer? Think of these questions, and re·
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member that THOU wilt have to serve one of two masters. Believer and
unbeliever, professor and non-professor, hear the words of prophetic
truth: "And all that dwell on the face of the earth shall worship Him,
whose names are not written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from
the foundation of the world." Thou mayest tremble at the thought of
giving up thy semblance of prayer to God; wouldst thou tremble at the
thought of worshipping the beast and Ms £mage, or the dragon and the
beast? Remember, every reader of the Word of God, the time is
drawing near for the conflict; the beast shall "make war wit.h the
SAINTS, and shall overcome THEM, and power shall be given him ovor
all kindreds and tongues and nations;" therefore his power shall be
exercised over thee, whoever thou art. And now the question must
be, Wilt thou y£eld to that power? or wilt thou struggle against it?
If thou yield, thou must WORSHIP. There is the dragon; his mouth is
not shut; it cannot as yet be said-"My God hath sent His angel, and hath
,shut the fdragon'sJ mouth." "And all that dwell on the face of the
.earth shan worship him, whose names are not written in the Book of Life
.of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the wor~d."
Blessed be God, these are they of whom Christ spake: "Thine they
were, and Thou gavest them me, and none shall pluck them out of my
hands." They are seen in the 13th of the Apocalypse as v1"ctims, under
the power of the image of the beast, refusing to receive the mark of the
beast in their foreheads or in their hands, and. THEY ARE KU.LED! And
they are seen again in Chap. xv. as VICTORS, "standing on the sea of glass,
having the harps of God." And then" they sing the song of Moses the
servant of God, and the song of the Lamb." God will make them
" faithful unto death, and so shall they receive the crown of life."
Kennett.
J. F. P.

I

SONG OF LOVE.
MANY a poet has pictured circumstances and feelings that have had no
existence bnt in their own brain; and many a Christian has depicted, in
the enthusiasm of a poetic imagination, heights and depths of reliO'ious
-experience that they were never led into by the teachings of the Sp~it of
God. But affliction has a sobering effect in most instances; and when
deep sufferings, long endured and keenly felt, are the outside circumstances which sUlTound ~nd encase, as it were, the new creatnre that God
has implanted in the soul, then the exercises of such a believer are exceedingly valuahle to the Chur<;h of God. In their joys we read the sweet
supports that God can give, whereby the afflicted and heavy laden are
enabled to rise above the weights that are laid upon them, and" sing the
Lord's song in a strange land." In their deep depression we trace the
omnipotence and sovereignty of God who wounds and heals, kills and
makes alive, maintains their cause, fights their battle, and makes them,
notwithstanding all obstacles, "more than conquerors through Him who
hath loved them."
One of the Lord's loved ones, being laid by for many years on a bed of
languishing, has for some time past used her pen as a solace to while
away the weary hours of sickness. Finding that acceptance with God's
people led to a ready sale, the funds thus obtained were turned to a use
that sympathy dictated-to afford a little help to the Adelaide Hospital.
This refuge for the sick was formed in Dublin for Protestants only, as the
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mixture of Roman Catholics and Protestants produced, in many casesr
mutual unpleasantness, that, under sickness and suffering, added to the
trial of the inmates. The Adelaide Hospital, though surrounded by many
adversaries, is wonderfully sustaineil in its workings. The funds, though
small compared with the mixed hospitals, and those in the hands of Roman
Catholics only, are yet so effectively managed that it is matter for surpriso
and thankfulness the arr;lOunt of good it has done. The Hospital is a
homely building in Peter Street, remarkable for its cleanliness, and the
absence of all show and parade. A staff of hearty, energetic officers and
assistants carry on the work and labour of love with a willing spirit, in
dependance upon the Father of mercies and God of all consolation, who
giveth liberally and upbraideth not; and of the help supplied in answer
to prayer, the God-fearing supporters of the Adelaide Hospital can
repeatedly testify.
The sale of the little publications, which we desire to recommend to the
notice of our readers, was helpful last year towards procuring additional
beds for the hospital, and £10 as a donation. Furthermore, there was
spread abroad, by the circulation of 25,000 copies of one hymn, the sweet
testimony of a suffering child of God to His covenant faithfulness, for
"He doth not lay on man more than is right, lest he should enter into
judgment with Him."
We subjoin a specimen that our readers may judge for themselves r
and should the Leaflets, and the object for which the pecuniary results
are devoted, find favour with any of God's people, they can be supplied
with the series by application to Mr. William Mack, l?ristol.
A SONG OF LOVE.
"In the night His song shall be with me."-PsALM xlii. 8.
It passeth knowledge, that dear love of
Thine,
:My Jesus, Saviour; yet this soul of mine
'Would of Thy love, in all its breadth and
length,
Its height and depth, its everlasting strengtb,
Know more and more.

I am an empty vessel-not one thought,
Or look of love, I ever to Thee brought;
Yet I may come, and come again to Thee,
With this, the empty sinner's only plea,
Thou lovest me.

o fill me, J esns, Saviour, with Thy love r
Lead, lead me to the living fount above;
It passeth telling, that dear love of Thine,
Thither may I, in simple faith, draw nigh,
My Jesus, Saviour; yet these lips of mine And never to another fountain fly,
Would fain proclaim to sinners, far and near,
But unto Thee.
A love which can remove all guilty fear,
And love beget.
And when my Jesus face to face I see,
But though I cannot sing, or tell, or know When at His lofty throne I bow the knee,.
The fulness of Thy love, while here below, Then of His love, in all its breadth and
My empty vessel I may freely bring;
length,
o Thou who art of love tbe living spring, Its height and depth, its everlasting strength,
My vessel fill.
My soul shall sing.

THE lJAw.-A gracious sight of our vileness is the work of Christ alone
by his Spirit. The law is indeed a looking-glass, able to represent the
filthiness of a person; but the law gives not eyes to see that filthinesss
Bring a looking-glass and set it before a blind man: he sees no more spot
in his face than if he had none at all. Though the glass be a good glass,
still the glass cannot give eyes. Yet if he had eyes he would see in the
glass his blemishes.-.Anon.
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GRAOE TRIUMPHANT.
To the Editot· of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR MR. EDIToR,-The friends of Tryplena Ebdon, late of Ledbury,
desire that you should be informed of her happy removal from earth to
heaven. She had (as you know) long been a sufferer from spinal complaint, and had to battle with many trials in obtaining a precarious livelihood through lacework; but her days of SOlTOW are now ended, and
her everlasting joys are be6'un that shall end no more. She had but oue
wish on her dying bed, and that was to let you know how greatly blessed
and comforted she had been through your many years of kindness in
sending her every month the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. She entreated the friends
who visited her to convey to you her grateful thanks, and to say no
words could express the pleasure and profit it gave her. It was a constant ordinance to her, and means of refreshment and blessing to her
soul. I had no particulars of her death; but she was a gracious woman
and lovecl the Gospel, in the faith and hope of which she died. May the
I.Jord pour out His Spirit upon all who write for or read the pages of this
Magazine, and thus continue to give testimony to the Word of His grace
as to its usefulness in the Ohurch of the living Ged.
r remain, deal' Mr. Editor, yours in the truth,
L.
ONE OF THE SONGS OF ZION.
To the Editot· vfthe Gospel Magazine.
Jan. 29, 1871.
DEAR SIR,-VVhat a sweet, soul-solacing relation the Holy Ghost sustains to, and in, the Ohurch of Ohrist, as the Remembrancer. In carrying
~ut the blessedness of this relation He does not only bring words to our
I'emembrance, but the spirit, life, light, liberty, unction, power, nearness,
boldness, confldence, and the riches of the full assurance of understanding
to the acknowledgment of the mystery of Himself, God the Spirit, and of
God the Father, and of OhI'ist, God the Son, in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
While the second hymn, " Abba, Father, Lord, we call Thee," was given
~ut and sung this morning, that unctious composition by Dr. Hawker, I
was carried, in spirit, into the company of that dear man of God, the
Doctor, and I felt such heart-melting sweetness, l!luietness, and holy
wonder, that I could say, It is good for me to be here; indeed, the word
"good" was too little, and r wished a better and larger word; but, though
I have sought a word more full and expressive, yet I cannot find one.
"Abba, Father, Lord, we call Thee." Oh, what there was opened to my
view by the Holy Ghost, in this endearing relation, "Abba, Father." It
brought to my remembrance, and into my possession, the ravishing views
and soul-astonishing revelations of the ancient settlements of grace betwe~ the Eternal Three in God, and my everlasting union, oneness to, in,
and with Jesus that I was favoured with, the first time r heard Dr.
Hawker, in St. Ann's Ohurch, Blackfriars, London..
I said, God be praised for the fire at St. Luke's Ohurch, for this schoolI'oom is a wealthy place, and, like the saints of old, we have been brought
to this place. It is by such openings up of Himself that the Lord works
in me His own precept, "Be sWl, and know tha~ I am God."
R
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My heart was like wax melted, and mine eyes were like the fis1pools in
Heshbon, and I said, if we had not been burned out of St. Luke's, for th~
time, I should have missed this Bethel indulgence. Well may the dear
poet sing:"God moves in a mysterious way."
And, when the Holy Ghost works in my soul' tho mysterious work of
bringing me into a still frame, then I can from my heart sing : " My willing soul would stay
In such a frame as this,
And sit and sing herself away
To everlasting bliss."
I am very oonfident that what has happened at St. Luke's has happeneel
for the furtherance of the truth. It has made many to say what a chock
it has been to them, and how much it has made them ashamed for their>
coldness and lukewarmness; and made them to dread being shut out from
the ministry with which they have been so highly favoured.
I am watching and waiting in confidence that our present painful visitation will, as He hath told me, give Him (Jehovah) an opportunity to make
more of His goodness pass before us, and be tasted by us. To Him bo
glory, Amen and Amen.
THE OLD PILGRIlIf.
A WORD IN SEASON.-OPENSHAW OHUROH AND THE
. FUNERAL SERVICES FOR THE LATE REV. W. PARKS.
To the EditlYl' of the Gospel Maga.zinc.

Boston, 1871.
My DEAR SIR,-Since I know that the true ministers of the cross meet
with many discouragements, and have often to mourn over their little apparent success, I have often felt a great desire to relate a circumstance to
you, upon which I often look back with a great measure of solemn plea..
sure. When, as a poor lad, I was far from my home, and thrown amongst
men who were not only strange to me, but they were, as I once was,
strangers and enemies to that great God who had so mercifully implanted
His fear in my heart, my religious feelings were continually being hurt by
hearing their obscene and blasphemous conversation; and on the Sabbath
day I was very much cast down, in a strange place, and amongst bad
company, yet felt an inward longing to hear the Word of the Lord. I was
very much like a fish out of water, and knew not where to go, nor what to
do, when my eyes and heart were lifted up towards the mercy-throne of
my God. I begged of the Lord to make for me a way of escape from those
that were with me, which He very speedily did, to my great relief anel
encouragement, and I at once started off towards Manchester, and arrived,
very wet with the rain, at Openshaw Ohurch, just in time for morning
service. I there found a mournful assembly come to hear the sermon
occasioned by the death of the minister, the late Rev. W. PARKS, whose
works have since been made a great blessing to me. The service began
with that beautiful and solemn hymn, "Great God, what do I soo and
hear?" and, as I have already said, I was very unc0mfortable and much
cast down. The preacher at length ascended the pulpit, and so earnestly
and fervently begged of the Lord for support and every needed blessing;
and, as he was thus engaged, my soul seemed drawn out with him, ancI
oh, how it was refreshed by hearing the doctrines of free and sovereign
grace (which, through Divine mercy, were then, and still are, the joy and
rejoicing of my heart) so boldly and experimentally presented to view, and
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to feel them so powerfully applied, by the Spirit of God, to my heart. It
lifted me far above my sorrows and difficulties, and I was blessed indeed.
Service being over, I wandered about the streets in a very happy state of
mind, and thus my clothes became dry, and I -was mercifully preserved
from taking cold. I returned to church in time for the afternoon service,
when my enjoyments were again very great, I cannot pretend to describe
half of it; but, from that day to this I have had to bless the Lord for directing my feet to tha: dear spot. The memory of it, like the just, is
blessed, and, I hopo, will ever be so to me. My heart was so melted down
with love and gratitude to my I,ord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. With
those foelings, as I left the church, I stood and took a farewell view of
the preacher as he walked from the door to the grave of the dear departed
one, and then away. May the dear Lord continue to bless his labours,
and bless him in them, is the prayer of-Yours in the Lord,
J. W.
[We thank the unknown, yet well-known, brother for the foregoing
most timely word. The Lord alone knows how acceptable is this dear
brother's testimony. We found it (as we have in other cases, hundreds
of times) to come just when a word of encouragement was most needed.
The Lord be praised for it, and may He strengthen, cheer, and abundantly
bless the writer.-ED. ]
To the Editm" of the Gospel Magazine.

My DEAR BROTHER IN CHRIST,-It has pleased the Lord to take to
Himself my dear mother-in-law, Mrs. Mary Wiginton, of Compton Terrace, Highbury. She entered her eternal last on Saturday, the 18th
March, triumphing in "her precious Jesus." As an old reader of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and known to many who value your journal, be good
enough to give this early intimation of her departure. I hope, in a future
number, to give further details of her joyous end.-Yours in best bonds,
Woodbury, Wanstead.
GEOIWE CO"WELL.
ST. DAVID'S OHUROH, HOLLOWAY, AND ITS SICK AND
SORELY-TRIED VICAR..
[THE annexed letter was addressed to the Rock, and would have been
inserted but for the reasons here given :-" The Editor presents his
compliments to Dr. Doudney, and thanks him very much for the particulars sent respecting Mr. Ormiston's parish. The Editor would gladly
have inserted it in full, but so many appeals are sent (several are now
before him), for which it is utterly impossible to find space, that the
insertion of Dr. Doudney's letter would assuredly have brought another
batch, which it would be hard to exclude and impossible to insert." The
foregoing remarks by the Editor of the Rock confirm the statements
made in the following letter with respect to the position of but too many
of the Parochial Olergy.-ED. ]
To the Editor of the Rock..

SlR,-Since the establishment of your very excellent Journal, I have
occasionally seen advertisements relating to the new District Ohurchof
St. David's, Westbourne Road, Holloway. In consequence of the very
severe illness of the Vicar, the Rev. James Ormiston (who has only
preached twice during the present year), I felt unable to refuse the
urgent solicitation of one of his congregation (an old and valued friend
and relative), to come and help a much-tried and great.ly-afllicted brother.
Familiar as I was with the locality, when resident in Islington, many
R
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,years ago, I was pel:fectly amazed last Sunday at seeing such a uonselypopulated parish which 1. remember only as fields, olle of the many
resorts of the citizens who sought a little recreation and pure air. Then,
as I saw a large Roman Oatholic Ohapel here, and a Oongregational
Ohapel there, I felt how difficult must have been the task to erect another
'building in the self-same neighbourhood. It at once explained the
reason .of the oft-repeated appeal for funds for St. David's Ohurch, which
appeal'ed in your Journal. Entering the building, I saw at a glance that
there had been no extravagance in expenditure. Not a needless shilling
appeared to have been laid out in decoration or display. The walls are
bare brick, and but indifferently" pointed," if indeed" pointed" at all.
The continued illness of the Incumbent had served, in great measure, to
scatter the congregation. This, I doubt not, has checked the progress of
the afflicted Minister's recovery, he having become personally responsible
for a large proportion of the building-debt.
Now the question is, Ought this state of things to exist? Ought suoh
an amount of- secular work to fall upon the Minister? Ought he to be
called upon to " leave the Word of God, to serve tables?" In addition to
the burden of the word of the Lord, ought his mind to be day and night
borne down under the pressure of builders' demands? If the reply be
in the negative, then I ask, Who is willing to undertake the responsibility ? If the thing is to be done at all, the clergyman must do it ;
and, in doing it, but, alas! too many bring themselves to a premature
grave. I do not hesitate to say, that two most arduous labourers in this
anoient city of Bristol, lately both fell victims to their self-denying efforts
in the erection or renovation of their Ohurches and School-houses. The
Rev. William Bruce and the Rev. J ames Bowley lay dead at the same time,
and within a few hundred yards of each other. Again, not onlyifOhurches
and School-houses are to be built, must the clergyman bear the weig-ht of
it; but, when this is accomplished, they are too much regarded in the light
of relieving officers; and their usefulness or acceptability parochially-not
ministerially-is estimated according to the length of their purse. Moreover, in such parishes as St. David's, Holloway, there are no gifts or endowments such as are common to old and long-established parishes.
Now, the whole question comes to this, Ought these things,to be? Is
there not some defect in our parochial system, if, when a church is needed,
the clergyman is to undertake the weight and responsibility of its erection? and, when built and in operation, ought 118 to bear the loss in case
of a deficiency of funds for meeting the expenses of divine worship? Is
this the case, I ask, with our Nonconformist friends? I say,' No. I
spent an hour or two with a dear friend at B-- last week, who happens
to be one of the deacons of a Baptist chapel there. From him I learnt
that the entire management and responsibility of secular matters rests
with them, and that all their minister had to do with money was to go
and receive quarterly the amount (£175 per quarter) paid into his credit
at the bank. The late J oseph Irons, the respected minister of Grove Ohapel,
Camberwell, once told me, that one of his deacons regularly waited upon
him, once a quarter, with a bank-note for £100. Last Sunday morning
the annual collection was made at a Baptist Ohapel, at Oroydon, where
Mr. Ooville preaches, and which only seats 400 people: the amount of the
morning collection alone was £209 ! .;:. On that very moming I pleaded, to

'* The Oity Press, of March 25, publishes the particulars of a S~rmon preached before
the Lord Mayor, Sheriffs, and a large congregation, at Cripplegate Church, on Sunday,
the 19th inst. The collection was under £20 ! !
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the best of my feeble ability, for the cause of my poor and affiicted friend's
church; and the result of all my pleas and arguments was £6! I thought
it was too true a token of the poverty of the preacher's powers. Some
had been wont to call him a good beggar; there wanted no stronger proof
than this paltry .£6 of his being a very bad one.
The fact is, Sir, the Ohurch of England is accounted very rich, and the
notion is wide-spread that her clergy m'e well paid; but, if such as entertain the notion had accompanied me between the morning and evenin~
. services to the house of the sick and sorely-afflicted ineumbent of St. David's,
Holloway, they would have said there are exceptions-and those exceptions, I am quite sure, are very, very numerous-to the vainly-imaginecl
rule of the well-paid clergy. They would find that the incumbents of
newly-appointed and poor and popular parishes have the very greatest
difficulty in making both ends meet, called on as they are so continually
to respond to the urgent appeals of the sick and the destitute.
Forgive the length at which I have addressed you, and permit me to
add one word. Are there among yom' many clerical readers, any who
hold and preach the good old doctrines which Toplady and Romaine
and Newton and Berridge delighted to proclaim, who would be willing to
afford our afflicted friend amI brother gratuitons help for a Sunday or
two? A dearfellow-Iabourer in this neighbourhood (the Rev.W. Saunders)
has promised for one Sunday in April, I am responsible for two. Will
any brother attending the May Meetings kindly tender his services? and
should any lay brothel' in the Lord, under whose eye this simple statement of facts may fall, have a £5 note, or even a sovereign, to spare, I am
sure it would be most acceptablo to, and thankfully received by, the Rev.
James Ormiston, Vicar of St. David's, Holloway, at his address, 61,
Ellington Street, N.
Permit me to add, that this letter is written wholly without his knowledge; but I pray God it may not be without so;me good results. How
such results would rejoice my heart !-I am, Sir, ]>espectfully yours,
D. A. DOUDNEY, D.D.,
March 14, 1871.
Vicar of St. Luke's, Bedminster.
Since the foregoing was written, we have received two letters, from
which we extract the following : " Islington,· Mm'clt 17.
"DEAR Sm,-By God's especial morcy, I was enabled to be at St.
David's twice last Sabbath-day. To those of us who read your valuable
publication, the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, you cannot be a stranger. So long as
I have been wishing to hear you and see you, it was, as you may suppose,
an especial treat and privilege t(') be allowed to listen to those glorious Godglorifying truths, the impression of which will, I trust, never wear off.
To one so depressed, so cast down as I am, YOIU' words were most comforting-nothing in ourselves, but all in Ohrist: His work in us. Rest
assured you spoke in season to weary and heavy-laden siuners such as I
am. Do you think, if God wills, you shall ever preach at St. David's
again? I am not a member of poor dear Mr. Ormiston's congregation,
as I live too far off, but occasionally, when strength is given me, go to
hear him. May the Lord restore him to health !-Believe me, yours most
sincerely and gratefully,
"0. S., A Clergyman's 'Vidow."
"Holloway, Jl1arch 17th, 1871.

"My DEAlt OOUSIN,-I am sure if no one else had receive,l benefit,
the eomfort that dear Mrs. Ormiston derived from your services would
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amply have repaid you. And much she neeued it, to arm her against
fresh trials which have come upon her this weele. vVhen M-- G-went down to-day, she found that their one littlo servant [you know
they have uut one] had complained of sore throat yesterday, so she
was told to remain in bed. this morning until the Doctor had seen her;
and, when he came, he said it was scar'let fever/:- and that she must be
removed as soon as possible; so you may fancy the distress of poor
Mrs. Ormiston, with no one to help her all day. I do hope we shall
get someone to-morrow. Is it not wave upon wave? However, there
is still one Arm all sufficient, upon which I am sure she is enabled to
lean! Bless the Lord for such a refuge! ' A very present help in time of
trouble.' Oh, what a letter I have by me from our beloved Mr. Ormiston
on the subject of his present affliction! I can hardly help transcribing
a few lines:'Marcl~ 8th. 1871.
• Daily He loads me with benefits. Angels' fooel is my constant portion.
A new song seems given every hour. Faith cannot keep pace with the
promises; for no sooner are they discovered than the fulfilment is sealed.
One of my greatest mercies is that our all-wise and loving Father sent
me this sickness. I shall never be able sufficiently to bloss His holy
name for this benefit. Oh! suoh a measure of His precious presence
has been granted me all along. I can set my hand to that Scripture, "Yea,
the darkness hideth not from Thee, but the nigltt shineth as the day."
I, too, can testify that I have taken the wings of the morning. I have
been down in the depths, even in the uttermost paths of the sea, but
there He was beforehand; there His hand led me, and His right hand
upheld me. Faithful Jesus! Oh, to go with a whole heart whithersoever
He leadeth us ! ' &c., &c.
"Is not this won.derful faith, patience, and submission, in the midst of
the storm and tempest?
"May the good Lord grant us all a like precious faith in the hour of
trial!-With kind love and thanks, believe me, evor yours affectionately,

"L. S."
Notwithstanding the remarks made in our letter to the Editor of the
Rock, we cannot but see the overruling and well-ordering hand of our
God, even in regard to the circumstances to which we have alluded.
There is not a question that the very position into which such ministers as
have such responsibilities thrown upon them, are led thereby to see the
graoious interposing hand of their Lord in connexion with them; how He
has all hearts in His direction and under His Divine control; how timely
and how merciful His provision! Moreover, it furnishes such ministers.
with not only messages to the throne, but matter for the pulpit. Ah,
preaching is comparatively easy, as well as blessed, work, in times of trial.
It is in the pulpit, after the heart has been poured out before the Lord,
that it is now, in due course, poured forth beforo the people. By marked
and timely and gracious interpositions the Lord-Jehovah is known and
testified of as the God of Providence, as well as the God of all grace. A
blessed familiarity and a holy fellowship are known and advocated.
Moreover, there is, by this very experience of weight and care and responsibility, a personal knowledge of, and a practical sympathizing with, the
condition of multitudes of the Lord's own dear children left in the midst of
this poor, sinful, dying world, to grapple with its cares and vexations, and
its hostility to God and His truth. If a minister were not himself per. • By a subsequent letter we learn that
the fever.-ED.

III
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Ormiston's two children are laid down
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sonally tried and exercised, his knowledge of, and professed sympathy
with, his hearers under trial and exercise, would be merely guess-work.
It is the personal knowledge-the heartfelt experience-which, under the
Holy Ghost's distinctive power and blessed application, give weight and
tone, unction and dew, comfort and encouragement, with the preached
Word. " As in water face answereth to face, so doth the heart of man to
man." "Out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaketh."
To contemplate more fully the Lord's power in sustaining and comforting
His dear people-especially His ministering servants-under His afflictive hand and Fatherly and loving discipline, the I'eader need see, as we
saw, our afflicted friend and brother in his weakness and prostration,
.and when laid aside from the most sacred of all labours, in the service
{)f the most gracious of all masters. It is in connexion with such personal contact the sweet fruits and blessed effects, as manifested in the
testimony of our friend, as just now quoted, will appear in the more
marked way and manner. Moreover, the divine all-sufficiency of our
adorable J ehovah-Jesus will be the more clearly and blessedly seen. Oh,
for what condition and to what circumstances is He not at on'.)e equal and
,divinely adapted? To what depths will He not descend in company with
His afflicted ones? In what furnaces-heated as they may be seven
times hotter than they are wont to be heated-will He not, as in days of/\
(lld, appear as the Supporter, the Sustainer, the Soother, and the Comforter
()f His dear suffering ones? When, where, under what circumstances l
will He ever fail them? The thing is an actual impossibility. And oh,
the lessons-the sweet, salutary, never-to-be-forgotten lessons-learnt
in the depths and in the darkness-in the fires and in the floods! "Who
teacheth like Him?" "vVho is a God like unto our God?" The writer
(whoever that writer may be) ofthe following lines knows experimentally
()f these \;livine " secrets of the Lord which are with them who fear Him! "

n\

"WIIOJlf RAVE I

I~

HEAVEN nUT THEEf"

All gone! All gone! for this life gone: And going fast, where most are gone,
My days of health and strength,
Loved friends of early years,
Wearied and worthless-glad were I The world grows stranger day by day,
To welcome home at length.
And Heaven ?nOl'e real appears.
And yet I'm happier far in truth,
'Tis well I'm cast the more on One:
Than ere I was in buoyant youth;
Stars scarce are missed when shines the
For Jesus, Thou art marc to me [be. Lord Jesus, Thou art more to me [sun;
Than health or strength or youth could Than loved and living hearts could be.
All gone! All gone! for this life gone: Deal' Lord, I thankful kiss the rod
Dear hopes too fondly nursed.
Which gently strips me bare,
They glittered long around my path, And lays me on Thy loving breast
']'ill each bright bubble burst.
To lose all sorrows there.
[spilled,
I wept, but oh! 'twas blessed despair 'Twas anguish when earth's cup was
Whichledmeheaven's ownjoyto share; But now by Thee 'tis over-filled;
For Jesus, Thou art more to me [be. For Jesus, Thou art more to me
Than hope's fond dream fulfilled could Than all earth's brimming cup could bc,
All gone! All gone! for this life gone: What love! to show a soul so vile,
My youth's elastic spring,
A more than mother's care;
{)f vigour stripped, I'm laid aside,
And lead through Wl'eckof earthly j oys,
.A wom and wO'rlhless thing!
Thy jO'1jS with Thee to share. [given,
'But then I'm broughtfarmoretomove, What gTace that Thou to such hast
Thy tender, patient, pitying love;
I The foretaste now of bliss in heaven;
For Jesus, Thou art more to me
IThis foretaste even now to me,
'Than self-reliant strength could be.
More than a thousand worlds could be.
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THE LATE DR. DALTON.
IT is long since we were so taken by surprise as when we heard of the so
sudden and unexpected l'emoval of our very old and much-beloved friend
the late Rector of Tramore, county of Waterford. We regret that the
only particulars we have as yet been able to obtain are gleaned from the>
newspapers, from which we learn, that, after taking the entire services in
his church on Sunday, the 12th March, he had only just retired to rest,
when he rang his bell, became unconscious, and shortly afterwards.
passed away, at the age of fifty-five. A more enviable termin[\,tion of a
long and useful career we cannot imagine. The correspondent of [\, Dublin
paper states, that Dr. Dalton preached most e[\,rnestly on the last
morning of his life from the words, "Strive to entor in at thestrait gate." The congregation, he says, were much struck with
their pastor's earnest manner. May his dying words prove to benever-to-be-forgottel1 words !Eut what a glorions close! Labouring,
as he for so many years had loved to do, up to almost the last honr'
of his mortal life, he quietly and peacefully passed a'Yay into theimmediate presence of his loved and loving Lord and Master. We say,
he "laboured i" and so he did. His fellow we never met. He"laboured," indeed, "in season and out of season." If any man evel'
sowed beside all waters, dear Dr. Dalton did. A more thorough" livingepistle" we never had the privilege to know. Who that ever was a
{visitor at the rectory can forget his daily walk and conversation? His.
- prayers how full, fervent, and comprehensive! His words to the many
&pplicants who daily, hourly-and month after month, and year after'
year-hovered round his study door and window, how gentle and for, bearing i applicants, too, of another creed, and who, strictly speaking,
had no claim upon him. Although Dr. Dalton had no chilg,ren, he
might have been regarded, in a parochial sense, as the head of one vast
I household; he possessed, and he exhibited in his every-day life, theI solicitude of a father, the tenderness of a brother, and the self-denying
I devotedness of a friend.
His last words to us were words of deep symI pathyon account of our late fire, and his readiness to help in a pecuniary
point of view, if such help were needed. Such was the man, theChristian, and the Minister, now called to his rest! As yet we have (as.
previously intimated) received no particulars; but we have not a question that the scene at Dr. Dalton's fuooral was one of real and deepest
lamentation, not merely upon the part of his own people, but likewise on
the part of the poor Roman Catholic population by whom he was surrounded. It is the re.moval of such men that the poor Irish peasantry
(although Romanists) will feel, and that most deeply, too. What a,
blank will be now left in the parish of Tram:>re, which has for upwards
of twenty years been so well and so efficiently supplied. ~Vell indeed.
may it be said of its beloved and now so-justly-Iamented Rector, "Mark
the perfect man, and behold the upright, for the end of that man is
peace."
Since the foregoing was written, we have received a copy of the County
~exford Expre88, from which we copy the particulars of our beloved.
~rlend's funeral, as quoted from the Waterford Mail. As we had intimated
1ll our previous remarks, it will be seen in what esteem the deceased was
held by all parties: Nothing would have proved this more fully than the
]:equest made by the neighbouring Roman Catholic priest, that the funeral
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should be delayed half-an-hour, in order that his congregation might be
able to attend it. We never knew a more striking proof of respect for a.
Protestant clergyman, on the part of one of a totally opposite creed, as this.
Our familiarity with the entire locality, and during our last visit to
Ireland, having several times occupied our dear friend's pulpit, bringf;lthe whole scene the more vividly before us. Passing so frequently
together over the road between the rectory and the church, how little did
we think how soon it would witness the spectacle about to be described.
And how remarkable, moreover, that our dear friend should have so
realized his ardent desire for sudden death, and that upon the closing up'
of his Sabbath's services. Again, our beloved brother in the Lord, and.
one of our first and most devoted friends in Ireland-the Rev. W.
Sandford-little thought when we met at 'rramore, after an interval of
many years' absence from each other, that he would so soon occupy th~
pulpit of our mutual friend under such sorrowful circumstances. Oh,
dear readers, how powerfully do all these facts speak to us. How loudly
do such events say, "Be ye also ready, for at such an hour as ye think
not the Son of Man cometh." Further, how does it suggest to us that,
whilst it behoves us to hold our comforts with a loose hand, we should
seek to regard trial, affliction, and sorrow as but light in weight and
transient in duration.
" The funeral of this much-loved clergyman had been arranged to leave
the Rectory at Tramore on Friday, at twelve o'clock, but was delayed
half-an-hour in consequence of a note from the Rev. J. Ryan, 0.0., in
which he expressed a hope that it would not be inconvenient to name.
half-past twelve, as it would admit of those present at Mass on that day
(St. Patrick's-day) attending the funeral, which request was considerately
acceded to.
" The whole town of Tramore was in mourning, and on all the roads
converging towards the rectory were thronged with people of all classes,
hastening to show their love and regard for the deceased gentleman, who
was esteemed for his manliness, and loved for his great kindliness. Many
of those thus gathering to his interment had felt the kindly grasp of his
hand, been cheered by his ever ready sympathy, and many aided by his
Imrse. He was indeed a noble specimen of his race; to a heart overtlowing with sympathy, a disposition ever cheerful, and glowing, he added
a generosity rarely seen.
"Dr. Dalton was known as an earnest student, and ready composer.
Many of his works show a warmth of imagination and felicity of diction;
and his labours in promotion of religious knowledge were recognised by
one of the Foreign Universities, which conferred honoris cattsa, the degree
of Doctor of Divinity upon him, in recognition of his valuable services in
aid of religion and morality; but it was not his mental acquirements, high
as they were, which secured him the love that burst forth spontaneously
in the breasts of thousands, who hastened to express it by their presence
on this the last sad· occasion, when men assemble to show forth their
appreciation of the inanimate dust which once breathed, moved, and felt.
"All classes were represented; amongst his clerical brethren who attended the funeral were : " The Very Rev. Dean Hoare, the Ven. Archdeacon Alcock, the Ven.
Archdeacon Rylancl, Rev. Thomas Gimlette, Rev. John De Renzie, Rev.
O. Perry, Rev. J. F. Parker, Rev. James Lawson, Rev. George Phaire,
Rev. T. F. Brady, Rev. W. Vi. Godfrey, Rev. W. H. Kerr, Rev. N.

218

Tlte Gospel Magazine.

Wilkinson, Rev. W. Mackesy, Rev. J. S. Fletcher, Rev. vV. H. Hackett,
Rev. W. Fitzpatrick, Rev. John Ryan, C.C., Rev. Dr. Burrows, Rev. Dr.
Crooke.
" There was no portion of his duty which seemed to impart greater zest
than that which brought him into contact with the young. His genial,
affectionate, and almost playful manner endeared him to them. He
eonducted the Sunday class, and attended to the week-day education of
the children with great zeal, care, and faithful knowledge. The school
treats which he got up for them at Christmas and autumn were times of
great enjoyment and festivity. His addresses on these occasions were
fervid and affectionate. He showed a warm interest in their after progress in life, and was ever ready to promote their interests. The children
repaid the affection and care he extended to them with a warm and ardent
love, and these almost orphans by the death of their pastor and friend,
formed a very interesting feature in the funeral cortege. The classes were
marshalled by their several teachers, his own special class showing the
sad vacancy which had been made by death.
"The Rev. Dr. Dalton, while making arrangements for. the future,
appears to have re~lized the uncertainty of time, and to have made future
arrangements. He had pointed out the spot in which he wished to be
interred, which is between the church, principally built by his exertions,
and the school-house, to build which he raised the funds, both of which
edifices are lasting memorials to his zeal, and to the power he possesses
-over his flock. He had arranged to deliver a lecture at St. Olave's
Church, in Waterford, on Wednesday evening, but his place was taken
by the Venerable Archdeacon Alcock, who delivered a feeling address, in
which he alluded to the great loss that had been sustained in the sudden
death of the pastor of 'l'ramore. It took place at a time, and in the
manner in which he hoped it would. He has been heard to express the
wish that his end might be sudden, and that it might occur on a Sabbath
evening, after the close of his day's work, both of which events occurred.
"The gentlemen selected to carry the coffin out of the Rectory were:
Messrs. Abraham Denny, J.P.; COllgreve Rogers, J.P.; Thomas Wilson,
.LP.; Humphrey J ames, J. L. Hickey, and Cresar Fleury.
" There was a hearse in attendance, but the devotedness of the people
was such that they would not allow the loved remains to be placed in it.
~rhoy carried the coffin all the way; at one time it was borne by six
..stalwart coastguard men; at another by six of the constabulary, but
more frequently by the people who thronged round it, considering it a·
'Privilege to bear its weight. On its entering the churchyard it was again
taken charge of by those to whom the duty was assigned, and was met
by the Rev. Thomas Gimlette, who preceded the coffin into the church,
pronouncing the portion of the burial service suitable for the·occasion.
The coffin was deposited in the aisle of the church, which was drapecl
in black, and thronged to overflowing with ladies and others. This work,
as well as the funeral arrangements, were entrusted to Mr. Henry D.
Palmer, by whom they were well and efficiently carried out.
"The service was then proceeded with by the Rev. Mr. Gimlette.
"The lesson was read by the'jVenerable Archdeacon Alcock. On its
eonclusion he ascended the pulpit, and addressed the audience as follows:" 'Great griefs, brethren, are silent; they find no words. Pent-up
within, they press upon the heart with a heavy, heavy weight. ,Vhen
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friends are come together, the waters meet, and sometimes burst their
gates, and then there is a flood of weeping. When the sons of Jacob
buried their father, on returning they passed Jordan's stream, and stayed
at the threshing~floor of Atad, and their mourning was a sore and grievous
lamentation. The inhabitants said, this is a grievous mourning, and they
-called the name of the place Abel Mizraim-that is, the mourning of the
Egyptians. This is our Abel Mizraim. This, our place of mourning, we
lay the father sleeping there, among the flock. Not there, not there; he
is not there; it is but the house, it is forsaken by the inhabitant; it is
but the stricken tent, the dweller has fled-the spirit has gone up on high;
the master called; the angel came; the messenger of light was his companion in his. flight upwards. Death unbarred the gate. He is not
there; we see the face no more; we hear his voice no more. The
familiar form, as he went from house to house, on his mission of
kindness, will never visit us again. The father, the friend, is gone. He
was truly a man to whom one could open the heart. He will no more
speak a word of kindness. and sympathy. Your pastor's visits are
-ended; his comforting, cheering smilE> is gone; his voice is silent;
his spirit has fled. No more, no more, will he stand here and speak
to you and plead, and plead, as he used to do, with earnestness and
:.zeal. His words were truth, earnest truth. He pleaded because he
believed. If you could. hear him now, he would say, "All I said
was truth;" "Let my words sink down into your hearts, 'tis all truth."
With ever-increasing love he pleaded. His last words were prophetic.
He spoke from this place last Sabbath evening, and said, "Now is the
accepted time, now is the day of salvation; who shall see to-morrow's·
.sun ?" and ere to-marrow's sun-he was gone! It may be that from
the grave of our departed brother some flower may spring up-some
fruit may appear, that will last to eternity. His death! what a solemn,
though startling, thought. It has a voice, a startling voice. " The
Lord's voice crieth to the city." His providence has a voice. It spoke
aloud; it crieth to the city, it crieth to the community, it crieth to the
-congregation. Men of wisdom, discern, and see it, and hear it. God's
voice speaks in this providence. What saith the voice? what saith that voice?
It saith, "Time is short, time is short; the work is great, the work is great;
the end is near, the end is near. The issues are for ever. Time is short;
the work is great; the end is near; the issues are for ever." Men think
time is long, because they do not look into eternity. Time shrinks into
a moment in comparison with eternity. "These light afflictions, which
.are but for a moment," says the Apostle. "How frail I am," exclaims
the Psalmist. "My days as a handbreadth," says the Prophet. When
we stand on the brink of this grave, and look back, time is but as a
moment. In the last year, the last month, the last week, the Jas~ day,
the last hour, we look back, time seems short. The magnitude of the
interests involved. Oh! how momentous! Oh! what work is to be
.done; what evil to escape. " Flee from the wrath to come," is the voice
·of God's messenger. Men don't believe it, but the day is coming when
they will call on the mountains and rocks to hide them. What interests
.depend on time! Time, now of which we do not possess one moment,
and so great the work. "Now is the accepted time." Hell is to be
-escaped; it is the sinner's doom. Oh! what a work to be done, Christ is
to be heard, heaven to be won, om' souls saved, all to be secm'ed. We
should give all diligence to make our calling and election sure. You may
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say, "'tis done." Ah! but it is to be embraced. "Vork done, and done
at such a cost! If the interests involved were not so great, would heaven
have been moved? If salvation was not so needed, would God have
given His own Son? If pardon was not required, would the grave have
opened, and the Son of .God gone up to heaven to make reconciliation for
us? How oft has HE pleaded with you to believe? His Spirit now
says: "All true; I knew it before, I see it now." Time is short, the
end near. A little while, and the scythe of death will sweep over
each of us, and leave us low. The end near, but a step between you.
and death; it is hid, but it is only a narrow, thin partition separates
between you and the world unseen. Does not He who knows our
frame, and is acquainted with the formation of our system, tell yOll
how frail is the thread? Oh, if men believed it they would not be so
engrossed in earth, and when death comes they are unprepared j they
spend time and thought on the interests of earth, and forget eternity.
The politician, the stateman, the lawyer, the man of business, and the
tradesman, allow earthly interests to engross them all. "Oh, that they
were wise, that they would consider their latter end!" God thus
speaks: The end is near, and the issues are momentous.
Once
pass the threshold, you cannot return.
If you miss the way there
is no other trial. " It is appointed unto men once to die, and after that
the judgment." Thtl issue is plain. Young and old, rich and poor, high
and low-listen to the 'voice from the coffin, from the dead----,-nay, but.
from the living. Hear the voice of God by His messenger. Hear andi
believe, and this day of mourning may be a day of thanksgiving forhaving received from above that life which shall live for ever.' "
" During the delivery of this address the audience was much affected,
and sobs could be heard in the church.
"At the conclusion of the address, the coffin was borne out of the Church,
and at the grave the Rev. Francis T. Brady, in a voice tremulous with.
sorrow, concluded the burial service. The coffin, upon which some
children had strewn flowers, was lowered into the grave, and the earth.
closed upon the form of one who was deeply loved for his worth, and is
mourned over with true and heartfelt sorrow.
"At the special request of the Lord Bishop of Cashel, the Rev. W.
Sandford, Rector of Kilvennon, discharged the duties on Sunday. The
church was draped with black cloth.
"The sermon, which occupied nearly an hour, was preached from the
text, 'The things that are :seen are temporal, but the things that are
unseen are eternal.' The rev. speaker bore a high testimony to the
worth of the deceased rector, dwelt upon his devotedness to the cause of
which he was a minister, and to the consistency of his Christian character. He urged upon the congregation to provide a fitting successor."
Is not the soul more than raiment, more than fr:ends, more than life,
yea, more than all? Then why do you not labour to cnrich YOUl~
soul? 'Twere better to have a rich soul under a threadbare coat,
than a threadbare soul under a golden garment. If ho be a monster
among men, who makes liberal provision for his servant or his slave,
and starves his wife, what a monster is he who makes much provision for his baser part, but none for his noble nature. Ah, friends,
a slothful heart in the things of God)s a very heavy juclgment.-Brooks.
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ITow sweet tk word! How thankful our poor neighbours
across the Ohannel would be if it expressed to them a reality; but such
is not yet the case: they are still in a fearful state of trouble, for now to
all their former sufferings is added that of discord aud rebellion. Paris
ihas been taken possession of by a largo body of insurgents, and the
Government chosen by the National Assembly have had to evacuate the
city as if it were a hostile one, and have taken refuge at Versailles.
Barricades are erected in the streets, and two French Generals, Locomte
and Olement Thomas, have been barbarously murdered. Poor France! .
The conditions of peace were ratified by the National Assembly at
Bordeaux, and the German troops started on their way homewards. The
Emperor of Prussia did not carry out his intention of entering Paris in
triumph; but his army took possession of a portion of the city, 30,000
men only being allowed to remain in at one time. Thus this great war
seemed over, although there is every probability of its being renewed at
no very distant date; for France avows that she will never be contented
until she has her revenge.
PEACE!

/'
INCIDENT OF THE ENTRY.

"A German in civilian's clothes had been giving explanations to some
Gm-man soldiers when the crowd mobbed him, and he sought protection
from the German troops. Seeing this, a workman came behind one of the
soldiers, and struck him on the helmet with the palm of his hand. The
soldier grew crimson with rage at this insult, and ordered his men to
prepare to fire. A panic fortunately ensued, and everyone fled for their
lives. Providentially the soldier refrained from firing, or it would in all
probability have been the signal for a frightful massacre."
A HORIUDLE SCENE.

"Towards the afternoon a body of some 200 or 300 men were seen
<:merging from the Rue St. Antoine, escorting, or rather drat\:ging, a
well-dressed man, who, bareheaded, was held by the collar by two
Ohasseurs-a-pied. Loud cries of 'To the River!' 'He is an informer,
a spy of Pietri's!' were heard, while other voices exclaimed, 'They
want to restore their bludgeon days. No pity: away with spies!' It
was stated that this person had been seen, pencil in hand, noting down
the numbers of the battalions which made their appearance upon the
Place. U 13011 being questioned by the two soldiers, he replied that it
was no business of theirs, and it was asserted that he struck at them
with a casse-tete. He was then seized, searched, and upon him were
-found a revolver and papers proving that he belonged to the Police.
This discovery exasperated the crowd, and the unhappy man was dragged
towards the canal, into which he was about to be cast, when some better,disposed persons thrust him into the guard-house, and the officer
·commanding the post ordered the gates to be clllsed. The quays were
thronged with an excited and furious crowd, who demanded the surrender
of the prisoner, and the execution of the popular sentence. The officer
climbed upon the railings and explained to the mob that it was his duty
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to retain the prisoner, in order that he might be conveyed to the Prefecture, and besought them to be calm. His exhortation was not listened
to. Cries of 'They want to let him escape!' 'Give him up to us!'
drowned his voice. Some Foot Chasseurs got over the railings, and werO'
followed by many of the crowd, and recaptured the poor wretch, whom
the National Guards on duty made no effort to save. Blows fell thickly
upon him; he was hustled and kicked, and appeared almost dead. TherO'
were at that time about 20,000 persons collected on tllO Place de la
Bastille, but, although those who called for the death of their victim only
numbered 400 or 500, of whom a great proportion were mere !Jam£ns, no
attempt was made to prevent the execution of their bloodthirsty decree.
The prisoner was dragged towards the Boulevard Bourbon, he begg-ing
to be allowed to shoot himself. The Cbasseurs who held him put him
upon a bench and submitted the question to the crowd. 'Will you.
allow the prisoner to blowout his brains with his own revolver?' 'No!'
was the response, followed by cries of 'To the water with him!' A
move was then made towards the Quai Remi IV., and there, doubtingwhether their victim might be able to swim, they took the precaution of
tying his arms and legs, and in that condition carried as a mere bundleon to a barge, whence they flung him into the river. The current immediately bore away the helpless mass, at which showers of stones werehurled. -Some men belonging to river steamers attempted to cast life·
buoys to the drowning man, but they were driven off by the furious
execrations of the mob, .and ultimately desisted. The body drifted under
the piling at the point of the TIle Saint Louis, and was no more seen."
GENERAL MOURNING IN PRUSSIA.

The Berlin correspondent of the ])aily News says that the whole of
Prussia is at once to go into mourning for six weeks, now that peace has
been definitely concluded. The actual mourning of the people is, however,
already very visible. No fewer than 30,000 young men have lost their
lives on the battle-field, or from wounds received there. The system of
universal military service having now in great part ful£i.lled. the purpose
for which it was designed, islikely, the correspondent thinks, to be modified. When the general mourning is over, the triumphal entry of the
German troops into Berlin is to take place. It will bo a great national
festival of some days' duration, and the flocking of visitors to Berlin will
be enormous.
BOOTY.

" Some idea of the extent of the booty secured by the Germans during
the late war may be formed when it is known that there are now 212,000
chassepots in the citadel of Mayence alone. Many are, it is true, more or
less injured, but some have never been used at all. This month whole
chests of the finest arms have been brought in which had never been
unpacked, having fallen into German hands as soon as they left the
foundry. Many estimate the number of small firearms taken at a million,
including 200,000 not yet brought to Germany by the army before Paris.
As one of these guns stands the buyer in 100 francs at least, we have
here a loss to France of 100,000,000 already, not to mention the ammunition taken."
A TROPHY.

" On the 19th was commenced the removal of the monster cannon, tbo
Valerie, which was placed on the bastion of St. Germain at Mont Valericn
>
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The plan of removal is to convey it to tho Soino, and embark it in a gWlboat, which takes it to St. D nis, whence it will be conveyed by railway
to Berlin. The Valeri will have the place of honQur in the Prussian
capital in the place called Kastanieh-waeldehn, near the great avenue of
the LindenstraBse."
STATE OF TIlE GERMAN ARMY.

Dr. Horn, a woll-known German correspondent, writing from the Loire,
gives a graphic picture of the present st'l.te of Prince Frederick Charles's
victorious army, which illustrates the care bestowed by the Prince on
overy detail, even to outward show. It seems that when the troops which
drove Chanzy to Laval returned to Le Mans, not many weeks since, the
men's clothing had fairly given out under the severe work and weather of
the continued campaign. Dr; Horn saw the lOth Corps J,llarch in, and
says that every branch of the late French Army of the West was represented in the trousers of the Germans, more than half of whom were
clothed, at least as to the nether man, in pails tak n in the recent captures
of Fren 'h trains, or clothes thrown away Dy fugitive Mobiles, who were
anxious to return to the plainer and safer dress of civil life. These same
regiments are now at Orleans, undergoing daily exercise, completely and
smartly dressed in genuine Prussian style, supplies having been hurriecl
up from the depots of the corps by rail, and supplemented by large tailoriug establishments set up for the purpose in the city under the fieldmarshal's orders. Not a company in the corps but is now fit to be paraded
for any duty, ornamental or otherwise. The artillery have also been fully
re-supplied with all deficiencies to their waggons and maUriel, so as to be
ready for any service. No one could now tell, adds the writer, how lately
they had been hotly engaged.
TITE MANSION IlOUSE RELIEF }'UND.

This fund has l'isen to the amount of nearly £120,000; and it has been
carefully distributed amongst the distressed pOlmlation of Paris. They,
poor people, soem to have highly appreciated the gift, and their expressions of gratitude are described as being of the most earnest character;
but it is not so with their rulers, for when a proposal was made in the
National Assembly that thanks should be given to England for her kindness to the French, the mover was at once put down by overwhelming
shouts of "No!" Not even a vote of thanks for all the aid which we
gave to their sick and wounded in the war, or for this noble additional
gift of £120,000! It is to be feared that our own charitable institutions
will suffer much from this extra benevolence, for already some of them
are deploring a deficiency in their usual roceipts. The Church Pastoral
Aid Society, e.g., reports that its receipts are £7,000 less this year than
last.
A warm debate has taken place in the House of Commons upon the
condition of Ireland. Mter all that has been done for that discontented
country, it seems to be, in some parts, in as bad a condition as it well
can boo Even the spoliation of the Established Church-that much
talked of panacea for all its evils-has failed to remedy those evils; anel
the state of the county of Westmeath is so deplorable, that Mr. Gladstone has boon obliged to ask for a Secret Committee to help him to
govern it. Mr. Disraeli had good I'eason for saying, "He (Mr. Gladstone) has boen returned to this House with an immense majority,
mainly with tho obj ect of securing tho tranquillity and content of Ireland,
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I-hs anything been grudged him? Time, labour, dcvotion--whatever
has been demanded-has been accorded; whatever has been proposed
has been carried. Under his influence, and at his instance, we have
legalized confiscation (cheers), we have consecrated sacrilege (cheers),
.and we have condoned high treason (cheers) iwe have destroyed
-churches, we have shaken property to its foundation, and we have
€mptied gaols (cheers) i and now he cannot govern a county, and he
must come to a Parliamentary Committee. (Great cheering.) Thc
Tight hon. gentleman, after all his heroic exploits, and at the head of his
great majority, is making Government ridiculous." Chief Justice
Monaghan, in his recent charge to the grand jury of 'Vestmeath,
stated, that things there are going on from bad to worse. There had
been three murders, four lives attempted, forty-five threatening letters
written, and six houses burned since last Assizes, and few of the culprits
had become amenable. The Grand Jury made a presentment, endorsing,
.from their own knowledge and from the evidence before them at the
Assizes, Ijord Hartington's statement that an unlawful conspiracy existed in Westmeath, and that all efforts made to check intimidation had
proved insufficient. This is only what we may expect, so long as unlawful
\Imeans are made use of to accomplish our purposes, aud so long as sop
li~after sop is thrown to the real source of the evil-Romanism, instead of
' 1'€lldeavouring to check it or root it out.
The Eastern Conference has ended its work, and Russia has got what
she wanted. The clauses of the treaty of 1856, securing the neutralization of the Black Sea, have been abrogated. Thus war has been averted,
but at a sacrifice, it appears, of all that we obtained by the Crimean war.
"Ve are glad to notice that another effort is being made to do away
with Sunday work in Post-offices. A letter has been issued, signed by
Prebendary Auriol, Rev. Emilius Bayley, Canon Champneys, Canon
Conway, Canon Girdlestone, Dean Payne Smith, Rev. Dr. Walker, Rev.
J. C. Ryle, Rev. C. D. Marston, Rev. '1'. Nolan, and Rev. James Bardsley.
It has been sent to 2,000 clergymen, and refers to Mr. Charles Reed's
'lllotion-" That the employment by the State of upwards of 20,000
persons in the department of the Post-office on the Sabbath-day is not
justified by any public necessity, and that in the opinion of this House it
is desirable that the exemption from Sunday labour enjoyed by the letter
.carriers of London, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Belfast, aud 114 other post
towns, should be extended to all letter carriers and rural messengers
throughout the United Kingdom i" and which, owing to the pressure of
:public business, he was compelled to postpone three times last session.
'.rhe writers say that" many of the letter carriers walk sixteen, eighteen,
::md twenty miles seven days a-week, and the example to the nation of a
great Government establishment employing 20,000 of its servants on
Sundays unnecessarily is decidedly bad j" and for these reasons they
earnestly request the clergy to invite their congregations to sign an
.accompanying petition to Parliament in support of Mr. Reed's motion.
'Copies of the petition refErred to are supplied by Mr. C. Hill, 13, Bedfod
Row, London. A letter to the same effect, signed by the Revs. '1'. Binney,
Newman Hall,~Dr. Alexander Raleigh, Samuel Martin, and Dr. Halley,
has been sent to all Congregational ministers. A letter to Wesleyan
ministers has also been put forth by the Wesleyan Sabbath Committee,
and one by the Rev. C. H. Spurgeon has been sent to all Baptist
nlinisters. The Revs. Dr. Guthrie, Dr. Candlish, Dr. Begg, and the
:Rev. J. O. Dykes have taken the same course as regards Scotland.

