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FROM BETHEL TO BETHANY, BY WAY OF
BETHLEHEM, BOCHIM, AND BETHESDA.
How full of teaching- is the Word of God; and, as the Lord the Spirit
is pleased to shine upon it, and to open up its divine fulness, how
increasingly anxious are His little ones to know more and more of
its properties, its preciousness, and its power. Men of the world may
cavil at it; Romanists, Ritualists, and Rationalists, may dispute,
deny, or denounce it; but when the Holy Ghost opens it, applies it,
seals it, hostility is subdued, opposition controlled, rebellion crushed,
and an intense desire possesses the Spirit-quickened and the Spirittaught to be led yet more and more to "read, mark, learn, and
inwardly digest" the Word.
Oh, reader, beware of any man or any teaching that in the least
wise sits lightly by the vVord of God. Be this increasingly your test
amid all the isms of the day. Nail your colours to the mast, and
let your watchword yet more and more steadfastly be, "To the law
and to the testimony; if they speak not according to this word, it is
because there is no light in them."
Among other striking- feature3 of the sacred Scriptures}s the
significancy of the names g-iven therein.
As the Lord the Spirit may be pleased to enable, we shall, in the
present paper, dwell a little upon these names, and seek to open up
their precious experimental bearing.
1. BETHEL, signifying the house of God.
2. BETHLEHEM: the house of bread.
3. BOCHUI: the place of weeping.
4. BETHESDA: the house of mercy.
5. BETHANY: the house of affliction.
Now, if the Holy Ghost will graciously open up His blessed Word,
we shall find in these names that which is full of teaching and power,
and by no means that which is merely speculative or superficiaL
It is the power, the savour, the unction, dear reader, we look for.
May the Holy Ghost, therefore, grant it, for Christ's sake!
Now, we shall start from BETHEL, and begin where the Lord 1S
o
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pleased sovereignly and graciously and effectually to begin with all
His Jacobs.
From our inmost soul we bless our God that He has been pleased
to give such details of the life of the patriarch; yea, to furnish such
a full-length portrait of him. And why? First, because it cuts up,
root and branch, every particle of creature goodness and creature
merit, as the ground-work of salvation, and it furnishes such matter
for " thanking God and taking courage" upon the part of the most
sensibly vile, loathsome, and feelingly lost and undone.
As we are led into a contemplation of the character and conduct of
Jacob, we see no reason whatever for fear, misgiving, or hopelessness,
in the case of any poor sensible sinner who, led by the Holy Ghost
to feel his guilty, helpless, and undone condition, is crying for mercy
from Christ, the Fountain-head of mercy. In J acob we have such a
marvellous specimen of whence that mercy is) and what that mercy
does.
What was Jacob, in and of himself considered? A crafty, subtle,
designing, selfish man; who, unwisely and unscripturally instigated,
became a deceiver, a hypocrite, and a liar!
The language is strong, we admit, and we wish it to be so, because
we want to show, as the Lord may enable us, with whom He has to
do, and what His grace and power can effect. We adopt not these
strong terms in order to make light of sin, or to extenuate it in the
least wise. God forbid that we should do this. It is the very
opposite object and design we have in view. We want to bring out
that great truth which the Apostle, in after-days, expressed, "Where
sin abounded, grace did much more abound."
Now, in proof that Jacob was what we just now called him, a
deceiver, a hypocrite, and a liar; first, Esau being a hairy man, and
he a smooth man, he covered his hands and his neck with the skins
of the kids of the goats; secondly, he acconnted for finding the
savoury meat so quickly, upon the utterly false and hypocritical
ground, as he expreseed it, "Because the Lord thy God brought it
to me; " and, thirdly, he lied in declaring again and again that he
was Esau, Isaac's fustborn, and that he had done as his father had
bidden him in obtaining him venison.
Upon merely human grounds, therefore, what character could have
been more despicable, or what conduct more hateful? What, reader,
would be thought of a man in our own day acting in like manner?
Would not such an one be justly expelled from anything approaching
what is termed respectable society? Who could place dependence
upon him? Who trust him ?
We repeat, we dwell upon these facts not to make little of sin.
God forbid. Sin is sin, and that which a holy God detests and
abhors. " Do not that abominable thing," He says, "that I hate."
Our object, as we before intimated, is to strike at the root of Pharisaism, creature goodness, fleshly pride, and to magnify the mercy
zmd the eompassion and the love of the God of all grace, who, in the
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exercise of that grace, arrests, in their ignorance, their heathenism,
their headlong course to destruction, the vilest, the filthiest, the most
ill-and-hell-deserving.
J acob flees from his home in order to save his life, which Esau had
;resolved upon taking, to avenge himself, as soon as his father was
dead-so that, virtually, he was guilty of a double murder; in calculating upon his father's death, he desired it, and this amounted to
murder in the eye of the law, as spiritually expounded; and he
resolved to slay his brother J acob. Hence, however heinous the conduct of J acob, Esau was an exceedingly bad man. In despising his
birthright, he despised Christ, inasmuch as the firstborn was
eminently typical of the well-beloved and only-begotten of the Father.
In the same heathenish darkness and indifference as Cain, he was a
murderer in heart, whilst the other was a murderer in act. His coveting
a blessing at his father's hands was merely upon human grounds, upon
the same principle that Balaam wished "that he might die the death
of the righteous, and that his last end might be like his," in order
that he might escape wrath to come. Neither in the one nor the
other was there the breath of life spiritualiy, nor a particle of divine
love.
One of the first and earliest evidences of true spiritual life in the
previously dead soul is that of which the Holy Ghost, by the Apostle
.John, speaks, where he says, " We know that we have passed from
death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his
brother abideth in death." In justification of our previous remarks
as to the character of the enmity that had possession of Esau's heart,
the Apostle further says, "Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer; and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in
h·un. "
It would be well for the cavillers at divine sovereignty, or
lehovah's rightful exercise of His own essential prerogative to do as
He pleases, to consider well the characters and conduct of J acob and
Esau.
As we have said, Jacob flees his house. Under ordinary circumstances, this is a painful step-the severance of home ties and from
kindred associations, and the going forth into a strange and
inhospitable world. But how intensified was this pain in J acob's
case. Leaving an aged father, declining in health, and apparently
rapidly approaching the house appointed for all living; a mother
with an overweening fondness and ill-judged partiality; a brother
with a heart full of murderous intentions; and, withal, a guilty soul
and sin-burdened conscience, would only fill the cup of bitters to the
very brim. Added to all these was the lonely journey, the desolation
around, -the new and untrodden path, the strangers about to be
encountered, the wearied feet and saddened heart. Above all, an
unknown God as far as personal experience and heartfelt realization
were concerned; for this is our matured conviction. Whatever he
might have heard from the lipi3 of Isall.c and Rebekah, as YQt we
o 2
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believe J acob to have been personally and experimentally ignorant of
God. Aye, and we question if he did acknowledge or appeal to God,
except in the most formal way, in seeking for protection, as "he
lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there all night, because the'
sun was set; and he took of the stones of that place, and put them
for his pillows, and lay down in that place to sleep." There was
guilt upon his heart, and a' clouded heaven indeed. Not darker was
the scene without than was his desolate, sin-burdened soul within.
Sin and transgression always bring their consequences, and hapless
indeed are those consequences as long as the poor offender struggles
with himself, stifles convictions, shuns the footstool of mcrcy, strives
to excuse his conduct or palliate his misdeeds, or, forsooth! promises
amendment in time to come. All this is bondage indeed, captivity
with a witness; as yet a coming short of that far more desirable
position-a sensible "falling down with none to help." The realization of helplessness and hopelessness were far, far more to be desired
than this half-and-half death and dying! Far better to be slain outright-to be killed under the law-and, as a poor guilty, consciencesmitten trangressor, to cry for "Mercy! mercy!"
Reader, do you know anything of it? Sin, and the consequencesof sin, here in the time-state, is no trifling matter, be assured. But
the wisdom and the goodness and the mercy of God are wondrously
displayed in the loving, gentle, considerate way in which He, little by
little, opens up the nature, the working, and the justly-merited consequences of sin. This tender consideration and these gentle, loving
dealing's are very marked in the course the Lord pursued with respect
to the woman of Samaria, as given in the 4th chapter of St. John's.
gospel. And so the self-same tenderness and merciful consideration
are manifest in regard to the Lord J ehovah's dealings with the
patriarch. He knew nothing at first, comparatively speaking, of sin
and its nature, and the stupendousness of forgiveness, as he was,
called to know it afterwards. And sure we are that the same truth,.
in a greater or less degree, applies to all the Lord'5 family.
Now, when J acob laid down upon that barren plain or desolatewilderness, we believe that he was ignorant of these things experimentally. But God's eye was upon him, nevertheless, and His hear+.
tenderly and lovingly and savingly drawn towards him. And in the
patriarch's case we see a blessed fulfilment of that most gracious word,.
" And it shall come to pass that bifore they call I will answer, and
while they are yet speaking I will hear."
And the way and manner of the Lord's dealings with J acob may
well check the disposition upon the part of many to set up standards,.
or to mark out a course, for the Lord to follow. Knowing the everconstant proneness of His children to look to and lean upon an arm
of flesh, the Lord permits of no rivalry. He will admit of no substitute
for Himself. He will be acknowledged and followed; nor will He
allow one of His children to be set up as an example or pattern,
im.tead of Himself. It is upon these grounds that, however similar
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'in the great and indispensable essentials may be the experience of the
Lord's dear people, yet, in the details, they vary. Why? In order
that the Lord-and the Lord alone-may be sought and followed,
and not the mere creature set up as a rule or standard to go by.
It is, dear reader, upon these grounds that we object to what is
called a law-work, in the common acceptation of the term, as though
11 man must go down into certain depths, and remain in those depths
for we know not how long, before such can be raised to a genuine
Scriptural, Gospel hope of salvation in and by the doing and dying
of the Lord Jesus Christ. As we have just intimated, sooner or later
he is brought to know the depths of iniquity within, sooner or later
the fountains of the great deep are opened up, and the fulness and the
freeness of rich, sovereign, and unmerited grace correspondingly
realized. Blessed ILun explains what we mean in his memorable
lines" Their pal'don some receive at first;
But, after called to fight,

I

They find their latter stages worst,
And travel much by night."

We well know one to whom this has special application; and
'perhaps it is on this account that, from time to time, he more particularly dwells upon the subject.
But now, with respect to this Fatherly consideration, and the
variations and diversities of experience, supposing at this juncture,
when J acob was fleeing from his father's house, and when, wearied
and worn and sad, he laid himself down upon that barren heath-that
desolate wilderness-to sleep, he had felt, as he afterwards felt when
:sin was being brought home to him in its merited chastisements, the
rebuffs of Laban; the wrathful, murderous intentions of Esau; the
,death of Rachel; the loss of J oseph; the famine that compelled him
to surrender his cherished Benjamin. Why, humanly speaking, reader,
had anyone of these visitations-with their attendant anguish-come
upon the patriarch at the time of which we speak, unless additional
grace and strength had likewise been vouchsafed, overwhelmed he would
have been-crushed, to all intents and purposes, he must have been.
And you, dear reader, who know somewhat of the Lord's leadings
and dealings, will, we are sure, admit that the self-same truth applies
to you. Hence you acknowledge and admire the wisdom and the
love and the goodness of the Lord in the timing of His dispensations.
He "tempers the wind to the shorn lamb;" yea, "He stays His
rough wind in the day of His east wind." You could not possibly
have gone through at one time what He has enabled you to bear at
another. Hence, when you have looked back upon certain seasons,
and certain states and conditions, you have been a marvel to yourself. You have said within yourself, "Is it possible that I could
have said, or done, or borne what I have?" And, mark you, the
more glorious the manifestation, t.he severer the after-test; the higher
.you rise, the lower y011 sink; the brighter the bow, the darker the
,cloud. It is a knowledge of this, in past experiences, that renders at
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least some of the Lord's people less anxious to have those very
bright and blessed manifestations which they even have personally
enjoyed in seasons that are past, because they well know what such
manifestations entail.
But observe, dear reader, this Bethel-visit to J acob. Oh, how
blessed! how merciful! how timely! and how entirely of God t
" And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the
top of it reached to heaven." It was long enough and strong enough
to open up and to bear communication. Its use, moreover, was at
the same time revealed; for" behold the angels of God ascending.
and descending on ·it." They had come down, therefore, before
Jacob knew it; for some were ascending, whilst others were descending. The way of access had not only been opened, but was kept
open. There was no break, no falling short. There was not even
that stoppage of communication, or interruption, of which we read·
with respect to the great sheet, knit at the four corners, which Peter,
in his trance, saw thrice descending, and "was received up again
into heaven." But not only was this means of communication
between heaven and earth opened, and kept open, but there was this
marvellous addition. As J acob looked up, in his dream, he saw and
heard; what? "And, behold, the Lord stood above it "-above, or
at the top of the ladder-" and said, I am the Lord God of Abraham
thy father, and the God of Isaac; the land whereon thou liest, to thee
will I give it, and to thy seed; and thy seed shall be as the dust of
the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east,.
and to the north, and to the south; and in thee and in thy seed shall
all the families of the earth be blessed. And, behold, I am with
thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring
thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee until I have done
that which I have spoken to thee of."
Reader, do you not believe that the appearance of the Lord was in
keeping with the assurance of the Lord? He did not appear in His
awful majesty; no, not even as He appeared at Sinai, when such was·
the scene-such its thunderings and its lightnings-that even Moses·
said, "I exceedingly fear and quake." Here again we see that with~
holding and varying of which we just now spoke.
But, dear reader, do you not think that there is Scriptural ground
for believing that this manifestation upon the part of the Lord was·
in keeping with the simplicity and effectiveness ofthe communication?
" A ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven."
Do you think that the Lord appeared on that momentous and
memorable occasion in His essential Deity? He subsequently told
Moses, in answer to his entreaty, "I beseech Thee, shew me Thy
glory," " Thou canst not see my face; for there shall no man see me,_
and live." We venture to think that under the circumstances, and
in keeping with the simplicity of the ladder as a mode of communication, He assumed a human form. Did He not stand thero in His
Mediatorial character?
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Oommenting upon it, Dr. HAWKER says: "Is not this a beautiful
type of the Lord Jesus? Are not all revelations of God to man
made through the medium of Jesus Ohrist? (John i.· IS. ) Did not
this ladder represent the constancy of the communications kept open
between the Lord and His people-the top reaching to heaven
representing the Di'vine nature of Christ, and the bottom resting
on the earth, His human nature? And the angels of God ascending
and descending, do theY'not confirm that Scripture, Heb. i. 14, and
throw a light upon that precious declaration, John i. 51 ?"
Now, this testimony of the beloved Dr. HAWKER confirms the view
we had previously been led to take of the subject. The patriarch was
indulged with a blessed knowledge of and an insight into the personal
Mediatorship of the Lord Jesus Ohrist; the manifestation-the voice
-the promise-were all in sweet and blessed accordance with the
way which, by the ladder, was opened up. As Stephen, in after-day,
he saw" the heavens opened."
And he could never forget the sight! It followed him; instrumentally it sustained and cheered him, more or less, all his life long.
Nor can you, dear reader, forget certain sights and certain manifestations with which, shall we say, trial-effiiction-the depths of anguish
and adversity-were prefaced! They were the prelude, the preparation
for the after-course; the depths, the bitters, the heart-rendings, the
flesh-crucifixions, the creature-crushings! Ah, what without the
previous revelation? the preparatory process? the earnest? the
assurance? the pledge? the covenant?
But again, dear reader, mark this blessed Bethel-visit. No blame
-no reproach-no condemnation; no, nor a word about pardon
-forgiveness. How was this? Was not J acob pardoned? forgiven?
accepted? adopted? Or could the Lord have said, " The land whereon
thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed . . . and in thee
and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed. And,
behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou
g'oest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave
thee until I have done that which I have spoken toihee off?" What!
shall we for one moment imagine that all this merely applied to
providential benefits ? Was there no grace in the matter ? Was not
the pardon and forgiveness, the acceptance and adoption, of which
we just now spoke, embraced and included in the promise? Yea,
assuredly.
What encouragement, therefore, is there upon these very grounds
to those who are the subjects of doubt and fear, trembling and anxiety,
because the word "pardon" or e, forgiveness" has never in plain
words been spoken to them; aud yet again and again, with regard to
certain times and seasons, there has been the J acob-feeling and the
J acob mental ejaculation, "Surely the Lord is in this place . •
this is none other but the house of God, aud this is the gate of heaven ;"
yea, and in feeling and tender emotion they have ventured by precious
faith to put their trembling feet upon the lower rungs of that ladder,
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the top of which they saw reached to heaven, by faith they have
looked upward and onward, and in hope acd expectation climbed
on and on, even to the very top !
.
Aye, and, like J acob, they have converted the stony pillow into
a memorial pillar; and, as they have poured the oil of joy and
gladness upon it, they' have named it, as the prophet Samuel did,
"Ebenezer!" "Hitherto hath the Lord helped us! "
Although such have not been able to look back-to the time or place
when and where pardon, in so many plain words, was spoken, yet
they cannot-dare not-deny the fact that there have been at least
moments when, whilst perhaps heariI?-g or reading the Word, bowing
the knee and attempting to pray, engaged in their lawful calling, or
listening possibly to some dear child of God's testimony, there has
come a gentleness of spirit-a tenderness of soul-a mellowness of
heart-a soft, sweet, soothing, special something, utterly unlike the
ordinary state and condition. Under it there has been the silent
whisper, "Who can tell?" There has been the catching as it were
the sound of a" still, small voice," which has seemed to say, "Thou
art mine!" "I have loved thee-yes, thee-with an everlasting love;
therefore with loving-kindness have I drawn thee." And, in spite of
all previous fears, misgivings, and dark, dismal forebodings, there has
been the thought-yea, the heart-word, to which the lips ventured
not to respond, "Lord, Thou knowest all things; 'rhou knowest that
I love Thee."
" Yes, Thou art precious to my soul,
Jewels to Thee are gaudy toys,
My transport and my trust;
And gold is sordid dust."
Reader, although the Bethel-words may be wanting, thero are
Bethel-anointings, nevertheless, the which are as much recognised by
the Lord as 'when He declared unto J acob, "I am the God of Bothel,
where thou anointedst the pillar, and where thou vowedst a vow
unto me."
Here for the present we must leave dear old J acob at Bet/tel. If
the Lord will, beloved reader, we will join him again next month,
on his way to Bethlehem. Meanwhile, may the Lord have you and
ourselves in His holy care and keeping.
Yours affectionately in Him,

I"

THE EDITOR.

St. Luke's, Beclminster, Feb. 27, 1875.
ONE AT A TIME.-I compare the troubles which we have to undergo in
the course of the year to a great bundle of faggots, far too large for us
to lift. But God does not require us to carry the whole at once:
He mercifully unties the bundle, and gives us first one stick, which we
are to carry to-day; and then another, which we are to carry to-morrow;
and so on. This we might easily manage if wo would only take the
burden appointecl for us each day, but we choose to increaso our
troubles by carrying' yesterday's stick over again to-day, and adding
to-marrow's burden to. our load before we are required to bear.-Jolln
Newton.
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mQIl:l!IS1lH i{)t~s.
THE PREOIOUSNESS OF OHRIST.
" Unto you there/moe wl!ieh believe He is jJrceious."-l PETER ii. 7.
All, that He is! What words can describe His preciousness? It must
be felt to be understood. A love reigns in the heart of the child of God
which is above the love he ren,lizes to the dearest object on earth. It is
not one that for a moment lessens such an affinity, but it ran gas far above
it, and we clasp in the arms of our faith our most blessed Redeemer, and
say, "He loved me, and gave Himself for me." "Wonder, 0 heavens,
,and be astonished, 0 earth." The love is reciprocal; for Jesus, on the
other hand, clasps us in the embraces of His eternal love, and says, "I
have loved thee with an everlasting love." Oh, it does melt one to think
of such condescension; and the only thing we feel we can do is, in a simple
and inefficient way,
.. To tell to others that surround
What a dear Saviour we have found,"
leaving it for the eternity of a higher world to tell out fully His preciousness
and praise. In order, therefore, to dwell ,at this time a little upon this
preciousness, let faith look first into the courts of glory, and think of the
lwe-existence of God the tl.on before He created the world; as it is written,
"I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning or ever the earth
was," "whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting."
And what was He there set up for? In the eternal counsel, secret and
mysterious to us, it was decreed that His Ohurch should be predestinated
unto eternal life, so that in "Jehovah's book of purpose" all His
"members were written, which in continuance were fashioned when as
,yet there was none of them." This is a fundamental truth, ignored, we
know, in the present day, but one which lies at the very basis of true
religion. "Without it divine sovereignty would be a misnomer, and the
following precious passage inexplicable: "Whom He did foreknow, He
,also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He
might be the Firstborn among many brethren." And, when one asks
what is to be done with the race of men who are not predestinated unto
this life eternal and adopted into this family, we reply, "We are not
cal'eful to answer thee in this matter;" those who are out of the way He
will judge. But in the fact that, in the exercise of His sovereignty, He
takes the worthless, the vilest, and the most sinful, we see a hope as a
bright star upon our pathway, and an accomplishment of divine purpose
far above creature effort and will. Indeed, it is quite beneath the
thought of Deity at all that there should be no design, no plan, no purpose.
But it is far otherwise. The wondrous plan of the salvation of His
Ohurch was arranged before He created the heaven and the earth. He was
-the" wise Master-builder," who laid the foundation deep in His eternal
purpose, the superstructure of which was canied out in eternal love, and
the Architect of the world was the Framer and Fulfiller of salvation.
.J esus stood before the Father as the Substitute, Sacrifice, and Suret.y of
His Ohurch, "the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world." Very
blessedly has Mr. Ormiston written to the point.'" The fact that the

* In a tract entitled" Union with Christ in Predestination, in Grace, and in Glory."
Dne which should be in the hands of all lovers of free-grace truths.
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eternally-begotten Son of God is spoken of in prophecy as the" tried
stone" bespeaks the anterior settlement of the great question of His·
election w~to tlw Headship of the Ohurch. Ohrist had a glory with the
Father be/m'e the world was (John xvii. 5). In that glory, with which
He stood invested from all eternity as the appointed Mediator-0,LlEI7LTlJ{:all whom He represented were most intimately interested. The exceeding
great love of the Father found the object of its rest in a whole Ohrist-not
merely in the official Ohrist, the personal Ohrist, but in Ohrist mystical; in
that Ohrist of whom the Holy Ghost speaks when He says, "For as the
body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one
body, being many, are one body; so also 1'S Ohrist" (1 001'. xu. 15). Not
Jesus, nor the Son, let it be well noted, but Christ, the anointed, chosen
One, Head and members.
This is a view of our precious Ohrist which commends itself to the
writer's judgment, and which he believes is according to the mind and
will of God.
Again, let faith behold His preciousness in the unvarying testimony
of prophets and seers of old, ere He took upon Him our nature. Visible
first in creation as Jehovah's Fellow, the first prophecy on record points
to Him; namely, "I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and
between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt
bruise his heel." All the types and sacrifices of old were but the
foreshadowings of better things to come, which were found in Him; while
Moses declares, "The Lord thy God will raiee up unto thee a Prophet ;.
Him shall ye hear." Narratives and histories of old also foretold of His
preciousness; for what child of God can read the sweet account of Ruth,
the Moabitish woman being drawn from her own country to sit at the
feet of Boaz, and discovering that he was her near kinsman, redeemer,
and husband. So also in the history of Estber, how at once we think of
Ohrist, when, with a holy venture, she goes in unto the presence of the
king, saying, "If I perish, I perish." How blessedly also does the tried
and afflicted Job preach of the future resurrection of Ohrist and His
Ohm·ch. He says, "I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that He shall
stand at the latter day upon the earth; and though after my skin worms
destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God." And t.h~n see how
gloriously throughout the Psalmist tells of Him. Dear Dr. Hawker
begins his commentary upon the Psalms, "Blessed is the Man," Ohrist
Jesus, and carries on this one thought throughout, and cortainly brings
out the truth as it is in Jesus in a way far above ordinary exposition.
Again, who can read the Proverbs without feeling that a Greater than
Solomon is here, and that Jesus is the personification of the wisdom there
sll.0ken of. Pass on to the precious love-song between Ohrist and His bride,
which brings out her eternal union with Him, manifested by the most
endearing expressions conceivable. Then follows the unvaried testimony of
the prophets. Isaiah describing the crucifixion and suffering of our Lord;
Jeremiah telling that "in His days J udah shall be saved, and Israel shall
dwell safely; and this is the name whereby He shall be called, The Lord
our Righteousness;" Ezekiel testifying of Him who, as the Shepherd,
should seek out and deliver His scattered sheep, and feed them upon the
mountains of Israel j Daniel in the night visions beholding Him as "thoAncient of Days coming in the clouds of heaven, to whom was given an
everlastingdominion which shall not pass away." J onah furtherpr figuring.
His death, burial, and resurrection; Micah telling of His birth, kingdom.
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• and conquest; Haggai of His coming who should be "the Desire of all
nations;" Zechariah that "His feet shall stand at that day on the mount of
Olives;" and Malachi describing Him as "the Messenger of the covenant,"
who should suddenly come to His temple. Thus do we see completely that
Jesus is the sum and substance of the Word.
Furthermore, let faith view the preciousness of Ohrist in His incarnation. What a wonderful and incomprehensible fact is conveyed to us in
those six words, "God was manifest in the flesh! " Who can fathom or
explain the great mystery? The Man and the God accoupled in a way
which reason fails to comprehend, leaving faith to grasp it as a divinereality, and the future to expound it in its fulness. And it seems to us
that, ever and anon, the flesh could not keep down the Godhead power,
it would burst forth in miracle and mercy. The veil seemed insufficient
to hide its treasure, and it became tinged with the glory it tried to
conceal. So that, while Jesus was" touched with the feeling of our infirmities," He was also touched with the power of His own infinitude;
the" Man of Sorrows," yet the mighty One to save; "acquainted with grief,"
attributed with glory. And how wonderful again that in this accoupling·
there is further in mysterious union every elect member of His mystical
body; "that they all may be one, as Thou, Father, art in me, and I in
Thee, that they also may be one in us. I in them, and Thou in me, that
they may be made perfect in One." No wonder, then, that, if He was the
" Man of Sorrows" we must sip the cup of sorrow too. No wonder that,.
as He was " acquainted with grief," we must be partakers of grief and
trial too. Nay, it is the inheritance of the saints, and we ought to think
it an honour to tread in the Master's footsteps, to be partakers with Him
in this gracious affinity. As with the Hflad, so with the body.
But, turning from the wondrous closeness which makes us partakers of
His sorrows, we may rejoice to know that we are also partakers with Him
in His joys. " Father, I will that those whom Thou hast given me be with
me where I am, that they may behold my glory." And then, beloved,
think of His preciousness, as, growing in stature, He trod this earth of
ours, submitting Himself to the ills of life. How careful we are in the
selection of a home, that every convenience for our comfort should be·
there; and how we complain if all is not in accordance with our taste
and will ; and yet our Lord "had not where to lay His head," enduring
privations wbich we shall never be called to undergo. What a pathway
of sacrifice and suffering was His! And yet how meek, how merciful, how
tender, how loving as He walked amidst thorns and trials, surrounded
by enemies, and with but few friends, the Reviled who reviled not again.
Trace Him also to Oalvary. Behold the precious One outstretched upon
the cross, while faith exclaims, "He hung there for me!" As to the cross
itself-the wooden structure, hideous in torment-we see no preciousness·
or virtue in that ugly of ugly things, but we see an immensity and
eternity of preciousness in Him who hungthereon. What a scene ! Deity
veiled in humanity-.mighty in Godhead power-yet suffering in outstretched human weakness and degradation! We are lost in wonder
over the astonishing sight, and would desire that the floodgates of a
. heart's love and soul reverence might be fully opened, and that there may
flow out adoration for, and gratitude to, Him who hung there, the. GodMan Ohrist Jesus, and that for me! Ah, beloved, how precious is Jesus
in His redemption work! With what a price has He redeemed His
Ohurch from destruction! Not merely with the blood of the man, but, in
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'wondrous confluence, "the bloo(l of God "-the inestimable cost! How
secure it makes all who are redeemed by it! One sweet view of the efficacy
-of His redemption we have in the expression which the Apostle Peter
uses: « Forasmuch as ye know thatye were not redeemed with corruptible
things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation" (or, as it may
be rendered, we believe, " citizenship") "received by tradition from your
fathers; but with the precious blood of Christ, as a Lamb without blemish
and without spot." Ah, it was a vain citizenship when we were led
captive at Satan's will, and were lovers of pleasure more than lovers of
. God. Butye are washed, sanctified, justified through the blood of the Lamb.
Now, beloved, having paused at Calvary, and looked up with adoring
. gratitude on the crucified One, let us look from the cross to the crown,
and think of Him as He appears for His Ch'urch before the Father's thl'one,
"the one Mediator between Godand men" (1 Too. ii. 5), the" great High
Priest that is passed into the heavens" (Hebrews iI'. 14), the King of
glory, who has passed through the everlasting doors, the Lord of Hosts,
strong and mighty, who has entered the pearly gates (Psalmxxiv. ), the righteous One who is ordained of God to be the Judge of quick ancldead (Acts
x. 42), the Intercessor, who ever liveth to makeintercession for His people,
the Divine Surety and Substitute of His Church, who" shall see of the
travailofHissoul, and he satisfied" (Isaiahliii.11 ),and as "the Lord ofglory"
(1 Cor. ii. 8), heaven's centre, around whom is a great multitude which no
man can number, "clothed in white robes, and having palms in their hands,
and who cry with a loud voice, Salvation unto our God." Oh, to think, beloved,that you and I shall one day:;;tandamidst that joyousthrong, methinks
it must be to sing louder than them all. po think of these characteristics
and offices sustained by our precious Jesus as He is before the throne
of God for us. He is our Mediator, One standing between; so that everything which the holiness and righteousness of God demand is seen in
Him, and in the purity of the Son the Father beholds the purity of all
those He has given Him. How safe are we in Him! Does anything, on
the other hand, rise up against us? Does Satan make charges against us ?
Do our own hearts misgive us? Do enemies rail against us? Oh, we have
nothing to fear. Jesus is the One who interposes, and is our shield and
buckler in every time of need. He is our High Priest, appointed
ancI called by God after the order of Melchisedec; superior to Aaron
and all the Levitical priests who had gone before, consecrated to His
office with an oath, and having offered Himself a sacrifice, which sacrifice
was superior to all that preceded; and,having by such obtained redemption
for us,He has entered into heaven, and stands there, in unblemished purity
and unchangeable Priesthood, sympathizing with His saints, interceding
on their behalf, and blessing them with all spiritual blessings. Ah,
<beloved, we need no other priest, and shall never find such another, look
-where we may.
Again, He is our King. All things are in His hands. "He sitteth
-upon the circle of the earth," and fainteth not. He will reign till TIe
hath put all enemies under His feet. He loves to see His faithful subjocts
bring their petitions to the throne, and He never sends them empty
away. You may well remember, dear reader, that, in approaching Ilis
throne,
.H

Thou art coming to a King,
L:U'ge pet.itions with thee bring;

,

For His grace and love are such
None can ever ask too lUuch. "
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And He is to be the Judge of quick and dead. He who sits on the great
white throne is our Saviour, and will readily know His own; for
" Their names on the palms of His hands
Eternity will not erase."
Indeed, He has but to look to Himself to separate the goats from the·
sheep, as He tells us, "I know my sheep, and am known of mine, and
I give unto them eternal life, and they shall never perish."
Furthermore, He is our Intercessor before the throne. How little we
seem to realize that, because the High Priest and Intercessor ever
liveth, " He is able to save to the uttermost those who come unto God by
Him." Now, "the uttermost" must encircle all that is connected with the
child of God's course, his sins' course, and his pilgrim course; so that,
though we are encouraged to "ask, and it shall be given; seek, and we
shall find; to knock, and it shall be opened;" His intercession prevails far
beyond ours, and we receive gifts from on high commensurate with His
priestly greatness and not our poverty pleadings. Oh, to realize Him as-·
our great Advocate beforo the throne, so that we can say, "Who is He
that condemneth? It is Christ that died; yea, rather, that is risen
again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession
for us."
Again, He is our Substitute and Surety. According to the covenant of
redemption, or agreement between the Father and Him, He interposed
as Surety for His Church, paying all her debts and bearing the penalty'
and punishment for her. Very blessedly is this typified in the language
of Judah unto Israel his father: "I will be surety for him; if I bring
him not lmto thee, and set him before thee, let me bear the blame for
ever." Our blessed Substitute and Surety will never have to bear the
blame, for He ",ill bring us unto the Father and set us before Him.
Then He is "the Lord of glory," who has returned to it, after fulfilling
all that was reqllired of Him, to enable His Church to.i oin Him and be for
ever one with Him. The Lord of glory, because in Himself are all the
attributes which make glory, and in tho radiance of which His saints will.
for ever be supremely happy and blest.
And now, beloved, in reviewing what we have written on this subject,
we may ask, What is all that we have traced out for? Why the covenant
with the eternal Three before the world was? Why the unvaried testimony of prophet and seer concerning Him? Why did He, in the fulness
of time, in taking upon Him our nature, and SUbmitting to the ills of
life, suffer, bleed, and die for us? And why is He now before the throne
of God above, appearing there as our Mediator, High Priest, King, Judge,
Intercessor, Surety, and Lord of glory ? We have the reply in those very
precious words, "Christ also loved the Church, and gave Himself for it,
that He mig'ht sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the
word, that He might present it to Himself a glorious Church, not having
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing, but that it should be holy and without
blemish." Oh, how this shows us that salvation was no after-thought,
but a divinely-arranged plan, complete and God-like in all its parts.
And now, as a matter of personal experience, let us glance at the way in.
which He brings His own to glory; for the child of God cannot be satisfied with dealing with these things as abstract doctrine. He wants to
feel and realize the preciousness of Christ within, and the first thing'
which enables him to do so is the efficacious call and quickening influenCe>
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of the Holy Spirit, Never will the thunderings of the law, nor the perpetual offers of free will, nor even the terrors of death and hell, avail
to bring a poor sinner .to Christ. But, when the "still, small voice" of
Almighty love and power is whispered home by the Spirit, what a melting
of soul is felt, what true contrition of heart is sure to follow, accompanied
by the precious revelation of Christ as mighty to save.
Dear reader, have you felt these things? Can you set your seal to them
as matters personally and inwardly experienced? If so, rejoice to know
that you must be an elect vessel of mercy.
And then how precious is Christ in His after unfoldings and revelations.
I do not mean to say that He appears to His people in visible form, but
I do mean to say that sometimes the word comes home with such power
that it is as if He were speaking to us Himself, and we find ourselves
responding and talking to Him as one talketh to a friend. There is to
our mind a personal reality about such a religion of revelation which is
far above the sentiment and speculation of the present day, and the
absence of such love-tokens makes the soul of the living child of God
mourn and grow sad, and he sighs and says, "Jesus has not broken in
upon me oflate as I long for; my heart has become estranged, the spirit
of worldliness has prevailed, and pressing cares have engrossed the
passing hours of the day. 0 precious Jesus, come in, cheer me with
Thy divine presence, visit me with Thy salvation, uphold me with Thy
free Spirit. Spirit Divine, reveal Christ to my soul, stir up Thy own
graces, that the outgoings may be after Him, and the incomings drawn from
His fulness."
And may we not take these keen desires for fresh unfoldings of Christ
as a most satisfactory and blessed evidence of the genuineness of the
work of grace within? Surely it proves our spiritual birth, which expands
into graspings of Him, and establishes the fact that the new nature is
within which pants and thirsts for the living God.
Are you, dear reader, an expectant one, longing for the visits of J esns,
and the Spirit's gracious unfoldings of Him? Take for your comfort that
you are one with Him and He with you, and that you possess that vital
godliness within which will find its fruition in glory.
" He smiles, and my comforts abound,
His grace as the dew shall descend,

I

And walls of salvation surround
The soul He delights to defend."

And then we cannot forget, in thinking of His preciousness, the comfort of His divine support in our pilgrimage, the eternal Father baving
for us "LAID HELP Ul'ON ONE THAT IS MIGHTY;" and to our mind the
character He sustains as the Church's Eliakim brings out this effect very
blessedly: "And they shall hang upon Him all the glOl'y of His Father's
house, the offspring and the issue, all vessels of small quantity, from the
vessels of cups, even to all the vessels of flagons." Oh, little one in Zion,
weak one in the family, and one's self-classed with thee, let us take it for
our comfort that all vessels of small quantity hanging upon the girdle of
His strength are as secure and safe as the vessels of flagons; whether of
small quantity or large, cling by faith to Him, which faith is the gift of
God.
" Blest is my lot wbate'er befal,
While as my Strength, my Rock, my all,
What can disturb me, who appal,
Saviour I cling to Thee?

I

This is the way then, beloved, that many sons are brought to glol'y-
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first by the efficacious call of the tlpirit producing life divine, then the
revelation of Himself as the sinner's Saviour, accompanied by deep
penitence of heart, and then by all that needed support which brings
them home to glory. Ah, wondrous word, GLORY! 'fhe wreath at the
end of the runner's course is a wreath of glory; the crown at the finish
of the warrior's warfare is a crown of glory; the climax of the pilgrim's
mountain of toil is a home of glory. Think of it, beloved. It is a word
that inspires the soldier, and nerves his arm to deal out terrible blows to
the enemy, and it is a word which may well inspire the soldier of the
cross to press on to victory. "Now they do it to obtain a corruptible
{lrown, but we an incorruptible." But methinks I catch the sigh of more
than one dear child of God, "Ah, but there is one thing which I am constantly dreading ere this can be realized; that dread word death makes
not a few of the family tremble." I wonder how it is that so many of the
Lord's children nowadays have such a dread of it; the Old Testament
saints had not. We do not read of their being overcome at the thought
Qf it, but, on the contrary, peacefully they seemed to pass away, prepared
and rejoiced to hear the mandate, "Oome up higher." There is something defective in our faith. Surely, if the Lord is so precious, we should
rather rejoice to think of' the time when He will bid us leave earth and
all its cares, and enter into eternity with all its joys. May the Lord give
us more faith upon this point.
Just before laying down the pen, it has occurred to us that some years
ago our beloved Editor told us that the passage we have dwelt upon was
the first text from which he preached in Bedminster (if I am wrong, he
will correct me), and the circumstances connected therewith were of a
most interesting character. Years have passed since then, but I know
that he will rejoice with me that we are being kept in the good old paths,
£nding Jesus to be more precious than ever.
G. O.

A FRAGMENT.
IF I in some small degree know my own heart, it is my ardent wish to
testify of divine faithfulness, and to show forth to the utmost of my feeble
powers the goodness, mercy, and loving-kindness of my God. I grieve
from my inmost heart that I should ever, even for a single moment, call
in question His wisdom, love, and tenderness. Oh, that I could learn
to walk by faith, and not by sight, to trust where I cannot trace. Lord,
help me, I pray Thee, so to do. Thou art worthy of all praise. Thy
-mercies are so great, and Thy compassions are so infinite. Oh, what love
is Thy love! what mercy Thy mercy! Ah, what recipient of that mercy
but must sing,
When Satan's blind slave
"Determin'd to save,
He watch'd o'er my path,. I spo.rted with death I"
Well, Lord, in spite of all sin and unbelief-all ill-and-hell deservings.help me, a poor sinner, to add,
"His love in times past forbids me to think
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink;
Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review
Confirms His good pleasure to help me quite through."

I

D.
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SPIRITUAL EVIDENCES.
WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT FOR HOPING, SEEKING, CHRIST-DESIRING SOULS.

(Continued from page 140.)

AGAIN to our subject-Hope. What a precious word is that for hopers
in God, "Behold, the eye of the Lord is upon them that fear Him, upon
them that hope in His mercy!" (Psalm xxxiii. 18.)
Dear reader, what the Lord introduces with a "behold" has something attached to it worth noticing. Are you one of the characters here
addressed? Do you fear the Lord? If so, the Lord's eye is upon you,
He has blessed you in calling you by His invincible grace, by implanting
that fear for your soul which thousands quite as deserving as yourself
are destitute of. You may not be able to realize it; but it is true nevertheless. That trembling, fluttering, a=ious desire in thy soul to know
that thou art right for eternity, that thou art I'eally find truly one of those
that fear the Lord, is a sweet and precious mark of God's covenant favour
to thee, notwithstanding all thy felt weakness and worthlessness.
John Kent, one of my favourite hymn writers, somewhere"It is a sign of life within
To groan beneath a load of sin."
"The dead praise not the Lord" (Psa. cxv. 17). "The dead know not
anything" (Eccles. ix. 5). This is the testimony of God's Word. Can a
dead soul desire the Lord? Can a soul dead in sin love God? Impossible!
Then, poor "little faith," in spite of all thy sinkings of soul, there is
"some good thing in thy heart toward the Lord God of Israel." Weak
you may be, helplessly lost according to your own feelings, full of perplexity and confusion, ready to conclude that God's mercy is not for such
a wretch as you; yet, cheer up, for the eye of the Lord is upon thee in the
midst of all thy griefs, sorrows, and shortcomings. Thou hadst never
known what a sinner thou art, never felt sin a trouble and burden, if God
had meant to destroy thee; for
" Those feeble desires, those wishes so weak,
'Tis Jesus inspires, and bids you still seek;
His Spirit will cherish the life He first gave,
You never shall perish, if Jesus can save."-HART.
Not only is the Lord's gracious, pitying eye upon them that fear Him,
but upon them that hope in His mercy. How the hope of the child of
God buoys up his soul when all appears dark and gloomy within! With
the Psalmist, the children of God often have to say, "0 my God, my soul
is cast down within me" (Psa. xlii. G). Sin casts them down, affiictions
cast them down, things within cast them down, and things without; things
in the family, things in business, things in the world, and things in the
Church. The world with its entanglements and trials, the flesh with its
self-gratification-self-seeking and ease-seeking-the devil withhis infernal
wiles and snare~ besetting the poor pilgrim's feet, tend to cast the children
of God down daIly and hourly.
I think I hear some weak and trembling one Eaying, "Ah, if I did but
know that the Lord was mine, I could bear anything, I could endure all
things. If He would but assure me of my interest in His love and mercy, by
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giving me one sweet and precious special visit of His love, I should never
doubt His goodness so much as I have done again. I should have it to look
back upon as a waymark-as an Ebenezer-as a proof of God's grace and
favour toward me." Well, dear reader, if this is the desITe and aspiration
.of your soul, to realize your completeness and acceptance in Ohrist the
Beloved, I say to you, long on, thirst on, pant on, press on; you are in
.a good and safe position. The Lord has blessed you with eternal life,
and your" life is hid with Christ in God." There are blessed things in
-store for you. The Lord has convinced you that you are a poor lost
sinner, Christ is to you the one thing needful. He has given you a crumb
·of His mercy, or you would not long for more; and, though you may not
be satisfieel as to your standing in Christ, yet you are" saved in the Lord
with an everlasting salvation: ye shall not be ashamed nor confounded,
world without end" (Isa. xlv. 17). But do not, as dear Hart says,
H Think of faith so clear
As shuts all doubting out."
If you expect to reach and occupy this position continually, and never
know what it is to have a single doubt or fear upon the matter, you are
d.eceived. The days of darkness experienced by living souls are many.
The Lorel does not give grace to play with or to remain untested. In days
gone by I foolishly thought, if the Lord would but give me one gracious,
IIlnquestionable token of His love, I should never doubt any more. But,
alas! how I was mistaken. How little I then knew (and how little I
know now) of my own desperately wicked heart. Many times has the
Lord in rich mercy caused me to "go forth in the dances of them that
make merry" (Jer. xxxi. 4). Again and again have I felt, while at the
throne of gmce, my heart full of love to the Lord, and have been enabled
to testify with the Apostle John, "Truly our fellowship is with the Father,
and with His Son Jesus Ohrist" (1 John i. 3). I have felt that all my
fears have fled before the "Sun of Righteousness," who has arisen "with
healing in His wings" (Mal. iv. 2). "The candle of the Lord," as Job calls
it, has shone sweetly round about my head. I have rejoiced in the Lord,
and made a joyful noise to the God of my salvation. I have felt what
the Church in the Oanticles experienced when she said, "His mouth is
most sweet: yea, He is altogether lovely." "His left hand was under my
head, and His right hand embraced me." "He brought me· into His
banqueting-house: His banner over me was love." And I have been
blessed with a sweet and precious measure of assurance that I was
interested in that everlasting "covenant ordered in all things ancl sure."
'Toplady's words have had my "Amen" to more than onceThings future, nor things that are now,
Not all things below nor above,
Can make Him His purpose forego,
Or sever my soul from His love."
It may appear strange to some poor weak and trembling one that a
·soul thus favoured and indulged with the presence of God should afterwards question the reality of the blessings so sweetly and preciously (and,
for the time being, so convincingly) enjoyed; yet so it is. I have ofttimes found myself weaker, deathlier, more ignorant, carnal, stupid,
.careless, cold, indifferent, miserable, empty, and unbelieving, according
to my feelings, after the most savoury and heart-enlarging visits of God's
grace, love, mercy, and favour. The Word of God declares, "Whatsoever
H
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doth make manifest is light" (Eph. v. 13). If the Lord- reveal His goodness, He will, in a corresponding degree, discover our own badness, so
that we may truly and sensibly feel our need of His gracious help and
power. How can we appreciate His mercy and prize His blessing ifwe feel
not our need? Have not the saints of God ever found that the day of
adversity is set over against the day of prosperity, so that they should
thereby be kept from boasting, or thinking of themselves more highly
than they ought to think? They have, as Ohrist said, "to go in and out,
and find pasture." The patriarch Abraham experienced an horror of great
darkness after the Lord had appeared unto him and told him He was his
"shield and exceeding great reward." Moreover, he subsequently denied
his wife before Abimelech. J acob, too, upon one occasion, said, "All
these things are against me," notwithstanding that the Lord had spoken
to, and appeared for him in a very gracious manner at Bethel, saying,
"And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou
goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee
until I have done that which I have spoken to thee of" (Gen. xxviii. 15).
Elijah, the Tishbite, the prophet of the Lord, was, at one time, so strong
in the Lord and the power of His might that he slew four hundred and
fifty of the false prophets of Baal. But he afterwards fled because Jezebel,
having heard that he had slain her prophets, said, "So let the gods do
to me, and more also, if I make not thy life as the life of one of them by
to-morrow about this time. And when he saw that, he arose, and went for
his life, and came to Beersheba, which belongeth to Judah, and left his
servant there. But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness,
and came and sat down under a juniper tree: and he requested for himself that he might die; and said, It is enough; now, 0 Lord, take away
my life; for I am not better than my fathers" (1 Kingsxix.) Turn to the
chapter, dear reader, and you will there see what a sorry plight the most
highly favoured get into when God hides His face for a season.
One instance more. David, when living faith was in lively exercise,
wentforth and slew, with a sling and a smooth stone out of the brook, Goliath
of Gath, who for forty days defied the armies of the living God. This
man afterwards fled from the presence of Saul, for fear he should take
away his life, 8aying, "I shall one day perish by the hand of Saul."
What shall I say more? for the time would fail me to instance cases
of this description, where God's saints have, after the brightest displays of
His marvellous goodness and power, exhibited the greatest weakness and
unbelief of heart.
Poor weak and timid follower of the Lord Jesus OI1l'ist, think not, then,
of attaining to that state of confidence as never to have a doubt or a scruple
in thy soul respecting thy interest in the love of Christ the Lord. It is
an unspeakable mercy if thou hast a desire-a l'eal genuine desire-in thy
soul to "know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship
of His sufferings, being made conformable unto His death." Art thou
willing to be saved by free, sovereign, electing grace? Art thou willing
that Ohrist should have all the glory of thy salvation? Do you believe
that none but Ohrist can save such a sinner as you feel yourself to be ?
Are you dissatisfied with all your own works, bad and good? Is your
own righteo\lSness hateful in your sight-worthless as filthy rags? Are
you willing that Ohrist should be your all in all? Is sin a grief and
burden unto you? Do you sigh and cry on account of the evil workings
of your depraved heart ? Would you sooner have one gracious love-visit
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from the King 01 kings, and your heart sweetly assured by the IIoly
Ghost of your imperishable interest in the love and blood of the Lamb,
than have all this world contains? Would you sooner have Christ and
poverty than riches without Him ? Would you rather occupy the most
menial position on earth, be accounted as the offscouring of all things,
with ChI'ist for your present and eternal portion, than be the monarch
upon the throne, without It knowledge of Him" whom to know is life
eternal"? What is your answer to these interrogations, poor fearful one?
" Well, I can say I am willing to be saved by the Lord entirely;
willing to let Him, the Lord J ehovah, have all the glory of my salvation.
Christ, I know, can save me if He will, and I feel solemnly convinced that,
if I reach the courts of bliss, it will be ' of Him and through Him' alone,
and to Him all the glory will redound for ever and ever. I feel sin to be
my daily plague, I cannot rid myself of it; I would be delivered from its
thraldom. I would live near the Lord, I would love Him if I could, I
would feel His precious blood applied with healing power to my heart,
and I would be founel clothed in His righteonsness; but I'm such a sinner,
it seems too much for me to realize and enjoy."
It may seom almost presumptuous upon your part to expect these
blessings to be conferred upon one so utterly un.deserving. Allow me
here to ask another question or two. Who made you willing to be saved
in God's way? How came you to know that you were a lost, undone
sinner, without God's mercy? How comes it to pass that sin, which so
many thousands around you love and delight in, is your plague and
burden? IIow is it that Christ is more desired by you than wealth,
fame, frionds, position, yea; even more than life itself? There is but one
answer that can be given: because the Lord has manifested Himself
unto you otherwise than He doth unto the world. The root of the matter
is within thy SOlU, and, as Hart says, so shall you prove it.
"True faith's the life of God,
",. Deep in the heart it lies;

" It lives and labours under load:

Though damped, it never dies."

Think not that the Lord will reject because thou art so sinful, so empty,
so poor, eo vile and worthless. These things furnish a plea for living
faith to go before the Lord, and implore the bestowment of those blessings
which God the Father hath treasured up in the Person of His beloved
Son for these needy and destitute ones.
The Lord never has, nor never will He suffer a soul to perish who knocks
at mercy's door. The Lord help you, and me, too, dear reader, to argue
matters according to the logic of living faith. If we have tasted His
goodness, He will enlarge our hearts with His love. There is a daily
development going on after the Holy Ghost has implanted the fear of
God in the soul. It is beautifully set forth in these words: "First the
blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear" (Mark iv. 28).
The Apostle Paul speaks of "children, young men, and father!!," in Christ;
and Peter of " growing in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ" (2 Peter iii. 18). These Scriptures, and a host of others, all
testify to the fact that there is a time in the experience of the living
family of God when things are not clearly known and perceived, understood and realized, when there is apparently to them a great deal of
uncertainty and doubt as to whether they are right for eternity. Such
can enter heartily into the spirit of these precious words:
p
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" Assure my conscience of her part
In the Redeemer's blood;
And bear Thy witness with my heart,
That I am born of God.
They dare not say that Ohrist is theirs and they are His, nnless they have
a divine warrant, a "Thus saith the Lord." For if God makes His
children, whether it be the babe, the young man, or the father, careful
what they say, their tongues do not move as glibly as those of the graceless professor. They are often afraid of saying too much. Ah, I love
to see this feeling exhibited; it augurs well. I would rather hear,
"I !wpe I am a child of God" fall from the lips of any person, when
questioned as to whether they love the Lord or not, than hear them give
utterance to the language of confidence, if they have not really and truly
known by heartfelt experience that Ohrist is their Saviour and Portion.
It is not what a person utters, it is what they are at heart. IIoart-work,
not lip-work, is that which will stand before a holy God.
Once more upon the subject of hope, and then I must lay down my
pen. The Lord is said to be "tlw hope" of His people (Joel iii. 16).
They are oalled "prisoners of hope." Their hope is spoken of as the
" hope of righteousness," the " hope of the Gospel," the" hope of salvation," the" hope of eternal life," the" hope of glory," the" hope of his
calling," the" hope of the righteous." Further, it is said to be a "lively
hope," a " door of hope," a "blessed hope," a "better hope," a " good
hope."
Oh, how full and how precious is the Word of God! Everything a poor
sinner can need is treasured up in Ohrist. Does he want spiritual blessings? In Ohrist "dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily." Does
he want wisdom? Ohrist" is of God made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption." Does he want cleansing, healing,
clothing, comforting? Ohrist is all. The language of John Newton will
be found very suitable to the Lord's "little faiths "-poor and needy
ones-down to the end of time, where he sings:

I

"Tis a point I long to know
"Lord, decide the doubtful case;
(Oft it causes anxious thought),
Thou who art Thy people's Sun,
Do I love the Lord or no?
Shine upon the work of grace,
If it be indeed begun."
Am I His, or am I not?
Dear reader, does your soul answer to this portrait? If so, you are in
possession of eternal life, God has indeed begun a work of grace in
your heart-a work which sin, nor the world, nor the :flesh, nor the devil,
either separately or collectively, shall ever be able to undo. What the
Lltrd does stands fast for ever-nothing can erase it. We may have our
fears about the final issue of our feeble hopes and expectations, but the
Lord knoweth it is our chief, our daily, desire to be "found in Him, not
having our own righteousness, which is of the law, but the righteousness which is of God by faith." I think at times that there is no one
like myself, so full of fears and misgivings, so seemingly destitute of
everything- spiritual and heavenly; full of confusion and distraction, I
"grope like the blind for the wall" (Isa. lix. 10). What a mercy for
such wretched creatures like us the Lord has said, "I will bring the
blind by a way that they knew not; I will lead them in paths that they
have not known: I will make darkness light before them, and crooked
things straight. These things will I do unto them, and not forsake them"
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(Isa. xlii. 16). How very mysterious some of the Lord's dealings are
with His people. Mysterious or otherwise, "all things work together
for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to
His purpose" (Rom. viii. 28). How painful are some of the processes
we have to endure, which teach us our dependence upon the Lord. I
mention one, in conclusion. A few months back~ had to endure great
darkness of soul for several weeks. I could find no comfort in reading
the Word of God, no relief at the throne of grace, no pleasure in meeting
with the family of God in public; in short, I thought all my religion had.
come to an end, that I had mistaken the way, that what I had supposed
the Lord had taught me was nothing more than the effect of reading and
mental application, and that now the Lord was about to discever to His
people my real state and condition-a hypocrite in Zion. How sad I felt.
I was tempted to stay away from the prayer-meetings, the devil telling
me, if I went, and attempted to open my mouth in prayer, I should break
down before the people. In the end I proved the truth of that Scripture,
" The Lord upholdeth all that fall, itnd raiseth up all those that be bowed
down." I was called upon to engage in prayer at one of our prayermeetings; how I trembled and tottered the Lord alone knoweth. Though
this was felt at first, I had not uttered many words ere the Lord broke
into my soul so sweetly and preciously, pouring into my heart" the spirit
of grace and supplication," enabling me to testify of His goodness and
mercy in the presence of His dear people assembled together. I desire
to blesl:l the Lord for such soul-cheering manifestationR of His love to one
so undeserving.
May the great Head of the Church, J ehovah-Jesus, bless thy soul and
my soul, dear reader, with sw.eet sips of His goodness here below, and
take us at last to His eternal glory, there to praise and bless His
adorable name for ever and ever.
The following hymn was made very precious to my soul upon the
occasion just mentioned:
" We t1'avel through a halTen land,
With dangers thick on ev'ry hand;
But J tSUS guides us through the vale;
The Ohristian's hope can never fail.
" Huge SOlTOWS meet us as we go,
And devils aim our overthrow,
But vile infernals can't prevail,
The Ohristian's hope shall never fail.
" Sometimes we're tempted to despair,
But Jesus makes us then His care;
Though numerous foes our souls assail,
The Ohristian's hope shall never fail.
"We trust upon the sacred word,
The oath and promise of our Lord;
And safely thl'ough each tempest sail:
The Ohristian's hope shall never fail."
Coventry.
J. BURTON.
WHAT an oppressive burden is taken off a Ohristian's shoulders by
his privilege of leaving all consequences to God! He has done with,
" How shall I bear this trouble? how shall I get through this deep
water?" but leaves himself in the hands of God.-R. Cecil.

190

The Gospel hIagazi1lc.
VISITS TO THE BRETHREN.
(Continued ft'om page 144.)

Manchester, Friday, Feb. 5.-Through the goodness of my God, I am
once more in the train with my face homeward! And, first, I desire
here to record my sense of His kindness, love, and mercy in the
blessings and privileges with which Re has indulged me during my
visit, in meeting so many of His own dear children. And one can but
exclaim, "If it be sweet to meet here on pilgrimage, amid all the sorrows
. and sufferings, the cares and anxieties, of the time-state, what will it
be bye-and-bye, when all these things shall have been of the 2Jast-not of
the then present nor the future? Sin and pain, death and the devil,
neither felt nor feared. All past-gone-done with for ever! "
" No groans to mingle with the songs
Which warble from immortal tongues."
" Oh, glorious hour! Oh, blest abode!
I shall be near and like my God!
Nor flesh nor sense shall e'er control
The sacred pleasures of my soul."
Oh, blessed condition! oh, happy estate! God hasten it in His time, and
yet give me meanwhile to exclaim, "All the days of my appointed time
will I wait until my change come." "And, if we hope for that we see
not, then do we with patience wait for it."
~

~

~

*

~

%

Received a hearty welcome from my dear brother, Dr. Hewlett, at the
parsonage, at Astley, on Saturday. Mrs. Hewlett, the Doctor, and self,
passed a quiet evening together, in reviewing all the way by which the
Lord our God had led us, the more especially since our first personal
acquaintance began.
1 deem Dr. Hewlett's a very rare case. He has been a man indulged
with a marvellous measure of health, and, with that, an unusual and
almost unprecedented amount of even, cheerful, animal Sl)irits. It
appears to me as though this dear servant of God scarcely knew what
aepression was. For years I have noted his simple, child-liko hope and
trust in the Lord, who has most condescendingly and lovingly honoured
that simple dependence upon Himself. I don't think the Doctor has
ever needed the amount of scourging and terrible disciplino to which
some, at least, of his brethren have been subjected, and for which one,
especially, only too long a:cd too well known to oue's-solf, is compelled to
admit that there has been an indispensable necessity.
However, be this as it may, it is most refreshing to contemplate this
highly-honoured servant of God, situated as he is now in his last daysstill permittod to live and to labour amongst the loved people in the
self-same parish of privileged Astley, where he has been upwards of
forty years. After bringing up a large family, now respectably and
happily settled in various parts of the United Kingdom; and, after
being the instrument, in the Lord's hands, of preparing for the ministry,
and sending forth into the vineyard of the Lord of Hosts, well nigh
thirty young men of truth and godliness, he and his beloved partner are
quietly settled down in their homely, hospitable parsonage, hard by the
church. I say, quietly. Let me not be understood to mean passively, as
though my dear brother were resting from his work, long, unint lTupted,
and laborious as it has been. Oh, no, I do not mean this; for it appears to
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me as though the Doctor were as active as ever. Considering that he is
nearly seven years my senior, having, within three months, completed
his seventy-first year, I was astounded at the difference between the
two. He is still the first up in the house, and trips about like a young
man of five-and-twenty. .He is in his study by six o'clock, winter and
·summer, or a few IQ.inutes after. His strongest beverage for thirty years
and more has been tea and coffee. He is a wonderful specimen of the
.advantages of temperance, and would make an admirable showman for
one of its advocates. He appears to go through his Sunday's work
without the shadow of weariness. His voice seems as vigorous as ever.
Among the many pleasing featm:es of the parsonage, there was one which
specially arrested me-the face of an old domestic; one who had been
with the Doctor and: Mrs. Hewlett for no less a period than three-andthirty years. Ah, this spoke volumes, especially in the days in which
we live. They had another servant who had lived with them for four-and
twenty years. She had been ailing for some little time; visited a young
woman in the village who was unwell. Her sickness proved to be smallpox. She returned to the parsonage-sickened and died. "In your
house?" was the inquiry. "Yes," replied Mrs. Hewlett, "how could we
send out such an old servant? " The Doctor and Mrs. H. had been telegraphed for from London, and shortly after their return their faithful
servant departed. The different members of the family attended her in
her sickness, but none took the malady. I think this was a striking
example of the fruits of simple trust, and hope, and prayer. Poor helpless sinners cannot give themselves faith; but, when the Lord condescendingly bestows it, He maintains and hononrs it. He never denies His
own gifts. He never forfeits His word. He never forsakes the work of
His own hands. Oh, how sweet and how blessed when He gives the
faith to say, "What time I am afretia I will t1'Ust in Thee," or "I will
trust, and not be afraid."
" Plagues and death around me fiy,
Till He bids I cannot die;

I Till
Not a single shaft can hit
the God of love sees fit."

In order to spare himself an additional amount of letter-writing, as
well as to lay up a record before the Lord of His merciful and gracious
leadings and dealings, Dr. Hewlett has for many years kept a diary.
Week by week the sheets comprising this diary are forwarded to the
various members of his family. Having passed them on from one. to
another, when they have completed the circle, they are returned to the
Doctor, and, at occasional intervals, he has them bound. Thus, not only
is a happy familiarity kept up with home by its former members, but a
permanent record of the Lord's tender, loving, gracious dealings is preserved.
I was at a loss to know whether it was thirty or one-and-thirty years
ago that I first visited Astley. The Doctor fetched one of the volumes
of his jom:nal, and soon set me right upon the subject, as well as giving
me details which I had quite forgotten.
The congregations at Astley last Sunday were large and most -interesting. The Doctor read prayers morning and afternoon, and the whole
service was conducted with warmth and simplicity, without any of the
new-fangled Romish mimicry of the times-mimicry that so chills the
heart and wounds the soul of the Lord's Spirit-taught ministers, when
occasionally, through force of circuIQ.stances, brought into contact with it.
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Morning text on Sunday wasZech. i. 5, "Your fathers, where are they?'
the prophets, do they live for ever?" Afternoon subject, tl!-ken from th&
first lesson, "And Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord."
Visited the schools between the morning and afternoon services, and a
most refreshing visit it was. How many had been taught and trained
in that school to fill important positions in the Church and the world !.
Those who were scholars when I first visited Astley were now parents
and teachers. Many had gone to their rest, leaving blessed testimonies.
in their dying hours.
The day being fine for the season of the year, many had come distances varying from ten to twenty miles, and even more, to be present
upon this occasion. It was refreshing to shake therrf by the hand, and,
hear, from one and another, texts that I had preached from in their
hearing fifteen or twenty years ago-texts which I had forgotten, and
had not the least recollection of having Epoken from. This fact convinced me that the Lord's ministers may remain in utter ignorance of
what use the Lord may have made of them here and there; yea, when
they had least idea of such being the case. And this may well encourage·
them to go on " sowing beside all waters ;" the more so as the Lord has
graciously promised that "their labour shall not be in vain in the'
Lord."
I think I was never more surprised than when told at Astley that it
was sixteen years since I had been there. Dr. and Mrll. Hewlett werenot at home upon that occasion, but I remember the kind and affectionate·
devotedness with which their late dear daughter Ruth attended upon me·
during my short visit. She was the author of that beautiful little work
on "The Lord's Prayer;" the same daughter spoken of in this Magazine
in or about June last, whom the Lord so gently called away to Hilllself,
whilst, during a short illness, she was sleeping. She literally" slept in
Jesus."
After the afternoon service, and partaking of a cup of tea at the parscnage, I once more bade adieu to its beloved occupants, and set out by
. cab for Upper Openshaw. Having twelve miles to drive, I had but
little time to spare; but arrangements had previously been made that
the service should commence at the usual hour, even though I may no-t
have arrive~ As I rode along, I was led to reflect upon the vast distinction between the carping and the questioning of the carnal mind, iu
the days of unregeneracy, as to the exercise of divine sovereignty..
"Who," said Pharaoh, "is the Lord, that I should obey Him?" This·
is the language of every carnal heart. " Why," saith the proud, dictatorial heart of the worldling, "should N oah, in particular, find grace in
the eyes of the Lord? " But, oh, in what a totally different spirit is the
self-same word used when rich and free and sovoreign grace has touched
the heart! These reflections led me to choose as my evening subject.
the memOl'able words of Ruth to Boaz, "Why have I found grace in
thine eyes, that thou shouldest take knowledgo of me, seeing I am a
stranger ?"
I will not dwell upon this here, as I hope to take up the subject upon
another occasion.
Arriving at the school-house at Upper Openshaw, I was agreeably surpris~d to find the building comfortably filled, and a nice warm, simple
serVICe going on. Within a few pence of three-and-twenty pounds were
collected at the close of the service, 'ifhich, added to the two previous.
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coilections at Astley, made the total eight-and-forty pounds, nearly
half the amount I hoped to realize.
,
Monday morning I paid a'6hort visit to the bedside of one of my oldest
Manchester friends-one whom I have not been alone in long envying
his knowledge of the 1etter of theWord and his deep spiritual insight into
it, but whom the Lord is now seeeing fit severely to try, as He did His
servant Job. My dear old friend hild, by some means, got the notion
that I was among the " always rejoicing" ones; so that, when I touched.
upon a few facts with regard to personal experience since we had last
met, he seemed astounded! When I told him that, within the last four or
five years of my life, I had been brought so low as absolutely to doubt,
the,power of God to raise me or to save me, he appeared amazed, and exclaimed, with an emotion I shall not easily forget, "I'M TIIERE NOW!"
Ah, the lessons I learnt by that bedside, as well as elsewhere, during my
visits to the brethren, I shall long remember. Sure I am that, where
the knowledge is great and the judgment clear, the test and the trial of
faith will be the keener and the more severe. Let a man's creed be never so·
sound-let a man's experience have been deep and long-neither the one
nor the other will sufficG to screen him from or to ward off the shafts of
the accuser of the brethren, if so be, as in the case of Job, he hath l'eceived permission to touch all that he hath, save his life. No, no mere
creed can suffice-no doctrinal correctness-however invaluable in their
place. When, by divine permission, "the enemy comes in like a flood,"
the poor frail barque would be sure to break from her moorings, and run
uponthe rocks or the quicksands, if divine power did not keep, and ifin due·
time divine faithfulness did not deliver.
I earnestly hope that my dear readers will bear this case upon their
hearts at the footstool of mercy. Many times since the two occasions
on which, during my recent visit, I stood by that sick-bed, have I cried
to the Lord to look with tender love and compassion upon His poor suffering servant; yea, and again say to that ugly j ailor sin and unbelief, "Loose·
him and let him go." I want that blessed scene to be enacted over again
described in Zech. (chap. iii.) as having taken place between Joshua
and the high priest. That my dear afflicted friend has experienced this
in times past, I doubt not; but it is the renewal of the 'lIiercy for which I
would now plead, the Lord's coming afresh; the '1 will see YOZt again, and
your hem·t shall rej oice,' being graciously verified and fulfilled.
Ah, how powerfully does such a case as this speak to those who in our
day are wont to make faith such an easy thing-so completely within the
will ancl grasp of the creature. Here is one whose very meat and drink
for forty or fifty years, or more, have been the all-important realities of'
eternity and the imperishable interests of the never-dying soul. And
now, notwithstanding all his prolonged experience, his knowledge of'
the letter of the Word, and his keen insight into it, he is so brought
down into the dust of creature helplessness and human nothingness, that
I believe 7t~ woztlcl rqjoice to take a crztmb of divine consolation from the weakest,
the lowlz'est, the humblest mesfJenger by whom it might please the Lord to send it. I

know that persons may say, with regard to this case, as of others, "Oh, it's
physical, it's physical!" Well, so it may be. But the Lord Himself, and
the Lord alone, must manage it, as well as the mental; otherwise the
enemy will, as long as permitted, make terrible havoc with the Lord's
poor tempted, sin-burdened, and Satan-harassed ones.
During my recent visit, I met with another of these poor deeply-exercised
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children of God, in the person of the aged handmaid mentioned in these
pages, a month or two ago, who for so many years has been harassed with
the agonizing fear that she has been permitted to commit the sin against
the Holy Ghost. Notwithstanding, however, these dark and gloomy fears
.and apprehensions, her testimony for God and truth, and her holy jealousy
for His honour and glory, are most marked. Naught but that very Spirit
whom she fears she has offended could ever have begotten in her heart
such holy jealousy, and none but the same Spirit could keep alive such
tenderness of heart and conscience.
As in the previous case, so in this, one saw that no words of man
could avail; not all the arguments of the creature, however sound or
Scriptural, could convince. Both in the one case and in the other, it was
the power of God, amI that alone, that could bring the much-needed relief.
Grateful as it would be to one's heart to be made the humble instrument
of administering relief and imparting consolation, yet, at the same time,
it is satisfactory to witness the utter powerlessness of man in the matter.
It is, "Where the word of a King is there is power." It is, "Spoak
[THOU] the word, Lord, and Thy servant shall be healed." It is, ""Vhom
the Son maketh free shall be free indeed."
Monday forenoon, went from Manchester to Handforth, to visit many
long-loved friends there. One-the eldest of the family-had passed
away since I was last there, and others had been raised from the bed of
sickness still to testify to divine love and faithfulness. How sweet is
that portion, as bearing upon the Lord's aged and long and well-tried
people, "They shall still bring forth fruit in old age, to shew that the
Lord is upright, and that there is no unrighteousneS's in Him."
On this and the following evening we had meetings and communings
with many of the one family that were very refreshing. In all probability
otU' next meeting with many of them will be around the throne.
With two aged disciples I was privileged to meet, whom I had not
even ventured to enquire after, having supposed that they had long since
been called home. To my perfect surprise, however, two out of three of
these loved aged sisters in the Lord I found still to be sojourmlrs in this
vale of tears. Both had passed their fourscore years, and both are
realizing the fulfilment of the promise, "Even to hoar hairs will I carry
you: I have made, and I will bear; even I will carry, and will deliver
.you" (Isaiah xlvi. 4). Most heart-cheering was the interview, being so
sweetly illustrative and confirmatory of the Lord's faithfulness and.
divine all-sufficiency. Here, too, I met the daughter of myoId and
valued correspondent, "Crispin," the late Mr. Poynder.
Of Wednesday's engagements I spoke in the leading article for last
month.
It only remains for me to mention my last preaching engagement in
the Religious Institute, Corporation Street, Manchester. Here was a
goodly gathering, and the total amount of the collection was made up to
£85, thus falling short of the £100 by £15. Well, if the people felt as
much pleasure in giving as I did in preaching, neither giver nor speaker
has cause for regret.
I can only add that the week has proved one of the most refreshing I
have ever passed. Nay, blessed be His name! my Lord and Master
knows I am never so happy as when engaged in His work, nor as when
(sooner or later) sent upon one of His errands. I can only testify that
He is a blessed Lord and Master to serve.
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LESSONS LEARNT FROM THE LITTLE ONES.
•, WHAT a kind father I have!" I heard our little one say; "he gives
me everything I want." The words suggested the lines,
., Good when He gives, supremely good,
Nor less when He denies."
And are we not all too much like children in the way we view the Lord's
dealings with us? When He sends prosperity, health, loving friends, do
we not say God is good? and rightly so. "He daily loadeth us with
benefits," and it becometh well the righteous to be thankful. "0 give
thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, for His mercy endureth for ever."
"No good thing will He withhold." But does not the "good thing"
sometimes mean troubles, losses, crosses? Have we not to learn, by
heartfelt, sorrowful experience, "Nor less when He denies"? Had we
no cloud, should we value the blue sky so much? Had we no dull, dark
days, should we so prize the sunshine? Had we no waiting' times, should
we so hail the rising of the "Sun of Righteousness?" Had we no toil,
should we so long for" the rest which remaineth for the people of God?"
We some times wonder that we are kept fasting so long; but is it not that
our appetites may become more keen for the" Bread of Life"? Oh, what a
mercy it is that our Lord will not disappoint His children in this, when
they" ask bread, He will not give them a stone."
It is one of the hardest lessons we have to learn, that "whom the Lord
loveth He chasteneth." But, if the Holy Spirit is our Teacher, He will
show us, sooner or later, the need for every cross. Doubtless Abraham
wondered much why he was called upon to offer up his child of promise.
But may he not have learnt, among other things, during his trial, something
of the great love of the Father, when" He spared not His own Son, but
delivered Him up for us all"? When a trouble has worked that for which
it was sent, when it has brought us to the Lord's feet, and by grace we
are enabled to cry, although it may be with tears, " Not my will, but
Thine be done," then we find it has "yielded the peaceable fruits of
righteousness."
But one may say, "But my trouble is so long continued. I cry for help,
but get no deliverance." Let us pray that the Holy Spirit may enable
us to see the answers to our prayers, let us "watch unto prayer," and
be confident that, in the Lord's own time and way, he who asks will
receive. St. Paul besought the Lord for the removal of his" thorn in the
flesh," but the Lord answered him, "My grace is sufficient for thee; my
strength is made perfect perfect in weakness." "Vho would not thank God
for such an answer? And have you, poor sufferer, had no encouragements
during your long affliction? Has He who walked with the two disciples
to Emmaus ever drawn near to you, and" spoken upon your heart" ?
Has He never Whispered, "I have loved thee with an everlasting love;
therefore with loving-kindness have I drawn thee"? Has He not said,
" Let me see thy countenance, let me hear thy voice; for sweet, is thy voice,
and thy countenance is comely"? This I believe is the reason for many
so protracted afflictions, wonderful as it is. He has told us in His Word
He loves to hear His children's cry.
Then let us thank Him, and praise His holy name, that He has taught
us something of ourselves, our sinfulness, helplessness, and need, and
something of Him" whom to know is life eternal." "Thanks be unto
God for His unspeakable gift."

•
•
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YOUNG LIFE.
life in its early development, whether in youth or age, needs t()
be dealt with tenderly. Surrounded by opposition without and within,
it is no matter of surprise that it presents to lookers on a mass of inconsistencies. Much that is esteemed as religion, both in people, preachers,
and books, might well be labelled with the Chinese advertisement, "Godlft
made to order, or rejJa~'rp,d on the shortest notice." But, in the midst of heaps
of rubbisJ.!, the life of God oftentimes is planted in the heart of a poor
sinner, who can see no proof of life there, nor can shrewd observers either.
Said God to His ancient Israel, "Set thee up waymarks; make thee
high heaps; set thine heart toward the highway, even thc way that tho2c
wentest." This word of counsel is suited to the Church of God in all ages,
for nothing has a better or stronger influence over the spirit to keep it
tender towards those who are "groping their way as the blind," and, at
the same time, desiring to detect the least germ of life, than a look
back at the way which thou wentest. In this most humiliating glance at
our early days in divine life, we can now trace how much that we thought
real was false; how much that we thought zeal was fleshly; how much
we deemed faith was self-confidence; and how much, that we took for
holiness was only self-righteousness. The light of truth by the Spirit
shows how much false fire lighted up our path, and that oftentimes we
only" sacrificed to our net, and burned incense to our drag," while we
thought we did God service. But there was life-there was love; and,
where these are found, all that is necessary an all-wise God will surely
supply, in His own time and way.
In no unkindly spirit we draw the attention of our readers to a small
book'ii- lately imported from America, being the memoir of a lively,
amiable, loveable youth, the beloved child of Mr. and Mrs. PearsaIl
Smith. 'Ve notice the book because it represents the tenets of a party
whose opinions have of late been widely spread, endorsed, and adopted
by many Christian people; and the book professes to be a practical illus~ration of these opinions. So it may not be out of place to some who are
III perplexity about these peculiar views to devote a little space to examine
it, and let it fairly, by extracts, speak for itself.
, ~'he :uemoir, which is written by his mother, opens with the account
of the death of her son in these words:- .
As I was sitting at the bedside of our boy
the afternoon he was taken
ill, although no thought of danger had entered my mind, yet by one of those
unaccountable impulses that sometimes lead the Christian into apparently
strange things, for which afterwards he sees cause to be thankful, I said t<Y
him, ., Fran.!', this may be typhoid fever; and, suppose you should die, :rou
are not afraId?" "Oh, no!" be answered, cheerfully, "not at all." Pursumg
my own train of thought as to the joys of entering upon the glorious eternity
to be spent with Jesus, I added, after a'moment, "It would be rather nice to
go, would it not?" " Well, yes," he said, with a smile; "but I would like tolive a little longer to work for Jesus." Ten days aitel' that afternoon our
Frank had left us to be with Jesus.
From this closing scene the writer breaks off to give us the early history
of the lad whose earthly career closed at the age of eighteen. Without
* "Frank: The Record of a Happy Life." Morgan Dud Chase.
DIVINE
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any'allowance for maternal partiality, the boy seems to have been endowed
with great natural amiability, sincerity of character, and strong affections.
The solitary child of fond parents for eight years, the eldest grandchild
on both sides, the idol of a large and wealthy family circle, his early
delinquencies-" a wilful temper, fits of crying, followed by sullen
spells "-occurring at intervals, are not to be wondered at. When the
()hild reached the age of four years, the writer gives an account of a
change that took place in his parents : In the summer of 1858, while absent from one another. his father and I
were both brought on the same day to a knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ
as our all-sufficient Saviour, bearing our sins in His own body on the tree,
and by faith in Him wBt'e bOl'n again into the family of God.
This latter clause deserves attention, because it is a very singular mode
()f describing the new birth. If by faith in Christ we are born ag-ain,
then thete is some act that precedes life and produces life. Our IJord
declared, "Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of
God." Again, we read, "You hath He quickened who were dead in
trespasses and sins." The Word tells us God's choice is "things that
are not, to bring to nought things that are;" and God's new creation is
after the similitude of the old-world formation-" things which are seen
were not made of things that do appear." Faith is the effect of the new
birth, whereby sinners are instructed to "flee from the wrath to come,"
as soon as life divine is imparted. The total fall of man, as set forth in
Psalm xiv., and quoted at length by Paul in his third chapter to the
Romans, sets the question at rest as to the unity of divine teaching in
the Old and New Testaments upon this foundation truth; while it leaves
us without "a sherd to take fire from the hearth, or to take water out
()f the pit," to support the Arminian notion that "by faith we are born
into the family of God."
The conversion of their little son Frank became now the object of the
parents' desire, and Mrs. Smith gives the following extract from her
papers : Our little boy, only four years old, has been converted this winter. We
had never taught him anything about trusting Jesus, because we did not
know it ourselves, and we had contented ourselves with general instructions
about God as a Father in heaven, and about His moral law as the rule of our
life; and, even after we had learned the truth for ourselves, it seemed to us
for a while that it was impossible for one so young to understand anything
about it; but, having heard the story of a very little girl who had been saved
through some open.air mission work in which we were engaged, our eyes were
<>pened to the fact that even little children could come to Jesus and find '
forgiveness; and, with earnest prayer that the truth as it is in Jesus might
be blessed to our child, we began to tell him the blessed story. He listened
-to it wanderingly and gladly. The Holy Spirit made him feel himself a sinner
needing a Saviour. .At once he seemed to open his gentle heart to admit the
gracious Lord, who was knocking for entrance. The fruits of the Spirit at
once began to show themselves in him very manifestly. He loved to talk of
.Jesus, to hear stories about Him, and repeated over and over again, "Mamma,
I love heavenly .resus." .After his conversion, he said, "Mamma, I want to
pray, but I don't know what to pray for." " Why not say your usual prayer
for a new heart?" I asked. "Oh, mamma!" he answered, "I can't say that
any more, for I did ask heavenly Jesus for a new heart, and He gave it me. I
know it is a soft heart, for it loves heavenly Jesus so much. So now, mamma,
what shall I pray for?" I suggested that he should ask to be so very good
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that everybody would see it, and it would teach theJ;ll to love Jesus too. But
he added, "l am too little to be a preacher." "No!" was my answer, "you,
are not." And then I told him of some very little childrell'who had trusted
in Jesus, and had talked to othere about Him, and had been the means of
bringing even men and women to believe in Him and love Him. Frank
listened with deep attention, and said at last, "Well, mamma, lw-ant to preach
to the soldiers, and, if papa will take me to their house, I will say, 'Do you
love Jesus?' and, if they say, 'No!' I will tell them to do it, and then theywill, and I will pray for that. Please. dear heavenly Jesus, make me so good
that everyone may know that I love Thee, and please to let me preach to the
soldiers, and tell them to love Thee, and throwaway their guns.
The extraordinary power of imitation in childhood is very romarkab le,
and, when surrounded with the double attraction of parental affection
and natural amiability, becomes most deceptive in a religious aspect.
It is only the after life, when temptation and opportunity meet, that then
is discovered the vitality or rottenness of the root called religion. Few
who have been associated with the young but must know something of
the difficulties and disappointments that arise from the false blossoms
that many designate as early piety. Children soon learn the art of adapting
themselves to the circle in which they are surrounded, aud human
depravity lends them its aid in this matter; for even in childhood there
may be discernment enough to see that a profession of godliness is gain,
and creates an interest and an influence by its gradual development.
Thus, when Mrs. Smith handed Frank the last of a particular kind of toy,
and said, "When this is gone, you can have no more," she says she
began to feel, as she passed a shop where these toys were sold, that thelittle fellow must have some more. Having made her purchase and
reached home, the child came to meet her, and said, in a confident way,
" Well, mamma, where are my toys?"
"Why, Frank, don't you.
reme:nber that I told you you could not have any more? " " Oh, yes!"
he answered, "but, then, I asked Jesus to tell you to bring me some, and
I know you have got them." The child evidently understood how to
turn the weakness and fondness of the mother to good account, but Mrs.
Smith comments upon this in these words : This habit of confiding prayer was never lost. and to it no doubt was owing
much of the happy, even tenor of his young life.
But, to do justly by our readere, we must give an extract, which marks
the character of the divinity that is so popular just now : From the moment when our boy had started to walk in the heavenly
pathway, at the age of four yeal's, we had endeavoured carefully to guard
him from the many legal errors that so often obscure the truth as it is in
Jesus. Frank was taught that the Lord Jesus Christ was 'the Lamb of God
that taketh away the sin of the world,' and that, in His atoning death on the
cross, He did bear our sins in His own body, and did take upon Himself the
stripes that were our due. He was taught that by means of this sin-bearing
God had reconciled the world unto Himself, and that He no longer imputed
their trespasses unto them; and he understood the Gospel to be a message of
glad tidings to sinners, telling them the wondrous fact that their iniquities
had been taken off them, and laid upon Jesus Christ, and that God was
reconciled to them by the death of His SOD. Thus underst~ding the
Gospel, it was easy for Frank to see that the only thing left for him to do
in the matter was to believe this good news, and, through believing, to find
eternal life. He was taught that his own part in the work of salvation was
simply to believe, and that then the blessed Spirit would never fail to do
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His accompanying work of creating within him a new heart and a right
spu·it.

In this epitome of a so-called Gospel there is nothing to be seen but
the old Pelagian heresy. It may well be asked, If this exposition be
correct, what lies in the way of salvation? If Ohrist took away the
sins of the world, and atoned for all sin, and no longer imputes their
trespasses unto them-their iniquities taken off them and laid upon
Ohrist-and God reconciled to them by the death of His Son-how comes
it to pass that a whole world of sinners, except a few converted believers,
live in sin, and perish in their sin? The usual reply to this is, "Because
they will not bel~·eve." But if unbelief is a sin, and all sin is atoned for,
why not unbelief? Why should unbelief be too strong for the arm of
Omnipotence to reach, or of too deep a dye for the blood of Ohrist to
pardon, or for the Spu'it of God to remove? This is to impeach the justice
of God, who planned and performed, in the Person of His dear Son, a
costly salvation, atoned for sin, bore all the guilt, died a cursed death,
and yet failed to effect the result designed by God. If Ohrist did all
this to work out salvation, and God promised "He shall see of the travail
of His soul and be satisfied," we ask, where is the fulfilment of the
promise, when we read that" the whole world lieth in wickedne~s,"
which is as true now as it was in the Apostle's day, with the exception of
the few who are called by grace? If God pledged Himself to save a
world of sinners by the death of Ohrist, we assert the justice of God is
impeached by the damnation of sinners who are not saved. This thought
has driven many a step further into the fatal error, that there is no
punishment at all for sin, and the evil consequence of universal redemption is now spread broadcast in the general belief in universal salvation.
There is little need to notice the" easy" part which falls to the lot of
sinners to perform in this Gospel according to human nature. Frank
was taught" his own part in the work of salvation was simply to believe
-this was the only thing left for him to do." Our Lord declared,
" This is the work of Goa, that ye believe;" but the child was told that
he was to believe, "and that then the blessed Holy Spirit would never
fail to do His accompanying work of creating within him a new heart
and a right spirit." Thus faith is turned into a work that procures
grace.
But we are candidly told there was something deficient all this lime in
the religion of the parents and their child, which, after a few years, seems
to have been set to rights very easily. A young man was added to the
household as a tutor to Frank, and before long, Mrs. Smith says : We discovered that he had a secret of continual victory and abiding rest,
of which we were ignol·ant. After watching him for many months, we became
continually impressed with the wonderful purity and devotedness of his
life, and we began to ask him about it, and he told us that his simple S6cret
was faith. He trusted, and Jesus delivered; he laid the care of his life,
moment by moment, on the Lord, and the Lord took it, and made his life,
moment by moment, what He would have him to be. It was a wonderful
revelation. The result was, Frank's father and myself were brought out into
a clear knowletlge of the truth of sanctification by faith, and learned, in the
wondrous peace and victory and liberty of this new life, that we had only
known before half the Gospel.
The outcome of this phase of Arminianism is the lately-revived
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doctrine of perfection by faith, which reaches a climax by ignoring the
'seventh of Romans, and setting up a free-will faith as a substitute for
the "faith of God's elect. The Arminian element in this young tutor's
religion would have been quickly discerned by a Spirit-taught believer;
but we read of some in ancient days thus: "The men took of their
victuals, and asked not counsel of God." Satan can transform himself
into an angel of light; and the lad soon adopted the opinions of his
parents. In his journal he thus writes:Last Saturday evening-that is a week from yesterday-after the holiness
meeting, which was a very nice one, when I was in bed, I thought somehow
this way: " If these Christians have such a blessing, why should not I? Why,
no reason at all." So I just prayed that I might have the peace of God shed
.abroad in my heart, and I had it.
This is another branch of the same tree, which was pointed out to
Frank as "the tree oflife;" but his mother remarks : Thus understanding the Gospel, it was easy for Frank to see that the only
thing left for hi~ to do in the matter was to believe this good news, and,
through believing, to find eternal life.
This" easy" way he found, and, like many more, followed where his
parents led. But here we would observe that there seem trlices of life
divine in the youth, for there are some honest entries in his diary, and
letters which attest that he neither felt happy nor secure in this new
-theory. The mother writes:I found he was very much discouraged, and in fact I had hardly ever seen our
dear boy so sad. He felt as if it was all of no use; he never could live a. holy
life, and he might as well give it up in despair. I showed him where the
-beginning of his trouble lay, in having failed to acknowledge his consecra-tion in the meeting when the Spirit prompted him.
The boy's reply to this letter is very simple and honest : I am not at all at rest, and yet I believe I have gIven up everythmg except
·one thing, and I don't know whether I am required to give that up or not.
The thought struck me" the other day, e, Am I willing to speak in the
meeting at the meeting-house, if I felt called on to do it?" That may be my
sticker, I don't know; but, if it is, I don't know how I am going to get over
it. I am perfectly willing to say anything in our little meetings upstairs,
but I cannot speak publicly before the whole college-it is impossible.
Thus the poor lad was pushed into a profession of religion, and,
shielded by parents and friends, was carried along over the small
troubles of childhood and young college life. He obtained from his
mother texts and hints for their public meetings, and he says:I began on the believer's name, and - - told me' the last lesson on the
,aS~lUrance of faith interested him very much, and he hoped I would continue.
For myself I hardly know what to say. I do trust the Lord to keep me, and
He does it a great deal; but it seems some how I can't trust Him enough.
_I mean that, when I am thinking of Him, I am able to trust Him fully; but
before I know it I forget Him. I would rather be kept entirely. But when it
comes to speaking in private to a few fellows, who I feel sure are not
'interested, my faith seems to give out, and I can't find words, and 11he idea
of distributing tracts or of speaking in the college prayer-meeting seems
equally hard, and I do not know what to do. What shall I? Pray? I do
pray. Trust? I thought I clid ; but when the time for work comes I am found
-wanting."

.
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The lad now began to find how much his religious fervour and Christian
courage stood in the fostering care of his parents, and the stimulating force
of being the centre of a circle where he was regarded as a religious
wonder. How many young people under similar circumstances have
gone so far, stopped short, and ended their career in death and darkness! In the last year of Frank's life, a letter to his aunt shows an
advance in self-knowledge and self-distrust that bear hopeful marks of
grace, though these mournful cadences contrast strangely with the lofty
notes of the higher life song.
I have come to the conclusion that my character is not worth much; as
soon as I get away from a warming influence, I immediately get cold. I
ehould like to be a strong, bold Christian, but it seems as if, when I stop
reading or praying, I forget about Christ.
Here, the seventh of Romans, which is branded oflate as "miserable,"
might have helped the lad to see his way; and, if used by the Spirit,
removed the felt difficulties in his experience; but the promise runs,
"They shall all be taught of God."
The Bible presents to us a series of memoirs, and out of them we
gather the great fact that the Lord's people, from Adam to the beloved
disciple, were saved by grace; and, if faith be a pre-requisite in the
creature, in part or in whole, salvation is by works; and," if it be of works,
then it is no more grace; otherwise grace is no more grace." In these Bible
memorials of departed saints we can trace no perpetual holiness of life,
and no continuous victory by faith j we see they were born with an old
Adam nature; but a new nature, the gift of God, proved that the;y
belonged to "the remnant according to the election of grace," the family
of God, " chosen in Christ before all worlds," and viewed as " complete
in Him," "holy, and unblameable, and unreproveable in His sight," "a
glorious Church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing, but that
it should be holy and without blemish." This is the standing of the
Church of God, by virtue of their eternal union with the Christ of God.
<l I ~n them, and Thou in me, that they may be made perfect in One."
Here is the perfection of the Church collective and individual; but their
old Adam nature is full of evil, and needs the mighty power of God to
keep sin in check. The Bible history of the saints testifies to this fact,
. without any disguise, from beginning to end, and solemnly exhibits the
great truth, "there is none good, no not one," and" that there is not a
just man upon earth, that liveth and sinneth not;" but Scripture is
corroborated by the experience cif God's saints in every age, who are
taught, by a feeling sense of their utter depravity, to say, "I know that
in me (that is in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing."
The higher life theory has been considerably modified of late, and in the
memoir is alluded to in a hazy way, that leaves the reader in considerable obscurity as to what consecration is and this higher life means.
Practically we .trace in this little volume no other particular dedication to
God than attending meetings and pushing young folk into a position
they were utterly unable to fill; great latitude seems given to all sorts of
indulgences, and enj oyments of frolic and fun, and, in a word, to make
the best of both worlds, and get to heaven at the end as "rather nice."
The doctrine of victory by faith, which t ha higher life theory advances
as a new truth, is as olel as the records in the eleventh of Hebrews.
God's established people, experimentally, though not literally, pass
Q
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through the contents of that chapter more or less: they all want more of'
the power of it in their soul, and in their practice, but of the existence of
it as a truth they never entertain a doubt. Faith's victories are the precio~s secrets that lie between God and the believer; they are neither fOr"
show nor triumph, but bring the sinner deeper in debt to sovereign grace.
These few remarks are offered, not with a design to cut at the root of
life, however feeble in persons, but simply to separate between truth
and error in doctrines, for the strengthening of God's people who know
and love the truth. "It is good that thou shouldest take hold of this;
yea, also from this withdraw not thine hand: for he that feareth God shall
come forth of them all."

MEDITATIONS ON MATTHEW XI. 28.
•, Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I w£ll give you
rest."-MATT. xi. 28.
THESE blessed words follow that outburst of Ohrist to His Father that has
put to confusion free-will professors of religion beyond almost any other
single verse in the New Testament: "At that time Jesus answered and
said, I thank Thee, 0 Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because Thou
hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them
unto babes."
This sweet invitation is spoken to those souls who are divinely
quickened by the Holy Spirit with the mustard-seed grace of God, and
who are heavy laden under the spirituality of the law's condemnation
convictions; that is, in travail pains for manifest new-birth deliverance:
for, as a child at conception is as mUllh of the nature of mankind ,as at his
birth and manb,ood, so the mustard-seed plant of divine nature ("partakers
of the divine nature") is as much a partaker of that nature as at manifest
birth and at the full manhood of growth in grace, in full meaSllre of the
Spirit's graces, meant by "the washing of regeneration." Paul knew
nothing of the spirituality of the law until quickened by life divine
imparted, and so of every soul elect, although few travail so quillkly; 1'or,
"behold, he prayeth," soon ended in manifest new-birth deliverance in
Saul's case. The next verse to that of my text explains the object of this,
sweet invitation, that they may take Cor partake) of my yoke, which means,
love, and so find "rest to your souls."
" Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that
fear Him." So here Ohrist, as the everlasting Father of His sheep C" and
His name shall be palled Wonderful, Oounsellor, the Mighty God, the
everlasting Father") opens His arms and says, "Oome, take my yoke; have
rest, pOOl' weary one. '.' Ah, and all that He invites unto He gives possession
of at manifest birth; and a blessed rest the weary soul finds, and a pretty
cooing the babe makes whilst being nursed in the arms of a precious
Ohrist, in first love:,
To offer this text to the unquickened, under natural convictions only,
is not "to take the precious fl'om the vile, and be God's mouth" CJ er.
xv. 19). I am at a point on this text; for one day I was walking in the
road (as full of hell as)nbred corruption and Satan could fill me) meditating on ilie wordlil, "For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light."
I said in my heart, "Is it easy? I know it ain't," and I was stopped
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suddenly, by an internal voice, "Thou fool, my yoke is love; 'tis the law
that's heavy."
A sensible sinner is a quickened soul; none can feel the spirituality and
condemnation of the law till dead to it, and alive (though unknown) in
divine nature. But the bulk of professors (like Paul once was) are alive in
the law, and, like him, zealous too, inviting the dead under natural convictions to do the work of God the Holy Ghost (CC This is the work of God, that
ye believe on Him whom He hath sent"), taking Ohrist's sweet family
promises, and making them the property of hypocritical free-will professors: but the Holy Spirit never sets His seal to such testimony.
This labour sweetly explains John vi. 27; I mean for a manifestation
of Ohrist. John vi. 27, has been greatly wrested, as if implying works
to get Ohrist; but there is a labour of spirit, a labour of groaning, longing,
panting after God, and this is the essence of prayer. Think of that, ye
eloquent prayers at all seasons, the Spirit's mode in us and for us. "But
the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot
be uttered." This is not the labour of works, but of Spirit.
Again, the sweet invitation of my text, as considered to the soul in law
terrors, shows the bowels of compassion Ohrist has for His dear children
whilst they are tasting the cup of law death, of which He drank the dregs
even unto death, to pay its breach by man. Oh, the dreadful reality of
Adam's fall-the awful sins it has filled the world with. Adam knew
experimentally the effect of his fall; his firstborn son (the first born of
woman) a murderer of the second, as Adam the first made was a
murderer of the second Adam made.
The verses in Matthew, 25 to 30, although in two paragraphs, refer
to the cc babes" given to Ohrist, and the 28th. verse is spoken to them in
babe travail stage principally; nor do I take this cc heavy laden" to be
synonymous with" casting all your care upon Him."
Essex.
J. E. S.

THE BEING OF .A. GODo-Every man must admit creation as an effect
wherein we see desig1J, lalv, power, wisdom, benevolence, and adaptation
to all; therefore the Oause must have been a IJesigner and Lawgt"ver,
possessing injinity,·~·nteUigence, love, and a perfect knowledge of all His
creation. If we receive the modern theory, that creation is an evolution,
we are still driven to acknowledge. an Evolver who possesses all the
former, and that the germ ·of the evolution must have containecl
all the seeds of perfection which we now see in creation. But
we are not left to the winds of creation to be taught, but have the
Scriptures, which we believe to be a reasonable revelation from such
a Divine Being, wherein He reveals Himself more distinctly; anc}, if
we watch His providential \lealings, we shall be more convinced. But, if
we have His Holy Spirit within us, we have the greatest evidence a man
can have. Let, then, my reader prayerfully and carefully "read, mark,
learn, and inwardly digest" the Book of Nature, Revelation, and Providence, which are three books bound in one volume, and ask himself the
question, Why were all mankind created to worship if there be nl}
being to worship who is injimOte, eternal, and above alt=-the first Oause,
who was before all effects, the great cc I Am," which was, which is, and
which is to come, the Almighty?-J.Miley.
Q
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PASTORAL VISITS.
SECOND VISIT.
MINISTER.

WELL, humble soul, belov'd of God,
How go you on in Zion's road?
I hope our talk the other day
Assisted you to urge your way.
HEARER.

I'm glad to see you, sir, again;
But, oh! it gives me inward pain
A fact so painful to rehearse,
I think I do grow worse and worse.
M.
Nay, my dear friend, youe1'l',I'm sure;
You are not worse, but feel it more;
And when a soul most humbled lies
Christ is most precious in his eyes.

H.
Oh, could I clearly tell my case,
You would not' try to give me peace;
I fear you are in me deceiv'd,
And I have never yet believ'd.
M.
All slavish fear must pa,ss away;
For He who taught your soul to pray
Has said that "All who seek shall
find;"
And He will never change His mind.

H.
Sure, if I sought the Lord aright,
And found acceptance in His sight,
Foes would retreat and fears would
cease,
Instead of which they both increase.
M.
Such a conclusion is not fair;
Your war within proves foes are there:
But all their rage and all your pain .
Confirm the promise, "Grace shall
reign."
H.
I cannot doubt what you have said,
Yet to take comfort I'm afraid;
For, if I get one moment's joy,
The next my inbred sins annoy.
M.
While frames and feelings are your
guide
Your comforts cannot long abide;
But, oh, what joy those souls receive
Who can by faith_on Jesus live!

H.
The life of faith I long to know;
For this I an things would forego :
Will you this sacred life explain,
And ten me how the prize to gain?
M.
To live by faith is to depend
For an things on the sinner's Friend;
Lean on Him, trust His word, and
view
His life and death design'd for you.

H.
May such a worthless worm as I
Upon the Lord of life rely?
May I without presumption take
The promises He deigns to make?
M.
What you now feel, and what Christ
saith,
Are the best arguments for faith;
Self.righteousness must be denied
When faith views Jesus crucified.

H.
This is the sig-ut I long to gain;
To see Him mine would ease my pain:
But nothing can remove my woe
Till I my union with Him know.
M.
Why are you on this union bent?
Once you would not to Him consent.
Delightful change, this work is done,
Since Christ has your affections won.
H.
Oh, could I love the Saviour more!
Oh,\vould He own a wretch so poor!
Oh, might I in His fulness share,
And His celestialllkeness wear!

M.

'Tis the new nature thus aspires;
Jesus created these desires:
And can you now suspect His love
While you its holy influence prove?

H.
Ungrateful creature that I am!
I own my folly, feel my shame.
Deal' sir, do pray for worthless me,
'l'hat I may more of Jesus see.

205

The Gospel Magazine.
M.

Go, my dear friend, thyself deny;
No more with unbelief comply:
Go boldly to the throne of grace,
And wait to see thy Saviour's face.
H.
Oh, that He would His face l'eveal ~
Oh, that I could more grateful feel!
Claim all the blessings Jesus brought,
And own the change His grace has
wrought.
M.

Now, your aspiring thankful voice
Makes me on your behalf rejoice;
Now, you can Jesus' grace adore,
And may expect He'll give you mOl'e.

H.
Thanks to His nante, the pledge is
given;
The pledge of happiness and heaven.
His hand has conquered my proud
heart,
And from me He will ne'er depart.
M.

My visit has been long again;
I trust it has not been in vain.
Oh, may our conversation prove
Like fuel to the flame of love.
Go own what Christ has done for you,
Give Him all glory-'tis His due.
Go to Him as you are, and dwell
Close to His blood-stained cross.
Farewell !-Joseph Irons.

THE COVENANT ORDERED AND SURE.
WITH such a passage as 2 Sam. xxiii. 5, all readers of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE are well acquainted. How often do God's tried and tempted
ones turn to the line of truth opened up by that and similar passages!
True, there are some who seem believers, and yet do not value the
sovereignty of that grace by which the covenant Jehovah brings to
salvation the objects of His eternal choice. It may be that they have
never yet been brought so low as to feel that sovet'eign grace must be
their only strength. Possibly they have not yet had brought home to
them, by the Spirit's power, the utter deceitfulness, the desperate wickedness of their own hearts, find so do not realize that grace alone-omnipotent grace-could compass their salvation. But there are not a
few, thank God, of His blood-bought childl:en who do feed upon the
strong meat of the Gospel, who (as is the case with a friend of the
writer's, deeply taught of God) know seasons of heart-searching,
when faith seems well-nigh gone, when loye seems quenched, when
evidences are all darkened, and when thus all experience of interest in
the blood of Christ is gone, and who therefore feel that their only stay is
the everlasting covenant, not one jot or tittle of which can ever fail.
Such souls do praise God for the golden thread of sovereign, omnipotent
grace which runs through Scripture from Genesis to Revelation.
May I ask such to bear with me while I endeavour to point out a few
thoughts in connection with 2 Sam, xxiii. 5, which seem to throw
additional light upon this precious passage. Of course the covenant
referred to is the everlasting covenant made between tile blessed Trinity
on behalf of the Church. But what is the precise meaning of the
covenant being "ordered?" -The original word is "~"l.', and this seems
to point to the preparation of food. The same. word is found in Prov.
ix. 2, " She hath also furnished her table," and in Isaiah xxi. 5, "Prepare
the table ... eat, drink." And what is the provision flO graciously set
before us? Is it not Christ Himself, Ohrist in His Person and offices,
Ohrist as made to His people wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and
redemption? What is our food experimentally but Jesus, our Covenant
Head, who has, for the sake of His chosen bride, wrought out an ever-
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lasting righteousness, and made atonement complete and full by the
shedding of His blood-Jesus, who is our unchanging Representative
before the throne-Jesus, who shares our every pang and knows our every
tear? This seems pointed at by the shewbread (Lev. xxiv.). Twelve
loaves, corresponding to the twelve tribes, were kept before the Lord on
the holy table, and eaten each Sabbath by the priests. Here we have
Christ. In Him there is a portion for each of His people. The loaves
are exactly twelve, /:l0 in Him there is food for each of the mystic
twelve; and just as the loaves stand with acceptance in the presence of
God-His food as it were-and are then eaten by the priests, so in Christ
does the Father find holy satisfaction, and on Him, the Bread of Life, does
the priestly family o'f faith delight to feed. It is worthy, I think, also,
of note that the word in the passage under consideration (2 Sam. xxiii. 5),
rendered "ordered," occurs in the account of the shewbread (Lev.
xxiv. S), "He shall set it in order" (m,~'). Thus the Spirit seems to
link the two together. May we not also connect it with Song ii. 4? The
" banqueting-house," or house of wine, I take to be the covenant which is
well furnished in truth with the best wine that goeth down sweetly, wine
coming from Him who is the" cluster of camphire," or the Eshcol, for
such is the Hebrew for cluster (see Num. xiii. 23, 24). The bringing
into the "house of wine" would thus be bringing the soul into the
enjoyment of the covenant, for it follows sitting down under the shadow
and tasting the fruit. "The secret of the Lord is with them that fear
Rim, and He will shew them His covenant." "I will bring you into the
bond of the covenant."
.
We have this provision of grace also, I think, brought out in Phil. iv.
"I have learned," says St. Paul, "in whatsoever state I am therewith to
be content," or "sufficed," perhaps, is more accurate (avrapKTJG), satisfied
with Christ, apart from external things; and there is, apparently, an
.allusion here to Deut. xxxii. 10, where the Septuagint rendering of the
expression, "He found him," &c., is "He sufficed him" (avrap"'luEV); and,
taking the passage thus, the contrast with the previous verse is very
blessed, "The Lord's portion is His people," "He sufficed him." We
are the Lord's portion, and He is onrs. Verily the Lord makes a " feast of
fat things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of
wines on the lees well refined."
May the Spirit help us, dear reader, like Mephibosheth, to eat at the
King's table continually; for doth not our David, our Beloved, thus enjoin?
(See 2 Sam. ix. 7, 10, 11, 13.) Is not the covenant" ordered" in all things?
Is there not full provision for' the supply of thy every need? Yea, "my God
shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus."
And now a few words as to the covenant being sure. I believe that we
have here an allusion to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. Our passage
seems parallel with Isa. Iv. 3, "I will make an everlasting covenant with
you, even the sure mercies of David." Now, upon this we have an inspired
commentary, which is most important, in Acts xiii. 34, "And as concerning that He raised Him up from the dead, now no more to return to corruption, He said on this wise, I will give you the sure mercies of David."
Here, beyond doubt, the sure mercies are intimately connected with the
resurrection. But where in Isa. Iv. 3, and by inference in the similar
passage, 2 Sam. xxiii. 5, is the resurrection spoken of? To answer this
question we must go back to the days of eternity, when in the covenant
the Father gave a people to the Son. That people could be brought to
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-glory only by the Son, acting as their Covenant Head and Surety, and
·engaging in their behalf to become incarnate, t fulfil the law, and thus
work out a righteousness, and then to pour out His soul unto death, that
-all thoir sins might be washed out in His blood.
.
The Father, on these conditions alone, gave the Church to the Son, and
the Spirit engaged to work in each one of them so that they might be
born again, and manifest repentance toward God and faith toward our
Lord Jesus Christ.
'
But observe everything hinges on the fulfilment of His Suretyship
engagements by the Covenant Surety. If He fails, everything is lost; if
He succeeds, everything is won. Nothing depends on man, everything on
'God. Hence the one thing which the believer seeks to know is this: Has
{Jur blessed Surety accomplished what He undertook? Now the Father alone
.can answer this question, and, thanks be to Him, He has answered it fully
and for ever. That answer is the resurrection! Then God publicly
,declared that the work was finished, and that all the blessings of the
,covenant must come to' the elect. " A testament is of force after men are
dead." The first covenant was ratified by blood, and so is this. "I
appoint (OLaTL~EJlatJ i.e., bequeath as by will) unto you a kingdom." The
death of the testator gives force to the bequest. " This ifS my blood of
the new testament." Thus was Jesus delivered on account of our
<lfi'ences, and raised again on account of our justification, not, that is, that
we might be justified, but because we were then justified in foro Dei.
It is important to notice, too, that it is not faith which sets in motion
covenant blessings, but the blood of Christ; and that faith itself is one of
these covenant blessings granted to us because of that blood.
It is my privilege thus as a believer to look at the resurrection of Christ,
and see that by it I know that He has carried out His part of the covenant, and done all that is needful for my salvation. May the Spirit show
us this with power! May we rejoice that the God of peace ha.s brought
again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, in
the blood of the everlasting covenant, to our great and endless comfort!
'Thus, I take it, are the sure mercies of David connected with the resurrection, and so also is the covenant "sure" in virtue of the resurrection.
Two thoughts, and I have done.
1. How this scheme of redemption glorifies the Triune J ehovah. All
is of Him. He chose His people, knowing that in them was nothing but
sin, that from first to last there would not be in them anything that was
not abhorrent to Him, saving that which He put there in spite of them.
Thus they are led to ascribe everything to sovereign grace. An that has
been planned and executed for them, all that has been and is being
done in them, all that shall be theirs during the countless ages of eternity;
all, all must be ascribed to the free grace of Father, Son, and Spirit
exclusively. "This people have I formed for myself; they shall shew
forth my praise.
2. This scheme is an unspeakable comfort to the tempted, trembling
,child of God. Did anything depeI;l.d on us and our faithfulness, we must
indeed abandon all hope; but, since everything depends on God, how
<li.fferent the prospect! Election is of Him, redemption of Him; for is
not the language of our blessed Jesus on behalf of the feeblest of His
blood-bought Benjamins to the Father: "If I bring him not unto Thee,
.and set Him before Thee, then let me bear the blame for ever"? Amen.
Bri8tol.
J. IlENNEIT.
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"WHO MAKETH THEE TO DIFFER?"
THE Lord said at the fall that He would put enmity between the seed
of the woman and the seed of the serpent; and how evidently do the
effects of it appear in civil as well as religious life! What false constructions are frequently put upon the best-intentioned actions! and what
unjust and base assertions do men of the world sometimes make-like
the children of Ammon against David-to cover over their hatred to the
people of God! All men by natme are the Rame, grace alone makes the
difference; and even grace, though it renews the soul, renews not the
body, unless, indeed, it restrains the workings of corruption. What one
man commits another is as liable to perpetrate. 0 Lord, help both him
that writes and him that reads ever to keep in view that striking question,
"Who maketh thee to differ" from another? Depend upon it, my brother,
the withdrawment of God's Spirit from a child of God, though but for a
short space, is the saddest evil in our pilgrimage state. God hath other
ways in the stores of His omnipotency of punishing the sins of His
children than casting them into hell. It is only for the Lord to suspend
the operations of His Holy Spirit, and the enemy, who waits for our
halting, joining with our own evil hearts and the world around,· soon
make us to fall; and, if the Lord be withdrawn, the heart, like a cage of
unclean birds, is open to the admission of every sin. Lord, keep me n:om
that evil man-myself.-R. Hawker, n.n.
EXTRAOT FROM A SERMON BY THE LATE REV. GEORGE
DOUDNEY.
Now the Lord help you, dear child of God, so to cease from self-your
own frames and feelings, which are bitter and discouraging-from your
dark and gloomy experiences; yes, and from resting even upon past joys,
which often, when so attempted to be used, prove to be "broken cisterns,"
which no longer hold the water of life, though they have in times past.
Yes, to go up out of self-good self and bad self-not making a Eaviour'
of the Lord's dealings with us, neither even of the blessed work of the
Spirit within us, but going up into the glorious fulness of that blesse d
salvation-work which is finished and complete in Ohrist. Then, once in
Ohrist, once having taken om seat in His glorious finished obedience,
having once drunk at the satisfying fountain of His most precious blood;:
yea, once plunged into that fountain, we rise again in resu1'l'ection
blessedness and glory. "Forgetting those things which are behind,"
we then, for a season, lose sight of omselves as black, but rejoice in the
comeliness put upon us in Ohrist Jesus. We can sing then, "Look not
upon me, because I am black, because the Sun hath looked upon me."
Well do I know, from daily heart-crushing experience, "I am black; ".
and sometimes I feel, through the deep knowledge of my blackness, as if
it were impossible that I can be a child of God. Yet, when the Spirit
sweetly takes the things of Ohrist and reveals them to faith, I can sing
the whole song, "I am black, but comely, 0 ye d\lughters of J el'usalem,
as the tents of Kedar, as the curtains of Solomon" (Song of Solomon.
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i. 5, 6). But this is our mercy-the tents of Kedar will soon be struck;
they will be left. in the wilderness, and I shall have nothing more to do
with them, but be eternally glorious in the felds of the curtains of my
all-precious and all-glorious Solomon. I shall then have bestowed upon
me in that glorified state of existence the very image of my most
glorious Lord, in which "it shall be (or exist) to the praise of His
glory" (Eph. i. 12). It is, dear brother, as by faith we l'ealize these
things, that we cease from our own works, as God ceased from His, and
sit down in the finished work and sacrifice of our blessed Lord Jesus,.
contented to be nothing that He may be all and in all. It is 11ere
we find the glorious banquet satisfying, both for time and to aU eternity.
'EXTRAOT FROM MY DIARY OF SEPTEMBER, 1845.
[The annexed is the extract from our beloved brother's (Dr. HEwLETT)
diary mentioned in "Visits to the Brethren," given in aRother part of
the present number, and which the Doctor has kindly copied at our
request.
From a note received from our dear friend, we find we laboured under
a misapprehension as to the age of his beloved partner. We had no idea
that Mrs. HEwLETT is only a few months younger than the Doctor. We
can only s ay that her appearance speaks much for country life, in contrast to the wear and tear of a town sphere of l~bour. As we have stated
elsewhere, it was most grateful to our heart to witness the peace and the
calm of the closing days of our loved friends at Astley. Our recent visits
there and at Manchester are most refreshing to our spirit-the more so,
because we are increasingly reluctant to leave, even for the shortest
period, our own loved home. \'Ve sit before the Lord in adoring wORder,
as we contemplate His goodness, loving-kindness, and mercy, in the closing
up of our little changeable life; and can only, with grateful heart and
tearful eye, exclaim with the Psalmist, "Who am I, 0 Lord God? and'
what is my house, that Thou hast brought me hitherto? And this was
yet a small thing in Thy sight, 0 Lord God j but Thou hast spoken also
of Thy servant's house for a great while to come. And is this the manner
of man, 0 Lord God?"-ED.J
"Sunday, 7tk.-Was a most beautiful autumnal day, cool, for the wind is
still in the east. We had a most blessed day in spirituals-a pleasant
prayer-meeting, a full church an d school, and an attendance of eightyseven at the Lord's Supper. Morning text, Psalm xxxvii. 3: 'Say unto
my soul, I am thy salvation j ' afternoon, Rom. viii. 28: ' We know
that all things work together for good j , evening, Oant. viii. 11, 12:
, Solomon has a vineyard at Baalhamon.' How much I was surprised
at seeing Mr. Doudney come into church, just as I got into the desk in
the morning. He had come down from London to Liverpool in the night,.
and on from Liverpool this morning.
"Monday, 8tk.-This was a day of adventures 01' misadventures. After
breakfasting and ordering workmen, &c., I set out with Mr. Doudney to
go to Liverpool. As he had left his great coat at Leigh, we went that
way; but, having to eaU at a place or two on the road, we got two minutes
too late for our train. As there was no other from Leigh till ten minutes.
past three, we agreed to get a gig and drive to Newton to meet a train
there which would bring us to Liverpool by half-past one, but the
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wretched horse we got did not bring' us there till the train had been gone a
quarter of an hour. We stayed here till half-past two and got some
dinner, then went on to Liverpool. After calling at several places, I
went over to Seacombe to my friend Mr. Titherington's. He was gone
to Prescot. I had not found one friend at home. It was now half-past
seven. I turned back, re-crossed the Mersey, but did not get to the
railway until the last train for Prescot had left half-an-hour; so I determined to walk (eight miles). Arrived at my friend G. Ashton's at ha1£past ten o'clock, and he was preparing for bed, but stayed up two hours
talking."
THE LEICESTER CONFERENCE.
OF all meetings, conferences are the most popular in the present day.
It seems an amiable device to blend all sorts and shades of religious
opinions into one harmonious whole, and present to the world a "Happy
family" holding divers doctrines. Of late, these conferences have taken
a more emphatic tone, and issued new dogmas, somewhat in Vatican
fashion, or dressed up old ones in a new style. The following account of
a late conference speaks for itself:The conference announced some weeks ago has taken place. It was, in its
general tone and teaching, a Mildmay Conference, held in the City; but,
i.n addition to the elements composing that annual gathering, the subject of
holiness, and that through faith, was set forth in more distinctly pronounced
-lorm than at Mildmay, while warnings against what is supposed to be the
special danger incident to this view were also freely expressed. Yet, from
first to last, !!IO far as we are aware, no collision, no jar, took place, no personal attack or inuendo, but an evidently general and harmonious desire to
draw closer to one another in drawing nearer to God.
Many meetings on holiness and consecration are being held in London and
the provinces, and there is, perhaps, a tendency in them, however undesignedly, to draw together those whose views and sympathies and experiences are
similar, and to consider those who do not thus think and feel, and to lead
rthem to regard themselves, as outsiders.
Now, the Church, as preaented in the New Testament, is composed of all
Christians, whatever their experience may be; carnal Corinthians, legal
Galatians, dwarfed Hebrews are as much at home as heavenly-minded
Ephesians,: loving Thessalonians, and rejoicing Philippians. Of this elect
body Christ is the Head, the Heart, the Life, the Light; but directly we
'propose any view, however Scriptural, any truth, however important, as the
basis of union, the centre of attraction, we have laid the foundation of a sect,
and formed the nucleus of a party.
The old barriers are being removed; Calvinism and Arminianism have met
together; Presbyterianism and Episcopacy have kissed each other, and the
platforms of conferences of various kinds testify to a real evangelical alliance.
But while the old tests die out new ones may arise. When even the most
precious truths are made a ground of union they become the occa,sion of
disunion, and it is possible that this might be the case even with tho truth,
-that sanctification is by faith.

It is with unmixed gratification we see announced another conforence,
to be held at Leicester, 00. the 220.d and 23rd inst. We believe that there
"the old barriers" will not" be removed;" and that Arminianism-that
popish drug-and Calvinism will not" meet together i" and" olel tests"
will not be let" to die out."
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"Thank God, there is a vanguard yet
Still fighting for the right." '*
Honest men, who fear no frown, court no smile, and, with the sweet e~
perience and enjoyment of divine truth in their own soul, are not ashamed
·of the doctrines they profess to hold.
All honour to such men, who ::ue made willing by divine grace to stand
in the breach, show their colours, fight the good fight of faith, and testify
to the truths they have received of God.
We commend this conference to the earnest prayers of God's truthloving people, that the spirit of wisdom and understanding may rest upon
the speakers, and the blessing of olden days may be repeated, "They
were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and spake the Word of God with all
boldness."
FAMILY FEATURES.
TO L. G. R., GLOUCESTERSllIRE.

You ask for a word on behalf of the deeply-tried and troubled one whose
letter you enclose. Well, you know it is written, "As in water face
answereth to face, so doth the heart of man to man. " It is a most common
supposition upon the part of the Lord's dear children that their case is
singular, that none are tried and tempted as they are. This conclusion on
their part arises from their ignorance of the condition and circumstances
of others. Had they the opportunity to compare notes, they would be
amazed at the similarity of affiiction and exercise, in many points of
view. Now, in order to prove the truth of the passage above quoted,
and to prove likewise that your poor sin-burdened and Satan-buffeted
correspondent is by no means alone in his exercises, we will quote from a
private journal to which we just now turned with another object in view.
But, as we happened immediately to light upon the following entry, we
at once thought of your friend, and of your request that we would endeavour to say something on his behalf. May the Lord be pleased to
make it " a word in season" to His poor troubled soul, and He shall have
all the praise.
Under date Sunday morning, July 31, 1870, we find the following:
" Oh, the agonizing cries of the last night-the pleas with the Lard,
'Hast Thou brought me thus far to put me to sl1Fl.me ?' With what power,
however, came the word this morning, 'The Lord is with thee, thou mighty
man of valour;' and then the first words my eye dropped upon, in opening
the precious Book, were, 'He giveth power to the faint, and to them that
have no might He increaseth strength.' 'Oh,' thought I, 'I am the very
character, for I am faint indeed.' And then I thought of the words that
are so often upon my mind, as being so experimentally true with me, 'If
thou faint in the day of adversity, thy strength is small.' This fainting
being so commonly the state of things with me, I thought what a mercy
it was that thore was a promise so exactly adapted to such a condition,
, He giveth power to the faint,' &c. And then how sweet was that word
also, 'I was brought low, and He helped me.' The Lord does indeed
bring low first, that we lllay sensibly realize that it is He, and He alone,
who helpeth us. It is thus He secures to Himself the glory which is
indeed due to His name. But, oh! the grief to me is, that I should so
;I<

See IIymn .840, in "IIymns for Leicester Conference."
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distrust Him. I never had more cause to cry, 'Lord, increase my faith,>
than now."
Now. if one who is called to stand in the forefront of the battle, and
who had known something experimentally of the Lord for nearly fi,:eand-forty years, was so brought down as to write, in child-like simpliClty
and godly sincerity, the foregoing, need others who are not called to·
occupy such prominent and responsible positions wonder if they are led
in some small measure and degree to grapple with darkness, and be the
subjects of numberless doubts and fears? Sure we are that, in some way
which His infinite wisdom will devise, the Lord will ever keep His children
sensibly dependent upon Himself! He will never allow them to possessanything in which they can pride themselves, or glory in, apart frpm
Himself! Day by day shall they be taught personally and po~erfully
that great truth, "All my springs are in Thee;" day by day shall they
be yet more and more familiar with the fact of which the Apostle personally testified, "We have the sentence of death in ourselves, that we
should not trust in ourselves; but in God that raiseth ~he dead."
THE EDITOR.
THE PREACHING FEVER.
" A golden bell and a pomegranate, a golden bell and a pomegranate, upon the
hem of the ?'obe ?'ound abo~~t."-ExODUS xxviii. 34; xxxix. 26.
SAID a noisy professor, one day, to his teacher,
" ~ir, I think I have talents to make a good preacher:
My views of the Scriptures are also profound:
So I mean, on next Sunday, to preach or expound."
" Well, what is your subject P" " Why, Aaron the priest,
The bell and pomegranate which hung from his vest:
Their meaning I know, sir; but yours let me hear;
For I wish it to have every sense it will bear."
"I will tell you. The vest is an emblem to show,
As a teacher, your heart should become white as snow:
The bell and pomegranate, too, very well suit
To show where there's noise there should also be fr?lit."
-Cottage Magazine.

PEACE ON THE BATTLE-FIELD.
A PRIVATE soldier was stretched on the battle-field mortally wounded.
A kind-hearted officer came riding past, and, on perceiving the dyingsoldier, dismounted, and, approaching him, said, "Can I do anything for
you?" To which he replied, "Nothing, sir." "Can I not fetch you a
little water?" "I am dying," was the emphatic reply. "Is there, then,
nothing I can do?" rejoined the benevolent officer; "could I not take a
message to your wife and children?" "There is something," answered the
soldier, "you can do. If you will open my knapsack, and take out my
Bible, and read me a verse at the end of the 14th chapter of the gospel
by John, beginning with' Peace,' I will thank you." The officer did
it promptly, found the text, and read these soul-inspiri:p.g words of tho
dying Redeemer, "Peace I leave with you; my peace I give unto you:
not as the world giveth give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled,
neither let it be afraid." "Thank you, sir," earnestly said the soldier, his
countenance lighted up with joy, "I l,ave that peace; I am going to that.
Saviour; I want no more."
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"WAYSIDE NOTES" WRITER AND HIS
CORRESPONDENTS.
·My "Notes" in the March number, entitled "The Two Natures and
their Warfare," seem to haye given grave offence in certain quarters. All
I can say is, that, if our good friends have attained to anything of
a holiness through the exercise of faith, I trust they will be led to give
God all the glory. The writer cannot pretend to anything of the .sort,
and must still be looking unto Jesus (i,e., off everything else) for that
which he cannot find in himself. But far be it from his wish to unchristianize anyone who has attained unto heights which he has not. It was,
however, on Pisgah's top that the Lord not merely showed His servant
the land afar off, but also brought to view his failings and frailty by the
way. Another t~ing I wished to say is, beloved, bear with the writers
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE in love. It is impossible for them to please all.
It is only this week that a letter came from a dear child of God telling
the writer" to strike the chords of his harp high," while the next post
brought one from another, saying, "I told my husband not to read me
the' Wayside Notes,' because the writer seemed always so free from
bondage; but he did, and your precious article on 'The Two Natures'
was most refreshing to me." Now here is a difference. One says
"strike high," another says" strike low;" but this is easily accolinted
for; the former is a young Christian, whose prospects are fair; the other
is from an afflicted Christian, who for two years has been laid down on
the couch of suffering, and whose communications are in pencil; and
the deduction one would draw from such is this: Beloved, if the article
before you does not suit your particular case, it may suit another. I
recollect an instance of this during the lifetime of dear Mrs. Moens, of
Birmingham. She said, on one occasion, "Poor Mrs. - - is greatly
afflicted; I think her mind is becoming affected. I wish you would
write something for her comfort." I did write, under the title, "Sitting
at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind;" but no, it was not
meant for her. I had no communication from her that it had done her
any good; but, presently, from another part of England, a sufferer wrote
to say, "that piece had been a great source of comfort to her soul." So
it is, beloved, what may not suit one will another, and much depends,
I think, upon the temporal circumstances we are under at the time.
To "A Well-wisher," Aberdeen, I would say your desire shall not
be lost sight of, although I think it has been somewhat met in the article
referred to in the foregoing; only, dear brother, have patience with a
busy man. If you knew what my complement of hourly care is, you
would wonder how all is done. Almighty strength is given, or it could
not.
And, now, one object I had in view in writing a few line3 at this
season is to tell my valued correspondents of my change of residence.
Please note it, dear friends, in your pocket-books, and I shall always be
pleased to hear from you; but, as your name is "Legion," bear with the
writer if he does not answer your communications as soon as you wish.
I remain, yours affectionately, for Christ's sake,
Osmaston Road, Derby.
GEORGE OOWELL.
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SIGHS AND SONGS IN PILGRIMAGE.
To the Ed£tOl' of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR BROTHER in the Lord of life and glory, and God our Father, in
that" oovenant ordered in all things and SUl'e " to every elect vessel of
mercy, and redeemed of the Lord. For the faithful VVord declares, "ThE:l'
redeemed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with songs, and
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads, and sorrow and sighing shall
flee away." And they to be for ever wrapt up in eternal glory with
Father, Son, and Holy GLost.
But the redeemed, ill returning home to their Father's house, must
go right through the path of tribulation, and not on either side thereof;
for so is the will of our covenant God. Well, though this is our path
home, yet the path is safe, and we are led by our unerring Guide to see
that it is a wise and good path; for He, being ever with us, " worketh in
us to will and to do of His good pleasure," and often gives usto see His
wonders in the deep and the overflowing waters that come upon us. So
that, however low we sink, or high we are tossed, or driven far and wide
in soul-feeling from the sweet embrar,es of our dear Husband and
Saviour, by the power of indwelling sin, the temptations of the devil,
or the persecutions of the world and false professors, 91' afflictions, both
personal and relative (and, oh; how many of these things fall to the
lot of His dear people in Mesherh's discouraging land 1); yet, blessed bethe Lord the Spirit, He often testifies of Jesus, and takes of the things
of His blessed Majesty and shows them to us. And that faith, which
is of His own implanting and powerful operation, so mixes with the
things of Christ. And, oh, this sweet mixing of faith with the love,
blood, righteousness, and great salvation of our J ehovah-Jesus! Wethereby rise above the fall, and all the solemn consequences thereof, to
comprehend with all saints the height, depth, length, breadth, and to
know the love of Christ that passeth knowledge. And, oh! what a glorious.
privilege for a poor fallen son of Adam to be raised up to those high
mountains of Israel-the mountains of Jehovah's love, holiness, righteousness, and everlasting truth, that shall stand unmoved when the
heavens shall pass away, and all the works of nature shall be burnt up ;
and those fixed thereon shall for ever" shine forth in the kingdom of their
Father, as the sun in the firmament." Yes, when by faith, through the
Holy Spirit's anointing, we can enjoy theso things, we can then see the
depth we have been raised from, and the great height we are raised up
unto, while we wonder and adore at the depth of the wisdom and knowledge of our God, in our great salvation, and can feelingly say,

" Oh, that I could now adore Him,
Like the heavenly host above,

Who for ever bow before Him,
And unceasing sing His love."

Well, now, dear brothel', I will lay before you a little I have felt and
known in tribulation's path concerning our great salvation. Now, one
thing I have been solemnly given to feel and see is the power of sin, in
defiling, dyeing, staining, and polluting my whole nature, so that I felt
to stand in the presence or a holy heart-searching and all-seeing God,
with not one pin's point of my whole man but what was deeply stained
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and polluted by sin. And oh, what solemn work this light makes in the
soul when the dear Saviour is hid from our sight! Truly I sobbed and
sighed at the sight thereof. Then I was led. to look at the angels, and
their pure spiritual :aature, but sin turned them from Iflvc. to enmity,
from holiness and purity, into the devil's darkness and impurity. Oh,
how awful did the change appear, with -the depth and length thereof,
from heaven to hell, and the duration of its eternity. Oh, eternity,
eternity! I cried with the poet" Oh, thou hideous monster, sin,
All creation groans through thee,
What a curse hast thou brought in
Pregnant cause of misery.

I

But, with all the vast sorrow and misery of all the creatures of God
ruined by sin, I have one thing greater than the whole of it, and that.
was the changing of the truth of the great eternal, absolute, true God
into a lie (Rom. i. 25). " For all nations before Him are but as a drop
of a bucket" (Isa. xl. 15). So that all the sufferings of sinners are not
equal to that great, great sin of making God a liar.
But, secondly, the dear Lord the Spirit brought before me the Lord
Jesus as the God-Man Mediator, the holy, harmless, undefiled, and
. separate from sinners. And, oh, what wonders are there in the great
mystery of godliness, God manifest in the flesh! I did indeed see
Him, the Son of the Father, in truth and love, possessed of the same
divine nature as the Father, and of all His glorious perfections; yea,
and having a real filial relation to the Father in the divine nature as the
only-begotten of the Father, "full of grace and truth." And by faith
saw Him taking our nature into personal subsistence with Himself as
the SoP.. of God and a Person in the ever-adorable Trinity, to be the
Saviour of His Church and people in the womb of the Virgin, and the
Holy Ghost overshadowing her with His divine sanctifying power, and
separating the man-nature of our adorable" Emmanuel, God with us,"
from sin for ever, while the Son of God took it into personal union with
Himself, and raised our nature up to the highest dignity and honour
that it could possibly be raised up to. And here was the first manifestive
act of our great Redeemer to deliver us from sin and all its defiling,
changing, defacing power of God we were created in, together with the
curse and wrath of God revealed in His holy and just law. Yea, by
faith, I saw the God-nature filling the man-nature with such holiness,
light, love, and strength that He did appear as an adamant rock that
nothing could penetrate into Him, or defile or change Him, as sin had
done us. Bless His precious name for ever! I thetl saw Him with all
our iniquities laid on Him by the Father, and still deeper expression,
"He hath made Him to be sin for us who knew no sin." And oh, who
among all the heatures of God can enter into that solemn word, "made
sin" ? Here we may gaze and wonder, but not a step further can we go
into that profound depth of wisdom, power, love, and grace towards
us. But, oh, the wonder for Him to be made sin by imputation, and yet
for Him to remain undefiled!
When I had thus seen our precious Christ, that portion came to mind,
" There is a way of a serpent upon a rock;" and this also, "The prince
of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me" (Prov. xxx. 19; John
xiv. 30). No, though that proud enemy tried all the force of power and
oraft un our dear Lord Jesus, yet He was proof against him and all he
could do in his malice to Him, by the holiness of His nature and the love
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He had to His Father and His Church. Neither could all the base acts
of men and their awful conduct to Him ever force one sin out of Him;
nor yet all the wrath of a sin-avenging God, which fell on Him as our
Surety, cause Him to give way in the least. No, bless His holy name
for ever and evel~ I then saw Him go into the fire and wrath of God
with all our sins laid on Him, but still the Holy One of Israel, and stay
there in that fire until all our sins and the wrath due to them were for
ever gone into the land of forgetfulness, never to come back any more,
and die, the Just for the unjust, and buried and raised again for our
eternal justification. When I got here, oh, brother, I cried out, "Oh,
if I had a thousand souls I would trust them all here, with all their vast
concerns for time and eternity!" Then came that word, "He that
believeth the record that God hath given of His Son hath set to his seal
that God is true;" when I felt such a divine power enter into my heart
and soul, producing such joy and peace in believing all that God hath
said of His Son, that I then feIt myself bouud up in the bundle of life
with Christ in God as my CJvenant God and Father in Him. Then this
-came: "And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life,
and this life is in His Son" (1 John v. 11). Then followed, "Even the
Son of Man who is in the bosom of the Father." "Oh, then," I said,
" the bosom is the seat of the heart, where all divine affections roll in all
their eternal fulness and sweetness." Then followed this word: "Chosen
in Him before the foundation of the world." Well, then I saw Christ in
God, and we in Him, and all everlastingly dwelling in one habitation of
love and blessedness. Oh, happy society of love, peace, friendship, and
delight! Oh, friend, I felt all the powers of my soul to go out in love
and praise to my covenant Three and God, and I was kept on blessing
and praising until one o'clock in the morning, and then I felt to fall asleep
in the arms of everlasting love. Oh, friend, such things as these sweeten
all the bitters of tribulation's path, strengthen faith, brighten hope, and
make our love abound more and more. May you and I and all the bloodbought family of God enjoy more of those streams that make glad the
-city of God. Amen.
Blackburn.
JAMES ARCIIER.
A WORD FROM AFAR.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-I was glad to see in your January number some account
of Mr. Charles Brider's efforts to promote the glory of God among our
beloved soldiers and sailors, in whom the Lord has led me to feel the
deepest interest, and for whose benefit He has enabled me to open a
" Home." Having myself seen the great neec! of such a mission as that
which our brother is carrying on, and having recently received aid from
it in my "Home," I can speak with confidence respecting it, and trust
that the Lord's people may be led still more heartily to s!1Pport the work
which is so important in these days of cheap and but too often pernicious
literature.
The box of books and magazines which Mr. Brider sent me per last
English mail had been anxiously expected by our men from the time
of my receiving notice of its coming, and when it had really arrived they
were not slow to make use of its contents. One young soldier brought
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his betrothed wife-a nice, respectable young woman-to see "the new
books;" and it is a pleasant thing to see our soldiers sitting round the
cheerful fire in our reading-room, poring over pages which contain the
truth as it is in Jesus. I believe Mr. BrideI' nearly cleared out his stock
in hand to make up the box for this distant station; but I hope, through
the Lord's favour, he will soon find his stores replenished, so that more
precious truth may be scattered abroad in that name which is above
every name.
With regard to the work in my own hands, we have much encouragement from the Lord, as well as many attempts to hinder, on the part of
the great adversary. The soldiers are neglected and despised here,
to a degree really surprising. It was after many refusals from landlords
that I at length obtained the small and inconvenient house at present
used as the "Home." Our poor men are regarded as the very
pariahs of society by many far inferior to them in education and natural
intelligence. The apathy of the churches in this respect has deeply
pained me, knowing as I do the many noble fellows who are to be found
in the ranks and" between decks," -great numbers of them truly led by
the Spirit to a saving faith in the Lord Jesus, that only hope of a soul
lost by nature. Another thing which causes many persons to regard the
work coldly is its being undertaken simply in faith in the Lord for
means to carry it on. This appears "some new thing" to the people
of Halifax, who are accustomed only to work by committees. But our
heavenly Father has called me to simple faith in His own promises, and
I do not feol at all led to risk the success of the work by uniting with
some who certainly fail to "declare the whole counsel of God."
We greatly need a larger building, and my husband, whose delicate
health hinders him from much active work, unites with me in an earnest
wish to purchase a suitable place as soon as funds shall be given us. At
least £2,000 would be required to provide anything at all adequate to
the requirements of the case. I shall be happy to supply further
particulars to any who may wish for them. P.O.O.'s or bank drafts
may be made payable to Mrs. E. M. Hunt Morgan.
Believe me, dear sir, yours truly in Ohrist,
ELIZABETH 1\1:. H. MORGAN.
Sold-iers and Sa,Zon' Home, Halifax, Novel Sootia.

FAOE ANSWERING TO FAOE.
To the Bddo1' of the Gospel Magazine.
REV. AND DEAR SIR,-I write to tell you that there was one at least at
the Gospel address on Thursday evening, Feb. 4th, at Manchester unto
whose soul your words were applied by God the Holy Ghost, and I'think
you will see that the Lord Himself directed you back to fifty years ago,
and caused you to speak of that supernatural revelation of the work of
redemption, taking away a load (comparable to Bunyan's), as it was only
a few hours before, in the solemn hour of midnight III bed, and alon~ with
J ehovah. He was pleased to speak peace to my own soul j and, if after I
should have to go through the trial of thinking it impossible for Him to
save me, it will be a comfort to me to know that you have gone through'
the same.

/
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LIVING AND DYING TESTIMONIES.

To the Ed£tor of the Gospel Magaz£ne.
DEAR SIR,-I should like to send you a little testimony to the grace of
God which came under our observation just three days after your visit to
us. My dear husband was sent for to Derbysl;J.ire to see an aged aunt,
who had been bedfast during forty weeks, and it was thought :she might
not have long to live; so he went, accompanied by his brother. They
found the old lady as described, being eighty-four years of age, and, for
the most part, entirely unconscious of surrounding objecis. When asked
who her visitors were, she said, "Are they not A--'s sons?" "No,".
they replied; "he has been dead a great many years." " Has he?"
was her quick answer, showing' her almost total loss of memory. The
individual referred to was her eldest brother, who departed this life about
thirty years ago. It was then remarked, "No, they are J--'s sons."
"Oh! are they?" said she. Now it so happened that she was over at
J--'s funeral, between five and six years ago, and spent several days
wiih different members of the family, several of them also having seen
her since. But here again her mind was a perfect blank, the same
answer resuHing," Oh! are they?" At last my husband said, "Do you
ever think of Jesus?" Immediately her intellect brightened up, and she
l'eplied, with considerable animation," Oh.' yes; I :hink I d? I think of
very little elte noW. ~hat should I do wIthout HIm? He IS all I have to
think about now. He IS better than all the world to me. He deals very
tenderly with me-very tenderly." "Yes," chimed in her husband, who
sat on the foot of the bed shaking with age (he is in his ninetieth
year), "what should I do, what would my partner there do now,
without Him ?" "Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest." "These are Christ's own wordsHis own 'Words," he repeated. It was said, "It is the blood of
Christ that saves us, not any righteousness of our own." " No," he
replied, "it is nothing of our own; one drop of Christ's blood can cleanse
the vilest sinner." "The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth
us from all sin." "Oh, I feel so grateful, so very thankful, for all His
mercies. He deals so tenderly with us." It may be here observed that
this aged couple have been entirely dependent upon, though well-cared
and provided for by, a married son and his wife for the last five-andtwenty years. Surely such filial love, so long tried, will not go unrewarded
by Him who never leaves Himself indebted to any of His creatures for
service rendered to Him.
My dear husband. ihen remarked to the old man, " I once knew you
a very different man to what you are now !" "Yes," he replied, "more's
the pity, mOl'e's the pity." "But," interposed the daughter-in-law, "he
always says tl1at is over and past now," as if not wishing that his past
life should be brought to remembrance. He was for many years quite
a confirmed drunkard, and was only brought to see the error of his ways
about eight or nine years ago. Do.es not this magnify the grace of God,
in 'such a striking change? And should not the poor old man's gratitude
for what some of us might call small mercies, as to be dependent upon
others, put us to the blush when we reflect how often have our faithless,
unbelieving hearts doubted God's goodness to us, and we have been
afraid that He will not continue to provide?
It being near evening train time, and a mile to walk over a very rough
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road, the brothers were compelled to leave. Much more had been said,
which cannot be remembered, and the dear old couple had quoted many
passages of Scripture, showing their intimate knowledge of the sacred
Word. One of the visitors was moved to tears during their stay, and the
oth r with difficulty restrained his that he might be able to converse. Oh,
how I longed to have been there!
And now, dear sir, a word about myself. Your visit here was much
too short. When you were g'one, I thought, How little have I been able
to say, or to hear, compared with what I had hoped! And yet the time
was pretty well filled up. I felt, and still feel, so thankful for your
prayers; for I do indeed value the prayers of God's people. I caught
fresh cold the next day, through doors being inadvertently left open.
This brought on chills, which finally settled down into a bronchial attack;
so that my weakness has been greater ever since; and, though able to
come downstairs during a portion of most days, my strength is just at
a minimum to be able to accomplish it. I trust the Lord granted you
journeying mercies, and that you reached your beloved home and family
in safety. For many years I have hacl for my journeying text" The
Lord is thy Keeper;" and, though I have travelled many hundreds of
miles since it was first given to me, I have never once found it to fail. To
God be all the glory. Now, in all probability, my travelling days are over,
y t the text still holds good; for the Lord will fulfil His promise, and keep
m to the end. " Those whom Thou hast given me I have kept." "Kept
by the power of God through faith unto salvation j" and therefore unto
final glorification.
.
I am, dear sir, yours in a oovenant-keeping God,
jl.fancllestp.1'.
A LITTLE ONE.
THE GUIDANOE HERE! THE GLORY THERE!
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR BROTHER,-The remembrance of your hurried visit to us in
these out-of-the-way parts is still very refreshing, and I think we made
the best of our time as regards conversation. Among other things, you
wished me to write some little matters I related to you, and especially
concerning- the men who have gone out from among us to preach "the
glorious Gospel of the blessed God j " some brought up in our Sundayschool, and some who came to me as pupils. I had hoped that some one
would have sent you some information respecting one of my pupils, very
dear to us, and brought up amongst us, who was lately called home by
his Divine Master.
The B,ev. Arthur Ashworth, M.A., Vicar of Holme 0Jlltrum, near
Oarlisle, was a faithful, devoted, and eloquent preacher of God's Word;
a diligent pastor; a kind and tender husband and father; and a loving
friend, whom it was my privilege to know intimately. Arthur (I speak
of him as I first knew him) came to reside with me when quite a boy,
and was here a year or two; while for my second son I had a tutor, who
afterwards entered the ministry. After the lapse of four or five years,
when his school days were ended. and he had been for a short time iu
business, I happened to meet one of his 'brothers, older than himself,
and, asking- how Arthur was getting ou, he said, "Not well; he does
not like it." Having eveq reason to believe that he was converted while
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residing with me, I replied, "I believe he wishes to enter the ministry.
Ask yom' father to send him to me, and I will get him ready for college."
His father did so, and he came and resided with us another two years,
and then, at his father's request, I went with him to Oxford, and entered
him at my own old hall, now Hertford College. A more consistent,
painstaking stndent they never had within those walls. By my advice
he did not read for honours, but was content to get his degree which was
to qualify him to be a candidate for holy orders. Having finished his
college course, he was ordained to the curacy of Withnall, near Ohorley,
where his father, who had retired from business, then resided. From
this cure he went to another in Lancashire, and eventually to the cure of
Wigton, in Oumberland. Here he came under the notice of the lamented'
Bishop Waldegrave, who removed him to Holme Oultrum, as curate in
charge; and, on the death of the then vicar, the kind bishop joined with
other friends in procuring the votes of members of Oonvocation (it is an
Oxford University living), by whom he was elected to the vicarage.
Here he laboured diligently and lovingly, gaining the esteem of his
parishioners. The bishop appointed him a Diocesan Inspector of Schools,
in which capacity he had great opportunities for usefulness. About four
years since his health failed him, and, by the advice of his medical man,
he had to be a wanderer in search of a place which might better suit his
health. He was not idle, but preached the Word here and there as
opportunity offered and his strength permitted. He was with us at
Leicester in April, and in August he took charge of the church and parish
of Enderby: He had gone back to Cumberland, and taken lodgings by
the seaside for three months, having his loved family around him; but
had scarcely been there a fortnight when he was taken with his last
illness, which, in another fortnight, carried him into the presence of
Him whom" having not seen" he had" loved." Calmly and quietly,
surrounded by his dear ones, his spirit passecl away, and he is "for ever
with the Lord."
A post-mortem examination showed that his death was the result of a
shrunken liver, and he might have gone at any time, as far as tho disease
was concerned. He knew the truth from his boyhood; he loved it, he
preached it, he lived it. There are threo churches in the gift of the vicar
of Holme Oultrum. It was his privilege to appoint to each of those a man
after his own heart.
I know these few lines will delight many of your readers. I have been
as concise as I could, and will only add that I am faithfully and lovingly
your brother in the Lord,
ALFRED HEWLETT.
THE celestial city is full in my view, Its glories beam npon me, its
breezes fan me, its odours are wafted to me, its sounds strike on my ears.
Nothing separates me from it but the river of death, which now appears
but as an insignificant rill that may be crossed at a ~ingle step, whenever
God shall give pOl'mission. The Sun ofRighteousness has been gradually
drawing neaTer, appearing larger and brighter as He approached, and
now He fills the whole hemisphere, pouring forth a flood of glory, in
which I{Jseem to float like an insect in the beams of the snn, exnlting, yet
almost trembling, while I gaze on His excessi\>o brightness. Oh, could
you know what awaits the Ohristian, you could not refrain from rejoicing,
and even leaping for joy! -])1'. Pal/son.
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THE ernES OF REFUGE; OR, 'fUE NAME OF JESUS.
A SCRIPTURAL STUDY.

I

Thee, "Holy" (a) Saviour!
For sin defileth me; (b)
And only in Thy Holiness (c)
Oould Imy Father see. (d)
Thou art" the Holy One of God; "
Yet my Sin-bearer Thou!
Stern justice lays aside the rodFree pardon meets me now!
NEEU

I need Thee, "Powelful" Sa.viour, (e)
To bear the mountain load
Of condemnation, and of guilt,
Between my soul and God. (f)
I joy to hail Thee as the King
To whom Jehovah gave
The keys of death and hell, that Tholl
Should'st mighty be to save. (g)
I need Thee, for I need a" Fdencl" (h)
Unchanging, true, and tried:
And such I find in Thee alone,
Who for lost sinners died. (i)

An alien from God and heaven,
In Thee I'm reconciled; (j)
And now enjoy sweet" fellowship"
As Thine own Father's child. (k)
I need Thee, " Refuge" of my soul! (l)
For in this weary land
Are drought, and heat, and tempests
wild:
Who build here build on sand. (m)
The only sure foundation Thou, (n)
The only" Fortress" made
Invincible to hostile powers;
The only Sun ancl Shade. (0)
I Deed Thee, my " ErJJaltecl" Heacl! (1)
For I am very low;
And but for Thee I must have sunk
In depths of sin and woe.
But Thou didst conquer death, and rise
To God's l'ight hand in heaven; (q)
And pleadest there availingly
That I may be forgiven. (r)

(a) "Eedesh" is a Hebrew wOl'd signifying" Holy." Christ is "Holy,"-" the Holy
One" (Rev. iii. 7, &c.; Ps. xvi. 10; Mark i. 24, &c.)
(b) Rom. hi. 23; 1 John i. 8; Eccles. vii. 20, &c.
(0) 1 Cor. i. 30.•, Christ Jesus of God is made unto 1tS-SAXCTIFIdATION."·
(d) Heb. xii. 14.
(c) "Sl!eellOm" means "Shoulder," 01' that which bears or eal'ries-a word implying
Rtl'eJI.,'Itll. Christ is "the Power," or· " Strength" of GOD. HE hath bOl'ne our sins
and our sorrows (I,a. liii. 4-7, &c., &c.). He bears 1'1&le, as our KinO': the keys of
government have beelllaid upon His shoulder (Isa. ix. 6; xxii. 22). Heobears the glory
(as the only Worthy One) of the heavenly templ~ (Zech. vi. 12, 13). He bears the
Church-His Bride-as the" signet" on His heart (Cant. viii. 6; Isa. xlix. 16).
U) Isa. lix. 2.
(g) Rev. i. 18; Ps. lxviii. 20 ; Isa. lxiii. 1.
(11) "IIebl'On" means" Friendship," or "Fellowship;" it is from the root, to be joined
or bound together, as a husband and wife, a companion, an associate, &c.
(i) John x. 15, 17.18; xv. 13; Rom. v. 7.8; viii. 34.
(j) Rom. v. 10; Col. i. 21, 22.
(k) John xx. 17; Rom. viii. 15; Gal. iv. 5, 6; 1 John iii. 1, 2; and 1 John iii. 3, last
clause.
(l) Isn. XXI'. 4; Dellt. xxxiii. 27. "Bezel'," "Stronghold," or "Rock," or "Fortress"
(Nahum i. 7; Isa. xxv. 4, and xxvi. 4-margin).
(111) James iv. 13,14; 1 Pet. iv. 7; 1 John i. 17, &c.
(n) Is!!:. xxviii. 16; 1 Pet. ii. 6, 7.
(0) rs. lxxxiv. 11; Isa. xxxii. 2. CrIRIST, and CHRIST alone, is a refuO'e frem the consequences of sin; from its power; from all our enemies, visible and inVisible known and
unknown; and from the troubles and sorrows of this present life.
'
(p) "Ramotll," i.e., "Exaltation." (This word i; applied to Christ several times in
Scripture.) Acts ii. 33; v. 31; Phi!. ii. 9.
(q) Mark xvi. 19; Heb i. 3; Acts. vii. 55; Rom. viii. 34, &c., &c.
(1') Isa. liii. 12; Heb. vii. 25; 1 John ii. 1.
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I need Thee, my unfailing" Joy,l" (s)
Earth is a weeping vale;
[bliss
With Thee are countless heights of
Which grief can ne'er assail. (t)
Time's brightest mornings have their
clouds, (u)
Or, as a dream, depart;
But evermore may they rejoice
Whose chiefest joy Thou art. (v)
Jesus, my LORD! Thy name I love!
Its fragrance, spread abroad,
Hath been a strong magnetic power
To draw our hearts to God. (w)
Each barrier which l'ose between
Sad exiles and their home
Was broken down when Thou for us
Didst to this dark world come.
Sin, Thou hast blotted out, and Thou
Our" Kedesh" City art;
Our" Shechem," too, Thou bearest us,
And reignest in our heart.
No longer outcasts from our home,
We now in " Heb1'on " dwell;
In "fellowship " with God and Thee,(x)
In joy unspeakable! (y)
Safe within" Bezm"s" lofty towers,
We can look down and smile
Upon the dangers and the griefs
Which seemed so dread el'ewhile. (z)
In sight the gates of " Ra1noth" stand,
Erst open'd to our King;
And soon within their shining walls
His ransom'd hosts He'll bring! (a)

On " Golan's" Cb) threshold we have
But oh! to entm' in,
[stood; (c)
Earth's burial clothes must be cast off:
Death, misery, and sin. (d)
Eternal, cloudless" Joy" is there,
"Pleasures for evermore;" (e)
For they who reach that blest abode
Go out from thence no more! (I)
Six Refuge Cities-all in ONE!
For CHRIST is "ctll in CtU !"
And they who are in Him are where
No evil can befall.
But out of Hint no refuge isNo other name 'neath heaven
To be the sinner' hiding-~lace
Hath God to mortals gIven. (g)
J.E.J.
" A gift is as a precious stone in the
eyes of him that hath it; whitherso·
evel' it turneth, it prospereth. " (Prov.
xvii. 8).
"Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gifc" (2 Cor. ix. 15).
Look at this Gift in whatever aspect
we may, "it prospereth; " it presents
some new beauty; its worth becomes
more apparent. Unto those that
"believe He is precious" - most
p1'eciotts-the "unspeakable gift; " for
language has no words that can
adequately express His value-the
"Chief among ten thousand "-" the
altogethel' lovely ,I "

(s) "Golan," i.e., "Joy." John xv. 11 ; Ps. xliii. 4 j John xvii. 13.
(t) John xiv. 2, 3.
(/I) In 1000. It has been beautifully said by nn old divine, "The LOlm JESl.:S CHRIST
is the only' morLing without clouds'" (2 Sam. xxiii. '1).
(v) Isa. xxxv. 10; lxi. 7 ; last clause lxvi. 5; 1 Pet. i. S.
(10) Cant. i. 3.

(x) 1 John i. 3.

(y) 1 Pet. i. S; Heb. xii. 22, 23, 24.
(z) Frov. xviii. 10. (See also marg. roading.) Ps. xviii. 2 j xlvi. I, 2.
(a)

Rom. v. 17 j viii. 17;
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Tim. ii. 12; l{ev. xxii. 5 ; John xii. 26 j xiI'. 3 j xvii. 24.

(h) Or, "On' Golan's' sh01'e we've pitchud our tents," &c.
(0) Rom. v. 2-11 ; xv. 13; 1 Pet. i. 8.

(d) The redeemed in heaven have "oome O/lt ~f" tl'ibulation-the groat t,'ibulation
caused by sin, and consequent suffering and death-and have left it far behind them JOI'
eve,." (Rev. vii. 14).
(e) Ps. xvi. 11; xxxvi. 8; Isa. xxxv. 10 j li. 11; Ps. xxx. 5. "80''/'010,'''' TVeeping" (like a wayfaring man-a sojourner), "lodgetl, f?r ~ night" (the night of time,
which is even now "far spent"), "but Joy (Heb. 'smgmg') cometh" (and cometh 10
abide) "in the lllorning-,"-the morning of the resurrection-the nightless day whioh iij
"al lwml."
(r) Rev. iii. 12. (g) Acts iv. 12.

o

SERVE the LORD in fear, and death shall not be terrible to you; nay,
blessed shall death be to those who have felt the power of death of the
only-begotten Son of God. Come, Lord Jesus! Sweet Jesus, into Thy
hand I commend my spirit.-Jolm Kno.'C.

Tlte Gospel Magaztne.
"THE GIFT OF GOD."
(ACTS viii. 20.)

I

JEstrs was given for God's elect; the TIoly Spirit is given to them. Jesus
was given to do a work for them which they could not do for themselves.
The Holy Ghost is given to do a work in them which they cannot do in
themselvos. Both Ohrist's doing/or them and the blessed iSpirit's doing
in them are needful to the salvation of their precious souls. Is this
generally felt? Jesus, in what He came to do for sinners, showed great
lov , mercy, grace, pity, power, and condescension. So does the Holy
Ghost in what He does in them. In what Jesus did for sinners He met
with opposition, but He overcame all. So in what the Holy Spirit does
in redeemed sinners He meets with opposition, but He triumphs over it
all.
The great work which the Lord Jesus Ohrist performed for His people
was done freely and perfectly, not depending upon any conditions to be
done by them. So the Holy Spirit's work in them is wrought freely,
graciously, and effectually, without any worth or worthiness in them, or
good work done by them. This is a hard lesson to learn. It is learned
best when a sinner feels "a broken and a contrite heart."
In what way are they benefited who receive the Holy Ghost? They
are quickened by Him. "It is the Spirit that quickeneth." 'rhey have
"a Hew heart;" "the new man;" "the hidden man of the heart; "
have a kingdom within them; a discerning faculty given them by which
spiritual things are known; have an a ppetite created in them for Gospel
food-a craving for it; have prayer brought into their hearts; have a
willillg mind; have a saving' faith in Ohrist; a love to Him, His people,
and His ways; have a witness within them, an unction which teacheth
them all things; have a seal, an earnest, a well of living water within
them, a fire in their hearts, and hope raised up in their souls that all the
painful events that occur Oil their heavenward journey shall work for
their good and the glory of God's great name.
Temporal gifts may be, and often are, taken away from the believer;
thi.s "gift of God" never. "He shall abide with you for ever," said
He that died but never lied. The Holy Spirit is the Author of all right
feelings in the soul. When there are any wrong feelings in the soul the
Holy Spirit is not the Author of them. From whence do they come?
Let j)t[r. Honest Conscience answer if he is in the neighbourhood, for he is
a rare character, and is not to be found everywhere. To have the right
feelings, a sinner must be the sul)ject of God the Holy Spirit's gracious
dealings. If there be no gracious dealings on His part, there are no true
spiritual and Gospel feelings in the sinner's heart. He is the Producer
of all the movings which the new-born soul feels. "Holy men of God
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost." The Holy Spirit moved
their hearts before they moved their tongues.
If we never moved our tongues to speak until the Holy Spirit moved
our hearts to feel and understand, we should not be so talkative as we
now often are; our religion would then be more hearty than tonguey.
How many gifts a person may have and not possess this" gift of God!"
This preuious gift is an unloseable one, and keeps him who has it prayerful,
watchful, obedient, humble, fruitful, and submissive to the Lord's will.
Through this gift the believer gets many a lift. No sermon can be
effectual without the Holy Spirit's power and blessing attending it i no

;

t'he Gospel lvfagazlne.
prayer can reach to heaven unless He indite it; no eye see unless He
open it; no ear hear unless He unstop it; no heart rightly feel unless
He melt it; no heart is graciously broken until He breaks it with the
hammer of His Word.
The Lord's people are exhorted to endeavour" to keep the unity of the
Spirit~in the bond of peace." Spiritual life and power are needful to
produce obedience to Gospel precepts. Rich men are generally anxious
to keep their riches, honourable men their honour, healthy men their
health, wise men their wisdom, and strong men their strength. Most men
will " stand up," as the term is, "for their rights;" others sit down, or
bow down, under their wrongs. In churches where the unity of the Spirit
is not kept there will be jarring, wrangling, tattling, and it may be
battling too. The Lord permits strange things to occur to bring about
unity among His people. Let a dog, a savage dog, run into a field where
sheep are scattered, and how they will close in toge~her! "Beware of
dogs! " The Lord has overruled the dogs barking at His sheep to the
bringing of them nearer together in brotherly love. Unity in churches
is like a band around a faggot, which can be moved about m uch easier
with it than without it, espeeially if the sticks in the faggot be very
crooked. Crooked sticks are found sometimes among the Lord's people;
they are manageable, however, where" the unity of the Spirit is kept in
the bond of peace."
Tetbury.
F. F.

Alone with God; M', Life Lessons LeMned in Solitude. By A. S. ORUSllY,
Author of "The 'I Ams' of Christ," &c. London: Yapp and
Hawkins.
SHOWING the happy privilege of believers in being permitted even hne
to have fellowship with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.
THESE "Olive Plants" and" Sheaves" consist of several small volumes,
nicely illustrated and bound, containing stori€s of Sunday-school
scholars and the happy results of Sunday-school instruction. '.rhey are
very suitable for presentation-the former to children, the latter to elder
scholars or teachers.
Olive Plants from Ohn'stian Homes; aml Sheaves from the Ha9'vest-Fielil of
Sunday Schools. London: Sunday School Union. Prices "ld. and 6d.
Coming to Jesus; Comfort for the Comfortless; JJying in the L01'il; Tlw
Unbelieving encouraged. London: Robert Banks, Racquet Court, Fleet
Street.

THE above are the titles of sermons by Mr. ARTIIUR WILCOCJCSON, of
Hull; and very precious sermons they are They ,,-eigh full weight.
Each may be endol'sed with, "Glory to God in the highest; and on
earth peace, goodwill toward men."
.
Lifc and Walk. Seven Addresses by J. DENHAM SMITIL
Yapp and Haw kin s.-Excellent.

London:

