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'Vho comforteth us in all ollr tribulatiouJ that we may be able to comfort them which are in a.ny
trouble. by the comfor~ wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

OUR SIXTY-FIFTH MILESTONE.
"This God is the God we adore,

Our faithful, unchangeable Friend,
Whose love is as great as His power,

And neither knows measure nor end.
'Tis Jesus, the First and the Last,

Whose Spirit must guide us safe home,
We'll praise Him £01' all that is past,

And trust Him £01' all that's to come.".... ,
"My voice shalt Thatt hear in the morning, 0 Lm'd; in the morning

1dll I direct my prayer unto Thee, andu'illlook up."-PSA. v. 3.

JUST as the day dawned, we remembered that we were within a few
paces, on our pilgrim journey, of our sixty-fifth milestone. A multi
tude of thoughts came crowding in; among them, occupying no
secondary or obscure place, was the deepfelt sense of utter un
profitableness. At such times, how seasonable is the language of
the dear old patriarch, in his reply to Pharaoh, "Few and evil have
the days of the life of Thy servant been;" and yet how all his trials,
vexations, and disappointments were overruled of God to bring about,
ultimately, that blessed dying testimony, "I have waited for Thy
salvation, 0 Lord." Foiled and frustrated as he had been in his
plans, and schemes, and purposes, even ere he was brought to the final
winding-up, J acob was heard to exclaim, "It is enough!" clearly
implying that the all and the everything, in its numberless and
mysterious details, had been "well"-aye, as "well" as he could
have wished, and as "well" as a wise, a gracious, a longsuffering,
and compassionate Lord God Almighty could have rendered them.

And notwithstanding the present trials, and the crushing weight,
and the complicated cares with which thou art personally familiar,
dear reader, canst thou not say the same-as far, at least, as the past
is concerned? W ouldst thou, in taking a calm, considerate, com
prehensive review of the whole, have a single event or circumstance
changed? Supposing the Lord, by way of test, placed matters, as
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it were, in thine own hand; and, whilst bringing the whole of thy
past career before thee in all its E.umberless and minute details,
wouldst thou, we ask, strike out this, that, or the other trial,
affliction, or sorrow? In a word, wouldst thou have a single or
solibtry thing changed? We trow not. Agonizing, overwhelming,
seemingly utterly destructive, as this and that trial or calamity was
felt to be at the time, how different thy conclusions now, in a calm
review of the whole. How sweetly does that Scripture apply: "Now,
no chastenillg for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: never
theless, afterwaru it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto
them which are exercised thereby." God, of His great mercy, dear
r:eader, under present trials, and afflictions, and sorrows, give us
faith and patience to wait for the blessed" afterward." May the
" NOW," of the Lord's tenderness and compassion. give place to the
"AFTERWARD;" for, mark you, in proportion as we are made par
takers of the faith and the patience will seem the shortness of the
interval, or the brevity of the waiting time, between the one and the
other. It is our fretfulness, self-will, and want of a due sense of our
utter ill-and-hell deservings that causeth the time to appear long and
the discipline severe. Were our minds more becomingly imbued with
the utterance of the Psalmist, " I know, 0 Lord, that Thy judgments
are right, and that in faithfulness Thou hast afflicted me," we should
be much more willing to "kiss the rod, and Him that appointed it,"
than, alas! we are. Did we feel more deeply the force of the
prophet's words, " Wherefore doth a living man complain, a man for
the punishment of his sins?" be assured we should sooner know
personally and experimentally what a calm, placid, and entire
surrender to the Lord's will and way is. And, until our hearts are
thus" bl'might down 1cith labour," depend upon it, dear reader, we shall
be strangers to peace and satisfaction. Oh, how sweet-how blessed
is that childlike surrender, when the Lord is graciously pleased to
vouchsafe it: "It is the Lord; let Him do as seemeth Him good."
How well may we adopt the language of the blessed Newton-

" Quiet, Lord, my froward heart,
Make me teachable and mild,
Upright, simple, free from art.,
Make me as a weaned child;
From distrust and envy free,
Pleased with all that pleases Thee."

Do turn to the hymn, dear r(¥1der, for the whole of' it is most salutary
and full of teaching.

With regard to a thankful heart, in respect to the Lord's good
ness, forbearance, and mercy, notwithstanding our former manifold
fears and our ten thousand times ten thousand ill-and-hell-deservings,
we often think of one Scripture that appears contradictory; it is
1 Tim. vi. 6: "But godliness with contentment is great gain." Now,
this seems paradoxical. For when we take into consideration a
former almost-despairing sinner, on account of iniquity and trans-
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gressio~, being. n ,'( rais d .to .a hope in God's mercy, and, in spite
of all hIs ab mm.uti n , b llOvlllg that he has been "accepted in the
Beloved," and, tht ugh His precious blo d-shedding, ., redeemed
from all iniquity," it w uld seem that, f necessity, he must be
"content d." W l' P at, that" godliness" wit/wut "contentment"
seems an n.b ludity. But, alas! alas! plain mutter of fact proves
the contrary; for too many there are who are raised to a hope in Jesus
who brin di redit upon their Christian nam and profession, 1>y
betrayin in daily life the very opposite of a spirit of tltrtnVulness':
gratitude- ontentment! Oh, reader, often we think how well may
we stand r buked and condemned by the tone, and energy, and
heart£ It dness with which we used to adopt Dr. Watts' words about·
"reading our title clear to mansions in the skies"-

" Should ea1·th against my soul engage,
And hellish darts be hurled;

THEN I can smile at Satan's 1'age,
And face a Fowning w01·ld.

" Let cares like a wild deluge come,
And sto1'ms of sor?'ow fall;

May 1 but safely reach my home,
My God, my heav'n, my all."

Moreover, have we not cause-abundant cause-for taking shame
, . ~ to ourselves, when we contemplate the thankfulness, and the gratitude,

and the contentment of some who have not personally one-tithe of
our mercies and advantages? For example, we were thinking to-day
of one since gathered home to her eternal rest who, whilst on earth,
was exceedingly delicate. She suffered from heart complaint, which
at length, as in a moment, closed her weary pilgrimage. On one
occasion when we called, we found her seated in her" one room."
Through poverty, from her husband's long being out of employ, she
had been obliged to part with her furniture, and give up her neat
little dwelling. Her child was suffering from a severe attack of
bronchitis. In lieu of a vapour bath, she placed from time to time a
red-hot brick in a pail of water under the child's bed, so that the
steam might rise within the curtains; and, as the child could not be
pacified without, there sat the mother, in her poor enfeebled condition,
by the side of that bed, day and night, holding her poor little one's
hand.

This is only one of the numberless scenes which, in the course of
parochial visitation, we have witnessed; and all calculated, as well
they may, to remind us of the ceaseless debt of gratitude due to the
Lord, in that He hath dealt otherwise with us. Well may we add,
" Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy name give glory,
for Thy mercy and for Thy truth's sake."
~ut thero is another aspect of the case which we dare not overlook.
Apart from our dose/·ts, imagine for a moment that we had realized

one-tithe of the manifold fears and apprehensions of which we have
been the subjects in the past, where and how should we now be?
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Oh, how well may we take shame to ourselves, as we contemplate
matters in this point of view. Could we, thirty, forty, fifty
years ago, have foreseen our present exact position, as having been
brought safely on, and on, and on, to this hour-no storm having'
hurled us out of our place; no plotting against us having
succeeded; no enemy having triumphed; and as being still
" holpen with a little help;" ah, with such a revelation
having aforetime been made to us of, we repeat, our (!xact prrsent
position, what should we say if at the same time there had been
intimated that, notwithstanding all, we should still be the· very
creatures we now are, .forge~ful-tll((l17.:lrss-wlbelieving-ovm'lookinfJ

pl'esent mel'cies, 1ntmberless as they arc, because of little d(fficulties,
trifling cares, passing clouds? Reader, we hesitate not to say that,
could our present position have thus been foreshown us, we should
have stood in doubt of even the possibility of our hearts being so
hard and our conduct so base as to question for a single moment the
Lord's PERFECTING His work in regard to us. We should haye
said, as well we might, it would be the very basest and blackest of
unbelief, should the Lord be pleased to stand by us, and to
strengthen us, and to uphold us, and to lead us on, and on, and on
to, as it were, within ,1 few paces of our heavenly home-our blessed
and everlasting rest-and then-THEN-to doubt, and to call in
question, and to sit in judgment upon His wisdom, and love, and
faithfulness!

Reader, what say you, do YOlt fall guilty before the Lord? If
you do not, we well know one that does; aye, that sinks into the
very dust of self-loathing. and abhorrence for such base ingratitude
and vile distrust and hateful iniquity. Oh, thanks-eternal thanks
-to His ever-blessed and adorable name, for such a record as this to
fall back upon: "0 Lord, tne great and dreadful God, keeping
the covenant and mercy to them that love Him, and to them that
keep His commandments, we have sinned, and have committed ini
quity, and have done wickedly, and have rebelled, even by depart
ing from Thy precept's, and from thy judgments. . . . 0 Lord,
righteousness belongeth unto Thee, but unto us confusion of faces."

There is, mOTeover, another view of the matter, dear reader, which
it behoves us to consider. With the little we know of ourselves-and
it is indeed but very little, when the real state of the case is taken
into consideration-do you think that you could really do with less
trial or exercise than you at present have? Is your flesh so subdued,
or your heart so softened, or your spirit so mellowed, or your
thoughts so spiritualized, or your tone of mind so heavenly, or your
affections so completely set upon things above, and not on things on
the earth, and your whole soul so entirely deadened to the pursuits
and pleasures of this poor world, that you need nothing to arouse
you--nought to remind you that "this is not your rest; it is
polluted"? What! no half-heartedness? no sluggishness? no lil1g'er
iug nor loitering ? No creature..ties? no fleshly idols? not'~the

.,
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semblance of th "looking back" of which Lot's wife wa.s guilty?
Ah, reader, 1 t n ience speak!

Old as y u n.r , it may be; near-yea, very, very near-to th
Jordan, as po ibly you are; but a step, probably, betwixt yon and
death; what ab ut the folly-yea, the positive absurdity-of seAking
to make y ur n st here? Both physically and mentally reminded
as you ar of your all-but-exhausted and worn-out condition, and
yet, .notwith tanding, the holding back-the clutching of creature
toys'-:'-th lingering embrace of fleshly ties; upon the very verge of
the Jordan, but, alas! alas!

"Standing, shivering on the brink,
Fearing to launch away."

Is it not the case, we ask some of you aged ones? Must you not
plead guilty ? Would you not have it otherwise? Do you not sigh
for some of those blessed-almost rapturous-emotions of which you
were the subjects, in years gone by, when it may be you were in the
depths of adversity, almost crushed beneath the ponderous weight of
{Jare, anxiety, perplexity, yet at the same time the soul, not sickly, but
in robust hea.lth; looking, longing; sitting down in heavenly places in
Christ Jesus; revelling in love; feasting upon the fatted calf and the
heavenly manna; bread indeed to eat which the world knew not of.
In dismal depths, yet in glorious heights at one and the same time!
Strange paradox, yet a Gospel verity!

This brings another thought, and may well reconcile the Lord's
tried ones to the furnace and the flood.

Beloved, almost overwhelmed as you may now feel, and sigh as
you do for deliverance, be assured of one fact-and depend on it
a fact you would prove it to be: vVere the Lord to hear your groans,
;and cries, and entreaties, and to give you that complete and entire
-deliverance you now so ardently crave at His hand, you would,
,sooner or later, have so to grapple with carnal ease, fleshly sluggish
ness, worldly conformity, deadness of soul, spiritual apathy, that you
would, but for cowardice and distrust, wish, as it were, to return to
.all the travail and the turmoil-the storm and the tempest~so that
you might realize afresh the blessed companionship, the sweet
whispers, the tender soothings, the love glances of a precious, precious
Christ! It is this experience that gives a practical insight into the
Apostle's language, when, instead of taking away the thorn in the
flesh, the Lord assured him that His grace should be sufficient for
him, and that His strength should be perfected in weakness, he
exclaimed, "Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my in
firmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I
take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecu
tions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I
13trong."

Yes, reader, in contrast to present ease and wretched apathy in
spiritual things, you would say, "Oh, for some of those sacred
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seasons-that heavenly communion-that holy fellowship, which in
those depths of adversity I was permitted to enjoy! Oh, for a ~e

newal of that spiritual intercourse with this and the other t~'led

brother or sister in the Lord that I then realized! Oh, for a reVlval
of those blessed prospects of home and rest and eternal and unin
t~rrupted blessednei,ls with which I was then indulged! "

" What peaceful hours I then enjoyed;
How sweet their mem'ry still!

But they have left an aching void
The world can never fill."

And what a mercy, dear reader, that such is the case! How
invaluable the lesson-learnt by whatever trial or at however great
the privation or intense the suffering-that brings us to endorse all
earthly good-all fleshly attainments-all human things with" This
also is vanity," and in blessed contrast and with holy sincerity to
exclaim, "Whom have I in heaven but Thee? I1nd there is none upon
earth I desire in comparison with Thee. My flesh and my heart
faileth, but God is the strength of my heart, I1nd my portion
for ever."

Reader, can you say this? Is this the issue-this the blessed
result-of all your trials, all your teachings, all that Fatherly dis
cipline to which you have been called? Oh, then, in all the fulness
of our heart, we greet you with an " all hail! "

But do not overlook this, with respect to the precious portion we
have just quoted-and" what God hath joined together, let no man
put asunder"-to whom the Lord J ehovah is the STRENGTH (or rock,
margin) of the heart here, He will be the eternal PORTION lIereaftet'!
Yea, as verily as God is true, there shall be no defeat or disappoint
ment in this respect.

There is one thing, however, beloved, that we should seek always
to keep in view: it is that, whatever our age or attainments, the
Lord will, in His own special and wonder-working way, keep us
dependent upon Himself! Unto the very latest hour of our earthly
existence there will be an ever-recurring necessity for our adopting the
Psalmist's language, "My voice shalt Thou hear in the morning;
unto Thee will I direct my prayer and will look up."

In the natural pride and creature self-sufficiency of our poor fallen
nature, we are always attempting, in some way or other, to do with
out God; or, to say the least, to resort to Him as little I1S possible.
It is useless to attempt to deny it. Such is the fact; and the more
closely we are enabled to scrutinize and examine ourselves, the more
plainly we shall see it. If pride and self do not operate in one way,
they will in another. Now, whilst with the younger branches of the
household of faith pride will take one course-perhaps that of free
will or creature doings-with the older pilgrim it will be that of know
ledge and experience. Such will vainly imagine that, after all that
they have personally suffered and experimentally been taught, they

"I
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may well have attained to a clearer insight and a more matured know
ledge. They will, however, have to prove that this will by nQ means
avail them. It cannot occupy the Lord's place. It will not stand
by them in Ohrist's stead. No knowlAdge, no attainments, no expe
rience will the Lord suffer to be a substitute for Himself. To the
latest moments of their lives, the Lord will wring out of His people's
hearts the soul-humbling acknowledgment, "I am poor and needy."
It shall not merely be, "I was," but" I A¥ "-" I am poor and
needy." And verily they shall have as ample cause and as deep
necessity for hanging upon the Lord at last as at first. Yea, they
shall find, up to the very last breath they draw, during their earthly
pilgrimage, that they are called to live and to walk BY FAITH, and
not by sight. Were it by knowledge, or attainments, or past expe
rience they lived, it would be by sight; but, in a certain sense, the
whole of this is eclipsed, in order to ratify and confirm the truth,
" We walk by FAITH, not by sight."

Dear reader, do you understand the mystery? See it verified in
prophets, apostles, martyrs. Quote a solitary ease in which anyone
of them did not to the last hang upon the Lord as the vessel upon the
nail. Where was there one who, at any time, or in any solitary
instance, could afford to speak of himself, or to act as independent of

. , his Lord? Let the great Apostle of the Gentiles be the mouthpiece
for the whole, as he expressed himself within the last few years of his
pilgrimage: " We are troubled on every flide, yet not distressed; we
are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; cast
down, but not destroyed; always bearing about in the body the dying
of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest
in our body. For we which live are alway delivered unto death for
Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our
mortal flesh" (2 Oar. iv. 8-11). Again, in the three last verses of
the same chapter, he says: "For which cause we faint not; but
though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day
by day. For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; while we
look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not
seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things
which are not seen are eternal."

What can be more expressive of absolute creature nothingness, and
as absolute childlike dependence, than this?

Hence, beloved, how timely and how appropriate to our everyday
and all-the-day condition and circumstances: "My voice shalt Thou
hear in the morning; unto Thee will I direct my prayer, and will
look up."

Well, beloved, and, after all, what is so blessed as this dependent
position? We are thoroughly persuaded that the Lord's dear poor
and needy ones so much lose sight of this, that their very position is
intended of the Lord to be a means of maintaining the intimacy
between Himself and His dear children. Now, imagine for a moment
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a very wealthy and benevolent person interesting himself in some
poor fellow-creature, and saying to such, "Now, whenever you are
in want, come to me! N ever scruple for a moment! Believe me
when I say, the oftener you come, the better I shall be pleased.
Keep nothing back; never attempt to carry your own burdens or bear
your own trials; but take my word for it, it will ever be a pleasure
to me to share with and bear for you. If in any trying circum
stances in which you may be placed, you don't come to me, I shall
consider you call in question my word, and doubt the reality of my
friendship."

Reader, what should we say of the folly-yea, the absurdity-of
anyone under such overtUTes as these seeking to do without so dear
and devoted a friend? Should we not pronounce such hesitation, or
indifference, or neglect, as worse than folly? Should we not say
it was ungrateful? that it was doubting and dishonouring that
friend?

And is not this, we ask, precisely the part we are, more or less,
day by day, playing with our best Friend? Can the Lord have
spoken in plainer, more decided, more comprehensive, or more
gracious and condescimding terms than He has done? Has He not
said, "0 Israel, thou shalt not be forgotten of me "? "Thy shoes
shall be iron and brass, and as thy days so shall thy strength be"?
., Thy bread shall be given thee, and thy waters shall be sure"?
"My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest"? "No
weapon formed against thee shall prosper, and every tongue rising in
judgment against thee thou shalt condemn"? " Call upon me in .
the day of trouble, and I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify
me "? "Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and He shall sustain thee"?
"In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy paths"?
"Be careful for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplioa
tion, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known unto God,
and the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep
your heart and mind through Christ Jesus" ?

Why, we speak it with reverence when we say that, almighty and
omnipotent as J ehovah is, He could not have made larger, fuller,
more blessed or comprehensive promises and pledges than has
done. They are, as it were, scattered broadcast up and down is
own precious Word, for the use, encouragement, the pr nt and
eternal well-being of His redeemed ones. But it is our blindness, .
our carnality, our wretched distrust and unbelief, that hide these
glorious promises from our view, and that are the ill ans of our
failing to estimate as it behoves us to do our real estate and our high
and holy privileges. .

In connection with the dependent position in which the Lord keeps
His dear people, there is another thought which they are prone to
overlook: it is the fact of the hand-basket portion being such a help
to keep ttp the intimacy and promote the cOIJt11t1tnion. Dear reader,
would the prophet have had nearly such marked proof of the Lord's

.'
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ceaseless and uninterrupted remembrance of him, had he received a
week's or a month's supply at a time, instead of "the ravens bringing
him bread and flesh in tlte moming and bread and flesh in the
evening".2 Thus the prophet had precious evidence that the Lord
thought of him-and that most practically and lovingly, too-meal
time after meal-time. Again, with regard to children, when married
or portioned off, is there nearly
the same home intimacy that pre
viously existed? The parents
were seen and resorted to con
tinuously then, where they are
seen and appealed to but occa
sionally now.. Hence those who
have least store in hand of ne
cessity have the more frequently
to go to the Fountain-head for
renewed supply; and how sweet, .:-z::--~=~
refreshing, and reassuring are ~--~ -.,."..--/.-
their visits there! How confirmatory of this view of things is that
Scripture, "Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God cho~en
the poor of thi8 world riclt in faitlt, and heirs of the kingdom whICh
He hath promised to those that love Him?" '" (James ii. 5.)

Well, dear reader, as we halt for a moment and gaze upon the
"EBENI';ZER" which may well indeed be inscribed upon our sixty
fifth milestone, we would sum up our remarks in the language of the
poet:-

H Believer, here thy comfort stands,
From first to last salvation's free,

And everlasting love demands
An everlasting song from thee.'

"' Brethren, pmy for us."

Yours to serve in the Gospel of Christ,

St. Lttke'~, BcdmtrlstcJ', March 8, 1876. THE EDITOR.

" WITH truth I can declare that in the midst of all my past afflictions
my heart was supported and comforted by a firm reliance upon my
Saviour; and now, in the prospect of entering upnn an eternal world,
this is the only foundation of my confidence and hope."-The Earl of
Kinnoul.

.. We thought it remarkable tbat, just at the moment we were writing, or, rather,
had w:itten the above, we heard her dear mother ask Oil:' YOllngest child the question,
"Can't you ask your dem' fatkm' fo" anytking?" "Ah," thought we, H that's 0161'

pri.vilege; but, alas! alas! we are so slow and EO sluggish in the use of it."
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THE FAITH OF GOD'S ELECT.
"Nouriihed up £n thp, teo/ds of faith and good doctrine."-l TIM. iv. 6.

THE Prayer Book version of the fourteenth verse of the 145th Psalm
runs thus: "He lifteth up all that are down." Dear reader, do you
know, with the writer, what it is to be DOWN? Ah, down very low?
Well, this morning the Lord has granted us a little lifting up of soul
unto Himself, and we would, as it were, gather up the sunbeams and ,',
re-Ilhine them to your comfort, if so be that the Lord the Spirit would
animate them with His own power, and make them as rays of light in
your soul. It all depends upon this; for we can never enjoy the pre
ciousness of divine truths but as they are applied to our hearts by the
power of the Holy Ghost; and, if Wfl are to be "nour~shed up in the
words of faith and good doctrine," He must do it-man cannot. There-
fore would we ever pray for the Spirit's presence and power.

With such feelings, we have headed our paper, "The Faith of God's
Elect;" and no subject can be more important, and that for two reasons:
first, because faith and its actings is a matter so misunderstood; and,
secondly, because a genuine faith is really the issue of the life of God in
the soul.

If we were to take a general view of faith, we might refer to that
historical faith which assents to facts. As a matter of history, and as
far as this goes, "the devils also believe and tremble." Or we might
refer to that temporary faith which springs from mere feeling, and dies
away, like the seed received into stony places. "The same is he that
heareth the Word, and anon with joy receiveth it: yet hath he not root
in himself, but dureth for a while; for when tribulation or persecution
ariseth because of the Word, by and by he is offended." There can be
no doubt that the wicked and unregenerate often possess a kind of faith.
"Yes, I believe in Christ," is an expression frequently used, and yet
such are not taught of the Spirit. One instance must suffice, and it
will be found to be a type of thousands, namely, that of Simon the
sorcerer, a great seducer of the people. " Then Simon himself believed
also: and when he was baptized, he continued with Philip, and
wondered, beholding the miracles and ~igns which were done.
And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles' hands the
Holy Ghost was given, he offered them money, saying, Give me also this
power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost.
But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast
thought that the gift of God may be purehased with money. Thou hast
neither part nor lot t'n the matter: for thy heart is not right in the sight of
God." And if you, reader, are offering anything human for a spiritual
gift (as free-wilIers are), we do not hesitate to affirm that you have not'
the right sort of faith. But if you are feeling the very contrary, and that
if it depended upon anything you can do it must be utter failure, it is
a different tl.ling altogether, and we shall have something to say to you
pl1esently.

We arrive, then, at this fact, that there is a kind of faith where there
is no spiritual life ; while, on the other hand, there is a genuine faith,
which is the result of life-the one being the faith of the head, the other
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the faith of the heM't; the one standing in the wisdom of man, and the
other in the power of God. And, lest any trembling child of God should
be led to say, "Oh! thon, I fear I may be mistaken in the faith I
possess-it is not genuine-it may, after all, be only of the head "-let us
notice some of the {lharacteristics of this saving faith, which we believe
will bear any amount of Scriptural testing, and come out of the ordeal
all the brighter.

And we obser.Ye-
1. That Me likc precious faith of God's eled will bc evidenced by

the substance lookcd for. "Now faith is the substance of things.
(. hoped for;" and the substance, we are afterwards told, is Jesus.

"Looking unto Jesus!" Is He, dear reader, the substance of your joy?
Is He "the Ohiefest among ten thousand, and the altogether lovely" to
you? Do all your thoughts and heart affections turn to Him so that
you feel that it is impossible for you to have any solid enjoyment unless
He is the substance of it? Is He your hope and confidence, and are
you saying,

" Other refuge have I none;
Hangs my helpless soul on Him"?

Oh, these are very blessed proofs that you are in the possession of the
like precious faith of God's elect. And, if you would have further joy,
and comfort. and solid peace, let me remind you that this expression,

I \, "Looking unto Jesus," embodies the thought of looking off from every
other object to Hi'm alone.

And then we shall find that-
n. Saving faith will be accompanied by repentance and)elf-loathing, and

some measure, at all events, of a sense of forg~'vene8s of sins. As Peter
decll;!red in his memorable sermon to Oornolius and his company: "To
Him gave all the prophets witness that through His name whosoever
believeth in Him shall receive remission of sins." And how sweet is a
heartfelt sense of the Lord's forgiving grace! Oh! it is this which
brings the matter personally home. Theological disputations and
religious controversies, how unimportant they all seem compared to this
felt forgiveness. And would we, dear reader, giv8 up what W(~ have ex
perienced upon this point for all the world calls good and great? No,
we would not; and we can look back to certain spots by the way where
we have fallon upon our knees and pleaded not in vain to feel and realize
that our sins were forgiven. Such pleadings were answered. We
realized peace in the revelation of the Lord Jesus as our Saviour, and
felt they were "clean gone." True, doubts and misgivings as to the
reality of it have been engendered by the "father of lies," and he has
tried all he can to rob us of our comfort and confidence; yet with it all
we can never forget the time of first love, and the sacredness of the
moments when Jesus assured us, "'Thy sins are forgiven thee: go in
peace." Oh! reader, jf you are passing through such experience, dot it
down, so that in future life you may put your finger upon spot and
stone, passage and promise, and say, " Well, I know then and there I was
not mistaken; the Lord did assure me of it. My brokenness of heart
was real, and the sense of His forgiving mercy was no delusion." Such
spots are precious to look back upon; they tend to reassure us, and bring
us to feel that the Lord would never have shown us such things if .He
had meant to destroy us.
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.And furthermore-
Ill. Saving faith will ever be stt'iving to gain access to the tht'onc oJ gmco.

" Therefore, being justified by faith, we have peace with God through
'Our Lord Jesns Ohrist. By whom also we have access through faith."
The true child of God must pray; it is his element. You might as well
tell him not to breathe as not to pray. His hidden life is made up of
secret s.ighs and cries, trembliugs and tears, mixed "with groanings
which cannot be uttered." But all this tells the tale that the wrestling
'One is in the possession of the faith of God's eled, which makes him
hover about the throne and not rest till the King gives him an audience.
Bring a man whose heart is estranged from God into a prayer-meeting,
and he will be uneasy and miserable. Take a Ohristian into such an
.atmosphere, and he is at home and happy. And often the words of an
untutored and poor man at the throne of grace are" as apples of gold
in pictures of silver" to the soul. And then, beloved, not merely will
faith find its element in prayer, but the many, many ever-upturning
trials of life will give plenty of errands to the throne, and ofttimes they
will be of such a character that none but Jesus must know them or be
told of them.

What a wonderful thing that we can tell Jesus what we can never tell
,a fell\Jw-creature! Oh! does not this show the superiority of the
relationship, and bring out the Ohurch's acknowledgment, "He is the
Chiefest among ten thousand, and the altogether lovely" ?

Faith, then, if it be the like precious faith of God's elect, wili ever be
feeling after Ohrist, and that, too, in the cry and in the sigh, in the
wrestling and in the longing, and will be saying, "I will not let Thee
go, except Thou bless me."

And then another feature of faith's actings will be that-
IV. Saving faith will be ever anxi01ts jot· d'ivine teaehing. " Neither give

need to fables, and endless genealogies, which minister questions, rather
than godly edifying which is in faith." And this faith will distinguish
between truth and error-the real and the counterfeit. And, when we
say thel'e will be the desire for divine teaching, it is not as a matter
-of dry doctrine so much which the child of God will desire as the un
folding of Ohrist in such a way that his faith will claim Him more and
more as the all and in all; for as Hart says-

"Dry doctrine will not save us,
Blind zeal, or false devotion;

The feeblest prayer,
If faith be there,

Exceeds all empty notion.'

Yes, the outgoings of t.he soul will be, "Tell me, 0 Thou whom my soul
lovest, where Thou feedest, where Thou makest Thy flock to rest at noon;
for why should I be as one that turneth aside by the flocks of Thy com
panions? "

The fact is, a genuine faith feeds upon Ohrist, who is "the Way, the
Trnth, and the Life," and can no more live without Him than the body
can without natural food.

V. Sav'ing faith will enable 1tS to jight a daily warfare. "Who is he that
overcometh the world but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of
'God?" Ah, and what a fight it is! How sharp the conflict! how con
stant the warfare! One may say, " But is it not written that' the steps of
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a good man are ordered by the Lord'?" It is. Ah, but what steps?
These often are rough steps, rugged steps, tangled steps, thorny steps,
careworn steps, crucifixion steps. These and the like will make up
pretty I{enerally the Christian's pathway. Slippers will prove of no.
use to him. He will learn experimentally the need of the promise,
" Thy shoes shall be iron and brass, and as thy days so shall thy strength
be." Ah, and is it not true that the Christian is brought just to live by
the day, strength for which is given-none over, none to spare? True,
he is not without the hope of a bright home and the anticipation of
final rest; but the way and the warfare are of that character that such
hopes and such anticipations are only as a momentary gleam of sunshine.
For the most part, it is battling with life's cares-fears without and foes
within.

But we have said, although the warfare is constant and sharp, yet
there will be sometimes an uplifting of heart in the thought of future
joy and the anticipation of receiving the conqueror's crown, which
reminds us of another point, namely, that-

VI. Saving faitlt willl:sS1te in Cllristian watcltfulness, which will be connected
witlt a waiting for tile second coming of Cltrist. Here a most important
subject opens before us. We trust we may pen words of wisdom upon
it, and not be led away into those extravagances which abound upon this
point. And perhaps, to be clear, it will be as well to take first the
negative view of it; secondly, the positive: that is to say, what is not
Christian watchfulness, and what is.

First, what is not Christian watchfulness.
We reply-
1. Yieldl'ng to some easily-besetting sin. Well, we are told Christ will

come" as a thief in the night," in an unlooked-for moment. Now, if
He should come at that moment when sin is being yielded to, would not
the sentinel be off his gual'd? would not the watchman be asleep?
The Lord keep us from every easily-besetting sin.

2. Again, we are not in a state of Christian watchfulness when the
pleasures of the W01"ld are entered into. It is often the anxiety of a
Christian parent as to what is and what is not lawful. Now, to our
mind, the touchstone lies here, I should not be anywhere or doing any
thing which would bring me into confusion if Christ should break in
upon me. In one's lawful calling there could be no fear of this, but how
would it be if Christ should find us in the ball-room, the theatre, the
concert-room? The very idea may be repugnant to the matured and solid
Christian, but we fear not so to all. May the Lord keep us from the
temptations which abound, and keep us watching.

Again, it is not Christian watchfulness-
3. Wlten we are "can-iell about by every wincl of doctrine." It is a

day of itching ears; the "Lo here is Christ!" and the "Lo there
is Christ!" is being fulfilled, and even Christians are being carried
away by plausible, yet false, teachers; and such are certainly not
calmly watching for the Lord. The writer is more than ever convinced
that there is nothing like the good old paths, and he is constantly
thanking the Lord that the new whims ever arising have no charm for
him.

So, once more, it is not a state of watchfulness when Christians are
fjualTelling. It would be an awkward time to have Christ break in upon
them when backbiting and slandering one another. May the Lord keep
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us loving as brethren, yielding to one another's weaknesses, forgiving
one another for Ohrist's sake.

Thus have we briefly seen what Ohristian watchfulness is not. Now
for a few words upon what it is.

1. It is made up of the active graces of the Spirit. Faith looks out, Hope is
an anchor sure and steadfast, fastened upon a precious Ohrist within the
veil, Love is on the watch for her absent Beloved, and Joy springs up at
the thought of His return again.

2. It is the diligent use of the means of grace. In the house of God,
at the meeting for pr'lyer, at the Bible-class, we need have no fear of
Ohrist coming when we aro thus engaged. Our attituue would be suit
able for the eveut.

And, lastly, it is manife;ted-
3. In work for the Master's glory. "Pure religion, and undefiled, before

God amI the. Father, is this, To visit the fathel'less and widows in
their ufflictiun, and to keep himself unspotted from the world." In
visiting the sick and afllietecl, the widow and fatherless, the attitnde
need not he disturbed by the breaking in of Jesus upon us. "Watch
therefore; for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come." "Be ye
also ready; for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of Man cometh."
And I do verily believe that, if we come to the matter of workers, of which
we hear so much nowadays, the best will be found to be those who hold
the doctrines of grace-not that they would make an atom of merit of
their works, but it is the inevitable outflow of that which is worked within,
and such will distinguish between that which is internal and the entire
work of the Spirit, and that outward demonstration of it which displays
the reality. of our religion before the world. So it will be found that
there are two kinds of work, d.istinct from one another, and yet the one
the proof of the other. There is the inwrought work of the Holy Ghost,
and the outward d.emonstration of that work; for "by their fruits ye
shall know them."

Having thus drawn attention to some of~he characteristics ofthe saving
faith of God's elect, namely, it will be evidenced by the substance looked
for, which substance will always be a precious Ohrist; it will be accom
panied with repentance and self-loathing, and with some measure, at all
events, of a sense of forgiveness of sin; it will be ever gaining access to
the throne of grace, and live in the element of prayer; it will be con
stantly anxious for divine teaching, for it feeds upon Christ, who is "the
Way, the Truth, and the Life;" it will enable the Ohristian to fight in
the daily warfare with foes without and foes within; and it will issue in
Christian watchfulness, which watchfulness will be connected with the
second coming of Ohri<it; say, now, dear reader, does your faith agree
with such tests? Do these tracings commend themselves to your spiritual
judgment? Do they find !t response in your heart? Perhaps you are
sighing, "Alas! I fear my faith will not come up to this standard,
though in some measure I have felt what you have described." Well, it
may be "little faith," but, if it be genuine, it is well. We always find
ourselves at home with little-faith ones. Our faith may not be triumphant;
but, if it be trustful, it is genuine. The sigh and the song of the Ohurch
of God spring from the same source. The little ones who have left the
imprint of their feet upon the heavenly ground are as much children of
God as thoso who have mounted the rugged steps, and are high up
the mountain side. The" Lord, I believe; help Thou mine unbelief,"

. ,

I
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may be a low chord of the soul's harp, but it is as much a chord as such
higher swellings as, "I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded
that He is able to keep that whic~ I have committed unto Him against
that day." The babes and the children were as much of the company cJ:
Israel as Moses and Aaron at the head; and we may be well assured
that, as they went over the rough places of the wilderness, they WeTe
more tenderly cared for than the stalwart and strong. The greater the
need, the more the divine help granted and given.

And now let us pen a few thoughts on the tr£al of ja£th. And we
would observe that we are not among those who think that, if you prav
for an increase of faith, you necessarily pray for a trial ~o put this faith
into exercise, and so some tremble to offer the prayer, "Lord, iucrease

\ - our faith." We find our faith has much strtmgthened when the Lord
reveals Himself ill the power of His love and beauty of His person.
Then we can trample under foot the beggarly elements of time, and feel
that through faith we can do valiantly. But, on the other hand, fellow
Christian, let one who has experienced not a little of life in its reality
tell you a secret. N ever expect a little lifting up without something to
press you again to earth. St. Paul wrote, "Lest I should be exalted above
measure, through the abundance of the revelations, there was given me
a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me." If you
realize anything like the "exalted above measure," you are certain
to have a prostration through some heart pressure. It is right, it is
well. The ballast will steady the vessel; and, therefore, cringe not when
circumstances induce a taking plenty in the hold. If you enjoy a Gospel
sermon, and drink in the Word with joy, expect some sordid trial to
remind you that you are not yet in heaven. The lark, who soars high
and sings sweetly as she rises, has to come down again to find her nest
in the clods of the valley. The pilgrim who has trodden the greensward
of the delectable mountains will yet have to wield" the sword of the
Spirit" in many a hot conflict. Faith will have to be well tried every
inch of the way home. " That the trial of your faith, being much more
precious thau of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be
found unto praise, and honour, and glory at the appearing of Jesus
Christ."

Sometimes the trial takes this form: "Well, but I ask and ask the
Lord again and again to allay my trial. I plead, I cry, I wrestle with
Him, but it's all of no avail. What is the use of prayer? and how can
He be a prayer-hearing and answering God when my trial remains as
,severe as ever? " Ah, friend, if this is your secret rebellion of heart,
let me remind you, and remember myself, that the Lord may be all the
time answering onr prayer, though we trace it not. Our prayer is for its
removal-His answer is, "My grace is sufficient for thee." As a quaint
old writer has tellingly put it-

"Many a helpless matter doth God arrange;
What we expected never came to pass;
What we did not expect God brought to bear:
So have things gone this whole experience through! "

Those who know what it is to "drink of the wine of astonishment," in
connection with God's dealings with us in providence, will well under

.stand the matter thus expressed. We remember, on one occasion, when
faith was exceedingly tried, and the temptations of Satan were very
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harassing, the following words came home as a check, not easily to be
forgotten: "The garment of praise for the spirit of h",aviness ; " and one
seemed able at the moment to throw off the cloak of rebellious heaviness,
and appropriate" the garment of praise." Then could we look up and
say, "All must be well."

And this leads us from the trial of faith to think for a moment of the
triumph of faith. Ah, some few of the Lord's family do realize even in
this tiresome world a triumphant faith. I am sure I feel ashamed of my
faith when I meet with or hear of some poor Christian woman whose
whole income is only a few shillings a week, and her main food bread and
water, or at most a cup of tea. To hear such telling of God's mercies
and goodness, and that Jesus is their all, and that they have no fear
about the future, the Lord, who has provided, will provide-there is
no murmuring; it is all the Lord's mercy-we repeat, such cases do
make us ashamed of our little faith. Mercies abounding, and yet with
coward hearts still! And yet what a paradox is the child of God! With
all his tremblings, fears, and forebodings, there is yet a growing triumph
of faith in the righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the fact
that however, by nature, defiled by sin, he is yet cleansed from all sin
by the precious blood of Jesus, and that, its guilt atoned for, "there is
therefore now no condemnation to them that are in Him." So, also, with
all his misgivings, on the other hand, in connection with the pilgrimage, he
can, and does in some measure, triumph over his troubles, and feel that
the Lord will give grace to sustain under them.

We appeal to you who know the Lord, is it not so? If you realize a
daily trem bling, you are yet conscious of a daily tl·iumphing. It may ,
not be jubilant and rapturous, but it is melting and mellowing. Thanks
be to the Lor\l for such experience.

And then there is the tJ'iumph of faith in aeath. We have known the
greatest cowards upon this point turn out the greatest conquerors, a life
of bondage on account of it giving way to accents of the sweetest peace
and joy.

And these thoughts remind us of that expression in the Word, "The
ena of our faith, even the salvation of your souls." Everything must
have an end.

Dear fellow-citizen of Zion, and of the household of God, the end of
our faith and climax of our salvation is conveyed to us in that favourite
word of ours-GLORY!

Oh! we cannot express to you what melting sweetness accompanied
those lines while singing them the other Sabbath-day-

"I

, ,

" Thou shalt see 1I1Y GLORY soon,
When the work of grace is done;

Partner of my throne shalt be :
Say, poor sinner, lov'st thou me?"

We could not help saying, "Yes, Lord, Thou knowest that I love Thee,
but is it possible glO1'y is in store for me? " Yes, it is; it must be so.

Brethren, we have not yet attain8d to it, but one thing I do, "forget
ting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things
which are before, I press toward the mark, for the prize of the high
oolling of God in Christ Jesus." Happy soul whei'e sucb. is the case!

But we must lay down the pen. We have, in thought, brought you I
up to the fruition of the faith of God's elect, even eternal glory, and I~
only now add the words of Joseph Irons upon that point-
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" Like precious faith, oh, may my soul obtain,
And by it live upon the Son of God!
'Tis this alone brings heav'nly blessings near,
O'ercomes the world, explores the sacred mines
Of cov'nant love, and full salvation claims.
'Tis God the Father's gift-Christ is its strength
And all its acts are by the Holy Ghost.
Dear Lord, increase my faith."

And now, beloved, may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace
in believing, and may you be "nourished up in the words of faith and
good doctrine," through the power of the Holy Ghost. Amen.
~~ QU

THE THREE GOSPEL W's-WORK, WAIT, AND WATOH.
My DEAR FRIEND,-There is not anything more common in an early

profession. of religion than for the enemy to watch the constitutional
besetting sin, and to work upon that, and, if possible, in some way to
enforce the absolute necessity of being found in the full exercise of it,
covered with the name of godly fear. For instance, if I am naturally
indolent, the enemy will soon im,Press me (but all 'in a wrong aspect)
with such truths as these: I can do nothing, I cannot quicken my own
soul, I must wait God's time, I must not be impati(mt. Thus the poor
deluded creature, before he well knows his right hand from his left, has
these shades put upon his conscience to hoodwink him in every proceed~

ing in life, and he is so bewildered as not to liee nor suspect the snare.
Waiting- npon God is a very active principle, and so is waiting for

Him; and he that waits in the Spirit will leave no stone unturned till he
is fully satisfied the Lord is directing him. Would you know who is the
man that is not actuated by g<>dly fear and makes not God his refuge?
It is he who sits still and vsinly imagines that matters will come right,
and makes no use of God's appointed means. Such a one not only meets
with disappointments, but is surrounded with spiritual death, darkness,
and confusion of mind, and is not aware of' its being the consequence
of that slothful, inactive spirit which binds him down to the earth.

As it respects your friend, I~look upon it there is a double necessity
that he sAould unceasingly seek the Lord, that He would unfold the
mystery of His providence now. This seems to be a peculiar turn in life
with him, and a wrong step might mark his future years with much
bitterness and sorrow; therefore he should deeply lay it to heart. The
enemy is very busy, the issue none knows but God. If he make the Lord
his refuge, he will be carried safely through all his difficulties, he will
find that God hath determined the times before appointed, as well as the
bounds of our habitation, and for this purpose has declared that we shall
seek the Lord, and feel after Him, and find Him, and in that exercise,
however painful, understand that He is not very farfrom us (Acts xvii. 26).

J. BOURNE.

"NEVER did the Eun· i!l the firmament .shine more brightly to the
eyes of my body than OhrIst, 'the Sun of Righteousness,' )) ath shin ed on
my soul. The unchangeableness of my God is my rock."-lf1'. Thomas
Hogg, of Kilteam.

p
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OLD-FASHIONED DIVINITY.
AN old Puritan 'minister, being requested by a bereaved husband to
preach a funeral sermon upon his wife, took for a text the words of the
Apostle, "I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have
kept the faith." At the close of the discourse the preacher said, "From
what I knew of the departed, I have reason to believe she was a good
Ohristian woman. Her course is now finished, but while here below
she fought a good fight for the truth, she kept the faith in love,
and she mended her husband's stockings. I need add no more in her
praise."

Truly, this might be a model for all funeral sermons. But the text
and the divisions of the preacher may suggest a few profitable thoughts
as to doctrine, experience, and practice.

To fight the good fight of faith infers life in the soul and a vital
principle communicated. Amidst all the philosophic ravings of the day
about life and its origin, Scripture informs us simply of the fact that
God, in His six;;' days' work, created the various forms of lifG visible in
our world, which since that time, according to His own command, ami
by His protecting power, have increased and multiplied ever since. And
thus we read in the Word, "And on the seventh day God ended His
work which He had made, and He rested on the seventh day from all His
work which He had made."

This is God's history of His own creation, repeated by God Himself
to Moses on Mount Sinai: "Six days shalt thou labour, and do all
that thou hast to do, for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the
sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day," and the extent
of these days we have thus defined: "The eveniltlg and the morning were
the sixth day," when we are told, "Thus the heavens and the earth were
finished, and all the host of them, and God blessed the seventh day and
sanctified it, because that in it He had rested from all His work which
God created and made."

Thus God finished ~p creation, and added no more to His earthly
world, as saith the Holy Ghost by the pen of Paul, "And God did rest
the seventh day from all His works." But when man fell God performed
a spiritually new thing by His creative power-the implantation of
grace in the heart of His elect; which in every individual instance since
the fall is a new creation in the soul, "which are born not of blood, nor
of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God," each
particular case of regeneration being the exercise of divine and sovereign
creation work. "For God, who commanded the light to shine out of
darkness, hath shined in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ'." So we read, "If any man
be in Christ, he is a new creature." And this is the cause of his new
creatureship-he is in Christ. " Chosen in Ohrist before the foundation
of the world;" therefore, "begotten again to a lively hope by the
resurrection of Ohrist from the dead."

* The intelligent reader, who may be exercised upon poinh connected with this
subject, will find some useful helps in a book by P. H. Gosse, F.R.S" entitled,
" Omphalos."

0,' \
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I.

The subjects of th! n w life are God's elect, and none oth l'fI. 11 TJt
election hath obtain <1 i, nd the rest were blinded." Men may p
the doctrine or con ,,1 it, but every regenerated sinner is a living ti
mony to this foundati n tru h. Oan they say why they were oalllld, and
friends, relatives, nd D Igh lirS left in nature's darkness? Ca.n they
explain why that ord f If up n their ear, while others heard as though
they heard not? Th hn.ppi t spot beneath the sky for the children of
Gdd is when ther om to xnow that they are the elect. Then there is
no more quibbhng and u rr lling with the doctrine of election; they
take their stand [th th pOltl, who declared, "But we are sure that
the judgment of d is n rding to truth." Regeneration is the result
of election, and th startin -point of all spiritual blessings, and the first
great epoch in th lifetim f v ry believer.

A recent numb \. f 0. P riodioa.l, extolling the memory of a noted
dignitary, says," is r ligious history is without crisis, shock, or start."
This well des ribe the divinity of the day. Preachers, in addressing
their' congregations, take it for granted that their audience are all
Ohristians, and upon this fictitious apital they trade. They appeal to
a power whioh has no existence in fallen man, and attempt to build up
the wall, like the false prophets of old, "with untempered morter."
Such teachers have never experienced the new birth. There is no
spiritual life in them. They are dead in sins, and ignorant of all the
Apostle meant when he said, "I have fought a good fight." No sham

, '; fight, but a real fight-a hand-to-hand fight; for there was life in the
contest. "He e,ndured as seeing Him who is invisible." And this belongs
to every regenerate soul born into God's spiritual world-they" fight a
good fight."

The Apostle tells us he "fought with beasts at Ephesus." He fought
with Peter when he attempted to legalize the Gospel. He fought with
the messenger, Satan, that was sent to buffet him. He fought with
Alexander the coppersmith, who withstood his preaching. He fought
with the enemies of God and His truth in various cities. He fought
with false brethren who came in privily to bring the infant Ohurch of
Galatia into bondage by fleshly holiness and legal obedience. He fought
with his old Adam nature that warred against the law of his mind and
brought him into captivity to the law of sin in his members. And this
is the fight of faith that is common to the Ohurch of God.

But further, the Apostle declared, "I have kept the faith." Now,
something must be given before it can be kept, and this the Apostle
realized when called by grace, and he states his experience of the matter
in this wise: "Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling,
not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace,
which was given us in Ohrist Jesus before the world began." Hence,
in due time, the Apostle, when dead in sin, was made to hear the voice of
the Son of God and live, which said to him, " Rise and stand upon thy
feet; for I have appeared to thee for this purpose, to make thee a
minister and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of
those things in which I will appear unto thee" (Acts xxvi. 16).

This declaration to Paul is an outline of the Lord's dealings with those
called by grace. He reveals Himself according to His own covenant
decree and eternal choice, and it is for special results. His saints are to
be His witnesses upon earth, and for this purpose to manifest and
minister to others, as God shall enable them, of the things which they

p2
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have seen by divine discovery. They thus" keep the faith" which they
received from God; and thus the Spirit, by the Apostle, counsels them,
"As ye have received Christ Jesus, so walk ye in Him."

This is true Christian experience and the only way to heaven: God's
saints receive Christ as poor lost, ruined, empty sinners, and as such
they are to "walk in Him; " they reCleive Him as their only hope and
help; they expect pardon, peace, and salvation from no other quarter;
and thus they" walk in Him." They realize unexpected deliverances
from time to time through His word of promise, and from His out
stretched hand some crumbs of comfort are dropped on purpose, that
feed and sustain the soul, and thus they" walk in Him;" and when \'
brought to that blessed spot, liberty, assurance, sense of interest in
divine love, it is their highest privilege when Christ Jesus is thus
received to "walk in Him."

But clouds hide the light divine, and God, in the exercise of His
sovereignty, sometimes withdraws His clear shinings to teach His children
many valuable lessons; to humble them in the dust; to show them their
sins, and deal with them as He did with His servant Job; and so prove
the truth of the words given him, "When He hath tried me, I shall
come forth as gold;" as also, "Behold, I am vile! "

The Lord has many ways and means whereby He teaches His people
to "keep the faith." He gives them His Spirit, that holy anointing
that" teacheth all things, and is truth, and is no lie, whereby they abide
in Him" (1 John ii. 27). The secret source of their keeping the faith .'.
is, they are "kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation," '
and this faith being God's gift they receive" the end of their faith, even
the salvation of their souls." '1'hey are kept from error by the Spirit
of Truth, and if suffered, through the craft and subtlety of Satan, to
fall into it, they are delivered therefrom by the power of God. If they
fall from the faith of assurance, the holy anointing that brought liberty
and peace into the soul will give the renewings of the Holy Ghost to
shed abroad the light, love, and gracious influence that were darkened
over by the power of Satan. Cares, pleasures, pride, covetousness,
self-seeking, worldliness, each and all have their satanic rule in the
heart of God's children at times, and to keep the faith, to hold on and
hold out, to do battle with sins, and doubts, and fears, under such circum
stances, is hard work. To walk in darkness and have no clear shinings,
to feel the power of the enemy boiling within, to be laid low by some ~ , \
overtaken temptation, and only hear the voice of the enemy, "Where is
now thy God?" these are hard lines for faith to grope through; but
the almighty Author of the faith given, without payor merit, is the
Finisher also, and He will see to its preservation in the soul; so that every
believer shall, through rich, sovereign, unmerited, distinguishing grace,
declare at the last, "I have kept the faith," when sj·ght needs faith no
longer, and love alone lives for evermore.

1'he preacher's homely hint as to practice is not without due meaning.
It comprehends all the humble duties of domestic life as briefly summed
up by the Apostle in his counsel to women: "Let them first learn to
shew piety at home." Perhaps there never was a day when this injunc
tion was more needed than at the present time, when all denominations
and shades of religious opinions vie with each other in their united
efforts to do good out.of-doors. When the heart is made willing and
the conllcience kept tender to show piety at home, it is a mark of vital
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godlines~. f love has no eye for limits, and, when lov
rules in the heart, it eb d 0. heavenly light upon the meanest duties.
"Whatsoever ye do, d it h ll.l·tily as unto the Lord," makes a religious
service of the small st aoti u, and becomes "a spiritual sacrifice, accept
able and well-pleasing unt h Lord."

The restraints of t n 1\ and temper, the willing performance of littlo
services, the, sunshin f 11. ind word, and all the numberless and
nameless ways whi h in tIt privacy of home a believer is taught to
glorify God, we find 11 int d ut in Scripture with much exactitude.
From the minutioo f I1r tip t the most important duties, women may
find directions how" t sh w pi ty at home," and manifest ex.ternally
the reality and riptural charn tor of the internal life, which teaches
the child of" God how It to ad rn tho doctrine of God our Saviour," and
to testify by lip nnd walk that .. the darkness is past, and the true
light now shin th." The Lord's flook is not exempt at times from the
foot and mouth die ll. ,and terrible havoc it makes when it once gets in
among them. E It h art knows its own bitterness when sin is suffered
to break out, and nothing short of the hand of love reddened with His
own blood can hide all transgressions from view, or

" Give the guilty conscience peace,
And take away the stain."

Now that the bubble has burst, and the devil, who lately has been
walking about in white, has resumed his black appearance, there is not

< > any fear of being mistaken in pressing upon the Lord's true people the
importance of a Gospel walk before the world, behind the counter, and
in the domestic circle.

Out-of-door religion has its claims, as influence, and opportunity, and
ability are given, but all are not marked out by God in His providential
dealings for public work; whereas in home life every believer occupies
a position where the Word speaks, "Let your light so shine before men,
that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in
heaven." To do aI' to suffer, to bear 01' forbear, to seek for grace to know
the will of the Lord and do it, to submit to the cross in daily life, to
walk in heart separation from the world, and personally to testify against
conformity to its words and ways, its pleasure$ and pursuits, these are
all home and heart matters, wherein conscience, enlightened by the
Spirit, must guide each believer, whatever be their position or circum
stances. The promise of the Lord is, "I will instruct thee, and teach
thee in the way which thou shalt go; I will guide thee with mine eye; "
and God's Spirit-taught Israel will say of every effort, great or small,
" This is done because of that which the Lord did unto me when I camEl'
forth out of the land of Egypt."

THE SWEETNESS OF A SAVIOUR'S LOVE.
" My meditation of Him shall be sweet," for His Spirit revO'als JeSlls in
the soul, in the beauty of His person, in the sweetness of His love; and,
gazing upon His glory, we marvel; and His Spirit r,eflects such rays of
His own essential love, kindling in our heal'ts and supplying a flame
burning with precious desires towards our altogether lovely One, and to'
us "the Chiefest amongst ten thousand."
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The mind is ever needing a something to feed upon, and, when enabled
to rest upon the love of God in Christ Jesus, it finds in it a sweetnes~ of
satisfaction, and revels in an ocean of abunda,p.t and soul-meltlllg
fulness. "

Truly it hath not entered into the heart of man to conceive the things
prepared of God for them that love Him. It is, however, sometimes
the Lord's will th!l.t we should have to meditate upon the apparent
absence of our Lord, for the trial of faith, or some other trial, may test
us; but even these, as they sev!,!rally occur, serve as time-marks, each to
remind us of equally dreaded trials overcome, and that as each recedes
we are nearer our increasingly dearer home; and amidst all the li~t1e
tribulations there now reigns a calmness of mind which at one time
would have been considered anything bu"t dignified.

Now, however, as we meditate, the fire burns, and again our' blest
Paraclete rejoices us with His sweet presence; and then how true we find
it to be, as one so aptly puts it, "The longer I was in finding whom I
sought, the more earnestly I beheld HIm being found."

"My meditation ofHIM shall be sweet." Yes, how truly blessings follow
these meditations; as, for instance, in lsaac's case, when he was medi
tating (or prayin~), he lifted up his eyes and beheld the camels coming,
bearing his blessing-his bride. Now, in this blessing, how fully tho
Lord answered the pleadings of Abraham, His servant whom He sent, and
Isaac. Also David, who, when his life was in danger, falls into the arms of
OmHipotence, muses upon the work of his God, and soon after
has to bless the Lord for his strength. And surely, if David could exult
ingly say, "I will extol Thee, my God, 0 King, and I will bless Thy
name for ever and ever," we have equal cause to magnify the Lord, who
is to us no less a Tower of Refuge. Why did David meditate upon the
Lord in the night-watches but because the Lord had already satisfied
his squl with marrow and fatness! Is not this the secret of our often
repairing to the throne? It is from a precious revelation of Himself
that we can sit under His shadow with such delight, and have such
relish for His sweet fruits.

So under His shadow we find protection and guidance. Our Lord
Himself says, in one case, "Settle it therefore in your hearts not to medi
tate before what ye shall answer; for it is not YE that speak, but the Spirit
of your Father which speaketh in you." Thus meditate upon ME, upon the
greatness and excellency of my majesty, and then, and not till then, shall
your fef,trs flee. ..

Of HIM, the glorious person of our blessed Redeemer, our all in time,
our all in eternity; aIld, when robed in His glorious righteousne/?s, that
whi'ch is now veiled shall we then behold and exult in. And w 11 may
His bride be troubled if she loses sight for a moment of her adorable
Bridegroom; yet clothed now in His comeliness, perfect in His perfection,
He reveals to her a power she scarcely believes she possesses, when He
says, "Turn away thine eyes from me, for they bave overoome me."

How can a finite being fully understand sweetness? It is true some·
times, when we' have a sip of God's love, we xolaim experimentally,
" His mouth is most sweet!" but to comprehend fully the meaning of
sweetness, as applied to our knowledge of Him, we must enter the
presence chamber, and behold our King in His unveiled beauty: tbis is
worth living for and well worth dying for.

Chelmsfora. O. J. O.
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UNIVERSAL REDEMPTION A DOOTRINE OF THE PAPISTS,
BUT NOWHEREj TO BE FO"OND IN THE PROTESTANT'S
BIBLE.

My READER, it has been my conviction that there is as much Romanism
or Popery out of the Ohurch of Rome as within her pale, and, if it be true
what Luther states, that every man is born with a pope in his heart, I am
sure you will agree with me.

Now, one phas'e Qf Popery is Arminianism, and one of its principal
doctrines is that Ohrist died equally for all men, but (actually) saved
none, only put them in a salvable way, which doctrine we believe destroys
the believer's peace; for if Ohrist has not saved aU those for whom He
died, He is no Saviour; and, if His salvation does not completely save,
it is no salvation at all; and this reduces the doctrine of universal
redemption to nothing better than thlil popish sacrifice of the mass, which
doctrine assumes Ohrist's work not to have been fully and completely d0ne
for ever. Now, such a creed is like the doctrine of universal redemption,
illogical, unscriptural, and foolish in the extreme, because the theory of
universal redemption amounts to no redemption at all, liS it ensures the
safety of none; for, if Ohrist [died equally for all men, and the greater
part of mankind die in heathenism and unbelief, or, as is represented in
Scripture, go through the gate which leadeth to destruction, while fe",
there be who find the gate of heaven (Matt. vii. 13,14), then are there
more lost for whom Ohrist died than are saved; so that He has lost the
greater part He purchased (if He died for all)! And, if we may draw an
inference from the ark, wherein were eight souls saved, the same truth is
set forth; for it was not made to hold all the world, but only those, as
Noah, who found grace (Gen. vi. 8).

Now, as universal redemption ensures the safety of none, but particular
or effectual redemption ensures the eternal safety of all for whom Ohrist
died, we would ask those who differ to consider-I, That at the judg
ment-day Ohrist shall say to those on His right hand, "Come, ye blessed
Qf my Father," &c., and to those on His left hand, "Depart, ye cursed,"
&c.; 2, that He has" redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made
a curse for us" (Gal. iii. 13).

Now, if we are to understand the us spoken of in the latter text to mean
all mankind that ever was or shall be, in what way could Ohrist
have been made a curse for them to whom He shall say, "Depart, ye
cursed"? or what were the benefits of His death to them if the curse was
not removed thereby ?

Is it nQt clear that, if Ohrist bore the curse in their stead, they must
; have th!3 blessing as well as the others who shall stand on His right
.:hand ? or you must show on what grounds the latter were blessed. If it

be said because they belioved, I answer, this is part of the blessing itself,
purchased for those who were ordained to eternal life, and therefore their
believing cannot be the cansc of their blessedness, but rather the effects,
for faith is a grace wrought in the soul by the Holy Ghost, because Christ
h,&8 been made a curse for them, and so are partakers of His purchased
blessing (eternal life from which this faith flows).

Again. The Holy Ghost does not impart this spiritual life to all, for
some remain dead in trespasses and sin, unbelieving and unwilling to be
saved, while others are malle willing" in the day of His power." Now, the
only reason we can give why these (who are termed" blessed") are made
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willing (whuse natural state was enmity) is because they w~re ordained to
eternal life, and therefore believed-(see Acts xiii. 48).

Hence :faith does not I'emove the curse due unto sin, nor is the caU8e
of the blessedness, but rather the sin of the blessed having been removed
or taken away by Ohrist, their Scapegoat and Redeemer; the caU8e (sin)
being removed, the effect8 (the curse) must for ever disappear, and we
know where sin is blotted out, or covered, it is forgiven, and where
sin is forgiven, righteousness is imputed (Psalm xxxii, 1, 2 ; Rom. iv.
6-8). So we conclude, if some die as cursed, it is because of sin, and, if
because of sin, it is clear Ohrist could not have been made sin for them;
then is the redemption of Ohrist limited to the Father'8 election, which was
of some, not all, and so also the 8anctificat£on of the Spirit; consequently,
all are not sanctified. Hence we who believe in particular redemption
have not only our eternal safety secured, but we have Unity in Trinity,
and Trinity in Unity, the work of the One not greater than the Other, but
co-equal and co-extensive. Wherefore, for any man to attempt to prove
Ohrist redeemed all mankind, it is to attempt to prove there is no Unity
in the Trinity, nor Trinity in Unity; because the Scriptures distinctly
state that the Father has chosen 80me as vessels of mercy (Rom. ix. 22, 23),
and the rest are said to bGl bl£nd, and fitted to destruction. And we also
see the regenerating power of the Holy Ghost is not exercised in all, but
only the elect. Therefore he who believes not in the doctrine of par
ticular and effectual redemption by our Lord Jesus Ohrist does not rightly
believe in the doctrine ofthe Trinity, and whatever he may think, or say, .
he is not a Trinitarian; for, if Ohrist completely and everlastingly saved
those for whom He died from hell, damnation, and all penalties due unto
sin, then none can go to hell for whom He died. But the Scriptures
declare that some will be in hell (such as Judas, who went to his own
place, being a son of perdition, and the goats, who shall stand on His left
hand).

Now let, my reader explain how Ohrist could have redeemed them
from hell, if they are, and will be, in hell everla8tingly.

That all are eternally saved for whom He died, is clearly stated in Holy
Scripture, for we read, "He was delivered for our offences, and was
raised again for our justification" (Rom. iv. 25). Hence all for whom
He died, or was delivered, He was raised for, and all He was raised for
are said to be justified. Now, if He was delivered for all mankind, and
some of mankind are in hell, then those in hell are jU8tified,. and, if such
be the case, we ask upon what grounds were they sent there? But those
sent to hell are spoken of as goats, and cursed; and surely no one could be
justified and cursed at the same time-acquitted and yet bound under con
demnation? Is it not, therefore, clear from this that it is only His sheep
who are redeemed and blessed, to whom alone He gives eternal life, which
is the blessing? For He does not say anywhere, I give to my goats eternal
life, nor yet, I lay down my life for the goats; but He says it concerning
His sheep; therefore the inference is that the curse was not removed
from the goats, unless it can be proved from the Scriptures He died for
the goats. But, if it be said He died for all sinners, without exception,
therefore He died for the goats, I reply, He did not save, then, those for
whom He died, as some will be in hell; and this I conceive to be nothing
better than the popish sacrifice of the mass yea, the very essence of
~opery itself-the spawn of the undean frog; not only so, but contra
dICtory; for, if He died for all sinners without exception, He died for all
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devils whom the Father hath reserved in chains to be cast into the
lake burning with fire and brimstone (Jude G; Rev. xix. 20). If there
is a universal redemption of all sinners, then there is a redemption not
only of men but devils, if He saves those for whom He died.

If He did not save those for whom He died, He is no Saviour, His
salvation is no salvation; consequently there is no Gospel: for it is no
Gospel to tell a man Ohrist has died for you, but has not completely
saved you. But it is a Gospel when we declare, "His name shall be
called Jesus, because He SHALL SAVE HIS PEOPLE FROM THEIR SINS;" not
some sins, but all, unbelief included. Now, if all are His people in the
sense of this text, without exception of any sinner, then the text asserts,
He SHALL SAVE them. So we have here: First, certainty of the work
being accomplished; secondly. the completeness of that work. It is not,
He may save, or He can save, but He shall. It is not that He shall put
them in a salvable way, wherein they may be saved if they will, but it is
HE (not you and He) SHALL SAVE (entirely save)! So His name shall
be called Jesus (SAVIOUR). Therefore, if some are not saved, as is repre
sented, what is the only conclusion we can arrive at, but that He did
not die for all, as some shall be lost at last? So we maintain that he who
holds the doctrine of universal redemption,

1. Does not believe in the doctrine of the Trinity.
2. That heholds a doctrine no better than the popish doctrine of the mass.
3. That he believes a doctrine which is illogical, unscl'iptural, and

foolish in the extreme.
4. That it is a doctrine most detrimental to the child of God, inasmuch

as it saps the very foundation of his hope, peace, and comfort; for, if one
may be lost for whom Ohrist died, all must be lost, for the best we have,
apart from God's grace, is only sin. Therefore, if we are not saved by
free, sovereign grace entircly, through the naernption of Christ Jesus, I do not
hesitate to say all will be lost.

RUSHES, AND WHERE THEY GROW.
IN Job viii.ll, the question is asked, "Oan the rush grow up withoutmire?"
There may be mire without rushes, but seldom rushes without mire.

Time was when Adatn had not the mire of original sin in him, and
while in that state no rushes, 01' acts of evil, were shown in his life; but
when the mire was infused into him by Satan, the first liar, he soon
began to show signs of evil in his practice.

The mire of original sin is deep-very deep-and all men are born in
it, and every part of fallen nature is polluted by it.

Infants have this mire in them, and soon the rush of falsehood grows
up out of it. " They go astray as soon as they be born, speaking lies"
(Psa. Iviii. 3).

A fulness of this mire is in the heart, it being "deceitful above all
things, and desperately wicked" (Jer. xvii. 9). "Being filled with all
unrighteousness" (Rom. i. 29). " Within full of dead men's bones, and
of all uncleanness" (Matt. xxiii. 27). This is a very bumbling description
of the interior of men's corrupt and wicked hearts. But is it a true one ~

Everyone taught by the Holy Spirit will say, "Yes." Now, this tniry,
muddy soil produces rushes-manifest evils grow out of this miry place
within. There would be no evils outside if there were none inside.
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What are these rushes which grow up out of this mire? Darkness is in
the understanding, enmity in the carnal mind, rebellion in the will,
madness in the heart, and evil in the imagination,and that continually.

Out of the mire of original sin in the heart "proceed evil thoughts,
adulteries, fornicatioUi1, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit,
lascivio~sness, an evil eye,.blasphemy, pride, foolishness" (Mark vii. 21,22).
What bundles and clusters of rushes are here! Oh, the great ignorance
existing about the fall of man-about original sin! The Lord, in His
great mercy, if it be His will, more fully open our eyes to see "how
sad our state by nature is," so that we may prize the precious and
effectual reIlledy in the person and work of His eternal Son. Satan,
who is a liar, will try and keep the mind in blindness about this mire:
he dreads the light.

Murder is one of the rushes which grow out of this mire. In Adam's
family, how soon this was seen, for of Cain it is written, "Who was of
that wicked one, and slew his brother" (1 John iii. 12). The same mire
of original sin was in Abel as in Cain, but in Abel's case reigning grace
prevented the rushes growing up out of it ; but Cain, being left to his own
will, unrestrained by saving grace, showed this terrible rush of murder
in killing his brother. Since this first murder, how many similar rushes
have appeared! How many such are seen in the present day! Say
what we may about it, we have all murderous hearts. Oh, the long
suffering and forbearance of--God in suffering such wretches to live in
such a world as this! While this mire of original sin is in men's hearts,
this rush of murder which grows out of it will be seen, and, but for the
Almighty's restraining power and grace, it would be oftener seen than it
now is.

Reader, do you know anything of this matter? If you do, what a
debtor to mercy you are.

Another rush is cruelty. "The tender mercies of the wicked are cruel"
(Prov. xii. 10). Cruelty appears not only to animals, but human beings,
which stops little short, in some cases, of murder. How evident this rush
has been of late! How much faster it would grow if it were not bruised
by the strong arm of the law, which in some cases is not so severe in
punishing cruelty to human flesh as it is for cruelty to dog flesh and
horse flesh! If a person is killed outright, the person who killed him is
liable to be tried for his life; but, if an individual is half killed, the
punishment in this case is usually most inadequate to the offence, and is
calculated to lead persons who are subjected to a cruel attack to take the \ )
law into their own hands, and do the best they can to defend themselve~.

Another rush growing out of this mire is drunkenness. Almost in
every city, town, and village in the kingdom this rush is seen in a
flourishing condition. It, perhap8, was never more so than at present.
By the side of this rush of intemperance grows up another-indolence;
and near this is often seen another-indigence. Persons who distribute
charities, it is to be feared, often overlook the poor industrious people,
who, notwithstanding their industry, cannot prevent indigence coming,
and bestow most of their gifts upon those who have brought themselves
to indigence by their intemperance and indolence. An honest indigent
person is seldom clamorous for charity, whereas the drunken indolent
class are frequently the first to cry out for aid. In the former is need, in
the latter greed. .

Theft is another rush. In how many places this appears) What
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employment it gives to police-constables to detect it Q.nd atop its
growth! Young persons sometimes show this rush of theft in stealing
money and property belonging to their employers. If this rush of theft
were to stop growing, there would not be so much need as now for judges,
prisons, magistrates, and policemen.

People who have found favour in the eyes of the Lord hav-e this mire
in them, and, unless grace reign in them, they are capable of showing the
rushes of murder, drullkenness, adultery, ajld l;ying, as D~vid, Noah, and
Peter. What great debtors we are to the God of all grace for exercising
His restraining power upon our corrupt propensities; thus preventing the
manifest growth of those rushes which have their roots in our miry hearts!

The rush of contention is an old one. It showed itself in the apostl~s'

days between Paul and Barnabas (Acts xv. 39). This rush has not
done growing yet. It thrives in the present day. The sinful rush pf
contention is more evident than the precious grace of contrition. The
right sort of contrition draws and binds people together; the wrong sor~

of cop.trition drives and separates them asunder. The Lord· is near the
contrite: Satan is not far off the contentious.

" Itching ears" is another I'ush which grows fast, especially in cities
and towns where there are a great variety of gifts and talents in different
preachers. The person who shows this rush rolls about from church to
church or cha'Pel to chapel, first hearing this minister then the other,
being more like EL marble than a brick. With such rolling marbles.
churches cannot be built. Bricks are better to build with than marbles.
They keep steady, while marbles are unsteady. Many are attracted by
new faces: few are drawn by the Holy Spirit's graces.

The Man Ohrist Jesus had no mire of original sin in Him, and there
fore no rushes ever grew up either within or without Him. Of Him it
is said, "Who did no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth." Had
He the mire in Him, He would not have brought us up out of it. He
suffered for those whose hearts were full of it, and whose lives brought
forth a large crop of rushes. " He bore our sins in His own body upon
the tree," "Died for the ungodly," "Suffered for sin, the Just for the
unjust." Oh, the great love of Ohrist to sinners! Every redeemlld
sinner, in the end, will be a winner. .

The Holy Spirit's gracious teaching is much needed to make known
our own vileness, to search our hearts, to open our graves, and to reveal
to us the horrible miry clay that exists within us. How few preachers or
hearers know anything feelingly of this mire of original sin, out of which
grow up so many rushes of evil !

That poor feeling siuner whose heart is scorched by the bright shining
candle of the Lord will tremble about that which another would trifle,
and often will be lamenting while the worldly professor is rejoicing. The
lamentations of Jeremiah were never popular with natural professors of
religion, but they are much prized by spiritual possessors of it. The
true knowledge of our hearts is not got by a few dreams or visions. Oon
fession of felt impurity in thought, word, and deed will follow the
heartfelt knowledge of this mire being in it, and earnest cries to God for
pardon, cleansing, and peace will go up from our hearts. The Psalmist
says, "He brought me up out of the horrible pit and miry clay." He
was down in it first. Well, if we know we are in it, and cry to the Lord
for deliverance from it, He hath said, "Whosoever shall call upon the
name of the Lord shall be delivered."
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What a ~reat thing to be delivered from this mire of original sin !
Will this be in this life? No. At death the redeemed soul will be
released from all sin, and enter heaven washed in the blood of the Lamb.
At the reeurrection morn the body will be raised in glory, and, united to
the soul, will dwell for ever with the Lord, free from every taint of titis
mire of original sin and also of the rushes, being made white and clean,
and kept so for ever and ever. What a blessed change for all the Lord's
sin-plagued people to be for ever set free from a body of sin and death,
and to be rid of the mire and rushes which they had so much of here
below!

None of these things can enter heaven. Satan's influence and temp
tations tend to promote the growth of these rushes. Saving grace tends
to stop their growth; hence there is a conflict between the one and the
other.

Reader, depend on it he is a liar who says that man has not in his
heart this mire.

Tetbury. F. F,

FORGIVENESS!
A SCHOOL-SERMON IN ONE WORD.

IN visiting our day-schools, from time to tim'e, I usually make it a point
of inquiring the cause, if I see one or other of the children placed aside,
as a mark of disgrace; anel then, upon an expression of regret and
promise of amendment upon their part, ask that the offender may be
forgiven, and be allowed to return to the class.

But I don't know when my heart was so touched as it waS! this fore
noon. There stood a boy in front of one of the junior classes, under
punishment. As usual, I inquired the cause. It was some trifling matter
-I forget what-but I asked the poor boy if he were sorry, and would
promise not to repeat the offence if I requested his teacher to forgive
him? He did promise; and, as I beckoned to the teacher to come for
ward, the child-for he was but a child-burst into tears, as he was led
back to his seat. The incident (tritling' as it was) was too much for me.
As I immediately withdrew from the school, with my heart and eyes filled
to overflowing, I thought, "Ifforgiveness affords such pleasure to a poor
sinner like me, what must be the delight of Jesus to pronounce full, free,
and everlasting forgiveness to poor vile, guilty, ill-and-hell-deserving
rebels? "

Reader, our God "deliglt.tetll in mercy."
Reader, I know not how it is with you, but there is one well known to

the writer that cannot pass a day, nor scarcely an hour, without the
feeling necessity of crying, more or less, "Pardon mine iniquity, for it
is great j" "Enter not into judgment with Thy servant, 0 Lord; for in
Thy sight shall no man living be justified." D.

"GENTLEMEN and fellow-soldiers! the man who has been enabled to
attempt to live well during fourscore years past need not seek now how
to die well. But my having been enabled to live well is not the ground
of my dependence; no, my sole hope is in Jesus Christ."-.De Montmo
"~n(}Y, Constable of France.
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"BEOAUSE THOU .ART LUKEWARM."
(REV. iii. 16.)

UNFAITHFUL grown, our candlestick's removing
Is but deferred for a little space:

The doom pronounced upon a lukewarm loving
Is drawing near-its harbingers we trace.

Behold, the barren fig tree Jesus viewing,
Its fresh green leaves untinted by decay;

Yet nought could save it from impending ruin:
Struck by His glance, it withered in a day!

Cursed with a curse, the blight is on our nation,
From heights of priv'lege to the depths we fall ;

As once our greatness, so our degradation .
Shall be the wonder of earth's peoples all.

As wept of old Jerusalem's fair daughters,
Zion's past glory in her lorn estate;

So England, sitting queen o'er ocean's waters,
Shall mourn the fruits of Romish craft and hate.

Valiant for truth, our" first love's" glorious days in
Our country shone, a star upon life's sea;

No longer were the fires of Smithfield blazing:
Our martyrs' blo<;>d had made their children free.

An open Bible and the truth's confession,
Such were the blessings they had died to win;

Now, high as heaven rises our transgression,
In basely pand'ring to "the man of sin."

Oh, awful guilt! that we should be forsaking
The Author of our mercies, giving place

Unto those popish legions that are making
Their boasts of triumph to our very face.

The time had come when sound and faithful teaching
(Such as of old was music to men's ears;

When crowds would flock to hear a Calvin preaching)
Was listened to with scoffing words and jeers.

When, as a rank weed, stood Arminian error
In pulpit after pulpit of our land,

God's love electing, as a thing of terror,
Unblushingly did free-will teachers brand.

The time had come when men would hear no longer
The solemn truths so precious held of yore; .

Error let in, then popery grew stronger;
Now sinks Truth's star, that meteor light before.

How long, 0 Lord, shall Thine elect be sighing
And crying o'er abominations done?

On man and beast Thy judgments are replying;
Distress of nations shows Thy wrath begun.

Unfaithful grown, before the foe we're falling,
As fell of old Thy faithless Israel;

And Rome is marshalling her hosts appalling:
The straggle's coming! Ah, we sec it well !

And yet Thou hast Thy marked remnant mingling
With those who've yielded worship to "the beast; "

And, in the day of slaughter, Thou'lt be singling
Them from the faithless, for Thy marriage feast!

D.H,
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Strnnms anD ;jottS of Strmolts.

A SERMON,
PREACHED AT CHARLES CHAPEL, PLYMOUTH, BY THE LATE REV. G. D. DOUDNEY,

AUGUST 2, 1863.

"I am tile Lord, I cltan.r;e not.. tllerefore ye 80n8 oJ Jacob are not
con8umed."-MAL. iii. 6.

TIns is the ground of the faith of a child of God. It is not by looking
at ourselves, and weighing ourselves by ourselves, and grovelling in all
that we are in the creature, that we shall ever get a precious faith's view
of the immutability of our covenant God. Mutability belongs to that
which is created; immutability, of necessity, belongs to the great Oreator
of all. It is because our covenant God and Father is immutable that
the standing of the Ohurch is so secure. Nothing that changes can ever
mar the foundation upon which the glory of the Ohurch stands.

" Oh," says little-faith, "I fear you are beginning to mount so high
this morning that you will leave me behind." Doubtless little-faith
thinks this attribute of J ehovah is very mighty and very glorious; and
so it is: so mighty and so glorious that, if we attempt to fathom it, it
is like attempting to fathom a bottomless sea. But the reason why
little-faith is so tossed about is because he is looking at his own changes.
But, if he would get established in the fulness of the Gospel, it must be
only by looking at the immutability of tho character of Him who has
arranged the glorious plan of redemption, and folded it up in Himself.
Now, the little trembling godly fear you possess is the gift of God;
that feeble desire, that wish so weak, which proceeds out of your heart
comes from Him, for it is written, "Every good gift, and every perfect
gift, is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with
whom is no variablene88, neither 8hadow of turning."

Well, dear little-faith, have you not received some of those "good
gifts" which come down from the "Father of lights"? You could not
have the feeble desire without Him; you could not come, as the Greeks
did of old, saying, "Sir, we would see Jesus," if He did not draw you.
Why do you desire to see Him? :Why has His name become to you as
" ointment poured forth"? It is because you have tasted a little of the
blessedness of His love.

The little babe, as soon as it has tasted the food which nature has
provided for it, henceforth goes out in desire after it; so is it with the
feeblest lamb amongst us. As a new-born babe, he desires" the sincere
milk of the Word, that he may grow thereby" (1 Peter ii. 2).

Is not your 'language like that of the disciples of old, "Did not our
heart burn within us, while He talked with us by the way, and while
He opened to us the Scriptures?" (Luke xxiv. 32.) Is not your soul
desiring to feed 'upon the blessed d hidden manna," that you may eat,
and "drink, and forget your poverty, and remember your misery no
more"? (Prov. xxxi. 7.) Where can you find it? In the immutability of
our covenant God and Father in Ohrist. As I have said already, muta
bility belongs to the creature. Everything that is created changes; but
immutability belongs to God alone. All nature changes; everything
connected with time, our summers, our winters, our days, and our nights,

I
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and all things that are created, are ever changing; the world itself
underwent a mighty change when the flood took place; yet God changed
not. It was His own doing to mar all that He had created; and, to cause
a great change, He spake the word, and the dwellers upon earth were
swallowed up by the mighty waters. Yet in the ark He preserved His
own Ohurch-a little Ohurch-that from. Noah it might spread out
again, like a river that runs on, until at last it flows into the ocean of
eternity.

It is given us in the tenth verse of the last chapter of the second epistle
of Peter, "The day of the Lord will come as a thief in the ni~ht; in
the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements
shall melt with fervent heat; the earth also, and the works that are therein,
shall be burned up." Once ohanged by water, next changed by :&re!
When the ohange came by water, the great question with each one was,
"Am I in the ark?" Jehovah shut them into the ark; and those who
were thus shut in were the only ones who were saved when the flood
of waters came. And it will be the same when the great trumpet is blown,
and" the day of the Lord comes as a thief in the night." In Ohrist, or out
of Ohrist, will be the all-important question. "Looking for and hasting
unto the coming of the day of God; wherein the heavens being on fire
shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat." This
was what Paul had his eye fixed upon. He was ., looking for and hasting
unto the coming of the day of Ohrist" when he wrote, under the inspira
tion of the Holy Spirit, "Our light affliction, which is but for a moment,
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory." It
is but a moment at most, dear brother: the fire is already kindled, the day
will come, a moment more, and "the elements shall melt with fervent
heat. Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens
and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness" (2 Pet. iii. 12, 13).

How solemn, then, becomes the question, Am I in the ark? "Oh!"
says little-faith, "you make me tremble again." Oheer up, dear brother,
I would sooner be a little-faith with the root of the matter in my heart
than I would have the clearest notions of the world only in my head.

You are seeking the Lord Jesus Ohrist because you have tasted that
He is gracious. One blessed coming unto Him is worth more than all the
knowledge in the world put together. Your feeling your need of Ohrist
proves that you are not dead in sin; and, if not dead in sin, then you are
alive in Ohrist Jesus. As He gave Peter that look of love, so He looks
upon every poor Peter now; as He was in His condescension to Thomas,
He is just exactly the same now. You may say, "I cannot believe, I
want the sweet assurance of faith, but I cannot get hold of it;" He
will do the same by you as He did by Thomas, He will meet you in His
love and tElllderness, and you shall say. "My Lord and my God."

We read in the first chapter to the Hebrews, "And Thou, Lord, in the
beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are
the works of Thine hands: they shall perish, but Thou remainest
(because He is immutable) ; and they all shall wax old as doth a garment
(but He shall never wax old) ; and as a vesture shalt Thou fold them up,
and they shall be changed: but Thou art the same, and Thy years shall
not fail." This is the foundation upon which we build our little hope.

A ship, when in port, does not depend upon itself, for it is tossed about
with every wind that comes, but it depends upon its anchorage. So it is
with the child of God. It matters not whether he be a large vessel or a



200 The Gospel Magazine.

little vessel, when the storm comes, what is it that secures him? It is his
blessed anchorage, "tl,e immutability of His counsel."

Turn with me to Heb. vi. 16, "For men verily swear by the g-reater,
and an oath for confirmation is to them an end of all strife. Wherein
God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise the
immutability of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath." Here are two
immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie: His counsel
and His oath. You may change a thousand times a day: sometimes a
little hope, then again all hope seems gone. Dear brother, your anchor
is your hope, "which entereth into that within the veil, whither the
Forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an High Priest for ever
after the order of Melchisedec." You want to see your anchor; but, when , ,
the storm comes, the anchor is thrown overboard, and it holds fast by
the rock. We cannot see it, but we know, while it is fixed there, we are
sure, "that we might have strong consolation, who have iled for refuge to
lay hold on the hope set before us."

Who are they who have thus "fled for refuge to lay hold i:upon the
hope set before them"? All those who feel that without Christ they can
do nothing; all who feel that it is "of Him, and to Him, and through
Him are all things." It is just such poor needy ones who feel their need
of such an anchorage, who feel their need of holding fast upon the
faithfulness of the mighty God of J acob. What matter, though the
floods come, floods of temptation and distress? though the fire come,
the fire of persecution or whatever it may be? What matter, though it
be the last great fire which shall destroy all nature that it may be ,,)-
dressed again? For there shall be "new heavens and a new earth."
What matter if we know that we are in the ark, if we know that we are
not dead in sin? But if we f<3el the burden of it, if we know that we are
looking to the Lord Jesus Christ, if His name is as "ointment pourerl
forth" to us; if this be the case, we stand immutably secure upon the
very character and will of our covenant God.

"God is a Spirit "-a iJure Spirit. There is no amalgamation here.
Therefore being a pure Spirit, and an eternal Being, He must be ever the
same. What He was, that He is, and that He ever will be, necessarily
so. There can be no fJUch thing as God growing older; there can be no .
change in His age. Age refers to time, and time is one of His creatures,
which emanated from Himself. The moment will come when time itself
shall cease to exist; for" the angel shall stand with one foot upon the sea,
and the other upon the earth, and swear by Him that liveth for ever and • '.
ever that there shall be time no longer." All things with our covenant
God is one eternal now,

Moreover, He is not only eternal, but also infinite; therefore He cannot
change places. He cannot be in one place and not in another; for, being
infinite, He fills all space.

To my mind this is most glorious when we consider it with reference
to the second Person in the Trinity, equal with the Father in all His
glorious attributes, that He Himself has taken into union with His person
our very nature, and in that nature "fulfilled the law and made it
honourable," and then "put away our sins by the sacrifice of Himself."

Each divine Person is infinite in perfection; and this is the glory of the
three Persons, that they subsist in one glorious essence. This is' all bles
sedly revealed in the Word of God. Moreover, J ehovah is self-existent.
Th~!B is necessary to His immutability. Having no beginning, and having
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no end, unable to change, He is the self-existentlGod! The Father is sel£
existent, the Son self-existent, and the Holy Ghost self-existent; yet
there are not three self-existents, but one self-existent J ehovah.

It is upon the immutability of the three glorious Ones in this divine
Trinity that the hope of the child of God rests, and upon that alone;
and, since He is self-existent, all His attributes are self-existent attributes.
There is Ris love. Who shall measure the glory of His love? Yet we know
a little of it shed abroad in the heart. Moreover, it is the same with all
His attributes. But I like to begin with His love, because the love of
J ehovah was the centre upon which every blessing came to the Church
from all eternity. It was the love of the Father to the Son that made
Him say it was not meet that He should be alone, and made Him deter
mine to create for Him, or rather that the Son should come forth as the
working hand of J ehovah, and create for Himself, a helpmeet; it was
according to His love purpose that this helpmeet should be in Himself.
As Eve was in Adam before she was presented unto him, when in that
profound sleep he saw his Eve, he loooked upon her in all the love of his
heart and said, "Thou art bone of my bone, and flesh of my flesh; "
so I think Christ saw His bride when in His agony in the garden an
angel came from heaven to strengthen Him. I cannot question that He
'Saw her and loved her with an everlasting love, which no waters can
drown, which no floods can quench; He looked upon her as she will
encircle His glorious throne, or, rather, sit there and share it with Him.

We read in the eighth of Proverbs, "I was set up from everlasting,
'.. from the beginning, or ever the earth was." From everlasting the three

glorious Ones were holding communion with reference to the production
>of this helpmeet for the second Person in the Trinity. Thus the love of
the eternal Three was ever set upon the Church.

Beloved, these are truths which are immutable, and shall be so to all
eternity.

" Well," you will say, "if I could but realize these things, I should
not be the poor creature I am, bowed down like a bulrush." No,
dear brother, no more should I; it is only now and then that I get a
glimpse of "the Kin~ in His beauty, and the land that is very far off."

I know some infidels have endeavoured to prove that, as Christ came
-down and took our nature into union with Himself, this was a break iu
the immutability of J ehovah ; but they make a very great mistake: when
Christ gathered up our nature into union with His divine person, it made
no change in His nature. So, again, it has been endeavoured by some
infidels to prove that, from the fact of there being three Persons, there
is a change from Person to Person; but it is our blessedness to know
that, though there are three divine Persons, yet there is but one glorious
J ehovah, One in essence: there is no change in the essence. We may at
/)ne time address one Person in the Trinity, another time we may address
anotber; we may pray first to the Father, then we may pray to the Son,
and then to the Holy Ghost; but it makes no change in J ehovah: the
change is only with us. We cannot comprehend in our little dark minds
the fulness of the mi~hty Trinity; but how glorio1,1s is the thought that
all the attributes of this immutl1ble J ehovah are bound together on
behalf of the Church. His first attribute, which is everlasting love, acts
on all His other attributes. It was love acting upon His wisdom when
He designed that glorious plan which we call the covenant of grace, in
which He bound up the Church in the bundle of life with the Lord her

Q
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G~d. It was love acting upon His infinite power when He sent forth
HIS Son as the great Creator, that He might make known the mighty
power of Him who is "not ashamed to call us brethren; " yea, nearer
still, "Thy Maker is thy Husband; the LORD of Hosts is His name" (Isa.
liv.5). It was love acting upon His mercy (" the mercy of the LORD is JI'om
everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear Him") that, according to
His purpose and grace, the Church was permitted to fall in Adam earthy,
that the mercy of' J ehovah the Father might be manifested in sending
forth, in the fulness of time, Christ" made of a woman, made under the
law, to redeem them that were under the law" (Gal. iv. 4, 5). According
to His purpose in covenant, He came forth" in the likeness of sinful flesh,
and for sin damned sin in the flesh (I read according to Ooverdale's
translation), and ceased not until He cried, 'I have finished the work
which Thou gavest me to do.' "

How great the mercy! how great the grace! It was love acting upon
His holiness that madeit impossible for Him to receive into His embraces
a defiled or imperfect Church; 80 that He gave His only-begotten Son,
that He might lay upon His sacred head the sins of all those whom He
had given to Christ to ndeem; for they were God the Father's before
time in His foreknowledge, and Christ says, "All mine are Thine, and
Thine are mine, and I am glorified in them" (John xvii. 10), that He
might give them His spotless righteousness, in which they stand freely
justified from all things.

It is a glorious evidence, and proves to a demonstration the immuta
bility of the Father, that He should pluck His own beloved Son out of
His bosom, and plunge Him into the hell of His Church, because His love,
acting upon His holiness, made it absDlutely necessary; otherwise He
could not " present her unto Himself a glorious Church, without spot, or
wrinkle, or any such thing." .

When the Father saw Christ thus made sin, though He loved Him with
an infinite love which we can never measure, yet His love, acting upon
His mercy and upon His holiness, made Him turn His back upon His
Son. He left Him in darkness and misery for three hours, which made
Him cry out in His agony, "My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken
me ?" The only answer is, "I have forsaken Thee because I am immu
table in my love, in my mercy, and in my holiness; what I have said
shall be fulfilled: 'Smite the Shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered,
and I will turn mine hand upon the little ones' " (Zech. xiii. 7).

How many of us were gattlered into the one great fold when He thus
smote the Shepherd, and the sheep were scattered! It is only as we can
realize the immutability of the character of J ehovah thus that we can
see that His nature, His counsel, His purpose, His will, and all that He
contains, must necessarily be immutable in all respects.

Moreover, it was love acting upon His faithfulness, as we see it carried
out in its immutability in all the journeyings of the children of Israel.
How often was He compelled, in the midst of their rebellions, to smite
them, and to give them over into the hands of their enemies; yet nothing
changed His mind concerning the promises He had made to Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob; nothing could make Him cast off His people until
Ohrist came. And even now He holds His ancient people still in His hand;
the immutability of His counsel is still seen by their being scattered as
they are among all nations. He could not cast them away, neither will
He finally cast them away; but, when they shall turn to the Lord, the

. ,
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veil shall be taken away from their hearts. But we leave this
question.

We delight to trace throughout the Word of God the immutability of
the counsel of J ehovah, as it is most clearly set forth, especially His
faithfulness to His promises.

Now, dear brothel', in looking thus at the glorious subject, the immu
tability of our covenant God, how does it make every promise shine with
infinite glory. Has He not said, "I will never leave you, I will never
forsake you"? Has He not said, "Can a woman forget her sucking
child, that she should not have compassion on the son of her womb?
yea, they may for~et, yet will I not forget thee. Behold, I have graven
thee upon the palms of my hands; thy walls are continually before me " ?
The Lord help you to look at every precious promise He has given us,
and to see that, because He is immutable and cannot change, "therefore
the sons of Jacob are not consumed."

Again, if we look at all the glorious doctrines that are contained in
His precious Word, they are the same. If you begin at Genesis, and go
to the end of Revelation, you will find there is one glorious chain of
doctrine running through the whole-TIlE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD.

Dear brother, the Lord help you to rejoice with me in the immutability
of the precious doctrines He has given us. There can be no change in
these old-fashioned doctrines. Man may change, and he may endeavour
to change the doctrines, but he cannot touch that which is as immutable
as God Himself; for they are but a transcript of the mind of J ehovah of
all those purpOS6s which He formed in His mind before the foundation
of the world.

I dare say the Lord's dear children, in looking back upon their past
experience, wonder sometimes that the Lord should bear with all their
bad manners in the wilderness; but we must not look into ourselves for
the reason; the counsel of God stands upon the immutability of His
character: "I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of J acob are
not consumed."

How gloriously does all meet in that one great centre. All the fnlness
of the Father's love, all the glory of Christ's work of redemption, and
all the blessed power of the Spirit in the application of it to the hearts
of the children of God-we see that it all centres in this one grand attri
bute of our covenant God, His immutability.

In our day the Spirit is very little talked about, except as an emanation
from the Father, but it is all because of the blindness of men's minds.
The Spirit knew what the Father had determined to do, He knew what
the Son had engaged to accomplish, and "holy men of old wrote as they
were moved by the Holy Ghost." It is the Spirit that helpeth the infir
mities of the child of God now. It is the same glorious Spirit that caufOed
Abraham to see the ram caught in the thicket, as a type of Christ, who
in the days of His flesh said, "Abraham rejoiced to see my day, and he
saw it, and was glad." It is the same Holy Comforter that opened the
understanding, and revealed such mysteries to Solomon. It is the same
glorious Holy Comforter that revealed all mysteries to Isaiah, enabling
him to testify of Christ. It is the same Holy Comforter that instructs
us, and shows us that "our spot is the spot of God's people;" and, as
He covenanted to bring down to us the glorious testimony of that love
letter of our Lord Jesus Christ, so He has preserved it, and will preserve
it, in spite of the devil in lawn sleeves. It is the same Holy Comforter

Q2
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that will go with us through the river of Jordan. It is the same glorious
Comforter that illuminates our minds, enabling us to take in that which
is above reason concerning the love of our precious Lord Jesus Christ,
for it is the love of God. It is beginning to bubble up a little now, and
we look forward to the time when He shall present us to Himself,
"without spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing."

"My soul anticipates the day,
Would stretch her wings and soar away;
The song to aid, a palm to bear,
And bow the chief of sinners there."

THORNS!

(IIoSEA ii. 14, 15.)

HEDGED up with thorns has ev'ry
path

Of life's sad journey been; .
I've weeping trod each toilsome road,

'Mid ev'ry change of scene.

Earth has, alas! no place of rest:
'Tis yearned for but in vain.

A thorn·cleared ground will ne'er be
found

Till paradise we gain.

I thank Thee, Lord, for opened eyes,
This solemn truth to own:

The will each day that hedged my
way

With thorns was Thine alone!

'Gainst me were planted by Thy hand
The thol'ns my feet tbat tore;

Better the smart if but Thy heart
Be mine for evermore.

Allured by Thee, content am I
In desert to abide;

The world to flee: for, if with Thee,
All hopes are satisfied.

I hang upon Thy gracious word,
That Thou wilt comfort speak.

Each thorn-hedged path no sign of I
wrath,

My l"est in Thee I seek.

Blest dwelling.place, the wilderness!
Soul comfort there to prove!

Ob, joy supreme! cheered by the beam
Of everlasting love!

Since Thou the way hast hedged with
thorns,

My patbs I would not find.
If free to choose, I'd cboice refuse

To Thy dear will resigned.

Oh! I have felt so much alone,
In rugged paths I've trod;

Bnt 'tis a rest past utt'rance blest,
To be alone with God!

With living water let my thirst
Of spirit quenched be!

Saviour, Thy blood the cleansing
flood,

My soul from stains to free!

Close to Tby side the desert through,
Oh, keep me by Thy grace!

Should flesh prove weak, still let me
seek

Thy blessed footsteps' trace!

When onward, still allured by Thee,
I reach the glory home,

My heart will swell with joy to tell
The thorn-strewn way I've come!

D. H.

.,

" I CAN only say that in Christ and· Him crucifi('cl is aU my salvation
and all my desire." "Yes," said Lady P-- "that is as He would
~,ave i~, t~at all. bU~ Himself ~hould be as noth.i~g." "Oh,".he replied,

nothmg, Ilothmg, I sweep lt nIl away. He lS all my salvatJOn and all
my desire."-Rea1··4dm£ral Sir W. EdwanZ Pan·y.
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EXTRAOT FROM REV. S. A. WALKER'S ANNUAL ADDRESS

TO THE MEMBERS OF HIS CONGREGATION.

I THINK, dear frielids, I can speak of our blessings in connection with St.
Mary-Ie-Port Ohurch without reserve, although I am the minister there,
and the services through which blessings may be expected to come mUEt
be very much what the minister makes them. Yet I feel assured that
the only part committed to me, in connec.tion with your eternal intflrests, is
to lead you in the prescribed prayers of the Ohurch to administer honestly
the appointed ordinances, and to proclaim in your hearing the everlasting
Gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. I claim no power of
spiritual performance in this, no ability to work in you or for you to
your soul's salvation. That must be the office of the Holy Spirit, who is
in our days fulfilling His part in the work of redemption, namely,
appropriating the Father's love and the Son's grace, and fitting hearts
and souls to receive the divine message and to become partakers of
redemption and its fruits.

I am convinced that man, whether lay or ministerial, utterly miscalcu
lates his powers when he thinks himself equal to any part of converting
or saving work. He can, by God's grace, be instrumental to conversion
by conveying in words to his fellow-man a knowledge of God's plans
and performances in Jesus Ohrist, or strengthening and edifying the souls
of those to whom the Holy Ghost has savingly conveyed that knowledge;
but there his power begins and ends. The word and the Spirit entering
together constitute the awakening and renewing power, and they act
accordingto God's eternal purpose in Ohrist Jesus. Man has his work-and
he must see·to it that it be fultilled-namely, to communicate to his fellow
man what he has himself been taught of God's savmg truth. He must
prodaim it to all within his reach, without distinction, because he is no
more authorized to judge between man and man than he is empowered to
operate upon their hearts and consciences. God alone is the Judge. He
will have mercy upon whom He will have mercy. God is the power; and
who hath ever resisted His will ?

What you and I have to do, my dear friends, is to protest by all avail
able means against honouring the creature in such a way as to derogate
from the honour due to the Oreator alone. I should be sorry to think
there WitS a single intelligent person who ever attended one of our services
in St. Mar.y-Ie-Port unobservant of the fact that God, Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost, is the Alpha and the Omega-the first and the last-of our
proceeding;:; there; and this simply because it marks the character of
the religion which we profess and cultivate; and my heart's desire and
prayer to God is that it be ever thus-that, while the human element in
our services retires persistently and of purpostl into the shade, the divine
may ever reign exclusively and supreme, attracting every eye and engaging
every heart.

It is because I attach so much importance to this principle that I am
studiously anxious to exclude from our restored church everything calcu
lated to invite attention to human ability or human merit, either sacra
mental symbols that imply a spiritual power attaching to certain offices or
performances, or representations in painting or sculpture intending to
commemorate the virtues of certain saints, martyrs, or spiritual dignitaries,
who, if they deserved the regard in which they are held, would be the
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first to repudiate with righteous indignation such a profanation of God's
name and worship as the introduction of painting or statuary, dedicated
to them into a house set apart for the worship of J ehovah and the pro
clamation of His Word, in which He says, " I am the Lord (or J ehovah) ;
that is my name: and my glory will I not give to another, neither my
praise to graven images" (Isa. xlii. 8). .

It is to the credit of our Reformation Church that the very word" altar"
was of purpose expung€!d from our Prayer Book, and is not to be found
therein; thus showing that she provides no place for any sacrificial per
formance, and that, if men in her communion are desirous of magnifying
themselves by the assumption of priestly functions, they should honestly
go outside the Church for the indulgence of such an unscriptural longing,
their not finding within her pale the very first requisite of a sacrif;ice,
namely, an altar on which to offer it.

* % * * * * * % %
Nothing like this mingled buffoonery and blasphemy is to be found in

the teaching or practice of our Lord and His apostles, simply because the
religion which they represented did not admit of it. Jesus offered one
perfect, all· sufficient sacrifice for His Church: He died and rose, and then
sat down on the right hand of God, having once and for ever redeemed
His people, having paid all their penalties and satisfied all God's right(,ous
demands against them. Thus He left no place in His scheme for any
sacrifice subsequent to His own. He fulfilled all the Jewish saarifices, He
absorbed into Himself all the priesthood of the Levitical law, and He
washed away once and for ever all the sins, original and actual, of those
whom He came to save, from the creation to the judgment. Christ's
work is done. Now the Holy Ghostfulfils His office in the application of
the work, by the written and preached Word, to the heart of the erring
child, who is thereby brought back to the arms of a loving Father, and
made conscious by Him of eternal life. This life is now to be proclaimed
throughout the earth. It is to be told to every human being how God
has fulfilled His plans and purposes in Jesus, and how Jesus is "exalted
to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance and the forgiveness of
sins," so that all who feel their need of such provisions of mercy may
come to Him and be abundantly supplied out of His fulness. God has
also graciously provided His believing people with ordinances, emblematic
of their enjoyed blessings in Him, that their souls may be refreshed by
a continual remembrance and realization of His gifts in Jesus.

We know that from the earliest times believers in Jesus assembled
themselves together for instruction, for breaking of bread, and prayer.
All this was very simple and unpretending, requiring no artistically
constructed buildings, with internal arrangements suited to the perform
ance of rites of which no mention is made in the New Testament. An
upper room, a schoolroom, a portico, a cave, a field, a mountain-side, or
any convenient place where a number of people could assemble, either
indoors or out, sufficed for the purpose. So little did the character of the
place concern the worshippers in the early days of Christianity that it
has beenforlong, and is now, a matter of controversy whether in the first
two or three centuries there were any buildings answering to the character
of Christian churcJtes at all; and even those who think they can prove that
there were admit that they were merely wooden structures, differing little
from sheds-of the rudest character inside and out. It was not until the
reign of Constantine the Great, who himself professed Christianity, and
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was the first Roman emporor that did so, that churches, in our sense of
the word, began to be built, and to exercise the talents of the architect,
sculptor, and decorator; but then Ohristianity was elevated from a dungeon
to a throne, from humiliation and suffering to distinction and luxury; and,
it must be added, from lowly companionship with Ohrist to proud alliance
with antichrist. Very quickly, under imperial patronage, Ohristianity,
in its character and its outward and visible signs, followed suit. We
cannot study J e us and His apostles, as representatives of the religion
which they inculcated, withont feeling assured that Ohristianity was
never intended to commend itself to the tastes and feelings of fallen man;
but by its own inherent supernatural power, exercised through the Word
that proclaimed it, made acceptable to those for whom it was intended,
not by accommodating itself to them, but by the Spirit's work in their
hearts accommodating them to it. The latter view was that presented
in the doings and sayings of the Lord and His followers; the former was
adopted when blind and ambitious teachers sought not to take out of the
world a peoplefor the name of Jesus, but to bring the world, with all its
hostility to spiritual things, unto the Ohurch, which could not be done
without the Ohurch assuming such features as the world would accept.

No one admires a well-constructed, neat, convenient, comfortable church
more than I do. I utterly repudiate what is unsightly to the eye or
offensive to the taste in the construction and internal arran~ement of the
house ·of God. I desire a church to look like a church, and to reflect the
respect and regard which Ohristian worshippers should entertain and
exhibit for the place where they assemble to meet with their Lord and
Saviour, to address their heavenly Father in His name, and to sing praises
to the Triune J ehovah ; and I am now deeply interested in the restoration
of our own church, that nothing should be omitted that may minister to
the respect which we owe to the God of our salvation, or to the con
venience and comfort of those who worship there; but I utterly abhor all
superstitious emblems and devices, and by God's grace I never will be a
party to the introduction of imagery of any kind into my church, whether
by sculpture or painting; and while occupying a church that has a
chancel I will endeavour to serve in it with as little reference as possible
to the monstrous dogma which such structures were originally intended
to support. I will not directly nor indirectly countenance the notion of an
altar in a Protestant place of worship. I sincerely hope that nothing in
our restored church will bear any aspect bttt that which is in strict
harmony with the evangelical character of our Articles and Sunday
services, and with the doctrines of grace, which I trust will ever be
preached from St. Mary-le-Port pulpit. You may be assured, my dear
1riends, that we shall not displace the time aud place-honoured Oreed,
Lord's Prayer, and Ten Oommandments, to make room for a reredos,
whether of painting, or tinsel, or of carved ston~.

Time, dear friends, is passing, and eternity is in view; unmistakable
signs of coming momentous events warn us that God's great providential
wheels are rapidly revolving, and the end of all things is at hand. The
King of Glory will soon be at the doors. May we recognise Him as our
expected Bridegroom, and with our trimmed lamps be ready to go forth
and meet Him. Oh, with what joy should I behold you all, my dear
people, at His right hand in that great day. God grant that it may be
so, for Jesus Ohrist's sake.-Your affectionate Pastor,

SAXUEL ABRAlIAM WALKER.
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SUPPORT IN LIFE AND SUOOOUR IN DEATH.

"I AM HAPPY, HAPPY! I SEE JESUS AND THE DOOR OF HEAVEN OPEN FOR 'Ile!"
-The last words of the late Mt's. Sa1lclay.

" J eSllS, the vision of Thy face
Hath overpow'ring- charms;

ScarcA shall I feel Death's cold embrace,
If Ohrist be in my arms." (l'

OH, to have Ohrist when death come.'! What a mercy indeed! No fear
then! no dread! no alarm! And yet God's children, for the most part,
are full of fears as to how it will be with them in a dying hour. And
although the Lord has promised to be with His people-and He was
never known to break His promise or not fulfil those He has made-
still they are full of fears as to how it will be with then in the swellings of
Jordan. But here is a precious word to allay their fears: "Fear thou not;
for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthon
thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand
of my righteousness." Is there any child of God can say they have
ever found the Lord/ail tbem? tbat He has not been as good, yea, bette)'
tban His word? Have tbey not found Him help them, and strengthen ~

them, and uphold them? The sting of death is sin. If we know that our
sins are washed away by the precious blood of Jesus, death can have
no sting for us, and we can say with the Apostle, "0 death, where is thy
sting? 0 grave, where is tby victory?" Or, as has been beautifully ren-
dered, "0 death, thou hast no sting! 0 grave, thou hast no victory!"

" If sin be pardoned, I'm secure;
Death has no sting beside:

The law gave sin its damning power,
But Christ my ransom died."

Yet still nature shrinks from deatb, and we want to be l'id of tb~

slavish fears and bondage we are so often in. How blessed it is, then, to·
know, and to realize in our own souls, that Jesus came to "deliver them
who tbrough fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage." But
the Lord is pleased to often let His cbildren be deeply exercised and tried.
so that they may caU upon Him. Wben we are not tried and troubled
about anything, the Lord does not so often hear from us, except in a
formal way. But as soon as ever affiiction, and trouble, and trial come,
and death is near, we are driven, from necessity, to cry to the Lord.
whose ear is ever ready to hear the cry of His children, and loves to heal'
it. "The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth, and delivereth them out of
all their troubles." He is "mg.~ unto all them that call upon Him, to all
that call upon Him in truth." .

But how terrible must death be to those who have no God, no Sariour,.
t nd no heaven!

" Death! 'tis a me1ancholy day
To those who have no God,

When the poor soul is forcet1 away
'1'0 seek her last abode."

Apparently the worldling and the wicked seem to have more peace
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in their end than the righteous often have. The ungodly seem to have no.
fears, while the godly are full of fears. They feel their own sinfulness
and guilt before God, SI) that, if He were to deal with thflm as they deserve,
they would be for ever cast away; while the ungodly feel not their sin,
or that they are sinners, so have no fears. Satan has no need to trouble
those whom he has safe in his hands. But God's children he plagues and
worries, because he cannot have them.

Death has la~ely been commissioned to come and take from me a most
dear and precious one-the partner of my joys and sorrows; and oh! what
a breach and blank it has made none can know but those who have
had to-pass through the same deep waters. But" bless the Lord, 0 my
soul, and all that is within me bless His holy name." I do desire to thank
Him, bless Him, and praise Him fOl' His ~tjJholding, sustaining, and CO!it-

forting mercy and love to the dear departed one, and to the writer, too,_
who has found Him and proved Him to be what He has so blessedly
promised to be-i' a very present help in time of trouble." A God at hand,
and not afar off! And, "like as a father pitieth his children. so the Lord
pitieth them that fear Him." If He smdes with one hand, He upholds witb.
the other; if He causeth the outward man to perish, the inward man He
reneweth day by day; and, if our aJflictions abound, so doth our consolations
abound also. I desire to exalt and magnify the riches of graces in Jesus
in her that is taken from me to be now for ever with Him whom, not
having seen with the eyes of flesh, and since but with the eyes of faith,_
she loved, and with whom she is now rejoicing with "joy unspeakable
and full of glory."

She never thought, nor did I, that her end was so near, not being
laid aside a month, and my duty called me away the whole time,
with the exception of coming three times from Saturday till Monday.
A. bad bilious attack began, which ended in jaundice, and that in heart
dIsease and dropsy, which put an end to her sufferings, and they were
very great.

Through all her illness her calmness, quietness, and patience were
remark~ble, proving the truth of that precious promise, "Thou wilt
keep hIm in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee, because
he trusteth in Thee." And all through her sufferings I never
heard one murruuring word, nor aught approaching to it. She once said
to me, "I cannot think, I cannot think why I am brought so low." I
said, ""'VeIl, I will tell you. It is that you may have to say with one of old).
'I was brought low, and He helped me.' It is thus you will find that
all your help and hope must come from Him. He alone can help you, and
will help you." And, blessed be His holy name, He did indeed help her.
Although she never uttered one murmuring word against the Lord in
afflicting her, I felt she might have even a tlwugM in her heart, and that
I could not bear she should have against the Lord. So I put the question
pointedly to her in these words, "My dearest one, have you any fault to
rind with the Lord for dealing thus with you ?" She answered, "No,
none, none!" I said, "Oh, let us bless and praise the Lord for that. I
am. so ~)l~ased to hear youjustij// the Lord in all He has done to you,
whICh lS In mercy and love. Because, if He were to cut us off, and cast us
out of His sight into outer darkness, where is 'weeping, and wailing, and
gnashing of teeth,' He would be righteous in so doing. It is just what
our sins and our iniquities have deserved." She said, "Yes, it is what
my sins have deserved;" and, to show how her hope and trust were in and
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on the Lord, a neighbour said to her one day, when she found her so very
ill, "Why don't you send for Mr. Sanday ? you are so very ill. He would
be such a comfort to you now." "Yes," she saiil, "I know it, and he is a
great comfort to me, and is so good to me, and comes all he can; but, if I
send for him, it might take my heart more from Jesus, and I do not want
that. The Lord is so good to me, and so kind. I do love Him." Her reli
gion was not one of talk, or profession, but one of heart, quiet, personal
intercourse with the Lord-a woman of few words; and not being English,
but Swiss, it was difficult for her sometimes to make herself understood
in English, and those who have not well known her have often misunder
stood and misconstrued her words and meaning entirely. She loved
those who loved the Lord Jesus Christ, of whatever name or tongue they
were.

The little Baptist Chapel in Tonbridge she always attended with me
when I was staying here, and the ministry of Mr. Clifford she profited
under, as well as other good men. That form of worship she liked best, as
she said it was more simple, and like her own in Switzerland. But sho
had not the least objection to church, and often accompanied me when
her health and strength would permit of a long walk.

In speaking of her blessed and peaceful end, Mr. Clifford alluded to it in
his sermon the following Lord's-day. He said, "Our friend is gone. I never
had the pleasure or opportunity of sreaking to her; but from what I have
seen and noticed in her, while the Word was spoken, I should judge she had
the life of God blessedly in her soul. I have seen the tears often flow down
her face, which speaks more for her than if she had spoken for herself,
and, as a proof of it, she has made a most blessed end (quoting her
dying words). Oh, how highly favoured was she, to see Jesus waiting to
receive her, and heaven opened for her !"

(To be conti1i!lCd.)

Canliff.

"REJOICING IN HOPE."

SAFE for eternity! oh, wondrous thought!
My soul, sing what the love of God has wrought.
What matters it, though all the world should frown,
If Jesus me receives and makes His own?
His precious lips pronounced the loving word,
And shall I doubt the grace I now record?
Ah, no! His wisdom meted out the plan
To save His child, and well I know He can.
The covenant is signed, and sealed, and sure;
'Twas ratified by blood, and made secure,
'l'hat all who" hear the Son, and God believe,"
The" everlasting life," even now, receive.
Oh, let me tell the tidings all around,
And the redeem~d reverberate the sound,
That none shall into condemnation fall
Who self renounce, and trust in Christ for all.
In fellowship with Him here may we walk,
His image bear, and of His person talk,
Till, by-and-bye, upon the heavenly strand,
One family, " complete in Him," we stand.

J. P. O.
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L" ANT MEMO E.- o. V.
I HAVE some v 1'y 1 nsant memories of b 1 I hftve read, and the
circumstanc a \ll1dn which I have read th Books! who does not
love them wh ) v s knowledge and hates i nOranco? Yet there are
bookS it is intul to love, as they are danger us to the best interests of
the soul to I' ad.

I h6ard 0. mini t l' once counsel young men to r ad very thing. I was
young my 1£ at the time, but my judgment rev lted at the idea, and,
great as my thir t has been for knowledge, I have liv d long enough to
prove that pr Iitable reading must be select reading, and that it is quite
possible to imbibe poison from books as it is to become intoxicated with
strong wat l·S. .

I do not wish it to be understood that I have been a great reader, yet
have I pI asant memories of books I have read.

I shall not soon forget the pleasure, and I trust profit, I had in
reading the "Life of Brainard." It made me long for that spirit of
self-abnegation he possessed, the spirit of his Master which he evinced
in his love for precious souls, and in his labours in preaching the Gospel
to the North American Indians.

About the same time the "Life of Henry Martyn " was introduced to
me, by a dear friend, and was much enjoyed and blessed as a means of
stirring my soul to longings for usefulness in the cause of truth and in
the kingdom of Christ.

I have also vivid remembrance of blessing in reading John Bunyan's
" Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners." It was brought to me at
a time when I was panting for God, when I was longing to know Him
to be my God, when my soul yearned for His salvation more than for
my necessary food; aud it afforded me strong grounds of hope that I
might one day realize what he did, peace and pardon through the blood
of the Lamb.

But far more precious to me was a book which my dear father gave
me (I am speaking now of the time when I was about from sixteen to
eighteen years of age); this was the "Life of John Bunyan." I have,
unfortunately, lent and lost it, but the memory of the pleasures I
enjoyed in reading it I shall, I trust, never lose, especially the account
he gives of his joining the Ohurch; when he saw the Lord's people
sitting on the sunny sidl) of a hill, surrounded by a wall which divided
him from them; when, at last, after long waiting and longing, he found
a small aperture" through which," he says, "by sidelong striving I
got through and went and sat down among them." This exactly described
my own experience in a similar case.

Nor can I ever forget the .joy of salvation which for awhile lighted
up my soul in reading the Oonfession of Joseph Hart, especially the
counsel the Lord gave him in regard to his acceptance as a poor guilty
sinner-

" Leave thine own works, bad or good,
And trust alone in Jesu's blood."

And those lines, oh, how precious they were to me I can never tell

" While I was yet a great way off,
He ran, and on my neck He fell.

My short distress He judged enough,
And snatched me from the brink of hell.
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" What an amazing change was here!
I looked for hell, He brought me heaven.

• Cheer up,' said He, , dismiss thy fear;
Cheer up; thy sins are all forgiven.'

" I would object; but faster much
He answered, 'Peace!' 'What! meP' 'Yes, thee!'

'But my enormous crimes are such '-
'I give thee pardon, full and free.'

." But for the fut.ure, Lord! '-' I am
Thy ~reat salvation, perfect, whole. ,,\

Behold, thy bad works shall not damn,
Nor can thy good works save thy soul.

" , Renounce them both. Myself alone
Will for thee work, and in thee, too.

Henceforth I make thy cause my own,
And undertake to bring thee through.'''

I have wept, cried, and prayed over those words, and longed for the time
when I should taste the joy of that complete salvation.

Other memories I have, and pleasant ones, of other readings, which
were as draughts of the river of the water of life to my thirsty sonl.

I may in&tance dear Swain on Redemption; House's poems; the
works of John Ryland, his poems especially; a tract of Dr. Hawker's on
the "Glory of Christ" was food and drink for many a day; Hussey's
" Glory of Christ," and Ambrose's " Looking to Jesus."

Mter I had come to an experience of the love and mercy of God in
Christ Jesus, and my heart long-ed for perfect knowledge of salvation's
scheme as revealed in the Word, I found in Dr. Gill's "Body of
Divinity," and his" Commentary on Solomon's Song," a rich feast of
love. '£he first I never possessed, but I had access to a beautiful edition,
and it has often been my companion two hours before eight in the
morning, when I had to go to work.

Some of those seasons are indeed pleasant memories. The Lord s(}
blessed the words read that they were engrafted in the soul, and, not.
being a dry study for learning's sake, the soul was profited, ancl I was
unconsciously preparing for the public work to which the Lord after- I
wards called me. - \r

So eager was I to study these and other precious books thrown in my
way, that I relinquished four per cent. weekly of my wages during one·
whole winter that I might have a day out of the six for study; and right
glad was I of the privilege.

After all-and this is but a small part of what I might say-the
sweetest, pleasantest memories of all are those I have in reading ana'
meditation of the Book of books-the Bible. This was my companion
from my youth, and its precious contents have been a rich source of ~

consolation, direction, warning, instruction, and encoUl'agement.
No book in the world can afford to the Christian such delight as the

Book of God, and I account for the fact th!\ot I never could go with the
popular stream, drink into the new theologies of the times, conform
to the new-fangled notions and customs of modern churches, on the
ground of the thorough drenching I had in my early days in thoso
precious waters of life-the Holy Scriptures.
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For instance, in reading a most clever work of the late John Stevens
on that fatal error (in my judgment at least it is so), "The Pre-existence
of the Human Soul of Christ," I feel sure I should have drank at once
into the notion-so specious are the arguments-but for the crowding in
upon the mind, while reading it, of portions of the Word which served
as antidotes to the poison.

I might instance other cases. I would, therefore, counsel my dear
young friends to "search the Scriptures," and, above all, to seek to read
them for the love of them.

I know this is a gracicus gift; but I remember a saying of a cele
brated preacher, Mr. Kinghorn, of Norwich, to a youth who was under
his care. He said to him one day, "Simon, do you ever pray?" The
question rather staggered the youth, when his friend and guardian said,
" Wllat is worth having is worth asking for;" and from that hour the youth
began to pray, and grew up a praying, God-fearing man, and died in the
faith of Jesus. .

There is so much nowadays of the school study of the Bible that the
old Bible love, for the Book's sake, for Christ's sake, for the soul's sake,
is very rare, compared with the multitude that make the Bible a book
for speculative study. The time is fast hastening when all such specu
lative students of God's Word will be, with their works, tried in the fire.
The aspect of the times portends, I think, a trial of faith; the faith
.that is in the world, which will greatly diminir,;h the bulk of professors,
and leave in the midst of'the world an affiicted and poor people, who will
trust in the name of the Lord.

When the several divisions of the great army of the false church are
united, and the Christian world becomes once more a unit under the
headship of "the prince of the power of the air," whether the visible
headship be the Pope of Rome or some infidel monarch, then will the
true Church of Christ be outside the great confederacy-thrust out, and
the armies of the foe will compass the beloved: city to destroy it. But
God will save His own, and destroy His enemies and theirs by "the breath
of His mouth and the brightness of His coming."

But I call to mind I am writing memories, not forecasting the future;
yet suffer the word of exhortation: "For wherewithal shall a young
man cleanse his way but by taking heed thereto, according to Thy word?"

Wishing my readers every new covenant blessing from the fountain
of life, Amen.

Blackmore. WILLIAM:.

JESUS ONLY.
" Let Him Mss me with tlte kisses of His moztth." " His moutll is most swed."

-CANTICLES.

THE Canticles, or Song of Solomon, is a mine of wealth, much less fre
quently explored than it would be, we think, were it not for the difficulty
of approach to it. Its mode of express~'on is not attractive to some readers,
even among Christians, if not far advanced, 'but, where its truths have
been experienced in connection with only moderate intellectual knowledge,
we hesitate not to say that many parts, at least, have often proved" manna
to the hungry soul;" for no part of Scripture breathes more sweetly and
fully the fervency of Christ's love than this" Song 0f Songs."
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We have selected two short sentences as an aid to a few thoughts
which, we trust, may be accepted by Him who does not" despise the day
of small things." .

Among earthly friends even, a kiss is the expression of favour and
affection. How high an estimate does a loving child, for instance, form
of the kiss of a tender, affectionate parent ~ And is it not now, as ever,
the oft-repeated prayer of God's family, "Let Him kiss me with the kisses
of His mouth" ? the plural number being used, indicative of the desire for
repeated assurances of His great, though undeserved, love. And, as im
plied in the other sentence, "His mouth is most sweet," they want Him
to TELL them so. Ah, it is still true, "never man spake like this Man! "
And how precious and numerous are the gracious utterances of His lips to
His spouse, not only in the Canticles, but like a golden thread binding
the" thoughts He thinks toward us" throughout all the revelation He
has made of Himself in His Word! Listen for a moment, dear reader,
to one or two of His tender utterances. "As the Father bath loved me, 80

have I loved you." "Let not your heart be troubled," &c. "Peace I leave
with you; my peace I give unto you." " Let not your heart be troubled,
neither let it be afraid." " Greater love hath no man than this, that a
man lay down his life for his friend. Ye are my friends, if ye do what
soever I command you." "Fear not, little flock, it is your Father's good
pleasure to give you the kingdom." And a multitude beside these, with
which it would be well if we were more familiar.

Even the Old Testament saints entered into the spirit of the above texts.
Hence David says, "How sweet are Thy words unto my taste; yea,
sweeter than honey to my mouth." "The law of Thy mouth is better unto
me than thousands of gold and silver." And Jeremiah said, "Thy words
Were found, and I did eat them, and Thy word was unto me the joy and
rejoicing of my heart."

Thus the Bridegroom and the bride-the Lord and His people-evince
a tender reciprocity of interest. If the bride humbly pray, "I.Jet my
Beloved come into His garden, and eat His pleasant fruit," the loving
response is, "I am come into my garden, my sister, my spouse!" So does
He "u'ait, that He may be gracious." Oh, for grace to say, "I am my
Beloved's, and my Beloved is mine!"

But we would not forget that some timid believer is reading these lines,
perhaps, and saying, "I would, if I possessed it, lay the world at is
feet, to be able to say that!"· Would you, dear reader? Well, if you
cannot say that of Him, hear what He says of you: "0 my dov, that
ar~ in the clefts of ~he rock, ~et me see thy countenance, let me h ar thy
VOICe; for sweet IS thy VOICe, and thy countenance is cOrn ly!" And
methinks you can, in a few simple verses, reply-

"Who, who has seen my Saviour?
Ob, have you heard His voice?

Tell me where I may find Him,
How in His smile rejoice!

" His ev'ry word is music,
His Dame most fragrant is;

'1'is like to perfume wafted
Fresh from the bowers of bliss.

Card~fj

"The Chief among t n thousand;
His count nanc is fair,

And altog tb r lovely;
None with Him can compare.

"This, this is the Beloved,
,t\nd this the changeless Friend,

WJth whom I hope in glory
Eternity to spend."

J. P.
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PASSING WORDS TO FELLOW-TRAVELLERS.
TO THE DELOVED "WAYSIDE NOTES" WElTER.

DEA.R BROTHER,-Deeply-yea, most deeply-do we sympathize with
you in the cup you are called to drink; but be it yours increasingly to
remember from whose hand you re~eive it. It is that of a Father, and
what a Father! As a husband and a father, you kr:ow personally what
the tenderest creature sympathies are. In that twofold relation the
8ympathies are distinct, but how real, and how drawn out according to
circumstances! In Him who stands related to us as Husband, Father,
Brother, Friend, what a blessed combination of sympathies have we; all
united for the rich display of His wisdom, power, and love, and all
ministering to our numberless necessities, as they present themselves
before Him, in our variecl position of bride, child, brother, or friend.
Our condition and our necessities are so exactly what harmonize with
what He has in reserve-yea, what He is prepared and delighted-to
bestow. Our folly, beloved brother, is in so continuously attempting to
think of our God as we do of one another; and hence, instead of construing
each trial and every perplexity as a kinn and gracious intimation from
our best Friend, that He would see and hear from us, we seek to manage
matters as best we can for ourselves; and a miserable-but, nevertheless,
a merciful-failure it is. It is time, dear brother, that we han "learnt
by the things .which we suffer;" but, alas! if it is with you as it is with
ourselves, continually we find that we are at the old work again of
mending and patcllif1g! Fools that we are, that we should not have had
a surfeit long, long ago, of our old Adam self, assume he what garb he
may, or dress himself after whatever fashion. Perhaps he pretends to
the mcek, the gentle, the amiable; it is only, however, playing the
hypocrite if he does. What he was, he is, and will be to the end; and
well may we suspect him at all times and seasons. If seemingly passive
and quiet, we may rest assured it is only a calm before a storm-Satan
lulling us into a species of carnal security, in order that he may after
wards make the more deadly on8laught upon our poor fallen nature; for
well indeed does he know that in that fallen nature of ours he has
always a willing and an active ally. There was One, and only One, that
could ever say, "The prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing zlt
me."

Ah, dear brother, the public press has of late teemed with that trial of
world-wide notoriety about the personality of the devil. Well do we
know that suuh an unscriptural dogma of his non-personality never would
have been broached, if so be the Word had been spoken to the objector
which was addressed to Peter, "Simon, Simon, Satan hath desired to
have thee, that he may sift thee as wheat; but I have prayed for thee
that thy faith fail not; and when thou art converted, strengthen thy
brethren." Be it ours, dear brother, to wait and watch the issue of the
present state of things with regard to that vast agitation of the public
mind, and of one mourning congregation in particular. That issue has
not come yet. In His own time and in His own way, God will establish
His own Word, defend His own truth, and appear on behalf of him who
has been iealous with a godly jealousy for His -honour. Were the choice
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given us in whose place we would stand, the winner or the loser according
to man's estimate of things, it would not take a second moment to decide
with regard to that choice. That is a precious saying of the prophet:
"Rejoice not against me, 0 mine enemy," &c. (see Micah vii. 8-10).
The Lord allows some men to go to greater extremes than others, that
ultimately His hand, in a way of rebuke and indignation, should be the
more marked and unquestionable. Such facts may well brin~ us to this
-conclusion, that it is infinitely better to be kept down and well-ballasted
with care, sorrow, perplexity, and trial, so that we may of necessity be
kept dependent upon the Lord, and continuously resorting to a throne
.of grace, than be left in positions wherein human wisdom, creature pride,
and antagonism to God's simple and most clearly-revealed truth, are I.'
fostered and indulged. Well, indeed, may we exclaim-

" But more the treacherous calm I dread
Than tempests bursting o'er my head."

But, apart from these considerations, there is one thing, dear brother,
that strikes us from time to time with great force-it is the passive
strength given to such of the Lord's beloved ones as He has seen fit to
lay completely aside-sufferers, it may be, upon beds of pain and
languishing; scarcely able to move hand or foot. Oh, what a trial is
this-this passive suffering-yea, we laad nearly said, this active sel"vice in
suffering! Ah, it is no small measure of grace that is needed for such
trial as this. To" stand still and see His salvation" is a great thing;
to "BE still, and know that He is God" is y<:>t a greater thing. We are
sure that you, with your active business habits, felt this in no small
degree when the Lord, in your late severe illness, was pleased to lay
you aside, and to bring you down apparently to the very gates of
death.

And yet, dear brother, did not both you and ourselves learn some very
blessed lessons there? Oh, how welt do we remember certain feelings
and exercises of which we personally were the subject about the weight
and responsibility, the care and the turmoil-aye, when (absurd as the
thought may appear) it seemed as if death itself would not entirely divest
Ul? of all the weight, and the care, and the anxiety. But how wondrously
-did the Lord show us the folly of that idea. He laid us aside; brought
us, as we thought, to the very brink of the J Ql'dan, and there-there
(blessed be His ever-adorable name !) we had not an anxious thought - "
iIlor the semblance of a care about either those we were leaving, or the
ordeal of the passage that apparently awaited us.

Now, dear brother, shall we have had this in the earnest, the sign,
the token, and not by-and-bye realize it in the fact and tllO reality, think
you? Ah, depend upon it, we shall, whatever our fleshly feelings or
creature fears may now be. Be it ours to remember that it is by faith-
not by sight nor sense-we are to contemplate and to oaloulate upon this.
This-this-is where we make such mistakes. It is our province and
our privilege to "walk by faith, not by ight." A few hours ago,
during the waking hours of the night, We had one of the darkest seasons
it is possible to imagine. Words would fail were we to attempt to
describe what we felt. All-aIl-s emed wrong. Darkness was upon
the soul, and destruction threatened. There appeared nothing left us
but the old cry, "Cast me not off in the time of old age; forsake me n t
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when my strenl?;th faileth." Then there was the importunity, "Show
me wherefore Thou contendest with me," and the "Search me, 0 God,
and know my heart; try me, and know my thoughts; and see if there be
any wicked way in m , and load me in the way everlasting." But some
times, dear brother, how tho Lord seems to shut out one's prayer, and
appears to be as on that heareth not. Yet (blessed b!" His name!) He
comes again; and how often has one found that, after some of these
fearfully dark and gloomy seasons, the Lord has been ploased, in some
most marked and blessed way, to appear; and oh, how has His gently
chiding voice rebuked our unbelief: "0 thou of little faith, wherefore
didst thou doubt?" And how has He then given us to see the needless
ness of our fears and our anxiety about the Church and the nation, or
whatever may seem to be threatening the well-being of His great and
glorious cause; as though He could not manage, and direct, and control
all, without the puny aid or childish interference of such poor pigmies as
we are.

'Well, dear brother, let our exercises be what they may, blessed be
God, we are travelling onward and homeward; and, as you intimate,
how sweet will be the rest by-and-bye; aye, how much the sweeter for
all the anxiety, and the labour, and the turmoil of the way. At the
moment of writing, a double text is suggested to us, which (if the Lord
will) we shall venture upon on the morrow: "But the dove found no
rest for the sole of her foot; "-" There remaineth, therefore, a rest to
the people of God." We repeat, beloved, how sweet it will be by-and
bye! The sweeter for the delay! The more blessed for the previous
labour! The more welcome for the waiting! Oh, how thankful we are
for the detention in the wilderness, so far as the past is concerned!
Anxious as we have been, again and again, for the going home, how
grateful are we now that the Lord took no heed! How much, had He
done so, should we have lost of the personal beholding of His wonder
working hand! In spite of Satan's efforts and our own base heart
falling in with his suggestions, when both the one and the other bring,
as it were, a veil over the past, and for the time being seem, as it were,
to eclipse every mercy and to blot out from faith's memory every deliver
ance; yet it has been succour upon succour and deliverance after
deliverance, notwithstanding; and, whether we are privileged to realize
the fact at all times or not, it is a fact, nevertheless, that each and every
deliverance is but an earnest-a proof-a pledge of future-of absolute
-of actual and eternal deliverance; yea,

" He that hath helped us hitherto
Will help us all our journey through j

And give us daily cause to raise
New Ebenezers to His praise."

Dear brother, we will close these remarks, which have extended far
beyond what we had thought of, with a verse which has been much upon
the mind of late-

" Here it is I find my heav'n,
While upon the Lamb I gaze;

Love I much? I've much forgiTen,
I'm a miracle of grace!"

Brother, is it not so ?
Yours, in much affection, THE EDITOR.

R
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THE AFFLICTED BELIEVER ENOOURAGED.
DAvID was a "man after God's own heart," yet few have known more
trials than he did. Very few there are who have seen more changes,
passed through greater straits, encountered more violent foes than David,
but he "encouraged himself in the Lord his God."

Examples of fortitude under afflictive visitations are to be found in
. profane history, but those we find in Scripture have this advantage-they

not only illustrate the fact, but furnish the reason. David's courage in
affliction, when his wife and children, his goods and cattle, were carried
ofi' by the Philistines, when he found the homes he had left in peace
burned with fire, when his professed friends and followers, in their anguish,
caused by similar losses and sorrows, spake of stoning him, his courage
arose, not from himself-he felt the poignancy of grief, he was distressed
-" but David encouraged himself in the Lord his God."

How many there are who are unconcerned about God until the hour
of need. When the fearful visitations common to man happen to the!ll,
then there is a consciousness that help is needed to bear the load of sorrow,
and a void is felt, God is not known, or, if known, the way of access to
Him is not known; so that the poor troubled spirit, ignorant of the only
source of strength, perishes, sinks into the depths of despair, and in
some instances irrecoverably.

In the instance under notice David knew the Lord for a refuge. He
knew Him as Ms refuge, as his God, and encouraged himself, cast himself
into His hands, relied upon His protection, and felt an inward joy and :l\

peace in believing, confiding in His promises, which, no doubt, he called
to mind, trusting in His Word, which he knew was sure and would not
fail. God had spoken to him, He had oftentimes delivered him, and now,
thought he, here is a fresh o(Jcasiou for the exercise of His lovingk~nd-

ness aud the exertion of His power.
Nor did David trust in vain. The sequel shows us this sweet lesson,

none ever trusted in God and were confounded.
Afflicted believer, thy faith may be small, but David's God is thy God,

His Word is thy security, His oath is thy consolation. Hope in God.
Oh, may thy heart be encouraged. Art thou bereaved of all? Be sure

thou shalt recover all. The Lord grant thee such a sight of Himself-the
risen Saviour all·conquering, and, though once dying, now living evermore
-that with believing Thomas thou mayest say, "My Lord and my God."

Blaokmor6. WILLIAM. '"

FAITHFUL AND TRUE WORDS IN TIMES OF PERIL.
[We have been so pleased with the opening address of the Editor of

the Sower, bearing as it does upon the deeply solemn aspect of the times
in which we live, that we cannot forbear quoting it. The spirit manifested
by our beloved brother and fellow-labourer in the vineyard of the Lord
of Hosts is one which we may well crave at His blessed hands. Mr. SEARS
has been well taught in the school of affliction. Parental discipline has
had its precious mellowing influence upon him. Hence the tenderness of
spirit he exhibits to the Lord's little ones. Personally we rejoiced in the
testimony to which we had the pleasure of listening in our own school
house, some months since, and had hoped for a "second benefit" from
Mr. SEARS' expected visit to the neighbouring city of Bath; but severe
affliction having for some Sabbaths entirely laid our dear brother aside,
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he is unable to come. The Lord grant thOot he may be raised up and
restored to tb measure of health he is pt:lrmittod to enjoy; for, humanly
speaking, th hur 11 of the living God all ill spare such faithful
witnesses in th days of departure fl'om tll faith, and from the
simplicity, purity, Oond power of the Gospel.- 'D.]

ADDRESS TO OUR READERS.

WE cannot p rmit ur first basket of seed for the year 1876 to be scattered
without indnl ing ourselves in our editorial privilege of addressing a few
words to ur DUmerous kind friends.

We hay n v l' entered upon the work of sowing the truth, by means
of our littl magazine, with a more bruised sprit, and with a greater sense
of our own dep, deep need of divine leading, teaching, keeping, help,
and ble ing. Fain would we hope that this augurs well for the volume
we now mmence. It is out of weakness that God is accustomed to make
strong'. h, may He make us "strong in the Lord, and in the power
of His might," and may He draw us much and very near to Jesus, the
great repository of grace and truth, lead us t.o be diligent in the searching
His holy Word, and by the blessed Spirit of Truth may we be so
graciously and clearly guided into all truth as that from month to month
our seed-basket may be filled with the precious unmixed seed-corn of
Bible truth in all its branches. Never was there a day in which errors
of all kinds were so abundantly sown; and, alas! how many of the Lord's
servants seem to be sleeping, while the foe is industriously sowing the

,I tares of error! We fear there is every sign and symptom of the approach
of the great apostasy (see Greek of 2 Thess. ii. 3). Nearly all, if not all,
pa-ties seem disposed to make light of, to drop, and then to oppose some
branch of truth or other. The Bible is supplemented by Romanists and
Ritualists with false teaching and Pagan ceremonies, that aim at the
overthrow of its divine truths. Rationalists, who deride the credulity
and drivelling childishness of those who give themselves up to legendal'y
fables and pagan follies, are sinking the infallible Book of God down to
the low level of a human production, where truth is so intertwisted with
myth and mystery that they find employment for their" verifying faculty"
in what they blasphemously call the needful work of untwisting the book,
and separating the threads of truth running thl'ough it from those of
error, ignorance, and credulous littleness that the sacred wl~iters wrought
up with it. Amongst Proiestants of all classes there is an evident tendency
to hide, cavil at, if not deride, some one or more clearly-revealed Bible
truth. How few, how very few, are to be found who justify the truth
of the assertion of the famous Chillingworth, that the Bible, and the Bible
only, is the religion of Protestants. We look on and see the rise of error's
tide, and the gradual sinking beneath it of first one and then another of
the grand truths of revelation, until we tremble for the children that are
to be the men and women under the sun that shall soon shine upon our
graves. May the LOl'll open the eyes of our dear readers to the real and
solemn state of things around us, and make them feel it a genuine pleasure
to use their utmost endeavours to spread the SOWBJ' far and wide amongst
the English-speaking millions of our fellow-men. And may God lead all
His living people to pray much for us, that uur seed-basket may never
hold mixed with the seeds of truth a grain of erroneous doctrine, and may
we never shun to sow the whole truth of God, whether men will hear or
whether they will forbear, and that this may be done with grace, done in
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the exercise of the "wisdom that is from above, which is first pure, then
peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of good fruits, without
partiality, and without hypocrisy." Thus may the Sower be ever kept
from a path in which the wisdom of the flesh is prominent, and over
which frown 'the solemn words of sacred writ, "If ye have bitter envying
and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth. This
wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish. For
where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work" (Jas.
ill. 14-16).

In entering upon the labours of another year, we wish to feel grateful
that we have not been carried about with any of the new and various
wil'l.ds of doctrine that prevaiL Our creed we have for years sought
should be the whole circle of revealed truth. We wish to be as narrow
and as wide as the sure and complete Word of God, never stepping out
into vain speculations, and never shunning any branch of revealed truth.
Oh, may the Sower ever bear the only test it submits to, and the test that,
with a heart standing in awe of God's statutes, it seeks to' be tried by
the solemn, searching, infallible test of the written Word of God. Every
year passed away reminds us our journey of life is rapidly shortening.
S(')on, very soon, we shall stand before the God of truth. May this so
weigh upon our hearts that it may be nothing to us should men applaud
our work, excepting God will own it; and equally nothing to us that men
separate us from their company, cast out our name as evil, and misrepresent
our teaching, if we may but have the smile of God and His voice in the
Bible beaming approval into our consciences.

In reviewing the past we have much cause to take courage for the
future. It is on the cloud the rainbow is Fainted. It is in the whirlwind
God has His way. We have never met with such a wind in our face as
of late, and have never had such proof upon proof of the blessing of God
accompanying our work, and giving it a very warm place in the hearts of
the godly, truth-loving people of God. We thank ihem all warmly for
their tender sympathy, love, and prayers, and only ask them still to aid
us in the work into which we have been providentially led.

The hire we seek, the seals we crave, are souls saved and saints edified.
We hope then to continue to bring out the solemn warnings of God to
the sinner, to preach the Gospel to every creature, to freely preach an
able and willing Saviour, and give out the sweet invitations of the Gospel
to the heavy laden, the thirsty, and "whosoe'ler will;" to bring forward
the blessed promises and encouragements of the Word to seeking souls, '
to use means to "strengthen the weak hands and confirm the feeble
knees" of weak believers, to unfold the grand harmonious eystem of
free-grace doctrines for the edification of the people of God, to dedare to
th'3m the "things to come," and to put before them the exhOl'tutions,
directions, precepts, and commands of the Gospel; and ob I may all be
done under the indispensable guidance of the Holy Ghos~, and be applied
by His almighty power to answer all the great ends of covenant love in
the glory of God and the well-being of His Church.

And now, with trembling reverence for God and His truth, self
distrust, and earnest desires for the divine help and blessing, we cast
ourselves before God, and pray that He will keep, uphold, guide, and
bless us, and make us a bleesing, that the holy covenant Three in One,
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, may be known, honoured, loved, and adored
by such feeble means Re the Sower.
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A GREAT NEED.

To the Ed£tor of tho Gospel Maga%£ne.
Srn,-Would you kindly permit m , through the medium of the pages

of your journal, to lay the followin before your readers: Our depart
ment of the "Homerton Mission" is to distribute tracts and religious
literature amongst policemen, postmen, fire brigade, cab, omnibus, and
tramway carmen. There is amon st these classes a greater amount of
love and zest for reading than m st imagine. The mind which delights
itself thus seizes with avidity anything which comes within its reach.
Obscene, infidel, and oth r publications are easily obtainable, and it is to
counteract their pernicious effects that we distribute religious literature.

Amongst such a numerous class, a great number of periodicals are
required for distribution. Many of your readers have for a long period
sent me, after perusal, their copies of weekly and monthly publications,
for which I tender my sincere thanks. May I request the favour of their
continuance, and to solicit the co-operation of those who have not hitherto
supported me in this movement, to send for addresses of the various
police stations, district post offices, fire brigade stations, coast guard
stations, soldiers' barracks and hospitals, cabmen's shelters, together
with refreshment rooms, where I know copies of such papers as yours
would be gladly accepted, eagerly read, and most probably result in great
blessing to the reader.

Participators in this movement, as they send to either of these places,
will feel, not only the responsibility of the work in which they are engaged
but of the necessity of prayer that God's blessing may descend upo~
their endeavours to disseminate sound and religious truth.

Applications for addresses to be made to the office of the "Homerton
Mission," 25, Oollege Avenue, Urswick Road, Lower Olapton, London, E.

I am, sir, yours respectfully,
JOHN J AMEs J ONES,

Hon. lJ£rector.

A VOICE FROM THE SICK- BED.
lb the Ed£tor of tl,c Gospel Magaz£ne.

My DEAR BnoTuER IN OHUIsT,-I did not expect to be able to write
to you again, but, having a little more strength vouchsafed after a better
night, I feel compelled to set my seal to some remarks you make in reply
to a correspondent, signed" E. W.," on pages 156 and 157 in the present
number (March) of the Magazine. It has been so entirely my own line
of thought for some time, that I am greatly struck with what you say, and
have urged the matter strongly on some of my Christian friends, namely,
not to hide their talents (if they have any), but to devote them to the
service of the Lord. I have been held back too much myself, for fear of
being considered egotistical, until God, in His great mercy, delivered me
from the fear of man, which is so great a snare. But latterly my language
corresponds with that of the Psalmist, which you quote, "Be thankful
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unto Him, and speak good of His name; " "Come and hear, all ye that
fear God," &c. ; with many like passages. Surely, if all the works of the
Lord praise Him, His saints should bless Him, and "abundantly utter
the memory of His great goodness."

During my protracted illness, I have had such wonderful discoveries
of the blessed Trinity, that I have felt quite amazed, and could only
describe it as the Holy Spirit "preaching in me" of His own work in
the soul, "testifying of Christ" in all His work for His people in carrying
out the purposes of the Father. Then, again, the marvellous subject of
Christ being" led of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the
devil," which subject had occupied my mind,. when, strange to say, I
heard it had been very ably treated of by the Rev. Hely Smith, in a
sermon at our Religious In8titute, a week or two after. This is one of the
many singular coincidences I have met with, and proves how often the
Holy Spirit leads divers of God's people into the same truths, at one and
the same time. This must be for a purpose, and in the end to glorify
God.

My strength fails. If you have room, and it is not too late, please insert
this short epistle in the next number of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

Yours, dear sir, in· a covenant J ehovah,
Manchester. A LITTLE ONE.

[Reader, the foregoing remonstrance and testimony come, as it were,
from the very brink of the grave. God, of His great mercy, grant that it
may be heard and heeded. Since our last issue, we have been informed
that the dear child of God to whom we then referred, as having ceased
to write because she did not wish her letters to be published, has been
upon the point of death. Without waiting to put the question, had we
the gpportunity for so doing, we have not a doubt that among her regrets,
in looking back upon her little eventful life, wa,s that of having failed
to TESTIFY, to His glory and to others' good, of the marvellous acts of
the Lord. Make what excuses any may, or call this or that by what
name they please, put the rehearsing of the Lord's covenant mercy down
to pride or to egotism, if they choose; we, nevertheless, contend it is
ingratitude, it is selfishness, it is pride, that conceal, that place in the
background, that hide in a napkin, the Lord's kind and gracious acts.

Never shall we forget one death-bed scene, where, among the very IWlt
words of the beloved departing one, she was so concerned lest, during her
severe and very protracted illness, she had ever said aught to set in doubt
divine faithfulness. We seldom, if ever, read that portion, "GOD 18

FAITHFUL," without thinking of her. And oh, how she delighted to
testify of Him! How many a lift by the way have we received, instru
mentally, from her. How many a text has she thus given.

We read, with deepest interest, the writings of ANNA SHIPTON, because
she not only so habitually waits upon and watches the hand of God, but
because she likewise so simply, so sweetly, so thankfully TESTIFIES of
His loving, timely, merciful way of dealing.-EDITOR. ]

"I AM: not tired of my work, neither am I tired of the world; yeti
when Christ calls me home, I shall go with the gladness of a boy bounding
away from scho01. Death will never take me by surprise-do not be
afraid of that-I feel so strong in Ckrist."-Ih'. Juilson.

\ ' I
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LONGING FOR GOD'S ROUSE.

" We wept when we ?'emembered Zion."-PsA. cxxxvii. 1.

LORD, art Thou angry at my teal'S
These outbreathed sighs of mine?

If these are only wilful prayers,
Forgive that I repine.

So often die upon my tongue
The songs of Zion now,

That frequently my " harp is hung"
Upon the" willow's bough."

Affliction presses heavily;
The cross is hard to bear

When the foe asks, exultingly,
"Where is thy God now-where? "

" Come, sing as thou wert wont to sing,
Thy harp take from the tree,

And stl'ike again the golden string,
Or lost thou'lt surely be."

"If thou art still a child of God,
And still His mercy know,

Strange thou so oft shouldst feel the rod;
Strange He afflicts thee so !"
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Ca;rdif!.

"Thy chosen friends, and lovers, too,
All shun thee in distress;

Surely, were thy religion true,
Thy wrongs would have redress !"

" God's grace thou canst not have at all !
Reprobate, thou art, quite,

Or He would quickly hear thy call,
And make thy path more bright."

Thus, LOl'd, my "little faith" is tried,
And I can only weep.

Oh! Jesus, in Thy bosom hide
Thy timid, trembling sheep!

W ouldst Thou but cheer me with Thy smile,
Then, though my path were sad,

I'd trust Thee through life's" little while,"
For hope would make me glad.

I must not tread Thy courts to-night,
Nor sit around Thy" board;"

But oh! apportion me delight
By Thy blest presence, Lord.

Thus condescend to visit me,
And let me Calv'ry view:

Then, while Thy saints" remember Thee,"
I'll think upon Thee, too. .

J. P. C.
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AN OLD DOMESTIC.

AT page 191 in the April number of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for last year,
in the account of our visit to Astley, we read, as follows: "Among the
many pleasing features of the parsonage, there was one which specially
arrested me-the face of an old domestic; one who had been with the
doctor and Mrs. Hewlett for no less a period than three-and-thirty years! "
We remember the doctor calling our attention to her as among the
reminiscences of the vicarage, and our at once going to her nice com
fortable " parlour-kitchen," if we may so call it, to see her. There she
sat, the very same we had from time to time seen on our visits to Astley ;
but age had left its impress upon her. Still i.t was most grateful to our
heart to talk with one who had been for so many years identified with that
interesting but now so greatly-dispersed housl;lhold. The fact of her
having been for so long time in the same family spoke well both for
them and for her. Such cases are of rare occurrence in these days of
extravagance, pleasure-seeking, and change. In the obituary of the
Record for March 20 we read as follows: "On the 14th inst., Mary
Houghton, for upwards of thirty-four years a trusted and faithful servant
in the family of' the Rev. Dr. Hewlett, Vicar of Astley, near Manchester,
aged fifty-nine." We repeat the notice here, in order that these pages
should give increased publicity to the fact of so long and honourable
service. We shall be glad to receive particulars from our dear brother
of the closing scene of one in whom he and his took so deep an interest.

The Pictorial World. London: Office, 63, Fleet Street.
FOR the convenience of persons residing abroad, or in very remote parts
of the United Kingdom, this cheap weekly illustrated journal is published
in monthly parts, stitched in a strong wrapper. Hence subscribers have
this ready means of posting up home news and passing events for the
benefit of their far-off friends. '

Hand and Heart. London: Burrow, 75, Shoe Lime, Fleet Street.
WE cannot speak of the later numbers of this cheap and most spirited
journal, inasmuch as it is duplicate upon duplicate of N@. 1 that has been
sent, us for notice. There must be carelessness somewhere.

1'he. Wiltshire Protestant Beacon is entitled to a place in every Protestant
family. It contains no uncertain sound, but lifts, as well it may, its
warning voice at the present crisis. It can only be obtained, we under
stand, direct from its editor, Mr. J. F. Pinniger, Wotton-under-Edge,
Gloucestershire.

RECEIVED :-" Our Own Fireside" (Nisbet); The" Day of Days"
(Nisbet); "Home Visitor" (Hunt); "Israel in Britain" (Guest);
"Evening Hours" (Strahan); the" Christian" (Morgan and Ohase);
" Sunday School Teacher" (Sunday School Union); " Home Words"
(Nisbet); "Golden Hours" (Macintosh); the" Peep-Show" (Strahan) ;
"Music of the Western Ohurch" (W. and F. Morgan).
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