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" \Vho oomforteth us in all our tribulatioll, that we may be able to oomfort them whiqh ~u:e in any
trouble. by the oomfor~ wherewith we ourselves are oomforted of God:'-2 COlt. 1.4.

" COME! " " COME! "
" Come, see a man, 1.chich told me all tMngs that ever I did: is not this
the Ohrist? "-JOHN iv. 29.
BELOVED, do mark the" COME: " she does not say" GO." Although
He had given her to see that He knew more about her than anyone
else; yea, had touched her upon the tenderest ground-even to her
very heart's c)re-she was not" offended." She did not upbraid or
reproach or ask what He had to say to the matter; but, convinced
and condemned-aye, and contrite, too-she wants to see and hear
and know more of Him. Hence the" COME" - " COME, see a
man, which told me all things that ever I did: is not this the
Christ? "
What a mark and sign aLd token is here presented to a poor
anxious, sin-burdened, self-condemned soul. Whatever his bitterness and grief over his state, as a sinner, let such an one ask himself,
" Am I offended with Jesus because He told me the truth? " Is there
reproach? hostility? indignation? Is there the veriest whisper,
" vVho made Thee a Ruler and a Judge?" Or, contrariwise, is there
a falling under the charge? an acknowledgment of its truth? at the
same time, the soft, silent-not word spoken, but·-heart-thought,
sigh-whisper, groan-cry, "Is there-can there be-a solitary hope,
notwithstanding? It is all true, and far, far more than thought can
think or words express; but is there-can there be-mercy, mercy
even fo1' me .2 "
N'ow, reader, if this be thy state--these thy heart-sensations-this
is God's work; and, being God's work, it is a divine work-a saving
work. Thou art in the footsteps of the flock. Thou hast been sovereignly and effectually brought out of the city of destruction, and
thou art now on holy ground; in the pilgrim-pathway, on the road to
the kingdom; and shall as assuredly hold on and hold out, even to
the end, as anyone of the ransomed now before the throne! They
traverseo_ the self-same path. They were the subjects of the self-same
o
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quickening, convincing, converting power. They were partakers of
the self-same grace. And, in due time, thou wilt with them be in
the enjoyment of the self-same glory.
Remember, moreover, for thine encouragement, that precious Scripture, " And blessed is he whosoever is not offended in me." Such an
one is not only contented and joyous and happy at the veriest
thought of being accepted and adopted of Jesus; he not only ceases
to regard Him "as. a root out of a dry ground, without form or
comeliness, that he should desire Him; " but he is equally contented
to be saved by Him as a poor worthless, destitute, helpless, ill-and
hell-deserving sinner. He rejoices in the fact that it is "not by
works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His
mercy He saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of
the Holy Ghost" (Titus iii. 5).
We must, however, as the Lord the Spirit may enable, look a little
at the precious facts connected with the case before us.
First, we would contemplate the CONDESCENSION of J esus. We read,
in the third and fourth verses, "He left J udea, and departed again
into Galilee. And He must needs go through Samaria." Now, we
contend that this "needs-be" did not consist in that Samaria lay
between the two places, because He might, had He chosen, have
crossed the Jordan and gone that way, as He did upon other occaaions. It was, therefore, a Gospel necessity that prompted Him to go
through Samaria. He had designs of love and mercy towards a
certain poor sinner; and this it was that induced Him to go through
Samaria.
Reader, do you know anything of the like mercy from the same
boundless Source of all grace and love? Can you look back, and,
reviewing all the way by which He hath led you, do you mentally
respond to the saying in your case as in that of the woman of
Samaria, "Ah! (blessed be His great and ever-adorable name!)
there was in my case, as in, hers, 'a needs-be that He should go
through Samaria ? ' "
" Dost mind the place, the spot of land,
Where Jesus did thee meet? "

" Then cometh He to a city of Samaria, which is called Sychar,
near to the parcel of ground that J acob gave to his son J oseph.
Now Jacob's well was there. Jesus, therefore, being wearied with His
jDurney, sat thus on the well: and it was about the sixth hour."
Now, here was condef!Cen8i01~ indeed! Here was one among the
many plain and incontrovertible proofs that He was in very deed
man-the Partaker of our very flesh and blood. He walked until He
was wearied, just as you or ourselves might be, dear reader. And,
" being wearied," and as a very proof of that weariness, He " sat thus
on the well"-that is, as He was, tired and prostrate.
Reader, in considering the absolute humanity of our blessed Lord,
hew s-weet the words-
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I?ccl beneath our heavy woes

I'al~c us to His throne:
t· 'll nc'er a gift His hand

bestows
ut ost His heart a groan."

Then, too, how t u lUng the words of the blessed HART,
ogard to His hum nit "
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houlders held up heaven and earth,
h n Mary held up Him."

Oh, what a th m f, I' contemplation is IMMANuEL, GOD WITH S.
Oonsider, mr v 1', the condescension of J esu-s, in that IT
appeared und l' Ll Lt oircumstances to the woman of Samaria. Ha.d
He appeared iu My ther way, or as at other times He might havo
boen seen, h w ili1l' rent (humanly speaking) would have been the
result I
t 11y does He now present Himself (as it was long
h f r h wu
would do) " as a root out of a dry ground, without
£ I'm r
liness, that we should desire Him," but here, without
ub ,h looked as he jelt, "wearied. " And that very look would
t n to disarm the woman of fear and apprehension.
Think, again, of His condescension, in that He should say to the
woman, " Give me to drink." Oh, what an aot-a great and gracious
Saviour asking a draught of water at the hands of a poor sinner-and
,such a sinner, too!
Now, beloved, let UR next look at the Lord's COMPASSION.
What compassion that He should be there at all! Then, that it
should be at that hour·-not sooner nor later-but at the precise time
when He knew that this woman of Samaria would come to draw
water.
lie was familiar with her every step, because He was the
omniscient and the omnipresent Ged, as well as One" come to taber·
nacle in our flesh." His eyo had been upon her-aye, and B:iE
loving, tender, gracious heart constraining her- although she knew it
not. He saw her that day, as He had seen her on each and every
previous Jay; and He caused His providential dealings to dovetail
with His gracious dealings, in all her little domestic arraJ+gements.
Her store of water was to be used up; she was to be reminded of her
need of more; nothing was to stand in the way of her going in quest
ofthat more. No neighbour or neighbour's child was tO,be asked to
go for it. Her assumed husband was not to be deputed to fetch
it. Whatever she might have done upon other occasions, now, at
any rate, she did not either beg or borrow. In a word, as Jesus
" must needs go through Samaria," BO there was an equal necessity
that this woman of Samaria must go to the well. There was a twofold" must" in the case-a covenant necessity.
Ah, dear reader, how sweet is the contemplation! Does it, in
some little measure and degree, warm your cold heart? Mark you,_
if you belong to the Lord, the same covenant necessity and covenant
·care appertains to all the minutire, the each and every detail, of your
life, both in a providential and a spiritual poil:;J.t of view. Not thRJ
,
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shadow of chance or contingency is in any wise connected therewith.
-Think yon, was there in the case of the woman of Samaria? Do
you question, even for a moment, that all was well and wisely
ordered?
Do you ask, "If such were the case with me, should I not have
Gome sense of it?" Up to the present stage of things, had the
·woman of Samaria, think you? Do you imagine that, upon this
particular occasion of her coming to the well to draw water, she had
any other thoughts or feelings than at other times? She wanted
water, and she came for it, as, in all probability, she had done scores
aud hundreds of times before. Had she been met, and had she been
asked where she was going, would she not have held up her waterpot, and said, " Why, don't you see, to the well for water? What
else would have brought me this way?" She had no more thought
of Who she was going to meet, or what was about to be said or done,
than the water-pot itself had. One of the blessed surprises of grace
awaited her, although as yet she knew nothing whatever about it.
Reader, do ym, know anything, personally and experimentally, of
what these blessed surprises oj grace are? If you do, you will understand the language of blessed Watts" He takes my soul ere I'm aware,
And shows me where His glories are;
No chariot of Amminadib,
The heavenly rapture can describe."

Or, as the bride in the Canticles has it, "He brought me into His
banqueting house, and His banner over me was love."
Reader, do you not believe that the very tone and manner of Jesus,
when He said to the woman, "Give me to drink," was expressive of
tenderness and compassion? Not the semblance of power, compulsion,
or authority did He assume. He was all gentleness, love, consideration.
Had He said at first what He said afterwards, oh, how different
would have been the result! Nor would there have been nearly the
simplicity or candour upon the part of the poor woman. With
infinite wisdom and consummate skill, He drew her out little by little.
He "knew her frame, He remembered she was but dust; " and where
is the case or what the circumstances in regard to which the self-same
rule does not apply?
" Then saith the woman of Samaria unto Him, How is it that Thou,
being a Jew, askest drink of me, which am a woman of Samaria ? "
Mark, beloved, there is not the shadow of reason to suppose
that the woman would have spoken to Jesus, had not Jesus first
spoken to her, "for the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans"
-that is, they do not mix or have ought do do with them.
The same holds good with respect to sinners now. As then so
now, Jesus is always the First Mover! He it is who breaks silence!
The stillness of death reigns in and over the soul until Jesus speaks;
so that you may blessedly tako for granted, dear reader~ if you have
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~ny concern-any thoughts or movements whatever-Ohriatw \'
).
jl,ionward-the self-same almighty and all-gracious One h(l b n (LL
work. "We love Him because lIe first loved us." Wo 10 1 n
rim because He first looked upon us. He woos and He will, t
Our looking to Him is a blessed proof of the fact. Whatev r w
may lack, whatever we may mourn after, whatever we would hav it'
we could, there is, n v rth less, this gracious and merciful combination: the loolcin{J, th lonuinr;, and the loving. These are so many
links in the covenant haiu of salvation; yea, and they are weld d
into other links of tb. same covenant chain, and this chain as muoh
bridges over th ha ID or gulf of death, hell, and sin, as does that
other covenant haio, " Whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to b
aformed to the image of His Son..
Moreover,
whom' did predestinate, them He also called; and whom He
(Jail d, th ID He also justified; and whom He justified, them He
0.1
~l rifled." Now, here is the counterpart of the chain, in its
i)rLl.otlcal use and divine operations-

~I-I LOOKING

I-I

LONGING

I-I LOVING I-I LIVING I

The" lile" given by the Almighty Quickener to the previously dead
in trespasses and sins is coupled link by link with the covenant
chain that ensures an eternal" living" with the Lord when time
shall be no more. It is a chain that defies all the powers of' darkness
to break. Link to link is welded together securely and effectually
by an almighty arm.
But here, for the present, we must stop.
Southsea, Feb. 25, 1877.
THE EDITOR.
THE SPRING IS NEA.R.

,,

THE Spring is near!
Rejoice and sin ~!
To Chri~t, tby Lord,
Some tribute bring.
Ob, tbat I could
Give purest love,
Like those bright ones
Who dwell above!
The Spring is near!
Fast tiies the gloom
Of wintry days;
Ere lung the tomb'
Of beauteous tiowers
Shall burst, and sweet
They sh,dl uprise,
The sun to greet.
Tbe Spring is near !.
Ob, thank tby God
Fot· all He sends
Upon thy road!

For sunny days,
For gloomy shade,
All, all is well,
Thy peace is made.
The Spring is near!
Ob, glorious thougbt!
Because the Lord
My soul bas bought.
I, like His flowers,
From earth shall rise,
And bloom for aye
In Paradise.
Earth's wintry days
Will soon be o'er;
The light arise
To sink no more;
The ransomed ones
Dwell with their King,
Where reigns one bright
Eternal Spring.

Is A..
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THE SABEATH DAY, ITS DIVINE INSTITUTION, AND
HALLOWED ADVANTAGES.
" He that regarileth the day, regardeth it unto the Lcrd."-RoM. xiv. 6.
an esteemed reader of these pages of some years' standing, has.
requested us to write an article upon the Sabbath day. He, like many
others, is appalled at what is going on with regard to it in the present
day, so that, po~sibly, a few thoughts upon this matter, although a little
deviation from the usual style of our monthly converse with the Lord's
dear people, may yet not be unprofitable. We are also drawn to it from
other circumstances we need not mention; but, altogether, we ask you'
to pray that we may be so directed as to write words of wisdom, and
such as the Lord the Spirit will lead into, own, and bless.
These are days when we have need to use great plainness of speech,
and be very bold in the cause of truth. I am about, then, to draw
your attention, dear friends, to one of the highest moral, physical,
and spiritual boons ever given to man by his kind and merciful
Creator, namely, the Sabbath day, or, as it has been well called,
a day of holy jubilee, inviting every child of man to the meditation on immortal themes, to worship and praise; a day when the
children of toil and sons of commerce, "hackneyed in business and
wearied at the oar," can cast aside their burdens, forget their difficulties,
and, going into the house of prayer, hold fellowship and communion with·
the God of heaven; a day when man" withdraws the hands from gold,
gathering, disinters the soul from the rubbish of earthly care, and,
if a Christian, desires to realize higher converse and loftier thoughts."

. BELOVED,

" Oh, day most calm, most bright,
The endorsement of supreme delight;
The week were dark but for thy light,
Thy torch doth show the way."
Eut it may be said, we are fully alive to the advantages and privileges.
of the Sabbath. Is there any cause to deal with such a subject? You
may be alive to the advantages and privileges of this holy day; but
look around-are others so? We will name one fact to show that this is
a subject well worthy of our earnest attention, as well as our diligent
labour, that others may participate in the privileges we enjoy. We take,
by way of example, London, the greatest city in the world. Mark, from
mreful computation, even from the census returns of religious worship,
we gather, "It has upwards of a million of habitual neglectors of
public worship." Other cities and towns would be the same in proportion.
This fact alone shows us that there is a cause to deal with and press home
this matter upon your attention.
To the subject, then; and we at once go to tIle Word of God as our
authority for the divine institution of the Sabbalh day-that Word
which is a sole and sufficient rule of faith for us in this matter, as well as
every other that concerns our spiritual wellbeing. And we firl?t noticeThat the Sabbath was instduted by God, and was coeval w2'th His WM'!.; of
1:reat2"on, and commemorated £t. "Thus the heavens and the earth were
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Hili hed, al1d all tho host of them. AmI 011 the sevonth day God ond (1
cri work which He had made; and restou on the seventh, day. And
d blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it" (Gen. ii. 1-3).
Again, God's command was, that 8ervant8 and cattle 8ltOU!d be allowed to
'}'I!st upon it, and no manner of work to be done upon £to This you have in tho
fourth commandment, so familiar to you: "But the seventh. day is the
Sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou,.
nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant,
nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates," &c.
Again, no purclla8ea are to bn made on it. And Moses, carrying this out,
declared that, "if tho people of the land brought ware or any victuals
on the Sabbath day to sell, that the.y would not buy it of them on the
Sabbath day, or on the holy day" (Neh. x. 31).
Again, no burdens were to be carried out on the Sabbath day. "And it
came to pass, th t IV hen the gates of Jerusalem began to be dark before
the Sabbath, I commanded that the gates should be s~ut, and charged
that thoy should not be opened till after the Sabbath" (Neh. xiii. 19);
and Jeremiah says, "Thus saith the Lord, Take heed to yourselves,
and bear no burden on the Sabbath day, nor bring it in by the gates of
Jerusalem," &c. (Jer. xvii. 21).
Again, the Bible asserts that di'vine wOl'ship is to be celeoratea on it:
" Likewise the people of the land shall worship at the door of this gate
before the I-Jord in the Sabbaths" (Ezek. xlvi. 3).
Again, the Scriptures are to be read on £to Said Paul at Antioch, "Men
and brethren, children of the stock of Abraham. and whosoever among
you feareth God, to you is the word of this salvation sent. For they that
dwell at Jerusalem, and their rulers, because they knew Him not, nor yet
the voices of the prophets (mark), which are read every Sabbath day"
(Acts xiii. 26, 27).
And, again, " For Moses of old time hath in every city them that preach
Him, being read in the synagogues every Sabbath day" (Acts xv. 21) ;
remindin~ us that tlM Word is to be preached as well as read on the Saobat16
day. After reading of the law and prophets in Antioch, Panl preached
with eloquence and power, as also at many other times and places.
Ah! my friends, we cannot too highly value the preaching of the Gospel.
There is a great tendency in the present day to lower the pulpit, and make
little of preaching; but our Lord said, "Go ye into all the world and
preach tile Gospel." He did not say all the world should be converted
thereby, or that every creature should be saved. He implied, "Your
duty and business, as my disciples, is to preach the Gospel; it is mine to
do as I will concerning it." Oh, then, be it ours to uphold the preaching
of the Gospel of Christ!
Evidence also with regard to the observance of the Sabbath is to be
gathered from the ;"z'dgments that fell upon thOS6 who dishonoured God's
command. :1<'01' instance, the manna was not to be found on the Sabbath;
sufficient for two days was to be gathered on the previous day. God was
wroth with them who violated this command. Again, while the children
of Israel were in the wilderness, they found ., a man that gathered
sticks upon the Sabbath day," and he was brought without the camp and
stoned to d~ath-mark, as the Lord had commanded Moses. Again,
Nehemiah contended with the nobles who desecrated the Sabbath, declaring they were the cause of all the evil that was brought upon them by
so doing; and Jeremiah declared to the inhabitants of Jerusalem that a
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fire would devour the gates thereof that should not be quench~d, because
they profaned the Sabbath day. Here, then, is evidence enough from
the Word as to the divine appointment and observance of the Sabbath;
but oh, we must note, if it were violated in days past, how is it being so
in days present!
We have said that God has ordered no mlJnner of work to be done on this
holy day; but mark this fact-" It has been estimated that 100,000 men
are employed on Sundays on our railways; another 100,000 on l'ivers,
steamboats, and canals; 250,000 in public-houses and beer shops;
24,000 in connection with cabs, omnibuses, and tramways in London
alone; and 20,000 in the Post Office. Add to these the thousands of
shopkeepers and their assistants in London and many large towns and
villages, cab and omnibus men in the provinces, and it will show a veJ'y
large number of persons engaged in unnecessary work of various kinc18,
and the sum total will amount to many hundreds of thousands."
We have said that there is no traffic to be carried on, no buying and
selling,. but mark this lamentable fact-" In London alone there are
36,000 shops and public-houses open on the Lord's day, employing at
least 72,000 persons." We note a gleam of sunshine on thi8 dark page,
"Her gracious Majesty the Queen, sympathising with overworked tradesmen and their assistants, has given orders that no provisions of any kind
shall be permitted to be brought to the palace on Sundays."
We have said that God has ordered no burdens to be carried out on the
Sabbath day; but mark the fact that" no less than 5,] 64 Sunday trains
are advertised in 'Bradshaw's Guide.' Besides these, there are many
trains that are not advertised." A London railway servant says, "I get
one clear Sunday in a year. I know an engine driver who has not had
one Sunday f.Jr two years. I have known as many as one hundred and
fifty trains pass our stations on a Sunday. Sunday is the hardest day's
work. Guards and policemen get no Sunday in summer, and only one in
three ill winter." May the Lord lay these matters upon the hearts of
His children, that prayer may go up that He will direct matters, that in
this our highly-favoured land His holy day may be more strictly
observed, and His name glorified thereby.
Possibly it may be expected that I refer to the change of the SabbatJ~
from the seventh day to theflrst day in the week. Now, it appears to us that
nothing directly expressing this change is to be found in the Scriptures,
but we can gather it, as we can gather many other truths, by inference;
and it is evident that it is not our prerogative to prescribe to God in what
terms He shall make known His will in these things, or to say to Him, as the
presumptuous Pharisees of old, "Show us a sign." That the Apostles and
Apostolic Churches made the first day of the week a day of assembling
for sacrpd purposes is abundantly evident, and as the design of the setting
apart the seventh day was commemorative of the great work of creation,
when God rested from His labours, so it is fair to infer that the design
of the change to the first day was to commemorate the rest of our Lord
from His work of salvation, hence has it since been called the Lord's
day.
Much more might, of course, be said upon the foregoing position, but
we can only remind you that we have shown you that the Sabbath was
instituted by God, and was coeval with, and commemorative of, His work
of creation; that He commanded that servants and cattle should rest upon
it, and DO mano.er of work be done upon it; that buying or selling waR
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not to be carried on, or burdens carried out of the city on that day; that
divine worship is to be celebrated on it, the Scriptures read and preached
thereon, and that the violation of these commands were followed by His
judgments and marks of His displeasure; that, alas! in the face of all
this, the present time is marked by paiuful facts showing how greatly
'the Sabbath is made a day of toil and labour, which we pray God may
be lessened, and His name glorified. We have also briefly referred to
the change of the seventh day to the first day in the week, giving the
reason why.
We come now to tl.e hallowed a'lvantages of the Sabbath day, and they
are incalculable. Who can count up a blessing so extensive, Ot· reckon up
'the gracious results? But, in order to concentrate our thoughts, we will
note the physical, mental, and spiritual advantage of one day of rest in ~even.
First, look at the blessing of the Sabbath day PHYSICALLY. Says one : "' All admit that one day's rest in seven from labour is a great good.
There are but few who would like to give it up. It is a necessity for
health and longevity. A man who works hard every day, seven days e.
week, will shorten his days. God has constituted m so that we need a
-cessation from our ordinary toil every seven days. This has been proved
by medical men, and by experiments on horses and men. Nuw, if these
statements be true (and investigation will convince that they are), a deep
injury is inflicted on those classes of men who are compelled to labour
seven days a week, or lose their employment. Employers who exact
seven days' labour a week out of their men are doing a wrong to those
men."
Dr. Oonquest, an eminent physician, in a letter to the churchwardens
of St. LUke's, writes thus: "I regret my inability to be at the vestry
this evening. Had it been in my power to be there, I should have
~ndeavoured to prove, as a medical man, that it is absolutely necessary for
the human constitution to have one day in seven for rest, because,
without it, its powers become enfeebled and impaired." And again, in
the same letter, he adds: "Daily exertion, excitement, and fatigue
d~ring this one day's re3t prematurely breaks down the strength and
vlgour of the animal system, shortens life, and deprives old age of that
.energy and cheerfulness which usually attend it in those wh" have rested
from mental and bodily toil on the L'Jrd's day." Much evidence of the
same kind was given by eminent medical men before the committee of the
House of Oommons, showing that the desecration of the Sahbath is a
spe?ies of suicide, a wanton and perverse waste of the health and life
WhICh belongs, not to ourselves, but to our wives, our children, to society,
and, above all, to our God. But observe,
Sec~ndly, .that the proper keepin,!j of the Sabbath, and employinII its saIJ;"ed
hours tn medttating upon higherJoys, is IJondulJive to the health of the mind, for
cares and anxieties which attend all kinds of earthly employment in a great
degree cease when the mind is drawn away to things above. As one has
truly observed, "Oeaseless anxiety about the perishable things of earth
produces terrible effects on the human mind. It is a law liffecting all
alike,. and thousands of the labouring classes, both men and women, are
suffenng" the penalties of this restless anxiety concerning temporal
matters. It sours the temper, weakens the intellect, pr03trates the
~ent:;tl energy, causes nervous irritability, and often produees absolute
l~saDlty." A writer to the point saYil that, "While visiting a friend some
:tlme ago, I was shown an album. One portrait in it was that of a fine,
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handsome man, in the full vigour of life. 'You might have taken llJ
lease of his life,' remarked his sister. ' But now there is no hope of his
recovery,' observed his brother. 'His sorrowing wife is more lonely
than a widow, and two dear little children are worse off than orphans.'
, Why?' 'Because the husband and father has lost his reason; that
heaviest of all human calamities has overtaken him!' 'And what has
caused him thus no lose his reason?' 'Over work and anxiety,' was the
reply. • He held a good position, with a fair income; but he lost his
position, lost his income, and lost his reason for the want of t·est. Ceaseless toil produced softening of the brain. He had no time to go to the
house of God on Sllndays. He was too busy; he had writing to do.'
Poor fellow! How little did he think that soon all Ms time would be
spent in the dreary society of those afflicted like himself! If he had hurl
his Sundays for rest and worship, if that busy brain had thrown away
the books one day in seven, he might nuw have beeu happy in the bosom
of his family! "
Again, "A respectably-dressed lunatic attracted my attention in the
- - Asylum. He took no notice of the questions put to him, and yet he
was talking all the time we stood near him. He was busy calculating
profit and loss upon various transactions, and giving instructions to his
clerks, as though he were still in his counting-house. It was Mr. - - ,
the once successful merchant. On my mentioning his name amongst a
fe"l'( friends who had known him in the days of his prosperity, one of
them remarked, , Ah, poor fellow! He used to boast that his most successful speculations had been planned on the Sabbath. The better the
day the better the deed, he would say. He never gave his mind any
rest. I believe that, if he had honoured the Sabbath, he would not have
lost his reason.' "
And now, thirdly, we note that the Sabbath day is above all a spiritual
hoon. How sweet to the Christian is Saturday night! Another week of
tnil over. It may be that, putting on his slippers and drawing up to the
cheerful fire, he exclaims, "How amiable are ~1hy tabernacles, 0 Lord
of hosts! My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the Lord;
my heart and my flesh crieth out for the living God!" And, when it
comes, what rest on earth is like that of sitting in the house of God,
and drinking in the refre~hing stream from the pure water of eternal
life? Ah! the true Christian realises that the Lord's day is a spiritual
boon, in that it is.A. sign of the covenant. " Speak thou also unto the children of Israel,
saying, Verily my Sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is a sign between me
and you throughout your generations: that ye may know that I am
the Lord that doth sanctify you. It is a sign between me and the children of Israel for ever: for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth,
and on the seventh day He rested, and was refreshed" (Ex. xxxi. 13, 17).
Again, that it is a type of lzeave?~ly rest. ., And God did re:,t the seventh
day from all His works. There remaineth, therefore, a rest for the
people of God " (Heb. iv. 4, 9).
And then, that Christ is Lcrd of it: "Therefore the Son of Man is
Lord also of the Sabbath" (Mark ii. 28.) Saints, when the heart is
right, not merely observe it and honour it, but rl!Joice in it! "This is the
<lay which the Lord hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it" (Ps.
cxviii. 24). "If thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing
thy pleasure on my holy day: and call the Sabbath a delight, the holy of
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the Lord, honourable; and shalt honour Him, not doing thine own ways,
nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words: then l'Jhalt
thou delight thyself in the Lord, and I will cause thee to ride upon the
high places of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy
father: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it."
Knowest thou not, dear reader, sometimes-at all events-what it is todelight thyself in the Lord on His holy day, and gain the spiritual advantage and reward?
And now, to bring the matter to a praotioal conCltlSion, for we hold that
it is not suffioient to state a case and draw attention to facts in support of
it. The great thing is, How can we 'ameliorate the evil referred to? It
has been w II said, "Actions speak louder than words," and "A good
man's life is a oonstant sermon." :Ely way of practical conclusion, then, we·
would mention three thingsI. Let us honour the Sabbath day ourselves more than ever.
H. Let us be firm in this matter, and not be led away by the'
plau ible views of the anti-sabbatarians of the day.
Ill. Can we not invite the thoughtless and unconcerned to the house
of God? We have the greatest possible faith in bringing them under
the sound of the Gospel, and letting the Holy Spirit do His own work iu
His own way.
'
1. How can I honour His day more than I have? One thing I would
name-the receiving of letters or newspapers on the Lord's day causes
the employment of many thousands vf persons, such as letter-caniers,
post-office clerks, railway servants, and others connected with their dispatch and conveyance on that sacred day, depriving them wholly or
partially ofthe rest of the Sabbath and the means of grace. "We would
recommend you," say:> one, "to address a letter to the postmaster of your
town requesting him to detain until Monday all letters and newspapers
for you, which, in the ordinary course, would have been delivered on the
Lord's day, and thus to protest against a system so extensively injurious,
and which is in direct violation of the law of God. With this request, if
made in writing, the postmaster is bound t:: comply. . This plan has been
adopted to a great extent throughout the country, not only as we learn
without inconvenience, but much to the spiritual enjoyment of the'
persons adopting it. In Bath, Liverpool, Manchester, Shrewsbury,
Hertford, Tannton, Ipswich, Swansea, York, and more than four hundred
other places, many thousands of persons have refused to receive their
letters on the Lord's day. In London no letters are delivered from the
Post Office on tho Lord's day, nor collected; and, a few years since, when
a proposal was made that there should be a delivery, it was met with such
opposition from the bankers, merchants, solicitors, general traders, and,
indeed, from every class of society, that it was abandoned. In Edinburgh,
Belfast, and one hundred and twenty other towns, there is no delivery of
letters on the Lord's day." This is one way, then, that we can observe
the day IT"ore strictly. Depend upon it, God will bloss those who honour the
Sabbath day.
A gentleman, writing to the Rev. R. Maguire, stated: "In one of the
many vicissitudes of my life, I took a small businesR, for which I paid
£200, in hope of earning sufficient to provide for my family (seven in all).
I found afterwards that the principal profits were made on the Sabbath
day. Having, by previous affliction, been drawn to religion, I made no
hesitation, but immediately gave notice that the business would not be
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·carried on on Sundays, and, in spite of persuasion, and even accusation of
not doing my duty to my children, I persevered. The business did not
succeed, but the blessing of God attended my keeping holy the Sabbath
day, for in about six months I had two different appointments, one of
which I had a slight expectation of, but the other not the least idea df,
which was of such importance that I resigned the first to devote my time
to the second, and I entirely attribute this blessing in my worldly affairs
to God's gracious reward for my obedience to His sacred commar'.dment."
11. Let us be firm, and not carried away by the specious arguments of tltOse
who honour not this holy day of rest. It sounds plausible enough-"A working man, after the toil of the week. needs fresh air and green fields."
Opportunilies should be given for these by all possible means; but,
depend upon it, those who advise such a course with regard to the Sab'bath have little thirst for spiritual things themselves. For one, I can bear
testimony to the fact how truly rest is realised in connection with the
peaceful worship of God in the house of prayer. The holiday-maker and
:Sabbath excursionist is not the one that is refreshed on the Monday
morning, and enabled to go to his work again with vigour, but it is the
man who, looking to the higher interest of the immortal soul, has
,gained a refreshing in the presence of the Lord, that returns to his
labours a brighter and a brisker man.
But notice another specious way in which it is put. Says a pOpUlal'
preacher, "Religion is a matter for private application, and the observance or non-observance of the Lord's day, with a little more or less
,strictness in the matter of going to church, working or not working, is
nothing to a man who has the SPIRIT OF CIIRIST DRIJ:P DOWN IN nIS
.HEART." Subtle and dangerous teaching! The man who has Christ
-only on his shallow brain may live loose to the worship of God on th(~
Lord's day; but the man who has the Spirit of Christ deep dO'.Qn in Ms
.heart will fiud, I believe, his delight in doing as Hannah did, "going in
and out of the temple on the Lord's day."
Notice another specious argument. The same preacher states, "Why,
in one large town in England, 212,243 people were found in publichouses on Sunday; " adding, "That is what Sabbatarians in this country
are doing; and the remedy proposed is opening museums, the Crystal
Palace, and places of amusement on the Sunday." But is this true?
Is it those that hold the Sa':>bath as a boon and as a day of spiritual
worship that have been the means of filling public-houses? Yea, rather,
dS it not their own sinful natures that have led them to this, and will they
learn ought abont those sinful natures by visiting the British Museum
.and the like? Yea, rather, will anything reach them but the Gospel of
Christ, applied by the Holy Spirit? Is not the Christian remedy far bet~el'
than that of the anti-sabbatarians? Will art, science, and music, so
much prized and highly important in tlJ.eir place-will they save the
.immortal Roul? and will the plea at the judgment day do-Cl We went to
the museum and places of amusement on that day, thinking to do Thee
-'Service"? Away, away with all such specious views! Let us be firm and
true to the principles of our most holy religion. And now, lastly-

Ill. Can we not invite the thoughtless and unconeerned to the house of God?'
for, as we have said, we have the greatest possible faith in bringing thom
under the sound of the Gospel, and letting the Holy Spirit work in IIil;
-own time and way. We have far more confidence in this than the fitlul
starts of the revival system, which stirs up for the time, but mostly end!;
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in a great deal of smoke. In the town in which we live there are 12'
churches and 33 chapels, of all grades and shades; in all, 45. The
population is 61,381. Say that the average number who attend
these various places is 800-which I am sure exceeds the number-this
would give 36,000. Deduct this from the above, it leaves 25,381 persons
who never attend a place of worship at all. Of course, from this must
be deducted old people and young children; still this leaves a large
surplus. Oh, can we not lay the hand upon the shoulder of some' stray
ones, and say, "Come with us, and we will do thee good!" Whoknows how many amongst the vast number are the Lord's own, in an
unregenerate state, and this is one of the means employed to bring them
into the fold of Christ?
Ah, dear friends, putting all these things together, be it ours to sing
concerning the Lord's day" Sweet to the soul the parting ray
Which ushers placid evening in;
When, with the still expiring day,
The peaceful Sabbath hours begin.
How grateful to the anxious breast
'1'hose sacred hours of heavenly rest!
"Hushed is the tumult of the day,
And worldly cares and business cease;
While the soft vesper breezes play
T,) hymn the glad return of peace.
Oh, season blest! oh, moments given
To turn the vagrant thoughts to heaven!
" Oft as the hallowed hours shall come,
Oh. raise my thoughts from earthly things,
And bear them to my heavenly home
On living faith's immortal wings!
Till the last gleam of life decay
In one eternal Sabbath day! "
Derby.
G. C.
THE BLESSING Ol!' THE LORD.
must be like Isaac, a child of promise. God gives usroason to believe that He will give us such a thing; then He exeroises
our faith by throwing a variety of difficulties in the way, and by postponing to accomplish His purposes till both our faith and patience are
almost exhausted. Then at once an unexpected turn brings all to an
issue. He also frequentlyexeroises His people, so as to make them from
the heart willing to part with their Isaac, and, like Abraham, to slay him
with their hands, before they have the full enjoyment of the desired
11essing. If we are God's children, we shall never enjoy anything,.howover small and trivial, as the children of the world do. We must receive
it by faith, keep and use it by faith. Faith is as needful for us daily as
the air we breathe and the food that supports us. If we live at all toGod, we must live by faith, and then the blessing thus received is doubly
sweet and precious. It is like a sacrament to the believing soul, a sign
and proof from heaven of God's goodness to us, good-will towards us,
and care over us. Thus, in infinite mercy, He trains up His children
to live like children on the affection, love, care, and provision of their
Father. God is good, does all things well, and for the good of His
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children.--Krause.
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RECOLLECTIONS OF THE MISSION WEEK-DAY SERVICES
AT ST. LUKE'S, BEDMINSTER.
A WISH having been expressed by some who were present that the
sermons preached on these week-days evenings might be printed, I sit
down for the purpose of noting down what the Lord the Spirit may be
pleased to bring to remembrance, as spoken upon these several evenings.
And, first, I would just state that, having heen disappointed in no less
than ten applications which I had made for assistance during the Missionweek, I was compelled myself to take the Church services, whilst my
friend and coadjutor took those at the Mission Hall.
Although labouring under a cold and sore throat through the week, I
am bound to testify that I never remember to have mora fully realised
the Ijord's presence and the putting forth of His own almighty power,
than I did upon the opening week-evening service. What I felt in the
pulpit was to me something remarkable, seemingly to exceed all I had
over aforetime experienced. In a word, ! felt the Lord to be with us of
a truth. Singular to say, however, that afterwards, being confined a
prisoner to the house, the depths of soul-exercise and spiritual anguish
(especially during the night season) baflles description. And yet (I
,.,peak it to the praise of my covenant God) ona night of intense soulconflict in particular was followed by two precious testimonies from
Australia and another from London, of blessing received through the
pages of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Thus, dear reader, the Lord times His
:mercies; bringing us down into a low place and condition, and then, in
such a merciful and gracious way, sending one of His precious lovemessages. To His great and glorious name be all the praise!
Having contemplated J ehovah, in His Trinity of Persons, Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost, on the previous Sunday, I had announced as my subj ects for the five week~evening services, Christ as the Wonderful, Christ
as the Counsellor, Christ as the Mighty God, Christ as the Everlasting
Father, and Christ as the Prince of Peace.
After a short selection from the Prayers, two hymns, and extemporo
prayer in the pulpit, the sixth verse of the ninth chapter of Isaiah was
rcad. Attention was called to the fact that the language was rendered in
ihpresent tense: "Unto us a Child ?'s born, unto us a Son is given;"
and yet upwards of seven hundred years passed away before this became
literally a fact. This taught us that Jehovah does not regard time as
we do. With Him a thousand years are as a day, and a day as a thousand years. Everything stands naked and open before His omniscient
eye. He lives in one eternal NOW. This is a matter of great importance,
because by it we are reminded that what has been declared as coming to
pass, and which is not as yet fulfilled, shall in due time be accomplished,
even as all that was foreshown in the past has by degrees been fulfilled.
"His name shall be called Wonderful;" and He was in very deed
wonderful in His birth; wonderful in His life; wonderful in His words
and in His works; wonderful in His death; wonderful in His resurrection; wonderful in His ascension; wonderful as He sits upon His throne,
the admiration of His glorified people-a number which no man can
number, gathered out of every nation, kindred, and people.
I have said He was wonderful in His works. When John the Baptist
(who had been so identified with Christ, and by the prophet Isaiah
declared to be His forerunner) was cast into prison, as I believe, he was
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talron (as wo often are) with a fit of unbelief. Hence, he sent two of' hig
dis iplos to Jesus to ask Him, "Art Thou He that should come? or look
w for another? . . . And in that same hour He cured many of their
infirmities and plagues, and of evil spirits; and unto many that were blind
o o-ave sight. Then Jesus answering, said unto them, Go your way,
andtell John what things ye have seen and heard; how that the blind
see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are
raised; and (though last, not least) to the poor the Gospel is preached."
Ah, that has been a precious saying to me for many, many years, "To
the poor the Gospel is preached;" and, because I have so long loved
that saying, I had it placed over yonder porch when this church was
,erected.
And now observe:
"And blessed is he whosoever shall not be offended in me."
Now, here is a test for you, dear fellow-sinners. Are you offended with
J" esus? Is He to yo~, what He is to all by nature, (, as a root out of a
dry ground, without form or comeliness"? Are you saying, " \Vho is
the Lord, that I should obey Him? I will not have this Man to reign
over me"? Do you say, as the Jews did, "Is not this the carpenter's
Son?" or is He "all your salvation and all your desire" ?-yea, "the
Chiefest among ten thousand, the altogether lovely" ?
Oh, what a mercy not to be "offended in Him!" What a mercy
for Him to be, in very deed, in our heart's experience, "The Wonderful ! " Wonderful in all His dealings, both in providence and grace. He
is the Wonderful down here, dear child of God, amid all our sin, and
carnality, and misery; but oh, how much more will He be "The Wonderful" up there, when we are" delivered from the burden of the flesh! "
Yes, the myriads upon myriads now before the throne, who_G<

Once were mourners here below,
And wet their couch with tears;

IWhoWithwrestled
hard, as we do now,
sins and doubts and fears; "

they found Him indeed to be "wonderful in counsel, and excellent in
working; " and, as they gaze upon Him, now seated upon His throne,
they admiringly and adoringly testify, as did the Queen of Sheba to
Solomon, "Behold, the half was not told me."
We cannot recall what was said beyond the above; but the reader is
here furnished with the key, and can readily imagine the line of things
that waS taken. But how remarkable it is that what was personally
attended with most sweetness and savour is soonest taken away. How it
proves it to be of God, and out of the creature's reach, and utterly beyoml
his power or control.
In all probability, had the disciples been asked particulars of what
,J esus had said, when they testified, "Did not our heart burn within us,
while He talked with us by the way, and opened to us the Scriptures?"
th",y would have been at a lOBS to tell. It was more the accompaniment
of the words-that is, the savour, the power, the dew, the unction-than
the words themselves. In all probability those words, in themselves
considered, were not more pointed or powerful than those which He
again and again had spoken; but it was the circumstances and the special
power that now accompanied them which made the difference.
And so it is with respect to both the apeakz'ng and the hearing the Word
of the Lord. The self-same Word is heard by fJie many, but it is only
.the few who hear to purpose. Why? Because the Holy Ghost, ai a
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Sovereign, puts powe... and unction and dew into the Word wheresoever,
whensoever, and to whomsoever it pleaseth Him.
In speaking, oftentimes the preacher may think, "Well, this will
surely meet the case of So-and-so or So-and-so." In all human probability if afterwards he happens to have an opportunity of conferring
with them, he finds he was greatly mistaken. No special power or
divine application was made as he supposed. On the contrary, perhaps.
the testimony met a case or cases not even personally known, much less
thought of.
Now, these very facts may well comfort the hearts of the Lord's
trembling and timid ones, because they go to prove that it is not the
mere word of man will suffice. It is for tlte Lord's voice they are listening'; and this-and nothing less than this-will suffice.
The same principle hDlds good with regard to ministers under whom
they have aforetime been blessed. After an interval, it may be, they
hear, but not with the same power. The,y are at a loss to know the
reason. It is easily to be accounted for. They have been looking to the
servqnt, rather than to his Master! They have been taking for granted that,
because they hat'e been blessed, they shall, as a matter of course, be blessed.
But it is not so. It is only as it pleases the Holy Ghost that a blessing
attends the testimony; and He will not, in the leastwise, have the creature looked to or rested in, short of Himself !
Rightly viewed, therefore, so far from the Lord's dear children writing
bitter things against themselves because they cannot now hear as they
once did hear, they may thank God for thus teaching them to look off
from the creature to Himself, and causing them to feel that lack which
He, and He alone, can supply. Moreover, it bespeaks spiritual discernment and an experimental knowledge of the di.tinction and contrast.
There was one thought specially dwelt upon in the introduction of the
subject on the first evening, and that was, that the Lord could only be
known or apprehended in these His glorious characters, by FAITH.
Hence the eleventh of the Hebrews was again strongly and affectionately
urged to be read and prayerfully considered. In proportion as it was
duly weighed would the great principle of faith, "as the substance of
tbings hoped for, and the evidence of things not seen," be seen in operation in connection with the various characters and their diversified
circumstances as there described. There was nothing to be seen or felt;
nothing tangible to the senses. It was all-important that this fact
should be kept in view, considering the wide-spread effort which was
now being made to bring Christ, and the things of Christ, down to the
fleshly mind or imagination. This was idolatry, and most offensive to
God.
"Wherefore," says the Apostle Paul, "henceforth know we no man
after the flesh; yea, thouglt we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now
lienceforth know we Him no more .. " and the Apostle Peter likewise testified,
with respect to Christ, "Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom,
though now ye see Him not, yet BELIEVING, ye reioice with joy
unspeakable, and full of glory."
:What principle, therefore, can be more important than that of FAITH?
" And His name shall be called
Counsellor."
If a man is in trouble or perplexity, and perfectly at a loss to know
what to do, how glad if' he of advice. But, in proportion as his caso i~
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~omplicated or serious, how anxious is he to go to the right man for
counsel or instruction. Especially is this the case with respect to legal
matters.
In dealing with a case, a counsellor likes to have frankness, plainness,
and confidence. He wishes matters to be put before him as plainly, yet
as concisely, as possible. This done, he objects to dictation or interference. Matters must be left entirely with him, otherwise his judgment and his skill are called in question, and he might be disposed to
throw up such a case.
I was once in the Bristol court when a man was under trial upon a
charge of murder. Next day, at the railway station, I thought I
Tecognised in a very young counsellor the pleader of the previous day.
I ventured to ask him the question. Re readily acknowledged himself
as such. "l very much admired the zeal with which you pleaded,"
said I, "but the man was guilty, notwithstanding." "Oh, yes," said
the counsellor, "he was guilty; and so repeatedly was he' wishing to
speak to and interrupt me, that I had to tell him to be quiet, unless he
wished to he hanged."
Now, here was a case of leaving matters in another's hands, without
illctation or interference.
But a case may be but imperfectly understood. Other cases mfty interfere, so as to perplex or bewilder the pleader. There may lack a becoming
interest. The case itself may be bad, and there is an opposing counsel
to contend with. Moreover, our laws are so complicated that, even
when one court has decided, another may be appealed to. Judges, too,
may differ in their views of a case; so that oftentimes the poor client is
at a loss to know when his case is really decided.
Row different, however, is it with the great and gracious Counsellor!
He sees a case at a glance. He views it in all its bearings in the
twinkling of an eye; and, although He loves to listen to the statements of
Ris poor stammering ones, as they seek to tell out their case as best they
can before Rim, yet it is by no means for the sake of enlightening Him.
He knows infinitely more about their case than they do the'lJselves.
Aye, and He has to do with some desperate cases-bad, black as they
can be. Nay, they are all bad cases which are taken to Him; but Re
never refuses to undertake such.
The earthly counsellor can only listen to and take one case in hand. at
·a time, and he can only be seen at certain times and seasons; but the
heavenly Counsellor attends to numberless cases at one and the same
'time.
When I go to Him of a morning for counsel and instruction, I commonly
think of the myriads upon myriads which, morning by morning, and day
by day, are waiting upon Him, from east, west, north, and south.
Europe, Asia, Africa, and America are, day by day and moment by
moment, sending up their myriads upon myriads of applicants to this
great and gracious Counsellor! He is equal to every case. He never
tires nor grows old nor weary. I speak it with reverence, He is as young
and as fresh and as able as ever. He has never lost a case, nor will Re.
Re is the Wonderful Counsellor.
Nor does He ever take a fee. Re does what Re does for nothing.
His terms are, "without money and without price." There never was
such a market as that kept by Rim. Re welcomes all comers. Listen
to Ris invitation: "Ro! every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters,
?
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and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy
wine and milk without money and without price."
You need never hesitate or scruple as to what you may go to this great
and gracious Counsellor about. Moses of old, as His type, said, "The cause
that is too hard for thee, bring it unto me, and I will hear it." And the
Apostle Paul was commissioned to say, "Be careful for nothing; but in
everything, by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known unto God; and the peace of God, which passeth all
understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus."
Now, out of the many examples which are presented in God's blessed
Word, let me give you one. You will find it in the third chapter of the
first of Kings, when" the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night:
and God said, Ask what I shall give thee."
Now, mark the simplicity and teachableness of Solomon, though a
king: "And now, 0 Lord my God, Thou hast made Thy servant king
instead :of David my father: and I am but a little child: I know not
llOW to go out or come in. And Thy servant is in the midst of Thy
people which Thou hast chosen, a great people, that cannot be numbered
nor counted for multitude. Give therefore Thy servant an understanding
heart to judge Thy people, that I may discern between good and bad:
for who is able to judge this Thy so great a people?" (1 Kings iii. 7-9.)
We find that "the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked
ihis thing. And God said unto him, B~cause thou hast asked this thing,
and has not asked for thyself long life; neither has~ asked riches for
thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine enemies; but hast asked for thyself understanding to discern judgment; behold, I have done according
to thy words: 10, I have given thee a wise and an understanding heart ;.
so that there was none like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any
arise like unto thee. And I have also given thee that which thou has~
not asked, both riches and honour: so that there shall not be any among
the kings like unto thee all thy days. And if thou wilt walk in my ways,
to keep my statutes and my commandments, as thy father David did walk,
then I will lengthen thy days. And Solomon awoke; and, behold, it was
a dream. And he came to Jerusalem, and stood before the ark of th6'
covenant of the Lord, and offered up burnt offerings, and offered peace
offerings, and made a feast to all his servants" (vel'. 10-15).
Immediately afterwards, two women that were harlots came and stood
before the king. The one had a dead child, the other a living one. The
one asserted that the living child was hers, and the dead one the other's.
This the other denied, asserting that the living child belonged to herself,.
whilst the dead child was the other woman's. Who could decide such a
case, where both the applicants were low and abandoned women? WhO'
was to know which spoke the truth? Now, mark the wisdom which
was given to Solomon, and see how, in answer to his simple, childlike
prayer, the Wonderful Counsellor counselled him.
" And the king said, Bl'ing me a sword. And they brou~ht a sword.
before the king. And the king said, Divide the living child in two, and
give half to the one, and half to the other. Then spake the woman whose
the living child was unto the king, for her bowels yearned upon her son, and
she said, 0 my lord, g£ve her the living child, and in no w£se slay it. But the
other said, Let it be neither mine or thine, but divide it. Then the king
answered and said, Give her the living child, and in no wise slay it: s71&
£s the mother thereof."
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Cl And all Israel heard of the judgment which the king had judged;
and they feared the king: for they saw that the wisdom of God was in
him, to do judgment."

THOUGHTS UPON HEARERS AND HEA.RING.
WHAT is merely heard is liable to be forgotten; but what is practised is
sure to be remembered.
If I sincerely desire a gracious frame in going to hear the Gospel, the
Lord alone must frame that gracious desire.
When the. Lord applies wisdom to the heart of a hearer of the Gospel,
that hearer applies his heart unto wisdom.
It is one thing to have truths learned in the judgment, and quite
another to have them burned into the heart.
The Lord alone can open and circumcise a man's ear. "The hearing
ear, and the seeing eye, the Lord hath made even both of them."
There is no fruit without first a blossom; but there is much blossom,
both naturally and spiritually, that never comes to fruit.
If Jesus had not seen the blind man (John ix.) when He passed by,
the blind man would never have seen Jesus. If Christ had not sought
Zacchrel1s, Zacchreus would never have sought Christ.
A good hearer will not often rest contentedly in the house of the Lord
unless the Lord of the house meets with him and condescends to bless
him.
A sleepy hearer is in a truly dangerous condition; for it was "while
men slept" that the enemy sowed his tares.
A critical hearer, who looks only for chaff, is sure to find more or less
of what he seeks; but he will find chaff sorry food to live on, and a poor
foundation to die upon.
Oh, for less looking to the ambassadors of peace, and for more looking
through them to the Prince of Peace who sends them! " My sheep hear
MY voice." "I will hear what God the Lord will speak; for He will
speak peace unto His people, and to His sai.o.ts."
We read that Bethel was called Luz at the first. Luz signifies
separation; Bethel, the house of God. And in experience it is true that a
l'eal separation must take place from worldlings before the house of Gael
is rightly used or prized.
Some hearers, like certain plants, grow more in the !lead than in the
heart.
H there are mysteries in nature which the most enlightened men of
science cannot fathom, how can we expect, in this time-state, to comprehend the great mysteries of grace and godliness?
To an unwise hearer, a parable is like a cloud which hides the sun:
but to them to whom it is given to understand the mysteries of the
kin~dom of heaven, a parable is like a mirror to reflect the sun's rays.
"The secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him;" and" The fear of
the Lord is the beginning of wisdom."
It takes as much grace to receive reproof into the pew as it' does to
give it from the pulpit.
Free-grace hearers, who are favoured to enjoy constantly the privilE?ge
of hearing God's satisfying truth, cannot be mtisfied with their hearing.
p 2
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They find it swoet to attend to the form when the Lord attends with the
power. "Power belongeth unto God."
A searching sermon will produce different effects upon different hearers.
Some it will drive to their feet, and others to their knees. However
deeply probed the soul may bE>, it is a profitable hearing-time which
causes the hearer to pour out his soul before the Lord in secret, desiring
to be made right and honest, at any cost.
The yoke of a wife, and five yoke of oxen, kept .L'Vo men away from
the marriage feast.
It is one thing to make a good profession, ""~ another to make that
profession good. Oh, for rich grace to bfl "doled to do both!
A wise hearer maketh a glad preacher, but a glad preacher cannot
make one of his hearers wise.
Sometimes when I am comforted under the Gospel's joyful sound, I am
tempted to fear that I did not get the comfort honestly; and often, when
I am searched, I fear there is very little honesty at alL But those are
the most disheartening hearing-times when I am neither comforted nor
searched.
The blind man was not cured by the clay, nor without the clay, but by
the application of the clay by the hand of Christ. He might have put
clay on his own eyes; but that would not have produced any "beneficial
effect. And it is precisely thus with the means of grace. We are not
blessed because we attend to the means; we are not even blessed by the
means, in themselves; but by the Lord manifesting His gracious
power in and through the means of His own appointing.
" It is a good thing that the heart be established with grace." When
a high wind blows, it is far more likely to bring down a loose tile from
the roof than a stone out of the wall j so those heady professors who
have no fastening are soonest blown !tbout by the high winds of erroneous
doctrine. "Let my heart be sound in Thy statutes."
.
When spring returns, the hedges put forth their green leaves and fair
blossoms; but the stakes which held the hedge together all through the
winter remain dead all the summer. When God's time comes, the plants of
His right hand planting must live; but a sinner dead in sin can no more
give himself spiritual life than the dead stick in the nedgerow can ot'
itself bud and bloom. "The dead shall hear the voice of the Son of
God; and they that hear shall live."
They are indeed good hearing-times in which the sweet and powerful
voice of' Jesus is heard speaking through the instruments, however base
and despised those instruments may be in the eyes of a carnal hearer.
At such refreshing and memorable seasons the soul can sweetly say, first,
" How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of HIM that bringeth
good tidings, that publisheth peace" (Isa. lii. 7) j and, secondly, "How
beautiful are the feet of them that preach the Gospel of peace, and bring
glad tidings of good things" (Rom. x. 15).
It is sometimes ordered, by the sovereign pleasure of God, that, of two
hearers sitting on the same seat, one shall be sweetly favoured to drink
in the Gospel message, and the other shall experience a barren season.
How fervently, at such a time, the soul cries to her Lord, "Thou that
dwellest in the gardens, the companions hearken to Thy voice; cause me
to hear it " (Solomon's Song viii. 13).
The jailor at Philippi could not attend Paul's preaching on account of
his prison duties; and therefore the providence of God so worked that
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Paul and Silas must be sent to prisoll, on purpose to preach to this choson
vessol. If there is any free-will to Le soen in this (;il'cumstance, it is the
free and sovereign will of J ehovah alone.
The devils believe the truth of God, and tremble; unfallen angels
believe it, and rejoice; ransomed sinners believe it, rejoice in it, and love
and prize it. But Gospel-hardened sinners, even though constantly
under its sound, will do neither one nor the other, but despise and reject
it. Such hearers are generally well satisfied with their state; but it is a
very unsatisfactory state to be in.
In the parable of the sower, it is instructive to notice how differently
tribulation works upon different classes of hearers.
In the thorny
ground, it choked the Word; in the stony places, it offended the hearers:
but by the good ground, fruit was brought forth with patience. And it is
tribulation that" worketh patience."
Christ cursed the barren fig-tree, because it produced leaves in pro~
fusion, but yielded no fruit. It is a mercy to have the green leaves
(J er. xvii. 8) of profession if those leaves cover fruit; but frui tless
branches are nigh unto cur'sing, whose end is to be burned.
London.
W. WILEMAN.

THE TWENTY-THIRD PSALM.
" The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down ill,
green pastu1'es; Be leadeth me beside the stilt waters," §·o.
" There shall be one fold and one Shepherd."

WORDS of comfort bringing,
. With the opening year,
Quelling every l'isiug doubt,
Hushing every fear.
Our hearts re-echo every word,
We love the grand old Psa.Im,
Its music lingers on our ear,
Its truths our spirits calm.
Unfolded to the eye of faith,
We view the distant scene;
The gentle Shepherd leads His flock
To pastures rich and green.
In paths of righteousness and peace,
Where living waters How,
Where Sharon's rose its perfume
sheds,
And purest lilies grow.
0, Thou great Shepherd of Thy sheep,
Our ever faithful Guide,
Restore us e'er we wander,
And keep us near Thy side.
Dalkeith.

If called to tread the darksome vale,
Thine arm shall bear us through;

For Thou hast conquered death for us,
And made us conquerors, too.
Refreshed and strengthened by Hili
grace,
We'l! gladly onward go;
Remembering that our Shepherd
King
.
Has vanquished every foe.
His rod and Etaff will ever cheer
'.rhe people of His choice;
They feel His presence ever near,
And well they know His voice.
His goodness and His mercy, too,
Will follow us each day,
And gratefully we'l! sing His praise,
Along our pilgrim way.
Rejoicing in the story
Of our Redeemer's love;
Until He bids us dwell with Him
In His bright home above.

GOD'S servants have the" tongue of the learned," though they may
not always know the learned tongues.
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1f]ilgrim ittptrs.
DARK LINES.
A OHRISTIAN woman, in her visits to the poor, said to a man who was
very ill, "You know you are a sinner." The sick man raised himself up
in bed with indignation, and said, "Ma'am, you're greatly mistaken; I
have got testimonials to prove the contrary." Now, this is but the
expression of a universal conviction. Look where we may, there is the
ame root in the heart of every child of man, and from this root springs
all the evils, both in practice and doctrine, that have appeared in our
world. The first mark of grace in the soul is conviction of sin, and
religion, without this for a beginning, is like a building without a foundation, a plant without root, clouds without water, a form without life.
When Satan set to work to entrap our mother, Eve, this was the snare
laid for her-" Ye shall be as gods." This looked like an enormous
recompense for the plunder of an apple. "She saw it was a tree to be
desired to make one wise." But it was wise in wickedness, wise in
Satan's works and ways; as saith the Word, "Wise to do evil, but to do
good they have no knowledge." This is man by nature. "Every
imagination of the thoughts of his heart only evil continuany." " The
throat an open sepulchre, the poison of asps under the lips, the mouth
full of cursing and bitterness, the feet swift to shed blood; tho way of
peace they have not known; there is no fear of God before their eyes.
Without understanding, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful, backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters; full of envy,
murder, deceit, malignity; filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness,
covetousness" (see Rom. i. and iii.). This is God's description of fallen
man, and the fact which shuts out all hope, as far as the creature is concerned, is this-he is not aware of his case, for he is" dead in tresjJas8Cs and
sins." Now, few in this religious age believe that. They allow man is
fallen very far from holiness and from God. They admit that the
wickedness of man in his sayings and doings is great, but do they believe,
in its true extent, as the Spirit of God declares, that man by nature is
"ilead in trespasses and sins?" If this assertion were believed, what
becomes of all the pretty illustrations that are used by those who profess
to preach the Gospel to sinners, about ropes, and planks, and lifeboats,
and fire escapes, and such like? Let us keep to the fact given us in the
Word: "You hath He quickened who were dead." Throw a rope to a
corpse- how is it then? The numerous tropes and figures that alarm or
amuse the listeners, if fairly told were to be of sel'vice to, and made use
of by, the dead, how ridiculous the illustrations would appear!
But the great mass of professors, as well as the profane, do not believe
in total depravity. They believe in general sinfulness, but not in personal
ruin, not death in the nature, and the absence of will, power, and capacity
to receive the things of God. " Thf1 natural man receiveth not the things
of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he
know them, becau.~e they are spiritually discorned" (1 001'. ii. 14). There
is no life in the soul-there is no faculty to embrace divine truth, nor
place for it in the heart. It is closed against God's testimony of sin and
salvation, for there is no vital capability whereby this record of God can
be received. There is no right feeling about sin in the mind. The consequences of sin discovered, is as far as tho natural heart can go, and, in
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-aomo cases, remorse for actual sin may be very deeply felt and mournod
over. Wrong deeds may bring the fear of discovery and shame, but this
is different to conviction of sin by the light of the Spirit, which shows up
-sin in the nature, sin in practice being the offspring and outcome of the sin
of the heart. Said godly J oseph, "How can I do this great wickedness,
and sin la~ainst God?" He did not refer the issue to man in any sense;
and David, under the power of the Spirit, declared, "Against Thee, .Thee
only, have I sinned, and done this evil in Thy sight." When the light of
truth breaks in upon a soul, whether it be the first streak of dawn or the
after discoveries of sin, the true sign that the light comes from heaven
is, that the sinner feels he has sinned against God and deserves hell,
though. in the case of not a few of God's people, this may be but a slender
ray of light at first that discovers the darkness within.
We hear much in our day of being" drawn by love," and the instance
usually cited of such an experience is the case of Lydia, "whose heart
ihe Lord opened." To begin with, we find this woman is called a "worshipper of God," and an associate of those godly persons in Philippi who
·on Sabbath days were wont to meet for prayer. In the regions of gross
darkness, and surrounded by idolatry, this was a marvellous gathering
"by the river side," nor can we doubt but these favoured few were" a
'band whose hearts God had touched; " but they needed something beyond
the light imparted to them. The revelation of God in Ohrist must be
proclaimed to them, and to this end Paul, in a vision, is commanded by
God to visit Macedonia, and his first sermon is preached by this river
side" to the women that resorted there," when, we read (Acts xvi.), "The
Lord opened Lydia's heart to attend to the things spoken by Paul."
Where is the warrant in this Scripture history to draw a conclusion
so antagonistic to God's truth and Spirit-taught experience, that a sinner
can be healed before he is wounded, made alive before he is killed, enjoy
salvation without any feeling sense of his danger, and profess gratitude
to a Saviour without having realised, more or less, some apprehension
,of his perilous situation when without God and without hope? Lydia's
case clearly is one that proves where God begins He will surely finish,
for" His work is perfect." All whom God quickens, He has bound Himself to reveal Jesus to their souls, " for there is no other name under heaven
given among men whereby we must be saved" (Acts iv. 12); and this
.expression, " whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended to the things
which were spoken by Panl," evidently marked the period when Ohrist
was received into her heart, her fetters broken, her year of jubilee come,
and the blessed exchange made of "beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for
mourning, the garments of praise for the spirit of heaviness," the twilight
of conviction for the daylight of adoption, the bondage of the law for
the liberty of the Gospel-all of which is gathered from her brief history
in the open avowal of her faith, hope, and love in Ohrist Jesus.
"Drawn by love," without anxiety, alarm, or fear, is a favourite notion
of Arminians and letter-faith Oalvinists, who have never been brought
to a solemn sight of this foundation truth-total depravity-and ignoa'ance 01' defective views of this fact are always associated with. enmity to
the doctrines of grace. "Your doctrines are too high for me," said a
hearer to the minister of St. Mary's, Woolnoth, the Rev. John Newtono
"The reason of that, madam, is," replied the old man, "you have not
been brought low enough. When you see yourself as you are, you will
.gladly receive them as your only hope of salvation."
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Satan's text, "Ye shall be as gods," is engraved upon every human
heart. Man enters the world a ready-made sinner by reason of the fall.
This is the inheritance of all mankind-the election of grace includ~d
(Rom. v. 19; viIi. 20). Born in sin (Psa. li. 5), man displays from hlS
earliest youth the original depravity of his nature (Psa. Iviii. 3). To all
that bears the impress of divine truth, "he is as the deaf adder that
sto-ppeth the ear, and refuseth to hear the voice of the charm Ell' , charm .henever so wisely." Creature power and the merit of works, charactel'lse
every system of false worship and every sort and shade of error that has
appeared in om' world down to the present day. "Ye shall be as gods ".
contains the germ of all the enmity hidden or manifested in the heart of
man, and all the rebellion felt or proclaimed against the doctrines 01
grace. The united efforts of all Free-willers now, as of old, are thus set
forth in Scripture language, "Let us build us a city and a tower, whosetop may reach unto heaven, and let us make us a name." The flood did
not cloanse man's heart, nor obliterate Satan's text, "Ye shall be as·
gods."
Pride is the parent of free-will. As old divines used to say, "Pride is·
the shirt sin, the first on and the last off ;" and Satan is king over all
the children of pride. Every phase of free-will comes from this source.
Every unrenewed man denies the doctrine of total depravity. "He that
can truly and conscientiously ca.ll himself good has reason to .thank
heaven, be his form of Christianity what it will," was the assertlOn of
a man of ma.rk~ in the world's esteem, who had the advantage in e~rly
youth of being educated in the truth by the tender care of a godly relative ~
and this represents the faith of the world at large, that believe in man,. but
are destitute of faith in God and His record of human nature, as gIven
in His own Word. All those who are ignorant of the evil of the fall.areoppo~ed to the doctrines of grace, whether it be election, redemptlOn,
regeneration, or justification; all are alike rejected by the natural man.
!n t.heir case they see no need of salvation by grace; and, however sun~
III sm, their hope and help lie in free-will, creature ability, and the ment
of works. God's people who are brought to see and feel their sinnership
are often long in learning the fact of their total depravity. Job had totra.v el through a dreary road before he reached the spot where he ex~
claImed, "I am vile! :r abhor myself in dust and ashes!" When the
total depravity of man's nature is revealed, and all hope of salvation
from self is removed, then the ground is cleared by the Spirit of God for
a discovery of Christ. " The lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and
the haughtiness of men shall be bowed down, and the Lord alone shall
be exalted in that day." Then it is the doctrines of grace are estimated
at theu true value; then it is the heart is made humble enough to receiv9
t~em, and trace up all they knGw and enjoy of salvation to the sovereign
WIll 01 God in their election, regeneration, justification, and redemption..
Al! errors in doctrine spring from this source-defective views of man's
utter depravity. The blind assert they see, and thank God they are s~
good. The partially enlightened, that see men as trees walking, divide
the power between God. and man. We would let them in all fairness
speak for themselves. A popular preacher says, in a printed sermon,
:' There is not a soul in this vabt assembly that may not this night belllstantly saved-that may not this night have a perfect, a glor.ious, and,
.,. Sir Walter Scott.
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an everlasting righteousness, if lw will." Then, if this be true, the man's
will is not depraved; and, by this exeeption, total depravity is denied.
In the late revival movement, the ability of man to accept salvation was·
the key-note of every prayer and every set'mon, which implied a power
that cancelle~ every truth, as was reiterated again and again, "You each
have, at this moment, the power to receive or accept of the salvation God·
offers you." An o:ffer implies an acknowledgment of ability to take·
what is offered; but God has left no record in His Word of making any
sort or kind of offer to His creatures. His declaration is without degree
Ot' change, "Everyone of them is gone back; they are altogether become·
filt.hy; there is none that doeth good, no, not one." Hence, an offer will
not meet such a case; it is sovere:gn, omnipotent power man needs; it is.
the word of command from above, "Let there be light;" it is the voice
that raises the dead, and says, "Live!" All offers implied or expressed
of God's grace to fallen man, or made use of by one sinner to another,
deny the doctrine of total depravity. If it is offered in any sense, and
man can accept it, then he is not utterly depraved-nay, he can do the·
best thing an.y mortal can accomplish-he can accept salvation; and, if he
can reject the offer, then salvation is in the hands of man, and no mortal
can be sure of being saved. All offers made to fallen man only aggravate his wretched case, if convinced of sin; while it confirms the ignorant.
in self-satisfaction, and blinds the eyes of the professor to the truth of
man's total depravity. But, however falsely the propheta may prophesy,
and the people may love to have it so, the word of Christ is fulfilled in,
the case of every regenerated sinner since the fall, "No man can come.
unto me except it were given unto him of my Father."

PLEASANT MEMORIES.-No. XIV.
FOR three months I have been under the affiictive hand of a kind and!
gracious Father. The clouds have been dark, and the tempest has
threatened destruction to my sbattered barque; but I can say with theApostle, " Cast down, but not destroyed." I once thought I should never
]'ecover strength of mind or body, and both are still weak; but mercy's.
streams have not failed. Human arms, human helps have failed, but
the strong arm of the mighty God of Jacob has not failed. Earthly
hopes and many a pleasant dream have been scattered to the winds;.
many a fair castle in the air has tottered to its foundations, but the city
of God is built upon a Rock, and abideth for ever.
Looking back through these months of forced idleness and isolation~
I have some sad and some bitter memories. I have not always been able
to say, "Not as I will, but as Thou wilt." Too often my rebellious heart
has murmured and complained, and said with J acob, "All these things
are against me." For weeks it appeared to me as though" His mercy'
was clean gone for ever;" that "He had in anger shut up His tender
mercies;" and that "He would be favourable no more." Nor was it
till I had been nearly two months in the furnace that I found the clouds
breaking and the dawn of a new and blessed day appearmg. Stars of:
hope had gleamed out; but it was still dark night, till the words, which
wiil ever be a "pleasant memory," broke upon me: "0 thou affiicted,.
tossed with tempest, and not comforted, behold, I will lay thy stones with
fair colours," &c. This was the first time I had been able to think out ~
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sermon on my bed, and a precious hour it was. I soon found there
was a needs-be. I was requested to go to Cambridge and pre~ch for a
friend who had been laid aside from preaching, and there I delIvered the
sermon, which I afterwards heard was singularly blest to an elderly lady,
who met me as I left Cambridge, .and told me the Lord had just fulfilled
my words which He had blest to her the day before. She had had them
fulfilled in the removing of a heavy load of trouble. I was worn outweary and weak-for the three services had been too much for me, but
my heart was lightened of a heavy load, the Lord having once more used
'my feeble lips for His glory and His people's comfort. I returned home
to be a suffering prisoner all the week and the week following.
Another pleasant memory is in connection with the words, "And we
shall reign with Him on the earth." I found after that the words are
not exactly thus. They are: "And we shall reign on the earth." But
we know it must be with Him, for without Him we can do nothing. :' If
we suffer with Him, we shall also reign with Him." I had so preciOUS
a view of the people who should thus reign with Him-the person of the
Sovereign, and the high dignity and glory enjoyed with Him-:-th~t, for a
season, I lost all my troubles, and could and did wish that It mIght be
my pri:vilege soon to put off this my earthly and careworn tabernacle, and
enter mto perfect rest. But something says, "Not yet; a few more
sorrows, a few more conflicts before the last enemy shall be destroyed,
and death shall be swallowed up in victory." I remember I contemplated the persons who should reign with Christ, described in Rev. i., asfirst, the objects of Jehovah's love; second, the l'edeemed and bloodwashed; .third, anointed as kings; fourth, consecrated as priests, therefore,
to be a lungdom of priests, loved, washed, redeemed, anointed, and consecrated or set apart for the service and honour of God for time and
e~ernity. S~ul was made a king by the pouring of a phial of oil upon
hIS head whIle he was yet unrobed and uncrowned. David was made a
kin~ by the rouring of a horn of oil upon his hElad. He was the Lord's
.anomted, though he had a long period of trouble and sorrow to pass
th~ough before he came to the kingdom. The sons of Aaron were made
prIests by the oil of consecration, which was to follow the blood put upon
the right ear, the ri~ht hand, and the right foot; and by the putting on
of the garment.. of office-as the linen garments and the purple g:arments
-for glory and beauty. Thus those who shall reign with Chnst must
fil:st be cleansed with blood, sanctified with the oil of grace, and clothed
WIth t~e garments of salvation and the robe of righteousness. Then, as
tho bnde of Christ, she shall be found worthy to sit with Him, to commune with Him, and to reign with Him.
n. TI!e Person of the SovM·eign. My first thoughts were of Him as
"the Kmg etemal, immortal, invisible the OJJly wise God and our
Saviour." This is His name and dignity as God, King of kings and
Lord of lords. I next thought of Him as God spoke in vision to David,
".1 have found David, my servant; with my hl'1y oil have I anointed
hIm" (see PS!tlm I xxxix. 20). The King Eternal stoops from heaven
and takes a body hke our own, and suffering for sin in that body; and,
by the suffering of death, condemning sin, even destroying or making an
end of it. The fiat has gone forth. Now" He must reign until He has
subdued all things unto Himself; and, when Ho hath subdued all things
unto Himself, then shall He dClliver up tile kingdom to His T<'atber, and
God shall be All in all." And it is in this mediatorial glory He takes us
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up with Him into the heavenlies to sharc with Him the fruits of His
agonies, of His victories, and of His prevailing intercession. High and
glorious privilege, indeed, for worms so corrupt, sinners so defiled, saints
so full of imperfection in themselves, though they are "complete in
Him."
.
~
The memory of that night is a pleasant one, and the words then given
I was enabled to tell out on Sunday evening, at Oambridge. Pleasant
memories, too, I have of God's open hand when all supplies seemed at
once cut off. I shall not forget receiving on my bed that first £5, a kind
token of sympathy from a wealthy, though deeply a:fIlicted friend; nor
shall I forget the second £5, from a dear friend who was informed of my
a:fIliction; nor those tokens from some of my congregation at the hall
twice repeated. This has not, however,' been one-half of that supply the
Lord has sent us, opening ways for the disposal of goods to the amount
,of £30, sending often by the hands of strangers (to the faith) food and
drink. Oh, that we should ever doubt, when one so unworthy is thus
.cared for!
" Then, give all the glory to His holy name,
To Rim all the glory belongs;
Be it yours for ever to sound forth His fame,
And crown Him in each of your songs."
Blacknwre.
WILLIAM.

OHRIST THE RESURREOTION AND THE LIFE.
RECENTLY, while passing one of our suburban burial grounds, myattention was arrested by some six or eight young women, attired in whitc
doaks or hoods, bearing the mortal remains of one of their companions
to their last resting-place. My thoughts immedidteJy turned to the
foolish di~play of drapery, and the needless expenditure of money,
which would, doubtless, to people of their circumstances, be useful for
much better purposes at home. I felt-although I might be wrong in so
.doing-that the display was made much more to gratify the pride of
the living than to pay a tribute of respect to the dead.
But, ere I had time to proceed further in my mental animadversion, the
offiviating clergyman had approached near enough for me to hear him
with reverence and solemnity say, "For I know that my Redeemer
liveth." As he turned sharply round, this was all I heard; but, little as
it was, it was enough to turn my thoughts from things earthly and
mortal to things heavenly, immortal, and lovely. The question came up
in my mind, "",Vhat advantage is it to us to know that our Redeemer
li\'eth? ,. The answer immediately came, "Because I live ye shall live
also."
And this reminds me of a pleasant conversation I had a short time
ago with a venA,rable hear-headed saint, concerning the many shams
and delusions taught in our day. and of the difficulties and dangers by
which the pilg1'im's pathway is beset; and I think I shall never brget
the expreBsion with which he said, as the end of all argument and the
topstone to our convorsation, "THE LORD GOD OMNIPOTENT REIGNETH."
And now, beloved, as th9 Lord the Spirit may enable us, let us look at
(jne or two of the blessed vel'ities arising from the text.
There are various ways in which the blessed verity that our Redeemer
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liveth is evidenced; and, first of all, may be taken that grand and
unmistakeable evidence--the communication of divine life to our souls.
lly sovereign graco we have been brought to believe that Jesus Christ is
the Son of God, and :the Apostle St. John tells us that "He that
believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself;" so that we
know, not only from the letter of the Word, but because His blessed
Spirit hath wrought such a change in our life and conduct, in our desiresand aspirations, that no other power could have wrought, bearing
testimony to the truth of our blessed Lord's words, that" when He, the
Holy Ghost, which is the Comfoder, is come, He shall convince the world
(God's spiritual. world) of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment tocome," While we were in nature's darkness we were quite content to obey
the motions of sin-nay, more, we ardently sought to gratify the desires
of our carnal mind, and chuckled with delight when we had successfully
carried out some sinful enterprise. But what of these things now? Ah,
instead of gleefully rubbing our hands, and smiling approvingly, we
burn with shame and self-reproach at the thought, while we mentally
exclaim, " Ah, Lord, 'tis a great, great mercy, and an ever-blessed truth,.
that salvation is lill of Thy grace!" Well may we sing, as we often do" Oh, had He not pitied the state you were in,
Your bosoms His love had ne'er felt;
You all would have lived, would have died, too, in sin,
And sunk with the load of your guilt.
"What was there in you that could merit esteem,
Or give the Creator delight?
• 'Twas even so, Father,' you ever must sin~,
'Because it seemed good in Thy sight.'''
Again, we know that our Redeemer liveth by His bountiful dealings
witll us providentially. We have been brought to say with one gonG<
before us"That Christ is God I can avouch,
And for His people cares:
Since I have prayed to Him as such,
And He has heard my prayers."
Personally, I cannot boast a long pilgrimage upon earth, but 1
can a~ least say that I have hitherto had a chequered one, my father
and mother being called home just at the time when, humanly speaking,.
I most needed their kind watchfulness and care. I have been taught.
practically what the Lord can do, and does do, for the fatherless committed to His care. Were I to relate (which I cannot stay to do just
now), the way in which I have been led, preserved, and supported, I
think that aH the Lord's children would consent that the word which
sayp, "When my father and my mother forsake me, then the Lord will
take me up," applied with especial blessedness to me.
Well and
truthfully can I sing"Thou on my head in early youth didst smile,
And, though rebellious and perverse meanwhile,
Thou hast not left me, oft as I've left Thee:
On to the close, 0 Lord, abide with me! "
Again, we know from the testimony of the Word. The Apostle St-,
John tells us that they knew that the testimony given by thorn (the,
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Apostles and Evangelists) was true; aud it seems to me that, even if
'We look at the Gospel, and at the manner of the apostle·~' preaehing and
living, from a reasonable standpoint, it would be folly to assert that
they who had been with our blessed Lord from the beginning of His
ministry, and had seen all the wonders that He began both to do and
teach; they to whom He had made it known that He should be taken
and delivered to the Jews, and with wicked hands crucified and slain;
and that· they, His beloved friends. should at that hour forsake Him and
fly (ah, and that we learn they did, even though, at the time He told
them, they urged their love and fidelity, as if they would inspire Him
with a hope of better things from their hands in His hour of inexpressible trial)-I repeat that it would be folly to assert that they
would contend for a mere" figment" (so called in our day), in defence
of which they were enabled to rejoice at calamity, laugh, and sing
praises, when scourged for His sake; and close their career, suffering
the most excruciating bodily pain, rather than reproach the name of
their Redeemer, although they had once forsaken Him and fled.
Who, for instance, amongst us can conceive what a thrill of holy love
must have run through the heart of the beloved Stephen when he, being
full of the Holy Ghost, looked up steadfastly into heaven, and saw the
glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God, and said,
" Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing on the
right hand of God."
And here, beloved, we have a double evidence, that our Redeemer
liveth-first, it is evident that He liveth, or Stephen could not have
seen Him stand at the right hand of God; second, it is evident that
He li,eth, or Stephen would not have been blessed with that spirit of
forgiveness which enabled him to exclaim, while falling asleep beneath
a shower of stones, "Lord, lay not this sin to their charge." We
believe that, had it not have been for the spirit of the Master with
which he was then" filled," instead of sympathizing with his benighted
fellow-men, he would have been prone to have said, as some of his
brethren did before him, "Shall we call for fire from heaven and
destroy them? "
There are many other circumstances we might mention to confirm
the blessed testimony given by Stephen, and which are substantially
the same, such as the converlion of St. Paul, the deliverance of St.
Peter from prison, and the appearing of the angel to Cornelius, to
which the reader may turn with pleasure and profit.
Again, we "know that our Redeemer liveth," and that we have passe:l
from death unto life, because we love the brethren. Oh., what a delightful thing it is! How heartily do we go with the Psalmist where he says,
l< Behold, how good and joyful a
thing it is for brethren to dwell
together in unity." But how much more so when they are brought to
love one another with a pure heart fervently ! But, alas I.there are some
with whom this pure love of the brethren seems of no account. They
seem cold and formal, and would call in question the honesty of purpose
of persons they had known for years, if their course of action did not
.correspond with the wishes of some little would-be heritage lordling.
But even these odd, and sometimes proud and crotchety people, do not
prevent us from knowing what it is to "love the breth.ren."
I was privileged to be in company with an aged saint a few weeks ago,
and she observed that she had never met with anyone of my n3ill13 but
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once, "and then," she said, "I heard him praying with the children in
the Sunday-school, and oh, I felt such a zmion of soul with him!" :po you
know anything of this union of soul, beloved? Do you feel yourself
drawn to love the people of God and the places where they meet for
worship? Do you love the ordinances of His house, and the place whereHis honour dwelleth? Are you jealous for His honour, and living in
hope that God's people may some day see and know it, and yet shuddering'
at the thought of telling anyone how you are exercised, not being satisfied
yourself whether you are moved by the Holy Spirit, or simply moved by
emotion; in effect asking yourself the question of Newton, where hesays.
"'Tis a point I long to know,
Do I love the Lord or no ?
Oft it causes anxious thought,
Am I His, or am I not? "

If so, I would say unto you, "Fear not; for what saith the Scripture ?
'Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for
they shall be filled. Blessed are tbey that mourn: for they shall be
comforted.''' It may not be that we shall enjoy much of the blessedness of these promises here, but, "as sure as the earnest is given," we·
shall, through Jesus Christ our Lord, do so hereafter.
Birmingltam.
J. W.
MEETNESS FOR HEAVEN.
NOTHING is more common in the day in which we live than to hear persons'
who are as full of worldly vanities as sin, Satan, and a heart deceitful'
above all things can make them, speak with confident expectation about
going to heaven; and yet, if you watch them carefully, you will soon.
perceive that their only present joys and pleasures are drawn from sources
as far removed from the nature of those only holy and glorious things
which make up the happiness of the spirits of just men made perfect, as
Tophet is distant from Paradise. . . . It is not too much to say that,
could we instantly translate such into the midst of that circle which now
surrounds the throne of Jesus above, they would be about as much at
home, and be as happy in such a change, as the monarch of the deep
would be if he were to exchange habitations with the king of the forest,
or as the eagle would be if plunged into the depths of the sea. That
which is life and full of happiness to the lion, would be "death and
full of misery to the whale. There must be a nature given, suitable to
the element in which happiness is said to reside, or else happiness itself
must give place to misery or death in those who seek it there. But our
God is infinitely wise, infinitely powerful, and infinitely loving; therefore,
we may rest assured that with these three glorious attributes engaged on
behalf of the Church of Christ, such a meetness shall be produced in
each member of that Church as shall exactly fit it for the perfect enjoyment of the happiness provided in Christ, and for its eternal existe4~ in
that divine element in which every heaven-born child shall live, and
move, and have his being for evermore! And what is that element but
love? "God is love, and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and
God in him" (1 John iv. 16). It follows, therefore, that to be happy in
heaven, we must be born again from heaven; and that, being born again
from above, we are made "partakers of the DIVINE NATURE."- Tile late
Rev. G. D. Dominey.
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LOVING WORDS.
" I will be merciful to their ~tnrighteou8ness, their sins ana ~'niquities will I
remember no more."-HEB. viii. 12.
NONE but God Himself would entertain or give expression to such a
glorious sentiment as this. It is simply because He is God, and not man,
that such unprecedented benevolence emanates from His bosom. How
deserving is He of our unlimited cbnfidence and trust! What fear, or'
doubt, or misgiving should put in a claim in the presence of so gracious
an assurance? and yet, where is the Christian (even) whose heart does
not condemn him upon this point, notwithstanding it is the loving Father
"thinking thoughts of peace, and not of evil," and saying to us, as it
were, "Take heart, do not despair; my mercy ~md power are infinite;
therefore, more than adequate to all your unrlghteoasness, sins, and
iniquities. Those sins of yours, I know, often ?onfront you, and so
become a burden too heavy for ~ou to bear; but dId I not make provision for this great need by sending the great Burden-bearer to relieve
you of the load? and, ~f you are one of ID.Y loving ones, I have long
since cast them all behmd my back, and WIll remember them no more.
Think you that either the multitude or magnitude of your demerits are
too mighty for my omnipotent grace? Can you scale the heavens, or
compaes the earth? Can you comprehend my wisdom, or fathom my
love? Can you measure my forbearance, or bound my compassion?"
Then, listen to the gracious voice which breathes, "I will be merciful to.
their unrighteousness." "For as the heavens are higher than theearth, so great is my mercy toward them that fear me."
Oh, believer, can we conc~ive of such love as this existing in any
beside the divine bosom? and yet have we not constant need to pray,
"Lord, increase our faith! " that we may not add sin to sin by the disbelief of such lovingkindness. Do we not feel it to be less easy to.
believe in the willingness than the power of God, even with the Word
of Him who cannot lie in our very hands? Surely this state of things
brands" depravity" upon our whole being! May the Holy Spirit write
upon our hearts the law of gratitude, that we may offer the sacrifice of
praise to God, instead of so often" hanging ou!" harps upon the willows."
We are deeply conscious that" every good gift comet.h down from the
Father of lights," although we t~us write; but, dear friends in Jesus,
is there not great danger of becommg slothful, and have we not reason
often to endorse the Apostle's words, "Ye have not, because ye ask not"?And do we not think too lightly of the injunction, "Give diligence to
make your calling and election sure" ? that is, we apprehend, "Seek diligently to ascertain the certainty of your calling, then you may be assured
of your election."
Again, is there not sometimes a greater disposition to grasp the promises than to observe the precepts? and do we as earnestly seek grace
with regard to the latter as the former? If not, we fear love is not in
the exercise that it should be (oh,. do not let us spare ourselves i). How
touching is the appeal of the SavIOur! " If ye love me, keep my commandments." We do not think this means merely, "Prove your love by'
keeping my commandments," but, "Be obedient, because you love my
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will and ways; because you so trust me, that you believe I cannot make a
mistake,. and would not command ought that ,",ould not be for your soul's
<eternal good." Oh" 'Tis love that makes our willing feet
In swift obedience move,"
"Not by the terrors of a ~lave
Do we perform His will,
But with the noblest powers we have
His blest commands fulfil."
And, when we are permitted to be where He is, I am sure we shall not
'think we have served Him too well. On the contrary, we shall feel we
have been most" unprofitable servants," indeed.
May the" exceeding precious promise" which heads our simple paper
:be the joy and rejoicing of us all. Let us endeavour to ponder it, drinking in the sweet" wine" it affords to "gladden our hearts," and feeding upon its rich clusters as an earnest of the heavenly Canaan, whither,
I trust, we are all journeying.
~~

~~a

LEAVING IT TO GOD.

.. Commit thy way unto the Lord: trust also in H";rn; anll He shall bring it
to pass."-PSALM xxxvii. 5.
SUCH were the words from which an aged Christian man preached a
sweet sermon to me, as we trudged together to his home (the Brighton
Union Workhouse) on the Duwns, on a bleak Sunday morning in
.January, 1876. His sbort history forms a ~lessed corroboration of God's
faithful" shalls" and "wills."
Of his early life I know little. At the time of my first acquaintance
with him, 1873, he had just met with a sad bereavement in the sudden
,death of his beloved wife, whom he found on the floor insensible one
evening on his return from chapel service. She had been seized with a
fit of apoplexy, and died in the course of a few hours. Being quite
oalone, and then past seventy, he resolved to go into the Union. From
thence he was allowed to attend the Gospel ministry, which he so highly
valued, every Sunday.
But the occasion which opened up the above text on his part was the
receipt of a letter he wished me to read. It was from one of his sons,
both of whom were comfortably settled on a farm some miles from
Melbourne, having gone there many years previously. The purport of
this letter was to urge their beloved parent to cross the seas and spend
his last days with them, for which undertaking they had forwarqed means
8ufficient. " And shall you go?" I inquired, as I returned the simple
'Christian appeal. "Oh, yes! Sure I shall, sir. God can take care of
me as well on the broad seas as on dry land, and what matter if He
,does give me a watery grave? He can take me to glory just the same.
Besides, I must try and see the lads before I die, for there is a wonderful history over my eldest. The morning he was born at Lewes, old Mr.
Vinall called in, and offered up prayer for a blessing on the mother and
:the child, which I can never forget; and, before he left, Mr. Vinall said to

'(

The Gospel Magazine.

200

me, 'I feel that child must be in the covenant of grace, for I have had
euch sweetness and liberty in my petitions this morning.' "
That this honoured servant of the Lord was then favoured with the
"testimony of Jesus, which is the spirit of prophecy" (Rev. xix. 10), is
proved by the fruits of this visit. If an infidel should scan these lines,
let him know that his hollow views can no more support him in the hour
of trial than will "the baseless fabric of a vi'lion." To such a one God
turns upon, saying, "Produce your cause. saith the Lord; bring forth
your strong reasons, saith the King of Jacob. Let them bring them
forth, and show us what shall happen: let them show the former things,
what they be, that we may consider them, and know the latter end of
them; or declare us things for to come, Show the things that are to
come hereafter, that we may know that ye are gods: yea, do good, or
do evil, that we may be dismayed, and behold it together" (Isaiah
xli. 21-23).
To return to the old man's narrative. "I saw nothing likely to
encourage me in the belief that Mr. Vinall was right; and, when my eldest
sailed, I felt like old Jacob, 'All these things are against me.' The
second soon followed his brother, and it seemed I should never get over
the parting and their loss, for I thought we should never meet again. I
left Lewes and settled here in Brighton. One evening I went to hear
Mr. Vinall, as usual with me, whenever he came over. His text was
from the thirty-seventh Psalm, and, as he spoke on that fifth verse, the
dea.r old man stopped short at those words, 'He shall bring it to pass,'
and looked round on us all, and inquired, 'Bring what to pass? Why,
bring all the promises, hopes, and encouragements you have had from
time to time from His Word, concerning your trials, bereavements, &c.
He will bring all to pass, and will prove Himself a God inspiring and
a God answering prayer.' And now you see, sir, here is His handywork. I feel sure my dear son is a gracious man, and I have good
hope of the second, also."
W 6 parted. I had no opportunity of conversing with the dear man
after this, but was told that he sailed in March, 1876, and his safe
arrival with his" lads" has been announced to friends at Lewes. Thus
God has graciously fulfilled His word given to His child upwards of
forty years ago.
No doubt the sermon alluded to is that in Mr. Spence's volume of
"Vinall's Collection," headed" Brighton, June 29, 1854," on 'the text,
" Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for Him."
Brighton.
G. C.
WAKING WORDS.
the very first words which came rolling into my mind, as I awoke
this morning, were, "For the mountains shall depart, and the hills be
removed; but my kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall the
covenant of my peace be removed, saith the Lord that hath mercy on
thee" (Isa. liv. 10). "Oh," thought I, "how cruel it is ever, even for a
moment, to doubt such a God! How thankless and unkind ever to sit in
judgment upon His acts, or to call in question His wisdom, love, and
mercy!" And yet, alas! alas! how prone one is to do so. How apt one
s to lose sight of all the tenderness, compassion, forbetlorance, all-auffi.AMONG
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ciency, and faithfulness which are so continuously and so uninterruptedly
exercised towards one. The contemplation does humble me in the very dust
before God. It does fill me with the utmost self-disgust. It does cause me
to stand and, as it were, gaze with amazement upon the marvellous loveaets and all the boundless goodness of a God so gracious and so merciful.
It does cause me to exclaim, in adoring wonder, "Oh, the depths of the
riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God. How unsearchable
are His judgments, and His ways past finding out!"
But, when the precious portion I have above quoted was so sweetly
presented to my mind this morning, I felt the greater reason for selfreproach, because (as the Lord has tenderly ordered it) I think the
self-same sweet portion has of late been more among my first thoughts
than any other Scripture. Again and again has it been presented to me
almost at the moment of waking.
Hence it has been so merciful and so gracious of the Lord. It is such
a rebuke to unbelief and distrust. It is such a reassurance upon the
part of the Lord. There is such a fulness and such a blessedness about
it. Moreover, it is identified with such a marvellous proof and unquestionable evidence of divine faithfulness. What can be more so? " For
this is as the waters of Noah unto me: for as I have sworn that the
waters of Noah should no more go over the earth; so have I sworn that
I would not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee" (Isa. liv. 9).
And then, whilst one reflects upon such wonderful-such amazinggoodness and mercy, how is one's heart warmed and encouraged by the
further assurance, especially when led to hope that it may have a blessed
fulfilment in one's own family: "And all thy children shall be taught of
the Lord; and great shall be the peace of thy children" (Isa. liv. 13).
Lord, Lord, what can one want more? Nothing! nothing! Only be it
with us according to Thy word; and, whilst ours shall be the benefit,
Thine shall be all the praise and the glory, now, henceforth, and for ever.
Amen and Amen.

D.

Croydon.

"IS IT MEET FOR ANY WORK?"
(EZEKIEL

xv. 4).

You that'have a vine, consider it. What workman would use its dry,
sapless-looking stem or branches for any description of workmanship
whatever? So asks the Divine Spirit by the prophet, "Shall wood be
taken thereof to do any work? or will men take a pin of it to hang any
vessel thereon?" Yet the Master Workman uses only branches of the
living Vine for His work, and yet declares, "Behold, when it was whole,
it was meet for no work." "They that be whole need not a physician,
hut they that are sick." It is those who, having broken and contrite
hearts, have needed the Physician themselves whom He bids to go and
tell others of Him who made them whole.
Then comes another paradox: "How much less shall it be meet yet for
any work, when the fire hath devoured it, .and it is burned ?-both ends
and the midst of it is burned." Head, feet, and heart--yea, thoughts,
ways, and very life-searched "by the Spirit of judgment ,and by the
Spirit of burning" (Isaiah iv. 4); perishing all hope of good work
springing from any part of it. Every true branch of the living Vine
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passes through this prooess, too (purged), before it can be meet for any
work. Is not this "a brand plucked out of the fire"? And "God
who hath chosen the foolish things of tho world to confound the wise,
the weak things to confound the things that are mighty, and base things
of the world, and things that are despised, yea, things that are not (the
very noughts and nothings in their OWll estimation), to bring to nought
things which. are, that no flesh should glory in His presence" (1 001'. i.
27-29). " For we are His workmanship, created in Ohrist Jesus, unto'
good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in
them." Wondrous living and true Vine!
While the M>tster Builder uses " a pin of it," here and there, to hang
vessels on, to His glory, the world will be sure to despise and judge both
:the instrument and the work; and Satan, who has no love for the Lord's
body, still prompt some to question the wisdom of spending upon it.
To what purpose is this waste of time, strength, talents, or money?
Better far bestow it on the poor. But if one of the Lord's people has
only a little oil in a Cl'use, He would have her share it with His prophet,
<>1' pour the costly box upon His members, that "the house" may be
filled with the odour of it, and Re will bestow the commendation, "She
hath done what she could." What a contrast, God's estimation of good
works and man's! Oh, to be purged and become" a vessel unto honour,
meet for the Master's use, and prepared unto every good work"
(~ Timothy ii. 21).
MARY.
A WORD TO LITTLE-FAITH.
a moment, beloved Little-faith. What are those things you
would do if you could? Where do your thoughts rush in an instant?
Are they bent upon the unlawful purs1,lits of the world, the flesh, or the
devil? If y011 are a living child of God, if the holy new nature which
is from God Himself is in you, your yearning heart will reply, "Oh, that
I had wings like a dove, for then I would flyaway and be at rest!"
Where, then, would you fly? "Oh, to the one only place of true rest and
refl'eshing, where holy John found his blessedness, even to lay my drooping head upon the bosom of Jesus! In sweet communion and fellowship
I would be ever like the Lord's chosen one, coming up out of the wilderness, leaning upon the Beloved. I would" , Vent in His bosom all my woes,
And, leaning, move along.'''
The Lord help thee, dear Little-faith, to look closely at the subject!
What is the cause of this earnest panting after spiritual communion?
You cannot do the thing that you would !Why not? Is there not clearly
discernible another property at work in thy soul, which makes thee long
.after, and drives thee in earnest desire because of thy deeply-felt need of
such help and rest, in the direction of this longed-for refuge? What is
it, dear Little·faith, but that thou art labouring under the pressure and
distressing effect s of the heavy load, and the noisome, infecting, pestilential presence of that vile old nature, which, like the foul carcase of <1
dead ana putrid body, is chained to you, aud renders your present a
continual state of spiritual captivity; and which makes the life you are
now living in the flesh-though that of a new creature in Ohrist J esus-·
a life subject to constant disgust and sorrow."-Gospel Cottage Lecturer.
Q 2
PAUSE

212

The Gospel Magazillc.

HAT,TIN G TIMES.
My DEAR BROTHER IN THE LORD,-How that greeting is sneered at by
the world! But why should we not use the words, when we believe the
relationship to be preciously true? when we are told by Jesus, "It isyour Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom;" and, in another
place, He tells us, "The same is my mother, my sister, and my brother" ?
Can we disbelieve our privilege and right to so acknowledge each other?
I am sure not. I can go with you iu Febl'liary's "Wayside Notes,"
every inch of the way. The opening idea is very true as to the views
about grace held by many divines of this day. Some of them only know
enough of it to make them to set their faces against it, and with all their
might to try and" stamp it out" of their churches. I know one who hassaid so; and another, one in authority, has said the same thing.
Enough on that point.
We know it and love it. Nothing, indeed, else would have done for us,
and those whom you have so well brought out as examples of what it
does for poor and lost sinners, and how it does in such show the glory of
God. Who could have propounded such a plan but the great and mighty
Architect? Is it any wonder such rubbish is pI'eached, when we consider
how few can see that infinite skill, wisdom, and love invented such an
infinite scheme, ":that the purpose of God might stand"? The counsel
and purpose of God might not have been ever in existence, to hear th6
silver and carpet-slippered religionists of this day.
We who have, as you well observe, "to fight, sword in hand, with life
only as a vapour," &c., know full well the fearful struggles going on
daily, hourly, with our common enemy, and have to cry out indeed for our
Great-heart to stand in front and round us, to put to flight every foe of
every kind. What a blessed thing to know where our strength lies!
and oh, may we have the grace at all times given us to flee thither at
once!
I have just been put aside for a few days, and have time to think
where I am; for, what with the whirl of bUAiness and the assaults
of Satan, I have had a sad time of it lately. What solemn times we
live in! I quite believe the end cannot be far off, but is faster and fa'ster
approaching. '1'he world is only kept in existence for the very elect's
sake. When the last vessel of mercy and grace is brought in, then will
come the end indeed. What a blessed and glorious thought it is, we
aTe prepared and ready! The place is prepared for us ! Oh, if we
could only more constantly bear this in mind, how much of this world's
troubles and harassings would pass over us without affecting us! But,
after all, would God get so much glory and praise out of us at the
end and all along the journey as He does? No. We think how
much better we could serve Him and praise Him, if all were smooth and
nice-a good balance at our banker's, and fewer losses, crosses, and trials,
a few less severe bereavements. Ah, poor human hearts! how short we
see our way! We could not say with old Jacob, "Few and evil have
the days of the years of my life been, yet mercy and goodness have followed me all my days." Nor could we say with those who were asked,
"Lacked ye any thing?" Naught! Nor could we say, "Not unto us,
o Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy name," &c. But we can say with
Hezekiah, "By these things men live." "Living, indeed!" says the
devil sometimes, "do you call this living ?-just enough for you and
yours, and that only from day to day!" Then comes in the taunt, "If

."

The Gospd

1] !agazille.

his is the loving God you serve, and if this is all He gives you, d
b's wife said, ' Ourse God, and dt'6.' ' "
h, my dear friend, you have gone through some of these, and pI nty
more, I can see. Well, all shall end as shall please our God and Fri nd.
May we have Peter's God to keep us, for some of us are. really th
impetuous thongh loving Peters, and we have to go down into the de p,
and be lifted up by our blessed Christ; for, if He did not come to us, wo
should often sink very deep even now.
h, to think of that being our
love! What, indeed, should we do if it were not for that precious" distinguishing grace" ?
Manchester.
W. S.
A MORNING JOTTING.
I SIT, s,t this early hour, in adorin~ wonder before the Lord, at the
boundless goodness, infinite compa Slon, and tender mercy of the Lord.
Truly I am, as it were, lost in wonder, love, and praise, as I cont.emplate
th fact that, within a very short distance of where I am now for a day or
two located, nearly seven-and-thirty years ago, I sat at early morn, as
now, writing my opening address for the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. I remember in that address to have used almost these identical words: "And
now, in a simple dependence upon Him, we take this our first step in a
pathway, the difficulties of which He only knows."
But oh, though there may have been the difficulties, yet how innumerable-how intensified-have beon the mercies attendant upon that
pathway! How marvellous and how mighty have been the acts of the
Lord! How good-how merciful-how gracious-how all-sufficient has
He been! Oh, when I look back-when I contemplate the fact-that
within two months of six-and-thirty years ago, I stood at the grave of
my departed one (within a few hundred yards of where I am now seated)
with my then only remaining child of four; when I think of what were
my then feelings, how intensely I desired to be laicl in that then open
grave-when, I say, I think of all that the Lord has done for that deal'
boy and for his unworthy father eince that mournful scene, I am amazecl
- I am astound od-I am, as it w~ro, lost in adoring wonder, thankfulness, and admiration! I would bless, praise, and adore Him, if I could.
May the Lord morcifully and condescfmdingly acoept the will for the deed.
May the new year in my little eventfnllife upon which I have this day
entered-yea, may the few days or weeks or months which remain for me
to travel on pilgrimage-be~ore consecrated to His glory and the good
of my fellow-men. May I increasingly feel that I am not my own, but
·bought with a price, and may I indeed have grace from Himself to
" glorify Him in my body and in my spirit, which are His." May my life,
walk, and conversation be as becomet~ the Gospel of Christ; and may it
be my rich privilege at last to hear tha happy welcome which came rolling
so sweetly into my heal't when I awoke this morning, "Enter thou into
tho joy of thy Lord." Lord, Lord, of Thy great mercy, grant it, I
beseech Thee, for a precious Christ's sake! Amen and Amen."
The Elms, Hornsey, March 9, 1877.
D. A. D.
CnRII3T prays for all praying sinners; and all those whom Christ prays
for, pray for Christ.
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DEPTHS AND DELIVERANCE.

DEAR EDITOR,-I have often felt inclined t'o name to you a circumstance
in my own little history of the dear Lord's delivering mercy under a severe
trial some thirty years ago, but remembering a foolish vow made a quarter of a century since, wben I declared I would never again send anything
:1'01' publication, lest I was only pleasing the flesh; but, while listening to,
one of the Lord's sent servants, under whose ministry I have long sat,
Mr. A. B. Taylor, of this city, the desire was again kindled to record the
Lord's mercies.
This morning, the Lord's servant took for a text: " Call upon me in the
day of trouble; I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me " (Psa.I. 15).
My mind was at once taken back to the occasion when my gracious God
marvellously fulfilled His promise in my experience.
When you and I were sitting under the ministry of the late Arthur
Triggs, you will doubtless remember a fellow-worshipper of the name of
A--, who at this time was manager of a perfuming warehouse in
Lombard Street, the proprietor of which, on one occasion, told him that if
he could bring in a certain amount of cash, he would take him into partnership. My friend A-- named this to a few friends, one of whom was
deacon at Mr. Wells' chapel, well aware that the offer was a lucrative
one. Four of us consented to become sureties for him, and by this means.
the amount-a considerable one-was raised, and in d lie time the money
was paid into the firm; but, previous to the partnership being legally
drawn up, after some little time, the principal, Mr. P--, altered hig.
mind, and told our friend that he could have his money again, as he had
determined to dispose of the business altogether. His friends, deeply
sympathising with his disappointment, instead of at once requesting 1II
return of the capital, advised him to enter into business on his own
account, which he accordingly did in New Oxford Street. This went on for
some time hopefully, but poor A--, with an over sanguine temperament,.
launched out too much for his means, and by degrees fell into difficulties,
from which we all felt it was impossible for him to extricate himself. Presently the poor man was prostrated by sickness and anxiety, and threatened
ruin stared me in the face, whatever it did the other sureties. My poorheart gave way as every knock at the door reminded me that a writ was out
against us all for the amount due. At this time I had a brother with mein business, who was entirely ignorant of the whole transaction. Oh, how
incessantly did I cry unto the Lord for deliverance, while the enemy was
day and night thrusting sore at me with, "Where is now thy God? See
what ruin you have brought upon yourself and family; and what will
your brother say when he is innocently brought to ruin through your'
folly?" and what could I reply? I could only acknowledge the justice of
his accusation. I could see no way of escape, knowing, as I did at last,
that witbin a few days the crisis must come; that I, as a young tradesman, must be ruined and reduced. Day and night I ~earched the Word
of God for those notable instances of the Lord's delivering mercies to His
people, and many, many bitter tears and cries to the Lord to appear for
me, when the Lord graciously gave me those blessed words: "Call upon
me in the day of trouble; I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify
mo." Yet, while those words somewhat comforted me, I yet could see no
way of escape. Still I cried unto the Lord, and day and night the promise·
followed me; but possessing-as, alas! all through my pilgrimage-'R

'.
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misorably unbelieving heart, I conld not believe in my deliverance; but,
I ssings for ever on a faithful God, His promise was fulfilled in the mOst
unexpected and singular manner.
One day, my friend, the d aoon b re alluded to, was walking in the
street (divine appointment order d the particular street and time and circumstance) when he met Q, g ntleman, with whom he had some slight
acquaintance. When in conversation the subject of business was introduced, when the gentleman, Mr. F--, said, "Do you know of anyone
in business wanting a partner? I wish to leave my present occupation as
tutor, and, having s me cash to spare, I should like to engage in trade."
My friend at once replied he had a friend willing to enter upon such
engagement, but, at the same time, explaining to him the whole circumstances. ' "Never mind that," Mr. F - - replied; "what is the amount
required to free the sureties?" He was at once informed, when he said,
'f If I like the business, I will put that straight." The whole affair was put
right in a few days, and thus a gracious, prayer-hearing and prayeranswering God brought deliverance when none could have been expected.
Well do I remember on the following Lord's day, while sitting in the
gallery of Silver Street Chapel, the hymn of Cowper's being sung" God moves in a mysterious way,
His wonders to perform."
I endeavoured to join with the dear people of God, but, when they came
to the lines" Behind a frowning providence
He hides a smiling face,"
I broke down, while tears of love and gratitude to my ever-blessed, kind,
and gracious God for such a display of mercy and deliverance streamed
down my face.
But poor A - - soon found that his partner and he would never agree.
In a few months Mr. F - - gat tired of the business, sold off everything,
paid everyone iu full, and closed the shop, leaving the other to do the best
he could, who, worn down with affliction and disappointment, Jived only,
I think, two years, when I trust his ransomed spirit took its flight where
sorrow and sighing are known no more.
My more discreet and prudent brethren might justly blame me for my
folly. I fully admit it. I had to bitterly prove the tru!(h, " He that is
surety for another shall smart for it ; " and, had not a gracious God interposed, I should have been beggared; and, as it was, my mental anguish
and Satan's charges wellnigh drove me to despair; but I have had to prove.
many, many times, the gracious hand of my God ill delivering me in the
time of trouble, and such only do I wish to record, and not to expose my
own weakness and folly; and, if one poor exercised child of God is
encouraged to trust in J ehovah-Jireh by this little account of delivering
mercy, I shall not mind the taunts of the wise and prudent.
Yours faithfully,
Manchester.
W. WRIGHT.
" 'IF any man be in Christ, he is a new creature.' This is produced
in the soul by a creating act of the power of God, or it is not a creature;
and it is super-induced into the faculties of the soul, or it is not a new
creature. It must be something that has a being and sub~istence of its
own in the soul, or it can be neither new nor"a creature."-IJr. Owen.
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11 PREVENTION BETTER THAN CURE"
Is an old and true saying, and, by a little forethought, how much evil
might be prevented! I was walking with a gentleman to-day, when two
parties, driving in different directions, met in a narrow part of the street.
There certainly was a little wilfulness upon the part of the man who was
seated in the cart, whose duty it was to have given way to him who was
driving the lighter vehicle. However, neither was disposed to give way,
and a quarrel appeared inevitable. Possibly words would then have
given place to the whips with which each was furnished. But all this
was prevented by the aptitude and forethought of my friend, who, seizing
the cart-horse by the head, shouted to the country couple to "Sit fast! "
and, in a twinkling, one wheel of the cart was drawn up over the curbstone, and the vehicles passed each other with a smile on the faces of the
occupants, in place of a scowl: such a praiseworthy example acting
instantaneously with the very best effects. Thought I, as I walked on,
" If this kind of forethought and promptitude were more in operati.on in
the varied routine of daily life, how changed wrmld be the general aspect
of things!" The fact is, we are all far too· apt to go through the world
with our eyes shut, our ears closed, and our hearts steeled.

WHAT CAN I DO?
As I was driving, I saw a poor old woman, almost bent double
from very age, picking up a fragment or two of coal which had been
dropped in the gutter. Thought I, "What a prize that poor old creature would deem a sixpence, did she happen to find it in place of a
tiny nub or two of coal! What I shouldn't miss, she would highlyprille."
Moreover, thought I, "Perhaps she thinks God has no care for Iter,
although not a sparrow falls to the ground without His knowledge." By
this time, hO"iever, I had got some distance on, and I reproached myself
(as I have too often occasion to do) for losing one of the many opportunities Divine Providence had placed in my way for doing a poor fellowcreature some little good. Moreover, the thought was suggested," If
you did it, it would be thought it was for the purpose of being seen."
However, there was no time for further parley, so 1 turned the horse's
head, and drove back nsar enough for my attendant to slip the sixpence
into the poor old woman's hand without her seeing the giver. As I pursued my homeward course, I thought, " Of how much real pleasure and
satisfaction do we deprive ourselves for want of a little consideration."
Oh, if the feeling were ever uppermost in our minds, ~'Lord, what wilt
Thou have me to do? How can I serve Thee? how help my poor fellowcreatures?" what numberless opportunities would present themselves to
our view, and with how much greater satisfaction should we journey
onward through the chequered scenes of life! It was but yesterday a
recently-bereaved one spoke with such gratitude of her departed husband
asking with such evident thankfulness for a draught of some little nicety
which a kindly hand had sent him. It was his last request, and hence
the thoughtfulness of the provider was uppermost in the mind of the
mourner.
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EXTRAOTS FROM THE DIARY OF THE LATE "LITTLE
ONE," OF MANOHESTER.
(Continued from page 107.)

"November 30, l871.-Soulhp01·t.-Yesterday was the jubilee anniver~
llary of the consecration of Ohrist Ohurch. 'fhere were two services, which
we attended. Dr. Olarke preached in the morning from Lev. xxv. 10,
a description of the jubilee under the Mosaic economy. There was some
very nice teaching in it. I felt particularly the force of one remark, namely,
that, as the Lord only lent the land to the people of Israel, they were not
allowed to alienate it, but, if anyone sold his portion, it must be redeemed
in the year of jubilee. This was to show them that they were still
·strangers and pilgrims in it, journeying to a better country. This seemed
applicable to myself at present, and, perhaps, leaving my home for a season
way even be preparation for another change. May I be enabled to say-

>

. " , Ob, glorious home! ob, blest abode!
I shall be near and like my God;
And flesh and sin no more control
The sacred pleasures of the soul.'
"December 4.-My birthday. I am now fifty-three. Again I would
adore the lovingkindness of God in sparing me to complete another year
-6f my life, and may say with the Psalmist, 'I am a wonder unto many;
but Theu art my strong Refuge.' I was privileged to attend two services
yesterday, and also to partake of the emblems of Ohrist's broken body.
May the life of Ohrist be more manifest in me, even a life of faith in the
'Son of Gvd, who loved me and gave Himself for me. The text in the
morning was, 'Put ye on the Lord Jesus Ohrist,' and was very nicely
rendered by Dr. Olarke. I had a short visit from him this morning, when
we had some conversation on divine things. In this small matter the
Lord kindly met my wish, as I had been hoping he would call to-day.
Blessed Saviour, now I desire a visit from Thyself, such commuuion as
·{)annot be obtained from any creature of Thine, however favoured. I
want to look into Thine own heart and see my name there, and be enabled
-to realise my union more and more every day.
"December 6.-Attended the usual prayer-meeting yesterday, and found
it very profitable. It is very encouraging to see such unanimity as there
is in this place among the ministers of different denominations. There is
·so much in asking for spiritual blessings in which all can agree; and, these
being largely implored, no wonder we come away refreshed and renewed
for life's pilgrimage through the wilderness. I have been greatly sustained by the prayers of God's people, and I greatly prize them.
" necember i2.-Intense anxiety has prevailed for the last few days all
over England on account of the Prince of Wales, who is in a very precarious condition through a dangerous fever. Many and fervent have been
the prayers offered up for him. Oh, that they may be heard and auswered,
if it be the blessed will of God! The services here on Sunday were very
solemn. Dj'. Clarke's text was from Job: 'If a man die, shall he live
again? ' At the prayer-meeting to-day the earnest petitions for the
Prince, our beloved Queen, and the dear Princess, were very affecting.
May they find acceptance through the merits of our dear Redeemer.
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".Eecember 19.-Have had another prayer-meeting to-day. One gentleman prayed with much liberty for spiritual blessings on this town-for all
the T,ord's people visiting here. As far as can now be judged, the Prince
of Wales is progressing towards recovery. Blessed be the Lord, who has
graciously heard a nation's prayers.
"IJecember 26.-Puesday even£ng.-Yesterday being Christmas day we
attended the two services at Christ Church. The sermon in the morning,
by Mr. C--, was very useful, from' Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another
. . even as Christ forgave you.' Dr. Clarke
gave us a very able sermon on the Sunday morning from Rev. xx. 4, 5.
A very satisfactory explanation of the passage, together with others bearing upon it. To-day we have attended the weekly prayer-meeting. Being
the last in the year, we were sorry thi:J,t there were not so many present.
Dear A-- was led out to make the last prayer, there not being so
many gentlemen present as usual. I shall look back on all the privileges
we have enjoyed here with very pleasant memory-not, I fear, to be easily
renewed. But the God of ordinances never forsakes His people. To Him
I must look in every time of need, and, if the privilege of hear£ng His
vVord should be denied me, may I have the greater comfurt of closer communion with Himself.
"IJecembet· 30.-Lady Barn Cottage.-Through the great mercy of our
God, we arrived safely home last evening, after an absence of three
months, during which our cup was filled with mercies, temporal and
spiritual, for which I would offer the tribute of praise tu the Giver of all
good things. Our dear home is still in a very unfinished state, but I trust
the God of Bethel will still be pleased to grant His blessing, and especially crown the coming year with large spiritual blessings covenanted
in and through Christ.
"January 2, 1872.-AgainI am spared to see another year, and in better
health than I could have expected a few months ago. I attended the first
of a series of prayer-meetings to be held through the week. May they
have God's approbation, and may Re grant us a revival in this large city.
There seems a desire and a. looking out for it amongst many Christians.
" January 6.-Attended two more of the meetings this week. May the
Lord's people be more united bgether as the heart of one mau, that we
might see the Lord's cause prosper. The New Year's motto received
from dear Mrs. P--, of London, is, 'Follow thou me.' May we be
enabled by God's grace individually to follow Christ through evil report
and good report, counting the cost and despising the shame.
"Janum'y 17.-"\Vent to Oldham yesterday to see Eo H--, who is
much worse, and seems wearing away. She is greatly affiicted, aud often
longs to be with Christ. Satan is sometimes permitted to harass her by
suggesting that, if God loved her, He would not allow her to suff~r s()
much. But she thinks also of God's own dear Son, of the untold agony
He suffered while being testified of as 'This is my beloved SOD, in whom
I am well pleased.' This thought has restored comfort and peace to her
soul.
'
Handlester.
E. S.
(To be continued.)

GOD never honours foolish preaching; but He does own the "foolishness of preaching."
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MEMOIR OF MRS. MARY ANN LYNN,
TIrE BELOVED WIFE Ol!' MR. JOHN L YNN, WHO ENTERED INTO REST (IN HER
50TH YEAR) ON THE 20TH OF FEBRUARY, 1877.

ANn the above will be long held" in loving remembrancA" by those to
whom she was pp.rsonally known, and by whom she was de~ervedly loved.
We knew the departed for little short of thirty years, and are bound
to testify that we never met one whose life, condullt, <ffid conversation
more became, or more thoroughly commended, the Gospel of Christ.
Who that knew her can ever forget that calm, acrable, affectionate face,
which may be truthfully said to have reflected itself ovel' her whole life?
We detest flattery or fulsomeness; and we hope that we should be the
last to render to the creature what b.elongs to God alone. What Mrs.
LYNN was she was not !'limply by a natural amiability of character, but
specially of God's rich and distinguishing grace. She was ever to be
found at the post of duty-that dllty a sacred pleasure. She strove to
the utmost of her power to /lerve her day and generation, in the sphere
in which, in the providence of God, she was placed. In so d.:>ing, she
was eminently successful. The good she did, in various ways, wil1
never be known in this world. We might enumerate some among her
many self-denying acts with which we happen to be familiar, but we
forbear. We merely add, how impressed. we have been with the fact of
the striking contrast presented in the case of this belove;} sister in the
Lord with that of a person of large fortune whose disputed will has
just been a most prominent topic in the journals of the d",y. Entrusted
with money to the tune of some £150,000, it has beell stated that she
knew not how to use it, or what to do with it. Seldom could the talent
of wealth have been more scandalously abused. Both heart and eye
would seem to have been closed against the numberles; claims by which
every dweller in this sinful, suffering world must be surrounded. One
of the journalists of the town in which the lady in qutls!ion resided
comments upon the whole case in these remarkable words: "'rhe lovers
of gossip are doomed to disappointment. The doaters on scandal are
deprived of their anticipated banquet. The purient-miaded must be
satisfied with a scanty revelation of error, wrong, a mist·,lcl3n life and its
results. The great local will case is over. A small sum, not a tithe of
the whole-indeed, hardly more than the accumulation of the past twelve
months-has satisfied those who propounded the will of the late Mrs.
Mary Gibson, of Winton Villa, Holly Walk, and now the lucky legatees
may enjoy theIr riches in peace. We rejoice at this result, because it
prevents an outpouring of scandal and scandalous revelations. Hardly
before the ears of those who love not the dirty revelatiolis of the lives of
those whose ways are not the ways of purity, and their lives not the lives
of angels. We are glad that it is over, and our 1'eaders spared the
miserable details, of a life wlwse ending was like its beginning-BETTER FORQOTTEN THAN REMEMBERED."

How gladly we turn from such a testimony to that of the case of the
loving, gentle, self-sacrificing MARY ANN LYNN, who, in spite of considerable bodily weakness, and amid the pressure of not merely domestic
but even business claims, could find time personally to minister to a
number of the Lord's poor and needy ones; and this, Dot simply now
and then, but day by day, week by week, year by year. She had an
open heart, and an open house, too. The Lord's people were always
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welcomed by her and her now bereaved and mourning husband to their
family table. Rarely did we ever drop in, in passing, but one and another
was to be found there. "ALWAYS WELCOME! " might have been tableted
over their hospitable door.
In the absence of any special particulars communicated to ourselves,
:we gladly avail ourselves of the annexed, which we quote from "WORD
AND WORK."

With deep sorrow we 'have to record that, after a time of much suffering,
this devoted handmaid of the Lord has been called to her rest. She fell
asleep in Jesus on Tuesday (the 20th instant), at 5.50 a.m., and her remain:;
were interred in Abney Park Cemetery on Saturday last. As was truly remarked by a brothel' at the grave, she was" a succourer of many," and her
loss will be severely felt, not only by her beloved husband and several
children, but by the large circle of Christian friends who have had thc
privilege of her acquaintance and fellowship for many years. Her testimony
for God in the circle in which she moved was of no ordinary kind. She bore
the savour of her Master's presence wherever she went, and abounded in
good works, which were, however, unostentatiously performed.
"We have lost a good friend, indeed! " said a member of her mothers'
meeting, on returning from the funeral, to us, "and her loss will be deeply
felt by many of the poor, to whom she gave liberally."
Through the kindness of our beloved brother in Christ, Mr. Lynn, we are
-enabled to give the following few particulars of her latter end, which, we
feel sure, will greatly interest our readers, proving, as they do, the faithfulness of God to His trusting ones, even unto the end :The Lord has come into His garden and plucked a full-blown flower. If
He had asked me, I should have said, " Anyone but this, Lord; " but He does
'what is best, and makes no mistakes. I have found a book in which she
used to write, and from which I give the following extracts :" December 3, 1876.-At home, poorly all day.
Have enjoyed sweet rest
.and joy in the Lord, though able to read 01' meditate very little. The words
of a little leaflet specially express my thoughts. I copy them-' Who loved
me' (Gal. ii. 20). 'Three little sunbeams, gilding all I see.' 'Thanks be to
God, who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.'
"Decembm' IO.-Atter being very unwell during the week, the Lord gave me
,strength enough to join the assembly at His table. It was indeed good to
be there. The first brother that praised the Lord seemed so much in the
'Spirit, that I, too, was carried with the rest in enjoyment. The whole service
was very profitable. The Word spoken by Mr. Lincoln at the close, fl'om
Genesis viii. 17, to the end, was most precious. The sweet-smelling savour
'was specially dwelt upon, and seemed from Calvary wafted back, and now
wafted on to us in abundance. Oh, what joy and comfort is this, that we are
.always precious to God our Father in vir~ue of His acceptance.
" , And, since my Saviour stands between
In garmentM dyed in blood,
'Tis He instead of me is seen
When I approach to God;
My breaches of the law are His,
And His obedience mine.'

"Janum'Y 1, 1877.-Written in bed.-Again permitted to erect my Ebenezer,
'The Lord has tilled His weak vessel so full to-day that it seems as though it
could hold DO more. 'Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love' (Jel'.
.:xxxi. 3), and the lovingkindness drawn out to me. I just note down a few
texts I have enjoyed :-Psa. xxxvi. 7-10; xl. 10, 11; xlii. 8; lxiii. 3; lxix. 16;
!xxxix. 33; xcii. 2; ciii. 4; cvii. 43; cxix.159; xlviii. 9; Isa. lxiii. 7. A very
blessed New Year's portion. I know not what the Lord is about to do with
me. Have been sufl.'ering very much in body the last month, but my joy in
'Him is often very ecstatic.

'I
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"JanuU1'y 21.-Still a prisoner, some days suffering more than. others;
many a time brought into the secret of His presence; the ailments of the
body forgotten, and, though still lame, like Mephibosheth, it has been my
happy portion to sit at the King's table, and gaze on His face and feast continually." (These words are the last she wrote in the book.)
February 4.-Speaking of going to heaven, she said," It is bright, oh, so,
bright!" On the 17th, she asked for a little water, her tongue was so dry
and remarked, " I shall never have to ask for a drop of water in hell; there is
no wrath for me. 'That bitter cup He drank it up' for me.' " (The hymn
begins, " Oh, Christ, what burdens bowed Thy head! ")
Februa1'Y 18.-She said," I have been thinking of that text, ' In His love
and in His pity He redeemed them,''' &c. (Isa. lxiii. 9).
February 19.-" Undisturbed peace. I would clap my wings and flee away,
but I'm not impatient." She asked one of her daugtl:ters to read Rom. viii.,_
and repeating the words, "The glorious liberty of the children of God," said,
"Read it again."
A few hours before her departure.-" I have been asking Jesus to take me
home, but don't know whether I ought, lingering still so long, but don't
think I am impatient. I don't know what He is going to do with me.
Jesus knows."
At one o'dock on Tuesday morning she said to the nurse, "So precious to.
Him, yet He gives me this trial." At two o'clock convulsions returned.
While they were rubbing her hands, she said, "Don't keep me here." At
five minutes to six, she calmly fell asleep, without a struggle or a sigh, to be
with Him she had loved for more than forty years.
On the occasion of the funeral a meeting was held at three o'clock in
Beresford Chapel, which was larg6lly attended by friends of the deceased,
Messrs. W. Lincoln, T. Oldham, Henry Dyer, and others taking part. A
large number of friends assembled at the cemetery in Abney Park, where
the remains were subsequently interred, and solemn words were spoken, botJ:L
to saved and unsaved, by Mr. Henry Dyer. The simple but impressive
service having closed, the friends left, deeply solemnized with the importance·
of "living so as to be missed" when their time for depal'ture shall come.

THE SHADOW OF THY WINGS.
LORD, underneath Thy shadow,
Oh, grant me to abide!
For there I'm always happySafe from the flowinR tide!
No rays of sun will scorch me
If I'm content to stay
So near my precious Jesus,
Who'll shield me all the way.
His heart is ever tender;
His words so sweet and choice;
His wing's a banner o'er me;
This makes my heart rejoice.

Christ says I'm His beloved,
And well I know He's mine;
His love so deep and matchless,
Both human and divine.
His arms are underneath me,
I feel His fond embrace;
No power on earth can part us,
Though He hide His smiling face.
No mortal tongue can utter,
Or heavenly host proclaim,
One-half the love of Jesus;
Oh, blessed be His name!
C. PEACH.

"An, dear Ruth, no 'old man' to trouble thee now! The new man is.
'sati6}ied' now. Like Him now whose image was stamped on thee here,
though dwelling in a vile body. The palm now; the song of triumph
now: 'Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the
Lamb.' May I by-and-bye unite with thee in giving Him all the glory.'"

-G. Ho
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WORDS BY THE WAY; OR, PILGRIMS GREETING.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magaz~·ne.
My DEAR BROTHER IN CHRIST,-I am always glad to see your handwriting, and some of my dear children generally hold your letters up in
triumph, knuwing that, upon my return home, they will be always
welcomed.
,
I could not help thinking, when I read it, of how frequently the Lord
'seems to allow just the thing to come upon us that touches a tender
point, and brings us to nothingness. I have often thought this was so
with the Apostle Paul, with his "thorn in the flesh." Full of the
revelations of God, glorious in their character, and blessed in their communication. he wanted to tell all about them, when the Lord touched
just a pOiTlt that hindered him-sent just the infirmity of the 11esh that
crucified him, and made him see how completely he was dependent upon
the Lord.
Oh, dear brother, your uppermost desire is to preach the Gospel of the
grace of God, 11 ever more needed; and yet the Lord takes away the voice,
and says, "N,;w, child, you must be silent, and see really where your
strength ('omes from." I have just had proof of this in another way.
Writing is my preaching, mostly. Well, for three months past the Lord has
permitted me to have an intense pain in the nerve of the wrist, which,
affecting the thumb and fingers, has almost prevented me writing at all.
It has not come in the left hand; no, hut in the right, just where it would
hinder me fr. m doing as I would. So it is, beloved, that the same
lesson may he learnt. It is as if He would say, "I can do without you;
all your strpngdl is in me;" and so He brings to nothingness, that He
may have all the glory.
Well, my dear brother, I do trust you may have your voice soon
restored to you, and be again in that little square of freehold where
you so love to stand, especially when the Lord is pouring into your soul
the precious things of heaven.
But I am running on, forgetting the point of your letter. Singularly
enough the same post brought a letter from the dear old saint you
allude to, so that not merely am I able to give you her whereabouts,
but her latest breathings. Do convey to her in person my Christian love,
and return the accompanying letter, which, by the way, chiefly refers to
yourself.
We do, deal' brother, indeed live in perilous times. That a crisis is
coming upon the Church of England there can be little doubt. I fear
Romanistti, like the Ritualists, will not come out of her (I wish they would,
that she might be purged of her traitors), but that they will turn and
tack about with specious caution, still doing the work of Rome within
her pale more craftily than ever, and still receiving the pay of the
Church. Oh, what a mercy that above the water-floods the Lord
.Tehovah reigns, and that the invisible Church, formed of " living stones,"
is safe in His keeping, whatever becomes of the so-called Establishment!
Think of' me and pray for me to-morrow eve. My Bible class in connection with Trinity Church has become a very important one, and many
precious souls have been instructed and blessed. I am going, to givo
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th m n. supper at our house, where we trust the Master of the fast
imself will be present; and, with singing His praise, and reading His
W I'd, and prayer at the throne of grace, we hope for a happy eve.
The Lord bless you abundantly, my dear brother. Ever yours in Him,
]Jet·by.
GEORGE COWELL.
P.S.-I note your oft allusion to my becoming future Editor of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE. I take 0.11 such and spread them before the Lord,
but sometimes have the impression that you will outlive me.
ANSWER.
DEAR BROTHER IN JESUs,-Yours came duly to hand; and most deeply
do I sympathise with you in this new test of faith to which the Lord is
~ubjecting you. I trust, however, it is just one of those things which the
Lord sometimes shows He could do, whilst, in' His tender consideration
and boundless sympathy, He forbears to do it. I have long been wont
to look upon that precious Scripture in this light, "Thou which ha8t
s7wwed me great and sore troubles shalt quicken me again, and shalt
bring me up again from the depths of the earth. Thou shalt increase
my greatness, and comfort me on every side."
Rave not you and I, beloved brother, proved this again and again in
heartfelt experience? Oh, how many, many things have we thought
were. about to come upon us, and, in the barest anticipation of
fiuch a thing, we have been plunged into the depths of anguish, and cried
mightily to the Lord, that this or that cup might pass from us !
The fact you name about the pain in the wrist, which you fear
indicates the laying aside the pen, brought immediately to my recollection
a quarter of an hour's little-if anything-less than anguish of heart I
experienced some time since. Whilst sitting at the desk a dulness came
over the sight-one eye more particularly. I rubbed the eye, looked
this way auq. that way; still there was the comparative darkness and
obscurity. "Oh," thought I, "is the Lord about to add this to all the
other troubles I have been called to pass through? Is He going to
deprive me of sight? Alas! alas! what shall I do? I cannot dictate, as
some do; and, as for quoting from memory, this is utterly out of my
power. What shall I do? I shall assuredly at last be left a mere
wreck, unable to say or do anything:" Such were my exercises for a few
minutes, until, testing another pair of glasses in lieu of those I was using,
I found, to my great joy, I could see well enough through them. I then
-but not until then-discovered that one of the glasses had fallen out of the
Jrame. This, th61efore, accounted for my not being able to see. But
oh, the thankfulness and gratitude which flowed into the heart was
unutterable, when I found that my fears were groundless.
This, therefore, is one of those illustrations to which I just now
.alluded, where the Lord shows us what He could do, but so tenderly and
lovingly does it not. Moreover, have you not often proved the self-same
thing with regard to dreams and visions of the night? Oh,how vividly
have certain scenes-yea, dire calamities-been brought before the
mind, under which the heart has been crushed; but oh, the gratitude
'When we have awoke, and" 10, it was a dream! "
But I sat down with the intention of giving you, as best I could, a
short account of my visit to our .dear old fellow-pilgrim to-day. The
forenoon being clear and sunny, with simply a stiff breeze off shore, I
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l:esolved to make the attempt to cross to the Island; and, indeed, I was
amply repaid. I had asked the Lord to go before. me, and prepare the
way. The omnibus dropped me at our old friend's door, and, in a minute
or two, we stood face to face-I asking her to guess who the stranger
was, and she quite at a loss till she had first named you-then from
Derby she passed to Bristol, and the secret was out. Well, after tha
greeting in our dear Lord and Master's name, in answer to my inquiry
as to how it was with her, she began in the sweetest, most rapturous'
~rain. I felt I would have given anything, could I have taken it down;
but her utterance was so rapid, and her sayings so precious, that I felt
at once it was an impossibility. As she spoke, the thought occurred to
me, "These are clusters of blessings-rich, full, blessed experiences! "
When we spoke of age-she being just ten years in advance of meand I asked her as to the prospect-I thiak I shall never forget her
animation and answer. As she clapped her hands and looked up, she
exclaimed, "Oh, so bright! "
She then went on to account for it. She had been brought through
the very depths of trouble for years and years. The Lord had at last
cut off ltll creature-ties, creature-props, creature-dependencies, creatureidols j and brought her, for the last few years, to a quiet, entire, absolute
reposing upon Himself. He was emphatically the ALL IN ALL. She was
shut up in her one room with her blessed Lord. Oh, how sweet was
the testimony" He takes my soul ere I'm aware,
And shows me where His glories are;
No chariot of Amminadib
The heavenly rapture can describe! "
She lies awake two and three hours of a night, and the blessed Spirit
comes in as the RemembranceI', bringing His own sacred Word so
sweetly to her recollection, so that her very soul feasts upon it. She
spoke of how much this was the case with the dear old pilgrim at
Yeovil, whose Bible was so marked with the "C.M." (committed to
memory), in order that the mind might be preoccupied, and the Word
rehearsed in the night season.
Dear brother, it will be long, I think, ere I shall forget what she said
about finding a rest~ng-place in Jesus! all other resources being cut off.
It was in very deed" JESUS ONLY" with her. Not men; not opinions;.
not creeds nor crotchets; it was THE PERSON OF CHRIST! Christ the
Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending, the first and the
last!
Oh, how self-condemned I sat! Conscious-deeply, deeply so-that,
after the manifold lessons, the rebukes, the warnings, the admonition!'r
the taking away of this one, that one, the other one j there was in me the
same creature-idolatry as ever. It is of no use attempting to disguise
the fact. I felt it to be a fact! The" cleaving unto the dust!" The
being" troubled about many things." The seeking to do without Jesus,
in daily acts and doings. The distance-the shyness-at the throne!
The resorting there merely in the way of habit, duty, custom! So little
heart; so little of the real, the fervent, the earnest and importunate!
Ab, dear brother, if one would huve a rebuke-a death-blow (for the
time being, at any rate)-at talking about, finding fault with, sitting, in
judglI!ent upon, others, let them pay such a visit as that I was permitted
to pay to-day! That bright face! that peace, that joyousness, that holy
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-contentment! Ob, wbat instruction! what light upon tbat precious
,portion, "Godliness with contentment is great gain"! Ah, there was
in very deed faith's blessed accompaniment with the godline8s, the contentment! AIas 1 alas! in the day in which we live, they are not
.associated-not commingled-not interwoven as tbey ougbt to be. Wc
know a discontented Christian or child of God should be an anomaly-a
contradiction in terms. But is it not a fact that there are such, and,
.alas! alas! how many!
In the dear aged one I met to-day there was, as I conceived, the counterpart of that dear old diseiple of whom you have read, who met thfl
" Suppose this" and the" Suppose that" of the friend who called upon
her with, "You have no right to suppose. It is no business of '!/{)urs
to suppose. It is for you to leave all 'supposing' to Him who knows all,
'orders all, governs and controls all."
Ab, yes, dear brother, that's it. What comes of our supposing and
'Contriving and planning? What's the result of all our fretting an(l
fuming? What did we ever get by our cutting and carving? Have we
not invariably found that to meddle was to mar? And yet, alas! alas!
we do it again and again.
But, oh, the patience and the forbearance and the longsuffering of
<lur dear and blessed Lord and Master ! ~ was thinking the other day,
with some sweetness, of the precious fact with respect to the Lord's deal'
children. They are sometimes" left alone," with respect to feeling awl
'apprehension, but never-no, never (blessed be God 1)-" let alone!" If
there be one thing more than another a dear child of God, in his right
mind, dreads, it is for the Lord to say, "Ephraim is turned unto idols;
let him alone."

If I mistake not, that couplet was among the lines that dear old
-disciple quoted to-day.
"But more the treacherous calm I dread
Than tempests bursting o'er my head."
At the close of our interview, there was one thing cheered my heart
greatly. After we had unitedly bowed the knee in prayer, she said, "It
was given me, while you were in prayer, to believe that the Lord will
deliver you from the fear of death." I could but in my heart exclaim,
"Amen; so be it, Lord; " and yet, as I walked away from that never-tobe-forgotten visit, I mentally exclaimed, "Lord, if my passing down into
these depths is to be made instrumental, in Thy hands, of my saying
ihis or that which shall minister to the comfort and encouragement of
any of Thy poor timid and tried ones, I am willing to go down into these
depths, and to be the subject of these exercises, on their behalf."
And now, dear brother, I must stop. I have given you but a very
imperfect sketch of that blessed interview with one of the seed royal. I
thought of our loved and gracious Queen, as I walked away from the
little homely lodging of this King's daughter, as so frequently driving through the principal street of Newport, hard by, and I full well knew
'which was the enviable one. God, of His great mercy, if it be His
blessed will, make our loved Queen as sure of wearing a crown by-andbye that fadeth not away, as is dear old SARAH.
Your loving brother,
Southsea.

THE

EDITOR.

'P. S.-There was one thing which I had forgotten to mention, aLd
R
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which tended to increase the interest of the visit, at any rate, as far as I
was concerned. Dear old " SARA.H" was personally acquainted with my
long sainted mother, and she stated that she perfectly recollected her
introducing me to her. Now, as I left home at thirteen, the period she
refers to must have been some fifty-five years ago. Dear brother, how
these re tracings bring that verse to the mind,. Many days have passed since then,
:Many changes I have seen;

I Who
Yet have been upheld till now:
couldst hold me up butThou?"

LOVING DISCIPLINE.-A VOICE FROM THE SICK-BED.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY.-Last Saturday night being the first in the new
year, I felt my mind strongly inclined to walk to Bedminster to your
little prayer-meeting, which I did, notWithstanding the boisterous weather.
I prayed then for a new year's gift--" Faith that stands fast while devils roar,
And love that lasts for everm0re."
Also" Nearer my God to Thee, nearer to 'l'bee !
Though it be a cross that draweth me."
I was favoured on Lord's Day rather more than usual, speaking twiclt
from Rom. viii. 16: "The Spirit beareth witness with our spirit," &c. On
Sunday night I was much worried by business perplexities and mortifications, and was nearly sleepless. Monday morning, was in Victoria Street
on business, and thanking God He had preserved me so many years with
such a measure of health; but had a kind of " Who can tell?" feeling, and
a prayer, whatever was before me He would glorify Himself thereby. I got
back to the shop after dinner and was busily engaged, when a whirling
,sensation overcame me-a vessel gave way in my head and caused instantaneous paralysis down my right side, leg, and foot, and hand, and arm.
and, partially, my speech. A physician was called in, who had me carried
into his carriage, and drove me home with two men to carry me up to bed,
and here I am as quiet in God's hands as if it wail my usual avocation,
being kept in perfect peace, my mind stayed on Him. The use of my
hand returned, foot partially so, speech recovered. Surrounded by every
comfort and convenience, and overpowered nearly by the kindness of God
and kind. friends, waiting passively in His handa for the sequel, hearing
His voice: "Be still, and know that I am God." Thinking you might
like to hear another testimony that our God does answer prayer, though
not just in the way we expect, and also to mollify the stinging of the
mustard poultice on my leg, more pungent than pleasant, I thought
I would, as well as I could, give you a proof my right hand was restored
by pencilling you a line lying in bed, and wishing you the happiest new
year you have ever had, as it proves with me, with one exception.
forty-seven years ago. Your brother in the Lord,
Br£8tol, Jan. 12, 1877.
W. HICKS.
STABILITY is frequently better than ability; and grace is always bette!.'
t.han mere gifts.
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PRESENTATION TO THE EDITOR.
AN interesting gathering took place on Thursday, March 8th, at the
Young Men's Christian Association, Aldersgate Street, the occasion being
the presentation to the Rev. Dr. Doudney, on his sixty-sixth birthday,
of a testimonial8ubscribed for by the readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
and OLD JONATHAN. 'fhe chair was occupied by Alderman Sir ANDREW
LusK, Bart., M.P. Nearly a hundred subscribers to the fand were
present.
The proceedings having been opened with prayer by the Rev. J. V.
Mummery, the Chairman called upon Mr. W. H. Collingridge, the
treasurer of the fund, for a statement :of the circumstances connected
with the presentation.
Mr. COLLINGRIDGE said, it had seemed to many that the present was a
fitting time to offer a mark of esteem and affection, 011 the part of the
readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE and OLD JONATHAN, to the Editor of
those publications; and, at the request of several friends, he had undertaken the task of bringing the subscriptions together. The general
feeling seemed to be that the testimonial should take the form of money,
as being the most useful commodity for all purposes; but, over and above
its intrinsic value, it must be looked upon as a token of love and regard.
A free will offering had been looked for; the subscription list had beeu
declared open; there had not been any pressing appeal for contributions,
but yet the result had proved most satisfactory. He had with him some
hundreds of letters, all of which he would be happy to read, if the meeting
desired it, but probably two or three as samples would suffice. One was
then read, the writer of which sent £1 3s. 6d., received by him from no
less than seventy-three persons; and another, announcing the sending of
£ 1 138. 9d., given by children whose ages ranged from three to twelve.
and who with the gift expressed "much love to dear OLD JONATHAN,"
the writer adding that" it would have done dear OLD JONATIIAN'S heart
good to see, not what, but hOlo, it was given." Widows had given their
twopences-there were at least a dozen such contributors-and the rich
had given liberally of their substance. As at least ninety per cent. of the
subscribers resided at long di~tances from London, it was gratifying to
the friends of Dr. Doudney to see so good a representative gathering on
that occasion. Many had written expressing their regret at not being
able to be present, amongst others Mr. Alderman Figgins and the Rev.
Charles Bullock; and Mr. George Cowell, the well-known writer of
" Wayside Notes," and one of the oldest and most va.lued contributors to
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, had sent a telegram, in which he said, "My heart
is with you."
Sir ANDREw LusK, in making the presentation, saiJ, that of the various
duties which all of us were called upon to perform, some were more
pleasant than others, and some less so, but he seldom had a more
agreeable task than the one before him. The sum of money that had
been collected was a substantial one. People often spoke lightly of
money, but they knew its value. The number of contributors to thi~
fund was, he thought, a most remarkable thing. From a thousand to
eleven hundred persons had come forward to testify their regard for Dr.
Doudney. Now, most persons had a good opinion of themselves, but he
asked those present to look round and consider, how many there would
be likely to contribute to any testimonial th~t might be got up t·) either
n~

'2:28

Tile Gospel 1/1 ag-azine.

of them ? Would they get a thousanc1. to subscribe? or did they know
anybody who would? \Vhen he saw what had been done, it strnck him
that there must be something in Dr. Doudney to call forth such a manifestation of kindness and goodwill, and there was no doubt such was the
'Case. Dr. Doudney's career furnished an admirable example to all who
wisheu to progress, and to all whom they might like to see progress.
He was engaged for some tilDe in trade as a printer in the Oity of
London, and, when about thirty-six years Q'; age, he gave up business and
entered the Ohurch. That was a step which many might take-but how
would they succeed in it? He went to Ireland, preached the Gospel,
and established schools. But he did more-he erected a printing press, and
taught the young people to print, and they, under his direction, printed
Dr. Gill's" Commentary on the Bible." vVhen tbe famine broke out
in Ireland, he became the medium through which large sums were distributed, and he made the best of the money entrusted to him. After nearly
twelve years of labour there he came to Bristol, where he had now been
eighteen years, and there he did as he had done before, carrying out the
admirable work from beginning to end. It fell to the lot of some men to
sow golrlen seed and to reap no harvest, but he had sown the seed and
saw the result of his labours. There were men who rose above their
work, and some who fell below it, and Dr. Doudney belonged to the
former class, for he not only rose to his work, but he went above and outside of it, and still he was successful in his efforts. He had been nearly
thirty-seven years Editor of that fine old publication, the GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
and, not content with that, he had started OLD JONATIIAN, twenty-one
years ago, and that he had conducted successfully, doing a great amount
of good through the length and breadth of the land, so that many who
read his works thanked the man who wrote them. In this way it became
clear why so many had subscribed to the present testimonial. Dr.
Doudney had come to the front and made himself known, and people had
liked him. He had shown himself able to wield the power of both press
and pulpit, and. the difficulties which had prpsented themselves he had
triumphed over in a way that brought honour to himself and to his
friends. Sir Andrew Lusk concluded his remarks by handing to Dr.
Doudney a pocket-book containing a cheque for £500, of which he
requested his acceptance, together with an illuminated address, recording
the fact of the presentation, and which read as follows : "Presented. at a meeting held in the City of London, to the Rev.
David Alfred Doudney, D.D., Vicar of St. Luke's, Bedmimter, Bristol,
()n his sixty-sixth birthday, March 8th, 1877, together with a purse containing the sum of Five Hundred Pounds, contributed by above One
Thousand readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE and OLD J ONATIIAN, in token of
their appreciation of his labours as Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE during
a period of nearly thirty-seven years, and as projector, and for twentyone years Editor, of OLD JONATIIAN; with earnest prayers that he may
long be spared to continue his useful efforts. (Signed) ANDREW LusK,
chairman; W. H. OOLLINGltIDGE, treasurer."
Dr. DOUDNEY said in reply:-Sir Andrew, Ladies and Gentlemen,
in anticipation of this evening, I felt I dare not venture to address you
without committing my thoughts to paper. Accustomed as I have been
for many years to what is called extemporaneous speaking, I am sure
my feelings would have given way upon such an' occasion as this, had I
trusted to the mere promptings of the moment. Moreover, whilst I wish
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my words to be few, I am most anxious that they should be wult-wetghed,
del£berate, outspoken. We have not only met upon what to me at least is
a most memorable evening of my little oventfullife, but I would not lose
sight of the fact that our meeting-place is the hall of the Young Men'8
Ohristian AS8oeiation, Hence, I am desirous that my few words may be
specially words of cheer and encouragement to them, as well as to my dear
friends generally. S:r Andrew, my connection witb the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, which has now extended over within two months of seven-and-thirty'
years, commenced when my place of business was but some few hundred;
yards from the spot where we are now assembled. To that very place of
business my attention was casually drawn whilst yet a mere yOtltlt, and
when articled to a prillter at Southampton. Those identical premises
(after a considorable lapse of time) I was permitted to occupy for eight
years, and to those premises I originally gave the name of the Oity Press.
The turning point in my history was the giving heed to the oft-repeated
request of a now long sainted mother. In her every letter she would say,
" Read your Bible,. it'it be bllt a few vel'ses, ?'ead it every day." The wish, so
frequently and so affectionately expressed, I thought could be so easily
complied with, that I souglJt to carry it out. To that simple fact, under
God, I have entirely to ascribe any little success that may have attended
a course which has this day extended to its' sixty-sixth anniversary.
Sir, disputed or 'despised as God's most sacred Word may be in the days
in which we live, the very stones beneath my feet might well cry out, did
I fail, however feebly and imperfectly, to speak well of it. To the BIBLE
I have to attribute every temporal and every spiritual blessing with which
I have been indulged, It is not for anything in me inherently or intrinsically that I have ever been able to undertake or to accomplish
what may have, in some little measure, redounded to the glory of God
and to the good of my fellow-men. It is to God's grace, ann to tltat alone,
as communicated in and by His 7Yord, that I am indebted for every
particle of wisdom, or strength, or courage, by which I have been led on
and on to the present moment. NOlLe have more cause than I to exclaim,
and that most emphatically, "Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but
unto Thy name give glory, for Thy mercy and for Thy truth's sake."
Seven-and-thirty years, sir, is certainly a long time to be permitted to
occupy the same post-to conduct the same work; blLt, in proof that there
is no credit whatever Que to me, and that, as I have said, all the glory is
due to God, allow me to state a fact. The title of my second leading
article-that for July, 1840-was " Faint, yet purslling,. " so that, within a
few weeks of my undertaking the Editorship of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, my
hands waxed faint. Moreover, I tried to the utmost to relinquish the
work, and to this day I contemplate with amazement the patience, the
forbearance, the longsufl'ering of my God, in regard to the rebellious
thoughts and feelings of which I was the subject in connection with
Editorship. To it, instrumentally, I attributed the manifold trials, afRictions, and perplexities which set in upon me like a. flood. Thus I failed
to see that servt'ce involved sujfert'n.lJ, and that a certain discipline was indispensable, if so be I were to be of any use whatever to the Ohurch of God.
Ah, dear friends, in what a totally different light do I view matters now
to what I did then! So far from now entertaining the thought, even for a
moment, that trial or affliction could have been dispensed with, I unheRitatingly affirm that not the veriest crook or cross, trial or temvtation, which
has fallen to my lot could by a'Ily means have been dispensed with.
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Infinite wisdom, as well as divine love and grace and faithfulness, have
allotted, regulated, and controlled the whole. In a word, my God hath
done all things well. When I look back over a period of well nigh sevenand-thirty years, and remember that, with but one solitary exception, I
have written the leading article, as well as other papers, month by month,
I can but gratefully exclaim, "This is the Lord's doings, and it is marv~llous in mine eyes." At the commencement of both my ministerial and
editorial career, I thought that the little barrel of meal would soon waste
and the cruse of oilfail; but (thank God!) I have found it far, far otherwise.
Although (as in the case of the blessed JOllN NEWTON) I have, as a rule,
had but one text at a time upon which either to write or to preach, there
has always been that one! And now (so far from the fund being exhausted
or the storehouse emptied) I feel but, as it were, just inserting the key
in the lock of the great Gospel treasury, in which I shall find ample
provision for meditation and praise through a never··ending eternity.
And why? Because CHRIST, in His:own divine and most glorious Person,
is the sum and substance of His own blessed Word. " It is of Him, and
through Him, and to Him, are all things, to whom be glory for ever.
Amen." Oh, sir, my too often cold heart is warmed, and I am. as it were,
lost in wonder, love, and praise, when I contemplate the boundlessness of
His love and mercy, that I, "the least of all saints," and one of the chief
of sinners, should have been helped on and on and on in His work,
even to the present hour. It has indeed been "the lame taking the
prey." The" race has not been to the swift, nor the battle to the strong."
I am a liviug witness-and I would if I could testify to the fact to the
very ends of the earth-that" It is not by might, nor by power, but by my
Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts." There is not the veriest ground whatever, in regard to any little work with which I may have been connected,
for human pride or creature boast. I repudiate the great I altogether.
If any Giant Difficulty has been met and mastered on my little pilgrimage, it has been with me as with my namesake, simply by the sling
and the stone! Hence, one dares not indulge the idea, "See what I have
done!" And now, in my declining years, and as an humble witness for my
great and gracious Lord and Master, I do pray my God that this simple
fact may act as a stimulus to young men especially. May they, in these
last days of rebuke and blasphemy, dare to be sing-ular. May their
course, as well as their creed, bear upon its front: "WE'LL NOT GIVE UP
THE BmLE!"
May God the Holy Ghost inspire them with a sentiment
which has long been dear to my heart" Make you His service your delight;
Your wants shall be His care."
May they have grace to "acknowledge Him in all their ways, that He
may direct their paths." Moreover, may they never "despise the day
of small things." Let ns never lose sight of the fact that" God hath
chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and
God hath choqen the weak things of the world to confound the things
which are mighty; and base things of the world, and things which are
despised hath God chosen; yea, and things which are not, to hring to
nought things that are, that no flesh should glory in His presence."
I have already intimated that the origin of the printing office, entitled the
C~·ty Press, which formerly occupied a .part of the site now taken up by
the Aldersgate Street station of the Metropolitan Railway, was a single
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thought. M,V connection with the GOSPEL MA,GAZINE was the result of a
sin,qle thought. The origin of the OLD J ONATHAN, now in existence for oneaod-twenty years, and which has been circulated to the extent of nearly
a million and a half copies, was a &ingle tlwught. It is our great and
gracious Creator who puts these thoughts into our minds; and, where a
tlimple desire to promote His glory and the good of our fellow-men be our
one aim and object, we have nothiJ].g whatever to fear. Re who deviseth
-the way will give wisdom, grace, and strength to work it out. In pro~
portion as we are onabled in our labours to keep in view that great truth,
« It is the blessing of the Lord that fmaketh rich, and He addeth no
sorrow unto it," shall we realize peace and comfort and satisfaction.
And now, Sir Andt'ew, and ladies and gentlemen, what shall I say
witb. respect to the object for which we are called together this evening l'
How can I acknowledge, in anything like adequate terms, your kindness,
Ilil', in presiding on this occasion; and the munificent gift with which
you, dear friends, have recognised my protracted, but, at the same time,
very humble labours? I might dwell upon my deep, deep sense of their
faultiness and frailty, but I will not. The great Searcher of hearts
knows what I feel in this respect. Instead, therefore, of giving more than
a passing reference to this, I thank you, Sir Andrew, for the honour you
have done me. I thank each and every subscriber to this large, geI:!erous,
and most practical gift. I thank my dear friend and successor, Mr.
W. H. Collingridge, for the very successful manner in which he has
-carried out an object which stamps my present birthday as the most
remarkable, encouraging, and eventful of t?-e whole threescore and six!
I cannot sit down without expressing how deeply indebted I am to
those who have aided me in my labours. The weight and responsibility
of conducting religious periodicals in such exciting and contentious times
as these, is by no means small. Hence I am under the greater obligation
to such able and persevering contributors as the writer of the" Wayside
Notes," and the author of that telling tt'act, "Nothing to Pay," which
first appear.:ld in the pages of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. One of these beloved correspondents has rendered me invaluable help for upwards of
thirty years, and the other for some five-and-twenty. And now, in
conclusion, I earnestly pmy that the special blessing of a covenant Gon.
may rest upon both writers and readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE and
OLD JONATHAN; and, in the last great day of account, may it be found
that b0th the one awl the other have rendered some little service in the
promotion of the Redeemer's glory and the spiritual and etern.al wellbeing of immortal souls.
Mr. GOODRIDGE, a member of Dr. Daudney's cong-regation at St
Luke's, Bedminster, said he was not there in any official, but in all
individulll capacity, and he had great pleasure in bearing testimony
to the faithful preaching of Dr. Daudney. He was sure his friends at
Bristol would heartily rejoice when they knew what had been done.
Mr. JAMES GRANT, author of" God is Love," "Our Heavenly Home,"
~nd many uther religious works, then rose and spoke in substance as
follows :-Sir Audrew Lusk, Lftdies and Gentlemen, I have very great
pleasure in being present on this interesting occasion. Probably, with
the exception of Mr. CoIJingridge and one or two others, there is no one
in this room who can boast of having longer enjoyed the personal friendship of Dr. Doudney than myself. The long period of forty years has
intervened since our intimacy commemed, and, during that lengthened
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lapse of time, we have both seen great and manifold changes in the world'
and in ourselves. Dr. Doudney, in the very able and interesting addresS'
which he has just delivered, has made a feeling allusion to some of themore eventful incidents in his long and varied life. I am his seniorin years, and could also relate striking occurrences in my prulonged career ;.
but that would be out of place. We are all aSflembled here to do honour
to Dr. Doudney-not to speak of oUrl;elves. He has done a great work
for the cause of God in his day and generation, and is still with undiminished zeal labouring in the service of his Lord and Master. He has the·
privilege, which comparatively few of the servants of God have, at his
command-the mighty agencies of the Pulpit and the Press-for purposes
of good, for time and eternity; and he is assiduously employing both,
witn. manifest tokens of the divine blessing. I will not speak of Dr.
Doudney's pulpit ministrations. They have not come especially undermy notice; but few persons, here or elsewhere, can speak more emphatically than myself of what his labours have been and continue to be
through the medium of the Press. His published works-in ev;;ry
instance relating as they do to the great verities of the Gospel of Christ
-are numerous; their name indeed is legion. I believe I may say
in perfect accordance with truth, that I have read every important work
which has ever proceeded from his pen. But there is one great work
which, though not, strictly speaking, proceeding from his pen, was brought
out under his auspices. I allude to" Dr. Gill's Commentary on the Bible.»
That most learned and valuable work, written nearly 200 years ago, had
been out of print; and Dr. Doudney, having the same estimate as myself
of its priceless worth, turned to account the services of a number of boys
whom he had trained to the printing business when he was curate or
Bonmahon, in Ireland, and reprinted the whole of that great workequally great religiously and in bulk. Dr. Doudney, when the work was·
complete, kindly made me a present of a copy of the six volumes or
which it consists, and, though I am rich in the possession of Commentaries on the Scriptures-few laymen indeed are so rich in that respect
as myself-there are few expositions of the sacred Scriptures which I
prize more than I do that of Dr. Gill. Indeed, in relation to some points,
I regard him as the best of our Biblical expositors. But what, in connection with this reprint, under the sole auspices of Dr. Doudney, is most
marvellous. is that, though it was not done by Messrs. Spottiswoode,.
Messrs. Collingridge, or any other great London printing establishment,
but was executed by a number of Irish boys, taught printing by Dr. Doudney
himself, yet I have rarely seen a book in which thera were fewer typo-g-raphical errors, or better press-work. I can speak with confidence when
I say this, because I have not only written largely on the" History of the·
Press," but having been for more than twenty years Editor of a morning
journal, I had necessarily much to do with what is called corrections of the:Bress. But I fear, my friends, I am making too great an experiment onyour patience. (Cries of "No, no.") I will, however, only further say.
on this point, that, viewing the matter in all its aspects, I regard the reprint of" Gill's Commentary," not only as a service to evangelical religion
so great that it would be impossible to over-estimate its value, but
that, all circumstances considered, it may be doubted whether, regarded
simply in a typographical point of view, it has any parallel in the history
of printing. ,Vith regard to Dr. Doudncy's other labours in connection with the Press, I am sure there are but few, if any, of the·
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audience whom I have the pleasure of seeing before me, who arE;! not
acquainted wIth what Dr. Doudney has done, and is doing, as Editor of
the GosPEr, :MAGAZINE. I will not, therefore, dwell on that point; but,
as he has referred in touching terms to his advancing years, and has
almost hinted that he feels his work in connection with the Press is well
nigh done, I am sure that you all share my earnest wish and hope
that Providence will, on the contrary, be pleased to spare him for many
years to come to work for his Master, both in the pulpit and through
the medium of the Press. And here I cannot refrain from making a
suggestion, which will not in its adoption entail auy great additional
labour on our esteemed and beloved friend. That suggestion is,
that he should republish in a volume a t:lelection from the>
Editorial articles which have proceeded from his pen every month,
with, as he has just told us, only a single exception, during the
thirty-seven years which he has conducted the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
All Dr. Doudney's writings have been characterised by this featurethat they have had, as their great object, the edification and comfort
of God's people. But his Editorial articles have been especially
remarkable for this quality. Dr. Doudney's Editorial papers in the
GOSPEL MAGaZINE rernind me much, for their sympathy with th&
suffering and sorrowing saints of God, of the Letters of Samuel
Hutherford; and, as they have been eminentiy blessed by the Holy Spirit
in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, there is every reason to believe they would
be still more abundantly blessed were they to reappear in a collected form
in a large octavo volume. I therefore earnestly hope that Dr. Doudney
will adopt my sugges tion, and that before long the Ohurch of Ohrist
will be edified and comforted by such a publication. In conclusion, I
will only repeat, what I have already said, that it has given me great
pleasure to be present on this most interesting occasion of presenting a.
testimonial to an able and devoted servant of Ohrist, pre-eminently deserving the highest practical proof which any and all OhJistians holding
the truth as it is in Jesus, could present to him. Wishing you, sir
(Mr. Grant turning to Dr. Doudney), many more years of health and
strength to continue YOllr various labours of love for Ohrist and souls
-in which earnest wish I am sure everyone present cordially joins, I
will now, sincerely thanking you, my friends, for your kind attention,
resume my seat.
The Rev. 'rV. LUSH said, --Sir Andrew, Ladies and Gentlemen, it being
the wish of the meeting I should add a word in token of the regard which I
feel personalty for Dr. Doudney, and edz'torz'a!ly iu conucctlOn with his
long and arduous, though to him delightful, labour of love in ca1'l'ying
on for so long a period such highly-appreciated periodicals as the GOSPEL
MAGAZL"E and OLD JONATJll.N, I will for one moment trespass on your
patience. I have come up from a county in which, thou gh we have suffered
so much this winter from the floods, the water has not yet I am happy to
soy reached our hearts. Wo are a warm-hearted people, and, as such,
delight to see the substantial way in which Dr. Doudney's services in
the cause of truth have been recognised and appreciated. It was only,
sir, on Sunday evening, I was speaking to my schoolmaster about this.
meeting, and wishing he could, as a reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, be
present, when he most ardently exclaimed, "How I wish I could! I
love the Magazz'ne." If ever, Sir Andrew, there was a writer that spoke
"the truth in love," that writer is Dr. Doudney; and if ever it could be.-
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truly said of any since the Apostle's days, "The bowels of the saints
have been refreshed by thee, brother," those words are applicable to
such men as the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE and SEPTIMUS SEARS,
the Editor of the LITTLE GLEANER, with whose name I am assured my
friend and brother, Dr. Doudney, will feel it no disgrace to be associated.
As to the sum that has been contributed, it is a handsome one, but none
too much for a man whose great delight it is to" deal his bread to the
hungry, and to bring the naked that are cast out to his house;" and
I, for one, rejoice to know that, however happy Dr. Doudney is in 1'8"Ceiving this testimonial from so many loving hearts, he has learned even
a still higher happiness in connection with earthly riches, viz., "It is
more blessed to give than to receive." And to you, Dr. Doudney, I
would say, Carry on your work of faith and labour of love, animated by the
thought that your last days shall be your best days, that at evening time it
shall be light, and that an abundant entrance shall be ministered to
you into the everlasting kingdom of our God and Saviour. Ever
realizing your own weakness, you shall find the everlasting arms ever
underneath you; and having so often been the imtrument of watering
others, you shall go on to prove more and more what it is to be watered
yourself with the dew of heaven, and experience to the very end of your
journey the truth of the Psalmist's words, "Those that be planted in
the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our God. They
shall still bring forth fruit in old age; they shall be fat and flourishing; to show that the Lord is upright: He is my Rock, and there is
no unrighteousness in Him."
The Rev. G. W. STRATON said he thought there was no one present
who was a much older friend of Dr. Doudney than himself, and he
assured Sir Andrew Lusk and the meeting that this was a very delightful
occasion to him when he heard such testimony borne to his dear friend,
and such a recognition of his admirable services as was made that evening; especially gratifying to h:mself, as the great Head of the Church
had made him instrumental in getting David Doudney ordained to the
ministry in the Church of England. He had come up from the country
especially to be present at this meeting. He had known Dr. Doudney
for about forty years, and was well aware of his anxiety in early life to
devote himself entirely to the service of his heavenly Master, and get
ordination if possible in the Established Church-a very difficult matter,
,at that period, for one who had not passed through a university course.
But he did not despair of this good wish being accomplished, as he well
knew that there were no obstacles allowed to stand in the way of. one
who was ordained by the great Head of the Church, wlJO knows the right
man for this or that place; and surely all His messengers must go to the
persons and places He sees fit for them to minister to. We have all
heard this evening "What great things Dr. Doudney has been enabled to
accomplish. It was a wonderful moment to him (Mr. Straton) when the
late revered and beloved Dr. Daly, Bishop of Cashel, came round to that
side of the room where he sat at a meeting in London, and whispered to
him, " I W2.nt you to come at one o'clock and take a walk with me into
the city; I have something very particular to speak to you about." He
thought within himself, "I only wish I could take you where I settled
to go this mOl'lling, and get you to ordain my dear friend, David
Doudney." But the Lord had settled the whole matter, and had put it
into the bishop's heart to inquire from him about his friend, with a view to
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ordination. They had. along walk and talk, but were going different ways
in this city; but, before they parted, the bishop said, "If I ascertain satisfactorily that Doudney is a man of God, I must ordain him, whatever they
may say. I am perfectly satisfied with your testimony, but I must have in
addition a testimonial from some Nonconformist minister of the Gospel."
Oh, that we had more such bishops as Robert Daly to ordain God's
ordained ones, instead of inumlating the Establishment with Hivites,
l~erizzites, Jebusites, &c.
He proposed the late beloved Joseph Irons,
{)f Oamberwell, to the great delight of the Bishop; and, wonderful to
tell, that very afternoon, whilst at the City Press, the Lord brought
.Toseph Irons to the Oity Press, and, after a delightful interview, a meeting wa:., arranged for him and the good bishop, ",h1...h took place the
week following, and all needful preliminaries were gone into, and, in
due season, David Doudney was ordained a minister of the Gospel in the
Ohurch of England. His history since then has been fully detailed to
this meeting this evening, to our great satisfaction, and calls for gratitude
and thanksgiving.
Mr. JOHN OOE proposed a vote of thanks to the Ohairman, which was
seconded by Mr. J OSEPH SURR, and carried unanimously amid applause,
as was also a similar acknowledgment of the services l'endered by the
treasurer.
~'he proceedings were brought to a close by the Rev. W. LUSH givin!~
out the hymn, "A debtor to mercy alone" (written by the Rev. A. M.
Toplady, one of the earliest Editors of the GOSPEL MAGAZTNE); after the
singing of which, prayer was offered by the reverend gentleman, and the
meeting separated.
\

CONGREGATIONAL TESTIMONIAL.
THE 6th of October last being the eighteenth anniversary of the Editor'/3
-connectioCl with the parish, a tea-meeting was held at St. Luke's school~
rooms. for the purpose of presenting him "ITith a testimonial, in recognition of his labours in the parish. There was a large and interesting
.gathering upon the occasion. In addition to the principal members of
the congregat.ion, there were present the Rev, J. O. Martin, minister of
the Circus Ohurch, Portsmouth; l{.ev. "'IV. Saunders, vicar of St. Silas,
Bristol; Rev. D. E. M. Simmoll(!s, Messrs. James Inskip, G. Welehman,
Gregory, &c.
In the absence of the senior churchwarden (Mr. George Duck), who, in
consequence of a recent severe illness, was compelled to leave the Meetng- at an early hour, the presentation was made by Mr. William
Goodridge, the parish churchwarden, who spoke on behalf of himself
and the contributors in warm and affectionate terms. The gift was
accompanied by the annexed address : " Pl'esent~d to the Rev. D. A. Doudney, D.D., Vicar of St. Luke's, Bedminster, tog/3ther with a Purse containing the sum of Two Hundred and
Twenty Sovereigns, contributed by the Trustees, Ohurchwardens, :B'riends,
and Oongregation attending his ministry, as a mark of their lOVe' and
esteem, on the eighteenth anniversary of his entering upon his labours in
this parish. Also as a t.estimony of their appreciation or his services in
preaching and teaching the Gospel of J eSU8 Ohrist in its fulness and simplicity; with the earnest prayer that God will long spare his valued life
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to labour for the encouragement, edification, and comfort of all who hearllim."
THE

EDITOR'S REPLY.

In acknowledging your most kind and generous gift, my dear friends,
first, allow me to say, I am perfectly amazed at the rapid flight of time. It
seems but as yesterday that I first came among you, and yet eighteen
years have been passed here-more than one-fourth of my wholo tarry in
this vale of tears. It is but most natural that, in the review, one should
reflect upon the many changes which have taken place during that period.
How many-yea, how very many-have gone to t:heir long home, and the
place that once knew them will know them no more for ever. 'still, with
regard to those who have departed this life in His faith and fear, we can
but rejoice that they are gone to be for ever with the Lord. "Delivered
from the burden of the flesh, they are in joy and felicity." "Absent from.
the body, they are present with the Lord." Be it our mercy, upon Scriptural grounds, to add"Are we not tending upwards, too,
.A s fast as time can move?

I Nor do we wish the hours more slow,_
I To keep us fl'om our love."

In contemplating my sojourn among you, my dear friends, there is onefact which I desire to note with very special gratitude, It is the harmony
and unanimity which have been permitted to prevail in our mi2.st. Not
merely has this been the case, in a pre-eminent degree, among our Sunday-school teachers, but, I am most thankful to S,ly, among the congregation likewise. Had it been otherwise, I really cannot imagine the conseq uence, as far as I myself am concerned. A" root of bitterness" springing up among us, or acrimony and discord, is what I have always.
intensely dreaded. Hence, I do feel that a debt of gratitude is due, from
myself especially, to the Giver of all good for this so distinguishing a
mercy; the more so, because the said harmony and unanimity is, by no·
means, at the sacrifice of principle.
The truth as I have been taught ithas, I trust, in no wise been compromised. The three R's have been.
freely published among you-Ruin in the first Adam, Redemption by theSecond Adam, and Regenemtion, or a New Birth unto Righteol:sness by
the Holy Ghost. Thank G Jd, that in these days of degeneracy from the
simple truth as it is in Jesus, these are the true G08pel principles upon
which our unanimity and oneness of heart are based. Having spoken of"
the past and glanced at the present, it is but natural that we should speak
for a moment of the future. If the byegone eighteen years have witnessed
such changes, it is a matter about which there can be no doubt that the
coming eighteen years will not be less fraught with chang0 and vicisai-tude. It appertains to the world through which we are passing. Yea,
as time ripens for its close, I think we may reasonably anticipate even
more marked and still more rapid changes. But, dear friends, amid the'
variations of life, with all its sorrows, how sweet is the contemplation of an unchanging God-of Him who is "the same yesterday, and
to-clay, and for ever." Looking to Him -resting simply and entirely
upon Him-knowing and rejoicing in Him "whom. to know is
life eternal," we may meet the dark, unknown future without
fear or apprehension. The circumstances in which we as a nation
and the world at larg-e are at present placed were clearly fore3hown by
our blessed Lord, when He testified thllt there should be upon the earth-
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distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and tEle waves roaring;
men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things
whieh are coming on the earth." But, as He had just before said,
" When ye shall heal' of wars and rumours of wars, be not terrijied;" so
'now He adds, "and when these things begin to come to pass, thfm look
up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh." In
addition to that saving and experimental knowledge of which I just
now spoke, the great object, my dear friends, which we should seek is to
be found upon our watch-tower. HO'\v very significant were the words of
.Jesus upon this all-important matter. "Take ye heed," said He,
" watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is. For the Son of Man
is as a man taking a far journey, who left his house, and gave authority
to his servants, and to every man his work, and commanded tIle porter
to watch. Watch ye, therefore; for ye know not when the master of the
house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the cock-crowing, or in the
morning; lest coming suddenly, he find you sleeping. And what I say
unto you, I say unto all, Watch." What a proof have we so recently had
of the positive uncertainty of our tarry here. How little did our
lamented friend, the late Mr. RICHARD DRAKE (who, I understand, was
one of the first to co-operate in the movement which has brought us
together this evening), imagine that ere this my eighteenth anniversary
among you had arrived, he would be called to his eternal home!
May his sudden removal stimulate us to give heed to the exhortation,
~'Be ye also ready, for in such an hour as ye think not, the Son of
)\t[an cometh." And now, my dear friends, in conclusion, what shall
I say-what CAN I say-in regard to the noble, the generous, the
altogether unthought-of gift with which you are this day presenting
me? I would thank you-I DO thank you-with all my heart for
the same. I receive it as a lively, practical, most unmistakeable
proof of your sincere attachment to me, and appreciation of my
humble labours among you. I could dwell upon my deep-felt consciousness of the imperfection of those labours; but I forbear: I know
it; I feel it; I acknowledge it.continuously before my God. At the same
time, in the midst of that felt unworthiness and my numberless shorteomings, I take comfort from the fact that" the treasure is in earthen
vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us."
The consciousness of my own personal shortcomings only renders me the
better able to sympathize with you, my dear friends, who are humbled
before God under the continuous discoveries of the self-same fact; all,d
gives us unitedly to realise how ceaselessly indebted we are to the ricb,
the free, the sovereign grace of our covenant God and Father in Christ
J"esus. That He may continue to smile upon and to bless us as a Church
and people; that the self-same harmony and unanimity so long vouch-safed to us may, of God's great mercy, be permitted to continue; that He
would stand by us and strengthen us during the little residue of' our
time-state; and that, finally, we may one and all meet in our Fathe}"s
house above, to sing" Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our
sins in His own blood," is the hearty prayer of
Your affectionate and grateful
,«

PASTOR.
THERE is a good deal of "broad" divinity in the present day, and it is
, in consequence shallow.
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MeiJitations on tlM Loving Words of our Loving Lord and Saviour. By
JAMES GRANT, author of "God is Love," &c. London: W. H. Guest,"
29, Paternoster Row.
IT has beAn our privilege, from time to time, for many years past, to bring
before our readers the productions of the laborious author of this work.
Few men have laboured in the literary world as Mr. GRANT has done;
and but few have had the opportunity of arriving at such a real practical
knowledge of men and things as he has. Hence he speaks with the
greater authority. The very title of this book commends it; but this
commendation is considerably enhanced, in such dangerous days as these,
hy the fact that the talented author is Dot only entirely free from the
veriest approach t:> sacerdotalism, but has long and ardently, both from
press and platform, protested against the encroachments upon the real
spiritual life and liberties of Christendom. His book, therefore, may
with the greater confidence and security be disseminated far and wide.
It is got up in part with this object, that it may be largely circulated
among the thoughtful and inquiring, as a help Christward and heavenward. Advancing in years as the author now is, and after such protracted
literary labour as he has undergone, we trust his heart will be greatly
cheered by the world-wide welcome to "Meditations on the Loving
Words of our Loving Lord and Saviour."
The Legacy: being the niary, Letters, and Poetical Pieces of a Young"
Ohristian, Sarah Hammond.
Oxford: J. C. Pembrey, 159, Walton
Street. Gosport: A. Hammond, 121, High Street.
THE writer of this diary and letters, we are informed, died of malignant
fever, in the twenty-fifth year of her age. The tenor of her writings
would seem to bespeak one of two things, great trial by way of test, iu
her future pilgrimage, or an early tomb! The latter was her portion.
And yet, in reading the utterances of her heart and the deep exercises of
her soul, one may exclaim, as the Master Himself once did, "The maid
is not dead, but sleepeth." She is not dead-spiritually, eternally-but
thus early called away from all the turmoil of the world, quickly ripened
and made meet for her heavenly mansion-

I

" She sleeps in J esns, and is blest,
From suffering and from sin released,
How sweet her slumbers are!
And every hurtful snare."
What a striking contrast does this record of heart-work present to the
Ritualistic rubbish and monkish mummeries which are now so fearfully
and fatally captivating the young and inexperienced! Our very soul
loathes the men and the means which are brought to bear upon the
rising generation, by whom and through which they are, as it were,
spell-bound. It is in very deed "the blind leading the blind;" and,
unless a divine arm interpose, "both will (finally) fall into the ditch."
Tile Pictorial World; an lllustrated Weekly Newspaper. Price Threepence. London: Published by the Newspaper Publishing Company
(Limited), 63, Fleet Street, E.C.
A FOURTH volume of this work is now before us, and, like its predecessors,

"

presents itself as a book of deepest interest and attraction. It is well
named" Pictorial," for it illustrates almost every subject of interest of
daily-and week to week--interest. Some of its engravings are perfect
marvels of skill and cheapness. The maps are among the clearest and
most distinct we have ever seen. When the series is complete, the whola
will make one of the best atlases ever published. The Pictorial World
is richly entitled to the popularity and extensive circulation to which it
has attained.
The Trinity Hymn Book. London: The Vestry, Trinity Chapel, Devonshire Road, Hackney; or Mr. E. CULVER, 71, Loddiges Road, Hackney.
NUMBERLESS as are the hymn-books in circulation, we deem the one before
us to be among the very best. It contains the very choicest productions
of our hymn-writers. Hence it is an invaluable gift-book to the Church
of God; and we trust, that, whilst it will afford so much l'ich material for
those who love to indulge in praise and thanksgiving with both heart and
lip, it may be used of God for the counteracting such productions as
" Hymns Ancient and Modern." This book becomes the more dangerous
on account of its having some of our best hymns inserted here and there.
Thus the poison is sought to be rendered palata~le. A casual reader,
dropping upon well-known sacred Scriptural psalms and hymns, .is thus
thrown off his guard, inasmuch as he takes them as a sample or specimen
of the rest. We speak emphatically upon this subject, knowing that
upon a recent occasion, a hymn-book was adopted for a season. After
having been selected from among a number of others in use, it was found
to contain a hymn in which was speciously wrapped up the deadly heresy
of the real presence. That one hymn to every truth-lover must condemn
the book, as being a dangerous one to adopt.,

Crumbs of Bread; or, the Life of Hannah Chappell, who was no Ritualist,
but an old-fashioned Protestant. By JAMES HAWKINS, Sen. (for nearly
forty years commercial traveller through the West of England). London: Printed by W. H. and L. Collingridge, 128 and 129, Aldersgate
Street.
THIS little work is interspersed with numerous incidents spread over a
period of protracted travel; and, being personal, they are the more practical. So little, comparatively, is said of HANNAR CHAPPELL, that the
second title of the book might well have been omitted.
The British NOT lilentical witl. the Lost Ten Tribes.
By the Rev. R.
CORNALL. M.A., Vicar of Emmanuel, Bristol. Second Edition. London: James Nisbet and Co., Berners Street. Bristol: J. E. Chillcott,
Clare Street.
BEFORE tOllching upon the pamphlet itself, it may be well for us to state
that, in a letter under date February 15, 1877, Mr. CORNALL says: "I
had a letter a few days since from Mr. B--, claiming you as an AngloIsraelite." Mr. B - - had no warrant whatever for such a claim. When
the subject was broached, as we casually met in the street, and reference
was made to the late Mr. WILSON, we merely stated that we had known
him as a friend, many years ago, and as a man for whom we had great
personal regard. We cannot here gi'Ve details; but facts are at this
moment present to our mind, although of some five-and-thirty years'
byegone occurrence, that cannot but endear Mr. WILSON'S memory to us ;
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but, as we have said, this gives no warrant for the supposition-much
less the assertion-that we have adopted his theory.
And now, with respect to the pamphlet before us, we would at once
say that our readers are already too familiar with our friend and fellowlabourer's occasional contributions to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, as spread
over a great number of years, to suppose that Mr. CORNALL would arrive
,at any hasty or undigested conclusions. His papers from time to time
bespeak deep thought, careful research, and earnest prayer. This is the
character of his ministry; the same applies to his writings.
With regard to the pamphlet before us, as far as we have had tim'l to
-examine it, we pronounce it at once masterly and unanswerable. The
arguments are most conclusive. The work is justly entitled to a careful
perusal. We doubt not that great good will result from this publication.
We have often expressed our wish to Mr. CORNALL, that he would use
his pen more. It is a duty incumbent upon men of truth in these days
of pestilential error. Let all such men seek, in this important particular,
to do what they can in their day and generation, so that their testimony
-may stand when they themselves are gone. Let us, in this matter, give
our children an opportunity of appealing to us when our mortal remains
lie mouldering in the grave.
.__ .... _-----~---"----

A WORD OR TWO TO THE READER UPON OUR RECENT
TESTIMONIALS.
As we stated in our address at the Young ME'n's Christian Association,
Aldersgate Street, London, on the 8th ultimo, we lay no claim whatever,
personally, to the kind and generous gifts bestowed upon us. We repudiate the veriest idea of merit or creature deserving. It is to God and
His grace alone is to be ascribed any little good whicJ. we may have been
helped to render to our fellow· men, in our day and generation.
But, whilst we thus speak, we would not for a moment overlook the
fact of such gifts being sweet and precious evidences of what true spiritual
love constrains the possessor to do. It was thus viewing- the free-will
"Offerings of his brethren that led the Apostle to say, "Not because I
desire a gift; but I desire fruit that may abound to your account."
How thankful was the Apostle thus to be able to recognize and testify
of that grace of God wherein they stood. He beheld in their offerings
token and proof of what love shed abroad in the heart could do, "not by
"Constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind."
Thus we view the matter; and we bless God for every sign and token
that" the love of Christ constraineth." What so prompting, powerful, or
precious as the "love of Christ shed abroad in the heart by the Holy
-Ghost"? We contend that there is no such stimulating or successful principle as love.
" 'Tis LOVE that makes our willing feet
In swift obedience move;
The devils know and tremble, too;
But Satan cannot love."
Another recent proof of the love of the simple Gospel and those who
proclaim it, was given at the small Baptist chapel at Croydon, where Mr.
COVELL has so long and acceptably laboured. The last annual collection,
two or three Sundays ago, amounted to £500 78.

