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STREET MEETINGS AND GREETINGS.
" The lteal·t know~tll his own bitterness; and a stranger doth not intermeddle with hz'sy'Oy."-PROYERBS xiv. 10.
THESE words were brought to the mind under circumstances which
(if the Lord will) we shall presently state. Meanwhi19 we would
remark, it was Monday morning, preceded by a day of more than
usual labour in "the Lord's vineyard. The Sabbath had dawned
with three services in prospect, besides the administration of the
Lord's Supper at the close of the day. The Saturday had been one
of deep soul-travail. The Word for most part was sealed- Genesis to
Revelation and Reve~ation to Genesis were turned to and fro, backwards and forwards, again and again in search of a text. At length
it was thought one was found; but, as to certainty that it was the
Lord's message for the morrow, ther9 was none, although it was
uppermost upon the mind then; and, although the Saturday night
prayer-meeting did not remove, but rather tended to fix it than
otherwise, still there was by no means a stated conviction that the
word uppermost upon the mind was that which the Lord had
specially given to be put forth in His name.
Those of the Lord's servants who know what it is to have to wait
upon the Lord, from time to time, and to hang upon Him as their
Counsellor and Instructor in what He would have them to say, know
what this suspense and uncertainty entail. The mere intellectual
research 01' the stored-up lesson, essay, or dry doctrinal statement,
will not suffice when and where the Lord's hungry ones are expected
to be in waiting for a crumb from the Master's table.
In glancing round upon those assembled, during the desk-service,
three persons in particular presented themselves. One who had been
visited upon his sick and apparently dying bed, many years ago,
and who of late had come under the Word, and (according to the
testimony of several) had been deeply touched under the testimony,
especially upon the previous Sabbath. The next object present
o
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most unexpectedly was a mother in Israel, whom the Lord has
afflicted with a malady which (in all human probability) must,
sooner or later, be instrumental in calling her home. Such are her
at least occasional sufferings that, after the effort of getting to the
house of the Lord, a word from the Lord is the more needed and
the more ardently sought after; and one feels the more anxious lest
such needy ones should come and seek in vain. So to speak, it seems
to add additional weight and intensity to the already deep soultravail. The third person which presented herself to the eye was
one of whose case we had only heard, but of all cases it was one of
the most touching. A widow indeed, and rendered a widow under
the most agonizing of circumstances. Brought down from an easy
and almost affluent position-the wife of a loving and devoted
husband·-one known, respected, and looked up to in a certain
sphere-but of a sudden becoming the victim of intemperance; and,
after pursuing that course for a certain period, at length perishing by
his own hand! Oh, how one's heart bled in contemplating the
saddened countenance of that poor, lop.ely, desolate, broken-hearted
widow! There was a fourth case, moreover; but upon that we will
not dwell. Suffice it, it was one that had long rested upon our heart,
and had been the subject of many an intense midnight plea at the
footstool of mercy.
It was under these varied considerations, as presented during the
desk-service, previous contemplations were supplanted by the word,
" And He must needs go through Samaria."
Oh, what power there was, dear reader, in reflecting upon the
condescending love, grace, and mercy which prompted our adorable
Head and Lord, upon that memorable occasion, to go through
Samaria, even on purpose that He might draw to Himself and
eternally bless that poor notorious sinner that came to the well to
draw water. And then how sweet was the thought that He has just
the same loving tender, sympathizing heart now as then! What He
did then was only a pattern, example, proof of what He is ever wont
to do at all times and under all circumstances. The same Gospel
necessity exists now as then, whenever and wherever He lovingly
designs to have to do with poor sinners. Upon precisely the same
principle He must needs go here or go there to meet the condition
of poor, lost, helpless, and undone sinners, even as when He met
and blessed the woman of Samaria. It is here, beloved, that
precious Scripture is so blessedly confirmed and ratified, that "whatsoever was written aforetime was written for our learning, that we
through patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope."
Now, as we went to the pulpit yesterday morning-aye, and
with such intensely-felt creature weakness and helplessness-and
with this word resting' upon the heart, oh, how ardently did we
desire that the Lord the Spirit would apply it at least to one and
another of these waiting and weary ones. How we longed that they
I
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should feel that there was verily just the same Gospel necessity in
their case as in that of the poor woman: "And He must needs go
through Samaria."
We will not stay here to dwell upon the line of thought brought
to the mind and presented to the hearers upon the occasion just
named; but we will hasten to remark that the fact we are about to
name, and to which we referred at the opening of this paper, seemed
to us the more remarkable upon this account. During the wakefulness of a previous night or two, we had been personally adopting the
language of the prophet, "Who hath believed our report? and to
whom is the arm of the Lord revealed?" Thought we, "As far as
my ministry of two to three.and-thirty years is concerned, I couldn't
reckon up a dozen converts, as seals to one's labours." At the same
time we felt there was no real ground of discouragement, because
nothing can militate against that most positive and blessed declaration that His word "shall not return unto Him void; but it shall
accomplish that which He pleases, and it shall prosper in the thing
whereunto He sent it."
This, for many years-nay, we may say, thrwghout our feeble
and imperfect ministry-has been our stronghold-the covenant word
of a covenant God! Here faith, as the Holy Ghost is pleased to
nourish and strengthen it, can rest and revel; the immutable" I
will" and" they shall" of an unchanging and omnipotent J ehovah !
But now for the incident that brought to our recollection the
Scripture quoted at the head of the previous page. A year or two
ago, whilst waiting at the entrance of the market-place in this old
{lity, a somewhat elderly gentleman of a sudden presented a fragment of an envelope, upon which was written, "I am in great
trouble; pray for me," or words to that effect. Before we had time
to read what was thus written, the stranger had withdrawn himself.
It at once aroused our deepest sympathies; and intensely had we
desired from that time to the present to know both the stranger and
his position. All that we could do, under the circumstances, was to
{lry, "Lord, Thou knowest all about him. Help, Lord, help, as
Thou alone knowest how, and as Thou alone canst."
This morning, whilst engaged in conversation with another person,
an elderly gentleman crossed the street with his arm in a sling;
and, as he seemed to be waiting to speak, we turned towards him,
and thought we recognized the stranger of whom we just now spoke.
"Did you, some time ago, give me a small piece of paper, stating
you were in great trouble?" we asked. "Yes," was the reply.
~'Why, I have been wanting to see and know about you ever since."
Again, of a sudden a thought flashing across the mind, said we,
"Did I meet you, some years ago, in a train near Bath, and did
you not ask me to your house?" "Yes," was the reply, "and
I have never forgotten what you said to me about the book I
was reading. 'Th(~t's the WOrd-GRACE,' said you; and, but for God
o 2
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and His Word [he added], I must sink." "Did I send you a book
afterwards?" "Yes." "Didn't you tell me your poor wife was
in an asylum?" "No; she left me five-and-twenty years ago;"
and his eyes filled with tears. "But what is the matter with your
arm?" "Oh, it is broken! I have lost all my property; and, when
thinking of those lines" 'God moves in a mysterious way,
His wonders to perform,'

"I was about to seek to arrange matters when I broke my arm."
" Ah !" said we, "that is how the J..Jord does. He takes the less
in order to give Himself the greater. Personally I have been
steeped in trouble from very childhood, so that I have long sincfl
ceased to say, I couldn't bear this or I couldn't bear the other. I
strive not even to think it, because it is like tempting the Lord to
try us, and to prove what His grace can do. I stood," said we,
" some twel,e years ago, upon the floating- pier at Liverpool; and.
as I saw an elderly gentleman parting with his young son, I said
to myself, 'Now, that's what I could never bear.' However, I have
been called to it again and again since; and, notwithstanding all
that I have had to pass through, I feel I have as much reason
now as I had fifty years ago to say" 'Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it ;
Prone to leave the God I love;
Here's my heart, Lord, take and seal it ;
Seal it from Thy courts above.'"

. In allusion to the Lord taking the less in order to give the
greater, our stranger friend, speaking of a near relative of the lateDuke of Wellington, who had lost his property; f!tated that he said:
"I have now an inheritance which is incorruptible, undefiled, and
that fadeth not away."
Under promise that he would write, we parted; and, as we walked
away, the words came: " The heart knoweth his own bitterness; and
a stranger doth not intermeddle with his joy."
Now, in the first place, dear reader, how little did we imagine that
a mere passing word in a railway train, and that spoken to an entire
stranger, should have such a lasting hold upon that stranger's mind.
How it tended to enforce the exhortation to "sow beside all
waters;" "In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thine hand; for thou knowest not whether shall prosper,
either this or that, or whether they both shall be alike good."
Again, we thought, "How little one can conceive where and when
the seed may havo taken root. What cause, therefore, has any
servant of Christ to be discouraged, if he knows in his conscience
he has sought not to speak his own words, but God's words, to the
people to whom he has been sent? Well, indeed, mar he leave it
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with the Lard to cause it to spring up a.nd bring forth fruit where,
when, and to what extent He pleases."
As already stated, we thank Him for giving us that precious
portion, little short of thirty years ago, in regard to "His word not
returning to Him void." It has been, more or less, a blessed stay to
the mind ever since, so that we are in no wise discouraged, although
we may never see or heal' of fruit.
At the moment of writing, a remark recurs to us which we
made, upwards of fifty yearil ago, in the firilt address we gave, as
the junior teacher in a Sunday-school, to our fellow-teachers. _ It
was as nearly as possible in these words: "Don't be discouraged
because you may see no fruit of your labours. When your heads
are laid low, some word you have spoken may be brought to remembrance by the Holy Ghost, that shall accomplisli all you desire
in the objects of your care and teaching."
In further proof of this, we may state that, since we sat
down to this paper, we paid a visit to an old parishioner
who had on that day completed her ninety-third year. In the
course of conversation she not ouly gave the name of the minister
whom she had heard preach, in her native village, when she was
only five years of age, but she quoted likewise with the greatest
accuracy the text from which he preached. It was Jeremiah ii. 13:
~, For My people have committed two evils; they have forsaken Me,
the Fountain of living watE;Jrs, and hewed them out cisterns, broken
cisterns, that can hold no water." As we sat listening to that old
pilgrim, we thought how little need the Lord's servants have to be
discouraged, because they see not the fruit of their labours. What
would that minister have thought, at the time of his preaching,
could anyone have whispered, "Eighty-eight years to come, one of
your hearers-now probably a restless, seemingly iuattentive and
careless child-will be- talking about you and your text"?
Is there not another thought, dear reader, that naturally suggests
itself by these facts? If past sermons, or appeals, or exhortations,
are reproduced in the memory to comfort, console, and confirm, will
not, in like manner, such remonstrances, appeals, and exhortations,
be re-presented to the conscience by way of reproach and condemnation? Ah! how solemn the testimony of the Apostle, in the
second chapter of his second Epistle to the Corinthians, fifteenth and
sixteenth verses: "We are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in
them that are saved, and in them that perish: to the one we are
the savour of death unto death; and to the other the savour of life
unto life. And who is sufficient for these thing-s?" Oh, how our
heart bleeds in regard to some who have sat under our feeble
ministry for years, anu for whose eternal welfare our soul has travailed in: birth, anu for whose rescue from everlasting ruin and
destruction we have agonized before the Lord day and night-yea,
at least occasionally, for many years-but in whom there is not the
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semblance of a change! Ah! the Lord alone knows what this soultravail hal;! been with us; aud this suggests our first thought with
respect to the passage "The heart knoweth his own bitterness."
Sure we are that none but the Lorch own Spirit-quickened and
divinely-commissioned ministers know what this tl'atJaitii'lrJ in birth
on behalf of souls is. The weight, the solicitude, the anguish, theintense pain, the unutterable agony, baffle description. Words aretoo poor-language too meagre-to express what that inward,.
ardent, importunate wrestling of soul is, when this, that, or the
other particular case is laid upon a minister's heart. Possibly it is
the carnal husband of a godly wife, or the godless wife of a Godfearing husband; or it may be the rebellious son of godly parents.
In either case the resistance and the hostility probably is the more
marked and the more flagrant, because of the nominal light and
the superficial conviction. It is the contact with the godly, and the
contention with and resistance of exhortation and a,ppeal, prayer
and persuasion, that renders the case the more critical anel
desperZLte.
Now, where there has been brotherly sympathy, and" weeping
with those that weep," upon the part of the sent servant of God,.
what intense solicitude does such case entail! Yes, verily in such
experiences "the heart knoweth his own bitterness." Oh, the
Saturday-night wrestlings and the Sunday-morning pleadings, when
such objects will be known to present themselves in the house of
God-the praying and the prayerless; the humbled and the har-·
dened; the suppliant and the sceptic; the teachable and the
taunting; the broken-hearted and the bravado! What a mixture t
and yet such the poor, timid, trembling servant of God has to confront, at the very time, it may be, he is feeling there is not a greater
sinner, not a viler rebel, not a more thankless, ill-and-hell-deserving
creature in the assembly than himself, and that because of multiplied
mercies, infinite compassion, inconceivable forbearance, and matchless longsuffering ! Such an one feels that he, of all men, is about
the last to reprove or rebuke! Ah! he does indeed, as it were,.
grasp the words, "the heart knoweth his own bitterness;" yes, it is·
verily" bitterness "-wormwood and gall.
But we must not dwell. Parents know what" bitterness" is-ah 1:
indeed they do. Mark the godly father-listen to the midnight
cries, the heart-anguish, of the praying mother. "He made my
arms ache," said a poor disconsolate mother to us once, when we·
were seeking to assist her t() discover her runaway son, "but now
he makes my heart ache." That son was the means of breaking that
mother's heart afterwards. Nearly fifty years ago we gazed upon
the- sleeping remains of a father whose self-willed and only son had
helped to send him to a premature grave, and whose weeping widow,
then standing by that coffin, soon afterwards succumbed to the cruel
selfishness of the E'J:loiled boy, the petted one of the family. Ah!
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parental" bitterness "-who can analyze, much less describe, its
terrible ingredients?
.
Without doubt that "bitterness " seized upon our first parents as
they looked upon their slaughtered second-born. Oh, what must
have been the feelings with which they contemplated A bel, and
thought of who was the murderer?
Abraham knew what "bitterness" was, although his was of a
different character; for we dare not suppose for a moment that the
patriarch was about to make a sacrifice which cost him nothing.
Oh, no; there is not a question that, although under the rich
exercise and blessed control of faith, his flesh, at the same time,
suffered unutterable anguish. To look at the whole proceedings from
a human standpoint, he could only do as he did through the infusion
of a supernatural power. Would it have been possible for him,
after a mere flesh-and-blood manner, to have undertaken that
momentous journey; have withdrawn his son-his only Isaacand that stealthily, as far as Sarah's knowledge of the object of his
mission was concerned; or listened to the appeal, "My father!
behold the fire and the wood; but where is the lamb for a burntoffering? " Ah! if that question did not in very deed entail "bitterness "-and "bitterness," too, of no ordinary kind-then we fail
to understand the meaning of words.
Let the reader, for argument's sake, work out the problem. Let
him imagine the whole matter to be wrought out in its entirety.
Let him supp'Jse that there was no practical proof that "God
would provide Himself a lamb for a burnt-offering:" that the altar
was built-the wood laid in order-Isaac bound; that Abraham
" stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son;" and,
no voice being heard nor arm interfering, presume that in very deed
he did slay that son-ah! what \yould have been the "bitterness"
then? aud, had he returned to Sarah, with no Isaac to accompany
him, ah! would not that have beeu "bitterness" indeed? We
do well, then, to remember that all this-and vastly more-must
have presented itself to the merely human or fleshly mind of the
patriarch, during that three days' journey to the place which
God had told him of; for be it known that Abraham had not been
pretending; his was no mere assumption. However he might have
been supported and sustained-and he was indeed supported and
sustained-all he did was real and sincere, although, at the same
time, under the precious influence and power of that faith which
God alone can give, and which He verily will honour.
Was not J acob the subject of "bitterness"':"-and "bitterness," too,
of the most acute kind-when his sons brought the coat of many
colours to their father, and said, " This have we found; know now
whether it be thy son's coat or no. And he knew it, and said, It
is my son's coat; an evil beast hath devoured him; J oseph is
without doubt rent in pieces. And J acob rent his clothes, and put
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sackcloth upon his loins, and mourned for his son many days. And
all his sons and all his daughters rose up to comfort him; but Iw
j·efu.sed to be comforted; and he said, For I wilt go down into the [/1'ave
unto my son mourning"! Ah! that was" bitterness" with a witness.
Again, was not the patriarch the subject of "bitterness" when he
exclaimed, "Me have ye bereaved of my children: Joseph is not,
and Simeon is not, and ye will take Benjamin away; all these
My son shall not go down with
things are against me.
you; for his brother is dead, and he is left alone; if mischief befall
him by the way in the which ye go, then shalt ye bring down my
,r;ray hairs with sorrow to the [/1'avc"? " Bitterness" indeed!
Can we suppose for a moment that Aaron waR not the subjeJt
of "bitterness," although we read that he "held his peace," when
N adab and Abihu, his sons, " offered strange fire before the Lord,
which He commanded them not. And there went out fire from the
Lard, and devoured them; and they died before the Lord" ?
We could not think much of that religion the professed possessor
of which was unmoved when the judgments of the Most High
overtook especially those who were near and dear by the ties of
nature. It was marvellous grace and a divine power indeed which
enabled Aaron, under such agonizing circumstances, to "hold his
peace."
. In passing, may we not expross our belief-yea, our convictionthat this selfsame thing of "offering strange fire before the Lord"
is being carried on in our own da,y to a most fearful extent? and
have we not a right to conclude that, in due time, the Almighty will
avenge Himself npon those who thus awfully presume to run
counter to His plainly-revealed mind and will ? Ah! well may
such presumers take warning by the judgments which befell even
the sons of Aaron! Their father's high position was no safeguard
to them,
Of what "bitterness" was the Psalmiet the subject when, upon
hearing of the death of Absalom, we read that "the king was
much moved, and went up to the chamber over the gate, and wept:
and as he went, thus he said, 0 my son Absalom, my son, my son
Absalom! would God I had died for thee, 0 Absalom, my son,
my son! "
Then there was HanDab, of whom we read, " she was in bitterness
of soul, and prayed unto the Lord, and wept sore." Those who
feel the weight and responsibility of children-especially under the
varied ensnarements, practices, and usages of our own timesmay be ready to reproach Hanuah for what they conceive to be folly
in her regrets and lamentations, she being at the same time entirely
free from parental anxiety and responsibility; but all such conclusions are weak and futile. They clash with the subject before us :
" the heart knoweth his own bitterness." Even in our times, in the
face of the weight and care and responsibility, how often we see the
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blank, the void, the disappointment and diss3.tisfaction, where there
is the non-participation i::J. the sacred privilege thus described by
the Psalmist: "Lo, children are an heritage of the Lord j and the
fruit of the womb is His reward."
Notwithstanding the weight and responsibility, parents would do
well carefully and prayerfully to consider the 127th and 128th
Psalms.
Apart, however, from this view of the case, let us remember how
great the anxiety of Old Testament believers to be the honoured
instruments of introducing the promised Messiah into the world.
From the moment that that gracious promise was made in the
garden of Eden, "I will put enmity between thee and the woman,
and bet'ween thy seed and her seed j it shall bruise thy head, and
thou shalt bruise his heel," there was not only a living hope imparted, but a fervent desire likewise, that that sacred pledge should be
fulfilled; and the believing women of each successive generation,
in their measure and degree, Rachel-Iike and Hannah-like, sighed
and cried for children!
Before we pass on, we would just remark that such an immensity hangs upon that gracious promise, in connection with which the
Apostle, in his first Epistle to 'fimothy, offers this comment, "Nevertheless she shall be saved in childbearing," that, upon a sober
consideration of the subject, we believe that, even in a temporal
point of view, those have done best who have had large families.
During our parochial experience, those whom we have found most
grateful and contented, and the readiest to speak of God's providential hand, have been such as have had most children.
Once more with respect to " bitterness;" although already touched
upon in an earlier page, we must again allude to ministerial
"bitterness." In reference to this important subject, the Apostle, in
the opening of that most solemn and separating chapter, the ninth
of Homans, says: "I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost, that I have great
heavilU'ss and cDntinual sorrow in my heart. For I could wish that
myself were accursed [margin, 'separated '] from Christ for my
brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh."
If this be not strong language, we know not where it will be
found; but does it not, reader, give an insight into that intense
soul-travail 011 behalf of immortal souls of which we before spoke j
and of which the Apostle again testifies, in his Epistle to the
Galatians, where he says, "My little children, of whom I travail
in birth again until Christ be formed in you"? Sure we are that no
words can express what a divinely-commissioned servant of God
feels in regard to the work whereunto he is called. You will
observe that the Apostle speaks of "travailing in birth again."
This, therefore, implies a first travail; and what are we to understand by this, but that intense concern which a God-sent minister
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feels that the word he is commissioned to proclaim should be
instrumental in awakening and arresting poor sinners then" dead in
trespasses and sins," then citizens of the world, then afar off by wicked
works ? ~lhis, by divine power accomplished, a second travail of soul
comes on, that Christ should be formed in the hearts of such "the
hope of glory;" that hence they should not only be brought out of
the world, in its pleasures, pursuits, and practices, but that they
should be made partakers of Christ; that they should realise, in very
deed, that He is their's, and they His; that they should know their
adoption, and experience, in all its freeness, fulness, and blessedness,
His pardoning love, blood-atoning grace, and justifying righteonsness; in a word, that they should know what it is to be "complete
in Him," and eternally freed from all condemnation.
We come now to our last clause, "and a str:wger doth not
intermeddle with his joy."
In the first place, a "stranger," in the strict sense of the word,
doth not understand it.
"The natural mon receiveth not the
things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him:
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned."
The child of God has "meat to eat whi0h the world knows
not of."
But, apart from this, the joy, or the consolation, or the peace, of
which the Lord's people are at least occasionally the partakers-and
that mostly immediately before, under, or after special trial-that
even the Lord's own dear children cannot" intermeddle," not to say
interfere, with. It is sacred, special, separating, for the time being,
even among the members of the same spiritual household. It is
communion with the Lord, not now with tlte brethren. That is a
distinct thing-an after-matter. " Did not our heart burn within us,
while He talked with us by the way, and opened unto us the
Scriptures?" This is the testifying of what has been rather than
of what -is. It is the savour, the unction, the dew that remain. It
. was one thing Moses being upon the mount with the Most High;
it was another, his return to the children of Israel. When Paul
was caught up into the third heaven, he "heard unspeakable
words, which it was neither lawful nor possible for him to utter."
He might talk of this revelation of the Lord fourteen years afterwards, but none could" intermeddle therewith."
Moreover, the very idea bespeaks the distinct and distinguishing
character of this joy that" a stranger intermeddleth not with." If
we mistake not, it is easier to describe the pain, the conflict, the
doubts, the fears, than to explain the deliverance, the joy, the peace,
the hope, the prospect, the blissful and blessed liberty, wherewith
the Lord is pleased at times to set His people free. Unless previously led in a similar path-which is not often the case, as,
although the experiences of the children of God may agree in the
main, they differ so much in the details-we say that, unless they
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may happen to have been led in like manner, how often has the
countenance of the listener been seen to wear the expression of
doubt, and betray a lack of understanding or a want of interest,
when, after the sorrow or the anguish, the speaker has sought to set
forth the" joy" that has been felt. And how often has a young
convert, just in the rioh and sweet and blessed enjoyment of his
first love, been wounded to the quick upon this very principle of
not being understood as he has endeavoured, in broken language,
to describe the new and altogether supernatural sensations and
emotions of whioh he had just previously been the subject.
" A etranger intermeddleth not with his joy."
A..h! how well do we remember, even at this distant day-wellnigh fifty-three years afterwards-what the havoc the tempter made
by the response of an elder brother to the breathings of the youth.
ful enquirer. The latter had anxiously watched for an opportunity
to con1'6r with the former, to ascertain if he could possibly throw
any light upon the bright, the blessed, the previously altogether
unseen and· unknown manifestation which, after an hour or two's
duration, subsided, and left him in perplexity and doubt as to its
genuineness and reality. The moment at length came; and, in a few
broken words, the heart sought to unburden itilelf. "Oh, Edward,
I have been the subject of such feelings to-day!" "Ah! it depends
upon what it springs from," was the reply. That was enough.
The youth was cut to the very heart's core. Immediately the
tempter took advantage. "Ah! if the one who has taken the
deepest and liveliest interest in you speaks thus, what hope is there
for you?" Oh, the anguish attendant upon that argument must
be felt to be understood!
" A stranger intermeddleth not with his joy."
., Few and evil," to use his own words, "as the days of the years
of the life" of the patriarch had been, yet none could "intermeddle)' with the sacred, unutterable "joy" of J acob, when he
"saw the wagons which J oseph had sent to carry him," and
exclaimed, "It is enough: J oseph my son is yet alive: I will go
and see him before I die." Oh, the adoring wonder-the astounding admiration-the matchless amazement-which took possession of
the patriarch at that privileged moment!
In like manner, when" Joseph made ready his chariot, and went
up to meet Israel his father, to Goshen, and presented himself unto
him: and he fell on his neck, and wept on his neck a good while.
And Israel said unto J oseph, Now let me die, since I have seen thy
face, because thou art yet alive."
Ah! what stranger could intermeddle with such joy?
Agai:p., surrounded as he was by his sons, and severally blessing
each, whilst retracing all the way by which he had been led and
fed all his life long, what stranger could "intermeddle" with ihe
joy with which the patriarch looked up and exclaimed, after all
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his waywardness and wantonness, "I have waited for Thy salvation, 0 Lord" ?
"A stranger intermeddleth not with his joy."
What must that joy have been when, after his forty years' wilderness wanderings, and with the intense desire he possessed to " go
over and see that goodly land and Lebanon," "Moses went up
from the plains of Moab," at the Lord's bidding, " unto the mountain of Neba, to the top of Pisgah, that is over against Jericho.
And the Lord showed him all the land of Gilead, unto Dan, and
all Naphtali, and the land of Ephraim, and Manasseh, and all the
land of J udah, unto the utmost sea, and the south, and the plain
of the valley of Jericho, the city of palm-trees, unto Zoar. And
the Lord said unto him, This is the land which I sware unto
Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto J acob, saying, I will give it unto
thy seed: I have caused thee to see it with thine eyes, but thou
shalt not go over thither"? (Deut. xxxiv. 1-4.)
Reader, we have merely quoted these two instances out of the
multitudes which might be given, in illustration of our subject:
" The heart knoweth his own bitterness; and a stranger doth not
intermeddle with his joy."
St. Luke's, Bedminstel', March 10, 1879.
THE EDITOR.

THAT LOVELY FACE!
(AS SEEN BY :MRS. J.

c.)

IN weakness and sorrow I lay
Bemoaning my desolate case;
When, musing on death and decay,
There was shown me a beautiful face.

I looked, and it looked upon me
With eyes of betrothing delight;
But ah! its sweet smile was to be
Soon taken aw~y from my sight.

Surprise shook my delicate frame,
Delight seized my tremulous mind;
I long had been taught the sweet name
Of esus, but Him could not find.

For the vision was "yet to speak,"
In its own" appointed" time;
Awaiting belongs to the meek;
Then let this position be mine.

When, all in a moment, a lightThe "glory of Gcd "-did appear;
And "knowledge," BO clear and BO
bright,
Revealed that my Jesus was near.

But still 'tis a truth I now know,
By what I was taught in that spell,
That after my Lord I must go,
And with Him for ever shall dwell.

.r

His countenance fair I then saw,
Full of ravishing beauty and grace;
I ne'er in my life had before
Seen Deity shine in a face.
But 'twas the blest Father that shone,
In the Person of Jesus, His Son;
His Spirit that rested upon
The holy and heavenly One.

Chelmsf01·d.

And now;though oft downcast and sad,
I still" follow hard after God; "
The impress of Him makes me glad;
I know I have seen my dear Lord.
And, though I may oft want the sight
Of Him who was sent me from
heaven,
Yet, one day, in fulness of light
The gaze will be endlessly given.
JOSUH.
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THE MILLENN rUM.
"He shall bear the glol'Y, and shall sit and rule ttpon His thmne,. and He
shall be a Priest upon His throne."-ZEcHARIAI-I vi. 13.
MILLENNIUM! It is a long word. I am afraid some simpleminded Ohristians do not know how to spell it. I cannot find the word
in my Bible, which is chiefly written in words of one syllable. I suppose
it means .the thousand years which it is said Ohrist will reign upon
earth.
Now, at the onset of our thoughts upon the matter, I must make a,
confession, namely, that, although I have written upon spiritual subjects
for over a quarter of a century, the Lord never seems to have led me
into this. It is the present revelation of Ohrist, and the unfolding of
His work and will, that I seem specially drawn into, leaving the future,
with its when and where, with Him. Not that we would for a moment
be unmindful bf the second coming of Ohrist-far from it! It is a
matter that ought to be preached; and it must ever delight the children
of God to hear of "that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the
great God and our Saviour Jesus Ohrist." But however, personally, we
may have been led to abstain from treating upon this momentous
subject, surrounding circumstances have drawn us to it, and we feel we
must not flinch from meditating thereon, especially as it has come before
us that many of the family are much exercised upon it, and would gladly
be informed relative to it. We have, therefore, pleaded with God that
we may not "darken counsel without knowledgo," but that the Holy
Spirit may guide and direct us to write things concerning it which are
according to the mind and will of our God.
Here we must say that, even although we desire thus to write, we
cannot feel it in our heart that we dare take any positive position, much
less write dogmatically upon a subject which is certainly not clearly
revealed in the Scriptures, and which, probably, is not meant to be.
Our tracings, therefore, will be rather suggestive than positive. Of
course, we cannot pretend, in the sh0rt space of our article, to wade
through the various opinions in circulation concerning the second advent
of Ohrist. Suffice it to say that we find, for the most part, that prejudices often govern conclusions-sentiments are taken to the Word,
and are clothed therewith, to suit the ideas and calculations-but prejudices, sentiments, and idefl,s should all be cast aside, and we must come
" to the law and the testimony" if we would arrive at the truth.
Now, ere we lay before our readers our gatherings fi'om the ""Vord
upon the seconu advent of Ohrist, we think it well to refer to some of
the incongnt'itics that surround the idea of His reigning upon earth for a,
thousand years. The general run of those who hold this view seems to
be something like this-that they expect a Millennial Sabbath, to usher
in which the Oaptain of the militant host shall be seen approaching in
the clouds of heaven. All enemies shall be trodden under His feet; the
devil himself shall be shut up in the bottomleslt pit; then shall Jesus
THE
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reign for a thousand years, with His risen and glorified saints, over an
.earth physically and morally renewed. Then one last desperate outbreak of hellish evil more, and C,hrist shall be "All and in alL"
But, we repeat, to our mind such an arrangement is fraught with
serious incongruities. For instance, surely it would inflict dishonour upon
Qur Lord to bring Him down to the degradation of an earthly kingdom
-that Christ should, after His exaltation, leave the right hallrl of the
Father to come and pass a thousand years here below. Living upon
earth in a heavenly body is indeed difficult of acceptation.
And, again, can it be supposed that those "spirits of just men made
perfect" which are now with Christ-for, being "absent in the body,
they are present with the Lord "-that they should leave those blessed
mansions, or quit that happy state, to live on earth again a thousand
years ~
• Oh, dear reader, we must say, for one, we have enough of earth in the
present state j and it is our joy to think that, at death, we shall have
done with it. We do not want an earthly heaven.
But, again, in this terrestrial heaven, are the people to increase and
multiply. How can this be carried on without sin ~ Satan, it may be
said, is to be bound during this Sabbatic period; but, after all, can the
corruption of human nature be eradicated ~ It may be re!Jlied, "The
just, during the thousand years, will be immortal, and cannot sin." If
this is so, and Satan is to be loosed out of his prison, and deceive thp.
nations which are at the four quarters of the earth, who is Satan to fight
with ~ Are the wicked dead to rise and fight with Satan ~ or is a new
race of sinful men to appear on earth, whom he is to deceive? Equally
improbable-nay, surely the actual presence of evil, after the Lord's
second advent, is incompatible with the Scriptural account of the saints'
reward.
Another incongruity is, if Christ is to reign on earth a thousand years,
then He who is the glory of heaven leaves the celestial region, leaves the
(lompany of the redeemed that are now with Him, and heaven is without
Jesus. I know it would be replied, "No j there will be a communieation between heaven and earth;" but we want more than a communication with Jesus-we want His company. But some go as far in
their muddle as to assert, "No, it will not be Christ Himself who will
reign upon earth, but David. He will be king, and Abraham and other
notable saints will sit with David upon thrones j" all of which incongruities have been described by J ames Wells as " the Millennium.
quagmire." We only refer to such incongruities to show the confusion
which must be entailed by this literal view of Christ's reign upon earth.
Av-oiding these and other complexities, we will now, with the
deepest humility, pen what we consider to be more after the mind and
will of God than the foregoing j and, in order to do this, consider1. The true natU1'G of the saints' inhe1'·itance.
n. The Scriptural expectat£on of good things to come.
I. The true nature of the saints' inhe1'itance. This we conceive to be,
in a word, entirely spiritual, Jesus having brought life and immortality
to light through the Gospel. Our simple gathering of the matter is as
follows-that, when Christ cried upon the cross, "It is finished!" all
types, shadows, and earthly symbols were done away with, and henceforth

Tlze Gospel Magazine.

183

all in connection with His kingdom was spiritual; and this is the point
we would now seek the Spirit's help to enable us to substantiate. And
the first question that rises, we think, would be, "Is Christ now King
over His kingdom, or will He only be King in this future state referred
to ~" vV'e think He is now King, and is now fulfilling the assertion ~f
our passage, "He shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule apon His
throne; and He shall be a Priest upon His throne." Christ at this
moment is discharging the functions of God's anointed Priest, and, as
well, exercising dominion as God's anointed King.
Permit us here to give a quotation from the work of that dear sainted
man of God, Samuel Waldegrave, D.D., the late Bishop of Carlisle.
Would we had a bench of such bishops in the present day j but, alas! it
is far otherwise! And here we must say, never shall we forget being
permitted to walk with him from his church at Barford to his vicarage.
Although it is years ago, we have a vivid recollection of his dignified
form and condescending manner as he said to us, as we arrived at the
ivy-mantled porch of the vicarage, "Mr. C--, I have Lord - - and
Lady - - within, but I would much rather have some Christian converse
with you."
But to the good Bishop's words. He wrote concerning the present
Kingship of Christ: "The precious ointment poured upon our Aaron's
head has ever been flowing down to the skirts of His clothing, and
filling the whole Church of His elect with the odour of His name. But
doth not the Church stand in equal present need of all the royal might
and authority of God's Anointed ~ Who shall 'make her children
willing in the day of His power' ~ vV'ho shall dispense to them repentance and forgiveness of sins ~ IVho shall be their Leader and Commander
-their 'exceeding great reward' ~ Surely, the 'Lamb which is in the
midst of the throne,' for He is Lord of lords and King of kings. Our
Melchisedec is even now King' of Salem, as well as Priest of the Most
High God."
Look with us a little further into this matter, dear reader-the present
Kingship of Christ. John the Baptist cried in the wilderness of Judrea,
"Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand j " and our Lord
declared concerning Himself, "All power is given unto Me in heaven and
in earth. Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptising them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching
them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded yon: and,lo,
I am with you alway, even unto the end." Jesus Himself preached" the
Gospel of the kingdom" (Matt. iv. 23). "And it came to pass afterward, that He went throughout every city and village, preaching and
showing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God" to His disciples, as
well as bidding them to go and preach, saying, "the kingdom of heaven
is at hand;" declaring that, when He comes again, "The Son of Man
should come in His kingdom "-mark, "in His kingdom."
Now, for these reasons and others we assert, upon Scriptural grounds,
our conviction of the present Kingship of Christ, and that, being King,
lIe has now the kingdom referred to. vV'e shall see the truth of this
if we further think of the nature of His kingdom. The Jews thought that
it would be an earthly kingdom, and that He would reign over the same
with great pomp and dignity, as an earthly king. This was their mistake,
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and we think is the mistake of all who calculate upon a reign on earth
at His second coming. "My kingdom," He declared, "is not of this
world. It cometh not with observation: neither shall they say, Lo
here! or, 10 there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you;" and
Paul says, "The kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost;" and the Gospel is the
ordained means, accompanied by the power of the Holy Spirit, to bring
God's elect out of an ungodly world into His kingdom.
Permit us again to quote from the scholarly and Scriptural writings of
the late Bishop of Carlisle. He writes, "The kingdom, then, has been
set up. It is that which men are wont to call the visible Church. Its
territory is all the world; its subjects are all that profess and call themselves Christians; its laws are the commandments of God, and the
testimony of Jesus; its officers are the apostles, prophets, evangelists, and
pastors. And who is King 1 Its King is the ascended Jesus, for to Him
hath the Father put in subjection this 'world to come which many
prophets and kings desired to see, and whereof we speak as now already
come.'"
It will thus be seen, then, that we are contending for a spiritual
kingdom, over which our preciow:; Lord reigns supreme.
And, in connection with Christ's second coming, we hear so much about
the expression, "His feet shall stand on the Mount of Olives," taking it,
of course, literally. But mention is made in the divine 'Vord of His
"arm," " His stretched-out arm.," "His everlasting arms," "His hands,"
"His fingers," "His back," "His face," "His nostrils," "His cars," and
"His eyes;" ani, in every case, it has a spiritual rendering. Why
should it not with regard to " His feet "1 Moses sang, after the deliverance of the children of Israel from their enemies, "Thou stretchedst out
Thy right hand: the earth swallowed them up." He did not mean that
God put forth a fleshly arm or a fleshly hand, but that by His power He
worked their deliverance; so, when it is said, "His feet shall stand upon. the Mount of Olives," it may not mean His literal feet, but be a symbol
of His triumph and power over His enemies. Yes, the King shall be
seen at the appointed time coming in the clouds of heaven. Tben shall
His enemies be consumed before Him, and then, as we think, shall His
blood-bought ones hear Him saying, "Come, ye blessed of My Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world;"
and they shall reign with Him for ever and ever.
And this brings us to think ofn. The Scriptural expectation of good things to come. We cannot find
that such expectations are in any way of a terrestrial futme, but of a
celestial and glorious heaven. For instance, Job says, "I know that my
Redeemer liveth, and that He shall stand at the latter day upon theearth," which He has done; and then he looks at once beyond this
dispensation to the resurrection: "and though after my skin worms
destroy my body, yet in my flesh shall I see God: whom I shaH see for
myself, and mine eyes shall behold" and not another." And, again,
Asaph looks forward to the end of the pilgrimage as the realization ot'
glory to the Christian: "Thou shalt guide me with Thy counsel, and
afterward receive me to glory." Isaiah also rejoices in the same fact in
that beautiful passage, "Thy dead mon shall live; together with my dead
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body shall they arise. Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust: for thy
dew is as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out the dead." Hosea
also, referring in prophetic language to Christ, says, "I will ransom them
from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from death; 0 death,
I will be thy plagues; 0 grave, I will be thy destruction." And our
Lord Himself said, "Ought not Christ to have suffered these things
(referring to His sufferings], and to entm' into His glory?" He does not
allude to any return to earth, but from the cross to "enter into His
glory."
And then the writings of the apostles appear full of vivid views of the
celestial joy in store for the children of God, and do not in any way
preface such with any intermediate reign of Christ on earth. Paul, for
instance, says. " I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I
have kept the faith: henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of
Ifighteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at
that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love His
appearing." Peter. too, blesses God, "which hath begotten us again
unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to
an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away,
l'eserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God through
faith unto salvation, ready to be revealed in the last time." I hope I am
not wrong in the acknowledgment, but I must say that, when my thoughts
(;ontemplate a terrestrial heaven-indeed, having anything to do with
earth after death-my heart sinks. May the Lord forgive me, if wrong;
but, when the eye of faith centres upon Jesus enthroned in glory, I think
of heaven as a happy state of glorified rest in His presence. My soul is
thrilled with joy at the contemplation.
And then another thought upon the expectation of the saints with
['egard to the future. Look at the many saints personally known to each
(If our readers and ourselves who have departed from this world, with
the one blessed anticipation of heavenly bliss, and their joy has been that
they have nothing more to do with earth. Have they been all deceived ~
Verily not. Stephen saw in vision the glory of God, and Jesus standing
(In the right hand of God. ·When. iu the moment of departure, he said,
" Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!" did he not expect his departing soul to
ibe admitted to that place of glory where he had just seen his exalted
Lord 7 Undoubtedly he did. Bishop Hall remarks, "What an apparent
disadvantage should this be to the blessed souls of the saints departed, to
be fetched down from heaven, where they are in perfect bliss, to spend a
thousand years upon earth ere the consummation of their glory-to
change the company of angels for men, heaven for earth."
Thus, then, have we given many proofs that the anticipation of the
saints' future is celestial, and not terrestrial; that the scene of eternal
happiness is heaven itself: "The Lord shall deliver me from every evil
work, and will preserve me unto His heavenly kingdom: to whom be
glory for ever and ever ;" and that we can now sing of our Jesus, as
John hearcl them singing in his beatific vision," Blessing, and honour,
and glory, be unto Him who sitteth upon the throne, and unto the
Lamb for ever and ever."
But it may be asked, "If your view is correct, how do you explain
those passa,ges of Scripture which seem to refer so to a literal kingdom
p
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given to Christ at His second coming 1" 'VeIl, it is impossible to reply
here to this question at length, but we may say that the chief portions
brought forth to support the Millennium theory are Ezekiel xxxviii.,
&c.; Daniel vii., and Revelation xx.
A word or two upon each of these portions of the Word. Ezekiel
xxxviii., &c.-the general view is, Judah and Ephraim shall become onc
stock, planted in the land of their fathers; its boundary extended, its
fertility multiplied. "The sons of the alien shall be your plowmcn
and your vine-dressers. But ye shall be named the priests of the Lord;
men shall call you the ministers of our God." "Year by year shall
all nations come up to Jerusalem to worship the King, the Lord of
hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles." "All the flocks of Kedal'
shall be gathered together lmto thee; the rams of Nebaioth shall
minister unto thee; they shall come up with acceptance on J ehovah's,
alta.r, and He will glorify the house of His glory." "A King shall reign
in righteousness, and the isles shall yet wait for the law which is to
come forth from Jerusalem," the metropolis of the world.
Such is the language of the modern advocates of the Millennium;
but note what the late Bishop of Carlisle says upon this point: "Both
by word and action the Lord Jesus has claimed the titles of the 'Son
of David' and the 'King of Israel' as His own. Need I remind you of
His royal entry into Jerusalem 1 Need I remind you of the accepted
homage of the attendant multitudes 1 Need I remind you that 'all this
was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet,
saying, Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto
thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt, the foal of an ass' 1"
And then to refer to another passage-a favourite ono with Millennarians-namely, Daniel vii. Observe, dear reader, the first eleven
verses exhibit transactions which have earth for their scene. Verses
13 and 14 carry us back in the stream of time, and invite us to witness, as it were, events in heaven. The Son of Man has been received
up from the earth in the clouds of heaven. He is brought near to the
Ancient of Days, and is invested with all power in heaven and
earth; and, as a learned divine tells us, "that which requires most
particular consideration is, that this kingdom is spoken of all along as
'the kingdom of the saints of the Most High' in the compass of ten
verses (18-27) no less than five times." These passages not only. sbow:
us that the setting up of the everlasting kingdom manifestly was 111 the
times of the fourth, or Roman monarchy, but also, that it would happen
when the Son of Man would ascend from earth to heaven; so that,
mark, the prophet does not represent Him ag coming from heaven t?
eartb, but as coming with the clouds of heaven fr?m His former_~f'SI,:
dence towards the throne of. God. " They brought HlID near before HIm, .
namely, before the Ancient of Days.
And now to note the other passage referred to as, in the view of
Millennarians, supporting their theory, namely, the twentieth chapter ?f
the Revelation. Has it ever occurred to you, dear reader, that thIS
chapter means the whole of the Gospel dispensation, from first to last 'I
-that the Angel who came down from heaven, "having the key of the
bottomless pit and a great chain in His hand," was the Angel of the
everlasting covenant, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, when He triumphed
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over sin, Satan, and death, "laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent,
which is the devil," and bound him during this dispensation, giving him
only limited power; and, having the chain in His hand, says to him,
"Thus far shalt thou go, and no further" 1 And this is the reason why
he is only permitted to wound the children of God, and not destroy.
Jesus has hold of the chain that binds him, and permits him only' to
act in such a way as shall bring about His people's good and His own
glory; so that
"Not a single shaft can hit
Till the God of love sees fit."
Two difficulties may arise here in ~he mind of the Christian: "If
this be so, how about his being cast into the bottomless pit, and shut
up, and a seal set upon him; and of his not deceiving the nations no
more till the thousand years be fulfilled, after which he is to be loosed
for a season 1" Scholars tell us this bottomless pit may be rendered
"abyss," and they think it refers to the deep schemes and plans of the
adversary, by which he carries on his work. The abyss of Popery, the
abyss of Rationalism, the abyss of Ritualism, the abyss of infidelity-in
such depths he deceives millions of our fellow"creatures in darkness.-"
And then the deceiving the nations no more till the thousand years
should' be fulfilled, for surely now he does and is deceiving them?
Publicly he is doing so, and will do so to the end of time; but may it
not mean that he shall have no more hosts, or systems, or nations permitted him to deceive? and it may be that Ritualism is his closing
masterpiece. It seems much more reasonable to believe that Satan
shall be let loose, or his chain allowed a greater freedom, at the close
of the Gospel dispensation, such being his last struggles, than that there
should be a happy terrestrial reign with Jesus on earth, when the people
are to be all. holy and righteous, and that, after all j hat, Satan is to
be let loose to deceive the nations. This scems incredible. He is indeed permitted now to "deceive the nations," assuming as he does in
these days "an angel of light."
vVell, we have thus referred to a few of the favourite portions of the
Scriptures which the Millennarians take to support their theory. Of
course, there are others, such as the sixty-fifth of Isaiah, and the fourteentb of Zechariah, which are among their strongholds. We trust we
have written plainly and clearly upon them,so that the reader can
follow us in our meditation.
But it may be consistently asked, "How about the Jews, in connection with thfl second advent of our Lord ~ " We should reply in the
language of the Scriptures-Well, because of unbelief they were broken
off; but "God is able to graff them in again," and they shall "be
graffed into their own olive tree." Now, to effect this there may be, in
the providence of God, some return to the Holy Land. There are
evidences certainly of that land being prepared for a people, but we
question much whether there will be the national conversion which is
so much talked about in connection with the second advent of Christ.
It is not a national conversion with the Gentiles, but a spiritual; why
'" Such was the view of that deep searcher of the Word, James Wells, of the
Surrey Tabern~.cle.
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not the same order with regard to the Jews? And it is remarkable
that in chapters nine, ten, and eleven of Romans, of which literal Israel
is undoubtedly the prominent subject, so little is said that could in the
least be interpreted into a national conversion, whilo no mention is made
of a national restoration. On the contrary, our attention seems to be
drawn off from the national Israel to the spiritual, even to the election
of grace within it. Literal Israel had in truth been signally mistaken
upon the point of a literal kingdom, for the gross darkness of a judicial
blindness had come upon them. May not those who still expect a
literal kingdom, whether Jew or Gentile, still be in gross darkness?
But, beloved, the subject which has engaged our attention at this
time is a large one. We must content ourselves now to review what
we have written about it. We have noted its importance, and that
the second advent of Christ must ever be precious to the children
of God: "that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;" but that His temporal reign
upon earth for a thousand years is fraught with incongruities. For
instance, that Christ should, after His exaltation, leave the right hand
of the Father to come and pass a thousand years here below, living
upon earth in a heavenly body. Further, that those "spirits of just
men made perfect" which are now with Christ-for, being "absent
in the body, they are present with the Lord "-that they should leave
those blessed- mansions, or quit that happy state, to live on earth
again for a thousand years.
Further, the incongruity that in this
terrestrial heaven people are to increase and multiply. How can this
be carried on without sin 1 But Satan, it is stated, is to be bound
during that period. Even then the corruptions of human nature are
not eradicated. And, again, if it be admitted that all the people
living during that period are holy and righteous, when Satan is unloosed, who is he to fight with? or what nations is he to deceive?
Are the wicked dead to rise -and fight with him? or is a new race
of sinful men to appear on earth whom he is to deceive 1 And
then, if Christ is to reign on earth, will heaven be without Him?
Some will even respond that it is David who is to reign on earth,
and Abraham and other notable saints reign with him. Verily, all this
appears to us to be plunging into a quagmire indeed.
Now, we
have taken a spiritual view of the whole matter, dwelling on the
true nature of the saints' inheritance, and the Scriptural expectation
of good things to come; substantiating this conviction by showing
that the kingdom given to Christ is a spiritual kingdom, over which
He reigns as KinK supreme: "He shall bear the glory, and shall sit
and rule upon .ttis throne, and He shall be a Priest upon His
throne; " while He is now discharging all the functions of King,
and exercising dominion over His spiritual kingdom now. This view
of the matter we have confirmed by various references to the Scriptures, further showing therefrom that the Scriptural expectation of
good things to come is spiritual and celestial, and not temporal and
earthly. Then we have, as far as space would allow, referred to
some of those passages which are considered by Millennarians as
their strongholds, showing, as we think, that they have an mtirely
different meaning to that which they attach ~ them; looking at the
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grafting in of the Jews in a spiritual sense also, and "according to
the election of grace," the same as it has and will be with the
Gentiles.
One thing seems strongly impressed upon the mind of every thoughtful Christian, namely, that the coming of the Saviour is near at hand;
but for the particulars of the time and manner, we may well keep silence.
Great mistakes have been made, and still are being made, where
particulars are being indulged in.
We repeat, we may well keep
silence concerning them. It is Jesus now in personal experience we
want. It is the daily and hourly unfolding of a precious Christ by
the power of the Holy Ghost we crave; while, at the same time,
we would wait, like those wise virgins, with our lamps trimmed, the
coming of the Bridegroom.
Things are going on around us with
rapid flight and fulfilment. and the signs of the times are pregnant
with importance.
As the Apostle said, "Let no man deceive you
by any means: for that day shall not. come, except there come a
falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perWe strongly suspect we are passing through that day.
dition. "
There has long been, we are sure, a falling away; and, when we
see the awful state of the world, we must indeed say that the ,. man
of sin" is being revealed in a remarkable way.
In conclusion, we would say, we have no desire to enter into any
controversy upon this subject. "Comfort ye, comfort ye My people,
saith your God," is the motto of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE; aUlI I have
only written upon this matter with the object of comforting those of
the Lord's people who we know are harassed and perplexed upon the
various views entertained concerning the second advent of Christ. I
am quite confident of one thing, namely, that where Christ will be,
there shall I be, and you, dear Christian reader, for He citnnot live
without His body, and the very least member is necessary for the perfecting of thitt body; and, therefore, whether you will have the scene
of the future on this earth or otherwise, I am sure it will be-it mnst
be-heaven to be with Him and where He is.
" Oh, happy day, when we shall see,
And fix our longing eyes on Thee!
On Thee, our light, our life, our Love;
Our all below, our heaven above."

G. C.

BUl'ton-on-T1'ent.

THE LATE DR. McNEILE.
A CORRESPONDENT in the Rock says :-" For several years in my young
days it was my privilege to attend Dr. McNeile's ministry (at St. Jude's.
Liverpool), and I hitve to thank him, under God, for the great comfort and
delight I now feel in my Bible-especially the prophetical portions. I
believe thousands can testify to the benefit received through his habit of
requiring his hearers to find out for themselves, there and then, the
passages he quoted, and which, even at the risk of being lengthy, were
given in full. Few, however, seemed to wish the 'sermon shortened."
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WHERE TO' PRAY.
[It is stated, ill the "Memorials of the Rev. W. Bull" (tho friend of Newton

and Cowper), that, on one of his m~ny preaching visits to London, he was
requested to see a godly eouJ;>le in Spitalfields, and that his f-irat thonght, on
seeing that their home consisted of two rooms only, was, "Wherd do they
pray? "]
Oh, 'tis not solitude that breeds
NOT in an arbour, closely twined
A nearness to the skies;
With jessamine and moss;
God in the heart, God at the end,
N at in a study, which the feet
God in His sacrifice,
Of children dare not cross;
Where the silk snarls and children At any time, in any place,
Lures those who love to seek Ris face.
scream,
Prayer springs above the weaver's And perfectly, amid the din
beam.,
Of battle-field or home,
'Tiil grateful to the heart, Iown,
On the huge 'Change, or where the
And pleasant to the sense,
feet
To supplicate in solitude
Of lUany children come,
What God has to dispense;
God hears, God heeds, and Jesus aids,
But He hath answered many sighs,
Through living woes and dying
No longer than the shuttle flies.
shades.
And we believe the suppliant child,
Pausing upon its wheel,
Has just the isolated sense
Which leisured Christians feel;
Tho' mirth surrouud, and all can see,
God heard that thought, and only He.

The intercourse which God upholds,
Of which He is the spring,
Lacks never opportunities,
But is the same sweet thing,
In its grand power to move the skies,
In burnin'" words or lifted eyes.

Then think not lightly of God's poor;
Go, watch them day by day;
And, if He visit in their needs,
Oh, ask not" where they pray:"
Self-evident their trade with heavenRedeemed, renewed, sustained, forgiven.

Essex.
M. A. O.
[When speaking, a short time since, from the words, "Behold he
prayeth !" we remarked how little l'eal pmyel' there was at our set
times and seasons. There was so much of j01'1n, duty: coldness, and
halfheal'tedness about these so-called prayers. And yet ODe would
by no means like to give up the practice. On the contrary, we
said, how great would be the privation if by any ~"'ssibility the
dear child of God could be prevented from lifting up his thoughts
and pouring out his heart before the Lord in sighs, cries, groans, and
tears in the highways and the byeways; in the streets and lanes of
the city; in the factory, the counting-house, the shop, the workroom; amid the whirl of machinery, the buzz of the spindles, the
thud of the engine, or the clatter of the ,sewing-machine. The mother
prays-and ardently, too-as she tends so anxiously her children. The
father prays-and ardently, too-for grace to be vouchsafed to his
sons, as they go here or there, engage in this or that. The mistress
and the maid alike pray, where sovereign grace has touched and
tuned the heart, for wisdom and strength and patience, each in
their different sphere. We smiled to ourselves when once we heard
a High Ohurch clergyman ask, " Where was the poor man to
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pi'ay, if we h:1:1. not our open churches?" "Where, indeed?"
tlLOught we; "just wheresoever the Lord may be pleased to place
him. Let his heart be under divine, influence, and, as verily as
thore is divine life imparted to the previously dead soul, he must
pray as a matter of absolute necessity. It is as natural, in a spiritual
"pnse, for him to pray as it is for him to breathe; for prayer is the
tlivinebreatbing of the quickened soul."-ED.]

LETTERS TO MY CHILDREN.-No.

n.

My EVJ;;r.-DI!:AR CHILDREN,-As intimated in my previous letter, it
was written in pencil in one of my note-books j and, whilst I think
of it, lot me rccommend to you the practice of carrying a note-book,
so that you may, as opportunities offer, jot down your thoughts as
,mggestecl by passing scenes. I regret that I have not adopted this
practice to ;1, greater extent than I have done. In my own little life,
I a cribe much waste of material to not having more rigidly adopted
this course.
It was the custom of a gentleman '1 once met in Dublin, to carry
with him what he called a waste-book, in which he briefly noted'
~lowll anything he saw or heard which he could turn to profitable
account. At the close of the day, he would look through his "notes,"
<L!ld transfer to a more permanent book what he considered worth
preserving.
Moreoyer, my dear children, unless you had tested it, you would be
,.;urprised at the amount of interest the re-perusal of such "passing
llotes" affonls in after days. They serve, instrumentally, to admonish
or illstruct or oncourage, as the case may be. Oh, how many times has
olle's heart beon cheereu by the casual turning to old records, in which
perhaps the then passing circumstances, with their attendant weight
anu carc and anxiety, were expressed! Afterwards, by comparison, the
merciful, sustaining, upholding, delivering hand of God was seen; and, in
acknowledgment thereof, the language of the poet has been afresh
adopteu"\Vhen trouble, like a gloomy cloud,
Has gathered thick and thundered loud,
He near my soul has always stood;
His lovingkindness, oh, how good! "

Upon these grounds, therefore, has sprung up the cheering reflection" He that has helped me hitherto
Will help me all my journey thr.ough ;
And daily give me cause to raise
New Ebenezers to His praise."
«

His love in times past forbids me to think
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink;
Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review
Confirms His good pleasure to help me quite through."

"Vho realized this, dear children, more than your sainted mother 1
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How clear it was, from her own re-perusal of her diary, years after
c&tain portions of it had been written, that her soul was strengthened,
her faith increased, and her hope and expectation raised, by thus retracing the pathway through which she had been so mercifully conducted by
a wise, gracious, faithful, and all-sufficient God.
My letter was pencilled (as I told you) at Southsea. I there
s-poke of previous visits, and of the removal by death of your dear
sister, and afterwards of your loved and loving mother. Subsequently
to the writing of that letter, I was called again to my native pbce, in
consequence of the illness and death of my second brother, who had
just completed his seventieth year. A more triumphant death-bed I
never witnessed ,than his. It was a scene never to be forgotten, and
the more remarkable, because he had been among those of whom the
Apostle speaks, "who, through fear of death, were all their lifetime
subject to bondage." It was not simply hope or peace that he realized
in his last illness, but emphatically it was a "joy which is unspeakable,
and full of glory." Well do I remember thinking, as I sat by h~ bedside, upon the last day of his life, "This ought not to be considered
the chamber of death, but rather of life." Hymn after hymn of praise
was sung, in which the departing one himself joined in all the fulness
of his heart. His last effort at speech was to sing the Doxology.
Among his ntterances upon his sick and dying bed was, as he clapped
his hands triumphantly above his head, "I'm in the land of Beulah !"
How
I can never forget that remarkable scene, my dear children.
forcibly did it remind me of the language of the Psalmist, "Mark the
perfect man, and behold the upright, for the end of that man is
peace."
And I would suggest this to you as a test. In your jonrney through
. life, as a matter of course you must, my dear children, come in contact with men holding a variety of opinions; and these opinions will be
so adverse and contradictory, that you may be at a loss to know which
is right. Now, here is the test. ,Vhen thus perplexed, say to yourself,
" Well, now, what would my late dear molt1er, or what would my
father say to this 1 or how would these ideas stand by me if I were
upon my death-bed? ,Vould my mother have had the peace and the
joy she possessed, at her latter end, if these had been her principles
or her sentiments 1 or would my father have been supported and sustained, as I have kno\vn him to be, under trouble and affliction, if such
had been his opinions 1 "
In the course of my pastoral visits to our dear friend, Mr. G-(who has during the last year been laid entirely aside in consequence
of his being afflicted with an incurable malady), speaking of our temporary chureh, which was opened twenty years ago, on the 1st of
May next, he said, "As Mr. M-- and I were returning from the
first service you ever held in that building, he said,. 'What we have
heard to-day will do to live by and to die by.'"
I cannot tell
you how grateful that testimony was to my heart; and I repeat that
this is a ready means by which to test both doctrine and practice.
"How will it sta.nd by a man in trouble? or will it support him and
strengthen him upon a dying bed?" Ah! this is a question of questions indeed!
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Moreover, the matter comes home with the greater force, and with
increased responsibility, where there has been a personal knowledge, in
connection with home-training, of the nature and operation of true
Gospel principles or Bible-teaching practices. Where there have not
been home religious advantages, this personal knowledge and observation may be lacking. If learnt at all, it has to be learnt in other
spheres and in after-stages of life j but, where there has been the early
instilling of vital Bible principles, both by precept and example, the
responsibility upon the part of those so instructed is so much the
greater. Do not forget this.
In matters of daily life, there is another ready test which I would
submit to you, my dear children. Perhaps I cannot bring this test
before you better than by mentioning a little incident. I was accosted,
some time ago, by a person who said, "I happened to step into
your church one Thursday night, when you made this remark, which
I have never forgotten. You said, 'If two paths present themselves
to you, and you are at a loss to know which to take, try to ascertain
which would be the most pleasant and agreeable to you, and then take

the opposite.' "
Now, I am sure this is sound advice: it is according to Scripture,
and it has been proved again and again by practice and experience.
What saith the Scripture ~-and (mark you!) this is the only safe guide.
"There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof is
death j" "Rejoice, 0 young man, in thy youth j and let thy heart cheer
thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thine heart,
and in the sight of thine eyes: but know thou, that for all these things
God will bring thee into judgment. Therefore remove sorrow froin
thy heart, and put away evil from thy flesh: for childhood and youth
are vanity" (Ecclesiastes xi. 9, 10). "Look not thou upon the wine
when it is red, when it giveth his colour in the cup, when it
moveth itself aright.
At the last it biteth like a serpent, and
stingeth like an adder" (Proverbs xxiii. 31, 32). "Be not deceived j
God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also
For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corrupreap.
tion j but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life
everlasting" ~ Galatians vi. 7, 8). And, my dear children, He who
" spake as never man spake" said, you remember, "If any man will
come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and
follow Me." And mark, I pray you, the blessed practical effects
which ultimately resulted from this self-denial, upon the part of both
J oseph and Moses. The one, when tempted, said, "How, then, can
I do this great wickedness, and sin against God ~" the other "l'cjusecl
to be called the son oj Pharaoh's daughter>, choosing rather to suffer
affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin
for a season j esteeming the repro,~h of Christ greater riches than
the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto ·the recompence of
the reward" (Hebrews xi. 24-26).
Praying God to bless these few thoughts to you, my dear children
I for the present say, farewell.
Your ever-affectionate
FATHER.
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A PAGE FROM THE PAST.
celebrated Edict of Nantes is well worthy to be brought to light,
and all that resulted therefrom considered by the thoughtful Ohristian.
After a long period of cruel persecution carried on in France against
the readers of the Bible, Protestants, though commonly called in France
Huguenots, were at last allowed liberty of conscience and freedom
of worship, after sixty years of severe sufferings j and this came
to pass through a law introduced into France by Henry IV., wl?o,
though he ceased to be a Huguenot, in which religion he had been
educated by his mother, Jean D'Albert, and tnrned Roman Catholic to
please his subjects, simply for political pnrposes, yet he so far favoured
the religion of his youth that he passed an Edict, whereby the
Huguenots were put upon an equality with his Roman Catholic subjects, and allowed the influence and benefits of civil and religious liberty.
This Edict was passed in 1598, which greatly enrageLl the Roman
Catholics j and the then Pope Clement VIII. wrote to Henry to
say that a decree which gave liberty of conscience to all was the most
ltcC7t1'sed law that had ever been made.
Henry IV. with prudence and
wisdom governed France for sixteen years, but this intolerable blow
at the supreme and exclusive power of the Roman Oatholics was
never forgiven j and he was assassinated by a monk of St. Bernard's
monastery in 1610. From that time the extermination of the Protestants in France became the political and practical bearing of the
Government, and terrible troubles followed, which were avoided by some
through emigration, by a few through recantation, but a wondrous number
displayed the grace of the Gospel and the power of Almighty
strength, enabling them to stand to the "faith once delivered unto the
saints," and resign their lives sooner than join the ranks of the Roman
Catholics.
.
But the fatal blow was struck in the kingdom of France at the
Protestantism that was fast creeping through the land by the revocation of the Edict of Nantes, that gave protection and equal rights,
<:ivil and religious, to the Huguenots. The most corrupt of monarchs,
and the patron of all that the age provided of luxury, art, magnificence, and vice, Louis XIV., on the 22nd of October, 1685, declared
that Act null and void. This was considered the extinction of Protestantism in France, and in the words of an auth9r of note/'< "Rome
sprang up with a shout of joy to celebrate the event. Te Deums
were sung, procesaions went from shrine to shrine, and the Pope sent
a brief to Louis that conveyed the congratulations and praises of the
Romish Church. Public thanksgivings were held in Paris, in which the
people took eagerly a part, and medals were i;truck to commemorate the
extinction of Protestantism in France."
Now, let us see what the revocation of this Edict involved-the
demolition of all the Protestant places for public worship throughout
THE
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France, and the entire proscription of public worship, under penalty of
life and property; the banishment of all their pastors under fifteen
days; the closing of all Protestant schools j the prohibition of parents
to instruct their children in the Protestant religion j the confiscation of
the goods and property of all the Protestant refugees who failed to
return to France in four months; the penalty of the galleys /01' life
to all men, and imprisonment /01' life to all women, detected in the act
of attempting to escape from France. The provisions of the Edict of
H,evocation were rigorously put in force from the day it was issued,
followed by other edicts still more severe. To guard all the outlets
of escape was an impossibility, and, though their enemies were as
watchful as circumstances would admit, the Protestants in vast numbers
were enabled to emigrate to save their lives, leaving all they loved
in their country, and relinquishing all their possessions, rather than
submit to the yoke of Popery.
Should such days return, of how many may it come to pass that, "Jed
away with the error of the wicked, they fall from their own steadfastness" (2 Peter iii. 17), and deny the faith that in prosperous days they
professed. Happy those who shall be found on the Lord's side, and
not turn back in the day of battle! The Church of God now is going
through a terrible ordeal. Errors like a flood are poured out, to "drown
men in destruction and perdition." Another fierce ordeal may await the
Church, when property, liberty, and life shall have to stand the test
of persecution. "History repeats itself," and such things that have
been may spring up again. Blessed are the people who are found
with God's mark on their foreheads (Ezek. ix. 4), and whose names are·
in the Lamb's book of life (Rev. xx. 15). These shall endure to the
end.
Covenant love secures their endurance, nor is it left to
their will or power. The will of God in their predestination to
life eternal before all worllls, secures the salvation of the Church of
God, scaled by the blood of the Lamb. In due time this will of God
towards Ilis' elect family is individually made known to the
heirs of promise when their false peace and self-righteousness are
broken up, and the '\Vord of the Lord says in effect to "the generation of them who seek Him,"" Lift up your heads, 0 ye gates: and
be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors, and the King of glory shall come
in," anL! from such He never departs. They are the objects of His
love, the purchase of His blood, the subjects of divine grace j and
stand they shall. They may fear, they may waver, and even, like Peter,
through the weakness of the flesh and the strength of temptation,
they may fall ; but they shall arise. "Their life is hid with Christ in
God," and this is the ground of their recovery, their repentance, and
their re-establishment in the faith which, through fear, they may have
denied, when "they turned back in the day of battle, and started
aside like a broken bow." But they are" kept by the power of God
through faith unto salvation," and, however weak that faith may be
in its operation, its in-being as a principle shall remain to the end
of the time-state of every individual believer. " I have prayed for thee,
that thy faith fail not :" nor shall it, for "Him the Father always heareth."
But there is much passed through by the children of God without
hcing entered upon the "red list of martyrs." Persecutions of various
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sorts await the regenerated family, which is the special grant of heaven
that marks their oneness with, and relationship to, the Christ of God,
who declared to His disciples, "Ye shall be baptized with the baptism I am
baptized with," and "hated of all men for My name's sake." The world
despises them, professors scorn them, but God loves them, and " they
endure, seeing Him who is invisible." They are sustained, blessed,
comforted; and, being enabled by sovereign grace to make Moses' choice,
and "esteem the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of
Egypt," they are made to cast in their lot with the people of God,
and are willing to follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth, and the
way chosen for His elect is the same that He trod.
"The path of sorrow, and that path alone,
Leads to the land where sorrow is unknown."
Separation from the world is the Gospel mark of union with Christ;
hence follows persecution for Christ's sake in some form or other. The
character of Popery is to unite together the Church and the world;
the character of truth is to separate the Church from the world; and
those to whom divine truth in its power is revealed must needs" come
forth and be separate, and touch not the unclean."
Those who stand by truth, whoever they may be, must take up the
cross and follow Jesus. In the days of Pagan and Popish darkness,
bonds and afflictions awaited the living family of God. We have no
such trials now; but we have Satan dressed up in copes and cassocks,
hid under holly and ivy, paper and cut flowers, behind rood screens,
pictures, and images. These medireval ignorances are now the adoration of the enlightened nineteenth century, and all those who ,,,ill not
fall down and worship the beast must look out for the world's scorn
and the contempt of the proud.
Dear reader, pray the Lord of the harvest that He may send
forth labourers into His harvest who will proclaim His truth, protest
against error, set up the waymarks, so, when the enemy shall come in
like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord may lift up a standard against him.
"Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked
shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; but the
wise shall understand." "Even so, Lord Jesus."

THANKFULNESS FOR SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS.
(Co,~cluded ft"om

page 141.)

THE question will naturally arise in many minds, "How do we receive
these blessings ~ They are far above us. How do they come into our
hearts? By what golden pipe does the Lord convey them into our
souls ~" Chiefly, I apprehend, by the instrumentality of His Wonl. By
His ·Word does the Lord give us the experience of all the blessings which
I have already mentioned, and so, as the Holy Spirit applies the Scriptures to our hearts, enabling us to come to the Lord Jesus as sinners,
and in faith telling Him what are our special and peculiar wants, what
spiritual blessings do we receive! what spiritual vigour! what a blessed
sense of forgiveness and of acceptance! What peace, holy joy, and lively
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hope do then flow into the heart! Thus is there established a blessed
link of communication between the Lord and our souls j a spiritual intercourse, a holy communion j like Jacob's ladder, an ascent and a descent
-an ascent of prayer and affection, of faith, hope, and love up to the
throne of God, and a descent of His gracious presence and favour into
the breast. Oh, let us see, beloved in the Lord, that we look up by
the eye of faith into the heavenlies, beholding Jesus in all the fulness of
His grace, so shall we receive continually of His fulness, and find that
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has blessed us, and is still
blessing us, with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ, unto
His praise and glory.
But what should be the course of conduct pursued by us who experience these spiritual blessings 1 The Apostle showed himself to be by
no means unmindful of Him who had blessed him. He lost no opportunity of manifesting his gratitude towards his God, who had so richly
blessed him. His language, therefore, was, "Blessed be the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ," &c.
Are you, then, my dear readers, partakers of the spiritual blessings
of the covenant of grace 1 Then imitate the Psalmist. Remember how
he, in Psalm ciii. 1, 2, called upon his soul and all that was within
him to bless the Lord, saying, "Bless the Lord, 0 my soul: and all
that is within me, bless His holy name. Bless the Lord, 0 my soul,
and forget not all His benefits." And, if it was so with him, how much
more so should it be with the Lord's dear people at the present time! He
saw some things dimly-afar off-which are now seen clearly and distinctly. He approached the Lord through the medium of types and
shadows, but believers now come to Him through the one great High
Priest, the Lord Jesus Christ, and His vicarious sacrifice. But there
were other blessings which David enjoyed as fully as believers now do.
His sins were all forgiven him j he was strengthened with divine strength
in his soul j he had a lively hope j he was blessed with communion with
God. No wonder, therefore, that he cried, "Bless the Lord, 0 my soul:
and all that is within me, bless His holy name." And, if this was the
language of his grateful heart, surely it should be that of mbr hearts.
But is it so 1 Do our hearts go up to God day by day for all the
spiritual blessings we receive 1 Do they glow with a holy love because
of His great and infinite love in the gift of the greatest of all blessingG
-His own dear Son 1 Do our hearts burn within us because of the gift
of the Holy Ghost, the Giver of life, the Revealer of Jesus, the Comforter, and the Sanctifier 1 Oh, beloved, is it so with you? If it is not
so with you, what cause have you to be humbled before God! what
matter for being ashamed in His presence! Pray, then, I beseech you,
for thankful hearts, that you may bless the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ.
But the life mllst correspond with the heart. Let us, consequently,
see that we bless God with our lives as well as with our hearts,
remembering that, "whilst thanksgiving is good, thanks-living is better."
As this is prayerfully and humbly sought to be practised, the actions
of life will testify of Him-meekness under injuries, the readiness to
forgive, the willingness to help those in distress j in short, the" putting
on, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness,
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humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering," will be an exhibition of
Christian thankfulness that no one will be able to gainsn,y. In their
conversn,tion let the children of God speak of Him and f01" Him. Let
them tell out what He 'has done for their souls; let them speak of
His salvation from day to day; let them tell of Jesus, His glorious
Person, His matcbless work, His atoning death, His glorious resurrection,
His everlasting love, His ready sympathy, His inexhaustible compassion,
and His unfailing faithfulness. Let them tell sinners of Him-the ren,lity
of His redemption, the efficacy of His atoning death. Let their
prayer, their aim, and their effort be, so to speak of Jesus that the
hearts of the unconverted may be subdued to Him, and that tho
hearts of those who have believed through grace may be comforted.
Let the readers of this Magazine bless the Lord in all seasons, by
making their lives a tribute offering to His praise. Yes, bless the
Lord continually.
And here learn a lesson from inanimate nature. We read (Psa. xix.
1, 2), "The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament
showeth His handiwork. Day unto day uttereth speech, and night
unto night sboweth knowledge." And shall we, who have received the
blessings of His grace, do less 1 Shall we, who by sovereign grace arc
partakers of salvation, ever grow weary of blessing the Lord for the
many spiritual blessings we enjoy 1 Oh, how much of spiritual enjoyment do we lose by acting in this way! What spiritual losses have
we who fail to praise the God and Father of our Lord J eSllS Christ!
What will be the chief element in the employment of hoaven, but
praising and blessing the eternal J ehovah, Father, Son, and Spirit, for
the eternal grace with which the people of God have been visited upon
earth? How, then, can that believer enjoy a foretaste of heaven who
fails to praise and glorify his God, who has visited him with salvation?
Oh, that the Spirit of God may work in the readers of these pages
mightily! May He show them more of the infinite love of God displayed
in appointing all spiritual blessings for the Church of Christ; more of
the infinite cost at which they have been obtained-the blood-shedding
of the Lord Jesus Christ-and more of the unchanging faithfulness of
Jehovah, manifested in the bestowing of these blessings upon them,
notwithstanding all their sinfulne3s and unworthiness, their wanderings
and murmurings; so shall they be stirred up to bless their God at all
times, remembering that He has said, "Whoso offereth praise glorifieth
Me."
Often does the Lord, in the exercise of His love, take away some
earthly blessing, that He may cause His child to value His spiritual
blessings. Often does He chasten His children, that from out of His
chastenings may spring the voice of praise and blessing. Thus it was
with Job. The Lord laid upon him His chastening hand. He took
from him his children, and suffered him to, be despoiled of his earthly
, substance; and with what result 1 Job was enabled in the midst of
his a:£Hiction to say, "The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away;
blessed' be the name of tho Lord."
And so it is at the present time
with many an afflicted child of God. Suffering he may be in mind,
body, or estate; yet the Lord puts into his mouth a new song, v n
a thanksgiving unto his God for the spiritual blessings that He imparts-
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the blessed sense of His love, compassion, and sympathy, that otherwise
His child would have been without. What a word is thus here for a
suffering brother or sister in the Lord! Affliction in one form or
another may be the lot of such an individual; but let that one see if there
is no spiritual blessing which calls for praise. And I am sure of this,
that the more the Lord's own dear people seek for occasions of praising
Him, the more of such will they find; yea, they will discover that there
are mercies, of which they had not hitherto thought, that call for
renewed praises; that ·each hour of each day-yea, each moment of each:
hour-has its special spiritual blessing, for which they can bless their God
and Father in Christ Jesus. "Oh, that men would praise the Lord for
His goodness, and for His wonderful works to the children of men!"

FROM HEART TO HEART.-No. XXIII.
My DEAR MRS.' L--,-How very sorry I am to hear of all your
trials!
I was very much struck this morning in my
reading, by 1 Samuel xxx. I saw such beauties in it of Christ, and
such blessed results from prayer-how fears always precede victories;
how the poor forsaken ones are taken up, fed, and strengthened by
Christ (see verses 11 to 13, for that latter clause); and, when any of
His servants are made His instruments, what benefits come upon
themselves for this cup of cold water! This poor sick man whom
David restored was, you see, the means of his gaining that battle at
Ziklag, by being actually one of the men that burnt the city of Ziklag;
and, therefore, could show David the way to it, so that he surprised
them when they were all asleep. And then how blessedly David acted
by the two hundred poor faint soldiers who were too weak to go
over the brook (so he went against this great company who held his
two wives in captivity with only four hundred men, instead of six
hundred that he started with); but he divided the spoils with those
who had not fought. Blessed type of Jesus, allowing us to share
with Him the coming kingdom! ·When" He trod the wine-press alone,
of the people there was none with Him." Sweet encouragement for
poor faint ones like you, who feel useless and helpless! Did David say,
"As his part is that goeth down to the battle, so shall his part be
that tarrieth by the stuff: they shall part alike" 1 and does David's
Lord say less 1 Is not all this typical as well as literal 7 So you see
what care and righteous dealing there is with those that suffer, as
well as those that work for Christ. To sit still, and not see your signs
O'f way, either literally or spiritually, is snffering indeed.
Christ knows
the intensity of it, and, therefore, He has had it recorded, "They that
suffe1' with Him shall also reign with Him." You see in the twentysecond verse of this chapter, that the wicked men would not have
let these poor faint ones have anything if they could have prevented
it except their wives and children, and they only because they wanted
them all out of the way together. Here is hatred indeed to suffering
-more hatred, you see, shown to them than to the workers-those
went out to fight. Is not this the spirit of the day 1 Such as
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you are hated by the enemies of Christ, and too much overlooked ~y
many professors, because you cannot stir, and work, and make a nOIse
in the world j but these poor faint ones" tarried by the stuff," and, when
able to move, they went out to meet the king (see verse 21) and the
people that were with him. Now I know what you will say-" Ah !
they 'tarried by the stuff' [see verse 24J j but I, so far from staying by
it, hardly believe in it as I could wish." Is there any other stuff that
would suit you better ~ If so, why not go after it, and why keep going
where it is 1 Whether you believe it or not, you stay by it, because it
stays by you. These poor ones we read of could not have had any
enjoyment of the stuff when they were so weak they could not get
over the brook (only a brook, you see; not a river) j but David considered these men that "tarried by the stuff," or why speak of it to
others 1 And so now the Lord Jesus sees many sticking by the
glorious Gospel of His grace, who see it not themselves; and, when the
battle of life is ended, He will come for such as David did after the
two hundred who were "too faint to follow him "-mark this-but "he
saluted them" (see verse 21), and he gave them just as much as those
who had followed him. What precious Gospel is here! May the
Holy Ghost fa your heart into a flame while reading it, as He has mine
while writing. n
And now, my poor tried one, I must say good·bye for the present.
"At evening time it will be light "-if not down here, the moment
you reach heaven.
Yours very truly,
March 15th, 1860.
M. L. M.
A JOTTING.
"Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean."-PSALM li. 7.
IN adopting the above figure, how very sweetly does David's faith
flow out and onward, in anticipation of the precious blood-shedding
of -the coming Saviour-hyssop being used with which to I sprinkle
the sacrificial blood, under the Old Testament typical economy. The
stricken conscience of David being in an agony of remorse on account
of his heinous guilt in connection with U riah, finds nothing less
than despair-much less healing-apart from the atoning blood. It
is true the efficient Sacrifice is far in the distance-but faith's clear
eye pierces the cloud, and looks through the vista of time with
steady hope.
He also goes to God, whose faithfulness has never
failed him, with pleadings of a kind which, for the moment, appear
to forget a second person has been injured by his treachery and
selfishness, saying, "Against Thee, Thee only, have I sinned." And
is not real godly sorrow-that "repentance which needeth not to
be repented of "-indicated by the grief that we have offended God?
Eve1'y sin we commit, whether against ourselves or others, is, nevertheless, against God. It would not be sin, if I10t displeasing to Him.
Oh, that we may take all our sins, as David did, to Him who knows
us altogether; but rejoicin~ that "Christ, our Passover, has been slain
for us."
Card£ff,
J. P. C.
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"THE BRIGHT AND MORNUfG STAR."

IN many a home, from the highest to the lowest, sorrow C2_cits its dark
shadow over the opening of the new year. Well is it that, at such
a time, our minds are specially directed to the rising of" the bright and
Morning Star" upon this dark world, reminding us that" the night is
far spent, the day is at hand."
"When the weary ones we love
Enter on their rest above,
Seems this earth so poor and vast,
All our life-joy overcast 1
Hush-be every murmur dumbIt is only 'till He come!' "
These lines tell of deep sadness, yet sadness brightened by a glorious
hope. The seasons, as they come and go, cannot fail to bring with them
painful memories; but do they not also bring with them a note of joy
which, if the Day-star arise in our hearts, shall lift us above the
sorrows of the way 1 " Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings
of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this
day, in the city of David, a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord." Thus
" He took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness
of men: and being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself,
and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross." And
now what says He from His Father's throne 1 "Fear not; I am the
First, and the Last, and the living One; I became dead, and, behold, I
am alive for evermore."* Well might St. Paul exclaim, "0 death, where
is thy sting 1 0 grave, where is thy victory 1" And not for Himself
was the battle fought and the victory won: "Because I live, ye shall
livc also." This is our consolation and joy as, one by one, wc miss from
our midst those who loved to keep holy-day with us. They are still one
with us in spirit, and keep the feast in a reality which we long to
attain, but from which, alas! how far off we seem even at our best!
True, we mourn their loss; and surely He-the" Brother born for adversity"-the adversity of each one of His younger brethren, down to
the very least ·-will not chide our sadness, for Jesus wept at the grave of
Lazarus. May the Holy Spirit, the true Friend of the Bridegroom, draw
near to each sorrowful heart at this season, and so reveal to us His
glory and beauty that we may forget our poverty, and remember our
misery no more. Was He not anointed "to bind up the brokenhearted, . . . to comfort all that mourn, . . . to give unto them
beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise
for the spirit of heaviness"1 Therefore, the weary and heavy-laden
have a peculiar right to rejoice in His appearing. The darker the
night, the more welcome to the tempest-tossed mariner is "the bright
and MOl'lling Star."
In times of ease and prosperity we are too prone to be content with
a brief glance, a passing word, from this heavenly Friend; but, in times
of sorrow, we need the constant companionship of "the 1\1an of sorrows,"
to whisper words of comfort and strength. Shall we I1cl" thcn, find a,
" T!J.e literal translation of the Greek, which seems to give intenser£orce to
the pa~s~ge.
Q
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song of praise even in the darkness-for He giveth songs in the nightas we think of His wondrous love in laying aside His glory that He
might become "acquainted with grief," and so learn how to speak a
word in season to His weary ones 1 Thus shall we be refreshed and
strengthened by a draught of living water from the well of Bethlehem,
to give us courage as we enter on the unknown conflicts and temptations
of another year; and, with the eye of faith fixed on Him who is "the
bright and Morning Star," shining through the darkness of this night,
the harbinger of the eternal day, may we, as faithful servants, with
our loins girded and our lights burning, be like unto men that wait for
their Lord.

PLEASANT MEMORIES.-No. XX.

"As new-born babes, desire the sincere milk of the TVord, that ye may
thereby: if so be ve have tasted that the L01'd is gmcious."-

gTOW

1 PETER ii. 2, 3.
DEAR BRETHREN AND SrSTEHS IN CHRIST,-The Apostle prefaces the
advice he here gives by the Holy Ghost to his bretllren with a warning
concerning things of quite a different sort, namely, "malice, guile,
hypocrisies, envies, and all evil speakings." These are no empty words,
but things-and things of a foul sort--things that come out of the heart
through the mouth, and defile the man~ Nor does the Apostle speak of
these foul things as though they were strange to the children, and only
known to the strangers to God and His people, for he speaks of them
as things to be laid aside, therefore they must be in the possession of
those who are to lay them aside; and, by the figure used (that of
laying aside ordinary garments), it appears that they are as familiar to
them, and cleave as close to their persons, as ordinary garments do to
the person who is clothed with them.
And, further, it appears that those persons who are here warned to
lay aside malice, guile, &c., are the very same 'who are instructed and
counselled to desire or seek after the sincere or unadulterated milk of
the Word. Yes," new-born babes." And that expression is the key to
the whole mystery. It is the old man of sin that cleaves to us like our
garments-that is bred in us like a disease in our bodies-and it is
always the same-malicious, deceitful, hypocritical, envious, and foulmouthed. It is only the new man that is clean, and that delights in that
which is clean, pure, unadulterated.
It is a very humbling doctrine to be taught in a world such as our
religious world is-that human, nature, at its best estate, is altogether
vanity, and no better than a bunch of lies; but it requires but a little
experience among the best of men, and but a scant knowledge of the
history of the Church, as given in the Scriptures, or as given by good
men since the close of the canon of Scripture, to discover that sut:h is
the fact. The great work of faith and labour of love, in the Spirit, is,
a laying a~ide or putting off the old mall, and a putting on the new
man, which, after God-that is, after His image-is created in truo
holine;s. It is no transmutation of the old into the new, for that can-
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not be; but it is a ceasing from our own works, and trusting in and·
<loing the work of God. " And this is the work of God, that ye believe
on Him whom He hath sent."
Time would fail-and it would, moreover, be a profitless task-to set
forth in how many countless ways the malice, guile, hypocrisies, envies,
and evil speakings of the old man work to the injury of the Churchnot outside the Churches, but inside. It is not the corruption in the
world, in the midst of which the Church lives, that is her ruin, or
injurious to her, but the corruption that is within herself. " A man's
enemies shall be the men of his own house." It is not the malice,
guile, hypocrisy, that is in the world that brings my soul into bondagethat makes me mourn in my complaint, and make a noise-that hides
from me, like a <lark and threatening cloud, the face of my best Friend
-but that which is in my own heart; and, as the body is one, though
many members, so the malice and guile and hypocrisy that is in the
hand, as a foul disease working destruction, if grace prevent not (which
it certainly will), neither the eye, nor the foot, nor the ear, 2.re unconcerned in this trouble. If one member suffers, all the members suffer
with it. If the hands are defiled, the body is defiled. If the ear is dull
of' hearing, the whole body is inconvenienced. If the eye be darkened,
the whole body is dark, for the eye is the light of the body, as the sun
is the light of the eye. Oh, mysterious and wonderful are God's ways,
and so are the ways of sin.
vVell might the Apostle warn the followers of the Lamb against such
vile foes to the peace of Zion as those here named! Which of you
can stand against malice 1 It makes the murderer. vVhich of you is a
match for the deceiver 1 It is devilish. '1\Thich of you can stand against
the hypocrite, so green before the sun, but a withered, bbsted root whEn
adversity comes 7 "\Vhen temptation and affiiction ariseth because of the
Word, these fall away." 'Which of you can stand before envy--that foul
spirit which cast angels out of heaven, and man out of paradise 1 And,
lastly, what say yOll of the evil speaker 1 You do not know him 1
I do. His breath is as the fbmes of hell, blasting the fairest flowers of
earth, and withering the very Rose of Sharon, if that were possible.
And are all these foul things to be found in thee, oh, Christian 1 Every
one; sin in its very essence contains them all. And hast thou no sin 1
"Ah! much," say you. Then thou hast all these; and, bless God, they are
to be laid aside-they shall be put off-and, even now, thou shalt have
a foretaste of the victory, and, in the prevailings of grace, prove the
powerlessness of sin to reign over you. You shall, even now, triumph
over these foul foes within thee by the blood-the precious blood of the
Lamb, shed for thee; and the word of thy testimony spoken in thee
hy the true \Vitness in thy heart, allll spoken by thee, as a true witness,
in thy mouth, "even the worll of faith which we preach," and that is,
the Christ of' God Himself. He is thy Captain, thy armour, thy sword,
thy strength, and thy victory; and He, and He alone, shall be thine everlasting song.
"All hail the power of Jesn's name;
Let angels prostrate fall;
Bring forth

the royal diadem,

Anu crown Him Lord of all."
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Now it follows, "As new-born babes, desire thp, fiincere milk of the'
Word." I take this not as a dry precept-as a naked command-but·
more like a breath breathed into the nostrils of the half-drowned..
man-like the prophet stretching himself upon the child-like the hen
which broods first over the eggs, and then over her little ones which
her brooding has hatched. The same vital heat which brought life to·
the creature, and caused it to burst its shell, nurtures that life and
strengthens it till it is matured. Oh, for those brooding wings to cover
those dear souls who have just emerged from the obscurity and bondage
of ignorance! You have tasted that the Lord is gracious. You can say,
"One thing I know: whereas I once was blind, now I see;" yet still:
you are but "new-born babes."
Now, what shall nourish this new life ~ What shall cherish those faint
desires you have ~ Can you do it ~ Can your best friends help yOIl,
much as you or they desire it ~ No! 'What can do it ~ Only the
Word, the pure Word of God; the "sincere milk of the Word; " the truth
as i~ is in Jesus; the river of the water of life, as it Hows pure from the
Fountain; th~ water as it comes fresh issuing every day from the Rock;:
the manna as it falls fresh every day from heann-this shall nourish
the new life, and condemn sin in the flesh-sin which is for ever put
away, yet still lives in thine heart. Condemned to die, instead of thee
Christ died for thee, and now sin shall die in thee. Ob, tbe joy will
indeed be great, when thou shalt have so grown by the Word, and by
the grace of the gracious God and Father, that thou shalt have come tothe full measure of the stature of a man in Christ! Not a god, as the
devil falsely promised Eve, and as man vainly long::; after-the power of"
the gods-yea, even usurping the power of the Omnipotent-sitting in
the temple of God, and vilely, villainously, and blasphemously proclaiming
that he is God; No, not that. Man-perfect man-that is the measure
of our high calling, 1l,nd it is "the calling of God in Christ." And He is.
the Man to whose likeness we shall come. Nourished by the IVord-that.
is, Himself-we shall become like Him, as Himself, and as eternally
one with Him and like Him, as He, after the divine nature, iseternally one with and like His Father. "Desire the sincere milk of the'
Word, that ye may grow thereby." Changed into the same image, as the·
child receives a growth after the nature of the mother from whom the'
nourishment is taken, and eventually grows into the image, likeness,
and stature of the mother, even so the "new-born babe" grows into the
image, likeness, and stature of Him by whose ,Yord it is nourished.
And, lastly, a question for searching examination-" If so be ye have·
tasted that the Lord is gracious." There is no question about the "newborn babes;" but there is much room for self~examination, as matters
stand in the Churches in this dispensation, for among the millions.
who are crowding the gates of our modern Zion, the question must
arise, "Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord 7 and who shall
abide in His holy place ~" "Many are called, but few are chosp,n."
Oh, have ye, or have ye not, "tasted that the Lord is gracious" 7 He·
is gracious and merciful. Have ye tasted His graciousness ~ Then
you long for more, and the language of your heart is, "That I may
win Christ, and be founel in Him: not having mine own righteousness.
lJut the righteousness which is of God by faith in Cllrist Jesus." All
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praise t(} His precious and adorable name, that He hath made thee to
differ from devils, who are left under the chains of darkness; from the
wicked, who are left under the curse; and from thy former self, the old
man of sin, which is under sentence of death already, and must perish
for ever.
VVM. TRoTMAN.
ANNUAL ADDRESS TO THE CONGREGATION OF ST.
MAHY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.
(Concluded from p(J,ge 166.)

..A.T the same time that England was set free from the tyranny of
llome, the blessed Scriptures, which had been sealed up for centuries,
were opened, and men read for the first time that salvation was not by
priestcraft or human power, but by the grace of God in Christ Jesus.
They then discovered that the Pope was an impostor, and that Popery
was Satan's distortion of Christianity to insult God and destroy man;
whereas true Christianity glorifies God, and is His wisdom and power
to man's salvation. Of course then Romanism was rejected with
.abhorrence; and, after many a struggle, wherein not a few of the
servants of God and followers of Jesus suffered the penalties of the
.stake, the rack, and the dungeon, for their loyalty to the Redeemer
.and His cause, Popery was ultimately driven out of England, and
scarcely a priest or a mass-house was to be found from Berwick to
'Land's End. There were laws enacted against the intrusion into this
,country of Papal laws, Papal institutions, and :papal emissaries, by men
who knew, from long and painful experience, that Romanism was not
so much a religion as a political conspiracy against the rights of God
and man, and that any indulgence shown to it is sure to be turned
against those weak and foolish enough to believe that a system which
.aims at the subjugation of the human race, and whose boast is that,
being infallible, it cannot change, will be satisfied with anything short
·of the extirpation of all the advantages which the Reformation has
·conferred upon us, by which we have gained freedom from its
degrading tyranny, a:;:d it has lost a kingdom and a powerful sphere of
Dperation against the peace and prosperity of the world.
vYhat can we, who owe our deliverance to the light which God shed
from heaven npon us in the revelation of His Son, think of ourselves
when we contemplate our present position with reference to Popery 1
):)tep by step, within the last half-century, all our n'ltional defences
.against it h~t\'e been removed. Step by step, all the concessions which
it has cr:1ftily sought from us have been granted·-every one of them
designed as :1 weapon against ourselves. Rome now boldly declares
that Protestan ti"m is defunct, and that Popery is once more flowing in
upon England \\'ith resistless tide.
Everywhere Romish ecclesiastics
are welcomed,fcLed, and flattered, their foreign titles and distinctions
{}bsequiously recognised, and their suggestions received and adopted
with servile complacency. No one must now speak against Popery.
The experience of the past is laughed at; history is called an old
~lmanack; and all warnings uttered against the encroachments of Rome
.are encountered wiLlt a shrug or a smile of pity and contempt. Mean-
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while Romish cardinals, bishops, priests, monks, nuns, quietly resume
their original positions, and without any reserve tell us they mean to
restore the state of things as it was before the lutted Reformation.
With this object, mass-houses, monasteries, nunneries, and other
centres of active operation are multiplied. The law is systematically
violated, but the authorities are too liberal to interfere. Englishwomen are imprisoned and treated we know not how, but the sacredness of the convent precincts must not be violated by any inspection,
although Englishmen boast that no English subject can be deprived of
their liberty in this free country, or ill-treated, without having within
reach the means of redress; but there are thousands of women shut up
as prisoners in English nunneries; and, if any of them wish for freedom
or deliverance from insult or injury, there is no way at present by
which they can accomplish their object.
So fashionable has Romanism become, that thousands of the clergy in
our National Church ape it in their services. Their avowed object is to
get farther aud farther away from Reformation Christianity, which is
the Christianity of the New Testament, and ncarer to the Church of
Rome, with which they desire to be again connected. Thc religion of
Jesus Christ, in its primitive simplicity, is scorned and rejected quite
as contemptuously as it was by the Pharisees and Sadducecs of old. A
peaceful, happy, and joyous trust in Him who is "mighty to save "whose blood cleanses from all sin-who" loved His Church [not man's.
church], and gave Himself for it, that He might present it to Himself
a glorious Church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or [.ny such thing "-is.
exchanged for a gloomy, superstitious, awe-inspiring dependence on
certain mysterious rites invented by men for their own exaltation; and
who assume a character-that of priesthood-which does not exist under
the Christian dispensation, and practise impostures on their dupes to
sustain their pretensions. The consequence is, that God's gracious provision for pardon and reconciliation to the sinner, through the blood of
the cross, is set aside for a wretched imitation of the heathenized
Christianity of Rome, to gratify the corrupt taste and carnal vanity of
a set of men who have intruded themselves into the ministry without
any spiritual knowledge of man's need and of God's demands, and,
therefore, of the only way in which both can be met; that is, by the
all-sufficient sacrifice of the Lamb of God, who "takes away the sins
of the world," and at the same time perfectly satisfies the otherwise
inexorable justice of God.
The insult offered to God by national roconciliation with, and
national endowment of, idolatrous Rome, and the adoption into the
!';ational Church of her worst superstitions and idolatries, are producing
the effects which some of us who read our Bibles with attention, and
who believe that God rules in the kingdoms of men, have been predicting for many years past. The prosperity based on Protestant
loyalty to God's truth, and on a firm stand against Romish falsehood,
has been withdrawn. England is now under the worst of all interdicts,
the judgment of the Most High, who has at length risen up to punish
the land for its apostacy from His heaven-sent revelation, and for the
dishonour put on His dear Son. There are other indictments against
this country: its growing scepticism, tolerated, and even courted and
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Hattered in its scientific aspect; its growing desecration of the Lord's
day; its preference of man's political and otber projects to the precepts
and principles of God's inspired Word; the attempts made to reason
away some of the doctrines plainly set forth in that Book, because
unacceptable to carnal human reason, while insisting on a godless
deference to man's feelings and tastes, whatever becomes of the
character of God; the demand, principally on the part of Nonconformists,
for education from which God's Word shall be excluded; increasing love
of pleasure and rage for amusement, which intrudes even into religion,
turning its services into theatrical representations, an I its places of
worship into concert halls; the fearful prevalence of drunkenness on
the part of both men and women, and the sacrifice of every conjuga,l,
parental, and social obligation to the vile attractions and indulgences of
tbe beershop; the dishonest practices resorted to by dealers in various
commodities to attract customers, get off worthless artic1e~, and
increase profits; the rage for speculation, and reckless starting of all
sorts of joint-stock schemes and companies to entrap the ignorant
aud unsuspecting into the sacrifice, it may be, of their and their
children's whole means of support; the discreditable devices resorted
to in political and other conflicts to secure success-blackening the
character of opponents, misrepresenting motives, and circulating all
sorts of evil reports-the spirit of insubordination, stirring up children
against their parents, servants against their masters and mistresses, workmen against their employers, and even the clergy against their bishops;
the terrible amount of violence and crime of every sort resulting from
the intemperate habits of the working classes-these and other evidences
of the corruption of manners. amongst us, and departure from the
standard of Uhristian rectitude set up for us in the Gospel of Christ,
which we profess to accept, are surely worthy of God's righteous judgment; and we cannot be sllrprised that wo are now under the cloud of
these jndgments, and that as wc have sowed, so it is righteous that
we should reap.
Nevertheless, the Lord is full of compassion and of great mercy, as
He has proved in the sacrifice of His Son to save His people from
their sins. He has respect to His own people, and for their sake He
suspends His judgments against a wicked world. Abraham asked God
to spare that vile city, Sodom, if ten righteous persons should be found
in it, and He, in His longsuffering mercy, consented to do so. I believe
that in England there are not only many tens but many thousands of
Christ's hlood-bought people scattered up and down, shining with His
lilYht, spcaking in His name, and, in the power of the Holy Ghost,
w~lkillg in His way. These subjects of divine grace are very dear to
their Father in heaven. He has committed them to His beloved Son
to be redeemed, regenerated, and restored to His image, and made
temples of the Holy Ghost, and partakers of Christ's glory at His
coming in His kingdom. For their sakes this ungrateful country is
spared. In answer to their prayers God's sword is arrested, and His
gifts of grace and providence continue to descend upon us. How littlA
do the wise ones ill their own conceit know what longsuffering :md
forbearing mercies they owe to the presence and players of those whom
they- probably despise for their allegiance to J e~us, and whose faith
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they would destroy if they could, and thus leave the country without
a single defence between it and the ruin which its many provocations
against God have incurred.
We have to thank God, my dear friends, that we, as a congregation
of Christian worshippers, have been permitted to meet together without
interruption and without the intrusion of any disturbing element during
the past year. Our numbers have not sensibly diminished, and we
seem to have enjoyed the blessings of divine service without any of
those sensational efforts to attract and to entertain, adopted in so many
churches at this time. We have found that, having compared the new
wine of meretricious ornament, musical entertainment, and sacerdotal
artifice and imposture, with the old wine of simple yet hearty prayer,
praise, and preaching of justification by faith in a crucified and risen
Jesus, we can confidently say, "The old is better." Many of us, I feel
assured, can thank our beloved Lord and Saviour that He manifests
Himself there to us, not "under the form of bread and wine," but by
the appropriating power of a living faith j not received into the stomach
as an article of perishing food, but into the heart as an object of undying affection. We prefer to approach our heavenly Father in the
ordinary intelligible form of speech that we commonly employ, to adopting the unnatural and artificial device of intoning our prayers, which,
however agreeable to musical ears, seems a mockery when employed as
the language of a child addressing a parent. We adopt congregational
\linging and not choral, because we wish not to be sung to, but ourselves
to sing the praises of Him in whose house we meet. We regard the
sermon as an important adjunct of the service, because we desire to
be fed with the food provided for us in Gou's ,Vord, and not to be
mystified and amused with the silly mutterings and posturizings of a
poor, pretentious child of earth, like ourselves. vVe thankfully and joyfully meet around the Lord's table to celebrate Bis dying love j not to
receive Christ with our mouths, but to feed spiritually and believingly
in our hearts on a Christ already received. These are our blessings,
my dear people. May our gracious God continue them to us so long
as He is pleased to leave us in this world, or so long as our Lord's
appearing is yet deferred.
Let me close with reminding you, dear friends, that the character
and consequent profit ef our Church privileges depend, under God, on
our way of using them. To have hearty, effective services we must
have congregational co-operation. You know that in the liturgy of
our Church there are parts for both minister and people, and one is as
much under obligation to perform their part as the other. Both must
pray, and both must praise. This makes a service lively, and exemplifies
that spirit of united devotion so agreeable to the mind of God.
Brethren, pray for me. Remember how rapidly my time is running
out. I do not cease to pray for you. Let your profit in the Gospel
of Christ be known to all men. "Finally, brethren, farewell. Be
perfect, be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace j and tho
God of love and peace shall be with you." Amen.
Your affectionate ffiend and pastor,
SAJ\1UEL AnRAHAlII

St. lI1(l1'y-le-l'cTt, Xew Year's Du,!!, 1870.

'VALKER.
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WORDS FOR THE WAYFARING AND THE WEARY.-No. 1.
[HAVING occasion to turn to a volume consisting of the covers only of
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for the years 184:0 to 1850, we find passing
words to correspondents which we venture to think may, if reproduced,
prove "words in season" to many a tried and tempted soul; the more
so when it is remembered that, with scarcely an exception, all those to
whom these passing words were originally addressed have long since
gone to their rest; yea, in due time were each and all "brought offmore
than conquerors through Him who loved them." Of them, dear reader,
we may say-

" Once they were mourning here below,
And wet thei1' couch with tears ;
They wrestled hard, as we do now,
With sins and doubts and fears."

Of

?JO~~

and ourselves we may say"Are 'we not tending upwards, too,
As fast as time can move 1
N or do we wish the hours more slow
To keep us from our love."
-EDITOR.]

"J. B." (Bank of En~land).-"What hath God wrought 1 " Our correspondent will readily say with us, "'Tis the Lord's doings, and it is marvellous in
our eyes." And such are the methods of His dealing. He brings His children
low-suffers a thousand fears to take possession of their hearts-and then with
His own loving hand, and in His own peculiar, loving way, dissipates those
fears, by the rich and the renewed displays of His Fatherly sympathy and care.
"Ve do most heartily rejoice with our correspondent, and say, "Sing praises
unto the Lord; sing praises."
"E. S." (near Guildford).-" God is [thy] refuge and strength; a very present
help in timc of trouble." He hath put. into thy heart divine longings after
Himself, and, in His own best time, He will assuredly pour into thy bosom of
His own heavenly consolations, He never wounded without healing, nor did
He evel' create a vacuum in the heart without intending to fill the same
by the gift of Himself! Jesus drives out the world, and possesses the heart
and mind with a sense of entire destitution, on purpose to make way for
Himself, and with a view of taking up His permanent abode there. Be
upon the look out, "E. S.," for Christ is coming to be thy Guest. Have
everything in readiness. Put thyself-thy house-in order.
How 1 By
sweeping, and dusting, and clearing away poor nature's rubbish 1 No, no, no !
This was Mm·t7La's method, and it availed not. Listen! We will tell thee
of a more excellent way. Do as Ma?·tha did when better instructed, and when
her case had become too urgent for tarrying to tidy and to arrange, and to
make better. Leave the house; quit thyself-bad self and good self-go just
as thou art, and meet Him (John xi. 20), and there present thy plea; there
do as Mw'Y did, "fall down at His feet;" throw thyself, as it were, across His
pathway-stup His progress-until the very importunity whieh He hath
enkindled in thy breast draws forth, manifestively, the sympathy of His
loving heart, causes Him to partake of thy very sorrows, compels Him to
come forth in the rich displays of His mercy; and thus will the Lord do
for thee that which thou hast long been striving-but in vain-to do for thyself. This will set house in order-heart in order; and everything will be
most suitably arranged for the entertainment of so august a Visitant; for,
unlike all others, Jesus always prepares and makes ready for Himself!
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"ONE OF THE HOUSEHOLD."-Would you know somewhat of Israel's deli-verances? Be content, then, to encounter somewhat of Israel's dange1"s; and be
assured of this, for your encouragement, that Jehovah never brought a soul into
the position to which you allude-namely, to "stand still, and see the salvalion of the Lord "-without in due time vouchsafing that salvation. Our God
never disappointed a soul yet. He has pledged Himself-for His every pj'omise is a pl6dge-that "the expectation" of His poor and needy oncs ., shall
not be cut off;" and one of the most blessed positions for faith-ami in
which she most glorifies her divine Author-is to be ~vaiting the fulfilment
of the Lord's word, with a " Tho~b hast said" upon her lips and in her heart.
ANOTHER aged, though personally unknown, friend and correspondent,
CHARLES KENWORTHY, signing himself "AN AGED PILGRIM" (Manchester),
will send us no more contributions. He was called from off the field, somewhat
suddenly, about six weeks since. He was, we believe, upwards of seventyseven years of a~e; his handwriting, to the last, was most beautifully clear
and accurate. He used to play upon a flat key, but we trust his notes are
higher and much more glorious now. It cheers us to think how rapidly the
heavenly choir are swelling their numbers, and to contemplate the grandeur
of that "Hallelujah Chorus" in which even we ourselves personally hope,
ere long, to take a feeble part. Blessed be God for the prospect of such a
glorious entertainment!
"Fly swiftly round, ye wheels of time,
And bring the welcome day."
"A LITTLE ONE" (Leicester).-Our objection to the word "duty," was
as to the general acceptation of the term. "Vith d1bty is generally associated
the idea of d1'udgej'y; and this makes but a very sorry ingredient in matters
of a vital, hem·tfeU 1'Cligion. Dr. Watts best expresses our views of the subject
in the following lines":Make you His service your DELIGHT,
Y our wants shall be His ~are."
And again" Not with the t01'1"01"8 of a slave,
Do they perform His will;
But with the noblest powers they ha.ve,
His sweet commands fulfil."
"M. W."- " \Vhatsoever is not of faith is sin;" therefore everything
appertaining to the flesh, whether it be in thought, word, or deed, is sin. From
the first to the last breath of our first Adam-being, it is sin, sin, and
nothing but sin; consequently there is not the slightest ground of hope from
this quarter. The end and object of temptation is to establish believers in
this fact, and to bring them off all-even the tiniest-confidence in the
creature. Paul said that, "when the commandment came, sin revived [his
whole nature rose in enmity and rebellion against it, 'holy, just, and good,'
aB that said commandment was]. and he died "-died at once to all hope of
satisfying divine justice in its demands, and yielding an obedience commensurate with the character and claims of the law; and thus in and by this
painful yet profitable discovel'y was the Apostle brought to apprehend and
rejoice in the life, light, and liberty, flowing from the fulness and freeness of
salvation, in the atoning blood and justifying righteousness of the Lord Jesus
Christ. From that moment and for ever he rpjected Adam earthy, and received
and rejoiced in Adam heavenly; and hence could exult in the mercy,
" I am crucified with Christ; nevertheless I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth
in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of
the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me." It is in order
to instruct her practically to live in this paradoxical way, that the Lord
is exercising "M. W." with temptation and trial. May she be made a
patient and attentive learner!
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BEFORE THE THRONE!
IT has fallen to our lot of late, in a special manner, to record the
calling home of one and another and another of the Lord's beloved
children. They were wanted up on high, and hence their loved
and loving Lord hath taken them from the evil to come, and hath
safely housed them before the storm of His righteous indignation
and wrath falls upon a guilty land.
Miss SUSA MARTIN (of whose removal the subjoined letter
speaks) is the fourth member of her family who have been called
away within a comparatively short time. The first was her loved
father, who had reached a good old age, and the taking down of
whose earthly tabernacle was gentle and protracted. In proof of
divine sovereignty, and the Lord's dealing with His own children
in His own way, the long and devoted shareI' of his joys and sorrows was summoned to her rest within the short space of an hour!
Her removal was remarkable for its gentleness, its peacefulness,
its brevity! At the very time one of the loved members of her
attached and united family was suffering long and most painfully
from the effects of sunstroke. But a comparatively short time
elapsed between his removal and that of his loved mother. We
remember at the time being greatly struck with the difference in
the two cases. However, notwithstanding this diversity, and the
peculiar character of the son's affliction, the Lord was most gracious
in regard to him. A letter addressed to the Rev. Mr. :BAXTER (of
Eastbourne), written by this afflicted one, was of the most conclusive
and satisfactory character. In it he spoke of the power and blessed
personal application of a certain sermon that Mr. BAXTER had
preached some time previously. It was evidently a prelude and a
preparation for the very trying ordeal through which he had afterwards to pass. Herein is an instance of what we have so often
sought to set before our readers, namely, that if they must
(according to their own ardently-cherished desires) have bright and
blessed manifestations-something most personal, direct, and conclusive-they may be on the alert, and seek to stand upon their watchtower, for assuredly such marked and special experiences will be
attended by equally marked and special test and trial. The Lord
never fritters away His gifts: they are too costly and blessed.
Hence rare manifestations are almost invariably followed by "great
and sore troubles."
Reader, we do not write in this strain in a light and off-hand
way, but under a deep sense of reality, and with this conviction
pressing upon our heart, that it is infinitely better to seek to follow
the example of the Psalmist, when he exclaimed, "Let me fall into
the hands of the Lord, for His mercies are great, and let me not
fall into the hands of man," than to prescribe a course for the
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Lord to pursJ.e. He knows best how and when and where and with
what to teach and instruct.
In regard to the mother in Israel (the late Mrs. CUNLIFFE) of whom
we spoke in our last number, we said that, if her character were to be
summed up in one word, that word should be-mellowness. Now, if
~sked to apply the same test, and to sum up the character of the late
Miss SUSAN MARTIN in one word, the word we should adopt would bemeekness. In our personal acquaintance with her, extending over a period
of twenty years, this was the estimate which we formed of her who has
now gone home to be "for ever with the Lord."
I" All that we know of this dear sister in the Lord's removal is contained
in the annexed letter from her beloved brother, the Rev. J. C. MARTIN,
minister of the Circus Church, Portsmouth :Littleport, March 4, 1879.
My VERY DEAR FRJ.EN"D,-I am sorry not to have written a reply to your
letter before, but we are in much trial, as my dear sister Susan has been called
away by our heavenly Father. She has been suffering for some time from
dropsy, but we hoped until lately she might rally when the summer came.
However, Mrs. Key was telegraphed for last vYednesday, and yesterday I and
my dear wife were summoned, and arrived just in time to be with our dear
sister for two hours before she was called away. Her end was very peaceful,
although her breathing was very oppressive. We feel it such a mercy we had
.such sweet communion before the spirit went.
All here are wonderfully well; but, whilst we rejoice in spirit, the flesh weeps,
and our sympathizing Head remembers we are but flesh. The blank for my dear
remaining sister is terrible, and the Lord only can fill it. But I must not say
more.
Very sincerely yours, in best bonds,
J. C. MARTIN.
P.S.-Our dear sister died at ten o'clock last evening.

"TAKEN FROM THE EVIL TO COME."
IT falls to our lot to record the removal of another of our oldest and
most devoted friends and readers, the late Mr. R'UNES, of Brooke Priory,
near Oakham. The following note from a beloved niece apprized us
of the fact ;My DEARES1' UNCLE,-YOU will be surprised to hear that dear Mr. BUNES, of
Brooke, was taken home on Tuesday evening. He has been suffering from a
cough for many weeks, but was not laid up till last Saturday, when inflammation of the lungs set in. Strange to say, Mrs. BAINES was taken seriously
ill with pleurisy a few days before, so that, when Mr. BAINES was attacked, they
were both ill in different rooms. I had a note from POLLIE BAINES, on
Monday, begging me to go over, which I did, and stayed some hours. He
seemed very pleased to see me, and spoke of not knowing how the illnes~
might end. He said he wanted another visitation; but his mind appeared
·quiet. It seemed solemn work to go from one sick-room to the other, and
yet there was a sweetness about it; and it was blessed indeed to know that
both were ready, if the Lord should see fit to call them. On Tuesday afternoon, Mr. BAINES was seized with apoplexy, and died in a very few hours,
being, of course, unconscious.
I ha:ve just returned. I felt I must go over to see poor PaLLIE. Hers is
gl"le£ mdeed. She Eeems stunned, and cannot cry. POOl" child! Her father
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was her idol, and she has no brothers or sisters. Mrs. RUNES lies in a very
exhausted state, though the doctor says she is better; but I fear whether she
will ever rally, her weakness is so great.
You know he has been a reader of the Magazine for many years. INe
feel we have lost a true friend; but oh, how sweet to know that it is his
eternal gain! No more sighs, no more groans, no more p:1l1tings and faintings
after a sight or a word from his Beloved; but full fruition, basking for
ever in the light of the Lord of glory. Oh, that I, too, m:1Y be brought t(}
"know Him whom to know is life eternal" !
Your ever.loving niece,
Stamford, March 13th, 1879.
ANNIE T.
RS.-POLLIE says she shall never forget her father's last prayer in her
mother's sick-room. She felt afraid then she should lose him soon, he seemed
in such a spiritually-minded state.

His last message to Mrs. BAINES was, "If it is for life or for death, I
am happy." His mind appears to have been greatly stayed. His age
was fifty-nine.
We remember, some years ago, our departed friollll coming to meet·
us at the station, aud driving us to the village where wc were about
to preach. He spoke, in the course of conversation, of one particular
trial that he had had, which has ever since abode upon our mind as
being wonderfully illustrative of the Lord's sustai~ing power. How
often have we thought that his was a trial under which tce never could
have borne up; thus are we prone to limit the power of the Lord God
of Israel, and forget that "He stayeth His rough wind in the day of
His east wind." There was a simplicity of character and a docility of
spirit which we greatly admired in our late friend.
He has left his mourning ones behind him; but, as far as he himself
is considered, we deem his to be an enviable lot indeed. He has done,
and that for ever, with all the turmoil of this poor, perishing world;
hath crossed the Jordan; and is at home, and at rest, and that eternally!
Oh, reader, how often we think of what may happen between the
Sundays! How much nearer we may be to the cessation of our sorrows
and the entering upon our eternal joys, than we imagine! The messenger
may be on the way to tell us that" the Lord hath need of us," without
our as yet having any knowledge of the fact. Oh, then, how well may
we take heed, and seek to sit loosely to both time-trifles as well as timetoils. "This is not our rest," blessed be God! Oh, for heart and eye
to be more and more Christward and upward and homeward! Oh, to
feel the power, and for grace from on high to act up to it: "'What I
say unto you, I say unto all, Watch!"
EDITOR.
Since the foregoing was written, we have received a letter from a
friend and fellow-labourer, Mr. RICHARD V ARDER, of Yeovil, who says:
"Dear Mr. HARWOOD (known at least by name to you) fell asleep in
the Beloved last night (Friday, the 21st inst.), at ten o'clock, after
a few days' illness. 'Absent from the body, present with the Lord;'.
free from all strife, crosses, and trials of this vale of sin and sorrow,'
and for ever with the Lord. The Lord [adds Mr. VARDER] is gathering
home His beloved ones; and I fear the storm is fast gathering, which
,vill burst upon this guilty nation."
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THE MINISTRY-ITS MISERIES AND ITS MERCIES.
To the Editor of the Gospel _~Iagazine.
My DEAR SIR,-I hardly like to leave the very kind and encouraging
xemarks you have appended to my letter of Decilmber 6th, pu':>lished in
this month's Magazine, without grateful acknowledgment; and I hope
you will pardon me if I am unwarrantably trespassing on your time in
thus writing t() express my thanks, which I beg you to accept. Deeply
can I enter into the heart-aches you describe in reference to the present
state of the" professing Church "-understanding by that expression the
whole body of those who profess to believe the truth as it is in Jesus.
Mournful, indeed, is the contemplation of the " divisions of Reuben,"
especially so in that section of the Church of Christ with which I am connected, i.e., the Strict Baptists. On the one side, we see Churches overrun
with trifling, vain, treacherous prophets, whose testimony is frivolous,
frothy, and foolish, destitute of weight, unction, and power; on the other,
contentions, heart-burnings, jealousies, strife, bitterness, angel', clamour, and
wrath. On both sides, doubtless, there are many who kllow and love the
trnth; and on both most assuredly, at this time, a~ct)rding to the
universal testimony of the godly, there are many-very m:1.I1y-who, filled
with pride and self-importance, have taken upon themselves the office of
the ministry, not being mo"el1 thereto by the Holy Ghost; and, creeping
in at unawares through the chinks and crevices caused by party splits,
are doing incalculable mischief. It is, unhappily, the natural result of
these divisions that the partisan is encouraged, became he is a partisan,
without much reference to anything else; whilst those who endeavour to
avoid the strife too frequently rec~ive blows and slights from both sides.
Undoubtedly, sir, there are foolish Baptists as well as foolish Churchmen.
There are Baptists more exclusive than the Bible, as well as Churchmen
more exclusive than the Church-the former regarding (or act as if they
do) their party as alone fit to inhabit the realms of the blessed; the latter
{:haritably consigning all Dissenters to the bottomless pit. I am cognisant
of specimens of both. What with the strife in the Church and the strife
in the world, the divisions amongst ministers and the divisions amongst
people, it is nothing short of a miracle that the true Church is not utterly
crushetl. By the true Church, I mean the one body of which Christ is
the Head-the elect bride of whom Christ is the glorious Husband.
Yes, my dear sir, when we consider the folly of some in contending
about trifles, the backwardness of some in contending for the truth, and
the readiness of others to embrace any new-fangled doctrine emitted from
the nethermost recesses of the devil's own infernal imagination, no wonder
that "Autichrist" rears its head. Amidst the strife and tumult of
parties, there are two havens of repose-albeit the repose of death-to
which men appear, in these days, to be hastening with a fatal facility.
One is, the bosom of the" unchangeable harlot; " the other, the deadly
resting-place of" unbelief" (atheism).
It appears to me, sir, that, ere long, unless the Lord interpose, all sects
and parties will be merged into two-Romanists and infidels. The divi-
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sions and contentions existing in all others almost seem to betoken their
speedy dissolution. " A house divided against itself, how can it stand 1"
The enemy, active, vigilant, and united j we-alas! the Lord have
mercy upon us !
To turn from the contemplation of things without to things within,
it is not a little remarkable you were led to write in so very encouraging
a way about the "reception of the testimony;" for it is one of my
greatest tl'ials at this present time, in relation to the ministry, that so
few signs seem to follow-that so lit~le blessing attends the word
spoken. Power belongs unto God, but I do feel I would rather utter
ten stammering words, which should be blessed of God to the conversion
of sinners, than preach the most eloquent sermon, without that blessing
attending. But, as you truly observe, the reception of the testimony
must be left, though it is a matter that sometimes burdens the poor
lleart very heavily. I trust I do love the Lord, His truth, and His
people; and I desire to live to His glory and honour. I long to see the
extension of the Redeemer's kingdom, His dear name exalted, and poor
sinners brought to His feet seeking for mercy, with the cry in their
hearts, ,,'What must I do to be saved 1" But oh, how little of it is
there! No, sir; we can only go straight on, 'faithfully preaching what we
have known, and tasted, and handled, and fp-It of the good Word of life,
studying to keep our consciences void of offence toward God and man.
But then, again, it is no easy matter to be faithful. It is swimming
Nothing but the
against wind and tide, and that is hard work.
occasional realisation (you so sweetly allude to) of the presence of the
Master can make up for all the trials, tribulations, troubles, and temptations of the ministry. "What with trials from without-discouragements,
blows, false reports, and jealousies-and trials from within-rebellion,
self-pity, hardness of heart, unbelief, pride, and Satanic temptations-it
is a trying path; and yet ono smile from Him, one glance of His
eye, one momont's real communion with Him, does "more than make
amends for all."
This remark of yours, sir, recalls to my mind one occasion, soon
after I begml speaking in the name of the Lord. I was preaching, as
I helieved, for the last time. I had no further engagement. Everybody aud everything was against me. I had ascended the pulpit,
feeling half crazy. Friends, foes, and circumstances alike combined to
corroborate my own fears that I had done wrong-was walking in the
wrong path, although forced so to do. In this state of mind I gave
out my text. No sooner had I done so than I felt the sweet presence of
the Lord, and with that came these words" The way I walk can not be wrong
If Jesus be but there. "
They kept passing and repassing through my mind throughout the
whole servic~. J CSllS was there, and my soul was as happy (for the
time), in the assurance that the Lord would make a way for me somehow, as if He had already done so. I could not see how, and before
deliverance came I sank into darkness; but just at the crisis, "blessed
be His dear name" (how heartily I can re-echo your words! ), J ehovah
appeared. He made a way, and a most marvellous way, too. Doors were
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opened III most unexpected quarters, and so the Lord taught a lesson
of His sovereignty, power, and wisdom. Some time has passed since
then, and many perplexities and difficulties attend the path; but,
though often "cast down, yet not destroyed;" though "perplexed,
but not [quite] in despair;" though "persecuted, but not forsaken."
Again thanking you, dear sir, for your kind encouragement, which
came when I was terribly cast down and much discouraged-how, the
Lord knows-and apologising for the unconscionable length of thiil letter,
I remain, yours very respectfully,
February 5, 1879.
E.
P.S.-Your name has been familiar as a "household word" ever
since I was a little boy. One of my favourite books was your little
work on "Try, Try Again; " and the GOSPEL MAGAZINE has often
been a refreshing spring-a cup of cold water to my thirsty soul-for
the past fifteen years or more. Many a prayer has gone up from
my heart for the esteemed Editor. Little do you know-little do the
contributors imagine-how often the poor of the flock are fed, encouraged, and strengthened thereby! ·When that day reveals how many
broken hearts have been soothed, how many cast-down ones raised up,
how many sorrowful souls comforted, methinks you will not then say,
"·Who hath believed our report?" Possibly you and the contributors
frequently think a deal of the labour is in vain; but, could you see,
month by month, how the testimony is blessed, perhaps it would be a
source of astonishment. Moreover, when an article comes home with
savour, unction, and power, the ejaculation involuntarily goes upwards
from the cheered heart of the sorrowful one, "Lord, bless the author!"
You know not, sir, how many prayers ascend up to the mercy-seat
for yourself, but I trust you realize the answers in blessings from on
high. For the last fifteen years such prayers have ascended from my
poor tried and exercised heart for yourself and your correspondents, and
also for the writers in the Gospel Standard, by which, too, I have
sometimes been helped.
REPLY.

1. We have long felt that the strife and division among the people
of God of which our unknown, yet well-known, correspondent speaks,
is among the most serious features of the present solemn times.
Whilst they waived secondary matters, and differed and agreed to
differ where non-essentials were concQrned, there was ground to hope
that all would work well in the main; but, when brethren fall out by
the way, and get into the habit of splitting hairs, under a vain supposition that it is zeal for God and a holy jealousy for His truth, whilst
at the same time it is in reality, "Who is for Paul and who for Apollos ? "
sad indeed must be the consequences.
2. With respect to that taking upon themselves the office of the
ministry of which our correspondent speaks, we can only say that the
more we know of what that office entails, the more we tremble for
those who have ventured upon thfl work without the clearest evidence
that they are really called thereunto.
This brings beforo us more
vividly that thrusting out upon which we dwelt in our last, with respect
to the solemn weight and deep responsibility of the ministry. Oh,
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how marked was the hesitation and how many the objections of Moses;
how he pleaded his "not being eloquent;" his being of "slow
speech and of a slow tongue;" but, when the Lord settled the matter
in the merciful and gracious way in which He did settle it, did He
not in very deed prove that" He made man's mouth" 1 Do we discover in any of the after-stages of Moses' most eventful career that
there was any lack of words 1 Meek man as he was, when once
brought out by the Lord, was there any want of courage upon the part
of Moses ? Was there, in any respect whatever, or in anyone particular, the semblance of timidity 1 But did not his previous condition
and his own natural character show the more plainly that both his
words and his ways were of the Lord 1 Yea, even in that early day
of the Church, were not Paul's after-words, in a later stage of that
Church, strikingly verified: "Yet not I, but the grace of God which was
with me" 1 Oh, how blessed it is to be enabled to trace the entirety
of the Lord's work in the souls of His dear people, or in regard to
any service to which He may have graciously called them, up to the
Lord Himself-David-like, to say, " Of Thine own have we given Thee; "
or, Paul-like, to exclaim, "For of Him, and through Him, and to Him,
are all things, to whom be glory for ever. Amen." Ah! yes, not to
have an inch of ground for the poor creature, I, to rest upon. This is
blessed and God-glorifying.
3. In regard to the 1'eception of the testimony to which our brother
refers, we remember a former much-valued correspondent of this
Magazine once told us that, in conversation on one occasion with that
eminent servant of God, the late beloved Dr. HAWKER, he said, "I
don't think there are five-and-twenty persons in my congregation who
understand me," intimating that they neither felt nor received his
testimony. We must not, however, overlook the fact that we are
merely labourers in the Gospel field, and under the direction of the
Heavenly Husbandman. The ground tilled, the seed is sown, and there
left for a season; the springing up and bearing fruit is an after-work,
simply and entirely under divine direction and control. vVe know
one who for fifty years has been intensely anxious to be made instrumental in the conversion of souls, as well as in the comforting and
establishing of saints; but, as far as the former so ardently-desired wish
is concerned, few (if any) could have seen so little fruit of his labours.
But this must be left with the Lord. There is one Scripture that
cheers him in this matter: "The Lord knoweth them that are His."
We don't know them, but the Lord cloes.
4. Ah! dear brother, scores upon scores, if not hundreds upon
hundreds, of times, we have thought, as you did, it was the last time
we should ever speak in His name. The cruse seemed to have run Gut,
the oil to have failed, the lamp flickering in the socket; all, all appeared
at an end. We have longed to lay our head upon the pillow, and,
if possible, forget all in sleep, dreading the very thought of another
preaching time; to stand again before the people seeming an utter
impossibility. But oh, (blessed be His great and ever-adorable name! )
how true has He been to His word, "They shall revive (is the corn, and
grow as the cedars of Lebanon,." "Whosoever drinketh of this water
shall thirst again, but whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give
\ R
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him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him
a well oj water wringing up into eVB1'lasting life." Oh, that revi1Jing and
syringing, and that as in a moment, and after some of the saddest times,
and in connection with seasons of drought, darkness, and dismay!
One smile, one love-look, one whisper of mercy, one love-token, one" It
is I; be not afraid;" and oh, how re-assuring! how replenishing! how
fortifying! how, fear-assuaging! how strengthening! how emboldening!
Ah! then it is, in spite of all previous fears and sinking and shrinking,
we can practically understand Peter's "Lord, I am ready to go with
Thee, both to prison and to death;" or Thomas's exclamation, "Let us
also go, that we may die with Him,"
5. Well, dear brother, the marvel is, after all, that the Lord should
condescend to make use of such worms of the earth in His great and
glorious mission. " The treasure is in earthen vessels," truly; and why ~
Oh, "that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us."
Yea, and He shall have all the praise and all the glory of His own
work, for not a particle of it is due in any wise or in any respect to
the creature; oh, no-a thousand and ten thousand times, no! God is
our Witness, if there be one passage of Scripture that we grasp and
glory in more than another, it is this: "Not unto us, 0 Lord, not
unto us, but unto Thy name give glory, for Thy mercy and for Thy
truth's sake."
THE EDITOR.
THE TRIALS AND THE TRIUMPHS OF THE WAY.

To the Editm' oj the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR FELLOW-TRAVELLER THROUGH THIS UNFRIENDLYWORLD,-How
true the word of the Lord is where He says, "In the world ye shall
have tribulation." Blessed be God, this is only one part of the legacy
left by the dear Redeemer to His followers throughout all time. It is
added, in connection with the Scripture just quoted, "But be of good
cheer; I have overcome the world" (John xvi. 33). What a variety
of ways the Lord has of accomplishing or verifying His holy Word!
He is never at a loss. I often feel set fast, not knowing what to do,
or where to look. Vlhat a mercy for poor, helpless creatures like us
that He has said, in another portion of His inviolable Word, "He
giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might He
increaseth strength. Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the
young men shall utterly fall: but they that wait upon the Lord shall
renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they
shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint"
(Isaiah xl. 29-31). I often feel ready to halt. None know but myself and a heart-searching God what painful sinkings and shrinkings
I am the subject of.
None can tell experimentally what it is to feel
cast off of God, only those who have felt it in their own soul. I am
solemnly convinced in my inmost soul that the Lord will not-yea, with
reverence I speak it, He cannot-cast off His people, whom He hath
chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world. They are as safe
and secure as Deity itself, "God is faithful, who hath promised" to bring
to eternal glory every blood-bou~ht trophy of redeeming grace. Through
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the blessed Spirit's teaching, they are enabled to lay hold on the
Lord Jesus Christ as the only hope set before them in the Gospel;
and this hope sustains them amidst every storm and conflict of life,
for it is "as an anchor to the soul, both sure and steadfast, and
which entereth into that within t!le veil."
" They trust upon the sacred WordThe oath and promise of llhe Lord;
And safely through each tempest sail j
The Christian's hope shall never fail."

Oh, to realise more and more the steadfastness and certainty of
eternal verities! Oh, to be favoured with sweet access to the throne
of grace in the midst of our trials, sorrows, difficulties, and perplexities! During the past few weeks I have had to pass through a very
hot furnace. I cannot particularise, as it would· be inexpedient for
me .to do so; but must content myself with a mere outline. Being
engaged in a manufacturing business, I know what it is to have sometimes (although but rarely) differences between myself and my workpeople, respecting prices to be paid for work done. A case of dispute
arose some four to five weeks ago. This was brought about by the
intrigue and treachery of a certain person. I could not come to terms
with my workpeople, so they turned out, although the point was most
frivolous about which Wfl disagreed. I was obliged to stand firm
in the matter, as the spirit exhibited by the bulk of my workmen
was very arbitrary and tyrannical. Soon after they had left their
work, the deceit and hypocrisy of the person alluded to began to
develop itself in open hostility and deeds of the most reprehensible
kind.. In my distress and perplexity, I made use of Hezekiah's prayer
again and again: "0 Lord, I am oppressed; undertake for me" (Isaiah
xxxviii. 14). I could appeal to the Lord Jehovah in the matter. I
seemed at times as though I should be quite overwhelmed; as if I
should be swallowed up completely. I prayed to the Lord to bring
me out of my distresses honourably, and to put to silence the malignity, lying, and deception of the ungodly. In the very midst of my
trouble and grief of heart the Lord, so to speak, drew aside the curtain for a few moments, and let me see (which sight melted my soul
into humility and sweet acquiescence before His adorable Majesty) that
it was a Father's loving hand which had prepared the cup, and that,
however bitter the ingredients might be, His grace was sufficient for
me and that His strength was made perfect in my weakness. I could
sing through my tears" Though dark be my way, since He is my Guide,
'Tis mine to obey, 'tis His to provide;
Though cisterns be broken, and creatures all fail,
The word He has spoken shall surely prevail.
" How bitter that cup' no heart can conceive,
Which He drank quite up that sinners might live l
His way was much rougher and darker than mine j
Did Christ, my Lord, suffer 1 and shall I repine ,; 1

From experience I can testify that there is nothing which so humble!!
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and crumbles a poor sinner before the Lord, in the midst of the conflicts
of life, as to feel His gracious presence and blessing. If not woefully
mistaken, I have felt, more or less, from day to day, something like
Paul when he said, "None of these things move me." I have felt,
again and again, that I could appeal to the Lord, telling Him He knew
my heart, He was acquainted with my desires, and that I trusted in
Him to deliver me from the power and cruel intentions of the wicked.
The great enemy of souls has indeed been permitted to stir up a
fierce storm of vituperation, malice, hatred, spleen, and persecution
against me. Sometimes the prospect seems dark and gloomy, in consequence of what the Lord has permitted Satan and my enemies to
accomplish; then, again, I gather a little confidence from a review of
the Lord's past merciful dealings with me. I know He can help me.
I feel sure that He can fulfil His precious word, where He says, "N 0
weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue
that shall rise up in judgment against thee thou shalt condemn. This
is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their righteousness is
of Me, saith the Lord." He will vindicate the cause of His poor and
needy ones. He will scatter His and His people's foes. Oh, for
grace to say with Paul, "And we know that all things work together
for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according
to His purpose." Painful, indeed, is the process by which sometimes
He makes me acquainted with that Scripture, "Cease ye from man,
whose breath is in his nostrils: for wherein is he to be accounted of 1"
All His divine leadings and teachings in providence and grace tend to
wean me in some measure from the creature. He will-He ?n1tst-reign
pre-eminent in the hearts of His dear children. He will allow no
rival. He must be All in all. Oh, may He give me grace to watch
His hand in all things-to acknowledge His authority in all matters.
He has said, "My people shall be satisfied with My goodness." May
He subdue my enemies, and help me to remember that He has said,
"Vengeance is Mine: I will repay, saith the Lord." I have found it
true in my little history what Moses said to the children of Israel:
"And thine enemies shall be found liars unto thee; and thou shalt
tread upon their high places." What the future may disclose I know
not, but may I not say" Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review
Oonfirms His good pleaaure to help me quite through"1
" He hath delivered, He doth deliver: in whom also we trust that He
will yet deliver us." Every trial endured leaves one the less to be
encountered. Every difficulty passed through leaves one the less to be
surmounted. May He give grace to say, day by dayLord, pardon our complaints j
We follow at Thy call ;
The joy prepared for suffering saints
Will make amends for 31I. h
ee

1 would' rather-ten thousand times rather -be the oppress d thcm the
oppressor. May my life's little day be spent in "s eking fil' t the
ltiogdom of God and His righteousness," and He has' promia 1 that all
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other things shall be added unto us. I would live daily upon His
fulness, and know more of the Lord Jesus Christ, "whom to know is
life eternal." This is all my salvation and all my desire. May I at
last join the glorified before the throne, and praise Him day and night
in His temple.
Coventry.
J. BURTON.
P.S.-I may be permitted to state that my 'Workpeople have resumed
work upon my terms. You made a remark some time back, in either
the Old Jonathan or the GOSI'EL MAGAZINE, respecting the keenness of
competition in business in these days. I could enter most fully into
the matter.
I have to groan and cry oftentimes to the Lord to
keep me honest and upright in all my dealing. with my fellow-men;
but oh, what hard work it is sometimes! Such is the deception
and lying practised at the present time, that none but the Lord
Himself can keep His poor children on in a straight course. May
He stand by the writer at all times.
J. B.
NATAL AND ITS BISHOP.

To the Editor of the Rock.
SIR,-I think that all who are led to take a sober, Scriptural view of
the aspect of the present times will readily endorse your remarks in regard
to the so-called Bishop Colenso's writings. What more painful or un·
seemly than the announcement of his work at a juncture when the most
distressing and hluniliating of tidings have just reached us from the very
quarter of the globe in which this unhappy man is located ~ Our God is
jealous of His Word. He will defend His truth against all gainsayers; and,
wh~ther we, as a Church and nation, hear and heed or not, He will avenge
Himself of His adversaries. I, for one, grieve at heart at the off-hand
way in which matters at the present momentous crisis are treated. Instead of our rulers calling for a day of humiliation, in which, as a nation,
we may seek to humble ourselves before God, and entreat Him to stay His
hand, send peace abroad, and prosperity at home, and withhold those
further dreadful calamities with which we are threatened, there is the
sending forth of fresh troops to avenge their comrades; and all this is
done in a spirit of self-confidence and creature reliance which ill comports
with the Bible testimony that "the race is not to the swift, nor the battle
to the strong." Surely recent facts have most painfully justified such
reflections. It must be fresh in the memory of your readers how very
different was the spirit exhibited on the part of the Emperor of Germany
and the late Emperor of the French, when they were about to engage in
that dreadful conflict between the two nations. The one supplicated the
aid of the God of armies, the other went forth with a fleshly confidence.
We know the issue. Query: Are we not, at the present juncture, going
forth to war in a spirit very much akin to that of the late Emperor of the
French ~ I fear so. Hence it behoves us to be wise, and take heed in
time; and, if no member be found in the HOlise of Commons bold enough
to bear the ridicule with which he may be assailed in proposing a day
of humiliation, surely it behoves our bishops to urge that such a day be
named, and that as early as possible.-I am, &c"

St.

L~tke's,

Bedminste1', Mct1'Ch 4, 1879.

D. A. DOUDNEY, D.D.
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A VOICE FROM BEDFORDSHIRE.
To the Edito'J" of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR SIR,-The Lord's faithful watchman, our beloved and
rightly-esteemed friend, Mr. LINDSEY, is still spared unto us. Although
he continues in a weak and prostrate condition, yet there is a
decided improvement in some of his symptoms, which causes us to
hope that the Lord is graciously hearing the many prayers of His
children; and, if it be His sovereign pleasure, to raise him up again,
at least in some measure. His has been a pathway of affliction for
some years; and, although he has been a zealous and indefatigable
labourer in the vineyard, none know how much bodily suffering he has
endured. In his case, however, the words of the poet have been more
than once verified" It is the Lord whose matchless skill
Can from afllictions raise
Matter eternity to fill
With ever-growing praise."

and we hope and pray that they may be verified once more.
Mr. LINDSEY desires his warmest Ohristian love to you, even (he
says) that love wherewith the redeemed family are taught of God to
love one another, and such love none but children know or feel. He
has sent you by this post the three first volumes of his select works,
which he hopes you will receive safely. I know you will find the
contents full weight.
In your kind observations in the Magazine for this month, you
speak of his having issued within the last few years as many as twenty
different tracts ; but the fact is that, during the past nine years, he has
issued nearly fifty pamphlets of various sizes, besides small tracts,
leaflets, &c., which have been circulated throughout the length' and
breadth of the land, and are well-known in some foreign countries. I
could tell much of how: God has blessed him in his labours, but forbear;
and, with every good wish, believe me,
Yours sincerely,
Linslade, Ma1'Ch 13th, 1879. '
S. R.
P.S.-I have also sent you a copy of his last published testimony,
entitled, "A Little While."
[WE have read the tract above referred to, "A Little While," with
deep interest, and would gladly, did space permit, transfer the whole
of it to these pages. We advise our readers, however, to send direct
to Linslade for the tract, which may be had, post-free, for three half·
pence.
With regard to the volumes which the author has kindly forwarded,
in glancing through them, we discover how deeply the mind of the
writer has long been imbued with a clear and Scriptural insight into
the solemn aspect, of the times in which we live. Whilst free from a
spirit of bitterness. and acrimony with respect to brethren who may not
see eye to eye with him, in the minutioo of doctrine or practice, in the
essential elements of truth there is a marked steadfastness, a blessed
firmness, a holy boldness, and a God-honouring zeal. Whilst there is no
disposition to split hairs or fall out about straws in regard to secondary
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and non-essential matters, there is a tota,l absence of the veriest semblance
of compromise. No, no; there is not the shadow of a leaning that
way, blessed be God! This we admire and must acknowledge with
gratitude. But, apart from all this, there is throughout these volumes
the sound of alarm &iven, in no measured or mistaken terms, to a
slumbering Churoh and a godless world.-ED.l

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR FRIEND,-Never, perhaps, in the history of our beloved
Queen were the times more pregnant with greater and solemn events than
the present. That men of the world should dwell only on the instrumental
cause of the recent disaster in South Africa is all that can be Scripturally
expected, but the proc1tring cause of that awful scene of bloodshed will
form the true Board of Inquiry with the Lord's spiritually-taught
people, many of whom, doubtless, have already discovered their Father's
handwriting of divine displeasure in the calamitous event of the 22nd
of January, and the still foreboding heavier judgments from England's
jealous God, unless we are led to humble ourselves before Him, and
entreat Him to remove from us the lowering clouds, surcharged with His
just wrath and indignation. Many of your readers will remember that
it was from this very part of the world that the so-called Bishop Colenso,
some few years ago, poured forth his sceptical writings against the
genuineness of the inspired Pentateuch; and then to read the announcement of another volume by this unhappy man, at a time when thousands
of English homes are filled with lamentation over the slain and disembowelled list of Isandula, are certainly coincidences of a remarkable kind.
Can it be taken: "Because sentence against an evil work is not executed
speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do
evil "~ No steps that I know of have yet been taken by this great
mathematical master to undo or neutralise the pernicious effects of his
former volume of dm"ing blasphemy of-Bishop Golenso 7'ight and Moses
wrong! " Shall not Gael visit for these tkings ? "
That the transport vessels which left this country for the Cape should
have been detained a whole week at St. Vincent, is another reminder of
the worthlessness of all human calculations, and that what is called unfore-.
seen hindrances can only be known and removed by that God "who knows
the end from the beginning." If our troops are sent out to fight even
Cetewayo's savages, in any other mood than that of instrumental helplessness,
we may expect other and even yet more appalling news before the Lord
has brought this terrible war to its bitter end.
Friends of the Mission will be glad to know that we are using our best
endeavours to supply the men of this expedition with a variety of Scriptural publications, as also our ships of war and regiments located in other
parts of the world. Last month the Mission sent away eight boxes of
wholesome reading, weighing in the aggregate six hundredweight; or
making a total of thirty-one boxes and thirty lumdredweight since the
issue of the fifth annual report in October, 1878. To carry on this most
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interesting and God-honouring work requires an income of £20 a month.
A contribution to this fund is earnestly solicited, and can be sent to any
of the auxiliary helpers, or to my address, Devizes Road, Salisbury, where
also collecting cards can be obtained by those friends who wish to gather
up fragments from other friends.
" Say not, 'My soul, from whenc~
" God's help is always sure,
His method seldom guessed;
Can God relieve thy care? '
Remember that Omnipotence
Delay will make our pleasure pure,
Has servants everywhere.
Surprise will give it zest.
" His wisdom is sublime,
His heart p1'ofo1tndly kind;
God never is before His time,
And never is behind."

Believe me to remain, ever yours affectionately in the Gospel,
JWarch 16th, 1879.

CHARLES BltIDEU.

LOVE'S ECHO.
A SOUND steals o'er my spirit, Lord;
Is it the echo of Thy word?
And dost Thou say, "'Tis meant for
thee" ?
(Echo)-Meant for thee.
How good Thou art ! 'twere passing
sweet
To listen ever at Thy feet;
And art Thou saying, "Come to Me" ?
(Echo)-Come to Me.
Oh, my dear Saviour, canst Thou bear
That I to Thee should be so near
As to behold Thy smiling face?
(Echo}-Smiling face.
I feel unworthy there to be ;
,Almost ashamed to come to Thee;
But do I hear, "Come as thou art"?
(Echo)-As thou art.
Alas! I am so vile and weak !
Canst Thou receive, and with me
speak?
Dost Thou still say, "Come close to
Me"?
(Echo}-Close to Me.
Then deign to take my trembling hand,
Else I can neither walk nor standLord, wilt Thou say, "I care for
thee" 1
(Echo)-Care for thee.

Garcliff.

Be not displeased-canst Thou say
more,
Now I have entered Mercy's door?
Can~t Thou say, "Child, I'm loving
thee" ?
(Echo)-Loving thee.
What! though so very much I need?
Dress, strength, sight, everythinCf
'"
indeed?
Hear I aright? "I've all in store!"
(Echo)-All in store.
And Thou wilt make me wealthy quite,
Who cannot pay Thee back a mite;
Sayest Thou, "I freely give it all"?
(Echo)-Give it all.
Oh, my dear Lord, Thy fe et I kiss!
Whence unexampled love like this?
Dost Thou explain, "'Tis all of love" ?
(Echo)-All of love.
Died, too, for me ; what can I say
For taking thus my guilt away?
Thou'lt whisper next, "My heaven
is thine!"
(Echo)-Heaven is thine.
Lord, I am dumb; can'say no more
Than I Thy matchless love adore!
Now sayest Thou, "I'll crown thee
soon"?
(Echo)-Crown thee soon.

J. P. C.

"WHEN on a death-bed, we should not look at what we are, but should
(by faith) look at what Christ is."-Wilks.

