THE

GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
J

Cl

COMFORT YE, COMFORT YE MY PEOP'LE, BAITH YOUR GOn:·

u ENDEAVQUIUNG '1'0 KEEP THE UNI'fY OF THE SPIRIT IN THE nOND ~~ l~RACF~."
~'JESUS CHRIST, THE SAME YES'rERDAY, AND TO-DAY, AKDFQR EVEU." "WHOM TO KNOW IS l,IJ'E ETERN AL.

No. 208,

}

NEW SERIES.'

AfRIL, 1883.

~rrt Jf~tmiIJl

o
,

No. 1,408,

1OLD SERms.

l)ortion;

OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT•

.. Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, tlutt we lO"y be "ble to comfort them which ,we in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves "re comfortecl of God."-2 COR, i. ~.

THE REMINDER.
(Continued from pafle 137.)

«And Tltou saidst, I will surely do thee goOd."-GENESIS xxxii. 12.
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WITHOUT doubt the patriarch knew personally and experimentally
what that godly contrition and deep self-loathing were, of which
we spoke in our last, when he exclaimed, "I am not worthy of
the least of all the mercies and of all the truth which Thou hast
showed unto Thy servant." rrhe same humbling views of himself
possessed him when, in answer to Pharaoh's inquiry, "How old
art thou?" he said, "The days of the years of my pilgrimage
are an hundred and thirty years; few and evil have the days of
the years of my life been, and have not attained unto the days
of the years of the life of my fathers, in the days of their
pilgrimage."
Depend upon it, dear reader, the sweetest, as well as the safest
place, is the valley of humiliation! Moreover, when we think of
ourselves, and contemplate our surroundings, what little cause is
there-yea, not the veriest-for self-praise or satisfaction! Betterfar better-than entertain or encourage such an idea, is to exclair.n,
with the Psalmist, "I was as a beast before Thee;" or, with Job,
"Behold, I am vile! I have heard of Thee by the hearing of
the ear, but now mine eye seeth Thee, wherefore I abhor myself,
and repent in dust and ashes;" or, with Isaiah, " Woe is me!
for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I
d well in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes
have seen the King, the Lord of hosts."
In accordance with the testimony of John the Baptist concerning
Christ, "He must increase, but I must decrease," how well worthy
of oonsideration is the statement of the Apostle Paul, to which
attention has often been drawn. In 1 Corinthill.ns xv. 9, he says,
"I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called
an apostle, because I persecuted the Church of God." In Ephesians
iii. 8 (dated five years later than the aforenamed Epistle), he says,
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"Unto me, ·w,ho ani. less than the least of all saints, is this grace
given, that r should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable
riches of Christ." Under later and still deeper teaching, however,
we hear not a .word about either apostles or saints, but, in one of
his last-if not his ,very latest-Epistles, he says (1 Timothy i. 15),.
"This is af'aithful saying, and worthy of' all acceptation, that
Christ Jesus came into the ,world to save sinners, of whom I am
chief."
Ah! reader, this is the character of real growth in grace! It
has a downward tendency. It leads to a deeper, fuller sight and:
sense of the thorough bankruptcy, the utter helplessness, the total
depravity of the human heart. Oh, let us never lose sight of
another testimony of the Apostle Paul-that in his Epistle to the
Romans (vii. 18, 19)-" I know that in me (that is, in my flesh)
dU'elle!!! [mark the word, dwelletlt-not dwelt-but present time,.
due llet!!] no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how
to perform that which is good r. find not [not, 'I found not ']. For
the good that I would I do not [still present tense]; but the eviL
which I would not, that I do:"
Reader, it is necessary, in days like the present, when errors of
the most treacherous and destructive kind so abound, to fall back
and insist upon the first principles and fundamentals of our most
holy faith. And, whilst contending for the brokenness of spirit
and humility of soul of those whose names we have just quoted,
as well as that of J acob, in the circumstances under consideration,
as being by far the most satiifactol'Y state of mind, we must insist
upon its being likewise the safest position.
What a solemn passage is that-." Pride goeth before destruction,
and a haughty spirit before a fall" ! We, some months ago,
had a simple-at the same time forcible-illustration of this
Scripture, as ,w.ell as of Psalm xxxvii. 35, 36: "I have seen the
wicked in great power, and spreading himself like a green bay
tree. Yet he passed away, and, 10, he was not: yea, I sought,
him, but he could not be found," There had been a fearful storm,
and. the huge trees, being in ,leaf, presented themselves in more·
stately resistance of the tempest. They reeled and swayed themselves to and fro, as if determined not to be overcome. However,
in spite of their efforts, it was astonishing how many had to
succumb, In .the suburbs of Bristol there were not merely scores,
but, hundreds, of noble trees that had stood the wintry storm and
the terrific blast of nearly or quite a century, but had at length,.
in even a ,summer \or ·autumnal gale, to yield. We gazed upon
their huge trunks 'and ,their ,entangled and wide-spread roots with
amazement. But ,there was a striking-yea, a most instructivesequel! Beneath the he8.ge-rows, or upon the very borders of the
,fields or meadows where these scores of trees were 'stretched, grew
an immense variety of wild..flowers. The storm that had hm'led the
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monarchs of the forest to the grouncl,
imperceptibly oootl'ibllted to their ,.'
these so riobly-vo:riod and unpretenwn
being afterwards most tastefully lU"I'&l1
the central tablo dressing than th
of tile 8wcct8 of humildy; and, as tli
hedge-row erooper were presented ill
oould but thiuk how true the word..., "He that is down
needs foar no fall." "God resiatoth the proud, but
graoe unto the humble."
But to return. Do observe, ,deal' reader, the solemn, but, at the
samo time, most foroible way in whioh the patriarch addresses
himllolf to the Most High: "0 God of my father Abraham; anti
God of my father Isaac." Ah I how vast the privilege, and how
dililtinguishing the mercy, to be ablo to approaoh the Lord J ehovah
that great and gracious ,Friend, Refuge, Btrength-yea, All
in all-to those who had preoeded UB! The God of our fathers;
the same almighty and all-graoious One who had guarded and
guided, led and fed, them all through the journey of a seeminglytraokless wilderness, and who ,ha~ at length,after safely conducting them over the Jordan, received them into His own
immediate and everlasting embraoe ~
And then how sweet the
thought that, at an after-period, J acob's own name should .be
added, and that the Triune J eho.vah should so very .condescendingly and so very graoiously, ,as in sweet and blessed response,
declare Himself to be "the God of Abraham, and the God of
Isaao, and the God of J acob "! What an immensity of blessedness, and what a boundless field for encouragement, is presented
in conneotion with this very faiot! What a stimulus for prayer!
What poor sensible sinner .need despair, or why hesitate to
approach the mercy-seat, when ,he remembers who and what
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob were? In :"and of themselves,
they were not one particle better than we are. They were
" men of like passions with ourselves." If, then, they were
accepted-if ,they ,found merqy-,if they were ,pardoned, justified,
saved-why not we?
But observe, further, dear reader, in ;regard to the patriarch:s
appeal, that he exclaims, "The LORD which saidst unto me,
Return unto thy country and thy kindred, and I "ill deal well
with thee." As we intimated in our last, a .promise made and la
pledge given furnish such gr.ounds far :pleadingand importuning.
It .implies 1Io :pnev.iou8 .communication-an .understanding and an
interest-,upon the ,ground of personal ~pplication. Hence, ,much
-yea, very much--..;has been .gained, lif . 80 ,be the :promiser he
a man of .character, and able to fulfil .his engagement. We say
that, under such ,.circumstances, the .applicant has been heard
and heeded. The promise is proof thereof. Therefore, he now
I
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comes upon advanced and more hopeful and advantageous
ground. In J acob's case, the position was most cheering and
eL.couraging in a two-fold sense. He had not only J ehovah's
counsel, "Return unto thy country, and to thy kindred," but he
had J ehovah's covenant likewise-" and I will deal well with thee."
New, what could have been more conclusive, or what more
blessed, than this? And yet observe, reader, that it did not,
. nevertheless, supersede real travail of soul or mental anguish upon
the part of the patriarch.
Well may this remind such as are looking to, and wrestling
with the Lord for a plain, ,unmistakable, and most conclusive
proof of acceptance of and adoption by Him, that, however
great and however desirable such privilege, it does not supersede
nor does it dispel all after-doubts and subsequent questionings.
What could have been plainer, or what more conclusive, than
the directions given and the assurance vouchsafed to J a<:ob 1 Yet
see his after-anguish and inexpressible distress.
There were three special periods in the patriarch's history in
which he was plunged into the greatest perplexity and sorrow,
.and yet who had more marked dealiBgs with God, or who more
striking manifestations from above, than he? And this goes to
prove what we stated in our last, namely, that the more plain
and unquestionable the revelation, the severer the after-test.
Hence those who cannot be satisfied without the most clear ancI
undoubted manifestations, need not be taken by surprise when
the after-trouble comes.
Now, the three so special trials to which we allude, in regard
to Jacob, were, first, with respect to the coming out against him
of his angry brother Esau, with his four hundred men. Secondly,
when J oseph's bloody coat was placed before him, with the cruel
inquiry, "Know new whether this be thy son's coat or no?"
Mark, reader, the heartlessness here betrayed-not" our brother's,"
but "thy son's "-a virtual insinuation that he had nothing to
do with them, nor they with him, and yet he was their brother.
Thirdly, when Jacob's sons returned from buying corn in Egypt,
with Simeon left as prisoner; and, in answer to their request
that Benjamin might be sent with them, the agonized father
exclaimed, "M.y son shall not go down with you; for his
brother is dead, and he is left alone: if mischief befall him by
the way in the which ye go, then shall ye bring down my gray
hairs with sorrow to the grave" (Gen. xlii. 38).
Yet, special as J acob's trials were, how special likewise were
his triumphs! His distresses great, his deliverances greater! And
this, reader, most assuredly stands good in the experience of
God's dear children-His ministering servants especially,
Moreover, in regard to tronbles and afflictions, let nQt the fact
be lost sight of that-
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" Trials make the promise sweet,
Trials give new life to prayer i
Tl,ials bring us to His feet,
Lay us low, and keep us thero."

Aye, and well may each of us add" Did I meet no trbls here,
.No ohaetilloments by the way,
Mi8ht 1 not with reason fear
I .hould prove a castaway?

" Bastards may escape the rod,
Filled with earthly, vain delight i
But the true-born child of (lod
Mustnot-wouldnot-if homlght."

Itelltlaf, if you have been long in the school of Christ, w
801.U'OO1y need pause to ask if you are not prepared personally
to admit the positive need of trial or adversity of some sort,
it tho life of God, or any real spirituality, is to be maintained
in rour soul? Mere exoitement, or the many expedients resorted
to m these days, for the professed purpose of making progress
(las it is said) in divine things, will not do. This is vain8uperfioial-does not touch the oase of a really poor and needy
80ul. But, when this felt poverty and this spiritual necessity
are realized, how deeply sensible is the subject of it, that he
r she must have the continual stirring up-the emptying from
vessel to vessel---:in order that they should not settle upon their
lees, or fall into a state of oarnal ease and fleshly security.
Hence, as they journey on, and are led into a deeper knowledge
of themselves, they discover and frankly acknowledge that there
has boon an o.bsolute neoessity for every crook and every cross
they havo over been oalled to enoounter.
roovor, the fathers in Christ and the mothers in Israel are
astounded 68 they oontemplate the deadness, and the stoioism, and
ho onrnality, and the worldliness, which cling to them, at the
very time they are standing even upon the brink of the Jordan,
and within sight, as it were, of tho celestial city! Thus situated,
they take shame to themselves-and well they may-at least we
well know one that does-as they compare their present condition
with the intensity of feeling and emotion with which in former
days they used to sing" On Jordan's stormy banks I stand,
And cast a wistful eye
To Canaan's fair and happy land,
Where my possessions lie.

" All o'er those wide-extended plains
Shines one eternal day;
There God, the Sun, for ever reigns,
And scatters night away."

And with what holy fervour and glowing anticipation would
they add" When shall I reach that happy place,
And be for ever blest?
When shall I see my Father's face,
Aad in His bosom rest '1 "

Moreover, with what equal ardour and divine aspiration would
they sing-
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"Jerusalem! my happy hom.'e!
NI1me ever dear to me !
When shall my labours have an
end
In joy, and peace, and thee'.?

I
I

"When shall these eyes thy hoaven.
built walls
And pearly gates beholdl
Thy bulwarks with salvation strong,
And st,reets of shining gold 'I

"Oh, when, thou,. city of my God,
Shall I thy courts ascend,
Where congl,'egations 110'er break up,
And Sabbaths never end 1"

Reader,we' hav;e dwelt upon these experiences, inasmuch as we
believe they so strictii}' apply to J acob. In him is to be traced
so much of the natural and the spiritual. Both his character
and his course· are calculated, to throw so much light upon the
pilgrim's path:waiY aud. the varied disoipline to which I he is called
to submit. In the patriaroh there was so muoh of the creature
in its frailty, its selfishness, its idolatry, that tbe oounteraoting
power of grace had to be brought to bear upon him in the more
marked and forcible way. In J acob are the most striking lessons
of both caution and oomfort suggested. Moreover, the olose study
both of his oharacter and his oonduct olearly proves that he needed
the "line upon line, line upon. line, precept upon precept, preoept
upon preoept" kind of dealing, He was. £i'oward and forgetful.
Hence the need of repetition. It was by no trifling means nor
transient teaching he was brought to exolaim, , " I am not worthy
of the least of all the meroies and of all. the truth which Thou
hast showed unto Thy servant,., for with, my staff I passed over
this Jordan, and now I am become two bands;"
We would have the reader, oontemplate all that had transpired between the pa,triaroh's crossing the Jordan and his present
ciroumstances. Let the reader recall the bargain (so to speak)
that the patriaroh- ventured. to make with J ehovah, or the terms
he proposed: "And J aC0b vo;wed a vowe, saying, If God will be
with me, and will keep me in this way that, I go, and will
give mo bread to eOlt, and raiment to put on, so that I oome
again to my father's house in peace; then shall the Lord be my
God: and this stono, whieh I have set for a pillar, shall be
God's house: and of all th~t Thou shalt give mo I will surely give
the tonth unto Thee" (Gon. xxviii. 20-22). Now, awod as Jacob
had been at the marvellous manifestation with whioh he had been
favoured, thoro was 0. Vo.st n.mount of selfishnoss, and, in a certain
sense, diotatorialness, in tbis vow. But in oonneetion with it is
mercifully reve(~lod the fo.ot of the poor, frail, sinful, and imperfect
mortals with whom tho Lord Jehovab. hn.s over been content to
have to do. It wae tho OOi1'ly display of tho great and glorious
verity of whioh Joaus, in n.f'ter.day, Personally testified, namely,
that He "came not to 00.11 the righteolls, but sinners to re:eentance." In the history of Jo.oob, and tlll'oughout the whole Book
of God, is most blessodly to be seen that "mercy and truth
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are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each
other."
Reader, the Lord permitting, in our next we shall have more
io say upon the patriarch, and the lessons, he has left upon
record. Meanwhile, may the 'Lord have you and ourselves under
His gracious guidance and care. So prays,
Yours' to, serve,
St. Litke's, 13edminster, Jamtal'Y 31st, 1883.
THE I EDII['OR.
BIRTHDAY BREATHINGS.
A

my Lord, a blessing!
Not money, or meat, or wine;
I should want the boon I am craving
If all the earth were mine:
Knowledge of thee, 0 Jesus;
Oonfidence in Thy power;
Certainty as to the future,
And strength for a dying hour.

.,

B:(.ESSINO,

Oh, if t'ne Lord' would' be near me,
So that, if fainting, I fall,
His pitiful' arms of forgiving love
Might lift me over all.
A blessing', my Lord; a blessing!
How can I live to Thy praise?
'fhe world knows nothing about Thee,
And cares for nORe: of Thy ways;
But I, O'Lord, Thou knowest
Thine eyes have met my own;
And I cannot be still till I lay me down
Under Thy heavenly throne.

A blessing, my Lord, a blessing!
Thou hast tended me many a year,
And it seems I have brouQ:ht Thee
nothing
,
~
For all Thy patient care':
'J'hou seest, Thouknowest,Thou readest
Sorrow is mine and confusion,
The heart of Thy singing child;
Yet, Saviour, permit me to plead
'I.'he barriers in my pathway, '
'Thou knewest it all beforehand,
And yet Thou hast helped me . And' the woes my' fears have piled.
A blessing, my Lord, a blessing!
indeed.
Lasting, but ever new;
A blessing, my Lord, a blessing!
So, 'mid life's wreckage, my heart may
I do not fear life's carc;
sing
But I shrink from the mighty evils
Thou art, and' Thou only, true.
Facing me everywhere:
True as the light of morning,
I wake in the night confounded
True as the midnight calm,
At the godlessness within,
Are most of the long-loved dear ones;
And day by day I am wounded
Oh, sweet is friendship's balm!
By some unwieldy sin.
But when we think of our wayward
I know 'tis a lasting warfare,
hearts,
But I cannot choose but fight,
And of Calvary's agony,
Though it seemeth sure that my vigour We-they and I together--Lord,
Must slacken long ere night.
Say, "None are true like Thee."
Galleywood.
(MRS.) T. CHAPLIN.

THAT thousands go in the broad way to destruction is sad beyond
expression, but not strange at all; but that in the' path of heaven
any shoulll descend to hell is astonishing.
That, those who live
without Goel in the wOl'ld, in the profane neglect of· His worship,
in a dissolute, disorderly course, should fall under, condemnation,
is believed of all; but that many who have appeared zealous in
religion shall be at last rejected, is contrary to general expectation.

-Bates.

l
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WtI:t!1f;iibt ;jDf£f;i.
"THE THRONE OF GRACE."
"Let us come boldly 1tnto the throne oJ grace."-HEBREws iv. IG.
Oll, that sweet and precious spot, where the child of God delights tocreep to, and pour out his soul's desires before the living God! I
would creep there now. I would desiro that my communications to the
oue family should come, as it were, dircct from" the throne of grace,"
beuewed with the unction of the Holy Spirit; and, winged with
power and grace, would find a lodging-place in the hearts of needy
ones that shall cause them to look up and glorify the God of their
salvation.
It is a wonderful fact that we who are upon earth down here
should be granted the hallowed privilege of CL 1neeting1Jlace in Christ,
whcl'e JehovaA dwells, for the heaven of heavens is His dwelling-place,
and earth His footstool. There is the blue canopy of heaven above us,.
but far above that is His dwelling-place; and here we are on this earth,
with all its sinful surroundings, permitted to soar upwarus in spirit
and realize the presence of the Most High, and hold fellowship with
OUI' Father and our God in heaven.
But we have said, "the blue canopy above us." It is not always,
lJl'Ue. It is sometimes-ah! llcrhaps oftener-blaclc. Clouds intervenegloom prevails. So is it spiritually. Our" sun's behind a cloud." W f}
cannot get at God-we cannot get at Jesus. But are They altered 1
Oh, no! If we could literally soar above the black clouds, there would
be the glorious heavens above the scudding clouds. So spiritually-if
black with us, it is bright with our God; and His eye penetrates, so
that He sees us jUl't the same-knows all about us. "The throne of
grace" is in the same precious -spot, and our God unchangeable in
His purpose and' love. How worthy He is of our deepest adomtion! I
pity the man who can talk of God flippantly, and talk of Him as if He
were scarcely higher than himself. We cannot have too exalted views
of God, in the Trinity of His Person-the infinite Jehovah, the Lord
God, bountiful and gracious, abundant in goodness and truth, precious
and perfect in all His attributes.
I would, for one, ever ill my approaches to "the throne of grace,'"
pause, as it were, on the very threshold, and think of the cha1"(wtel' of the
Ood whom I address; and gl'eatty do I lament when I hear some addresi:!
Him with a familiarity which betokens that they forget whntfmanner of
men they are. No; reverence and adoration of spirit should ever be
our attitude on approaching a throne of grace. Rather would I s~and
in awe at the very threshold of the throne, than be like those who
rush readily into His presence. Should we do so with an earthly
monarch 1 Far from it. The dress, the attiffJ, the attitude, and the
approach must all be guided and guarded. How much more should it be
so in our approach to the King of kings, "God over all, blessed for ever" !
But it may be asked, "If we are to approach God so cautiously,
what does it mean-' Let us come boldly unto the throne of grace' 1 "
Ah ! that is quitc anothcr matter. As poor, erring, sinful creatures,
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we have need to approach tremblingly; but look :tt the groundwork
and the reason why we may approach boldly. It is just because we
see Jesus, our great High Priest, who has passed into the heavens, and
is before the throne for us-not an High Priest who cannot be "touched..
with the feeling of our infirmities," but One who was "in all
points tempted like as we are, yet without sin." Here is our cause forboldness. We could never enter God's presence at all but for Christ ;.
but now, having Him, and seeing Him in this divine character before
the throne, we have nothing to fear. We may approach our God
boldly, and with a hallowed freedom, the exercise of which He encourages
and delights to see.
And then, when we think that the infinite One we approach is the
Great Searcher of hearts, how foolish is pride of language and an attempt.
at eloquent verbiage! Oh, how simple should we be! What a laying
bare of the heart before God-just telling Him the felt need, which
He knows all about before we tell Him, but which He so graciously
loves to hear! "The Lord is in His holy temple; the Lord's throne
is in heaven;" and yet He will hear the cry of the humble. His
car is open to their heartfelt desires.
And then, what reason we have to approach" the throne of grace"
with pmise, as well as adoration! Mercies renewed, lives spared, grace
given, upliftings granted, things brought through which we thought
would verily crush us-the yesterday gone for ever! If you find praise
to our God faltering on your lips, beloved, turn to the closing Psalms.
Drink into their spirit, and you will find that you are bound, in
sincerity of heart, and in the felt realization of the blessings recounted,
to extul your God, and bless and praise His holy name.
And then we pity the man who does not pause at the threshold of
"the throne of grace," with the acknowledgment feelingly experienced,
"I am but sinful dust." I am quite sure that, the more we recognize
the purity and perfection of J ehovah, and learn what we are in the
secrets of our hearts and the sinfulness of our natures, the more we
shall acknowledge ourselves in His presence as but sinful dust-no
better than the vilest, but for the grace of God. I should very much
doubt if a man is taught at all of the Spirit of God who pretends
to anything like creature holiness. No; we must turn away from
ourselves to our Surety and Saviour before the throne. There we shall
find only our holiness as standing in Him, ,;, accepted in the Beloved,"
who is made unto His people "wisdom, righteousness, sanctification,
and redemption."
And here we are reminded of the most important element of all in
our approaches to "the throne of grace "-a precious Christ-the only
'\Vay of access to the Father-and never shall we get near really to
God in any other way. I have heard so-called fine prayers, glowing
with fervent and flowing languagg, but yet with no getting near.
to God in felt experience, just because it has been the creature, and
not Christ; and we have come away from the apparent addressing
"the throne of grace" as we went. No; access to the Father is only
through Christ, " the Way, the Tmth, and the Life;" therefore He is
so precious to the living, crying, sighing child of God. His name is
flS "ointment poured forth" unto their souls.
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Beloved, do you go with us in the following thought-nay, fact 1 I
.am sure you do. It is this. I have approached a throne of grace, put
myself in the attitude of prayer, and, in the midst of surrounding
ones, felt in inward experience spellbound; but, at the mention of the
name of Christ, it seems as if the Father felt honoured, and the soul
has become melted, and there is a going forth in breathings which the
very name of Jesus has engendered. Nay, we must not omit one thing,
namely, at the mention of that dear name, the Holy Spirit is also called,
as it were, into operation, for then does He know that the heart of the
needy one is uplifted to Christ, and from His fulness does He take of
the things of Christ, and sholv them unto us. Thus, if our pleadings
are true, our hearts sincere, our desires the result of the new creation
in Christ Jesus, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost are all interested in the
prayer of the needy child on earth.
Oh, then, if this be the case,
can we over-estimate the preciousness of true prayer at "the throne
of grace" 7
Christ, then, is the Way to the eternal Father-no access in ::my other
way. Ah! how much there is in the words of Peter, with all his
failings-" LOTd, to whom shedl we go? Thou hast the wonls of eternal
life." Yes, indeed. Of what avail will It Christless religion be to us 7
The great assumption of natural religion, with no Christ, no atonement,
the false pretence that all happiness depends upon the laws of nature,
and the careful adaptation of human life-what will all such theories
do for a man who feels he is a sinner in the sight of a righteous God 7
What will all such premises avail in a dying hour 7 No; Peter was
right in his earnest, heartfelt inquiry, "Lord, to whom shall we go 7
Thou hast the words of eternal life."
And then there is one word which implies the constant craving of
.the child of God, namely, that word "wants" -wants which can only
be satisfied from a throne of grace, and wants which are the result of
that life which is of God. Oh, How many and continuous are such
wants! Let us mention some, dear reader, and see if they fit into
our united experience.
We want the endect1'ments of a Saviotw's love. We want to heal' Him
saying, '" 1 have loved thee '-yes, thee, with all thine imperfections,
. sinfulness, weakness, and frailty. 'I have loved thee' -yes, even thee.
Although thy love for Me has often grown cold and changeable, Mine
is everlasting; and, because of My· everlasting love, I have drawn thee'
with the cords of My love to Myself, and made thee a vessel of mercy;
and thou art Mine."
And then ~ve want the assumnce of OU1' salvation-to feel that we are
safe in Christ, and that amidst the ever-cllanging circumstances of time
and the increasing decay of the tenement we inhabit. We want to feel
that our feet are upon the Rock-that we are not sliding, like millions,
·down the stream of time into the abyss of everlasting destruction.
Oh, we a1'e anxious-we a1'l~ thoughtful! Eternity is ever in our
thoughts, and wc Cl'ave to be assured that the Lord is preparing us
for it.
But, beloved, with all our fears' and mistrust, yet have we not in
some measure the assurance scaled home by the power of the Spirit
that we are saved-that our God will bring us home to glory 1 We
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can point to Scriptural tokens of thilJ-all.importl\.ut fn.ats-and sing,
"Oh, to grace how' groat a' debtoll I "
Ah! and lwe wctnt tlwt W01'k of gl race ca1'1'i~d on i
.oj the' Holy Spirit. We feel so to languish and got I
of God. The world seems to' come in, with its i rUlJhing t,orront of care,
and divine things are only realized in sips by the way. OH, for more
of the drawings from the fulness of a precious Ohrist-thoso Howings
into,the soul which refresh, comfert, and strengtJhen U6 I 'NI) Med
them' ever flowing, for the grace' of the past 'will not do' f011 t)l
need of the present.
"Give' us th'is day our' daily ,breau" must
be our cry. There is no satisfaction in anything of a worldly
character. There is every satisfaction in the divine communioations
from above we have referred to. Oh, visit us, dear Lord, with th
joys of Thy salvation, and favour, us with the favour Thuu bearcat
unto Thy people!
And then we want the unfoldings of God's Wonl, that we may.1'eacl the
Scriptures tcith joy. It is the Father's will to His children. We want
to read our interest therein, and to use the treasures it contains for us.
The Bible is our God's bountiful way of communicating His purposes
and plans to His people. It tells them everything they need. Every
word, as it were, is an inspired· volume; and, if we cannot understand some things in it, that is just because we are. ignorant, and in
need of divine enlightenment. The truth is the same. Oh, how we
should make it the companion of our lives-the thing we need
·every moment-if we drank more deeply into the fact that the
Bible is God's voice, telling us all we need, and supplying that need
for our eternal good and His glory.
. Further, we want that gracious privilege of union and communion with a
precious C/wist more realized. It is so fraught with comfort-such a
stay' to our souls-to know we are united to Omnipotency-no failure
possible. 'Nhen we have "no might," He remains the Almighty One.
I would not give a straw for a religion that knows little 01' nothing
of union and communion. with Christ. This is the quintessence of my
religion, and I would not be without it fpr all the world calls good
and great. Talking and walking with God, and holding fellowship
and communion with Jesus, is an inestimable privilege, Oh, that
you and I, dear reader, may realize more of this cheer in our pilgrim days!
Again, we want a lively apprehension oj our acceptance in Christ.
We
want so to grasp this fact, that we are kept loo1cin.1J eLl the Head,
because in Him we "have all things and abound." 'Ve want so to cast
,the eye of faith upward as that we recognize Jesus as our All-ah!
.and so our All that He meets every exigency of the soul, every need
of every member of His mystical body. "Accepted in the Beloved."
Horein is our God well pleased. It is the meeting-place He has Himself ordained, and the meeting-place our Saviour has Himself ensured.
Oh, then, to have a lively comprehension of such an acceptance,
which must bring peace and joy" My soul, ask what thou wilt;
Thou canst not be too bold;
Since His own blood for thee is spilt,
What else can He withhold 1" .
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And then I am sure 'LV~ desire to walk as becometh those u;/'o veal' the
1WIIW of Christians-followe1's of Clwist. Delivered from the darkness of
Sill, wo would have our lights burning, testifying of Him who has
done so much for us, and who is the Object of our love. I am porfectly certain the true child of God will be anxious so to walk as that,
he never dishonours the name of Jesus-never tarnishes the Chl'istilHl.
character.
Thus, beloved, wo namo some of our wants; but do we not, find that,
our wants are legion 9 And yet, though this be so, such is the fulllcss.
of Christ, that, brother 01' sister in Christ" lleyond thine utmost wants
His love and power can bless;
To praying souls He always grants
More' than they can express."

Another very blessed feature of waiting at a throne of grace, is that
we never wait ,in vain. True, our prayers may not seem to be answered
in the way and at the time we would have it; and possibly some of
our requests never will be answered, hecause the Lord soes bost to
withhold them. And this is a lesson we have need to leal'l1-tlmt His
withholdings are blessings in uisguise. But He is a God hearing nod
a God answering prayer.
Never shall I forget an illst,ance of this in one's own family. Vn
of our dear boys was taken very ill, and erysipelas showed itself 011
the neck and face, it being deemed a critical tim~ when the fiery
eruption passed over his brain. We had travelled a distance to see
him; and, when by his bed-side, he said to his anxious mother,
"Mother, ask father to pray for me. The prayers of a righteous man
avail much with God." We did pray for the dear boy as well as a
broken-down heart woulU allow. The Lord did answer that prayer,
and our dear one was restored, and has grown to manhood.
We could recount many personal instances of this gracious fact, but,
we prefer pointing to the Word of God; and, if our young friends
want a subject; for thought and meditation, I should recommend them
to turn to the Bible, and trace out the many instances at signal anslVe~
to prayer whieh Old Testament and New Testament saints wero favoureR
with. The same in aU ages of the Church's history. A long list could
easily be furnished of such men as RUTHERFORD, HUNTINGl'ON, MAJ1.l'YN,
and MULLll:R.
Another feature of our approaches to "the throne of grace" is, the.
diditulty ~ften experienced of ordering our cause before Goel, and putting
our desires in suitable and becoming language. If this is felt, we can
only repeat, what we think we have before expressed-Pmy the Psalms.
I have been strllck with how their language breathes for us our heartfelt desires, and olot,hes, as it were, those desires in expressions suitable
to present to OUt' God. '1'0 our mind, without undervaluing the inestimable wording of the Ohurch of England's Book of Prayer, after all,
the best Book of Prayer is the Bible-of course, sealed home by the
power of the Spirit, and experimentally realized. It is inspired language,
and must afford spiritual help to those who have not merely to pray
for themselves, but to bo the mouthpiece before God for others,
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se sight of the fact of tho hllllt l'I·liYOI'.1\
all, namely, wo hlwo an Advocate on high-J'esns, who OV(\I' IiVt'
make intercession for His people; and we feel, OVOII with
and faltering IIttel'ances, that, if in spirit they arc poul'llCl out, He will
perfume them in His own most precious blood, whioh hi till;
those blessings gained from 11 the throne of grace."
Do you follow us, dear reader 1 I am sure you do if you, with Ilo,
feel your poverty, unworthiness, emptiness, and need.
But, beloved, we must draw to a close, for really tho 8ubjt'lOL ~Wl\
upon us, Q,nd that because "the throne of grace" is the 08flOtlLIAl dI'
Christian life. One thought more, namely, the time is fast approaohln
with elich of us personally when, p'recious as "the throne of graoo" ill,
it will no longer be needed, for the throne of gmce will be eXc!UJ,n!Jf,t
jor the throne of glory-earth lost in oblivion, heaven rising to view in
all its grandeur and splendour-but not as a dream, but a reality t
be realized and enjoyed. Oh, joyous prospect"There is labour here, and the weary onc
Sighs that the toil is not yet done;
But a voice from home fills the balmy air,
'The woary ones are all resting there.' "

,

But, even with the prospect of the throne of glory, what a clinging
to earth there is with most of us! If the ques.tion were put to us,
'3.nd we really brought to the test, whether we would at once die, or
be spared on earth a few years longer, it is a question, with our surroundings and feelings, whother we should not crave the latter. There
is this matter and the other concern we do not wish to leave as they
are, and we think of the wonderful things we cn,n do, if the Lord
would spare our lives a little longer. And then, mixed with this
feeling, there is also the natural llren,d of death and its solemn attendants. We, after all, are cowards, with all our cravings for spiritual
things, and longing to be with J'osus. Still, the Lord's time is the
best time, and there we must leave it. *
But, in concluding, let us glance n,t what we have thought together
<CIf that sweet spot where the child of God loves to creep, and pour out
his soul's desires before his God. See, we have at the onset thought
of how we ought to approach our God-not thoughtlessly nor lightly,
but with reverence, and the recognition of His divine character.
Reverence and adoration of spirit should ever be our attitude at "the
throne of grace." And yet, while this is the case, we have pointed
to the secret of coming boldly to the throne-just because Jesus, our
great High Priest, is there, "touched with the feeling of our infirmities,"
and having fulfilled everything needful for our complete salvation.
With such considerations, then, wc have seen how our utterances should
be sn,turated with praise for our salvation and for the countless mercies
continually received; and also that, if a man knows anything of his
own heart, he will feel that he can only approach God, in all His
purity and holiness, as sinful dust. Then we have dwelt upon the
---------------------------

Of How exactly is this the state of our own mind o~ the opening day of our
seventy-third year! We can so thoroughly endorse wllat our dear brother has
here expressed.-En.
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only way to the Father-through Jesus, "the Way, the Truth, and the
Life." "There is none other name given under heaven whereby we
can be saved;" and no other way to either "the throne of grace" or
the throne of glory. Then we have noted how one word expresses our
true experience at the throne, namely, "wants "-ever full of wants,
the result of the new creation,in Christ; such, for instance, as the
endearments of a Saviour's love; the assurance of our salvation j the
work of grace carried on in our hearts by the power of the Holy
Spirit; the unfoldings of God's Word, that wc may read the Scriptures
to our comfort, edification, and joy; the privilege of union and communion with Jesus realized; a lively apprehension of our acceptance
in Christ, and an earnest desire that our walk should be consistent
with our profession. Do those wants fit into your experience, dear
reader ~ God be praised if it be so. And then we have pointed to
some features of waiting at "the throne of grace," namely, that we
shall never wait in vain. Our prayers may seem not to be answered,
but withholdings, as well as givings, are in wisdom and love.
r was thinking, the other day, how I desire to manifest this trait
in my character-always to do the thing that is kind-and then I thought,
"What failure!" But carry the thought to "the throne of graco," and
here we have the Great Ono always doing the thing that is /cincl-kinc1
in His withholdings as much as in His givings.
Then another feature referred to is, the difficulty of ordering our
cause before God, and approaching Him with .becoming language; and
have recommended, where this is felt, to pl'W!} ,the Psalms j and, lastly,
have reminded members of the one. struggling, wrestling, praying family
that "the throne of grace" w.ill soon be exchanged for the throne of
glory.
I trust our meditation will be accompanied by the divine blessing,
and bring glory to our precious Redeemer. Oh, when the Lord gives.
us a little lifting up at "the throne of grace," our souls are fired and
full; but, when He seems to withhold the light of His countenance,
what poor, miserable, depressed, empty things we are! May He bless.
the wait,ing one at His throne; and we say to such, wait on, wrestle
on, and"In thy life's toil, rich or simple,
Weave truth NlJith trust."

Bu?'ion-on-Trent.

,G. C.
LIGHT .AT LAST-!
Itt -evening time it shall be

"It shall come to 'pass, that

~ght.''

xiv. 7.
" AT evening time 'let there be light," , At evening time let'there 'be'light,
My soul asks of her Lord.;
, -'When earth Tecedes from ·~iew ;
" At evening time there shall be light, ," At evening time there shall,be.Jight,.
For I make ~ll things new."
According to _My £word. "
ZEOH'AIUAH

At evening time let thel!e 'be light,
When death's dark shades appear;
" At evening time there shall be light,
My presence ,also near."

Ipswich.

I

At evening time let there beJight,
Bright sunset may it '-be;
" At evening time there shall be light
'Of immottali~y."
iA.. C.
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iJil;9rirn ittl1trs.
DEW-DROPS.

" Whereforc also we pmy always for you, that our God 1VOltld cowd yOlt
wo1'thy of this cLtlling, and fu1ji1 all the good pleasure of His goodness, and
the wade of faith with powe?': that the name of ou?' Lord Jesus Ch?'ist
mCLY be glorified in you, and ye in Him, according to .the ,qrace of our
Gael and the Lord Jesus Clwist."-2 THESSALONIANS i. H, 12.
PAUL is quite certain that the class whom he is addres~illg,and for
whom he prays that "our God would count you worthy of this
calling," are amongst the happy company "in God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ;" and he is praying for further blessings for
them, so that He in them might be glorified. How plainly Paul
sought the glory of his divine Master! Look at these words-" that
our God would count you worthy, . . . and fulfil all the good pleasure of
His goodness, and the work of faith with power: that the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and ye in Him,
according to the grace of 01U' God and the Lord Jesus Christ." Does
he not give Him all the glory of "this calling," and trace all the
grace in us up to the Fountain of all grace and glory 1
Let us look for a few moments on, first, God's goodness-" that our
God would count you worthy of this calling;" secondly, God's faithfulness-" and fulfil all the good pleasure of His goodness, and the
work of faith with power;" and then, thirdly, God's gI01'y-" that
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you."
Gael's .fJoodtness! When shall we end telling of His loving-kindness
and goodness 1
" Through every period of my life
Thy goodness I'll pursue;
And, after death, in distant worlds
The glorious theme renew,"

Oh, the mertY that has been manifested in calling such a vile
wretch from nature's darkness and death into wondrous light and
life! Surely none but a sovereign God, who has thus begun the
good work in us, could carry.it on, .and "perform it to the day of
Jesus Christ." Kone but our beloved Master would endure with such
patient long-suffering the waywardness and shortcomings of His
children. Must He not often be disappointed .in us-that trees of His
planting should yield so little pleasant fruit 1 Just as the Israelites of old,
so wondrously brought up .out of Egypt, we, too, often turn again
our faces toward that dark land instead of 'to "Zion, with their faces
thitherward." He sees it; He knows our hearts. He alone knows
how tenaciously we cling to anything of an earthly character; .and,
in His goodness and mercy, stirs us up-teaches .us the instability of
our most stable holds below-iand, by trials, afflictions, or some allwise ordering of His ,providence, C1.tuses .us to "set our affections on
things above;" and thus Herfuliils in us, His ,children, "all the good
pleasure of HiB goodne~s."
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And then the depth of mercy in being able to trace His goodness
in us all through the journey! Can we trace one bit of our ownl
Can 'we talk of any of ou]' goodness from day to day 1 His goodness
in making choice of us from all eternity; His goodness in justifying
us freely from our sins; His goodness in bringing us into the family
of God's children, and teaching us how to cry unto Him as "Abba,
my Father;" His goodr..ess in every-day forgiveness, passing by our
oft-repeated sins; His goodness in redeeming us by His blood, an,l
making us "kings and priests unto God;" and His goodness in
preserving us, keeping ns, and giving us the earnest of the Spirit in
our hearts that He is ours and we are His; and, at last, bringing
us home to glory.
God's faithfttlness. Oh, to rest more npon His faithfulness-to trust
Him not only as the Author, but also the Finisher of faith-amI
believe that, as surely as He has begun, so will He carry on the
good work in us. The Apostle prays that "God would count you
worthy, and fulfil all the good pleasure of His goodness, and the work
of faith with power," knowing that, unless our faithful, covenantkeeping God kept us, and fulfilled all goodness and faith in us, we
should utterly fail.
But" I will not fail thee nor forsake thoe" is
still the promise to each of His weak and trembling ones. He does
He will ever carry out all His
and will fulfil all thy desires.
promises. He will keep thee. How blessed to realize this amidst all
our failings! "God is faithf~tl; " and, though our faith at times
may be feeble, and we unable to trace God's all-supporting grace
and direction, yet He ever abideth so, and will do to the end.
And then we come to God's glo]'y-" that the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ may be glorified in you."
Notice the titles here
given, and in such divine order too: "Lord "-my Master, who has
all power and authority to exercise His will over me; my "Lord," who
has indisputable right to govern me and mine. Then" Jesus," my
Saviour, who has saved me from death and hell, saved me from my
sins, saved me all through my life, and will save me to the end.
Then "Christ," the anointed One. "Arise, let us anoint Him, for
this is He," is surely spoken of a Greater than "David, the son of
Jesse."
Now, class them together in their divine order-"Lord Jesus Christ"
-my Master, my Saviour, mine Anointed One-and then, beloved, if
thus you know Him, may you also be enabled to realize that, as He
is, so are ye in this world; and that what He is in glory, so will
ye also be partakers of, as one with Him in eternal union. Oh, to
glorify Him more in our lives! Each day reminds us how rapidly
this little while of time is passing; and, at the close of each day,
the regret of the writer is, alas! "How have I glorified God to-day J
What have I done that can have been well-pleasing in His sight, or
acceptable to Him as God-glorifying 1" But, if His glory is our
constant aim, it leads us to be ever seeking His guidance, grace, and
goodness; and He who does assuredly fulfil all the desires of them
that seek Him, will make all things abound unto them as shall be for
their good and His glory, that the abundant thanksgiving of many
R.
might redound to the glory of God.
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JOYFULNESS.
" Unto ail pai'ience and long-s'l~ffe1'ing with joyfulrwss." -COLOSSIANS i. 11.
"WITH joyfulness!" \Vhen suffering, or in trial, of whatever sort we may
be, to be patient is hard; -and, if we are so in a small measure, we
think, perhaps, we deserve credit-but "with joyfulness," that seems
too much to expect from poor, suffering mortals. But He who guided
the Apostle's pen lmoweth our frame and all our trials, and yet He
says, "with joyfulness," and He never gives a command that cannot be
obeyed. St. James tells us to "count it all joy" when we fall into
divers temptations; and, again, "We count them happy that endure "very different from the world's idea o[ happiness!
Per'haps some, one who reads these lines may say, "vVell, it is very
plain the writer knows nothing about suffering, or would not write
thus. How is it possible to be joyful in pain or trial 1 " In human
nature it is not possible, but "with God all things are possihle." And
what saith the Scripture 1 "Rejoice in the Lord alway." "The joy of
the Lord is your strength." "Sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing." Notwithstanding all our trials, there is a hidden joy in those who are partakers
of the divine nature which outward circumstances cannot take av(ay;
and, though often we may "be in heaviness through manifold temptations," and joy seems far out of reach, we must turn for it to the
God of hope, who alone can "fill us with all joy and peace in
believing;" and in Him we can rejoice in the midst of suffering-not
in the pain, but the knowledge that all is sent by a loving Father
as a token of His love. In the prison the Apostles rejoiced and sang
praises, though their backs were bleeding and their feet firm in the
stocks, every movement giving them pain. David said, "I will bless
the Lord at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth; "
and surely David knew, if anyone did, the trials of the Christian
life. Whatever our troubles may be, if we turn to the Book of
Psalms, we are sure to find a verse to suit our case, showing how
varied the trials through which he had passed; and thus he was able
to comfort others "by the comfort wherewith he was comforted of
God;" and yet e\'en he could say, "I will bless the Lord at all
times."
Again, Habakkuk says, "Although the fig tree shall not blossom,
neither shall fruit be in the vines," &c., "yet I will rejoice in the
Lord; I will joy in the God of my salvation." Even in the midst
of famine and the loss of earthly things his joy would not fail,
for it was centred in the unfailing One, the God of his salvation;
and, if we ohtain our joy from the same Source, we, too, will be
enabled to rejoice, even in tribulation, if it is the means used by
aliI' heavenly Father to conform us to His own image, knowing that
our "light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us
a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory."
Then it will
be all "joy and gladness," and sorrow and sighing will have gone
for ever. Blessed prospect for the poor, tried, and suffering child
of God!
Let us, then, try, even now, to have our thoughts so
fixed on that home that we'" shall forget the trials of the way," or at
least strive to live above them, looking off unto Jesus, and go on our
p
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way rejoicing in His unchanging love, knowing that He will make" all
things" work together for our good, and "with joyfulness" endure fot'
a little time, "as seeing Him who is invisible," until that happy day
when we shall behold His face in righteousness, and be satisfied
therewith.
S. E.
"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY?"
LESSONS OF THE STILL-ROOM AND FURNACE.

"Coals we1'C kindled by 'it."-PSALM xviii. 8.
How very striking the c0ntrast! "There went up a smoke out of
His nostrils, and fire out of His mouth devoured: coals were kindled
by it." Many a colon in the Scriptures marks it similar discriminating
truth. The same fire devours some, and kindles a flame to warm
others. Oh, for this fire, breathed from His mouth upon one who is
significantly set forth as "coal." "Look to the hole of the pit whence
ye are digged" (Isa. li. 1). As black naturally, and, in this condition,
out of nature's pit, only communicating defilement to those who touch
or come in any contact with such earthliness; but only let the Holy
Ghost, the fi1'e of His mouth C" He shall baptize you with the Holy
Ghost and with fire j " "He breathed on them and said, Receive ye the
Holy Ghost"), breathe on this mass of coal to kindle it, and the
heavenly flame shall assuredly warm others too"Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove,
With all Thy quickening powers;
Kindle a flame of sacred love
In these cold hearts of ours."

The coal we kindle must burn out j but the "fire out of His mouth"
"shall ever be burning upon the altar j it shall never go out. It shall
not be put out" (Lev. vi. 12, 13). No power of men or devils can
quench this fire divine, and the "many waters" of tribulation cannot
quench love thus kindled.
Sweet thought, too, that this live "coal" touches the lips and
counteracts that world of iniquity, "set on fire of hell," that J ames
spaaks of. See J ames iii. 5, 6, in striking contrast with Isaiah vi. 6, 7,
where the purged lips carry the Lord's message immediately-a
savour both of death and life.
Many have wondered who kindled the fin of coals in John xxi. 9.
In the light of this other word, does there not seem a significance as
to the kindling preparation of heavenly food? Certainly tho tongues of
fire accompanying the rushing mighty wind, in Acts ii. 3, kindled coals
that were to glow with divine heat, and warm multitudes, to kindle
in fresh coal, "added to," and becoming one fire, tho.t has not been
put out in eighteen centuries, nor will go out even when the great
conflagration burns earth up; and then this fire, "onfolding itself," will
be still burning in "brightness as amber" before the throne.
Lord, touch 'my lips with fire out of Thy mouth I Let me be all aglow
to warm many oold ones, ever burning upon that altar which sanctifieth
the gift (Matt. xxiii. 19), permeated with heavenly love and divine
fervour, communicated fl'om Thy mouth.
Leicester.
MAny.
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'J'J L1~ P1UVJLJ~ E OF FA)(I'II,
"Faith 'is the 8ub,~tWICO of thinus 11 cl./or, th
Without faith 'it ill ill"lIORSiblo to JIl ,~IJ Gall, for h
,<nntst believo thclt j[e is, ft)uZ tlmt 11 • it newardryr
seek Him."-Hltllltl':Wfi xi. J, 0,
f
THIS reward <1008 1I0t J'ofor Lo Olll' morits, but to the freo l'l'ClIlli
-God, as ~ivou Lo Abl'l\.h111O, tho fi~Lhol' of all the faithflll.
Faith 18 tho koy whoroby tho treasures which are ill
-opened unto us; the hand WhOl'oby wo apprehend Christ; the eyo whor(lhy
we see the invisible 'things of God; the mouth whereby wo rocoiv
<the seed of salvation, the pledgo of Our eternal inheritance, tho oo.l'IIoet
of our peace with God, the seal of onr election; the ladder wbel'oby
we certainly and safely ascend np to heaven; the shield of our soul;
the sword whereby we wound i1nd beat our enemies; the token of
(lur union with Ohrist; tho bo.1\d whoreby we are united to Him; after
which blessed union we hn.vo eommunion with Him. .Justification,
,adoption, sanctificl1tion, 1\1'0 tho benefits or fruits which arise from
saving faith. Faith, liko every other grace, is a free gift, for "from
Him," that is, God, 11 all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just
works do proceed."
Faith is the crodit which a renewed mind gives to the things of
God, under tho divino drawing of the Spirit. It is not grounded upon
frames and feelings, but upon God's gracious promises, goodness, and
,truth. Wo /:lhoultl ellcourage oursolves to strive against doubts, and
pray that GOt! would send forth the i::lpirit of His Sou into our hearts,
crying, "Abba, Fl1ther!" And this Spirit will "bear witness with our
spirit thl1t wo 0.1'0 the chiluren of God." The word of grace is, "Believe
on the Lord J caus Ohrist, and thou shalt be sl1ved."
Believe what?
'Why, that Ohriat hath obtained sl11 vation for us j for "through Him
we are justified from all things." Tu believe th~t our sins I1re forgiven
in and through Ohrist is an experience which no awakened sinner will
rest satisfied without; for," being justified by faith, we have peace with
God, through our Lord Jesus Ohrist." The stronger our faith, the
firmer and sweeter is our union witll Ohrist, and the more comfortab-Ie
,our communion with Him, and by which we obtain from Him more
strength to kill, or crucify, our inbred corruptions. As an old divine
has said, "Fulness of fitith increaseth fulness of peace and joy." The
firmer our faith, the more free is our access to the throne of grace,
laying claim to the promises and resting upon them, knowing that God
cannot deceive. l"aith is the groundwork of a gouly life. We should
ever seck to know more of God, for those who know Him best will
tmst Him best. J311t to doubt of God's mercy because our faith is
feeble, is rattler to rely upon our faith thl1n upon what Ohrist hath
-done for us, for not faith, but Ohrist receiveu by faith, saves us.
The mysteries of faith are so profound that, in this life, we cannot
,attain unto the understanding of them fully and perfectly, and wc
have need to pray daily that the eyes of our mind may be opened.
And here wc would remark that the strongest faith hath infirmities,
under which it groans, and is subject to temptations on the right hand
,and on the left, even strong temptl1tions, and in one and the sallle
p
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believer; :lull is sometimes great and strong, at another time weak and!
inHl'ln- stronger often in a great assault, and weaker in ,t less. But,
if the gift of faith be once, through the love of God in Christ, planted
in Lhe heart, there it remains till lost in sight of Him before the thronewho shall say, "Behold, I make all things new" (Rev. xxi. 5-8).
Vve must ever remember, faith that is not well planted by the HolyGhost can neither soundly receive nor firmly hold Christ, but will, by
the allurements of the world, the lust of the flesh, and assaults of
Satan, be easily overturned. If the heart be taken up with worldly
delights, Satan 'rill continue his reign there; but, when true faith enters,
Satan is driven out. Again we say, the measure of faith is not equal
to all, even as all ground does not yield the same, but some thirty,
some a hundred-fold. The seat of faith is the heart, which must be
humbled and hate sin, for "with the heart man believeth." And this
faith is not ()Jlly a knowledge, or assent in the mind, but a godly
affection in the will, which will rest upon, or in, Christ, and so lean
on Him as one would le,1n upon a stafF.
It is well for us again and again to <.;onsider what excellent things
God hath promised to them that believe. It is our heart's desire
that, if any should read these words who, it may be, have hitherto been
careless and indifferent upon this subject, they might, by God's grace,
be stirred up to ask of Him that precious gift of saving faiLh. And,
when it is bestowed, it should be esteemed the richest jewel. Faith
needs constant feeding on the Word of God, that it may increase and
bring forth fruit. How often is the greatest faith given to them who
have to undergo the greatest combats, as also for encouragement to
others. \Ve do not acquire more salvation by it, but our weaker
brethren are comforted and helped; and truly the weakest believer is a
lively member of Christ, as well, as one who is strongest in faith, for
we must not forget it is bestowed, not merited. Yea, and a strong
believer will at times be overcome under a small temptation, and a weak
one will ride through valiantly, to teach us that the strong must not
be careless, nor the weak dismayed. We must ever bear in mind how
much of the old Adam still remains in us, therefOle should we be diligent
"nd watchful, praying for the help of that blessed Spirit who alone
can keep us from falling. God does not always answer our prayers
at once, or in the way we expected. Sometimes He delays in order to
try our faitl). It behoves us to wait His time j but cry more fervently
we assuredly shall, if we really feel our need of what we pray for; and
"true love will no denial take." Remission of sins and peace of
conscience are favours worth waiting for.
Some persons there are who think they trust in Christ-yet so feebly
that they discern not the certainty of their state, nor the stability of
God's promises-who cannot assure themselves that they believe, are
soon discouraged in time of trouble, and ready to faint .if help
come not speedily. To such· we would say, in l.tU affection, "Pmy
without ceasing," and give the Lord "no rest" until more light, love,
and liberty be realized (Isa. 1. 10 j lxii. 7). Seek to find out the sin
that possibly m:ty be the hindrance to the comfort and peace you desire.
Be it remembered that a tnw believer, though never so weak, possesses
Christ, with all His benefits; yet, if he grow not, nor increase, he ia
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Tunable to fight manfully against his corruptions and m<1nifold infirmities;
for, as the branch cannot bear fruit. except it abide in the vino, neither
·can we overcome evil, except we abide in Christ, for of ourselves we
can do no good thing.
It is good to trust in the Lord, and to wait upon Him. Be not
·content with a denial of what God has to give. Remember the
history of the judge and the importunate widow in Luke xviii. Our
faith is often deepened by denials and difficulties; and, though things
,seem to go clean contrary, the great remedy is, wrestle in pmyer.
Beg of Him to whom all power belongs to confirm and carry on
-every good work in you. Although the sentence of pardon granted
shall never be reversed, for the love of God to His children is
unchangeable, yet remember, God will have the wlwle heart or none;
<'tnd, if we follow the way of the world, mixing much with the ungodly,
'" who are of the earth, earthly," and are not careful in avoiding
"every appearance of evil," we shall not realize joy and peace in
believing. The nign of sin cannot stanrl with the state of gr<tce.
Upright walking is necessary, although not the cause of our justification.
Believers may fall into siu through infirmity of the flesh, and want
·of watchfulness and prayer; but we cannot sin cheaply, for sadness and
sorrow of heart are sure to follow-yea, the "rod for the fool's back"
If by some means we grieve a dear friend, what sorrow it causes
us, and how glad are we to do anything in our power to regain that
~ffection which had existed! And shall we not be greatly discomforted
~nd mourn over those sins which have made our heavenly Father hide
His face from us ~ Indeed, if renewed by the Spirit of God, we shall
(Isa. viii. 17; Psa. xxx. 7). If we have only a superficial faith, we
shall not mourn greatly for sin, nor strive against it, nor feel the
importance of going daily-aye, and often hourly-to the Lord to beg
of Him to blot out our transgressions, so deeply rooted is sin in our
nature, and so utterly unable do we feel ourselves to crucify our
:inordinate affections, or restore the image of God in us. Hence, our
blessed Redeemer lovingly said, "Look unto Ne, and be ye ,saved."
He only can do it. May we, then, rest entirely upon the free and
unmerited mercy of God, through Christ, for salvation.
Faith is ever hungry, sensible of want and emptiness; and will not
he satisfied without heavenly food; and faith is the life of the soul.
It is good that we should acquaint ourselves familiarly with God's
Word, that we may, by the Holy Spirit's help, have it for direction
and comfort in time of need-Psalm xciv. 19, for instance-and
the Apostle Paul says, "Let the 'Wurd of Christ dwell in you
ifichly," &c. (001. iii. 16). We are not by unwatchfulness to run into
sin and danger, and expect God to work a miracle by delivering us
Qut of it, for He does not always send His angels to open prison
doors, or shut the mouths of lions, for sin is sure to entail s'uJfe1'ing.
Now, true faith excludes all conceit of merit in ourselves, and
receives pardon as a free gift-enables us to embrace the Gospel and
discover the goodness there is in God and in His Word-for whatever
grace there is in Christ, it is made ours by faith. Our faith may
be assailed, but not overcome. On the contrary, "This is the victory
that overcometh the world, even our faith."
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Among all the gifts of God; faith is the most profitable, "having
promise of this life, and that which is to come;" and, since our sal vation is the work of Jesus Christ, how can we doubt it 1 All whom
He has purchased shall and m1tst be His. If we mourn over our
want of faith, it is a sign of the new birth, for there is no panting 01'
breathing in a dead body; and, in our state· by nature, we are
prone to think we have faith, and many other good things, because
we are spiritually blind.
Faith is called "the evidence of things not seen," i.e., not to
sense or natural reason. What said our blessed Saviour to Simon
Peter 1 "Flesh and blood hath not revealed this unto theo, but the
Holy Ghost." Oh, that we may be enlightened by the same blessed
Spirit, that we may rightly judge and firmly receive all the promisos
of God, and be made partakers of them! May we seek to have more
frequent communion with God through Christ, notwithstanding our
utter unworthiness, remembering that the greater our sins, the more need
of God's mercy, for misery is the object for mercy. The promise of
God should be sufficient, knowing He will fulfil it.
One great cause of unbelief is ignorance of God.
Hence
the Psalmist says, "Those that know Thee will trust in Thee."
When we feel our faith is weak, let us "look to Jesus," who is the
Author and Finisher of it. Nothing is so glorious to God, nothing so
profitable to us, as to fully believe in God the Son, Jesus Christ.
True faith has a hope of glory, in due time to be revealed, which is
strong consolation, enabling its possessor to "endure the cross, despising
the shame."
When we are freed from sin, we are bound to the obedience of
the Gospel, though we are, through the mercy of God, free from
the condemnation of the law; and faith, which knits us to Christ,
will lead us into holiness of life. "Hold up my goings," &c., says
the Psalmist. As believers stand by the grace of God, so it is of·
God they know their standing. It is God who sealeth our inheritance,
and maketh us to read the sealing. In God's Word, all those to whom
faith is given are called "new creatures," for they are "born again;"
or Christ's sheep, for He is their "Shepherd;" "beloved of God"-" We
love Him because He first loved us;" "saints," for the Holy Spirit.
sanctifies them; "brethren," for Christ says He is not ashamed to·
call them His brethren; the "elect of God, chosen in Christ before·
the foundation of the world," all of whom, in due time, are brought.
to feel themselves lost sinners; and such Jesus came down from.
heaven to seek out and to save, and none of them will He ever
leave or forsake, for they are" graven upon the palms of His hands."
He wiII guide them with His counsel, and afterwards receive them into
glory.
In the meantime, may we "search the Scriptures," "prove all
things; hold fast that which is good; abstain from all appearance
of evil; and may the very God of peace sanctify us wholly;" and.
may He grant that our "whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved
blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Faithful is.
He that caIleth us, who also wiII do it. Brethren, pray for us."

Cockjield.

C. B.
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FIRE.
I WAS sitting one wintry day before my bright, comfortable firc, and musing
on the goodness of God in giving me this as well as all other mercies,
and there came the thought of the numerous times fire is mentioned in
the Word of Gael. There was "the flaming sword which turned every
way to keep the way of the tree of life.:" the burning bush: "Behold
the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed j " the fiery
law at Sinai; the fire used for the sacrifices j and the fire on the altar
that was never to go out. The prophet Jeremiah compares the Word of
God to a fire in his bones. "Our God is a coneuming fire; " and there
are n'lany other passages in the Scriptures where fire is mentioned; but
the verse I should like to dwell on is, "He is like a refiner's fire: He
shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver" (Mal.
iii. 2, 3). It is by the power of the Word He melts and purifies the
heart: " Ye have purified your hearts through obeying the truth
through the Spirit." While the fire of the Word burns within, purity
is preserved in heart, lip, and conversation; and, as an old divine says,
"It is by the fire of the Word He can burn up our selfishness, our
love of the world, our hateful pride and self-righteousness, our unholy thoughts j not an actual absolute consumption of them-that is not
God's appointed way j but a real burning up for the time of the
aliment (so to speak) of all these things." Then there are the fiery
trials and temptations of Satan, which he puts before us and takes
advantage of if we are unwatchful and careless j and, again, those
fires Goel suffers His people to be purified and refined by, in the
inward strong conflict which they have in their hearts. Ah! this,
as Newtoll says, "is the time of conflict, not of enjoyment j " but we
must ever remember whose fire it is, and under whose superintendence. The blessed Refiner knows how hot to make the furnace. Look at
His position: He sits by while His gold, His silver, His jewels are
in the fire, and He knows when to make hot, and wheR to extinguish
it, and when to take them out of the furnace, when His purposes
have been fulfilled. Dare we then question His wisdom, kindness, or
love ~ He is watching His gold, and will not lose an atom of it;
but the dross must be burnt up. If you go to a silversmith, he would
tell y0U, "I must sit with my eye steadily fixed on the furnace, for
if the time necessary for refining be exceeded in the slightest degree,
the silver is sure to be injured."
Blessed Jesus! when Thy children are in the furnace, is not Thine
eye upon them, intent on the work of purifying, and Thy wisdom
and love both engaged in the best manner for them ~ It is a
fact that, in the process of purifying, the refiner only knows that the
pro6ess is complete when he can see his own image reflected in the
metal. Beautiful figure! Our Saviour sits at the mouth of the furnace,
and there He waits-ah! many a long year has He waited. No
patience short pf His could ever have borne with us so long, through
all our changes, weE,kne~ses, and hardness of heart. Oh, the forHe has
bearance and long-suffering of our covenant-kGeping God!
waited for the blessed moment in which the dross is to be severed
and His work :lccomplished, and when His image is seen He will
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quench the fire, quiet the flame, and take the gold out of the
furnace, and the sons of Levi, and Levi Himself, shall rejoice
together throughout a never-ending eternity.
" Oh, gloriou~ hour! oh, blest abode!
I shall be near and like my God;
And flesh and sin no more control
The sacred pleasures of the soul."

F.
COWPER'S HOUSE, OLNEY.
THE residence of WILLIAM COWPER, poet, is, and has been for many
years, in my possession, and may be visited, by permission of the
tenant, at any reasonable hours, by those who are interested in the
associations connected with it. It was at this house that CUWPER
resided from October 14, 1767, to November 15, 1786-a longer
term, as he himself tells us, than he spent in any other dwelling.
While there he issued the first and second volumes of his poems.
It was there that he set up his portable printing press, and there
that he amused himself by painting the surrounding scenery. He
wrote "The Task," "John Gilpin," and other works in this house;
and it was while he was living here that the first edition of the
"Olney Hymns," the joint production of poet and divine, was sent
forth "as a monument to perpetuate the remembrance of an intimate
and endeared friendship "-the friendship with NEWTON, to be with
whom he went to Olney in the first instance. Strangely enough,
the "Olney Hymns," as a collection, are not now used at Olney.
Those who remember the tribute paid by ROBERT HALL to COWPER
as a letter-writer, describing his correspondence as the finest specimens
of the epistolary style in our language, may be interested in knowing
that the first letter written by him after his arrival at Olney was to
JOSEPH HILL, whom he afterwards addressed in the lines commencing,
"Dear Joseph, five-and-twenty years ago." It was during his stay at
Olney that he wrote, in 17t15, to one of his correspondents, "I am
going to tell you a great secret--it is a great secret, that you must
not tell even to your cat-I am making a new translation of Homer."
It was there, too, that he kept the hares, Puss, Tiney, and Bess
(Puss dying on March 9th, 1786). It is well known that COWPER'S
object in residing at Olney was to be near his friend, JOHN NEWTON,
the intimate character of their acquaintance being shown by COWPER'S
remark that they were seldom separated for seven hours at a time
when awake. Cowper described the public functionaries of Olney as
consisting of "One parson, one poet, one bellman, one crier," his own
position being further indicated by the line, "And the poor poet is
the only squire."
Hornsey, Middlesex.
W. H. COLLINGRIDGE.
PRAYER is a strong wall, and a fort to the Church. It is the
Christian's weapon, which no man knoweth or findeth but he who
has the Spirit of grace and supplication.-Luther.
I
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SERMON PREACHED IN ST. LUKE'S CHURCH, BEDMINSTEU,
BY THE REV. W. H. PAINTER, CURATE, APRIL

1 GnI, 1882-

"The desil'e of OUT soul is to Thy name, and to the remembrance of Thee.
W:ith my sOltl have I desired Thee in the night,. yea, with my spirit within
(,'lIte will I seek Thee earlv."-ISAIAH xxvi. 8, 9.
VVHICH of us can use this language ~ Which of us can say that the
desire of our sonls is constantly, habitually, set npon the Lord J ehovah ~
Here we see the difference be~ween that which is of God and that
which is of the world; between that which is of the Spirit and that
which is of the flesh. The world and the flesh can only desire what is
like unto them; but the new nature, which the Spirit imparts to every
child of God, rises above the world and the flesh to the Lord Himself.
This is the language of confidence: "The desire of our soul is to
Thy name," &c. Upon what is it based ~ Upon an arm of flesh, 01'
creature effort, or creature meri~ 1 No. It rests upon God's testimony,
for mark verses 3, 4, 12, 13.
Two subjects are thus brought before us in our text :1. The object.
n. The nature of the believer's desire.
I. The object of the believer's desire: "The desire of our soul is
to Thy name, and to the remembrance of Thee."
Thy name. Jehovah's name is the object of the believer's desire;
and by "name" is meant Jehovah's character or perfections. How
glorious is this name, as revealed in Exodus xxxiv. 6, 7: "The Lord,
the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in
goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquit.Y
and transgression and sin, and that ,,,ill by no means clear the guilty."
But its greatest glory consists in this, that it has been manifested by
Christ, the great Covenant Angel, of whom J ehovah said, "My name
is in Him." Yes, this name was in Him all the time that He was
upon earth, that He might declare-or, more literally, explain-His
Father's perfections. His Father's mercy He has explained, being Himself the mercy of God; for in Him "mercy and truth have met
together." His Father's grace He has explained. He was "full of
grace." His Father's justice He has explained, for He is "a just God
and a Saviour;" and in Him His Father shows Himself to be" just,"
and, at the same time, "the Justifier of him which believeth in J esns "
(Rom. iii. 26). His Father's holiness He has explained, for He is
that" Holy Child Jesns." His Father's powe1' He has explained, for
He is "the power of God." His Father's wisdom He has explained,
for He is "the wisdom of God."
And His Father's faithfulness He
has explained, for He is "the faithful and true Witness."
So that,
'\V.en the desire of a poor sinner is set upon God's name, it amountiJ
to this: "I desire to have communion with God. I want to find shelter
and refuge in the name and perfections of my God j to have that
naltle as my salvation." Oh, child of God, remember that the" name of
the Lord ill a strong tower; the righteous runneth into it, and is safe."
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Again, the desire of the believer in Jesus is "to thc remembrance
of his God." This may mean the remembrance of the Lord's past
dealings with him in grace; the various manifestations which He has
made of Himself, from time to time, to him as the God of sal vation ;
His grace, love, and faithfulness; in the spiritual blessings He has so
freely bestowed, forgiveness, justification, peace, instruction, and protection. Nor must we overlook, or be unmindful of, His m::mifestations of Himself as the God of providence, in sustaining, providing
for, upholding, and guiding His child. All these particulars tht'
believing members of the family of grace will desire to remember; and,
if there is not the desire, what will the absence of it show but coldness, lukewarmness, ingratitude 1 Oh, think of this; and, as you
compare the feebleness of your remembrance with the burning language
of the prophet, be humbled, deeply humbled, on account thereof!
But this remembrance of which the prophet speaks may have
another application. It may mean the having Jehovah continually in
remembrance; bearing in mind who, what, where He is; thinking
upon His love, grace, mercy, faithfulness in Christ; His Spirit's
gracious work in quickening, sanctifying, and instructing His children;
His witnessing with their spirits as to adoption's blessings and privileges. And this is what every sinner saved by grace will desirc ever
to remember-the Lord's gracious dealings with His children, and with
him particularly, in the past " His glorious actions in the present;"
how He gives, strengthens, an'd sustains.
What will be the result of having the desires thus set upon the
Lord, and of having Him thus in remembrance 1 There will be more
love for our God and Saviour; more fervency of desire; more singleness of aim; more simplicity of purpose.
Yes, as the Spirit thus
works in our hearts, we shall say, as did the Apostle of old, "This
one thing I do;" and, again, "No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life, that he may please Him who hath
chosen him to be a soldier."
Beloved, this is a searching subject. Upon what are yow' desires
set 1 Are they set upon the things of God, or the things of the
world 1 If upon the world, weigh prayerfully, I beseech you, Christ's
words, "What shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world,
and lose his own sou11 Or what shall a man give in exchange for his
soul 1" (Mark viii. 36, 37). On the other hand, if, through grace, the
desire of the heart is to the Lord, though it be but a faint one, how
rich is the encouragement, "The desire of the righteous shall be
granted '> (Proy, x. 24).
n. We now proceed to consider the nature of the desire and
remembrance thus expressed. The first thing that strikes us with
regard to these is this, that they are of divine origin. They are implanted in the heart by the Holy Spirit, and are therefore evidences.
of spiritual life. What is an evidence of natural life in the newly.bom
infant 1 Is it not the manifestation of desire for its mother's milk.'/:
So it is with the heaven-born soul. He desires the sincere milk of
the Word, that he may grow thereby (1 Peter ii. 2).
Further, this desire and remembrance of the child of God are exclusive:
"The desire of our soul is to Thy name, and to the remembrance of Thee."
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How strikingly is this exemplified in the case of D::LYid, in 2 Samuel
xxiii. 5: "This is all my salvation and all my desire."
Again, in
Psalm xxvii. 1, he says, "One thing have I desired of' the Lord, that
will I seek after j that I may dwell in the house of' tile Lord all the
days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, nnd to inquire
in His temple." And, once more, mark his language in Psalm lxxiii.
25: "·Whom lmve I in heaven but Thee 1 and there is none upon
earth that I desire beside Thee."
But is this so constantly with
those of us who now believe in Jesus 1 Alas! how easily are our
desires drawn off from our God and Saviour! How soon are they
taken up with other things! The cares of business or of the family;.
the allurements of the world j these come into the heart, and cause cold,ness and feebleness of desire, and henco the heart of the child of God
is grieved and pained as 'he is shown by the Spirit his declensions.
Take this, then, as a test of your standing before God. If you
have been quickened to newness of life-if Christ is your life-you
will grieve over your departures from God; the colcl.ness and faintness of your desires for Him j whilst the mere professor is totally
unconscious of anything of this. He is a total stranger to exclusiveness of desire for the Lord J ehovah.
And, once more, the desire which the true believer in Jesus has.
for his God is a vehement one.
Mark what is said in Psalms xlii.
1 j lxxxiv. 2, "As the hart panteth after the water-brooks, so panteth
my soul after Thee, 0 God"; "My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth
for the courts of the Lord j my heart and my flesh crieth out for
the living God." So the bride in the Canticles (iii. 1, 2) says,
"By night on my bed I sought Him whom my soul loveth; I sought
Him, but I found Him not. I will rise now, and go about the city,
in the streets, and in the broad ways I will seek Him whom my
soulloveth." "With my soul have I desired Thee in the night; yea,
with my spirit within me will I seck Thee early." Yes, early in the
morning, as well as in the night j in times of darkness, of soul desertion, of temptation, when it appears as if the Lord had withdrawn
Himself, and were afar off, then the desire of the quickened soul is
to His name. Is it so with us 1 Is His absence a cause of grief to
us 1 Is there the renewed determination to seek His face ~ Then let
us be of good cheer, for what does His Word say 1 "Lord, Thou hast
heard the desire of the humble j Thou wilt prepare their heart;
Thou wilt cause Thine ear to hear." "Delight thyself also in the Lord,
and He shall give thee the desires of thine heart."
And is the language of the heart of anyone now present, "Would
that I had these desires! But my heart is so hard; it is so taken
up with the things of life. What shall I do 1" What, but wait
upon the Holy Spirit. Pray Him to reveal Jesus to your heart; to
show you His love; to enable you by faith to trust in His finished
work, His vicarious sacrifice and meritorious righteousness j and then,
!lIS H i~ love is made known to you, your hard heart will be melted;.
as His atonilllg death is depended upon by faith, sorrow for sin will
be produccLI; and thus will desires for Him be excited, and you be
led to long for the Lord J ehovah in the Trinity of His PersonsFather, Son, :mu Holy Ghost.
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QUESTIONS
SUGGESTED
BY THE EVANGELrCAL
PREACHING OF THE PRESENT DAY.
1. Do we believe in the utter depravity of man (apart from gl':\t;c)
since the fall-that "there is none that understandeth, thel'tl j:;
none that seeketh after God"? (Gen. vi. 5, with margin; Ham. i.
21-32; iii. 11-18.)
. 2. Yet, notwithstanding fallen man's utter depravity-that Iw is
lllcapable of any good desire towards God-is it true that some uf
the race desire to know God, do believe in Him and love Him?
3. Did this faith originate in themsehres 1
4. Was it given them by the Holy Spirit?
5. If the Gospel were preached without the Holy Spirit's influence
on the hearts of sinners, would any accept it and be saved?
6. Is there any distinction between the general call of St. Matthew
xxii. 14, :tnd the special call of Romans viii. 301
7. Is not this special call given only to God's elect?
8. Can it be successfully resisted? (Job xxiii. 13; Dan. iv. 35;
J er. xxxi. ;); John xvii. 2.)
9. ,Did God elect His people because of anything goou, in desire
or aet, in themselves 1
10. Was election grounded upon God's foreknowledge of man's
repentance and faith 1 (See Eph. i. 5-11.)
11. If so, can repentance and faith be called the gifts of God?
(See Acts v. 31; Rom. xii. 3; Eph. ii. 8; Phi!. i. 29; Gal. v. 2~;
r Cor. iv. 7.)
12. Further, if man has the power to repent and believe, can he
be spiritually dead-would it be necessary that God should work
in him" both to will and to do"? (See Eph. ii. 1, 5; Col. ii. 13;
Phil. ii. 13.)
13. Do we think that our race has a shadow of a claim that
a way of escape should be provided?
H. Instead of wondering that God has not elected all, ought we
not to marvel that He has elected an.y to be saved 1
15. And as to why He did not elect all-shall we, with our
short-lived knowledge, judge the actions of the eternal God?
16. Does the word "world" always mean, in Scripture, every
human being 1 If so, how do you explain John xii. 19; vii. 4:; Acts
xvii. 6; xix. 27; xxiv. 5; 1 John v. 19, paired with verse 20; John
xvi. 8; 2 Cor. v. 19 1
17. Are the words" all" and "every" to be always taken in a
universal sense 1
If so, how do you explain John iii. 26; xii. 32;
vi. 45; also Isa. liv. 13, from whence John quotes; 1 John ii. 20;
Matt. iii. 5; iv. 24; ix. 35; Rom. xii. 3 j John vii. 53 ~
18. Does "atonement" mean expiation of guilt 1
19. Was Christ's atonement accepted by God on behalf of all
those for whom it was made 1
20. If Christ paid the penalty of the sins of the whole race, and
atonement is expiation-God is not unjust to exact penalty twice
over-will not the whole race escape punishment 1
21. Does the limiting of the atonement to those whom God clectcrl
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an,1 gave to
pI'C\'cnc the prenchin_
Spl" to the whole
world, or to
f'Y creature 1 (See Mark
1G; Acts xv. 14;
; iii. 27; Mark iv. D; ~ uor. ii. if), 16; Acts
Eze!c ii. 3-",
xiii. 39-4]; 181~. xxix. 10-14, 18-21; 1 Oar. i. 17-J ~), 21; Acts
xxviii. 23, 21.)
22. Is not L1lis the Gospel-that there is an litonomont made for
all who boliovo-nnd not that Ohl'ist atoned fat" Lho lIin of every
individual, whether he believes it 01' not 1
. S.
AN INOIDENT IN lS6G.-THE LOSS OF THE" LONDON."
Wm:N Lraining colleges were in their infancy, a young girl, a nativ
of Nowoastle-on-Tyne, was placed by her paternal grandfather under
the care of the Rev. Mr. B-- and his wife, who, in their turn, placed
hor wi th the then mistress ef their girls' school to be trained as a
govol'lless. But, after a time, it was found the capacity for the position
WM lacking, and so it was decided that she should learn millinery; and
Mrs. B-- applied to me, and ultimately she became a member of my
household, served her time, and went out into the world as an assistant.
After two or three years, she determined to go to Australia, and took
hor passage in a sailing-ship, which, as she afterwards told me, was
utterly unseaworthy, and, but for the fair weather all the way, they
mllst have gone to the bottom. However, she arrived safely in
Melbourne, and obtained a situation at onee, and was also at once
besieged with offers of marriage. A very few months after, her marriage
took place. Her grandfather had died, leaving her a small annuity; her
fOt"mer friend, the Rev. Mr. B--, had become a colonial bishop, and, as
she said, in consequence of that she felt more at home; though, before
settling down there, she wished to come home, arrange about her
annuity, &c., and take a young sister back with her. So from Melbourne
she set sail, and, after a speedy and delightful passage in a well-appointed
steamer, she arrived in England. Having secured her passage back :in
the same vessel (she was so satisfied with vessel and captain), she made
a round of visits, and came to me the last, promising to write as soon
as she got on board, and post the letter at Plymouth. Up to this time
she had been bright and happy, expecting to rejoin her young husband,
and, with her sister, looking forward to a bright and happy home.
Her husband, too, was looking forward to her arrival, and making the
ItOme comfortable for her reception, and for the sister whom he had
lIevor seen, and an expected little stranger, whose ad vent would make
tile home a real home. How full the world seemed of happiness fot"
thom!
Well, as I said, Mrs. M-- was going to write on her way down the
Ohannel, and she did so, in pencil-a few words, saying how rough the
weather had been, the vessel did not seem to rise on the waves, &c.,
and concluding with these words, "But we are in our Father's hands."
A few hours after, all England was startled by the news that a vessel
had gone down in the Bay of Biscay, and she, my young friend, had
gone down in the London. Alas! for human hopes!
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DIVINE LRADINGS.
(Continued ji'oill page 101.)

'WE planned many ways of getting away. At length I made up my
mind that I would go to America, and leave my wife behind until I
was settled, and that we at length agreed upon. I had a good stock of
poultry; these I sold at a good price. Some other things wc solu,
only leaving enough to furnish one room for my wife, until I should
be able to send for her, and we let the house we lived in to a friend,
on the condition that my wife had onc roem to sleep in and live
with them. Thus things being arranged in this way, in May, 186G, I
left for Liverpool, intending, as we had arl'angeu, to go to America.
That was our plan, but it was not God's design, for He had appointed
quite a different place, which we had never evell beard or thought of.
My friends, I think you will agree with mc, as J am enabled to
narrate the events, that, even in this matter, it was" the Lord's doim!',
.and marvellous in our eyes."
v
"Consider the work of God: for who can make that straight which
He hath made crooked 1 In the day of prosperity be joyful, but in
the day of adversity consider: God also hath set the one over against
the other, to the end that man should find nething after him" (Eccles.
vii. 13, 14). I had indeed a day of prosperity in Trowbriclge; but now
the day of seeming adversity. had indeed appeared, and I wondered
,greatly where the scene would end. Many great and wonderful things
had been done for me there, in both providence and grace; but now
I seemed to be driven forth, I knew not for what, or whither I was
:going. It seemed all a great mystery indeed to me. When, where,
,01' how should I and my poor wife meet again 1
We had had many
.,trials to endure in the nearly eight years which we had lived together
in Trowbridge. vYe had much affliction in mind, body, and estate;
but our many mercies had been abundant, and outweighed all our
troubles. God had been indeed very good to us. We had left eight
-children buried there. I buried my father in October, 1863, in his own
.native village; and, at last, I had a hope that the Lord had mercy upon
his poor soul. My mother was still living in Bath, in the position and
circumstances which I have already described, and there was nothing
particular that I had to grieve for at the thought of leaving that IJnrt
of the country, but the thought of leaving my poor dear wife behind,
for I knew not how long, and especially as another child was expected
in about two months. How I did beg the Lord that I might have a
place for her, and have her with me before that event took place;
but it was not so to be.
All these things exercised my mind as I was whirlod along in the
train for Liverpool. There were many bright spots and scenes to look
back upon as well as dark ones, and sometimes a little hope would
arise in my poor troubled soul J but, when I looked forward, there
.seemed to be nothing but a very dark cloud, and, like the children of
Israel, I feared to enter the cloud. Poor, short-sighted worm that I
was, I did not know that the glory of the Lord was in the cloud,
.and that He was leauing me, a poor, blind worm, by a way that I
knew not, and that I should prove, in time, that He was indeed leading
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me by a ri~ht wn.y to tho placo, position, and circumstances which IT
had eternally n.ppointoJ for me to occupy, according to the good
pleasure of His bloBsoJ will. But nono of these things woro known to me
then, for I WM in such a dark state of mind that 1 coulJ not see or
feel anything bnt darkness, doubts, and fears. I beglLn also to considet'
some of the cnuses of my trouble in Trowbridge, which had brought
about the prosont state of things, and I came to the conclusion that
it was my blunt outspokenness-a, determination to call things by their
right names. Right is right, and wrong is wrong; a lie is a lio, anLl
truth ie truth; and I determined henceforth to have nothing to do
with profossors of religion, for they had been the cause of nearly all
my tronble. I did not know that the eternally divine fiat was gone
forth before me, "For I will show him how great things he must
.suffer for My name's sake" (Acts ix. 16); and I have proved since
then the truth of the poet's words-

,I

" From sinner and from saint
He meets with many a blow;
His own bad heart creates him smart,
Which only God can know."

But more of that anon in its place. If I were to write all which
I have had to endure since then, it would fill volumes; so a brief
outline will be all I shall be able to give you, my dear readers and
friends.
But to resume. I arrived in the evening safely at Birkenhead, and
had to cross to Liverpool by steamboat, and all that boat began the
first manifestation of the Lord's leadings on my eventful journey, for,
when I was 011 the boat, one of the officials came to me, and said,
." Now, my man, when you land all the other side, beware how yOll
act, for there will be plenty of harpies there, thinking you are going
to America, and, consequently, have money on you. They will want to
find you lodgings; and, if yon go with some of them, you are a lost
man, for you will most likely lor,e all you have got. Now, when yOll
land, ask if Mr. TAYLOR is there at the landing-place; and, if he is,
go with him to his hotel, which is the London and Yorkshire Hotel,
in Union Street. If you go to his place, you and yours will be all
safe." I was much struck with this advice and caution" especially as
I did not hear him give it to anyone else; yet I had a feeling come
over me that I must follow his advice. When we landed, I found
it true as he had said, for I was beset with a great number of both
men and women, some of them taking possession of my luggage; and,
in the confusion of tongues, I scarcely knew what to do for the moment;
but I kept a firm hold of my box and bundle, and at length I said,
." Is Mr. TAYLOR here, of the London and Yorkshire Hotel, in Union
Street 1" and many said, "No, he is not here;" which I afterwards
found to be a lie, for he was there, but had not heard my inquiry.
I said, in the hearing of all, "That is where I am going, and I will not
go anywhere else."
Two men then said they would show me the
place; bnt I was now suspicious, and I would not let one of them touch
my luggage; and every policeman we met, I asked him if we were in
·the right way for Union Street, and they all replied, "Yes." My
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escort said, "'Vhy cannot you trust us to take you therc 1" I said,
"After what has occurred at the landing-place, I have got ratherslIspicious."
At length we arrived there, and I found that I was at the right
place to which I had been recommended. Mrs. TAYLOR gavG the
men who had come with me a small fee fur bringing me thero, which
I found was the custom for bringing in a lodger from the boat. Before
the men left, Mr. TAYLOR came in with another lodger, which he had
brought from the landing-place. I afterwards told him of myadventuro,
and he said, " Well, I believe you have had a narrow escape, for those
men who at length brought you here do keep a lodging-house, and
there have been some very Jark things ascribed of the house they keep.
They knew that I was at the landing-place, but they kept it from yOll,
thinking to get you, at length, to go with them; and who the man
on the boat can be who recommended you to me I cannot tell. There
is some mystery in the case, which I cannot unravel; but, any way.
yon are safe at last."
I never can forget the kindness which I received from all the
family. They treated me more as a friend than a common lodger.
Although it was called an hotel, there was nothing sold there, and what
we wanted we had to buy, and they prepared it for us. It was simply
a respectable lodging-house, and that pleased me better than if it had
been an hotel in the general acceptation of the term. They soon got
my tea, and I went to bed, being weary both in body and mind.
The next morning I was up early, for this day was to decide my
future Jestiny. After breakfast, I went to some of the shipping offices,
to see what would be the cost of my fare to America, and, to my dismay,
I had not enough to pay for my passage in any way, as it was very
clear just then, £6 us. I thought to sell some of my things to make
it up, but the thought occurred to me, "I have nothing but what I
shall want j and, eveR if I do make up my passage money that way,
what shall I do when I land in America, without money or friends 1"
This brought me to a stand, and I heard some one say that there were
weavers wanted in Glasgow, in Scotland, and the fare there by steampacket was half-a-crown. I at once determined to go there, and I went
back to my lodgings, and told them to get my dinner, for I was going
to Glasgow. Mr. TAYLOR, when he heard that, asked me to go intG
his private room with him while they got dinner. When we were alone,
he said, "My friend, there is something about you which perplexes me,
and I desire to be your friend. Indeed, if you will tell me in what way
I can serve you, I will do it, if it is in my power." I felt at once
that I must confide in this man, and I told him all. He said, "Now,
go and get your dinner, and I will, in the meantime, look the matter
over." After dinner he said, "My friend, you are altogether in the
wrong in thinking of going to America, even if you could get the
money to pay your passage, in your present position, for it may be a
long time before you could get your wife out there, and that with
you is a great consideration. Neither is Glasgow the place for you to
go to.
I have been a commercial traveller for many years, and
have travelled all over t:he north of England many times. Now, the
very place for you to go to is Huddersfield, in Yorkshire. There you
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will find just the healthy, bracing climate which you and your wife
are in need of, and there you will find also plenty of work at your
trade of weaving, for it is a great manufacturing town, and I cannot
.see any place which would suit you so well; and, if you like, you can
.get there this evening. It is sixty miles, al1d the fare five shillings; and,
as you are situated, the sooner you are there the better; that is my
opinion." I at once saw the truth of all he said, and something seemed
to say within me, "This is the way; walk ye in it." Moreover, I was
surprised at the mysterious manner in which I was led to this man's
house, and the interest he and his .family had taken in my welfare.'1, perfect stranger to them-so I at once said, "I will take your advice,
and go to Huddersfield, although it is a place I never heard of till nQw."
He said, " That is well; and I will g.o to the station and see you safely
off." He told his wife, and she said, "I am sorry you are going so
.soon; but I see the necessity of it. If your wife should come this way
to join you, let her stay a day or two with us, and I can assure you
she shall be welcome."
I parted with this kind family with sincere regret, and all they would
take of me was one shilling for my night's lodging. I was perfectly
astonished at this, for it was evident that their kiildness to me was
.entirely disinterested. It was wonderful indeed! He went with me to
the station, saw me booked all right, and he paid for some refreshment
for us both, and put me and my luggage into the train, and I was
off. I have never seen him nor his wife since. I wrote to them to
tell them of my safe arrival, and once afterwards, when my wife joined
me, to tell them that she was not coming by Liverpool.
About five years after, my wife and I being in Li\'erpool, we called
there, but Mrs. TAYLOR was dead, and Mr. TAYLOR was from home,
.so we did not see him; thus there was an end of my acquaintance with
them under such singular circumstances. I will just mention that they
had no pretension whatever about religion. They lived, I believe, entirely
for this world-at least, at the time I was with them. They had some
children, who, if they should see these lines, may it be a consolation
to them to know that the poor stranger whom they befriended in the
way described has often prayed that the Lord would reward them for
their kindness to him.
'V/hen I was on my way, there came such a great horror and darkness
over me-so much so, that I feared I had taken a wrong step in doing
what this man had advised me to do. How did I know but that he
was deceiving me, as many others had been deceived before by designing
people 1 yet his disinterested kindness would at times assure me that
he had 1:.0 object in ueceiving me. Yet I could not get rid of the
depression on my mind. But it was no use going back now, for I
had broken into my money to pay my fare, and I must go forward, let
the consequences be what they might. These words came, as if they' were
spoken, "He went out, not knowing whither he went;" and the words
seemed to mock me in my frame of mind, for they seemed to say to
me that I had gone out without any definite object in view, and without
making any calculation about how much money I should want-in fact,
I had made a great fool of myself in taking this journey; and now I
was going to a place which I had never hpard of only by the word of
C<
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this man; and, when I got there, and could not find it as he told me
I should, where was I to go then, for I could not be running about
long in this way, for my money would soon be gone 1 What should
I do then 'I The echo seemed to answer, "What then ~" to my
horror and dismay; and I groaned out, "Lord, help me, for I do not
know what I shall do if this fails." Thus was my poor mind exercised
for many weary miles. Being in a slow train, we did not get on very
fast, and it seemed to be going slower than it was to my agitated mind.
At length these words brought some comfort, and stilled the tempest
a little in my poor troubled soul: "Fear t,hou not; for I am with thee:
be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea,
r will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of My
righteousness" (Isa. xli. 10); "And, )ehold, I am with thee, and will
keep thee in all places whith~r thou goest, and will bring thee again
into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which
I have spoken to thee of" (Gen. xxviii. 15). What those words had
to do with me I could not tell; nevertheless they brought some comfort;
and many other portions of the Word came to mind, which seemed
to take my attention away from pondering on my condition and
tJosition.
, At length Huddersfield came in sight, and, to my great joy, I saw
a great number of factories lighted up, it being now dark, and they
must be all working overtime. My friend at Liverpool was right then.
Here was a great manufacturing town. In my heart I begged his pardon
for the distrustful thoughts which I had felt towards him.
Oh, how
thankful I felt to the Lord that I had not to do as I had in my
younger days-to ask for any labouring work, which I might or might
not get to do; but that now I could go into any of those factories
and ask for work at my trade; and, while I thought of this, I thankfully exclaimed, "What hath God wrought 7"
Whon I arrived, it being late, I went to the first inn, and asked for
lodgings and supper, which I got; and, as soon as I had eaten my supper,
_I went to bed, being very tired, but with a little peace in my soul.
I slopt well till morning, when, as soon as I had finished breakfast, I
asked the landlord where it would be best for me to go to ask for work,
telling him what I wanted. He said, "The best place will be 'Lindley,
about three miles from here." I went as he directed me, and came to
Marsh, first, where there were several factories, in one of which the
master said, "If your wife were with you, I would put her on at once;
but we want no men at present. Come again when she is come, if you
, are not suited; but you milY get work at Lindley." So to Lindley I
wout, and there I was engaged to come to work on Monday morning,
that being Friday. I then went to seek for lodgings, which I founel
not far from the factory. Then I went back to Huddersfield, and
brought my things, telling the landlord that I had found work and
lodgings at Lindley, which he said he was glad to hear. When I got
to my 10Llgings, I at once wrote to my wife, telling her where I was
and how 1 got there-that I had got work, and I wished she were
there too, for I bad work for her also, as soon as she could come, &c.
I started work on Monday morning, at Messrs. LIDDLE and MARTIN'S,
with a light heart
The next morning, Tuesday, I got a letter from
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Trowbridge, saying that, two days after I had left, my poor dear wife
was taken in premnturo labour, and gnve birth to H still-born child;
that her life had beon despaired of, two doctors being with her for
many hours, and for a long time it was doubtful how it would end.
But, through mercy, there was now hope that she would rocover with
care, &c.
My dear friends, my pen, or tonguo either, would fail to attempt to
describe the agony of mind I felt on reading this. What to do I
knew not. I could not go to her j it was too far j but I went to the
Post Office, and sent all the money I had left, and begged for more news
of her state at once. How I waited till it was possible to get a letter,
I cannot tell. With old Jacob, I was continually exclaiming, "'All these
things are against me !' If she should be taken, I care not to live."
I received much sympathy from my shopmates and the people with
whom I lodged, and they said, "If there is any more money that will be
wanted, say so, and you shall have what you want." I felt this kindness
very much from strangers, as they were a few days before, and it
soothed my mind a great dea1. By the next post I got a letter from
my wife herself. Oh, how eagerly I read it! It stated that she was better,
but had had a hard time of it j but she should now, please God, get
about again with care, &c. But it was many weeks before she was strong
enough to ,even attelPpt' the journey to come to me, and it was thought
advisable for her to' work 'a few weeks where she was before she came,
as they said, to' harden .lieiself a little, which she did when she was
able. At length, in August, she gave up her work, settled our affairs
there as far as she could, and took her fa:rewell of Trowbridge, and
arrived in Huddersfield just eleyen weeks after me.
I had left my first place of wo!k, only staying there about a month.
It was more work than I had strength for, as we had to work over
time, from six in the morning till eight at night j and I found, if I
stayed there, I should be laid up. So I' left, 'and went to work at a
little factory at Marsh, and there I worked till my wife came, when
another manufacturer at Lindley, named H. MALLINSON, hearing that we
were fancy weavers from the West of England, sent for me and offered
me two broad looms, one for me and one for my wife; t9 weave all
fancy goods. I knew it would be a good thing for us, if my wife
could stand the broad loom. We talked it over and agreed to try it.
They let us have two looms both together, as it would be much easier
for her to be with me. We had a very good run of work for about
two months. \Ve soon got the money to send to Trowbridge, for our
bed and bedding, which my wife had not sold, but left with a person
to whom we owed a little money, till we could pay them; so we
sent it out of our first wages, and our bed, &c., were sent to us. The
place where I had lodged was not quite convenient for both of us, so,
when we had our own bed and bedding, we went to lodge with a
widow in the same neighbourhood. When we had settled these matters
we had only half-a-crown to begin the world with again, without, a
hamf'. Yet our health was improved, we had work to do, and hope
in our hearts, We had no children alive, having left nine buried in
Trowbridge, that is, their bodies-their souls were before the throne of
God in heaven.
Q 2
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,:Vhen .we had worked at that place about two months, another man
was engaged as loom tuner-that is, to keep the looms in orderand he did not like women to work in broad looms, so all women
had to be discbrged, and men put in their places; thus my wife was
thrown out Ol work. This gave us great trouble of mind, yet even
this worked for our good, for she went to Marsh, to the place
where 1 first went to ask for work, and they put her on at once,
in a narrow loom, which was more suitable for her. Shortly after,
my master reduced our wages on some patterns of work, and we would
not submit to the reduction, as it was unjust; so, to prevent a striko,
he discharged us all at once, and measured what we had done, and
paid us off, and I was out of work. In a few days he came for me,
and asked me to return to my work. I said, " Yes, I will, at the
old rate of wages, if you will give it." He said, "No; I must stand
by the reduction I have made." I said, "Very well; your work is
in the market, and so is my labour. It id your duty to get it done
as cheap as you can, but I shall not do it at the reduction." He
never asked me again. In a few days, the foreman where my wife
was at work said to her one evening, "Is your man out of a place
yet 1 " She said, "Yes." He said, "Then tell him to come to-morrow
morning, and there will be a broad loom for him, as we have discharged a man to-clay for idleness." With what joy we sat down to
supper that night with this good news. Now we were in the same
position as we were at Trowbridge--both of us working at the same
place-I in a broad loom, and she in a narrow one; and in such a short
time had it been brought about. I started work the next morning
with a glad heart, and even then I believed it was all ordered by the
Lord, and I thanked Him in my heart and took courage. Thus we
were at last settled in work, but we had no home, and that troubled
us much, for we could not feel so comfortable on another person's
hearthstone, however kind they might be, as we should on our own;
therefore, we had many anxious consultations, and laid many plans
about it; yet it seemed to us that it would be a I'Hlg time before
we could save enough to get a home together, so we must wait with
patience. Thus we worked as hard as we could, and continued in
lodgings to the end of the )'ear.
In January, 1867, some of our shopmates said, "What do you stay
in lodgings for, wheh you could have a home of your own 1" We sa:d,
" We have not the money to buy furniture with, and it will be some
time before we shall have enough to do it." They said, "There is a
man at Paddock, named LUCAS, who supplies people with furniture, and
lets them pay for it as they can. I would go and ask him. He can
but say' No,' if he will not do it." I took the advice, and went to hire
olle evening, and told him my case, and that I had been advised te>
come to him. When I had told him all, he said, "How much do you
want 1" I said, "We have nothing but our bed and bedding. Except
that, we shall want enough to furnish a cottage in a plain way." He said,
"Go and take the cottage, and bring your wife, and choose what you
want, and I will take iL there." I could scarcely believe my own earsI. a perfect stranger to him-yet it was done. I took a house at the
Oaks, Lindley, and we then went to choose the furniture. \Vhat we
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selected came to about £10, and he loaded it in a cart and took it to
the house, and helped us to put it in its place. When that was done,
we began to speak about how it was to be paid for. He said, "You
can pay me half-a-crown a week, or ten shillings a month, if that
will suit you;" which we readily agreed to do, if possible. We paia
him what we could at the time, and he was satisfied. He said,
"I know my money will be safe enough, for I had only to hear
your voice and look in your face to be assured of that." Oh, how
in my heart I thanked the Lord, who had given me favour in the
sight of this man in our time of need! The man was not disappointed, for, through mercy, he got his money. We had many dealings
with him afterwards, and I have all the receipts now in my house
that every penny was paid, and we are friends to this day.
I
have this to say of him, that I do not believe he overcharged me, or
took any advantage of me in any of my dealings with him. Thus,
in eight months .after I left Trowbridge, we were again settled, both
in work and in a home. It is true, we were in debt, but we had a
prospect of paying it, and willing minds to do so.
We lived and worked in various parts of Huddersfield for nearly ten
years, when, in the order of providence, we again removed} for I am
a plain man dwelling in tents-that is, when the Lord gives the
order unmistakably that I have to move on, I must do it -fig·umt·ively
strike my tent and move on again; for I have proved, by a long
experience, that He hath fixed the bounds of my habitation, that I
cannot pass; and, although there has been many a crook in my lot,
yet He is sure to straighten them all out in His own time and way.
Though I have often to wait what seems to me a long time for the
straightening process, yet it does come, and then my soul can sing
sweetly, "My Jesus hath done all things well."
Now, my dear friends, I have given you an outline of the Lord's
providontial leadings from Trowbridge to Huddersfield. and our settlement there in a temporal sense. In my next paper, by His help and
teaching, I intend to give you some account of His gracious leadings,
dealings, and manifestations, together with His call to the ministry
of such a poor sinful worm, that he may go and
"tell to sinners round
What a dear Saviour he had found;
And point to His redeeming blood,
And say, 'Behold the way to God!' "
(To be ccnt-inued.)

OH, beloved, think, I pray you, of the solemn hour in which you
and I shall have to change worlds; and anticipate what it must be
to have what the Church says in the' Canticles concerning it-" His
left hand is under my head, and His right hand doth ern brace me,"
while I fall asleep on His bosom. "Oh, death, where is thy sting 1 "
Jesus llas taken it out; and, in order to accomplish His grand work,
He went down into the very territories of Death, to grapple with him
there, and tear out his sting, that you might meet but a lltingless
messenger.-lTons.
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HOW TO RISE.
"Friend, go up higher."-LuKE xiv. 10.
PRIDE is the parent sin of the universe. Satan fell by pride. Man
fell by pride; and, though man is fallen, he is still the slave of pride.
Hence the strife among Christ's disciples as to "who should be the
greatest" was most natural. Life is a race in which everyone likes
to be the first. Man's natural ambition is the exaltation of self
However, the Lord shows us that, as man fell by pride, so he must
rise by humility. Humility goes before honour; self-abasement before
real exaltation. Christ taught this lesson very plainly to His disciples,
and through them, in His Word, He still teaches us1. By means of a little child. He set that child in the midst of them,
and wished them to learn from its simplicity, its modesty, and
dependence, the way to real greatness. He that wishes to be truly
great must really and honestly be willing to occupy the lowest placeto be the least of all, and servant of all.
2. By His own example. He who ascended into heaven first descended
to earth. He took the lowest place before He went up into the highest.
He carried the cross before He wore the crown. He was laid in the
lowly manger before He sat on the highest throne. He wore the yoke
of a good and faithful Servant before He began to reign as the
universal King. We must be like Him. We are not only t(l trust in
Him as the one only vicarious Sacrifice; we are to follow Him, to
imitate His example, to walk in His steps.
3. By positive precept, as in the text. "God lays the foundation of a
great work deep in humiliation. You lie -nearest to the river of life
when you bend to it. You cannot drink but as you stoop." Hence
Christ said to Zacchreus, "Come down!" Physically and morally little,
he had climbed to a high place in the sycamore tree; but, to be trull
great, he must come down. This is the only way to rise. As in thIS
case, so in every other. The Lord humbles before He exalts. He
wounds before He heals. He kills before He makes alive. True
humility is seen in the Magdalene, under the power of love divine,
weeping in the dust; in Mary, with "the one thing needful," sitting,
listening and learning, at the feet of J eSU3; ill Paul, confessing he was
not meet to bo called an Apostle-of saints less than the least-and
of sinners the very chief.
Really to rise, therefore-to "go up higher "-we must, under the
Spirit's effectual guidance, take three steps, namely, out of self, into
Chri.st, into heaven. We must first go to Golgotha for pardon and
peace; to Tabor, with" Jesus only," for spiritual transfiguration;, and,
in due time, we shall "go up higher"-shall be called I up to the
heavenly Jerusalem-to be with Christ, higher than the kings of the
earth, in our Father's house and home for ever.
Bristol.
R. CORNALL.
How slippery are tho stations of earthly honours, and subject to
continual mutability! Happy are they who are in favour with Him in
whom there is no shadow of change !-Hislwp Hall.
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THE HECENT TRIALS FOR BLASPHEMOUS PUBLICATIONS.
THE reputed editor of the work in question had resolved to conduct
his own case without the aid of counsel j and certainly, as far as mete
ability was concerned, he was quite equal to the task he had undertaken, for seldom, if ever, did a man stand in a dock commonly
occupied by some of the most desperate of offenders, and plead with
keener, bolder, 01' in more apt and enthusiastic language than that
employed by the principal defendant on the present occasion. At the
time of entering the Old Bailey, under the guidance of a friend (who
has access to the court at, all times), the accused had just commenced
his defence. He had the most perfect command of language, and was
evidently bent upon making the most of his opportunity for a display
of his elocutionary powers. He was by no means intimidated either
by the judge who occupied the bench, the array of counsel who sat
spell-bound as he spoke, or the jury who, in due time, were to give
their verdict for or against him and his fellow-prisoners. The court
was crowded to excess j and doubtless, as he was aware that there were
many sympathizers present (as the galleries were occupied by men of
the very lowest class), he was determined to make the most of his
opportunity for propagating his blaspllemous opinions. He had a number
of books arranged in due order upon the front of the dock j and he
had a vast budget of notes, the which he would, now and then, pause
to look over for fresn material, and which only served to stimulate him
to deliver with an action and a pathos which were indeed well worthy
of a better cause. 'Well might the judge, in his after summing up,
regret that such abilities as the accused possessed should be so sadly
misapplied.
When, among other names, the prisoner mentioned those of VOLTAIRE
and LUTlflm, I could but contemplate the vast distinction between the
two j and the pamphlet which I had just issued, entitled, "What
about the End of these .Men?" reminded me of the hapless end of the
one, in contrast with that of the othor. Moreover, as I gazed upon
the man thus pleading so fluently awl so fearlessly in the dock, I
thought of some whom I had seen standing where he then stoodMULLER, the murderer, for example-and I thought, "What about
thei1' end, and where are they now 1 "
But, when the prisoner at the bar left the line of argument he was
pursuing as directly bearing upon his case, in order to hold up the
Most High to ridicule and contempt, my very soul was stirred within
me. In the most diabolical language and with a satanic sneer he
sought to set forth the absurdity of the solemnities upon the mount,
and of Moses being hid in a cleft of the rock and covered with the
divine hand whilst the Omnipotent passed by. My inmost soul stood,
as it were, aghast. I felt as though that daring blasphemer would be
struck there and then-yea, I felt as if thB righteous judgments of the
Most High would be poured down upon the assembly itself. I wondered
at the patience and forbearance of the judge, as he sat and listened. It
was to me a matter of surprise and astonishment that he did not
stay the man in such a course of blasphemy.
Probably, however, he
saw the advantage which would be taken if he adopted such a course.
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lIe would be accused of unfairness and partiality. Hence the judge
~:ave the greater licence to the accused. But, personally, I could not-l
durst not-tarry longer. Hence I withdrew j and, by so doing, was
l'Jpared witnessing the h.aple~s state of things which followed, when tho
gallery had to be cleared (by order of the judge) on account of tlw
torrent of indignation and abuse which was poured upon the court, aL.
hearing of the verdict of the jury and the sentence of the judge.
Suffice it to say, that such a scene had scarcely ever its parallel in all
English court of justice.
I rejoiced to find that all the eloquence and forco of argument adoptell
by the accused had utterly failed to influonce tho jury; and that they>
in the short space of two minutes, and without even retiring tl~
deliberate upon their verdict, declared the prisoners guilty. Nor did
the judge fail to see; and correspondingly to comment upon, the heinousness of the offence of which the accused had been guilty. Human
sympathy or creature commiseration would bo altogether out of character
under the circumstances. The real state of things wore Ull additionally
serious aspect when it was considered that a wide-spread effort was at
the very time being made for the admission of a partizan of the ofrenders'~
as an avowed atheist, to Parliament, in order to take part in the counsels
and the destinies of the nation at large.
The result, therefore, of this most important trial was the morc
satisfactory at such a juncture j and it is to be hoped will have' its
due weight and influence with the public.
A correspondent of the Oity Press for l\brch 7th thus writes upon
the subject:THE "FREETHINKER" CASE.
To the Editor. of the Oity P1·ess.
SIR,-As one present at the Central Criminal Court on Monday, during.
the F1'eethin7cer trial, I could not but admire the firmness, discretion, and
impartiality with which Mr. JUSTICE NORTH conducted what, upon all sides,
must be admitted was a very delicate case. That the verdict was a just
one, and the sentences not at all heavy, considering the facts and circum-·
stances, none can doubt. Of course, there are those-whose liberty and
freedom, about which they talk so much, is of a very limited description
when applied in practice-who were, to say the least, awfully surprised at.
the verdict and considerably astounded at the sentence. Some of the latter
way of thinking occupied the gallery of the court, and anything more
disgraceful or disreputable cannot be imagined. I could scarcely realize the fact.
that we v,'ere in a court of justice. The rather I imagined that we were in
a theatre of the lowest possible type, and the l:mguage, conversation, and
demeanour of those in the gallery were a disgrace to a professedly civilized
people.
Mob law must very soon take the place of justice and order if
juries l\Dd judges are to be subjected to such contumely !\Dd hooting that.
reached tho eM'a of both judge and jury immediately that the verdict was
given. To such a height was the howling and hissing-and, indeed, the
language-of the gn.llery occupants carried, that Mr. JUSTICE NORTH very'
promptly ordered these people to be turned out, and it required a gre:l.t
deal of force on tho pn.rt of the police a uthorities, under the direction of
those courteous and kindly officers, Chief-Inspector TILLCOCK and Sergeant·
GRAOE, to rid the place of those whose disgraeeful behaviour ·had necessitate<1
their ejection. It would seem n.s if those persona not only claimed to print.
a.nd publish what they liked, but to act as they liked and that wherever-
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and under whatever circumstances they liked. Such contentions are not for
liberty, but licence, and, carried to their legitimate conclusion, must lead to'
the abolition of all law and all order, except the law of rowdyism. lu; SirHARDINGE GIFP'AIW very properly put the case, only by the very grossest
perversion of language could it be urged that the liberty of the press was in
danger by this prosecution, the necessity for which was justified by the verdict,
and sentence of the Court. I was glad to scc that the pu.bl'icity of thtt
extracts, blasphemolis and scandalous as they were, was avoidecl, by each oj
the jw'ymen being supplied with a copy of the paper, ancl thei1' C1ttention was
directed to passages by reference simply to the page. FOOTE is perhaps now
better able to realize the truth of WlLLIAt'1 COWPER'S language, "'Tis liberty
alone which gives the flower of fleeting life its beauty and its perfume-and
we are weeds without it."
I am, &c"
A SPECTATOR.

The same issue of the City Press contains a leaLliug article upon the
s,tme subject, under the heading of
LICENCE, NOT LIBERTY.
No one who was at the Central Criminal Court on Monday, except the
immediate followers of the Freethinkers, could fail to agree with the remarks
of Mr. JUSTICE NORTH in sentencing the man FOOTE, Said the learned Judge,
" You have been found guilty by the jury of publishing these blasphemous
libels. This trial has been to me a very painful one, as I regard it as
extremely sad to find a person to whom God has given such evident ability
and intelligence, shoRld have chosen to prostitute his talents to the service
of the devil in the way it has been done under your auspices. I consider
this paper totally different from any of the works you have brought before
me in every way whatever. The sentence I now pass upon you is, that you
be imprisoned for twelve calendar months." The defendant made a plausible
speech, the purport of which was, that liberty of expression was endangered
by the prosecution; but it is not liberty, but licence, which FOOTE and his
followers dcsire-licence which is an outrage upon the feelings of all who have
any respect whatever for the Christian religion, and which even those who stand
aside from any profession of it can scarcely look upon but with revolt. The.
result of the trial fully justifies the Corporation in initiating the prosecution,
and the Public Prosecutor in taking it up; and it is to be hoped ~hat the
exemplary sentences passed upon FOOTE and the two other men will have
the effect of deterring others from outraging public decency and morality
in a similar manner. They will not attempt to do 80, at any rate, without the
knowledge that the law is strong enough to lay hold of them, and that the
feeling of the public generally is in accord with the law so administered.
'rhe converse of the doings of the Freethinkers is admirably described by
COWPIlR in two or three lines where he refers to the cottager and V OLTAIRE,.
the former being one who" Just knows, and only knows, her Bible trueA truth the brilliant Frenchman never knew:
He, lost in errors his own heart prefers;
She safe in the simplicity of hers."
Liberty of conscience is in no degree imperilled, or even questioned, by such
a prosecution as that which has now been brought to a close. Men may
enjoy that liberty, but they must not hold lip to "ridicule, contempt,
and derision," things which the majority of people hold sacred.

We are thankful to find that other journals have written in the same
strain as the foregoing upon this momentous subject. It is the more
important at the present juncture, because of the effort in high quarters
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to dispense with the Parliamentary oath, and to admit such men as
BRADLAUGH as representatives of the people. May God, of His great
mercy, stir up the nation to a sense of its. responsibility, in a sacred
determination to resist to the utmost possible extent all such daring
efforts to cast off our allegiance to Him to whom alone we are indebted
for every social and national, as well as spiritual, benefit.
BRIEF ACCOUNT OF CAROLINE BLUNT,
WHO DIED DECEMBER 21i:i1', 1882.
"Precious in the sight (If the Lord is the death of Ifis saints."PSALM cxvi. 15.
IT is with deep sorrow that I have to record the passing away of one
whose loss cannot fail to cast a gloom over every household, both rich
and poor, who had the privilege of knowing her; and there are few
indeed, if any, who will be found to fill the place of her who was so
faithful a servant of her Lord, and .who was so honoured by Him. Her
devotion and unselfish solicitude for all her relatives and friends were
quite exceptional, for she was ever ready, both at home and abroad,
to minister to their necessities in cases of ill-health or trouble, as well
as to the poor, who have inJeed lost a friend, especially the young,
for she helped to provide homes for the destitute, rescued the fallen,
showing her anxiety for the salvation of their souls."
Among her various charities was that valnable Institution, the
CRIPPLES' HOME, which she founded in 1851, and in this she laboured
indefatigably till within a few months of her death. Let us hope that
God may give the grace and ability that she ha,d to those who are
left to carry on this important work.
Her useful and unselfish life is a lesson to us all (ministers included),
and forms a lasting testimonial and encouragement to those left behind,
who mourn her irreparable loss, to seek for the Holy Spirit to enable
them to do likewise.
The unceasing attention of her kind and Christian physician should
ever be remembered by all her family with the deepest gratitude,
together with a most devoted and much-valued friend, who had
passed many happy years (together in the employment of the Lord's
service, who had been her comfort and constant companion during all
her distressing illness, and who remained with her till she departed to
be "for ever with the Lord." And what must not pass unnoticed are,
the unwearying services of hOl' faithful and attached attendant, who
nursed her without help throughout her long affliction, and who performed the same office for her dear sister, whom she only survived
two years.
As I considered the ordinary mourning card would be much too formal
an announcement of the death of one who had lived a life so devoted
to her Master's work, I ventured to write these few lines out of deep
affection and respect to the memory of our dearly-beloved and departed
sister in Christ j and I hope this brief account (which does her but
little justice) may lead to hor life being written by a more able pen
than mine.
S. S. B.
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A FEW LAST WORDS.
THESE are just a few remarks about an aged Ohristian recently called
to the home above, where there is no more pain, and where sorrow
and sighing shall flee away.
Lying on a sick-bed, early in life, he was drawn to the Lord, and
from .that time until his death, a period of fifty-eight years, he
continued to love and serve the Master who had done so much for
him. The last illness was, in some respects, peculiarly trying, but the
Lord did not forsake His servant, and prayers for grace and submission
were strikingly answered.
One evening, when suffering much pain, he exclaimed, "Oh, I hope
the Lord will give me patience! I, and no murmur ever escaped his lips
during his long illness.
He was reading one morning in the Psalms, and came t@ .this :verse"He weakeneth my strength in the way."
Oalling his daughter to
his bed-side, he said it was true of him, for the Lord was gradnally
taking down his tabernacle and weakening his strength.
About a month before his death, he wrote all the arrangements
for his funeral, and added, "To my children-' Love one another.'''
"In My ·Father's house are many mansions" was a very favourite text;
and, on three or four occasions, when parting with friends living at
a distance, he would repeat the verse as a farewell word. He never
seemed to question the goodness of his heavenly Father, nor to know
a misgiving as to the future. He would often show to friends a
newspaper cutting, which ran thus: "As to the future, I have no
doubts to annoy, or fears to disturb' me. The hereafter is bright and
glorious. 'I know that my Redeemer liveth,' and that, because He
lives, we shall live also" 'On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand.'
"With these cheering views, I quietly and trustfully wait for whatever
development may be before me, whether in this world, or the world
to come" 'I wait each motion of the hand divine ;
Thy will, 0 God, be done; Thy will is mine!'
"I know that 'He doeth all things well,' and with my whole soul I
praise Him for all that is past, and trust Him for all that is to
come."
The swellings of Jordan caused him no fear.
He had proved
the faithfulness of our God in six troubles, and knew that in the
seventh He would not forsake him. "Let me die the death of the
righteous, and let my last end be like his."
FEARFULLY and wonderfully am I made, aud designed for nobler
ends and uses than for a few days to eat, and drink, and sleep, and
talk, and die. My soul is of more value than ten thousand worlds:
"What shall a man give in exchange for his soul 1" -Ftavel.
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AT REST, AND FOR EVER!
[The following most touching letter will, we doubt not, be read
with considerable interest. It speaks for itself. Those of our readers
who are familiar with the Old Jonathan, will well remember the pieces
which have appeared from time to time bearing the signature,
"R. W. J." The" dinner-hour" papers which were inserted some two
or three years since go to prove how the deceased utilized his time.
As may be gathered from the annexed letter, even his sleep was interrupted by his musings ; and those musings he was anxious to turn t()
account for the benefit of his fellow-creatures. Most evident it is
that "R. W. J." was not among those listless and indolent folk who
are at a loss to know what to do to "kill time," as they say, and
who are wont to fritter away that great loan, a moment of which it
is utterly beyond their power to recall. It is remarkable that the last
pieces written by the deceased should have been upon "The Seven
Ages of Man," the latter upon the closing up of his earthly career.
It seemed to bespeak a premonition upon his part of his own call
hence !-ED.]
1'0 the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-I feel I must write and tell you that your
old subscriber (of fifteen years to your valuable and interesting paper,
Old Jonathan), R. W. JENNINGS, passed away to his heavenly home on
February 27th last, after a week of unconsciousness, except at intervals.
He was laid by only a fortnight, but had been very unwell indeed a
long, time. He was laid up a fortnight the beginning of December last;
and, although of such a persevering nature that he managed to get to his
business (watch.making), yet everyone could see how he had only rallied
for a little while. Softening of the brain our doctor said it was. He
was a delicate man always, having a deformed spine, and his work was
trying to his brain j and then his one great pleasure, writing to Old
Jonathan, was trying too, the doctor said, as many of the pieces were
composed during a sleepless night on his bed.
r feel you will be interested, dear Dr. DOUDNEY, with the little
details, as he is an old subscriber. He always bought two dozen each
month (sometimes more) to distribute in all sorts of ways, with the
prayerful hope of doing some little good, if God were pleased to use
it as an instrument. I am his daughter, an only child. My mother
and I are alone in the world, with the exception of one cousin of
mother's.
He has not left any writings, either commenced or finished, as, since
his illness in December, he felt his thoughts for writing for the press
were all used up, and never wanted a pencil and paper to scribble on
during either that illness or the last, as he always did in past illnesses.
He was always so patient in suffering, and would do or take anything
we wished him without a murmur, although he evidently felt he was
near the end of his earthly journey, as he said, more than once, he
should not be here when the March Old Jonathan came out j and he
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passed away at a quarter to one in the morning, as Old Jonathan came
home in the evening, twenty hours later. It is a groat loss to my dear
mother. They had been married nearly twenty-seven years, and lived
happily; but she has been wonderfully supported, and has fully realized,
"As thy days thy strength shall be;" and, although we have but one
relation, friends have been raised up in our time of bereavement, where
we (in some instances) le::tst expected.
Now, dear Dr. DOUDNEY, I will close, hoping I have not trespassed
too long on your valuable time, to read so much from me; but we
feel as if you are a dear old friend, having read your pieces in Old
Jonathan so many years. We have fifteen years of them in the house
bound. You may imagine with what delighted pleasure my dear father's
two pieces in March were read by all friends; and also any yOll may
yet have of his to appear will be read with like pleasure. We hope
to continue taking them in, although we cannot contribute in writing
to them. At Christmas my father always bought several annualsthirteen this last Christmas, and disposed of all. It seemed to be his
one hobby and great pleasure to have anything to do with it.
With kindest regards from mother and myself, hoping you are
enjoying good health, believe me to be, dear Dr. DOUDNEY,
Yours most respectfully,
Isl'ington, March 11th, 1883.
EMILY JENNINGS.

«RETRACINGS AND RENEWINGS."-TESTIMONY FROM A
MINISTER IN HIS SEVENTY-SEVENTH YEAR.

To the Editoi· of the Gospel Magazine.
~\1y DEAlt

Sm,-Many thanks for the book you so kindly sent me.
1 prize it very much. Such a recoI'll, in all its simple truthfulness,
~locs honour to the God of truth and love.
It will fall into many
Jlands when you .and I may be 1·ctmcing the hand of our heavenly
Father's love and wisdom in His presence above. 'What a mercy to
be able to look back on so many years of honoured labour in the
Lord's vineyard, w.ith His smile upon us, and a character unstained
11Y errors and backslidings, by which our work might have been
greatly damaged, and the blessed Lord dishonoured! I trust and pray
that you may yet have many years of blessed toil for the Master;
and then, when called away, not only triumph over all fea1' of the
l:tst enemy, but over the enemy himself, and hear Him say, "Well
done, good and faithful servant."
Thanks, too, for the pamphlet. Ah! my dear sir, it is in vain that
wo should try to accommodate God's truth to the scepticism of the
times, and God.-dishonouring too. I, like yourself, am old-fashioned
enough to abide by Moses and the prophets, Christ and the apostles,
to the end, at all costs, and thus follow in the footsteps of thousands
-of good and holy men. Safety is there, and there alone I dare trust it.
My love and best wishes.
Yours affectionately,
February 27th, 1883.
JOHN PHI LP.
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"HOPELESS CASE"-MAN'S "IMPOSSIBLE "-AND
THE LORD'S ANSWERS TO PRAYER.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-Many years the writer has had the conviction, if the
Lord lays on the mind, in the spirit of prayer, any case of His
own living family, however hopeless to human reason, the Holy Spirit,
as the RemembranceI' inditing the request, according to His divine
teaching, long as the delay may be, answers must come. Proofs he has
had after many years have expired-yea, infant broath of prayer receiving clear answers after three-score years (Matt. vi. 6),.
My feelings I cannot express when reading "Out of the Depths"
(pages 373 to 378 of last June's GOSPEL MAGAZINE). I read with
astonishment the lines of mysterious experience in "great waters,"
where so much business had been done by the writer, in his deep and
solemn exercises. It occurred to me-" Surely our God has His own
way of teaching all His children, however veiled with mystery j and He
'will lead them in paths they have not known,' where the greatest
foresight and wisest endeavours, put forth by the most efficient attainments, prove only shadows before the divine test. His ol'Lleal must
try and prove what He can do with, and for, poor helpless sinners.
The gold, as the hay and stubble, must be made manifest by fire. As
the precious metal loses nothing but the dross by the process, so its
real nature and quality answers to the refinement."
I read the piece nearly through before observing the signature.
Imagine my feelings! Only a few days previously I inquired of a
friend of his, on whose information I had much confidence, and was
assured by him "the case was hopeless."
Oh, how the earnest prayers of our dear minister, Mr. VARDER, and
others, in private and public, so oft preferred at the throne of grace
on his behalf, appeared honoured with indescribable answers, and what
you, dear Mr. Editor, had asserted in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE also
confirmed. What can we say 1 The Lord hath done it, and "it is
marvellous in our eyes." Surely He has done what was best. Ble~s,
for ever bless, His name! May prayer be further answered in his
being brought up "out of the depths" to feed the flock of slaughter,
not only by pen, but the ministrations of the Gospel of the grace of
Christ, the Holy Spirit enabling him to elucidate many obscure passages
of God's Word, to the comfort of His deeply-tried family. Ah ! yet
may it be the Lord's pleasure to make him the honoured servant of
increasing usefulness, working faithfully, freely, and honestly in His
vineyard.
.Man's" impossible." A member at the Tabernacle Chapel, Yeovil,
was so seriously ill that a physician was sent for from London. His
opinion confirmed that of tho doctors here. "It was impossible for
her to recover without a surgical operation, and with it, very doubtful."
It was evident her case was deeply impressed on the minds of God's
praying family-minister and people pleading with great earnestness, in
public and private, for her rostoration, to that God who is the prayerhearing and prayer-answering God. The earnestness of confident reli:111co
upon His power to dfllivor, much as faith was challenged by tho
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"impossible," was firm in the belief that He would answer prayer in
her deliverance, if the operation were not performed. To the glory of
His name be it recorded, although day after day death was expected,
she was mercifully delivered, and the Lord's "possible," in answer to
prayer, made the joy of many hearts.
Oh, wpat encouragements there are to "pray without, ceasing"! Oh,
for more of the grace which enables us to divest the mind of being
over-anxious, whatever our increasing cares and burdens may be, by
pouring out our hearts to the Lord, and committing all to Him! May
the life, grace, spirit, and power of prayer keep us' communing at the
throne of grace-" the blood-stained mercy-seat "-until we breathe out
our spirits to Him, our Best Beloved, "who, being in an agony, prayed
more earnestly to His God."
,
"The saints, in prayer, appear as one
In word, and deed, and mind;
While with the Father and the Son
Sweet fellowship they find."

Dear Mr. Editor, may the Lord's especial blessings attend your
labours, and those of the dear saints whose writings in the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE afford so much pleasure and comfort to the writer in his
homeward travel, and which, being the experience of the Scriptures in
their hearts, is t4e bright outcome of spiritual life, light, and teaching,
so little understood and so much despised in this day of "Lo, here is
Christ, and, Lo, there is Christ." May the special spirit of prayer be
our special blessing in these special, solemn, Christ-despising times, is
the desire of a much-tried one,
Yeovil.

JOHN BARBER.

\:

'THE PRECIOUSNESS OF CHRIST.
"Unto you therefore which believe He is pr'eciot£s."-l PETER ii. 7.
PRECIOus-when the morn unfoldeth
O'er the hills in light afar;
Faith's adoring gaze beholdeth
Him, the Bright and Morning Star.

Precious-when life's joy surroundeth,
Shedding radiance all around;
Yet, when every joy aboundeth,
He " exceeding joy" is found

Precious-when the daylight fadeth,
Hovers night with darkening
wing;
Swaet repose the tired one haileth,
Precious" rest" doth .TesU!l bring.

Precious-when the spoiler blighteth
Hopes which bloomed so fair and
bright;
With" immortal hope" He lighteth 1
Up the gloom of sorrow's night. lA ....

'Precious-when day's duty leadeth
Oft in toil and strife to be ;
" Strength" and "peace" my spirit
needeth;
Oh, how precious then is He !

Precious-when the path descendetk
Towards death's dark and lonesome
vale;
" Rod and staff" for comfort sendeth,
When my heart and flesh do fail.

Precious-when the noontide tireth,
Weary, faint, I water crave;
What my thirsty soul desireth,
"Living streams" in Him I have.

Precious-with His own he stayeth
Through the hour of mortal strife;
Tenderly each fear allayeth ;
Precious then is "Christ, my Life."

January 15th, 1883.

S. E. BANCROFT.
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WORDS FROM AFAR.
To the Ed'itol' of the GMpel .Jfagazine.
MY" DEAR BROTHER IN THE LORn JESUS CHRIST,-Thc folJowin~
.are a few thoughts (which you are at liberty to insert or othorwise in
the GOS]'EL MAGAZINE) on that precious and sacred portion of the divine
testimony, "In Him dwelleth all the flllne~s of the Godhead bodil.y"
(Col. ii. 9). I am well a~rare of my utter incompetency even to look
.into the glorious reality of such a profonnd and incomprohcnsibln
subject; yet I feel a strong inclination to record the desire of my soul in
thus trying, in some measure, feebly to set it forth. And here I again
feel my incapacity, inasmuch as it is impossrble for unsanctified sense and
;reason to be possessed of that sanctified knowledge so essential to understand, in any measure, this sacred mystery of our most ILOly faith, which
mystery can only be savingly known, felt, and enjoyed by an Holy Ghostwrought precious, living, loving, saving, abiding, amI. obedient faith,
thus enabling the child of God to receive and comprohond the glories
and sublimity of this preciolls truth, and even then "as th rough a glass
darkly," and this, too, in Fatherly mercy to our finite capacity. I have for
some time past been fully convinced of the cause alld l'cnJity of the
'shadows which gather around this and other similar portions of the
-divine records, which shadow is caused by the pure and spotless body
of our Lord receiving and absorbing, as it were, the rays of the eternal
Godhead, and thus tempering those rays through His pure humanity,
-to suit our case and position, as poor fallen and ,debased creatures. It
was this shadow which one of old sat under and was l'efreshcu.
You will perceive that I have availed myself of the testimony of those
two godly and learned men of blessed memory, Dr.. GILL and Dr.
HAWKER. Indeed, I found the subject too much for my spiritual attainments, and, as such, have gladly acc~pted their most valuable help and
assistance. I do hope that what I may thus write will not be altogether
unacceptable to you, or others of the living family of the Lord Jesus
Christ to whom these lines may come.
"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. And tho
·Word was made flesh, and dwelt amongst us. And we beheld His glory,
the glory of the only-begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth."
Truly might the Apostle exclaim, with rapture and amazement, " Great is
the mystery of godliness, God manifest in the flesh." The Lord Jesus
Christ was possessed of God the Holy Spirit at His baptism (u. sweet
and solemn recognition of that sacred family rite and ordinanee); and in
His last discourse with His disciples He said to PhiI.ip, "He that hath
seen Me hath seen the Father: I and My Father are One." Thus we see
and behold the glorious unity of the Godhead in the Person of our
adorable Lord; and, further, the eternal and incomprehensible J ehovah
in all the perfections of His boundless attributes, encompassed and held
(by their joint consent) in material matter, even in a pu re and holy
body which was prepareci for its reception.
"No nearer we venture tlum this,
To gaze on 0. deep so profound,
Hut tread, whilst we taste of the bliss.
With rllverence the ho.llowed ground'

~

~
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The dignity find value of the active ILnu passive obedience of our Lord
under such an amazing indwelling power is beyond finite minds to
describe or attempt to set forth. True, in the accomplishment of His
wondrous miracles, such power was put forth in the God·lil<e love of His
heart and in the works of His hands. At such seasons the brightness
of the Godhead was made manifest, and, as the prophet Habakkuk hath
it, "Hc had homs coming out of His hand, and there was the hiding of
His power." Tho fulness of the indwelling of the Godhead 111\([ theft
bodily presence in the Lord .J esus Ohrist was thus discovered. He srake
as the God·Man, and it was done. Yet that power was ploased to
bruise and crush Him, and demand of that pure and holy body the most
excrucia.ting agony, sufferings, and death for the salVation of the Ohurch.
Truly may we exclaim, "0 the depths both of the wisdom and
knowledge of God! how unsearchable are His judgments, and His
wflY" past finding out!" "For of Him, and through Him, and to Him
are all things, to whom be glory for ever. Amen."
The obedience and righteousness of God, shining forth in full
satisfaction in that of the God-Man, and ever accepted as such by the
resurrection of our Lord from the dead, and the rehabitation in the same
body, and also the possession of the fulness of the indwelling power of
the Gedhead ill Him, fills all heaven and the Ohurch triumphant with
rejoicing and eternal joy, and the Ohurch militant on earth with loving
gratitude, adoration, thanksgiving, and praise. Well may the Ohurch be·
secure under such a glorious compact-the love of the eternal God, in
and through the love of the God-Man; the blood of God, streaming:
through and with the blood of the God-Man; love to save and secure,
blood to atone; love to accept the sacrifice, and all who are savingly'
interested therein. But the subject is too great, too holy, too mysterious,
too good, too sublime for my poor mind to grasp, l'eceive, and embrace ;.:
yet I love to entertain the thought, the assured hope, that I shall
ultimately see Him as He is, and be like Him, and also be an inheritor
together with Him of the same et'Olrnal glory for ever and ever. Amen
and amen.
"God is everywhere-resides in the human nature of Ohrist in the
highest and most exalted manner; that is to Deity what the human body
is to a human soul: it is the house in which He dwells. The Godhead
cl wells in Ohrist as in a tabernacle, in allusion to the tabernacle of Moses,
which looked mean outside, but all-glorious within. The human nature
of Ohrist is the true antitypical tabernacle which God pitched, and not.
man, and which is filled with the train of the divine perfections,.
signified by the fulness here-the fulness of the divine nature, of all the
perfections of Deity, such as eternity, immensity, omnipresence,
omnipotence, omnisciency, immutability, necessary and self-existence, and
every other; for, if one perfection were wanting, the fulness, much less.
all the fulness, of the Godhead would not be in Him. The fact of
inhabitation denotes the union of the two natures of Ohrist, and expresses.
the distinction of them, and is to be understood of the Godhead as.
subsisting in the Person of th.e Son of God. The manner in which it,
dwells is bodily; not by power, as in the universe; nor by grace, atJ in th~
saints; Dor by any glorious t:manation of it, as in heaven; nor by gifts, as
in the prophets and eminent men of God; nor by signs and symbols :l.nd
R
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shadows, as in the tabernacle and temple; but essentially and personally,
or by personal union of the divine nature, as subsisting in the Son of
God, to a human body chosen and prepared for that purpose, together
with a reasonable human soul, which is the great mystery of godliness,
the glory of the Christian religion, and what qualified Christ for, and
recommended Him to us as, a Saviour; and as such, Christ only is to
be looked to, attended, and followed, who had all fulness ill Him 11
(Dr. GILL).
"The fulness of the Godhead dwelling in Christ bodily most
evidently and pbinly ~eans Christ personal. Not as God is said in
Scripture to dwell with His people, and walk in them, which means
nothing more than in a way of grace; but by the indwelling of the
Godhead bodily in Christ is meant a oneness and union of God and man
in One Person, so that the human nature of Christ is filled with the
divine nature, and both arc inseparably united, so as to form but one
and the same Person. Oh, the glorious truth! Oh, the vast dignity
bestowed on the Church! Oh, what a glorious Object of everlasting
love, adoration, and delight is our Lord Jesus! Well might the
Psalmist call Him 'the praise of all His saints'" (Dr. HAWKER,
abridged).
"For in Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily;" and, as
if fearing such a stupendous contemplation might overwhelm the mind
(as it might well do), the Apostle, by the Holy Ghost, adds, "Ye are
complete in Him, who is the Head of all principality and power."
Oh, the amazing depth of this mystery! God dwelling in flesh; yea, all
the fulness of the Godhead dwelling in Him bodily! This is not
the province of men or angels to unfold, neither is it revealed for the
object of curious discovery, buL for faith.
Melbourne, Austmlia.
J. F. M.
P.S.-The GOSPEL MAGAZINE is obtaining a wider circulation here at
the ends of the earth.
We look for it monthly, as a hand-basket
portion of choice and precious summer fruits from a far-distant land, and
are not disappointed in the selection of the fruit therein.
AN ADVERTISElI1ENT COl'IED FROM THE" COMMONWEALTH MERCURY"
(Thursday, September 2nd, to September 9th, 1658).-" There is newly
published 'A Few Sigh~; from Hell; or, The Groans of a Lost Soul,'
being an exposition of those words in the sixteenth of Luke, concerning the rich man and the beggar, wherein is discovered the lamentable
state of the damned; their cries, their desires in their distresses, with
the determination of God upon them. A good warning word to
sinners both old and young to take into consideration. betimes, lest
they come into the same place of torment. Also a brief discourse
,touching the profitableness of the Holy Scriptures, by that poor
servant of Jesus Christ, JOHN BUNYAN. Sold by M. WRIGHT, at the
King's Head, Old Bailey."-Another advertisement from the same
publication: "That excellent and by all physitians approved China
drink, called by the Chineans Teha, by other nations, Tay or Tee,
is sold at the Sultaness Head, a Cophee House in Sweeting's Rents
by the Royal Exchange, London."
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
1'0 the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR FRIEND,-The following extracts from numerous letters to
hand during the past month will again show the good hand of God in
connection with our work among soldiers and sailors ;FROM ONE WHO DAILY VISITS AMONG FOUR THOUSAND MEN.
"I received the last box of books you sent quite safely, but I am
now getting short again of reading; and, as your books are so highly
prized by the men, I sincerely hope that you will shortly send me
another. good supply."
FROM ANOTHER FRIEND WHO DAILY VISITS AMONG FIVE THOUSAND
MEN.
"The beautiful fern-cards you kindly sent me came to hand quite
safely. I feel very thankful to you for sending them to me. They are
indeed very much appreciated by the men in hospital. Some of them
are sent to different parts of England. God alone knows what good
they may do. As we expect a large number of troops here shortly,
I should feel very glad with some more of your nice books for
distribution.
" The men like Old Jonathan very much. There is a good work going
on here. Souls are being saved, anu Christ glorified among the soldiers.
If you have any cards fit for Sunday-school children, I should be
very glad with a few."
We hope shortly to send free grants of reading to these two servants
of the Lord. Who will help 1
E'llOM A}iOTHER ARMY AUENT, ASKING FOR HELP.
"Thanks for the annual Report of your very excellent work, and also
for your kind ofrer to furnish me with reading' for gratuitous distribution in this garrison and its noighbouring fort, where it is much
needed."
This friend subsequently writes, "I hasten to acknowledge the receipt
of the box of very excellent books and tracts. They will be welcomed
by the men, anu be instrumental, I trust, in doing much good.
"Wishing the Mission every success, and again thanking you, I am,
your obliged and affectionate brother,
"
FROM ONE OF THE ROYAL MARINES.
" Your two last parcels of books came safely to hand. I like them very
much. Some I gave away to the men that attend a Bible-class on
Sunday afternoon. I am glad 110 say we have a few on the Lord's side.
r was brought up at home to know Him, but was wayward when I
enlisted; but He has brought me back to His fold since I have been in
the navy. We have about nine hundred men here at present, and the
books will be a help to many."
FllOM A LIGHT-VESSEL KEEPER.
"I ackJiowledge the receipt of your books, with many thanks. I find
there is some "ery valuable reading in them. I hope the good work
r. 2
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you have un dertaken will prove
benefit to .many. I enclose five
shillings for your good Mission."
FROM ANOTHER LIGHTHOUSE KEEPER.
"I beg to acknowledge the packets of books I have received from yOI1,
with thanks.
We (my family and self) find them very interesting and
profitable. 0 ur lot is cast in a lonely island in the wild Atlantic Ocean,
where we can not attend any place of worship. We pray the Lord to
bless those kind friends who think of us lighthouse keepers in OUt'
lonely homes. "
FROM AN OLD SAILOR.
" I have received the parcel of GOSPEL MAGAZINES and OlcZ Jonathans
quite) safely. I thank you very much for them. One of my friends
told me that he had never seen anything so plain and truthful.
" We have very wi Id weather here-snow in places several feet deep,
and gales of wind one after the other-ships wrecked, and men lost close
to our door. Only last night a ship came ashore; but, thank God,
the crew were saved by the lifeboat. Oh, let us pray, deal' brother,
for those at sea, for no one knows their hardships only those who
have experienced it."
In the foregoing letters there is an increasing demand for sound
reading iu the army and navy; and surely no expense or labour should
be spared by lovers of truth to meet this felt and expressed need,
especially in these days, when its enemies are spending thousands of
pounds to undermin e the foundation of Zion.
\Vc are glad to report the safe arrival of our two cases of Bibles,
tracts, &c., in Egypt, for the army of occupation. Our agent writes, "I
feel so thankful to our heavenly Father for the supply, as the men are
continually asking for God's Word. Any other books that you can
send will be most acceptable."
We still trust in God to provide means for carrying on His own work
in connection with this Mission. Friends wishing to help in this caUSil
can do so by sending donations in money, &c., to me, at the Old Gaol
Chapel, Salisbury.
Yours in Gosp"l Bonds,
lJ1[arch 15th, 1883.
CHARLES BRIDER.
THE

GOOD

AND

GRACIOUS HAND OF A WONDER.
WORKING GOD.
To the EcZit(yr of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR SIR,-I was a correspondent of yours some years ago,
when sending you some sermons by the late Dr. MARSTON. For
some months past it has often been on my minn to writfl to you,
but I did not like to add another to the long list of letters that must
daily come to you. I have, however, come acr0SS IL letter which you
wrote me in February, 11~65. I did not know I still had it, but it
was once more sweet to me in the reading of it, and so strengthened
the spiritual union I have ever felt towanls you that I felt I mnst
write. Yours was written soon after the going home of your beloved
daughter, and the going away of a clear son. It seemed good to read
again of the way in which the Lord had supported you. But what
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numbers of " Ebenezers " have you had since then ! Your letter in the
W-~ltshiTe PTotestallt Eea,con, giving the good news of the bringing out
'Of captivity of our dear friend, was most encouraging to me. Though
he is unknown to me but by name, I had watched and waited for
that deliverance. I know a little of the deep waters of temptation;
and, indeed, am very much in them now. The cold stream of
infidelity is the 011e that most often sets strongly against me,*' and I
often envy thosf\ hearers of the Word who doubt nothing save their
own interest in the great salvatic,n. Yet" though in myself so full of murmuring and unbelief, I mnst still say, "The Lord is good;" and I have
had numberless instances that I could tell yon of His goodness as a prayerinditing and prayer-answering God. I think' I must tell you of onf'.
Some fourteen years ago, I lost both my beloved parents, and also a
good fortune-the latter went through lawyers and Chancery. I came
to Devizes, and began taking pupils. I had left the communion of the
Church. In this, of courRe, you will not sympathize with me. Inability
to reconcile infant baptism with Scripture was my reason. Our Arch~teacon kindly brought me the papers of the Clergy Orphan Society,
but said he feared he should have to take them back unsigned, as he
knew my principles; and this, of course, he did. However, the Lord
has provided, though I have been in very great straits many times. I
have had pupils ever since; and it is curious that, though it is well
known that I belong to the "Old Baptist Chapel" here, yet I, have
the children of our very High Church clergy, and the daughter of
Archdeacon BUCHANAN, from the neighbouring village of Potterne. I
have a clergyman's daughter from London, too, as a boarder; and not
one of the parents of my pupils is a Dissenter, so that I have proved
that the hearts of all are in the Lord's hands.
The instance I was going to speak of is this. A few years since,
I
during a severe illness, I sank down into a depth of soul trouble.
felt gone long below bope, and without a breath of prayer. On my
recovery I only sank the lower. It seemed to me that the coldness of
despair was around me. Sermons were like salt to a wound, because I
could trace no hungerings, no longings, nothing of God's work in my
heart. I knew, as a matter of fact, that, if I had nothing, I could still
come to J eSllS with nothing, as He brought me at first, and continues
to bring; but then, I had no heart to come. Outward things, too,
began to go all wrong. I needed many more pupils than I had.
There were no more children of the class I take in the town. The
tastes I thought I had of the love of Ohrist had spoiled me for the
world. A great part of my time was spent in confessing my vileness
to the Lord, for in that, at least, I could feel I was sincere; but, as
to a real cry for m6rcy, that seemed far as the sun above my head.
Things got worse and worse, till one day, after about nine months
of this misery, Mr. HAZLERIGG was to preach at a neighbouring chapel.
I thOll3ht I would at least go, though looking for nothing. Just
before going, a sudden feeling struck me that I must ask for a
'blessing. I actually tried not to pray, feeling determined I would
have nothing, not even a cry, that I did not feel sure came from the
.. Yours is no exceptional case in this respect.-Eo.
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Lord. However, I was compelled to pray that a blessing might
accompany the Word. The text was, "The Lu}'(l shall comfort Zion;
He shall comfort all her waste place3," &c.
Mr. HAZLERIGG seemed to take up every "waste place" that I had
been in for so long, and showed how the Lord alone would comfort;
and truly He did comfort me through that never-to-be-forgotten
sermon. He gave me back the love (especially). and all that I thought
was gone for ever. I could never before have believed that such a
complete apparent loss and such a complete restoration could have
been possible. Mr. HAZLERIGG spoke of the "wilderness like Eden"
as temporal restoration, and "the desert like the garden of the Lord"
as spiritual restoration. I was experiencing the latter, and had faith
given me to believe in the former.
Coming out of the chapel, the words came with such sweetness,
"Let cares like a wild deluge come," &c.; and I could once more say,
"My God, my heaven." The whole of that chapter the same evening
was much blessed to me, and especially the words, "I have taken out of
thine hand the cup of trembling;" and I am sure that I never shaH
drink that particular "cup of trembling" again. I never have since,
though they have been bitter ones at timos.
I expected more cares from the weight with which the promise of
deliverance rested on my heart, and they came. I thought I must give
up my home at Christmas, and things got so bad I found I should not be
able to get on even till then. One day, when the supplies were running
very low, the wife of the Vicar of Stanton St. Bernard (Mr. WARD) came
in. She is a good woman. She asked me much about my circumstances, and I told her-and the more freely, as she had never been in
any position to give me any temporal aid. But now she said she had a
five-pound note in her pocket for me. I refused it for a long while,
till she said that Mr. WARD had received an unexpected railway
dividend of fifty pounds that morning, and had immediately set apart
one-tenth for some one of the Lord's children, and I had come much
to Mrs. WARD'S mind, so she brought it to me; so I believed then
it was from the rigllt quarter.
Many weeks afterwards she came again, and, finding me with no more
prospects, she took out another five pounds; but this time I positively
refused, feeling sure that it was only her warm-heartedness that
prompted the offer, and she could not tell me anything of the Lord
having laid it 011 her mind. At last she said she should insist on
leaving it for me, to use if really necessary, and I consigned it to a
drawer, where it remained week after week.
One friend, who knew a little of how much I was tried, wanted
to speak to some others about me, but I was 80 bent on the Lord's
gracious deliverance, according to His Word, that I refused help from
any other quarter. The spiritual restoration had been so marked,
and all that autumn the work had been well tried; and He gave me
faith to believe that the temporal deliverance would be a marked one too.
When within a few days of the time of giving up my home, I had one
morning a special time of prayer and submission to the Lord's will;
and, coming downstairs, found a letter from a friend, who knew
nothing of my circumstances, and of whom I had not heard for a

'''It.

ospel M t1.llatsill v.

247

long while. Ho willhod to know oxn.otly how I w/VI getting on j and,
in two days' titn6, 8cnt me a chequo forthirLy })oundo. Thus the
Lord sweotly 80Al(ld tho work of His own hand, Itllt! OMbled me to
bless His l)J'ooiou, name. The numbor of pupila 800n increased to
about thirty, lultl overy promise was fulfilled.. fthis hOolJ given me
mueh sympat.hy with the tempted and tried.
And now, l)l'obably, you will wonder why I shoul<] writo to you.
My objoot wu two·fold- one, to bear a fooble testimony to tho Lord's
gopdnon; Lho other, to say that, should you know of any of God's
children who 0.1'0 tried in providence, and have daughtors to be
educat.eel, 1 would take them at from thirty pounds to thirty-Jive
pound, tho yoar j or (if they could not afford more) for simply what
would 1)1\Y for their board. I have a great desire to have the
Whll'611 of God's children, and have been somewhat favoured in this
rtlapoot. Iowa Him such a debt of gratitude, and I want to give
time I\nu work to His children, if He permit.
I ho.ve lately moved to a country house just outside the town. My
It\udlord has built me an excellent school-room, and we have a good
playground. I have a good English governess to help me. She takes
the girls to church, and I, as I said, attend the Baptist Chapel.
I have thought a good deal of one clergyman, whom I know only by
name, but I heard of him from dear Mr. and Mrs. ALDRIDGE, at W orton.
His ministry was greatly blessed to a young friend of mine, and I
have often wondered whether he has any girls to be educated. Mr.
SANG ER I allude to.
I feel I owe you many apQlogies for this long letter. Trusting
that richost blessing will follow your work,
I am, yours very faithfully,
ttcme Road, 71ear Devizes, Jamt()fl·!J 8th, 1883.
J-. E. HOLLIS.

OD'S SIEVE.

" I will sift the house of Ismel . • . like as corn is sifted in a sieve, yet
shall not the least gmin fall upon the eaTth."-AMos ix. 9.
WHO, then, amongst the very least of God's children, need fear
His "sifting" 1 With what a searching, watchful, loving eye must
God regard His own treasure; since nothing-literally nothing-but
tho chaff, which cleaves so closely to us all, will be sifted away 1
N at the least grain allowed to fall to the earth! Oh, that we
coul<1 hail the sifting-time, instead of shrinking-like children deserving
tho rou-from that which marks us as the true wheat! We never
so fully saw the force of the Scripture, "rejoicing in tribulation,"
as when pondering the preciolls text which heads our paper. It is
necossary that God fan-winnow Ilis wheat, or how could it be meet
for the garner 1 The process may be mysterious and doubtful to us,
but the "afterward" will be replete with untold and eternal riches,
and redound inconceiyably to the honour and praise of Him who is
" Wisdom" indeed !
Ca1'dijj:
J. P. C.
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LETTER BY THE LATE W. ROMAINE.
DEAR MRS. B--,-You want to receive something from llS whioh
broathes the air of Canaan. Is not Jesus Canaan itself 1 h Ho not
the Breath, the Light,' of Life; the Bread, the Water, of Lifo; th
~arment of salyation; the everlasting feast of joy and gladness of that
olessed country 1 While we talk of Him by the way, as wo (\1'
travelling to it, we are not only to breathe the air, but also enjoy
the good things of Canaan itself; for, when Jesus dwells in our h')fU't
by faith, we then have possession of the promised inheritance. 0111'
Jesus is all of it to us. Having Him, we have it all. Canaan is It
wilderness without Him. The finest place you can conceive woulll
be no heaven if Jesus were not there; and, wherever He is, there
heaven is, as the court is where the king is. "Whom have I in
heaven but Thee1" said blessed David; and one full of the same spirit
placed his utmost wishes in being "present with the Lord," which
he knew was best of all. Our heaven, you know, my friend, is not
the place, nor the fine things in it, gold and silver and precious
stones, but it is Jesus, our matchless, lovely Saviour. His presence
is to us the fulnes3 of joy. The common notion of heaven is very
much like the Turk's paradise. Writers and preachers generally mak
it a most glorious place, full of the richest things; and they tak
care to tell us there is no pain there, but all pleasure. So it is. But
what sort of pleasure 1 Why, to be with the Lord Jesus Ohrist, to
see Him face to face, and to "see Him as He is"; to behold the glory
of God in the Person of Jesus Christ, according to our Lord's prayer,
"Father, I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with
Me where I am, that they may behold My glory." This is the
highest enjoyment, to behold His glory. They have nothing above
this in heaven; and of this, faith has some very sweet foretastes
below.
If this be the language of your heart, you are indeed breathing the
air of Canaan, and partaki~g, according to your present capacity, of
the good things of it. The lieir of that promised land is your Saviour,
and with Him you are an heir of God and co-heir with Christ.
Your Hebrew verse proves evidently that you are one of these happy
co-heirs, because you are longing for more sweet breathings and
heavenly gales of grace, coming from and drawing you to Jesus,
and thereby assuring you more of the promised inheritance.
.
There are certain means appointed for these purposes, of which, while
we make use, may their end be answered in your soul and mine. The
first is, the Word, which is the ministration of rightoousness that
exceedeth in glory, being the right.eousness not of 11 creature only,
but also of God, for therein is this righteousuoss l'ovoaled from faith
to faith. Tho Word is a revelation of the glory of this righteousness
of God, in tllO Porson of Jesus Christ, discovol'ing to us the Father's
grace and lovo in })Iaciog t.he fuloess of this rignteousness, with all
its fruits, in His oo.equal Son; and the Spirit's grace and love in
testifying and glorifying of' this f.ulness, 11.1111 in bringing the believer
to rest safe and livo l,o.ppy upon it. Hero I take shame to myself
for reading so littlo of tlu8 precious treasuro, which breathes through.
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Qut the perfumed air of Canaan. Learn, my friend, from my sad
experience; and, when you read more than I have done, mindSecondly, that you read in a constant dependence upon the inward
teaching of the Spirit of Jesus. The Word is the ministration of the
Spirit, by which He is administered, and with which He acts; for He
is to the Word what light is to the eyes. Let a mall have ever such
good eyes, he cannot see anything with them unless ho have light;
s@ the Word must lave light shining upon it to make us soe in His
clearness, and feel it in its power. When He opens tho eyes of our
understanding, and enlightens them to understand the Scripture, one
cannot help admiring and adoring what light He throws upon them
and what life He puts into them, for He renders them "the
power of God unto salvation." Then one gets up to Pisgah's top, and
not only fine prospects of Canaan's fruitful hills appear, but also her
spicy odours perfume the air, and bring up rich foretastes of that good
and gracious land. Oh, for more of this Spirit in you and me! Re
is the very breath of life to quicken the Word. With it in your hand,
and, Him in your heart, you will have the inspiration of the Almighty,
and your present knowledge will be but like infancy, compared to that
maturity to which He will bring you; forThirdly, the Word of God, thus explained by the Spirit, will make
this material world breathe the air of the spiritual world. The things
that are made were, therefore, made for what they are, on purpose to
represent and to convey ideas of the invisible things of God. Every
outward object is a picture of some inward object, for none of them
were made for themselves, but were to' reflect and give ideas of something else, namely, of Jesus and His spiritual world. Here the
Scripture philosophy becomes a vast help to a spiritual mind. It
represents the world, al,ld all things in it, as mere shadows; and
informs us what the true Object is which each of them stands for, so
that the philosophic mind looks through the sign to the thing signified.
Thus all nature preaches gmce. Every object speaks something of Jesus,
2.nd you cannot open your eyes without being told something of Him.
Many are the advantages of viewing things in this light, such
as a continual increase of knowledge. The understanding improves
by every object, as it learns to spiritualize everyone of them, and
is kept close to the truth; for whatever presents itself to the
eye carries its right instruction to the eye of the soul, and thereby
hecomes profitable to our spiritual and eternal interest. Temptations
are kept out, for they all come from not seeing objects in a true
light. The enemy misrepresents, and thereby deceives. Whether he
tempt the eye or the heart, he cannot cheat them but by false colours
and lies. The world is kept out, for the spiritual man cannot
fall in love with shadows, which all things here are. The whole
creation is but a picture; the bouy and substance is Jesus and His
kingdom. The principal advantage is, conversing and having fellowship with J'esus in every object of which we know the time, nature,
and use. \\Then we sit down, or walk by the way, eat" or drink, or
rest, see heaven above, with its furniture of sun, moon, &c., or the
earth beneath, with its creatures, its products, &c., everything has a
tongue, and reads a lecture concerning Jesus. This the spiritual
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Psalmist heard, when he calls upon all things, animate and inanimate,
to join him in praising his Jesus-and a blessed concert they mnke.
My heart has been ravished wit,h hearing "the heavens declaro th
101'y of God," and the earth, and all that therein is, echoing back
again loud praises to His glory. I cannot walk into the garJen, bnt
flowers and fruits tell me to praise my Jesus. In the fields I am told
f Him, and that not fancifully, as a sportivo imagination may mnk
something out of nothing j but the Scripture informs me what such
an object represents, and the sight of it mises the spiritual idea; so
that, whatever I rightly understand, it Ispeaks to me of Jesus, allll
reminds me of something relating to Jesus and to His kingdom.
Then, my dear friend, Canaan is kept in view, and we always breathe
its pure air, and that incomparably glorious Jesus who makes Canaan
what it is grows better known and more beloved. He is become my
one study, but I am a very dull scholar. What I have learnt is but
just enough to make me count all but dross for Him, So much
remains still to be learnt, He being an infinite and art everlasting good,
that I am pressing on. Oh, how my heart longs for more of the
"excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord j I, and, as I get
some little advance, fresh "iews of His glory sink me to the dust.
My vileness is most felt in His clear light. The more precious He
grows, the more humble views I get of myself. As Christ rises, self falls.
May you find it so, and the more you do find it, so muoh tho more will.
you breathe the air of Canaan,-t am, yours very sineerely,
Brighton, Septembe1" 1765.
W. ROMAINE.

Ir.ohsbnt
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THE TIMES WE LIVE IN.
THE Bristol Times and Mi1'r01' of March 14th contains the annexed
announcement :"The new vicar of St. James's, Ilevizes-the Rev. C, E. B. BARNWELL,
M.A.-,commenced his labours in the parish on Sunday by the ceremony
of reading himself in. There were crowded congregations both morning
and evening, and, instead of sermons, the rev. gentleman read throu~h the
Thirty-nine Articles and expounded ·them. He denounced the Oa.1VlOistic
doctrine of predestination as being ·more pernicious than tho doctrines
of the Church of Rome. He also expressed his belief ill the doctrine
of the Real Presence in the Sacrament. The new vicar will be formally
inducted by the Archdeacon of Wilts: on Saturday next."
[Alas! alas! what are we coming to 1 Can anything be more
absurd-not to say, void of principle or common honesty-than for a
man, as it were, in the same breath, to subscribe to, and at the same
time denounce and condemn, tho Articles of the Church to which he
professedly conscientiously belongs 1 What a teacher of truth! What
a pattern! What:1.ll example! Alas! alas! what a fearful day of
reckoning awaits all such !-En.]

The Gospel lI!agtl,:illc.

251

EXTRACT FROM A SEHMON,
PREACHED SEPTEMBER 3RD, 1848, BY THE LATE RRV. JOS'El'H IRONS,
THE GRO~E, CAMBERWELL, LONDON.

"And being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, and became
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross." -PHILIP]~IANS, ii. 8.

\

EVERY minute circumstance relating to the incarnation, sufferillgs, and
triumphs of the precious Christ of God demands the minute attention
of every child of God; and every phrase or word ,employed by the
Holy Ghost to set forth His Person, His official character, and His
perfect work, will be found, upon close and prayerful consideration and
meditation, to be full of meaning and of instruction. All the characters
He assumes-all the names and appellations gi ven to Him-all the
figurative expressions employed respecting Him-have in themselves
something extensively important and instructive; and we do well to
meditate upon them, without allowing the idea of their sameness for
one moment to cross our minds, for the variation of every single word,
descriptive of the Person of the Lord ./ esus .Christ, demands the closest
investigation.
I am led to this remark at the opening of my discourse by the
impression made upon my own mind, in the reading of this verse, by
the word" fashion "~_Cl being found in fashion." I could not help
diverting my attention for a moment unto the foolish use made of this
word, and contemplating what apes and fools persons make of themselves, spending almost their last sixpence to follow what they call the
fashion of the day. And then we arc frequently told that some great
personage set the fashion. Now, I have to invite your attention this
morning to the great Personage who has set a fa&hion that He will
never allow to be changed; and, if you do not go to heaven in the
fashion I am about to describe, you can never get there at all. It is
a fashion that never changes. It is immutable, it is infallible, it is
invincible; it cannot know any change.
I trust you will forgive me if I detain you for a moment with a contrast ofthe monster that pretends to this. Popery pretends to immutability
and infallibility, and frequently we hear the most ignorant and besottedly
superstitious amongst them catching up this saying from their priests,
" Qur religion is unchanged and unchangeable." What a lie! It changes
every day, it changes to every shape, it change!> to suit the customs of
every nation, it changes to everything barbarous and horrid. Look what
is the fashion of Popery in Italy. The fashion of the nightmare, a dark
incubus, sitting with a morbid crushing power upon the intellects of
its inhabitants-that is the fashion there. Is the fashion the same in
Spain 1 Until very lately, the fashion there was a barbarous Inquisition,
racking human invention for the torture of God's saints. What is the
fashion in France 1 Scoffing infidelity; for, after performing what they
call the Mass, they turn round and laugh, and are humbugging the people.
What is the fashion in Germany 1 The fashion of rag fair, where an
old coat is exhibited, forsooth, as an holy coat. Popery changes its
fashions everywhere, and yet they tell us it is "unchanged." What is
the fashion in Ireland 1 The midnight assassin. What is the fashion
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in America ~ Libertinism. What is the fashion in England'i A coquette,
sedn~ing all that it ca!l possibly win with its fascinating charms. There
is a changeful thing! Is it like our fasllion 1 No. I could mention
twenty other fashions, all as vile as he who invents them. But I merely
give these as a contrast to the glorious old fashion of Christ's work,
the fashion of His obedience, the fashion of His perfect salvation. It
is immutable, precisely the same thing every day. It is a perfect,
infallible salvation, for it was never known to fail any pOOl' sinner who
confided in it. If it could fail in any, it could fail in me; but, blessed
be God, it saves to the uttermost. It is infallible-it is an invincible
s9.lvation-for it comes right home to the sinner's heart and conscience,
pierces him through and through, kills him, and then makes him ali ve.
I cannot find such another fashion of religion in heaven, earth, or hell.
He was "found in fashion as a man." I love His fashion. My Bible
is a fashionable Book. I love my Bible, which declares my salvation in
Christ, my covenant Head, to be secured by the immutable decree of
the Deity.
" My worthless heart to gain,
The God who gave me breath
Was found in fashion as a man,
And died a cursed death."

ONE OF THE LORD'S "FOOLS."
(1

CORINTHIANS

iv. 10.)

IN one of her letters, Mrs. WINSLOW give3 the following interesting
account of a visit to a poor imbecile girl:" I entered the little room. It was clean and tidy, with a bed in
one corner farthest from the fiff\ by the side of which, in an old armchair, sat an idiot girl about seventeen years of age. She was dressed
neatly, and looked happy, though ill. Her mother, a respectable looking
woman, was by her side. I took an offered chair, and, drawing near
the girl, asked her how she was.. She replied, 'Sick.' 'And what have
you in your lap l' pointing to a book which lay there. She opened
it, and, with an expression of delight I shall not soon forget, reached
it to me. It was the New Testament. 'Do you love the Lord, my
child l' 'Oh, yes,' she replied, though with great difficulty; 'J'esus
is good.' ' He is good, my poor child! What a mercy for you that He
has enabled you to know it !' 'Oh, yes,' she repeated ~ain; 'Jesus is
good. Mr. MACLAY good man; Mr. MAIJLAY tell poor Ellen of Jesus.'
I turned inquiringly to her mother, who told me her simple, affecting
story. She had, a year or two back, been convinced that she was
it sinner, and her distress of mind in consequence was so great that
it brought on the illness (paralysis) wit~ which she was now afflicted.
Her in tellect, feeble from her birth, was now nearly gone, and she was
able to understand little else but that 'J esu~ is good, and loves poor
Ellen.' This was her constant cry, and she was always reading her New
Testam€Ut, which, with a hymn-book, was her constant companion. She
was very attentive to all I said about the Lord, and listened with great
eagerness. I read Iter a hymn she gave me, and then, looking earnostly
,in my face, she said, pausing between each word, 'In My Father's
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house are many mansions.' As she coulJ with difficulty speak,
repeated to hill' the following verses. But oh, what an expression of
joy and delight did she manifest! Her whole body was convulsed, and
her ecstacy seemed too much for her poor shattered fmme to bear. She
spread both hands before her face, while tears of joy stood in her eyes.
As soon as she could speak, 'Jesus is good, Jesus loves poor ElIen,' were
the words which seemed most fully to express her whole heart. So
great was her agitation, and so incessantly and rapidly were these words
repeated, that I was compelled to lay my hands gently upon her and
soothe her to silence. Wh<:ln I left her humble abode, I thought,
, There d wells an heir of glory, a joint-heir with Christ Jesus, in a cellar
kitchen, rich in faith.' Oh, how true the precious Word of God'God hath chosen the foolish things of the world, and weak things
of the world, and base things of the world,' and things which are
despised, and things which are not, that no flesh should glory in Hit-;
presence.' "
"

!ttbitiU$ anb Jttoficts of

\',
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The Treasury of David: containing an Original E:rposition of the Book o·f
Psalms; a Collection of IlhLstrative Extracts jrom the whole Rcmge of
Literatlwe; a Se1'ies oj Homilitical Hints upon almost every Verse; and
Lists oj W1'iters 1Lpon each Psalm. By C. H. SPURGEON. Yo!. YL,
Psalms cxix. to cxxiv. London: Pass more and Alabaster.
THE Psalms have been called the very" heart of the Bible," and well
they may be so-caBed. The book before us is named "The Treasu1:1J
~f David," and so it is, for the Psalms are a precious repository-a very
storehouse of blessedness! If we would test a man's heart-and-homereligion, favour us with a glance at his Bible ! We should at once
turn to the Psalms, there without doubt to find (if the possessor
knows anything experimentally of heart-work) the part of the sacred
",Vord most read, well-thumbed, interlined, underscored, and with certain
marginal dates and hieroglyphics, the which could only be understood
or interpreted by the owner. These, nevertheless, were indicative of
seasons and readings which memorialized both place and period as a
.Bethel-yea, a "none other than the house of God, and the very gate
of heaven." But these ,. family secrets" have to do with "a chosen
generation, a royal priesthoocl, a peculiar people." It is these, and these
alone, who have an insight into divine mysteries, and "bread to eat
which the world knows not 01'." Yea, they are fed upon royal dainties,
and these dainties are largely suppLied, instrumentally, through and by
the Psalmist, the sweet singer of Israel.
Under God, Mr. SPURGEO~ would have accomplisll''ld a mighty work
had he merely issued the volume before us'; instead of which, we are
called to comment upon the si.tllt of the series. Of the preceding five
volumes, no less It number than seventy-seven thousand have been
prin ted, ant], for the most part, issued! This is an astounding fact, .1,lnd
suggests grounds for greatest thankfulness in such truth-despising days as
the present. When, by reference to the index, it is found that some five
hundred names and authorities have been consulted in the writing and
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compiling the work, the intensity of the labour may in some measure
be imagined; and this coupled, it must be remembered, with varied
and most pressing occupations of a totally different charactcr. Touching
upon this matter, Mr. SI'URGEON says:The general acceptance gi,-en to this Commentary has placed me under a
heavy obligation to do my best even to the end. Towards that end I am
still proceeding with all possible diligence, and it is with great pleasure that
I look forward to the speedy issue of the seventh and last volume of the
work. Many labours distract me from this f'1Vourite employment, but I hope
to press on with more speed than of late, if my life be spared.

Again, touching upon the Psalm it:;elf-the 110th, which almost entirely
absorbs the present volume-Mr. SPULW I.;oN says:Other Psalms have been mere lakes, but this is the main ocean. It is a
<lentinelit of sacred thought, every inch of which is fertile as the garden of
the Lord. It is an amazing level of abundance, a mighty stretch of harvestfields.
I have nolY crossed the great pbin for myself, but not without
persevering, and I will add, pleasurable toil.

Touching the sacredness of the labour in which he has been engag"d,
in diving into and poring over this wonllerful 110th Psalm, Mr.
SPURGEON writes:Above all, I trust that the Holy Spirit has been with me in writing and
compiling these volumes, and, therefore, I expect that He will bless them
both to the conversion of the unrenewed and to the edification of believers. The
writing of this book has bcen a means of grace to my own heart. I have
,enjoyed for myself what I have prepared for my readers.
Tho Book of
Psalms has been a royal banquet to me, and, in feasting upon its contents,
I have seemed to eat angels' food. It is 110 wonder that old writers should
call it "the school of patience," "the soul's soliloquies," "the little Bible,"
'.'the anatomy of conscience," "the l'ose garden," "the pearl garden," and
the like. It is the Paradise of devotion, the Holy Land of poesy, the heart
of Scripture, the map of experience, and the tongue of saints. It is the
'spokesman of feelings which else had found no utterance.

Mr.

SPURGEON

adds:-

Does it not say just what we wished to say 1
:praises exactly such as our hearts delight in?

Are not its prayers and

Yes, undoubtedly; hence many a poor silent mourner and ardent longer
-yea, many who hunger and thirst after the bread and water of lifel'esort to the Psalms of David for that solace which meets the mourning
one, for those whispers of hope that cheer the longing one, for that
bread and that water which alone ean satiate the spiritually hungry
and the divinely thirsty one. Well does the compiler and commentator
add:-.
Th~se sacred hymns express all modes of holy feeling. They are fit for
childhood and old age. They furnish maxims for the entrance of life, and serve
:1S watchwords at the gates of death.
The battle of life, the repose of the
Sabbath, the ward of the hospital, the guest-chamber of the mansion, tho
.church, yea, even heaven itself, may be entered with Psalms.
THE Prutestant Times and Protestant Echo
are most important
publications, anll well worthy of support at the present juncture
especially, when the enflmy it} very deed. is "up and doing."
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Why the Chapel was Built; or, The Stir made by the Gospel in a Count1"!J
Town. Bya deccased Minister. 'With a Few Words upon the Present
State of Christendom, and a Conversation between a Parson and one
of his Parishioners. London: W. Wileman.
THIS is an admirable work. In it is set forth, in the clearest and
most forcible light, the power and preciousness of the Gospel, in
striking contrast with a mere customary or formal attendance upon the
outward ordinances of religion, or the .adoption of the sensational,
sacramental, and superstitious practices so rife in the present day.
The distinction between power and pTOfession is most striking, as
presented in these pages. The portraitures of the various characters
introduced in the work are drawn to the very life. It is scarcely
possible that such a work could bc read with indifference. Either a
spirit of heart-searching and inquiry must be stirred up by the perusal,
or a deadly hostility aroused by the Pharisaical pride and carnal enmity
of tho human heart. The issue of this work, at the present crisis, is
most seasonable, and it is worthy of an extensive circulation, the
which we trust it will command. It may be had (post free) for sixpence, or, in neat cloth, at ninepence.

The

,
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City of London Directory for 1883. London: W, H. and L.
Collingridge, City Press, Aldersgate Strcet.
THIS is a marvellous production, the issue of which, for the present
year, has been wisely delayed until January, in order that the
changes of names and alterations in firms inevitable at Christmas and
the fall of the year should be duly published in a corrected form. A
clearer, more defined, and elaborate Directory cannot be conceived
than the volume now before us. In addition to the most varied
and valuable information, it gives a large and copious map, with
colours to dcfine the different wards, and figures and letters to mark
the positions of churches and prominent buildings. This is such a
thoroughly practical book as no counting-house or public office should
lack.
Bethesda Mission, Portsmouth.
THE eleventh Annual Report of this very excellent Mission is fraught
with most grateful facts.
A special blessing has rested upon the
arduous labours of Commander KEY, in regard to his efforts among
the teeming population in the midst of which the Missio-n chapels are
erected. Any particulars with regard to the Mission he will gladly
supply upon application to him, at Downham, St. Edward's Road,
Southsea..
Episcopal Pe1jidy: Plain Words for the People about the Mac7conochie
Scandal. By the Rev. JAMES MORTIMER SANGAR, RA., Curate of
Drypool, Hull. London: W. Wileman.
Plain and powerful words. They are a remonstrance which was much
called for. Did true Protestantism prevail now, as in days that are
passed, nothing less would have sufficed the public than the resignation
of a post the responsible duties of which the Bishop of London has
utterly failed to fulfil.
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The JY[other's Treasury; containing Hints and Helps for the Household.
London: The Book Society.
THE yearly volume of this " monthly" is now before us, and a
thoroughly good shilling's worth it is. Its" hints" and its "helps"
::!re manifold, and cannot but be acceptable in families, and prove
a valuable aid at "mothers' meetings" and all similar gatherings.
The publishers are willing to send a specimen number upon application.
Nat'ional Bulwarks. London: \V. vVileman.
THIS is the sixth of a series of most valuable tracts. They are wen
worthy of a careful perusal, and ought to be circulated by tens of
thousands at the present juncture.
OU?'

THE Wiltshire Protestant Beacon, under its new Editor, the Rev. JAMES
ORMISTON, not only maintains its high Protestant tone, but becomes
additionally interesting and instructive in its character and contents,
month by month.
The Little Gleaner. London: Houlston and Sons.-This penny serial
maintains its position for interest and variety.

UNDER A CLOUD.
Low at Christ's footstool I must
stand,
And there for mercy plead;
There waiting, hope He may command
My empty soul to feed.,

I know He challgeth not, nor turns;
His mercy doth endure;
He all eternity discerns;
In Him salvation's sure.
But is it mine? Oh, could I know!
Am I recorded where
The springs of love and mercy flow 1
Is my name written there '/
No mere assumption is enough
My longing to appease;
Better the thorny path, though rough,
Than vain, deceptive ease.
I find no power of mine can take
One ray of hope to hold;
Oh, will the Lord always forsakc 1
Thus leave me dead ahd cold r *
Am I forSflken 1 A~ I not 1
Momentous questions these;
Where do I stand 1 What is my lot?
Who can my soul appease?
.' Juhn

Y.
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Ah ! who can tell how life begins 1
'Tis hid from mortal view; t
That hidden life which never sins,
No mortal can renew.
But some would bid me claim the power
Which God alone can give;
Can fallen creatures of an hour,
In death, be said to live 1
No; rather I would helpless lie,
" Cast down, but not destroyed; "
Perhaps the Lord, in passing by,
May not my soul avoid.
Oh, should He speak, and bid me rise,
Reveal His hands and side ;
Bid me receive the faith I prize,
And say, for ?ne He died I
All glory to His holy name; ,
His word could set me free
From sin and doubt, and' death and
shame,
To all eternity.'
" It is n~t of him that willeth,:::
, 'Nor' him that ru'nneth too;'"
All salvation Christ fulfilleth,
Man cannot add thereto.
R. MAX'VELL,

f Colossians iii. 3.

t Romans ix,

16.
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