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Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in an,
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God:'-2 ellR. i. 4.

PATRIARCHAL TEACHINGS.
AFTER Abraham had undergone that wondrous exercise of faith,
in regard to the offering up his son Isaac, the child of promise,
he called the place where he had experienced such a marvellous
deliverance, "Jehovah-Jireh" (" the Lord will provide "), He
wished thus to perpetuate the memory of what was wrought
upon that memorable occasion; and the Lord intended that it
should be handed down from generation to generation, through all
time, in proof of His condescension, compassion, and care. It was
a pattern act. It was by no means limited to Abraham. It -was
not intended that Abraham should be deemed a special favourite, to
the exclusion of others. So signalized as he was, as to be called
"the father of the faithful," and called likewise as he was "the
friend of God," it was a recognition in his person and work of that
faith of which the Lord Himself is the A.uthor, the Bestower, and
Maintainer. Thus the Patriarch was to be considered as an
example, or pattern-man, as to the operations of the faith, trust,
or dependence which honours the Implanter, and brings glory to
His ever-blessed and adorable name.
Now let us glance for a moment at the difficulties which presented
themselves, in regard to the service to which the Patriarch was
called. The first that strikes one is the strangeness of the sacrifice
he was to make. Upon merely human grounds, it would appear
both unreasonable and unnatural.
It was so mysterious-so
unaccountable. What could justify it? It was so contradictory.
It would at once attach, ·as far as appearances went, the plainest
and most positive denial to the promise that" in Isaac should all
the kindreds of the earth be blessed." Moreover, it seemed so
un-Godlike, to promise and not perform; to impart hope and
expectation, and then to frustrate that hope and expectation in
the most remarkable and inexplicable manner.
Further, the act to which Abraham was called partook so much
of the dreadful crime of murder. What more heinous in the sight
p

202

Tlte Gospel jJ;fagazme.

of a holy God than that most awful crime? Then, whilst the
destruction of Isaac would be a virtual nullifying of the promise,
it would bespeak, upon the part of Abraham, the trifling stress
ne attached thereunto. Again, the secresy-shall we say, the
stealthiness ?-of the act added immensely to its acuteness. Leaving
out of the question the faith by which the Patriarch was actuated,
what would he say-what could he say-to Sarah as to its commission? Upon merely human grounds, how could he possibly
justify his proceedings? Upon merely fleshly arguments, how
could he prove that what he had done was equitable and right?
Now, all these objections make way for the faith of which the
Patriarch had been so blessedly made the partaker, and for the
operation of that great principle of which we read, in the Epistle
to the Hebrews, "By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered
up Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered up his
only begotten son, of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy.
seed be called: accounting that God was able to raise him up,
even from the dead; from whence also he received him in a
figure" (chap. xi. 17-19).
Let us next look at Abraham's faith in regard to the duration
of the test, and the delay of succour or deliverance. Had the act
to which he was called foHowed immediately upon the intimation,
"Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and
offer him for a burnt sacrifice," the case were very different. He
might then have acted then and there under the immediate power
and influence of the manifestation; but, alas! there wa.s an interval
that came between the call and the compliance-there was the
momentous" upen one of the mountains which I will tell thee of"
intervening between the command and the obedience thereunto.
During that interval our poor, feeble humanity would rear its
head, and ply with the most wily and specious arguments as to the
fallacy of the whole proceedings; and just in proportion as 1'eason
is heeded, faith is humbled, and the God who gives the faith is
dishonoured. Oh, who can imagine what were the exercises of the
Patriarch's mind during that three days? What must have been
the acuteness of his feelings when the victim, for aught he knew
to the contrary, made the touching inquiry, "My father, behold the
fire and the wood; but where is the lamb for a burnt-offering?"
. We cannot but believe that that was the very climax of the
trial of Abraham's faith, and that, with the memorable reply, "My
son, God will provide Himself a lamb for a burnt-offering," he
had the earnest of deliverance. Based upon that earnest was the
impression before referred to, "whence also he received him in a
figure."
Moreover, we believe, at that moment, he had a blessed foreview
and a glorious insight into that antitypical Sacrifice which, in the
fulness of time, was to be offered upon Calvary, when the Lamb
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slain (in purpose and design) from the foundation of the. world
was to be presented as an atonement for the sins and transgressions
of His body the Church.
. We have spoken of the climax of Abraham's trial of faith being
at the moment of Isaac's critical question concerning the lamb. That
climax, however, did not supersede or do away with the after-facts
connected with Abraham's trial of faith. He was not left to mere
pretence, or the playing a part in a seemingly interested way. No;
he followed the promptings and leadings of his own mind, as it
were, to the bitter end. He did not stay his hand. It was the
Almighty that did this. The Patriarch meant all that he did. He
was content to leave himself in the Lord's hand, in the belief that,
in His own time and way, He would effect deliverance. The
nearer the full yielding to the command, and the longer the delay
in regard to the deliverance, the more did the faith of Abraham
redound to the glory of its divine A.uthor. Although the very
last extremity had come, still the Patriarch demurred not. His
faith (and that is the true character of the great God-gift) carried him
beyond the seen and the tangible into the unseen. He felt that
God would act, although he _knew not how, when, or by what
means. Hence he was satisfied to leave himself, and all appertaining to himself, in the Lord's hands; and this is the distinct prerogative of faith. It grasps-and it glories in-the unseen and
the divine!
There is another thought, dear reader, which it behoves us not
to overlook. It is that the after-facts between the answer to
Isaac's inquiry and the last touching scene, when the altar was
built, the victim bound, and the raising of the knife to slay his
son upon the part of Abraham, do not nullify the confidence he
had when he said," My son, God will provide Himself a lamb for
a burnt-offering." Upon the same principle the after-difficulties,
and it may be, the poor fleshly doubts and questionings, do not
nullify, nor prove groundless or unreal, the sweet exercise of faith
or childlike confidence that has now and again been the precious
privilege of a- child of God to enjoy, nnder which he has had the
assurance that all shall be well. Moreover, those very after-doubts
and questionings may be allowed to exist, so that there should be
no room for the self-satisfaction of the creature, or the least indulgence of the idea that the strong and unmoved faith was the cause
or groundwork of the deliverance.
Too much stress cannot be laid upon this fact, especially when
there is such a disposition to substitute faith for the Object of faith,
which is Christ Himself. He is the Deliverer, and not the faith,
which is merely His gift. In ordertbat this fact should be intensified, and the crown put upon the right Head, the at least partial
failure or weakness of the faith is commonly seen between the
earnest or good hope of deliverance and the deliverance itself.
p 2
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We have, moreover, in the oase of Abraham, a striking illustration
that delays are not denials. Those very delays, ooupled as they are
with extremities, give so muoh the olearer evidenoe of the watchful
eye, the speoial interest, and effeotive suooour of the Most High.
The poet's words are thereby the more strikingly confirmed"'Tis just in the last distressing hour
Our God displays delivering power;
The mount of danger is the place
Where we shall see surprising grace."

We have next to consider the provision, in conneotion with the
name given by the Patriaroh to the mount-" J ehovah-Jireh" (" the
Lord will provide"). That name-that great name-was to be
established and confirmed as a glorious verity. Blessed be God,
amid all the varied ciroumstances which have marked the course
of the world, and all the conflicting events that have attended
generation after generation, in proof that "man is born to trouble
as the sparks fly upward," nothing has ever marred the greatness
nor the glory of Jehovah-Jireh.
Whatever the seeming oonfusion or perplexity, in regard to His
leadings and dealings with His people, either individually or
colleotively, He has invari~bly ratified and established His rightful
prerogative as the Supreme Controller and Direotor and Accomplisher of all. "He maketh the clouds His ohariot, and rideth
upon the wings of the wind." His distinot province is, to "make
the orooked things straight, and the rough places plain." "He
worketh all things after the oounsel of His own will. N one dare
stay His hand, nor say, What doest Thou?"
Not the tiniest matter nor the least thing can happen, without
the knowledge of Him who marketh the lighting down of the
sparrow, and who numbereth even the very hairs of the head.
His all-seeing eye penetrateth to the utmost possible space. He
oalleth the stars by their names, and knows all the fowls upon the
mountains. " There is no end of His greatness." He is " wonderful
in oounsel, and excellent in working." But withal"He hides the purpose of His grace
To make it better known."

Up to the last moment-the veriest extremity-the Patriaroh
was in utter ignoranoe of the way in whioh suooour was to be
given, and deliverance wrought on his behalf. The altar must be
built, the wood laid in order, the victim bound, and even the
knife seized and the hand uplifted to plunge into the apparently
doomed one, before the voioe, "Abraham! Abraham!" was heard,
and he oommanded to desist. It was then, but not until then, "he
turned and saw a ram oaught in a thicket by his horns." Ah! why
did he not see it before? Was it previously there, or merely
entangled at that moment? This was of little oonsequenoe. Suffice
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it it was there, and there, too, by divine appointment, and precisely
in keeping with all the Lord's timely interpositions and provision.
Moreover, how was it Abraham succeeded in securing it? Why
did not the creature, in its love of life, make its escape? Because
God had intended otherwise. He was not to be defeated, nor the
Patriarch disappointed, in regard to the provision whir;h J ehovah
had made, and by which Isaac was to be spared, and yet the faith
and the obedience of Abraham most blessedly established.
And, dear reader, be it ours ever to remember that" whatsoever
was written aforetime was written for our learning, that we, through
patience and comfort of the Scriptures, might have hope." Abraham's was a pattern case. On the one hand, it was to set forth the
characters with whom the Lord has ever had to deal, for there
is ample proof that Abraham was but a finite creature-a poor
sinner-like ourselves. On the other hand, we have such a precious
insight into the way and manner the Lord deals with His people.
Oh, consider the failure of the flesh, as to any wisdom, or strength,
or insight into the Lord's purpose and plan. Oontemplate, likewise,
the encouraging fact that "man's extremity is God's opportunity."
It is when His people are brought clown-reduced to the very lowest
ebb-ind.eed, at a loss to discover in what way, or by what possibility, even the mighty God can appear-it is then and there He
works, and that so wondrously! Yea, He so ratifies and confirms
His word, as expressed in Deuteronomy xxxii. 36-" For the Lord
shall judge His people, and repent Himself for His servants, when
He seeth that their power is gone, and there is none shut up, or
left."
Oh, that blessed lO7th Psalm! How full it is of the Lord's
wonderful and so gracious dealings! How rich it is in the
displays of the Lord's tenderness and mercy! How fraught with the
sweetest encouragement to His poor and needy followers! What
a key does it furnish to the varied character of His dealings, and
how calculated to mset the case of the most deeply tried, tempted,
and troubled!
"Because," we read, "they rebelled against the words of God, and
contemned the counsel of the Most High." Ah! reader, who of us
but must plead guilty to this charge? Oh, let us consider for a
moment our self-will, our rebellion, our ingratitude, our resistance of
the Lord's plainly revealed mind and will. How great has been
our opposition! How marked our frowardness ! How resolute and
self-determined our purposes! But, in spite of all, "therefore He
brought down their heart with Labour." But what an ordeal was
that" bringing down"! What resistance! How marked the fleshly
determination! How resolute the "great I this, and the great
I that"! But, notwithstanding, whilst fixed and determined in His
purpose, yet what patience, what forbearance, what gentleness, in
the teaching, the training, the reducing or the" bringing down"
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process! Ah! that touching question in the midst of all (do you
remember it, reader ?), "Doest thou well to be angry, J onah ? "
"They fell down, and there was none to help." Yes, but even then
"the everlasting arms were underneath," otherwise, dear reader,
you and ourselves would have dropped into hell long, long ago.
Ah! but for the divine limit, "Touch not his lif,)," what must
have become of us? What indeed? You that know something of
your own hearts, in the baseness, the blackness, the devilism of
those hearts, will have no difficulty in answering the inquiry. But
mark, "They fell down, and there was none to help." "THE-r "-oh,
mark the ., then" _ C l Then they cried unto the Lord in their trouble."
And what then? Did He damn them, as well He might? (We
have told the Lord thousands of times He might justly have done so
in our own case.) By no means! "And He saved them out of their
distresses." Yes, it was His own doings-so timely, so effectual,
so perfect and complete-so entirely His own act. It was a salvation indeed. " He saved them out of their distresses." "Out of."
Mark that. It was a bringing forth-an absolute and a blessed
deliverance! So completely His own! So worthy of Himself! So
stamped with a divine impress! So entitled to the declaration,
" This is the Lord's doings, and it is marvellous in our eyes." Yes,
blessed be His name, "He brought them out of darkness and
the shadow of death, and brake theiJ: bands in sunder." Well
indeed might the Psalmist add-" Oh, that men would praise the
Lord for His goodness, and for His wonderful works to the children
THE EDITOR.
of men! "
Stanley Lodge, Bzwgoyne Road, SoutJlsea, FebrttaJ'Y 24th, 1889.
LITTLE THINGS.
(LUKE xii. 7.)

'Trs but a little word, perhaps,
To others we may say,
But if they're just then needing help,
, fis as a golden ray.

A little prayer to God for help,
When everything seems wrong'Tis Jesus hears those little prayer.;;,
And then He helps us on.

Our Father thinks of little things,
For in His Word He's said,
The smallest hairs all numbered are
Of every little head.

Oh, could we trace His watchful care
In every little thing,
We should not lJe content, as now,
Only the large to bring.

Sparrows, we know, are little birds,
Yet Jesus cares for such;
And though we often doubt Him,
still
He loves us-oh, so much!

We'd bring the great, we'd bring the
small,
We'd bring them everyone,
And lay them down at Jesus' feet,
Through faith in God's dear Son.

Then take us all, and our concerns,
Into Thine arms, 0 Lord;
And may Thy everlasting Word
To us pure joys afford.

L. D.
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THE WELL-NIGH EMPTY HOUSE.

" Thine hCtnclmctid hath not anything in the house, save a pot oj oil."2 KINGS iv. 2.
VVE have recently been led into a line of things which we believe is
That line has
of the Lord-indeed, we have had ample proof of it.
been, to ask kindred ones to join us, heart to heart and hand to hand,
to visit together some of the houses oj the Bible. In such chats and
companionship we first found our way to "the seer's house" (1 Sam.
ix.18). We there noticed how "the seer's house" was an isolated one,
and yet how, as a servant of the Lord, he was a marked man. And
whilst that house must have been a little Bethel at times, yet it was
not sought by a Christian man, and was a house of worry. Many other
things were noted for our mutual profit and comfort.
Then it will be remembered we went in spirit and thought together
down to "the potter's !wuse," where we saw how the spiritual Potter
receives His children graciously. How outside the potter's house was
a heap of clay, which the potter fetched as he required; and the clay
was moulded according to his will. That the vessels made were of
different sizes and shapes, but all the work of the same hand. Then
there were handles made to the cups, by which they were made to
hang. Then we followed the potter into an apartment heated by fire,
wherein he placed his ware. Then, too, the vessels were ornamented in
a variety of different ways. We observed also that the Heavenly Artificer,
with His own touch, completed the comeliness of the vessel His own
hands had made, and over which He bestowed so much care, for the
vessels were for His own use. And then how significant would seem
to be the antiquity of the art of the potter! And the lessons we sought
.to learn from this visit were, first, our nothingness, and inability by
nature to do anything towards our salvation; secondly, God's absolute
and divine sovereignty and power; thirdly, that His grace is irresistible;
and fourthly, that salvation is all of grace from first to last. Many other
points were brought out worthy of our spiritual thought and notice.
Anon we visited together, at another time, a la1'ge house, described
by our Lord Himself, taking our seat in "the lowest 1'00m" of that house,
where, "with him that is of a lowly and contrite heart," the Lord
deigns to take up His abode. And the lessons we sought out of that
subject showed the blessedness of a religion which is all of sovereign
grace and mercy-that the beginnings of our knowledge of divine things
must be, if we would be right, taught us on the lowest seat. Then
these lowest-room Christians are often found doubting whether they are
Christians at all, yet they are, at all events, sincere in their desires.
Further, that "the lowest room" is the best position for us, for the
old Adam nature is within, and that there we find a religion of sovereign
grace and mercy so suitable amidst the taxing of earthly labour and the
brain-work of daily care. And lowest-room Christians cannot find it
in their hearts to boast even of gifts, precious as they are in their
reception, for they feel that what they have gained is of the Lord,
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and, if His will, could be withheld in a moment. We saw, further,
that the Ohristian who takes the lowest seat, gives evidence that he has
no confidence in the flesh. He cannot trust himself j and so on were
traced things that pertain to our spiritual life and course heavenwards.
And then our more recent visit was up a hill to "a quiet habitation"
in Zion. Ah! "My people shall dwell in a peaceable habitation, and
in sure dwellings, and in quiet resting-places." And is it not because
the foundation is all right-" founded on a Rock," and having" stakes
that can never be removed, nor one of its cords ever be broken " ~ Those
stakes, driven deep into" the everlasting hills," were described as the
divine sovereignty of our God, the election of grace, the atonement
of Ohrist, precious union with Him, and other foundation truths; while
cords never to be broken connected therewith were descanted upon,
such things forming. solid joys and lasting treasures to Zion's sons and
daughters.
And now it is laid upon us to ask you, dear one, to join arm in
arm once more and visit with us a well-nigh empty house. It might
seem on the face of this that it would be a dreary visit. Nay, but
sometimes it is in the empty house we get the greater fulness. At all
events, we shall not find there the showy furniture of creature greatness and pride; and if the emptiness proves of the Lord, it is just
where He loves to pour out His fulness, and fill the house with the
beautiful ornaments of grace and mercy. It is not often in the drawiugrooms of the great of this world that we shall find these precious
ornaments of the graces of the Spirit. I could take yOll to the poor
man's home-poor indeed with regard to this world's goods-but where
the inmate is rich toward God, and radiant with joy and peace in
believing in Ohrist. Such empty houses are full with the best things,
and where a saint of God lives wiIi ever be a hallowed spot.
But, as we trudge towards the well-nigh empty house which is to
engage our thoughts, let us take out our "roll," and see what it says
about -it. The Scripture narrative is of a tender and touching character,
and, like all these inspired histories, is full of pointings to sovereign
grace and mercy, bringing out Gospel lessons for our profit. We are
told how a certain woman, a wife of one of the prophets, became
plunged into dire distress and into a penniless condition. There was
nothing in her house but "a pot of oil." To add to her wretched condition, her husband was no more, and the creditor had entered her
miserable home, demanding, under the rigid requirements of the law,.
as she had nothing wherewith to pay her debts, her two sons as bondmen. This seemed the last straw that must break the poor thing's
back j and yet mercy, goodness-yea, plonty-were still in store for
her. Doubtless she had pleaded with God in her distress, but now she
cries unto the Prophet Elisha for help. He went to this well-nigh
empty abode, and he spoke so tenderly and kindly to the afflicted
widow. "What shall I do unto thee ~ Tell me"; and she tells her
tale of distress and poverty. "Thine handmaid hath not anything in
the house, save a pot of oiL" "Then he said, Go, borrow thee vessels
abroad of all thy neighbours, even empty vessels [mark, they must be
'empty vessels ']; borrow not a few. And when thou art come in,
thou shalt shut the door upon thee and upon thy sons, and shalt pOUT
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out into all those vessels, and thou shalt set aside that which is full."
So out her sons go, brought in all the vessels they could procure, and
when they were all full of oil, she said, "Bring me yet a vessel." But
her son said unto her, "There is not a vessel more." "Then she came
and told the man of God. And he said, Go, sell the oil, and pay thy
debt, and live thou and thy children of the rest."
.
In looking just a little into the details of this heart-telling occurrence,
may the Lord the Spirit pour out into our empty vessels that oil which
shall melt and comfort our waiting souls.
I think this woman was a gracious woman, for mark, first, sie sought
counsel of the Prophet of the LfJ1·d. This is hardly what a woddling
would do. Indeed, the world shuns men of God-looks upon them as
narrow-minded and ascetic-and, if you want to make both miserable,
put them together in the same room. But surely seeking a Prophet of
the Lord was a proof that this poor needy woman was alive to the
things of God.
Again, the widow woman referred to laid special stress upon her
departed husband being a man of God. She would hardly have cared
to do this if she had not been one in spirit with him.
I do love to hear of men of God being honoured and spoken well
of. God knows they have enough to contend with in bearing the
reproach of the cross of Christ, and in this day, much opposition in
"contending earnestly for the faith once delivered unto the saints."
" ThO'lb knowest that thy sm'vant served the LO'l'd." ,\Ve do like her exultation in this matter; and, for one, it is a secret and spiritual ambition
of mine that, when my mortal remains are carried to the silent tomb,
it may be said by dear ones of me, "Well, one thing is certain-he
was a servant of the Lord, and 'feared God above many.'" And,
after all, the testimony of the life is far before the memorial placed
upon slabs and tablets, which have often far too much of creatureadulation about them. This is sufficient and blessed-" Thou knowest
that thy servant served the Lord." '\Vell, as we have said, her rejoicing
in this fact was an additional evidence of her being a gracious woman.
It is thought by some that this poor woman had been the wife of
Obadiab, one of the seven thousand prophets who bowed not the knee
to Baal. Be this as it may, what a mercy it is to take, by God's grace,
a stand against the sin of idolatry! And, forsooth, we ask, Were
Baal-worshippers confined to those days ~ Go into the churches of our
own land. Look at the altars (so-called), with their crosses and abounding Romish emblems, and say, is there not going on a fearful amount
of God-dishonouring idolatry ~ God keep us, dear reader, from" bowing
the knee to Baal." All such emblems, we know, are said to be "helps
to worship." I feel they are hindrances. Indeed, they so sicken and
sadden my soul that I cry, "Away with them all!" Give me a faith
that rises above them all to the spiritual realities that are found in
Him who cried upon the cross, "It is finished!"
There is another thing we might notice, namely, that it seems pretty
evident that, when the poor widow sought counsel and help of the
Prophet, she had but recently lost her husband, for she speaks in the
present tense-" Thy servant my husband is dead," as if her loss had
only just occurred to hsr. This brings out the truth th1t, when _her
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husband was taken away from her, he himself was a poor man, and
had nothing to leave his wife and sons. At all events, this servant of
the Lord had not been looking out for the loaves and fishes. He had
lived upon the Lord himself, and now left bis widow to the Lord's
bounty also. This was living out the Scriptural injunction, "Seek ye
first the kingdom of heaven, and all these things shall be added unto
you." And it is a blessed fact for our comfort that "your Heavenly
Father knoweth all ye have need of." vVe may couple this assertion
with the Apostle's assurance, "And my God will supply all your need,
according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus."
Then, further, mark the kindly word. In answer to the plaintive
appeal of the distressed and needy widow, Elisha said, "What shall I
do for thee 1 Tell me." These seem such words of sympathy and
tenderness-just like the Master's-" Come unto Me, all ye that are
weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest." "Tell me." Ah!
it is such kindness and mercy melt one. The tone of love brings to
the tongue of thankfulness.
And then, again, referring to the empty Olie of the well-nigh empty
house, note that her condition was critical. The Cl'editor had come.
The law, with its inexorable demands, said, "Pay me what thou owest."
And where should you and I be, dear fellow-sinner, if we were required
to satisfy the demands of the law, without a penny in the house 1
Demanding a son as bondman was according to the Levitical law, and
how such a demand, of taking from the poor widow beloved and
endeared ones, would but add to her sorrow and grief. The law is
hard, but grace is tender, soft, lo¥ing, and merciful. 'What a mercy
that experimentally, as well as in dispensation, we are "not under law,
but under grace"!
Mark, she had rwthing in the hou.se save "a pot of oil," but met1inks
this was something very significant. 'Ve know, for instance, what a
precious emblem oil is of the Holy Ghost. "Thou lovest righteousness
and hatest wickedness, therefore God, Thy God, hath anointed Thee
with the oil of gladness above Thy fellows." "I have found David
My servant, and with My holy oil have I anointed him." And the
Lord's dear people are compared to wise virgins, with oil in their lamps,
and their lights burning, ready for the coming of the Bridegroom.
What would they do without the trickling of that oil, coming, it is true,
in its littles, but yet sufficient to keep them alive to the things of
eternity 1 How precious, then, are the flowings of this oil into the
soul! For one, I ca,ndidly confess that such has been the trial and
temptation sometimes, that I should have given up my religion, but it
would not give me up. It is not mine, but God's; and so the oil has
trickled on again, and the light has sprung up. Oh, what mercy there
is in this fact-the Lord's sustaining grace in times of deep need!
Much to encourage us, dear friend, in this certainty.
Observe, again, the vessels, when brought, were not to be stood
outside the dreary house,' but they were to be brought in- H And when
thou art come in, thou shalt shut the doo'J' upon thee and thy sons, and
then pour out the oil." Surely this is blessed. It is to be in secret,
apart from the gaze of neighbour, or even friend. It is within. And
surely, fellow-Christian, our. most choice communings with Christ are
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in secret. Little -is obtained now-a-da.ys from the preaching. God's
people are driven to be much alone with Jesus, the true Messenger of
the covenant. Oh, how precious are His communings, accompanied by
the melting of the heart by the Holy Spirit! Such pourings in are
gracious and glorious. We would not be without them for all that this
world counts good and great.
Oh, come in, Thou gracious One whom Elisha typified, and pour
into our hearts those flowings which shall enrich our souls, and cause
us to glorify Thy dear name! The house then will no longer be a
dreary one, but will sparkle with joy and comfort. Then it was not till every vessel was brou.qht, and every vessel filled, that
the oil stayed. So shall it be with the Church of God. Evpry vessel
must be brought-ah! to the very last-and every vessel filled from
the fulness of a precious Christ; and then, if grace is stayed, it will
be to be exchanged for the fulness of glory. No waste-no uncertainty
-not a probability that some vessels that were intended to be filled
were left outside. The plans and purposes of God ~re not attended
with any such uncertainty.
There is another thing, too, very significant, to my mind, and which
I have never seen mentioned, namely, the poor needy one was herself
to see to the obtaining of the empty vessels, which she did by the
aid of her sons; and, when obtained, she was to shut the door and
herself paUl' out the oil;" and as she poured it out, it multiplied in
quantity. We have not the Prophet going in and performing genuflections over the oil. No; it was to be carried out by -an act of
faith on the part of the needy one. Oh, what a lesson! We want not
the performances of priests ere we get the blessing. They are only
mortal like ourselves. vVe want the outgoing of a living and lively
faith to do as we are bidden by the Lord Himself, or by His inspired
Prophets. Elisha wa.s not present. Possibly he was in another part
of the house, praying to his God, and while he prayed in simplicity
and godly sincerity, the Lord worked marvellously and mercifully.
These things are left upon record a.s ensamples for us. May we
"read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them," to our souls' guidance
and gain.
And thtm see how this striking narrative brings before us multiplied
menies. Vessel after vessel empty, to be filled to overflowing, whea
there seemed no prospect of such supplies. Tried Christian man of
business, has not this been your ca.se again and again in past experience 1
You have been brought so low possibly, in a pecuniary sense, as to be
well-nigh bordering upon bankruptcy, but man's extremity in your case
has proved God's opportunity, and help has come, perhaps from quarters
unlooked-for, and you have received deliverance and restoration in a
signal and wonderful way, leaving you to exclaim," This is the Lord's
doing, and it is marvellous and merciful to me." I have had converse
with not a few of the Lord's struggling ones who could recount tale
after tale of His goodness to them in this respect. And really, in the
days in which we live, it if: with very many a hard struggle. vVhat with
the commercial and agricultural depression that have long fallen upon
our highly-favoured nation, it is hard work with many to keep their
heads above water, and make ends meet. Many cannot make it out why
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there should be all this depression, but it is no astonishment to those
who know the Scriptures, and what doings are carried on that dishonour
God. Judgments must and will follow such a course, and under such
judgments the righteous and the uurighteous alike suffer. God will,
however, sustain His own, and they shall, as we have seen, be marvellously upheld and brought through their difficulties.
But looking from earthly matters to spiritual, what a bankrupt position
does the poor soul often feel in in divine thinas! All seems a blank.
No joy, no peace, no comfort; an empty hou~e and an empty heart.
Still, dear reader, that is the very condition of need that renders the
vessel more ready to receive. The Lord God of supplies encourages
us to bring our emptiness to His fulness. He" came not to save the
righteous, but sinners."
See how pe1fect was the delive/ranee-lww complete the salvatiJn. With
nothing to pay, the relief did not come with any stint. It was not
just sufficient for the immediate emergency, and the poor thing left to
her own shifts for the future. No; mark, it was not until all the
vessels were filled with oil that the oil was stayed; and all was of such
value that, when sold, it would become the source of continued
sustenance.
Oh, it is just so with our God! His salvation is a complete salvation-not one merely for the day, with conditions as to the morrow j
not a putting forth His power as far as it goes, and creature strength,
if any, is to do the rest. It is not grace having started one, such
must afterwards take care of themselves. Such a plan and purpose
would 1;>e unworthy of a God-would bring the greater ruin-and the
last state of the poor helpless one would be worse than the first. No;
as we have said, all our God does is complete, so we ba,e nothing to
fear.
Wben our Lord went to tbe bed-side of Simon's wife's mother, wbo
lay sick of a fever, He did not merely take her band and administer
some temporary relief, but He lifted her up, and immediately tbe fever
left her, and she ministered unto them. The cure was complete.
So, again, when He fed the multitude, taking the seven loaves and
two small fishes. He did not create food barely or jnst sufficient to
stay their appetites, but they" did eat and were filled," and they took
up of the broken meat that was left seven baskets fulL
Just so, also, in the parable of the good Samaritan, does our Saviour
point but that not only did be have compassion on him, bind up his
wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and
bring him to an inn, but "on the morrow, when he departed, he took
out two pence, and gave them to the bost, and said unto bim, Take
care of him, and whatsoever thou spendest more, wben I come again,
I will repay thee." So He ever performed a perfect miracle, and
effected a whole cure. He would not have glorified tbe Father, or
glorified Himself, if He bad not finished the work, and brought
in a full and complete salvation for poor penniless sinners. And so
God's salvation leaves the penniless one ovt1'whelmed with amazement
and praise. I am sure it does you and T, dear reader. Praise unto
our God is the constant outgoing of incoming realization of Christ and
His salvation. To us indeed-
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"'Tis pleasant to sing
The sweet praise of our King
As here in the valley we move;
'Twill be pleasanter still
When we stand on the hill,
And give thanks to our Saviour above."
But our visit to this poor helpless and needy one, in her dreary and
empty home, would not approach completeness if we did not look at
the one who was so prominent in the scene, namely, the Prophet
Elisha.
He was a very plain man, but one greatly blessed and favoured of
God. The spirit of Elijah had fallen upon him, and we trace him,
in the strength of the God of Israel, working wonders. Spreading his
mantle over the waters of Jordan, they become at his bidding divided;
while casting salt into the foul waters of Jericho, they become wholesome and fit to drink. He supplied three armies with water in time of
drought; increased the widow's oil, as in the case before us; raised the
widow's son; healed Naaman the leper, and put the leprosy on Gehazi;
made the iron axe to float; smote the Syrian army with blindness;
foretold of plenty in Samaria, and did many other remarkable things.
And the one which followed him, as it were, after hi,; death, was marvellous indeed, when, in the grave, a dead body that touched him came
to life. Doubtless there is much more in this last fact than we understand, and it is one which wants deep thought.
One thing I wish especially to refer to with regard to Elis.ha is, that
he was pre-eminently a man of prayer and communion with God, and
we can but notice, in proof of this, his constant exclamation-" Hear
ye the word of the Lord," and "Thus saith the Lord"; and again,
"As the Lord liveth, before whom I stand." This shows us close
negotiation and dealings with a gracious covenant God.
Oh, dear reader, it does us good to trace such closeness and proofs
of the fact that our God is a prayer-hearing aud answering God still.
And we have need to grasp this fact more firmly. Oh, can it be possible
that the reader ever feels that which the writer is ashamed to say he
has felt when, a cloud coming over him, under trying circumstances, he
has said within, or the tempter has whispered it, "What is the use of
prayer 1 God does not seem to hear, and certainly not to answer
me" 1 Away with it! Away with it! It is rebellion against God,
and the spirit of unbelief, which should be crushed in the bud. Our
God does listen to our cries, and answers in His own best way; and
such examples as Elijah and Elisha give us ample proof of the preciousness and the power of prayer.
And, beloved, only let us look back, and we must eaU to remembrance multiplied cases in our own little life's history to mbstantiate
the value of prayer. Pardon us if such a review brings up personal
.l'ecollections, which we fain must pen, in order to encourage others in
,this matter.
We have been accustomed for many years to gather the members of
-our family together, servants and all, for daily worship. It has not
.always been smooth sailing to accomplish this-nay, the world's
clamorous demands h~Ye often made us feel the truth of those lines-
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"What various hindrances we meet
In coming to a mercy-seat!
But who that knows the worth of prayer
But wishes often to be there?"
And yet ofttimes, in the midst of such fret and worry, the upliftings of
heart, when gained, have been the more pointed and fervent.
When our dear children were young, we adopted a plan which Christian parents would find helpful to themselves and little ones, namely,
to make each learn a fresh passage every day, and repeat it at the
family gathering, taking care to set the example one'i' self. In this
way the Scriptures of truth are stored for after-times in life, when
much needed. Of course, when our dear ones grow up, and get dispersed in various w31ks in life, we have to pray jor them, if not with
them.
And, referring to one's own, I shall never forget a circumstance that
occurred in our circle. One of our beloved sons, away from home, was
prostrated with a serious illness. His mother hastened to his bed-side,
and became his patient watcher and attendant. I was just upon the
point of coming away, on one occasion, thinking that it would be wiser
to preserve silence, when the dear boy said faintly, "Mother, tell father
to pray for me. 'The prayers of· a righteous man avail much with
God.' " It is needless to say that, as well as our tears would let us, we
did pray earnestly for the sufferer, who, in due time, was restored to us:"
Another circumstance in one's life history I must also mention, as
it is to our point. I had engaged to speak the Word at a certain
place, when the Christian mother of the family visited said to me, after
the mid-day meal, "You will excuse me if I leave you to meditate
alone. I have for many years gathered my family together, and prayed
with them, at this hour on each Sabbath Day." The group left the
room and went into another, the door of which had been left ajar. I
could but listen to that mother's prayers, and was struck with this
point. She spoke to the Lord of each of her children by name, seeking
blessings for them; nor did she forget-nay, seemed to make special
mention-of the dear boy far away over the seas, who had been such a
trouble to them. Ah! Christian mothers and God-fearing fathers have
every cheer to pray on.
Well now, dear reader, we mention these things, for we feel we need
encouragement in taking our stand for God and divine things in this
• Dear brother, the incident you name brings vividly to mind one somewhat
similar in our own experience. In the margin of Isaiah viii. 18, in our Bible,
is the annexed note-" C?'oyaon, 22/6/60. Taking C-- to school." On our way
to the station, the dear boy looked up with an earnestness that all the subsequent
years have failed to erase from the memory, and said, "Give my love to
mamma, and ask her to '?'emember me,' and you' remember me,' papa!" Oh, that
"remember me" ! It touched the heart with a power-a something so sacredso all-absorbing-so thoroughly irresistible-that no language can express-yea,
that none but a parent can understand! We have been wont to say that those
"bowels of tenderness and compassion" spoken of in the sacred Word are
such as only parents can comprehend. It is merely guess-work with others.
But oh, what an insight is thus given to the tender-heartedness and marvellously
kind emotions of that great and gracious Being who is the Author and Implanter
of these so sacred feelings, and of whom it is declared that "like as a fatber
pitieth his children, so the Lord pities those who fear Him" !-ED.
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trying day. V·,Te see how prosperous and successful apparently are the
movements of the religious world, and we stand so much alone. Ah!
never mind, if it is alone with God. The j'eality is with us; the vanity
is with them. Let them have it if they will. Elisha's God is our
God; and through thick and thin, let us be found praying men.
Laughed at and scorned he was. Wonder not if we meet with the
same. We can afford it; and, after all, we are but bearing in measure
that which the Master endured to the full. Elisha was a plain man,
but a praying man. He was scorned by the world, but, through it all,
lived near to God. Be it ours to be found walking in the footsteps
of such men, and above all, in the footsteps of the Master. Such a
pathway and such principles will end well.
Dear brother in tribulation, or sister in sorrow, surely here IS a case
sufficient to bring cheer and comfort. You cannot imagine one in a
more helpless and hopeless condition than this poor woman seemed to be.
She was a widow-ah ! and a penniless one too-which of itself means
trial and trouble indeed.
She had, too, to look around her, and see
nothing but bare walls and empty cupboards; and, as if this were not
enough, the creditor had come to claim two dear unto her, and she
must apparently part with this last home-comfort. And yet mark the
mercy and goodness that flowed into that home, and gladdened that
poor thing's heart.
Tried one, the Deliverer and Restorer is "the same yesterday, and
to-day, and for ever." He has promised never to leave nor to forsake
His own, and depend upon it, He will be true to His promise. He
may yet turn thy dreary home and dreary heart into bowers of joy and
comfort. 'Wintry days shall yet give place to "the time of the singing
"Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the
of birds."
morning."
Dear reader, our visit to the poor needy one's desolate home must
close, but we leave it no longer a scene of desolation, but of restoration
and joy. So shall it be with all the Lord's dear people. His name
Let such telling and
is J ehovah·Jireh-" the Lord who will provide."
touching Old Bible narratives as the foregoing inspire us with faith
to trust in the Lord J ehovah, that He will bring us th7'mtgh all, and in
all give us the needed blessing, till He brings us to the above all of the
heavenly abode.
., Then our trials ever ended,
Then the dubious warfare o'er,
.Joy no more with sorrow blended,
We shall sigh and weep no more:
God for ever
Wipes the tears from every eye."
BU7'ton-on- Tnnt.
G. C.
THE Lord comes to His people oftentimes as He did to His disciples
when on earth, walking upon the waters of their affliction; and when
faith is in exercise, they too are enabled to walk upon them. And as
He said upon that occasion, "It is r," so they are enabled to recognise
Him, and to respond, in the language of one of old, "It is the Lord;
let Him do what seemeth Him good."-Wakeling.

216

The Gospel Magazine.

iilgrim inllcts,
CHRIST AS THE APPLE-TREE.
excellency and glory of Christ are the great themes of the Gospel.
To illustrate these all creation has been ransacked, all language diligently chosen, and all life and experience enlisted on their behalf.
Believers are never tired of speakiug and reading of their Beloved,
They can sing, with W A'ITSTHE

" Christ and His cross is all our theme;
The mysteries that we speak
Are scandals in the Jews' esteem,
.And folly to the Greek.
" But souls enlightened from above,
With joy receive the Word;
They see what wisdom, power, and love
Shine in their dying Lord."
And nowhere in the inspired vVord are these excellencies and glories
so strikingly expressed as in the Song of Solomon, where the language
is truly beautiful, illustrating those expressive words, "apples of gold
in pictures of silver."
There is a charming comparison of our Lord Jesus Ohrist in
Solomon's Song ii. 3-" As the apple-tree among the trees of the wood,
so is my Beloved among the sons. I sat down under His shadow with
great delight, and His fruit was sweet to my taste."
Let us meditate for a short tirv-e upon some of the reasons why our
Lord is compared to an apple-tree.
First, because an apple-tree is a fruitful tree. It does not consist
merely of leaves and blossoms, however beautiful and abundant they
may be. It bears fruit in abundance. And is it not true with
respect to our blessed Lord, who, though He appeared as "a root
out of a dry ground" to the world at large, yet He was full of
grace and truth to those who received Him ~ And we need not
wonder at that, for (, in Him dwelt all the fulness of the Godhead
bodily." Joseph typified Him when it was said of him that he was
a "fruitful bough by a well, whose branches ran over the wall."
But the great Antitype was not merely a bough, but the tree itself.compared sometimes to a vine, and in our text to an apple-tree, on
account of His divine fruitfulness. We sometimes meet with clever, and
what the people of the world term, wise men, but, after all, we are led to
ask, "Cui bono?" ("What good~") They are simply impractical-beautiful
in their language, wondrous in their talents, but no fruit. They much
resemble beautiful wax flowers and fruit, which, though pleasant to look
at, are destitute of .scent, or taste, or life, and will soon melt in a heated
atmosphere. Such was not Jesus, our Beloved. He was full of life, laden
with fruits, and came as the Tree of Life, to bestow His immortal fruits
upon poor sinners, "that they might have life, and have it more abundantly." His was a practical fruitfulness, for those who eat of His fruits
have everlasting life. He bare fruits of obedience to the law and will
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of His Father, so that He could say, .. My meat and my drink are to
do the will of Him that sent Me." He fulfilled the law, and made it
honourable, and wrought out a perfect righteousness, "which is unto and
upon all them that believe." " He bare our sins in His own body on the
tree." His was a practical fruitfulness. He went about doing good.
He threw all His holiness, His devotion, His love, into His words and
deeds. All other good men are one-sided, imperfect, and their fruit
fulness is very limited; but not so with Him, for He was the only
perfect Man that ever lived, and could say, as in the sight of God,
"Which of you convinceth Me of sin 1"
" 0 thou, my soul, forget no more
The Friend who all thy misery bore;
Let every idol be forgot,
But, 0 my soul, forget Him not."
Our Lord resembled an apple-tree whose boughs bend towards the
earth, so that its fruits m:1Y be within reach. Thus He humbled Himself, stooped from heaven to earth, became flesh, and dwelt among us.
"Though He was rich, yet for our sakes He became poor, that we
through His poverty might be made rich"; and, in order to our
becoming GO, we must partake of His immortal fruits, which He has
brought down from heaven to earth, so that His people may feed upon
these luscious and satisfying fruits. What would have been the use of
His doctrines, His precepts, His words, if they had been out of the
reach of His people 1 Thus we find them so practical that "the
common people heard Him gladly."
His message and invitation were
not to the learned, the rich, the happy people of creation, but to all
those who" labour and are heavy-laden," and to them He promised rest.
"To spread the rays of heavenly light,
To give the mourner joy,
To preach glad tidings to the poor,
Was His divine employ."
It was because our Lord was "a :Man of Sorrows, and acquainted
with grief," that He was fitted to be the High Priest of His people,
for" in all their affiictions He was afflicted," and He was "made perfect
through suffering," so that the tenderness of the Saviour became the
great attraction of His people, and hearing His loving voice, they
followed Him; and while to the world at large "He was despised
and rejected of men," to His elect He became the Good Shepherd,
"the Uhiefest among ten thousand, and the altogether lovely." They
can sing"01., tell us often of Thy love,
Of all Thy grief and pain;
And let our hearts with joy confess
From these come' all our gain."
Our Lord is not only compared to the apple-tree, but to one in the
midst of the woods. The surrounding trees are without fruit, and are
of little use till cut down, but the apple-tree supplies food and enjoyment. And is not Ohrist as superior to all the sons of men 1 Oan
we not sayQ
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"Infinite excellence is Thine,
Thou lovely Prince of grace;
Thy uncreated beauties shine
With never-fading rays"?

His Person is majestic, while His salvation is precious and everlasting.
How different to the sons of men, who have been asking, from time
immemorial, what religion there is can save them! One theory after
another has been advanced-all kinds of things suggested-and perhaps
they culminated to the highest pinnacle of man's ignorance of God
when they were told, and they believed, that the only way to attain
peace and forgiveness was, to sacrifice their children, by passing them
through the fire, to appease the idol Moloch! All these were, as compared with Ohrist's rich, free, and sovereign grace, like the trees of
the wood, when compared to the apple-tree in their midst. They
ca=ot feed or satisfy hungry and thirsty people, who are unable to feed
upon leaves and boughs.
Some men are trying, by what they call good works, to propitiate
'God, by inflicting pains and mortifications of their souls and bodies,
thinking that these will give them acceptance before God, and a right
to enter in at the pearly gates. They would starve themselves to death,
and commit spiritual suicide, in hopes of attracting the goodness and
forgiveness of God. All these attempts are but poisonous foods and
husks, which will assuredly lead to the loss of the soul.
"Could my zeal no respite know,
Could my tears for ever flow,
All for sin could not atone;
Christ must save, and Christ alone."
It is because He is the very Word of God, by which alone man
liveth, that He alone can satisfy and save the immortal soul. Of all
other systems it can be truly said, "He feedeth on ashes, and is there
not a lie in his right hand ~ "
"As the apple-tree among the trees of the wood, so is my Beloved
among the sons." We are told, in the fifty-third Psalm, that "God
looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there
were any that did understand, that did seek God. Everyone of them
is gone back; they are altogether become filthy; there is none that
doeth good, no, not one." But of the Lord Jesus, God proclaimed,
"This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." And to His
people He is a Tree of precious fruits. Are we hungry in soul ~ Here
is divine food. Hear our Lord's words-" Except ye eat the flesh of
the Son of Man, and drink His blood, ye have no life in you." The
hunger and thirst of the soul will never be satisfied. Are we thus
feeding upon Ohrist ~ If so, we shall prefer Him to all other things,
and truly blessed shall we become, for He has said, "I am the Bread
of Life; he, that cometh to Me shall never hunger, and he that believeth on Me shall never thirst."
"Behold the Saviour's love,
Who gives His flesh to eat;
Never did angels taste above
Provision half so sweet."
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The Church, in our text, goes on to say, "I sat down under His
shadow with great delight." We here see the simile of a tree further
illustrated. It was a sunny land where this divine song was written,
where the inhabitants duly appreciated the shade, especially the shade
of an apple-tree, loaded with fruit.
The beautifully-coloured fruit
was a picture to be looked at with pleasure, and the cool and sheltered
spot was simply delightful. So Christ has ever been to His people a
shadow from the heat in times of persecution and affiiction, when all
human aid was absent or useless. Then the believer has crept, as it
were, into the very bosom of Jesus.
"The balm of life, the cure of woe,
The measure and the pledge of love;
The sinner's refuge here below,
And endless theme in heaven above."
Our Lord is the shadow from the wrath of God's broken law, for
our God is a consuming fire, and "it is a fearful thing to fall into the
hands of the living God," But when Christ died, "the Just for the
unjust," He hecame a shadow from these burnings, so that not a drop
of wrath shall fall on His believing people.
"Now the law's demands are paid;
All its precepts Christ obeyed;
Glory to redeeming grace,
Shining in Immanuel's face."
It was "with great delight" that the Church sat down under this
Apple-tree. There are few blossoms more beautiful than the apple bIos.som, but more beautiful is the fruit. How it quenches the thirst on sunny
days! There are few things more delightful than reclining under the
shadow of a bpautiful fruit-tree. I well remember doing so with my
friends, 011 a hot summer's afternoon, under a spacious and noble
walnut-tree, when in Switzerland, and we could truly say that we sat
down with great delight. Thus the believer sits down and rests in
holy contemplation. Is it the cross he thinks about ~ Then he call
sing"Sweet the mo~ents, rich in blessing,
Which before the cross I spend;
Life, and health, and peace possessing,
From the si=er's dying Friend."

Or is it the remembrance of the divine promises ~ Oh, what a rich
duster of heavenly fruits, for the Tree of Life, Jesus Christ Himself,
bears twelve manner of fruits, and "the leaves are for the healing of
the nations." How sweet to know by these promises that the Great
King has made provision for all the way to the heavenly Canaan, and
will supply all our Deed out of the riches of His glory!
"From Christ, the ever-living Spring,
These ample blessings flow;
Ye saints, unite His name to sing
Whose heart has loved us so."
Not only did the Church sit down" with great delight," but she says,
Q 2
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"His fruit was sweet to my taste." Here doubtless she refers to those
times when specially the soul is enabled to feed upon Christ by faiththose happy seasons when we can sing"Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my life, my soul, my all."
When pardon is sweet, when the luscious fruit of God's everlasting
love, a foretaste of eternal life, a bond which can never be broken,
become as fruits sweet to our taste, then we "delight in the law of
God after the inward man." We run in the way of His commandments,
because God has enlarged our hearts. Religion then is truly transporting, for the pleasures of sin have no attractions, but we hate that
abominable thing. Then we can sing"The hill of Zion yields
.A thousand sacred sweets,
Before we reach the heavenly fields,
Or walk the golden streets."
It was in such a condition as this that the Psalmist exclaimed,
"Sweeter than honey and the honeycomb"; and the wise man wrote.
"Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace."
Oh, what rest the believer then enjoys! It is "the peace of God, which
passeth all understanding "-perfect peace, because the mind is stayed
upon Goel. The believer then is enabled to say, "Whom have I in
heaven but Thee 1 and there is none upon earth that I desire beside
Thee."
"No good in creatures can be found;
It centres, Lord, in Thee;
I must have all things and abOlmd,
While God is God to me."

Brethren, do we know anything of this blessed state 1 If so, what
a contrast to that of the woddling! Everything changing, dissatisfying]
like the "troubled sea casting up mire and dirt," and the great Comforter unknown, a stranger, and accounted an enemy. The night, too,
coming, which will be to the unbeliever "weeping, and wailing, and
gnashing of teeth."
"And is it true that many fly
The sound that bids my soul rejoice,
And rather choose with fools to die,
Than turn an ear to mercy's voice?"
Yes, and such did we, till our Lord called us by our names, and
brought us by His grace, so that we can say"I came to Jesus as I was,
Weary, and worn, and sad;
I found in Him a resting-place,
And He has made me glad."

E.
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"HE HATH MADE THE FIRST OLD."
(HEBREWS

viii. 13.)

be God for such a precious declaration concerning the covenant of works! He has tried man at his best estate, and proved him
altogether unable to perform any part in a covenant claiming anything
from his hands. Adam, in the garden of Eden, failed to keep the
conditions upon which his position there was founded. As he came
forth from the hands of his MalIer, he, with the rest of creation, was
pronounced" very good"; but, though sinless, he was liable to fall, and
he fell. All his posterity were involved in the ruin. He was driven
from paradise, and the sentence of which he had been warned was
pronounced upon him in consequence of his failure.
Years rolled Oil, and J ehovah separated Abraham from his kindred,
and made of him a great nation. To that people He gave "right
judgments and true la~s, good statutes and commandments. He made
known unto them His holy Sabbath, and commanded them precepts,
~tatutes, and laws by the hand of Mosf:,s."
He fenced them about
with all the privileges any nation could receive; and with what result 1
"They dealt proudly, hardened their necks, and hearkened not to His
commandments." Their heart was divided. Again and again tbey
wandered from Him, set at nought His counsels, and determined to
follow the ways of other nations, and serve their gods. Retaining
@me portion of the worship tbe Lord had appointed, they mingled
therewith their own inventions, and at length the word went forth"I will also stretch out Mine hand upon Judah, and upon all the
inhabitants of Jerusalem; and I will cut off the remnant of Baal from
this place, and the name of the Chemarims with the priests; and them
that worship the host of heaven upon the housetops; and them that
worship and that swear by the Lord, and that swear by Malcham"
(Zeph. i. 4, 5). And this was the nation to whom it was said, "Wherefore it shall come to pass, if ye hearken unto these judgments, and
keep, and do them, that the Lord thy God shall keep unto thee the
.covenant and the meny which He swan unto thy fatlwrs" (Deut. vii. 12).
But it was also said, "If ye shall despise My statutes, or if your soul
sbhor My judgments, so that ye will not do all :My commandments,
but that ye break My covenant: I will also do this unto you: I will
€ven appoint' over you terror, consumption, and the burning ague, that
shall consume the eyes, and cause sorrow of heart: and ye shall sow
your seed in vain, for your enemies shall eat it. And I will set My
face against you."
Seeing, then, that this covenant proved futile, because of the weakness
and utter insufficiency of man to obey its conditions, how gladly do
those who know their own helplessness hail the "betteT covenant which
was established upon betteT promises," and that by the God of all grace,
who" hath made the first old."
Ob, beloved in the Lord, turn with us to these " better lJTomises," and
may He who hath said He will "show" His covenant to them that fear
Him (see Psalm xxv. 14) cause our hearts to bound with spiritual delight as we read. It shall" not [he] according to the covenant that I
made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to
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bring them out of the land of Egypt; which My covena,nt they brake,
although I was an Husband unto them, saith the Lord." The comment
of the Holy Ghost upon this old, covencmt, in the Epistle to the
Hebrews, is that it was not "faultless "-not that, in itself, it was
deficient, but the fault was in "them" with whom it was made.
"They bmke" it, says J ehovah, though He remained true to His
engagement. "But," He continues, "this shall be the covenant that I
will make with the house of Israel: After those days, saith the Lord,
I will put My law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts;
and will be their God, and they shall be My people. And they shall
teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother,
saying, Know the Lord: for they shall all know life, from the least of
them unto the greatest of them, saith the Lr.rrd: for I will forgive their
iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more" (Jer. xxxi. 33, 34). Oh,
what fulness of grace and salvation is here revealed! What solidity!
What security! All is made sure by the shall and will of a neverfailing God! No contingency or condition mars the precious declaration. Jehovah takes the whole responsibility of His people's salvation
upon Himself. He will put His law within, and write it on the fleshy
tables of the heart; He will be their God, and they shall be His
people; He will see that they all know Him; He u'ill forgive their
iniquities, and remember their sin no more! In the next chapter,
another most precious statement is added to the above, namely, that
Jehovah will never turn away from His people, or cease to do them
good, and that His fear shall be so kept in exercise in their hearts
that they" shall not depart from Him" (Jer. xxxii. 40). Well may we
sing" Firm as the lasting hills
This covenant shall endure,
Whose potent shalls and wills
Make every blessing sm'e.
When ruin shakes all nature's frame,
Its jots and tittles stand the same.
" Here the vast seas of grace,
Love, peace, and mercy flow,
That all the blood-bought race
Of men or angels know,
o sacred deep, without a shore!
Who shall its limits e'er explore?"
It may be remarked that these "bette1' promises" are made to "the
house of Israel," but it seems that the Lord Jesus Christ's application of
what was "written in the Prophets" (evidently referring to Jeremiah
xxxi. and Isaiah liv.) was to prove that" all" given to Him by the
Father in eternity, and drawn to Him in time, whether Jew or
Gentile, are interested therein (see John vi. 37-45), for "they are
not all Israel which are of lsrael" (Rom. ix. 6), "but he is a Jew
which is one inwm'dly" (Rom. ii. 29), and therefore included in "the
Ismel of God" (Gal. vi. 16).
Well, then, beloved reader, what say you to this "new covenant" of
gracp, .with all its full, free, precious promises ~ Surely every truly
taught child of God will exclaim, "It exactly suits my case!"

The Gospel Magazine.

223

"I will be their God!" There is no question about their willingness
to have Him for their God, or to be His people. Elsewhere it is stated,
"Thy people shall be willing in the day of Thy power." Their
enmity shall be slain j and. when possessed of a new nature, of His
own bestowing, their one desire will be, that they may claim Him for
their own Portion, and this assurance will flow into the heart upon
the experimental realization of the later promise-Cl Their sins and
iniquities will I remember no more."
Oh, how blessed it is for a poor sinner to know that, by virtue of
oneness with Him who, though "the Mighty God," became the sinless
l)![an, he is "perfect," "free from all sin," and" accepted in the Beloved,"
"justified from all things," so that in the Father's sight he appears as
though he had never sinned at all j and, though so often condemned by
Satan and his own heart, no word of condemnation shall ever flow from
J ehovah's lips to him, because He has visited all that his iniquities
deserved upon J ehovah-Jesus, the Head and Responsible One of all His
needy, sinful people.
But not the least precious part of this covenant is that which promises
power to enable them to cleave to the Lord, and keep His statutes. The
Lord's people know full well they can no more produce a holy thought
or heavenly aspiration than they could create a world. Utterly destitute and perfectly helpless, they rejoice in the fact that their God has
promised not only to do all for. but in them. They revel in that sweet
testimony of Gospel grace-" We are His workmanship, created in Ohrist
Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should
walk in them" (Eph. ii. 10) j and again-" It is God which worketh in
us to will and to do of His good pleasure" (Phil. ii. 13). Then, when
enabled to render any acceptable service, or bring forth any fruit to His
praise, they gladly own, "All things come of Thee, and of Thine own
have we given Thee." " Thou hast Uy/,ought all OUT wOTks in us" (1 Ohron.
xxix. 14 j Isa. xxvi. 12). Yes, everyone who knows the depth of his own
heart's depravity must sigh, "I know that in me (that is, in my flesh)
dwelleth no good thing .. for to will is present with me, but how to perform that which is good I find not." They will oft groan beneath the
weight of this vile body of death, yet" thank God, who giveth them
-victory, thTOUgh Jesus ChTist OUT Lord" (Rom. vii. 18, 25). It is this
very experience of human sinfulness and frailty which makes the
children of God prize so highly His covenant provision, so that, while
fully assenting to the testimony of the Lord Jesus, " Without Me ye can
do nothing," they also affirm, "I can do all things thTough Christ, which
stTengtheneth me." It is this which makes the Holy Ghost such a
precious Friend in their esteem. See! It is written again-" I will
put My Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in My statutes, and
ye shall keep My judgments, and do them" (Ezek. xxxvi. 27). This
very truth is clearly expressed in the New Testament, as fulfilled in the
hearts of God's elect. Peter, writing to the scattered strangers, says,
" Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth th1'ough the
Spi1·it" (1 Peter i. 22). Paul, under the anointing, writes, "If ye, thrO'1tgh
the SpiTit, do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. For as many
as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God" (Rom.
viii. 13, 14). In the Epistle to "the Ohurches of Galatia," we see that
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everything acceptable to God in the hearts of His own is Cc the fruit"
of the indwelling Spirit. He alone "causes" to walk in J ehovah's
statutes. He alone can restrain from evil, and constrain to what is
right j and knowing this, we must ever rejoice in that testimony-" kept
by the pOLcer of God" (1 Peter i. 5), and sing with understanding"And every virtue we possess,
And every conflict won,
And every thought of holiness,
.A1'e His alone."

The Apostle Paul bears sweet testimony to "the power that worketh
in us," plainly showing that he had "no c017fidence" either in his own
flesh, or that of any creature upon earth. His confessions concerning his
own life, walk, labours, and strivings, and his prayers for those to whom
he wrote, make it evident that he gloried in this fact--" He hath made
the first old." Speaking of his living unto God, he says, "I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me"
(Gal. ii. 20). Of his walk and demeanour in the world-cc In simplicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of
God, we have had our conversation in the world" (2 Cor. i. 12). Concerning his labours in the Lord's vineyard, he declares, "By the grace
of God I am what I am. . . . . I laboured more abundantly than they
all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me" (1 Cor.
xv. 10); and again, "I . . . labour, striving according to His working,
which worketh in me mightily" (Col. i. 29).
For the Hebrew saints he prays-" The God of peace
.. make
you perfect in every good work to do His will, working in you that
which is well-pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ." For the
Thessalonian brethren-" That our God would count you worthy of
this calling, and fulfil all the good pleasure of His goodness, and the
work of faith with power: that the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
may be glorified in y01~, and ye in Him, according to the grace of our
God and the Lord Jesus Christ." And for the beloved of God in
Rome-" Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in
beli'3ving, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy
Ghost" (Rom. xv. 13).
Time and space would fail to show how he, as led by the ever-blessed
Spirit, traces up every manifestation of godliness to the gracious operation of the Holy Ghost within, according to the terms of this new
covenant, which has taken the place of the one divinely disannulled,
originally established to prove to man his weakness-removed for ever
out of the way when the S'3t time came for the bringing in of the
" bettM'" and faultless one, wherein J ehovah Himself is the Promiser and.
Performer of every condition, thereby securing to those interested
therein. all the blessings it contains.
May the Lord the Spirit so instruct His own living ones that they
may distinguish, when reading His precious vVord, between the new
covenant of grace and the old covenant of works, the promises of which
hang upon conditions, and which can have nothing to do with the
salvation of His eternally-loved ones, but which remains binding outwardly and morally upon all the creatures of His hand. National
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obedience to God's commands secures national blessings, while the
reverse brings down God's curse; and an outward obedience to
J ehovah's requirements is always accompanied with temporal blessing
to individuals; but in tho matter of salvation from the consequences
of sin, gTace alone avails. Of this sovereign compact of J ehovah, good
JOHN KENT sweetly sings"'Tis like a living spring
Of waters sweet and clear;
There's not an 'if' to foul the stream,
Or 'peradventure' there.
"Free in the Fountain-Head,
The Source from which it came;
In 'wills' and 'shalls' of Gospel grace
Eternally the same."
"Wherein God, willing more abundantly to show unto the heirs of
promise the immutability of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath:
that by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to
lie, we might have strong consolation who have fled for refuge to lay
hold on the hope set before us."
And now, beloved reader, we must leave thee to the contemplation
of these glorious truths, aud may the blessing of our Triune covenant
God ever rest upon thee; for Jesus' sake. Amen.
K. B.

DEW-DROPS.

"Behold, I have gTaven thee upon the palms of My hands>, thy walls are
continuctll'lj bejo'l'e Me."-IsAIAH xlix. 16.
THE little, fearful, timid flock, always in need of some fresh manifestation of their J ehovah's love and power, have here another express
promise of His unchangeable faithfulness and omnipotence-His care
and unceasing watchfulness of them and all that concerns them. The
strongest ties of nature may be snapped asunder; tha greatest earthly
love and endearments be estranged; yea, a woman may forget her
offspring, " yet," says the Lord, "I, the unchangeable, faithful Lord and
God of My children, will not forget thee." And then, to draw their
attention-to show them how great and important a truth this is to
be fastened on their hearts-" Behold," He says-look, see, trace, and
1'rove-" I have graven thee upon the palms of My hands; thy walls
are continually before Me."
Oh, how are His children proving His
daily, hourly, watchful care of them, and led to admire and adore the
grace of these precious promises, and taught, as each stage of their
journey is reached, that truth which He will have all His sons and
daughters learn in each perplexing path of their life, in every distressing cloud, and in the hour of Satan's darkness-" Lo, I am with you,
an abiding, faithful, real, living Presence, even unto the end." "I will
never leave thee, nor forsake thee."
Now, the Lord appears to have used this expression for a double
purpose-first, that His children shall take comfort therefrom, and then
to show to His Church His unceasing love and faithfulness to all ages.
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He shows them thereby that they are ever before His eyes; that they
are always in His sight, in His presence, as near and dear as those
already at home; that His purposes of love are always working for
them and their good; that, though clouds intervene, and darkness takes
possession of their souls, never for one instant are His eyes withdrawn
from them, but, graven upon the palms of His hands, He will not rest
until every jot and tittle is accomplished in and for them; and keeping
them constantly in view, He looks upon them in love, and shows, as
their Heavenly Boaz, how" the Man will not be in rest until He has
accomplished the thing this day."
And, as graven upon His hands, they become part of Himself. And
what more glorious theme than this-the union of Christ and His Church 1
As the vine senda forth its rich, ripe clusters, deriving all its life, and
sap, and fruit from the root-as the body, with its many members,
derives all life and sustenance from union with its living Head-so He
desires to show His Church, His bride, her oneness with Himself'I in them, and Thou in Me, that they may be made perfect in one."
Thus He wears their names upon His hands, just as a signet or ring
is worn for covenant, and so they become an ornament to Him who
delighteth to honour His saints. They are His jewels, and their names
shall become "a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord, and a royal
diadem in the hand of their God."
And He can do nothing without remembering His children's names.
Oh, is Jesus so closely concerned-is my union so intimate with Himthat He cannot go forward in anyone act without seeing my name ou
the palms of those once pierced hands ~ And remember that, though it
was my sins that nailed Him to the cross, yet all His thoughts are
love toward His redeemed child! Is it not a wondrous thought-a
marvellous condescension-to think that He and poor sinners-He the
mighty Lord and just Saviour, and we poor worms of the earth-are
so indissolubly joined, connected, and interested, that our names are
ever viewed in all His undertakings, and from all eternity have formed
the bond of union, the purpose of His love-work, the scheme of His
salvation, so that when, as the great High Priest, He comes forward
to bless the people, their names are there, His chosen inheritance, and
individually, name by name, they receive their share in His graciousness, love, and pardon 1 Yes, upon those very hands, once woundedthose which were" wounded in the house of His friends "-are engraven
their names, and thus is the prophecy fulfilled, "They shall look upon
Him whom they pierced."
They sh&ll reach hither their hand, and,
like unbelieving Thomas, be led to acknowledge, "My Lord and my
God." Their sins nailed Him to the cross, and hanging there, He
was then as nothing to them. Then it was-"Jehovah-Tsidkenu was
nothing 'to me." But what naw 1 Ab ! now they sing-" J eh~vah
Tsidkenu is all things to me." Oh, what will they not now give,
as their heart leaps up in a great burst of gratitude, to remember these
things-that, in spite of their evil, He had nothing for them but
good-that, though they nailed the Son of God there, yet He has
their names engraven upon His hands, and a place prepared for them,
and a new name, better than that of sons and daughters ~ Well has
one of Israel's sweet singers expressed it-
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"It passeth knowledge, that dear love of Thine,
My Jesus, Savio1U'; yet this soul of mIne
Would of Thy love, in all its breadth and length,
Its height and depth, its everlasting strength,
Know more and more.
.. It passeth praises, that dear love of Thine,
My Jesus, Saviour; yet this heart of mine
Would sing that love, so full, so rich, so free,
Which brings a rebel sinner such as me
Nigh unto God."

Is no(; this the language of your and my heart 7 When we contemplate that our names are there, viewed ever in the Father's sight
through the Son of His love, is it any wonder that our hearts burst
forth in astonishment-" Oh, the depth of the riches both of the
wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are His judgments,
and His ways past finding out" ~
And, in conclusion, beloved, may the great comfort of His promise
be yours to rest in_le lily sheep hear )1y voice, and I know them, and
they follow Me j and I give unto them eternal life, and they shaH never
perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of My ha!ld," and in
sweet faith give you to sing, with the immor(;al TOPLADY"My name from the palms of His hands
Eternity cannot erase;
Impressed on His heart it remains,
In marks of indelible grace,
" Yes, I to the end shall endure,
As S1U'e as the earnest is given;
More happy, but not more secure,
The glorified spirits in heaven,"

R.
A PLEA FOR GRACE, AND HOW TO USE IT.
GOD give me grace to see my need
To ask for grace from Thee;
God give me grace to use the
grace
Which Thou dost give to me.
Receiving as a little child
Gifts from a Father's hand;
Believing, trusting in Thy Word,
Redeemed by grace I stand,

'Tis not of works that I should make
Salvation a demand;
'Tis all of grace-a gift of loveUnmeas1U'ed from Thy hand.
Then lead me by Thy Spirit, Lord,
That I may seek Thy face;
Cleansed by the blood on Calvary
shed,
A ransomed child of grace.
T. S.

AFFLICTIONS are as nails driven by the hand of grace, which crucify
us to the world. The husbandman ploughs his lands, and the gardener
prunes his trees, to make them fruitful j the jeweller cuts and polishes
his diamonds to make them shine the brighter; the refiner flings his
gold into the furnace that it may come out the purer; and God afflicts
His people to make them better.-Toplady.
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REFLECTIONS ON SOLOMON AS A PREACHER;
OR, A WORD OF WARNING TO DIVINELY CALLED AND SENT MINISTERS.
SOLOMON was a preacher (Eccles. i. 1).
This preacher was loved of
God (2 Sam. xii. 24). To be a God-loved preacher is indeed a blessing.
Solomon was not loved of God because he was a preacher, but before.
People often love preachers for their preaching, and not for Christ's sake
alone. He was a preacher that loved the Lord, and therefore born
again. "Everyone that loveth is born of God" (1 John iv. 7; 1 Kings
iii. 3). He asked favours of the Lord-was blessed with His presence
(1 Kings iii. 5-10). He received gifts from the Lord (1 Kings iv. ~9),
and was magnified by the Lord exceedingly in the sight of all Israel
(1 Chron. xxix. 25). He had great experience of many things, was
wise, deeply taught, and very experimental.
Note what Solomon was by grace-loved of God, and loved Him, because of first being loved by Him j had the spirit of prayer, a humble
mind, a tender heart, gracious manifestatioIis from the Lord, received
gifts of various kinds from Him upon a large scale, and was brought
by Him to stand high up in the esteem of His people.
Yet, alas! even this God-loved, chosen, quickened, saved, blessed,
wise, experimental preacher had something in him besides grace.
Solomon was inspired by the Holy Ghost both to pray to God and
to preach to man, so he was no ordinary preacher.
See what this preacher was by sin. He loved many strange women
(1 Kings xi. 1). Some preachers love not any strange women, but this
preacher loved many. So, by grace, he loved the Lord, his Creator,
Preserver, Redeemer, Teacher, and Saviour j yet, by sin, he loved lUany
fallen, erring, depraved, ignorant, ungodly, evil-living women. " What
shall we say to these things 1 " "vVould it not have been better," says
proud reason, "for these things to have been kept back, wrapped up,
and never to have seen the light 1" A preacher who has great grace and
great gifts has great temptations to great sins and evils. Solomon's
conduct, in turning from the Lord God of Israel, was displeasing to Him
(1 Kings xi. 9) j so are all the acts- of sin committed by preachers
A preacher
called of Him to preach, so let none presume, but fear.
loved of God, and a lover of Him, may yet show love to sin and sinners,
and be led away by them into forbidden paths. Oh, for preserving grace!
This preacher clave to those who had no heart to cleave to the Lord.
He was so led away by them as to approve of, and engage in, their
abominable acts of idolatry.
vVhat a serious thing it is to be a preacher, especially a popular one,
a forefront one, and a highly-esteemed one! From what a great height
did this preacher fall! Into what a vast depth did he plunge, where
he met with plenty of evil companions to wallow with him in the
mire! All this shows that a preacher chosen of God may forsake
Him, and cleave unto vile characters, do vile things, and thus bring
down upon himself rebukes and chastisements from the Lord. Yes,
after preaching holiness, a preacher may act unholily j after preaching
wisdom, he may act foolishly j after preaching righteousness, he may act
unrighteously j after preaching truth, he may act deceitfully j after
preaching goodness, he may act evilly; after preaching the Gor;pel, he
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may act contrary to its teaching and precepts j after preaching Christ,
he may take sides with Belial. Let none, therefore, say that God-sent
preachers have nothing to fear. Remember this great and wise preacher,
Solomon. Are any preachers in our day greater than he ~ No preacher
is perfect. A mixed medley is. in us all, whether we know it or not j
and if divine restraint be taken off from preachers, away they go to
their own ways--one to this, another to that, till the soul wakes up to
find "all is vanity and vexation of spirit."
Pray for God-sent preachers, particularly the wise, forefront, popular.
everywhere-sought-after ones, who scarcely have time to answer the
many calls and invitations they recaive to go here and there to preach.
If people knew what appertained to preaching, it is likely there would
not be so much preaching or pulpit hunger as there is now.
Basingstoke.
F. F.
HEART-BREd.THI~GS.

LORD, it is to Thine own divine Person I would be drawn, When
I reflect upon the fact that it was Thou Thyself that didst reveal to
me Thine own pardoning love, and grace, and mercy, and that sixtythree years ago, I do take shame to myself that I know so little of
Thee. What a slow and how forgetful a learner I have been! By
comparison, how trifling the knowledge I have attained of Thee, after
so many years, and such a diversity of teaching. It humbles meyea, in the very dust-before Thee, when I contemplate the fact. True,
it is the cry, "What I know not teach Thou me," and "Grant that I
may grow in grace, and in the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord.'
Notwithstanding this, however, there has been so little" watching untoprayer," The plea is one thing; the waiting in expectation for the
answer is another. Here, Lord, I acknowledge how much I am in
fault, and how it serves to show the half-heartedness of which I am so
much the subject. I mourn over it, Lord. I confess it before Thee. Oh,
"enter not into judgment with Thy servant, 0 Lord, for in Thy sight
shall no man living be justified." I see, Lord, so much reason for the
trial with which Thou art now visiting me. I did not estimate the
mercies bestowed upon me, and that for so many years, as it behoved
me to do. They were mercies indeed-yea, great anll glorious privileges-rich, covenant favour. But, alas! they were too little heeded.
They were treated too much as a matter of course. Their very frequency
and non-interruption led to their abuse, by causing me to regard them
by far too much in the light of a common gift. The Lord pardon
me for this, as well as for all my other ten thousand sins and shortcomings. Oh, will they ever be even partially renewed ~ Ah! Lord,
Thou, ·and Thou alone, knowest. Oh, for former days! Oh, for by-gone
privileges! Oh, for lost favour,:;! Lord, pity and pardon, for Christ's
sake!
D.
THE Church of Christ, which is partly militant and partly triumphant,
resembles a city built on both sides of a river. There is but the stream
of death between grace and glory.-Toplady.
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A REMINISCENCE.
"Tell of His wondrous faithfulness,
And sound His power abroad;
Sing the sweet promise of His grace,
And the performing God."

IT was "Thanksgiving Day," set apart by Government to acknowledge
the goodness of the Lord in removing the national scourge, cholera, from
our land, November 15th, 1849. It was also the anniversary day of
-my birth. Business being suspended, services were held in the different
places of worship. In the morning we met to praise, and to pray to,
our Father in heaven. Our Pastor gave a soul-cheering address from
the inspired Word-" Joy and gladness shall be heard therein, thanks,giving, and the voice of melody" (Isa. li. 3).
~ As I was proceeding in the evening to the house of prayer, the
roaring lion made a fierce assault upon me, shooting his fiery darts, and,
but for the preventing mercy of the Lion of the tribe of J udah, I
shOuld have cast myself down from the archway near at hand. I was
brought to the very gates of the pit in my feelings, when these precious
words were powerfully and sweetly applied. Oh, what a healing balm
they proved to my wounded, trembling, and affrighted spirit-" I am
He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore,
Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death" (Rev. i. 18) Then
I saw that the fierce Apollyon-the old dragon-was locked up inside
his own pit of darkness and misery, and my poor soul was outside
that pit (though meriting the wrath (If God as much-yea, more-than
he), safe beside my all conquering Jesm, whose hand would never take
the keys from His golden girdle, to unlock the prison of hell, and thrust
in one for whom He gave His precious life a ransom.
Oh, the blessedness of that anniversary day of my birth-the day
set apart for praise to Almighty God! I went to chapel that evening
with feelings which I cannot describe.
" Kindly He brought me to the place
Where stands the banquet of His grace;
The gladness of that happy day,
My heart would wish it long to stay."
But the eternal sun-light of glory's blissful day is at hand; then
farewell for ever to sin, temptation, unbelief, darkness, and trials of all
kinds; and welcome home, to be near to, and like, "our Father, which
art in heaven," to sing of Jehovah's covenant love in the precious,
-holy, and endeared Person of Immanuel.
"The thought of such amazing hliss
Should constant joys create."
Lord, help us to look up by precious faith to the inheritance above.
Chatham.
A WEEPER.
No silver in Benjamin's sack till J oseph put it Ill; no good in man
until God infuse it.

~
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"GOD'S PROVIDENCE IS MINE INHERITANCE."
THE winter of 1875 was exceptionally severe, and fraught with much
suffering to our London poor, and many were the cases of distress
which came under one's notice. But perhaps there are few more touching instances on record than the subjoined brief narrative.
E. S--, an aged, blind Christian woman, living south of the
Thames, was introduced to my notice as in every way eligible for a City
gift, for which I had been privileged for some years to recommend a
candidate. Totally blind from birth, or a month or so after, she had
lived respectably, and brought up an orphan niece, who, in return for
her care and attention, ministered to the need of her aunt, who, at the
time of which I write, had reached the advanced age of eighty-two,
and was unable to maintain herself.
A sad trial now befell the niece in the loss of her husband, who met
his death in his daily employment, by being accidentally run over; and
thus the widow, deprived of her own means of subsistence, saw no
other provision for her aged aunt, from whom she had never been
separated, but that much-dreaded alternative to the respectable poor,
the "Union."
Under these circumstances, the pension of ten pounds per annum,
though small, would, with what little additional help could be obtained
from other sources, suffice for her needs, and prevent the dreaded
separation; and the friend who gave me the privilege, being Master of
the Company that year, I had no doubt of obtaining it for so needy a
case.
I accordingly gave the form of application into the hands of the
Scripture-reader, to be filled up, asking him to bring the case before
the Vicar whose ministry I at that time attended, and who I knew
would kindly write to the Incumbent of the country parish for the
certificate of baptism, as well as obtain the one of blindness, as E. S-was unknown to me. There being a month to collect the necessary
papers, I felt I need not trouble further about the matter.
Not hearing, however, anything of the case, I called on the Scripture-reader, after Sunday evening service, to ask if the papers were
sent in to the office by the appointed time, and was dismayed to hear
that he had sent a letter to me, which I had not received, stating
that, owing to the old lady's mistake, the baptismal certificate had
arrived too late, and the whole affair had thus fallen through. Notwithstanding this disappointment, I was not wholly without hope, as
I knew the election had not taken place, though the cases were all
placed on the list, and therefore determined to ask my friend if he
would use his influence, though I knew it was out of order, and theretore went to the Vicar to obtain the papers.
Here another trouble awaited me. The certificate of blindness was
still lacking, as he had hesitated to trouble the doctor for it until he
had received the other, at the same time telling me that he feared my
effort would be fruitless, as he had been himself to the office, and done
all in his power, but they would not entertain it.
I was not, however, to be turned from my purpose. Yet what was to
be done ~ It was already late enough, and half-an-hour's walk before I
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could reach home, and the snow lying thickly on the ground. Olearly
nothing could be done that night. Would the Vicar go with me to the
doctor in the morning, if I had any encouragement from the Master of
the Oourt ~ Yes, he gave the promise, and I started home betwixt
hope and fear as to the issue, inwardly hoping that I might be asked no
question on the subject, for I feared my scheme would not meet with
approval from my family in such inclement weather.
Alas! the first question almost was, "Well, how about that poor old
blind woman ~" and I was reluctantly obliged to tell of my disappointment, and hear those blamed who had undertaken to get the necessary
information, while secretly in my own bosom I was beginning to realize
that I had shifted the work God had given me to do upon others, and
if, after all, the dear old lady were to receive the pension, the Lord
would only employ the instrument He intended; and with this conviction, my readers will perhaps not be surprised when I tell them
that I besought the Lord earnestly that the applicant might not suffer
loss in consequence; yet, at the same time, if there were any other more
needy, my will might be lost in my Heavenly Father's, though doing
all in my power to ensure success, as, like Nehemiah, I prayed for
"favour in the sight of this man."
The next morning was perhaps yet more inclement, and, as I feared,
my friends said I ought not to take the journey. But my mind was
made up, though" the winds were contrary," and I found the' interview
I sought delayed by the blocking of the suburban railway lines by the
snow, which delayed the arrival of the Master of the Company, and when
I did obtain it, my heart almost sank in briDging the ma ter, after date,
before a business man. At first he seemrd inclined 0 refuse my
request. "The will must be carried out," he said. x es; of that I
was well aware; but the case was in every way eligible, although the
qualifications were ten in number. It was, after all, but a ques ion of
time. So I replied, "Does the will specify that the petition must be
sent in by a certain date ~" "No, it does not say that." Again I tried,
perhaps, a more effectual plea this time, for who doesn lo\"e power ~
"I think you told me you were Master of the Oompany this year, and
hasn't the Master extra power 1" " Oh, yes; the Master has all power.
Where is the petition 1" " Here." "VVell, I think, if I were you, I
would send it in. Enclose a note, and say that it will grea y oblige
me if they will place it on the list." "May I say tha 1" "Yes.'"
I thanked him heartily, at the same time recognizing .hat all was
" according to the good hand of my God upon me" ; bu of the journey
I had yet to take I said nothing, for whether it was dilatory or no,
not to have every paper in my possession by that time, it looked so,
after such long notices, and that I know is sometimes unpardonable.
I had now certainly some encouragement, and returned elated to
write the letter for enclosure with the documents I already had, intending
to post all when the one certifying "total blindness" was obtained;
and then, with my precious packet, I ventured out, well wrapped up, to
exclude the cold, thinking, as I met so few persons, that no one but
those on urgent business were out, especially as the omnibuses had
ceased running. My way laid across Waterloo Bridge, and as I sought,
through my manifold wraps, for the halfpenny toll, which was not then
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abolished, consternation seized me. 'iVhere was the packet 1 Surely
I had put it into my pocket. It could be but a momentary alarm, so
I asked the toll-man to allow me to go into his office, and turn out the
contents of the pocket, which he did. But no, it was gone! Or had it
<)DIy lodged in my dress 1 No; clearly it was gone! 'iVhat now was
to be done 1 My position was ten-fold worse than before, for had I not
troubled the Master of the Court, and, after all, I was to have the
ignominy of lo~ing the benefit for my protege. I was very unhappy
as, with a sickened heart, I said to the toll-man, "I thank you, but
I don't want to cross the bridge now. My errand would be fruitless."
He replied, "I hope, ma'am, you have not lost anything of importance 1"
"Yes, indeed-that which I had. a good hope would have brought a
poor, blind woman ten pounds a year for life."
I had not retraced my steps above twenty yards when audibly to
me (though, had anyone been with me, they would not have "heard
the voice of Him that spake unto me ") came the loving, reproving
words of my Lord, "Ob, thou of little faith, wherefore dost thou
doubt 1 Do not I love this poor, afflicted woman better than you do 1
Is she not one of My precious jewels, that I died to redeem 1" Did I
stop to inquire why this whispered word, think you 1 No. The conviction flashed at once into my mind, "She cannot get the benefit
without the proof of fitness," and I once more retraced my steps.
Monday morning, as usua.l, had brought with it its ordinary cares
and business to the Vicar, and I found him engrossed with parish
matters, from which I knew he did not care to be disturbed, and,
unwilling as I was to do so, I could not but remind him of his promise
of the previous evening, and as soon as posssible, he went with me
to obtain the certificate, the doctor, in giving it, wighing all success
to our efforts, at the same time saying that a pension was a great
assistance to longevity, when we advanced that E. S - - was not likely
to require it long.
But, although the word spoken had impelled me to "go forward,"
my Almighty Reprover might, I fear, with justice have saiJ, "How is
it that ye have no faith 1" for although I sought and succeeded in
not betraying my anxiety, as I said to the Vic!l.f, on leaving, "I thought
I had the petition with me, but I find I have not; I hope I have
not lost it," yet I had not the shadow of a hope that I should ever
see it again, so convinced was I thaf, I had not left it at home; and
the intensity of my anxiety could only be understood by any who had
been placed in a like position.
My fears were not groundless. The packet was nowhere to be found,
nor did I ever see the papers again, and how to write to the Secretary was a difficulty. I had, without doubt, dropped the packet, and
they might., or not, be forwarded, though the urgency of the case
would be apparent from the letter enclosed, if picked up. But I did
not wish my carelessness known at the office, so, after much deliberation, a note was despatched simply to enclose the certificate which
should have been forwarded earlier, and then, with deepening anxiety
to await results, while all the day I went about the house, peering
into every nook and corner, even the most unlikely, for what I never
expected to find, until worn out, and I was just about to retire, when
R
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the postman's knock was heard, and a letter, bearing the Hall stamp,
was placed in my hand, which stated that the certificate of blinrlness was wanting in the petitioner's papers, and begging me to send
it without delay. And then I knew that He who had so gently reproved in the morning, and impelled me to proceed on my errand, was
not lacking messengers to carry His purpose into effect, while He, and
He alone, should be glorified in the act.
Two days later, I received the pleasing intelligence that E. S-- was
elected a pensioner on the funds of the charity, and the saying of the
doctor proved correct, for, though weak and infirm, through age and
bronchitis, she lived to enjoy what God had provided for seven years.
Many were the congratulations my friends were disposed to heap upon
me on the following Sunday, but I could only silence them by telling
them what I have here recorded, and then "the wonders God had
wrought" were extolled instead, and the faithful Scripture-reader, to
whom some blame had attached, told me that, from the moment I
intimated my willingness to see what could be done, he had not ceased
to pray for me, and when he heard of the success of the candidate, he
commenced to praise a prayer-hearing and answering God.
If the foregoing account is only a stimulus to some oft-discouraged
worker in the Lord's vineyard, it will not have been written in
vain. But these pages may perhaps fall into the hands of one who
knows not the Lord, so as to mark either His providential or gracious
dispensations. If so, may they enkindle desire, by the Spirit's power,
for the knowledge of Him "whom to know is life eternal." The
pension secured for the poor blind woman lasted but a few short years,
while the "inheritance reserved" for the Lord's purchased ones is
eternal, and is a "free gift" to poor, needy, perishing sinners, who
are brought to realize that they have been born' spiritually blind, and
therefore, unless "born again of the Spirit, cannot see the kingdom of
God." May He who hath been given "for a covenant of the people,
for a light to the Gentiles, open the blind eyes," and cause all His
tried ones to rest upon His faithful promise, "I will bring the blind
by a way tha.t they knew not; I will lead them in paths that they
have not known; I will make darkness light before them, and crooked
things straight. These things will I do unto them, and not forEake
them."
THE FEAR OF DEATH.
SOME of the Lord's saints have not yet received dying grace; but then
they are not going to die yet. Saints are prepared before they go.
Our Lord does not pluck His fruit unwisely. Foolish people may tear
the green apples from the tree with a pull and a wrench, and bruise
them as they throw them into the basket; but our Lord values His
fruit, and so He waits until it is quite ripe, and then He gathers it
tenderly. When He puts forth His hand, the fruit bows down to it,
and parts from the bough without a strain. "When the believer comes
to die, it will not be to an end which he feared, but to an end which
he expected.-G. H. Spurgeon.
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ROME'S POLICY.
[The annexed letter was sent to the Recrrrd, the Rock, and the
English ChttTchman. It only appeared, however, in the first-named.-En.J
To the Edito?' of the RecQ1'd.
SIR,-The way in which Popery can "accommodate" itself to
circumstances, notwithstanding its boasted infallibility, has been most
marked by recent events. Those familiar with its tactics are aware
that it has professedly the greatest horror of a suicide. In proof of
this, with your permission, I will stale a fact that came under my own
personal observation during my residence in the south of Ireland. I
had sole charge, as Curate, of a parish on the coast of vVaterford for
nearly eleven years. It was a mining district. In the early part of
my connection with the parish, there was no house for the clergyman.
Consequently, I was obliged to reside in the next village, four miles
off.
One Sunday, quite late, and long after the services of the day
had been closed, a special messenger was despatched to me, by the
resident manager of the mines, to say that a man, supposed to have
drowned himself, was refused interment in the ordinary graveyard of
the Roman Catholic chapel. The corpse had been sent back into the
village, and was now in the street, waiting burial, the widow, at the
same time, in a state of pitiable distress, prostrate upon the coffin.
The managp.r, therefore, under the circumstances, requested that the body
might be interred in our own Protestant churchyard. Upon inquiry,
I found from the messenger (a superannuated policeman) that the body
had been washed in upon the borders of the adjoining parish, and not
that for which I wa" responsible. Hence I promised to ride over in
the morning, and seek to make arrangements for the burial in the
graveyard of that parish. This I did, at the same tIme requesting,
if there were any further hindrance in the way of burill'!, that the
body was to be quietly buried in our own churchyard. It appeared
afterwards that my movement, with that of the brother-clergyman of
the aforenamed parish, being suspected, not only was the interment in
the Popish burial-ground of the parish prevented, but in the Protestant
graveyard likewise, for the Romanists of the village in a body met the
people bearing the corpse, and compelled them to return, so that the
interment took place in our own churchyard during the night; nor do
I think that this would have been allowed but for the miners fearing
that they would thus give offence to the manager, and they would,
in consequence, lose their employment. Moreover, prior to my having
charge of the parish, I was told, upon the best authority, of another
case of supposed suicide, where the body was twice disinterred after
burial, taken out to sea, and thrown overboard.
Now, in the face of this well-known antipathy to a suicidal act, what
can be said Qf the want of principle-the lack of consistency-the spirit
of expediency-in regard. to the whole proceedings in the recent so
marked, so hapless, so unquestionable a case of deliberate self-destrucR
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tion as that of the Austrian Crown Prince ~ To ~ay the least, moreover, how disreputable the display and Popish parade of all the scenes
connected with that lamentable and deeply-humiliating event! What
a solemn comment are the whole circumstances upon the Scriptural
declarations, "The way of transgressorl:i is hard"; "Be not deceived;
God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also
reap. For he that soweth to the flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life
everlasting " !
Gladly would I throw a veil over what followed the distressing
events to which I have just referred, but reverence for that Lord and
Master whom it has been my sacred privilege for more than sixty
years to seek to serve forbids. Notwithstanding the striking deathbed scenes of the late Emperors of Germany, in which the precious
verities of the divine Word were so specially the solace and support of
both father and son, and of which the immediate presence of Her
Majesty's widowed daughter must have been a perpetual reminder, our
Protestant Queen, by her express command, sanctioned and endorsed
observances and services in direct antagonism to the Book, to the
claims of which Her Majesty had herself ascribed the prosperity of the
vast empire over which she has so long and successfully reigned.
The character and practices, as well as the impending doom, of that
system to which Her Majesty, the Heir-Apparent of the British throne,
his royal sons, and the Premier of Protestant England have in so
conspicuous a way marked their approval, is as clearly foreshown as
language can express. Hence the Queen has adopted a course for
which the nation at large may well humble itself before that Almighty
Being who has declared Himself to be a jealous God, and who, in
regard to the mystery of iniquity, has said so emphatically, " Come out
of her, My people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye
receive not of her plagues."
With the momentous events that characterize the times in which we
live, and which are so illustrative and confirmatory of" the last days,"
well may we, as a Church and nation, humble ourselves before the God
{)f heaven, and beseech Him to refrain from visiting us with those
chastisements and that judicial anger which, as a professedly Protestant
people, we have justly merited at His hand. Earthquakes in divers
places, famines and pestilences, "distress of nations with perplexity,"
distraction and disaffection at home, uprisings on every hand abroad,
constitute a state of things which may well indeed. cause us to give
heed to the Scriptural admonition, "Let the priests, the ministers of the
Lord, weep between the porch and the altar, and let them say, Spare
Thy people, and give not Thine heritage to reproach, that the heathen
should rule over them; wherefore should they say among the people,
Where is their God ~ "
Feb1'Ua1'Y 11th, 1889.
D. A. DOUDNEY, D.D.,
Vicar of St. Luke's, Bedmins/er.

NEVER believe it, that there is a single element in the breast of
ma.n that can draw him near to God.-Krause.
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WHAT IS THE CONFESSIONAL ~
[A mISSIOn priest in the Romanist Chapel, Chelmsford, lately boasted
that English clergymen were already making their people go to confession.]
A HOLE in the wall, where an unseen Don't you remember the olden time,
When priest and faggot were in their
eye
The sanctities of our homes may spy;
prime,
Where a man of sin, in a robe of How easy it was to lay their hand
state,
On one of the Bible-reading band?
Buys and sells at a fearful rateThere was ever an ear aslant the
Buys the thoughts of a maudlin girl;
eye;
There was ever a low lip lisping by;
Buys the fears of a dying churl;
And child and mother alike conSelling his soul with the awful lie
fessed
Of the absolution theory.
I That which brought ruin upon the
Never yet has the Bible told
rest.
Of a heaven to be purchased by pain I
or gold;
And over the country far and wide
N ever yet has it bid us fall
Comes creeping backwards the hateAt the feet of a sinner and tell him
ful tide;
all.
A vestry here, and a curtain there,
Or a small recess for the shrinking
'Tis but the pitiful lust of power,
pair.
The love of filth and the hope of
dower,
One and another-never more;
With the care of the devil, that One at the window, one on the
prompts the call
fl03r;
To the young and the weak from the Giving out and taking in
hole in the wall.
Shame and misery-sin, sin, sin!
Plots, too foul for a poet's pen,
Have been bred and hatched in that
fearful den;
Nor will I mention the maiden's
shame
(God knows it) where the confessor
came.
But is it fair that the men who swear
To our Church's Articles should dare
To be making a way, with England's
pay,
To the hole in the wall for a future
day?
Fathers and mothers, don't you care?
Follow your girl, and hear her there;
See the tenderness-soul to soul,
Sin to sin-in that fearful hole.
Every care of her life he knows;
Every secret of yours she shows;
And home and father are left in the
lurch
When he beckons her into the holy
Church.
Chelmsford.

I would not bare to the common eye
The questions which a priest may
plyMust, if he follow the written laws
Of Antichrist's voluptuous cause.

But here is the pivot which turns so
well
His simpering guests to the depths
of hell" I am a priest; I cannot sin ;
And I pardon, if I take you in."
Oh, for a flood of common sense
To swamp such folly and impudence!
Oh, for the will, the power, the
light
To read Rome's history aright!
Fawn or flatter, or burn or bind,
Her manner is changed, but never'
her mind;
She handles the nations until they
fall,
Like the figures that crack, by the
hole in the wall.

M. A. C.
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THE CONFLICT AND THE CROWN.
(Concluded fl'om page 178.)

AFTER being brought to the very verge of eternity, he gradually, to
the surprise of all, recovered, and was able to be downstairs again, and
to go out a little. The treacherous bright weather of March, with its
east winds, again threw him back, and on April 5th, in the evening,
he walked upstairs, never to come down again.
During August and September, and up to the middle of October, he
was able to sit up, and to walk about a little from room to room upstairs. Before October closed he began to fail again, and then sank
steadily. He was taken to the joy he had so often longed for on
Sunday morning, November 25th. It was a fitting time indeed for the
dear aged pilgrim to enter his rest-the early dawn of the Sabbath,
the day of rest-the day on which the precious Saviour rose from the
dead-and I think my beloved father would have rejoiced to know that
his first day in glory would be the Sabbath of earth.
During the last fortnight, he was unable to articulate distinctly, and
so we lost many of his precious last sayings; but from his sweet upward
gaze, and the constant recurrence of such expressions as "My IJ1'ecious
SaVi07b1'!" "My Lord! ray God! ray All ! " ".1'lone but Jesus.''' "Oh,
come, come, come!" it was very evident that his spirit was in continual communion with his Saviour.
Ten days before he was taken home he said, "It is Sunday." My
mother told him it was not Sunday that day. He replied, "Yes, it
is. All days are sun days." Afterwards he said, "My precious Saviour!
my Refuge! my Deliverer! come and help me !" I asked him if he
were uneasy. "No, love," he said; "the Lord is with me." Soon
after, "Where art Thou, my precious Saviour?" I said," I am with
you always." "Yes j He is," he answered.
The last Wednesday on earth, he said, "He is very kind. He does
help. A precious Saviour! His mercy is great." I added, "Yes, and
His rae?'cy endu1'eth fo1' ev~1''',. and then I repeated the verse, "Lest
any hurt it, I will keep it night and day." '" Night and day '-that
is always," he said.
On Thursday afternoon, he said very distinctly, pointing to a corner
of the room, "I see Jesus."
On Friday, his dear voice was heard for the last time, and the few
words we could understand were uttered with a pathos and emphasis
which I shall never, never forget. ".None b1bt Jesus!" he said; and
then most earnestly," Oh, love Him-so faithful!" "He has helped!"
"He will neve1' leave me!"
On Saturday morning, he closed his dear, loving eyes, and never
opened them again, or attempted to speak. That he was conscious I
fully believe, as he endeavoured to turn towards us whenever we repeated precious portions of the holy Word to him. The cough with
which he was troubled during the last few days grew fainter and
fainter as the night wore on. Then came the end, about seven
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o'clock. So gently, so imperceptibly, did the spirit leave its earthly tenement that we could not be quite sure for some time that he had
really left us-not a struggle or even sigh, simply ceasing to breathe
-and so he entered the King's palace, and saw the face of his Redeemer with exceeding joy, knowing then more deeply than ever that
He i~ "so faithful," and that "He has helped" indeed. Those beaut~ful dying words wilL be indelibly impressed upon my memory while
hfe lasts-so much so that I think, when the welcome in heaven shall
sound, I shall greet him with "So faithf1tl ! He has helped." They
will, I know, be my experience, and yours too, dear Dr. DOUDNEY.
With failing speech and sinking frame our faith, too, will be quickened
-or rather, Jesus Himself will draw so sensibly near, and His loving.
kindness be so clearly recognized, as to cause us to exclaim, "Oh, love
Him-so faithfid .I"
He was called upon to suffer great darkness of spirit during the
greater part of his illness-darkness which human love and sllggestions
could not lighten. " I 1uant to feel! " "I cannot lay hold!" "Oh, if
you scua sin as I see it!" And when the precious promises of God
were repeated to him-" Yes, it is very precious, if He 1could send it to
me."
" There shall I see His face,
And never, never sin."
" 'Never, never sin!'" he would repeat.
"That will be the Joy, to
'never, never sin!' >, These lines he repeated many hundreds of times.
One day, he told me that he had had a little light again, but could
not describe it. It was to the effect that he had been praying for
relief, and the words, "J must do it," were sent. "How prone we
are," he said, "to cling to self-doing! I had been praying as if I could
call the Lord down, and He sent these words to show me that it must
be all Himself-' I must do it.'"
Another day, he said, "During this dark time, as I call it, I have
seen that the Lord's gifts are not always pleasant. lYe rejoice in that
which is pleasant, and call it His gift; but when it is something painful, it is just as much His gift as that which is joyful. We do not
think of this always. I have had a sad night-many light fancies. I
do want grace to reign, and not folly. I should like to tell you, some
day, that vision of the Ransom again. I have had other experiences,
but none so straightforward as that. I have had some fearful conflicts.
It has seemed as if I could not get near to Jesus, and Satan has
tempted me with not being able to feel near Him. I felt I would try
to touch, if only the hem of His garment, like the poor woman, and
Satan has tempted me, saying, 'But you have nothing to bring Him,'
and then it came to my mind, 'Who has anything to bring Him 1 No
one has anything' ; and I have felt that, if He killed me, yet I would
<:ling to Him. He is my only Saviour and my only hope. Have you
noticed, 'And when He saw that there was no man' 1" &c. (Isa. lix. 16.)
"Yes," I said, "and have often thought how striking and beautiful."
"Yes," he replied; "that shows He alone can bring salvation. And
there is a corresponding passage in Revelation-no man able or found
worthy to open the book, or loose the seals, but the Lamb opened
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them (Rev. v. 1-10). Yes, He bore our sins for us. Many people
think He helps, but it is not help. He takes them altogether, and we
have no claim ourselves to any part-not the least part-of salvation."
Remarking upon, "All we like sheep have gone astray," he said,
" Yes, and we are His, or we could not go astray. ' Go astray' implies
a previous being in the fold. He brought us in. If He has given us
eternal life-if eternal life is begun in us-it caunot be taken away"
for it is eternal. There is much more in every word in the Bible
than one sees at first."
Later on, he said, "My body is full of sin, but sin shall be destroyed, and it shall be raised a glorious body." Afterwards," All
seems dark, as if God had forgotten me, and did not hear me." My
mother and I reminded him of various assurances in the holy Word
that he was not forgotten or forsaken. "I know," he said, "that it
is not so, but it seems so.
Oh, you have n)t had what I have to
contend with-weakness, pain, darkness, doubt-all together. Pray,
pray for me that my faith may be strengthened."
And his faith was
strengthened. He was enabled to exclaim with his dying breath,
" Victory! Victory!" This expression we heard several times when he
was almost speechless; and those last words I heard him distinctly utter
_cc Oh, love Him-so f£iithflll!" "He has helped!" were the triumphant
preludes of the everlasting s:mg so soon to be sounded in the chorus of
the redeemed in glory.
Ah! dear Dr. DOUD~EY, the sighs, and groans, and longings, and
fears, and d0ubts, and darkness, are all over for him now. Henceforth
is fulness of joy with Christ for everm')re; an 1, to me another expression which fell so very, ,ery frequeQ,tly from his lips during his
illness" Not a wave of trouble rolls
Across his peaceful breast,"
nor ever will roll again. And for us who are left behind, in a world
of sorrow and much tribulation, as
" Darker grows the wilderness,
Brighter the home above"the home to which we are being gathered, one by' one.
Oh, what ~
welcome it will bp,!
My letter has been extended far beyond the usual limits, but I knoW'
you will forgive me. My beloved father went through deep, dark soultravail, and I felt that you would be interested in hearing of his
dying testimony to the covenant faithfulness and love of Jesus. To
him was the promise joyfully realized--" I'll never, no, never, no, neyer
forsake." And we, too, however dark the conflict-we, too, shall jail}
the conqueror's song, through Him who loved us.
With our united Christian love to dear Mrs. DOUDNEY and yourself,
and heartfelt thank!'! for your kind sympathy with us in this our time.
of sorro\v, ever believe me, dear Dr. DOUDNEY,
Very gratefully and affectionately yours,
January 4th, 1889.
ANNIE POOL.
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COMMENTS.

We have often expressed the sacred satisf<l.ction we have felt in being
called to record in these pages the triumphs of grace, and the victory
over sin and· Satan, death and tho grave, as vouchsafed by Jesus, the
Lord of life and glory, to the poor and needy sons and daughters of a,
fallen head. The older we grow, and the nearer we personally approach
the close of our own earthly career, the more we rejoice in the, opportunities thus afforded us for the spreading such facts through the length
and breadth of Christendom. This feeling is again strengthened and
emboldened in consequence of the heresies which so abound in the
present day. The climax or the close of the earthly career furnishes a,
test-and a most critical test, too-as to the solidity, the reality, the
genuineness, of the previous profession. The fiery trial in connection
with the utter failure of heart and flesh, as the prelude to death and
the grave, will serve as a means for proving whence our profession
came, and whether it will stand that solemn ordeal to which all real
God-bestowed and God-maintained faith must be subjected. In the
heyday of strength, and especially in the midst of the appliance::; with
which the so-called religion of these times abounds, a "name to live"
may, for a season at least, be maintained; but, when such fiery tests
occur as that of which the Lord forewarned the Apostle Peter, when
He said, "Bimon, Satan hath desired to have thee, that he may sift
thee as wheat," it is then all that is of the flesh, and not of the ~pirit
-all that is of the creature, and not of the Lord-mult give way.. It
will prove to be but as "hay, straw, stubble," that must be consumed.
Such refuse will not weigh the weight of a feather in the balances of
the sanctuary.
Alas! alas! in the present day, thousands upon thousands, in the socalled religious world, are thus being fatally deceived. With all their
activity and apparent self-denying zeal for the Lord and His kingdom,
they have entered upon, and are zealously engaged in, a cause in which,
notwithstanding their profession, they have neither part nor lot. They
are seeking to teach others, whilst they are in ignorance themselves.
They are striving to impart to others that in which they have no
personal participation. They are pointing out a way the which they
have never personally discovered. In a word, they are following an
ignis fatuus, the which, if divine grace interpose not, must end in
eternal bitterness and woe. There is such a solemn 1:lcripture, in regard
to self-satisfied workers, as "I know you not, whence ye are: depart
from Me, all ye workers of iniquity! "
We are quite aware of the construction which will be placed upon
such a statement as the foregoing, and we are equally prepared for the
charge of the narrowness, and the bigotry, and the uncharitableness it
will entail upon us, as characteristic of our creed. Nevertheless, le·t us
come to plain matters of fact, such as a lengthened illness and all the
solemnities of a dying bed, presented in the previous record, afford.
Here, we repeat, is the test-here the touchstone-here the scales in
which to weigh and see whether or not we are found wanting.
The perusal of the foregoing, and especially that part of it which
refers to our dear departed friend's so ardent desire that the Lord w()l,11d
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speak pointedly and preciously to him, has just brought vividly to the
mind a dream which we had during the past night. It had quite escaped
our memory till thus recalled. We dreamt we were addre~sing an
assembly, and in the course of our testimony, made the following remark-" There are many who have the Word of God, as it were, at their
fingers' ends, and can quote Scripture with the utmost readiness; but this
will not suffice." Placing one's hand upon one's heart, we exclaimed,
with great emphasis, "It is here we want the Holy Ghost to take of
His own \Vord, and apply it to the heart and the conscience."
Now, this was precisely what the beloved departed so earnestly desired,
and this, blessed be God, he had. We contend that this-and nothing
short of this-will suffice a poor sin-convinced aud Ohrist-Graving soul.
It is the fulfilment of the Lord's own gracious promise that the divinelyquickened one aspires to and seeks after. Speakiug of the Holy Ghost,
Jesus said, "He shall take of Mine, and shall show it unto you."
This is what the convinced sinner wants, and with nothing short, of it
can he be satisfied. And if this be the case through his pilgrim course,
how much more will it be so at its close 1 It is the "Fear not, for
I am with thee; be not dismayed, for I am thy God," that will both
solace and support in a dying hour, and bring forth the response,
"Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I
will fear no evil, for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff they
comfort me"
Although it is many years since we saw our departed friend, he was
always identified in our mind with many dear brethren and sisters in
Manchester and its neighbourhood who had preceded him to their
€ternal home, and were there ready to welcome him to the bliss that
awaited him, and in like manner is in reserve for the numberless
pilgrims that are journeying thitherward. We rarely, if eyer, think'
of the lines our dear friend quoted"There shall I see His face,
And never, never sin,"
without thinking likewise of our last interview with an aged one at
Yeovil. Oh, with what energy did he exclaim"There shall I see His face,
And never, never sin;
There, from the rivers of His grace,
Drink endless pleasures in!"
As he repeated the second line, "And never, never sin," he stretched
forth his hand with su~h a special vehemence, so clearly bespeaking
what his continuous conflict with his poor fallen nature was, even at
his advanced age-so clearly implying likewise his heartfelt sympathy
with another verse"Sin, my worst enemy before,
Shall vex my eyes, my ears, no more;
My inward foes shall all be slain,
Nor Satan break my peace again."
In connection with this subject, well do we remember a question
put by the late beloved Bishop of Oashel, at a certain clerical meeting.
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"When shall we be rid," said he, "of this and that ~ "-speaking of sin.
"I don't allude;' he continued, "to grosser or outward sins [as if that
were not to be thought of, much less toleratedJ, but to those of the
heart "-untowardness of temper, jealousy, hostility to divine dealingsthese were doubtless what he had in view. He added that he asked
the question, not from curiosity or mere speculation, but from a heartfelt desire to know for himself. His prayers, at his morning and
evening home-services, were of the most marked simpijcity and earnestness. It is questionable if those who had the privilege of hearing
them will ever forget his holy fervour-his ardent pleading-his "Do,
LIYfd, do, do," this or that. Ob, that do, do, seems to ring in one's
ears-ah! and in one's heart, too-even up to this so distant day.
Moreover, how like this experience of Bishop DALY was that of
Bishop BEVERlDGE, who declared "that he could but look back upon
his u:hole cm~rse of life as oj one continued act of sin." We awell upon
these facts (however unpalatable they may seem to many) because we
must-and. tbat in the so near closing up of our feeble testimony for
God r.nd truth-in order to combat and utterly to repudiate the false,
the delusive, the most unscrip ural idea of improvement in our poor
fallen nature, much less perfection in the flesh. Such notions are not
only in direct antagonism to the plain Wora of God, but in equal
contradiction to the every-day and all-the-day experience of the dear
family of God. Moreover, instead of such representations and unscriptural dogmas aiding the believer, or setting at rest his doubts, and
fears, and numberless misgivings, the whole is so contrary to what
he is called personally to pass through, as to throw stumbling-blocks in
his way, rather than remove them. The lesson the Lord-and not man
-sets before him is the creature-humbling one-" That which is born of
the flesh [and will ever remain so] is flesh, and that which is born of the
Spirit is spirit."
But again, in reference to our beloved departed friend, how beautifully and blessedly was brought out that precious truth, "Mark the
perfect man, and behold the upright, for the end-[ah! yes, the end I
the end IJ-of that man is peace." His speaking, and that so emphatically, of the faithfulness of God, brought so vividly to mind the
case of a long and deeply-aftlicted one-a 'fiss BA.BER-whom we were
in the habit of visiting from time to time, some five or six-and-twenty
years ago. We never saw her out of her sick chamber but once. Her
illness was very protracted; but often have we been greatly refreshed
in our visits, and many a precious portion has been brought to the
heart and mind through her instrumentality. In our last visit, however, it would seem as though her mind was impressed with the belief
that we should never see each other again in the flesh. Hence, as if
fearful she had, at any previous visit, implied a doubt of the goodness
and mercy, as well as the divine all-sufficiency, of the Most High, she
said, with such a special stress as has never since been forgotten
upon our part, "GOD IS FAITHFUL." As much as to say, "That is my
final and dying testimony. If I have, in any way or at any time,
appeared to question the fact, the Lord pardon His servant for so
doing, and· let my last words testify to my thorough conviction that
He is faithful." This was the impression both her words and her
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manner conveyed to one's mind in that our last interview, and only a
day or two before she departed.
In like manner, in regard to a much more recent' case-that of ~he
late dear Mrs. ANDREws-and as if she were impressed with the lIke
idea that it was our last interview, she said, "If we never meet again
on earth, we shall have time," or words to that effect, "to talk over
these things above "-alluding to the divine loving-kindness and mercy
of which we had been made the partakers, and of which likewise we
had so repeatedly testified.
There is a feature-and a very striking one, too-in the foregoing
case, which we must not overlook. It is the departed one's so ardent
looking up to and seeking after the PeTson of ChTist. It waG not His
gifts simply, however precious, nor His people, however privileged and
blessed, but it was His own Itdorable Person. It was not the Thine
simply, but the Thee, the Thou, the Thyself. Oh, reader, there is all
the difference, trifling as at first sight it may appear. Do mark the
emphasis laid by the bride in the Canticles upon the Thou-" Tell me,
o Thou whom my soul loveth, where Thou feedest, where Thou makest
Thy flock to rest at noon: for why should I be as one that turneth
aside by the flocks of Thy companions 1" Again, mark the great I, in
Isaiah xliii. 25-" I, even I, am He that blotteth out thy transgressions
for Mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins." Oh, that "I,
even 1," is so blessed! The Lord seems thus to be anticipating the
wonder-the amazement and ast·)nishment-of His forgi\-en one. He
virtually says, therefore, "Yes, yes, I mean it. It is I - I who have done
it. 1, the great, the lofty One that inhabiteth eternity. It is I th~t
have done i~; I, the J ehovah of Hosts; I, the God of the who.e
earth."
Again, look at the so direct personal testimony and appeal-" Tlwu
art my Hiding-place; Thou shalt preserve mfl from trouble; Th01£ shalt
compass me about with songs of deliverance"; "Thou. hast led captivity
captive; Thou hast received gifts for men; yea, for the rebellious also,
that the Lord God might dwell among them"; "Thou shalt guide me
with Thy counsel, and afterwards receive me to glory."
Contemplate once more the great, the glorious, L " I will instruct
thee, and teach thee in the way that thou shalt go; and 1 will guide
thee with Mine eye." "I, even 1, am the Lord, and beside ille there
is no Saviour." "1 form the light, and create darkness; I make peace,
and create evil; I, the Lord, do all these things." "I, even 1, am
He that comforteth you: who art thou, that thou shouldest be afraid of
a man that shall die, and of the son of man, that shall be made as grass;
and forgettest the Lord thy Maker, that hath stretched forth the heavens,
and laid the foundations of the earth; and hast feared continually every
day, because of the fury of the oppressor, as if he were ready to destroy1
and where is the fury of the oppressor 1" "Therefore My people shall
know My name; therefore shall they know in that day that I am He
that doth speak; behold, it is I!"
Oh, that glorious I! Equally blessedly does it shine forth likewise in
New Testament Scriptures, calling attention so directly to His own
adorable Person. "I know that Messias cometh," said the woman of
Samaria to Jesus. "I that speak unto thee am He," saith He. "Vhat
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a revelation of Himself, and that to such a sinner! What an encouragement for poor and guilty and helpless sinners to betake themselves
to the same almighty and all-gracious One! Again, how memorable
His testimony to Martha-" I am the Resurrection and the Life j he that
believeth in Me, thoGgh he were dead, yet shall be live j and whosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall never die." Although, as the
eternal, immutable I AM, He was essentially this-" the Resurrection
and the Life "-yet, in a sense, He spoke thus prophetically and prospectively, ic.asmuch as He had yet Personally to die, and to rise again,
in proof and evidence that He was in very deed "the Resurrection
and the Life." But mark the contrast, after He had undergone all
that was involved and indispensable in His suretyship, substitutionary,
and sacrificial engagements. "And when I saw Him," said John, the
banished one at Patmos-and do consider His appearance when so seen.
N at as the" Man of Sorrows" now j not as "a root out of a dry ground,
without form or comeliness, that we should desire Him" j not as "the
carpenter's Son," the" despised Nazarene" j yet still, although so great,
so glorious, "like unto the Son of Man," retaining the human as well
as the divine.
Reader, pray turn to the remarkable description, as given in the
first chapter of the Revelation j and then mark what immediately
follows the testimony, "and His countenance was as the sun shineth in
his strength "-" And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. And
He laid His right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not j I am the
First and the Last j I am He that liveth, and was dead j and, behold,
I am alive for evermore, Amen j and have [not had merely, but
HAVE-in perpetual possession. And what does not this glorious fact
embraca 1 Who has the control of the keys but this almighty and
,all-conquering One 1 None can pass the gates of hell or of l1eath
without His permission and control. Oh, mark, reader, that great and
glorious fact!l and have the keys of hell and of death."
As the foregoing testimony ratifies and confirms, it was to this selfsame Jesus the departed one so earnestly, emphatically, perseveringly
appealed j and now he sees Him "no more as through a glass darkly,
but face to face." He has gone home, and into the immediate presence
of the King, whom he beholds in all His loveliness and beauty. He
has, moreover, joined" the general assembly and Church of the Firstborn, whose names are written in heaven," and unites with them in the
eternal and uninterrupted song, " Unto Him that loved us, and washed
us from our sins in His own blood, and hath made us kings and
priests unto God and His Father j to Him be glory and dominion for
.ever and ever. Amen."
THE EDITOR.
COMFORT.-" By whom shall I comfort thee 1" (Isa. li. 19.) "The
Lord hath anointed Me . . . . to comfort" (Isa. lxi. 1, 2), How does
He comfort 1 "As one whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort
you" (Isa. lxvi. 13). When does He comfort 1 In the past-" The
Lord hath comforted His people" (Isa. lii. 9). In the p?'esent-" I, even
I, am He that comforteth you" (Isa. li. 12). In the ftdure-" The Lord
~hall comfort Zion" (Isa. li. 3).
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(!i;orr.esponb.enn.
BROTHERLY ENCOURAGEMENT.
To the Editor of Zion's Witness.
My DEAR BROTHER IN CHRIST,-I deeply, deeply feel for· you, but I
feel sure that the Lord will never put you to confusion-no, never! He
will appear-He will make a way! You shall yet weep and praise, and
magnify and adore Him! Yea, you shall testify to the great and
glorious fact that "He hath done all things well"! You shall praise
Him, if possible, more for His withholdings than His bestowings-mure for
His refusals than His yieldings! His wisdom, His love, His mercy, His
goodness, will be your living and your dying theme. You shall strike
the key-note down here that you shall take up and sing eternally up there,
to the praise of the glory of His grace who hath made you "accepted
in the Beloved."
I grieve in common with you, dear brother, that I should so call in
question His continued love, mercy, kindness, and compassion, after an
He has been, and He has done, yea, and all that He has promised to
do, and that for so many, many years. I do say-and that unhesitatingly-that such distrust, such ingratitude, such forgetfulness, such
calling in question His future goodness and mercy, constitutes a sin and
transgression that stamps me as the vilest of sinners and the foul est
of rebels. Oh, His patience! His forbearance! His marvellous longsuffering!
Dear brother, I perfectly agree with you as to the heart-sins, the
thought-sins, the mental coT1'uption. Not acts or wo'rds that one's poor
fellow· sinners could lay hold of and turn to reproach, and shame, and
confusion, but those secret workings which are known only to the Great
Searcher of hearts. Oh, if Be were to betray-were He to exposedid He tell all-what, alas! alas! would be our shame, confu3ion, and
dismay 7 Yet, blessed be His dear name, He keeps it to Himself! He
bears with our manners in the wilderness! He pities with an infinitilde of Parental love-with the ten-thousandth·fold love of the tenderest
and most devoted of husbands! He yeams over His poor wayward
followers with a sympathy, a kindness, and a compassion, that stamp
Him in very deed as "a High Priest that can be touched with the
feeling of our infirmities," for " He was in all points tempted like as we
are, yet without sin."
And, dear brother, I feel just as you describe as to pain, and suffering, and the article of death. I can give you no adequate idea of what
I pass through in this respect; and this, moreoyer, after having been,
like yourself, apparently about to draw my last breath, and yet not a
fear-not the slightest anxiety or discomfort. Oh, it is such cruel unbelief, such desperate wickedness, to doubt, and fear, and call in question,
after all this! Oh, to go so far as to wish one had never been born!
Talk of sin and iniquity! ·What can equal such gross transgression, after
such a life-long scene of goodness, mercy, and love as one has realized
at His own gracious and merciful hands 7
Oh, brother, I often mentally exclaim, if ever I get to heaven, the
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whole redeemed family will pause and gaze, with adoring wonder and
amazement, as they contemplate such a trophy of victorious love, grace,
and mercy as I, of all men, should prove to be. These are my honest
convictions.
Yours ever affectionately in Christ,
Southsex, December 12th, 1888.
D. A. DOUDNEY.

SYMPATHY IN SUFFERING.
[The annexed letter from our much-beloved friend and old correspondent, Mr. GEORGE COWELL, will commend itself to our readers.
vVe trust that he and his dear partner will be laid upon the heart of
many a wrestler at the mercy-seat. "Is there anything too hard for
the Lord 1" May He make bare His arm at this time, and give
renewed cause for thanksgiving and praise.-En.]
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR AIm BELOVED BROTHE1~-I have been thinking much of
you, and have wanted long to write a few lines. We have been passing
through strange but no doubt wisely-ordered vicissitudes. Dear Mrs.
COWELL has been for some time past very poorly-not out of our home
since Christmas-and now we have ventured here for the trial of the
Bath waters, which we trust will bring relief. I am sure we shall have
your prayers at the throne of grace.
The other evening I was at Manchester, glVlllg a Gospel address,
after which so many of the dear people inquired kindly and affectionately about you.
Have just opened upon dear Mr. IRONS' "An Old Disciple," and it
seemed so to convey everything I wished to say to you, that I must
subjoin it. His hymns and writings are like "choice gold" in this
day of shams ;"AN OLD DISCIPLE."
(ACTS xxi. 16.)

" An old disciple" went with Paul,
And his companions too,
And in his house he lodged them all,
For he their Master knew.
" An old disciple" -is a name
Which all the saints revere;
He bears the cross, and scorns the
shame,
And shall in heaven appear.
" An old disciple" knows the wiles

Of Satan and the world;
He has withstood their frowns and
smiles,
And all the darts they've hurled.

"An old disciple" vie"Ws the
prize,
And longs to take his seat,
With glory sparkling in his eyes,
And earth beneath his feet.
" An old disciple" learns to live
By faith in Jesus' name;
His life will bright examples give,
And others catch the flame.
" An old disciple" daily "Waits
Till Jesus shall invi te ;
Then through heaven's wide expanding gates,
He speeds his joyful flight..

God abundantly bless you, dear brother. Mrs. HOBLYN and self were
talking about you yesterday. Our united love to Mrs. DOUDNEY and
yourself.
Ever yours, in best bonds,
Bath, March 1st, 1889.
GEORGE COWELL.
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TIDINGS FROM AFAR.
To the Editor of the Gospel 111a.gazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-I received your letter, dated January 19th, but
have been prevented from writing to you, having had the rheumatism
in my arms badly. I was very glad to hear from you. Your letters
are encouraging, and I find I am not alone in "he trials which oppress
me in the dark path I am walking in. Yet the Lord remains the
same, notwithstanding all my unbelief and sin.
Dear brother, I sometimes have a reviving in my bondage, but most
<If the time walking in darkness. When I awake at night from a few
hours' sleep, I feel very desolate, and cry to the Lord to show me
wherefore He hideth His face from me; yet I am still deprived of
the comfort and consolation I so greatly desire-my soul so barren,
and my mind so carnal. I long to come forth from the bondage in
which I am held. In one of my sinking and almost despairing spells,
I got this prp,cious promise -" Thou shalt yet bring forth fruit in old
age: thou shalt be fat and flourishing." The Lord tries all the faith
He gives, and the trial of faith is "more precious than that of gold
which perisheth, though it be tried with fire, that it might appear to
the praise, honour, and glory of God."
Zion is low in a low place, but she cannot remain there one hour
longer than God, in His infinite wisdom, hath appointed. Let us pray
for her deliverance, for God is still the same-a prayer-hearing and a
prayer-answering God. Our trials are all needful, and we need much
grace to submit all things to God's righteous will and government.
H<lw often I feel a strong desire to be established in the fac tha God
cannot err in His dealings with me-that, in His everlasting lo,e, He
aIJpointed them all, and therefore all must work for our good, for
"God is love," and His love hath appointed the path of tribulation for
us to walk in, to bring forth the precious fruits of His wisdom, 10Ye, and
care. They are all wioely ordered, timely fixed, and graciously suited
to heal the diseases of our souls, and bring health and a cure in the
most apparent hopelessness. And yet, knowing all this, how ungrateful-how unmindful I am of the Lord's watchful care and determination
to make all-yea, every ache, and pain, and sore, that cause our
distress-to work for our good. N one of His labours of love can fail
,to bring forth His gracious purposes of love towards us.
"Oh, to know and love Him more,
And His most wondTous grace explore;
To count all else but dung and dross,
And glory only in His cross."
May we be thus crucified to the world, and the world unto us.
God cannot forsake the work of His own hands. Whom He loveth, He
loveth unto the end. "All is of grace "-free, sovereign, unmerited
grace-" from first to last; the deed was done, the pardon past," and
everlasting glory in the full enjoyment of it shall fill our souls with
joy and rejoicing, in the presence of our glorified Redeemer, whom we
shall see as He is, and be for ever like Him, without a spot or stain of
those sins which now, to our great discomfort, cling to our mortal
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bodies. The Lord grant that we may be filled with peace in faith's
view of the great and glorious change which we shall soon enter upon,
and then bid adieu to sin and guilt for ever, and join the blessed multitude in singing loud praises to Him who washed us from our sins in
His own blood, and made us His for ever.
May we, in contemplation of our future glory, submit to all God's
Yours in the love of Jesus,
will, whatever it be.
Backensack, Februm'Y 9th, 1889.
LOUIS1\. MOORE.
REPLY.

It is at such times-those "sinking and almost de~pairing spells,"
of which our sister speaks-that the Lord is pleased to drop His
precious vVord into the heart, and then the contrast is the greater,
and the application the more timely and precious. "I was brought
low," said the Psalmist, "and He helperl me." ~ ow, that help could
by no means have been nearly so welcome, nor so sweet and opportune, but for the preparatory process-the "bringing down" ordeal.
vVe never value he.alth as when we have been sick. Increase of strength
is estimated in proportion to the previously felt weakr.;ess; and when
is the boon of sleep so acknowledged as when our rest has been
broken 1 Then it is we discover how dependent we are upon t1e
Lord for what we had been too apt to take for granted, and consequently to think so little of.
With respect to that precious portion to which you refer, and which
was applied in so timely and acceptable a way, namely, "They shall
still bring forth fruit in old age," &c., we often plead before the
Lord, especially in the wakefulness of the night, that very passage
of His precious Woro. Moreover, we venture to remind Him of the
ground upon which His declared end and purpose is to be obtained,
that is, "to show that the Lord is upright, and that there is no
unrighteousness in Him." Now, what is the basis upon which this
great result rests 1 It is a great result, inasmuch as the Lord is
jealous of His name and fame. He has declared again and again that
Redoes this and that for His Ohurch and people for His own name's sc,ke.
The foundation, then, upon which this superstructure of the character
of Jehovah rests is His own declaration, "They shall still bring forth
fruit in old age." Mark the "shall." It clearly rests with Himself.
It depends upon Himself. The turning-point is Himself. Let us couple
with it the gracious declaration, "FrL)lli Me is thy fruit found." Yes,
it is " of Him, and through Him, and to Him are all things "; hence, to
Him, and Him alone, "be the glory."
Ah! sister, how sweet and how blessed it is when in our meditatations we can get here! To contemplate Him-to consider how much
He ha'> at stake! To feel how mighty the issues! IVhat is involved _
in His covenant" I will" and "They shall "-" I will be their God,
and they shall be My people." Oh, how blessed it is when, by the
Holy Ghost, we are enabled to examine the trust· deeds of our most
holy faith, and our right and title therein, as again and again, in bygone days, shown us, and that by the Lord Himself! Personally, we are
compelled thus to review and recall, and then, as a blessed consequence',
to remind the Lord of what He has said, what He has done-aye, and

s
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what He has promised to do. "And Thou saidst-,I will surely do thee
good." Yea, and to remind the Lord, at the same time, that although
we might be comparatively in the dark as to what we hacl been, and still
more so as to what we should be, yet such was not the case with Him.
All that He did, and all that He promised to do, was in full view of
all that we sM'llcl be, as well as all that we had been. He could not
be enlightened; He could by no means be rendered wiser. There was
no deceiving, no disappointing Him. "I knew," said He, "that thou
wouldest deal very treacherously, and wast called a transgressor from the
womb." Now, personally, this commonly forms our ground of plea and
argument with the Lord. To take lower ground-to imagine for a
moment that the Lord was dpceived in regard to our after-course, in
thought, word, or deed-would be, as far as in us lies, to ~mdeify Him.
Hence the fulness and the freeness of grace that He should deal with
us in" tlie absolute foreview of all we should ever be, or do, as the
vilest, the most thankless and unworthy of the human race. Ah!
yes" He saw us ruined in the fall,
Yet loved us notwithstanding all."
Upon this footing comes forth that glorious testimony, "Oh, the
depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how
unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past finding out!"
THE EDITOR.

BROTHERLY CO~GRA.T LATIOXS.
To the Editor of the Gospel [agazi"ne.
My DEAR FRIEND AND BROTHER IN CHRISl',-To-morrow you will
have completed your seventy-eighth year, and I am unwilling to let it
pass without offering you my congratulations on the occasion, and may
the Lord help me to send you "a word in season."
I thank you for your "comments" in the GOSPEL llG~I:\E on
mine, and I rejoice to think that we are in fellowship one with
another in the pathway and footsteps of the flock, and the more so do
I feel glad as we are both very near the end of our pilgrimage. I
know not how it may be with you now, but He does. I find it is
only by grace that He makes the spirit willing to learn by uffering.
For everything there is a needs-be, and the best of God's dear children
are often in heaviness. "When we consider how much He loves them,
we must take it for granted that there is a needs-be for all our sufferings. He could, if so disposed, for it would be equally easy for
Him to make our whole life here, from the hour of conversion to
death, a continuous course of satisfaction and comfort, without anything
to distress us from within or without. But as He was, so are we in
this world. The believer must not only expect to be like his Lord,
but would be ashamed were it otherwise.
"Shall guilty man complain?
Shall sinful dust repine?
And what is all our ~ ain ?
How light, compared with Thine!"

1 he Gospel .Magazine.

251

Flesh, I know, likes ease; but as the Master was" a Man of Sorrows,
and acquainted with grief," the servant to be always happy and full
of comfort is not to be expected.
How much better, my dear brother, to be called to the honour of
filling up the measure of His sufferings! If these remarks were not
true in your experience, the readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE would
not have received the testimony they have from your pen.
The wrath which was in the cup He drank quite up, but He left us a
little affliction to taste. How could we, without suffering, manifest the
Dature and truth of Gospel grace 1 If we had nothing to try us, what
place would there be for the exercise of those gifts, such as patience,
submission, and forbearance towar.ls others 1 And like the Israelites
of old, had they enjoyed their former peace and prosperity, they would
hardlv have listened to Moses. But the Lord suffered them to be
brought into trouble and bondage, so tlht news of deliverance was the
more welcome. And so the Lord sends afflictions, one after another,
to quicken our desires, and to convince us that this is not our rest.
It is but natural to us to wish and to plan, and it is merciful in the
Lord to disappoint our plans. 'lV'e are safer, and more happy, as in
proportion that He weans us from our wills, and thus made simply
desirous of being directed by His guidance. How many of the lessons
I have learnt, and how often has His Word been enlightened, while in
the s::hool of disappointment! The schemes we furm look so plausible
and convenient that, when broken, we say, "What a pity! "-even try
again, until at length time, experience, and observation begin to convince us that we are not, after all, able to choose aright. Is it not
so 1 Then His Word appears, and directs us to cast all our cares
on Him and His promise. Then His plan in our favour gradually
opens, and we live to prove that He does better for us than we could
either ask or think. Can we not say by experience that many, if not
all, our plans would have been ruined if they had taken place as we
proposed they should 1 And they would have deprived us of all the
greater good the Lord had designed for us. We judge so much by
appearance, but the Lord sees them in their consequences. If we could
do and see as He does, we should be perfectly of His mind; but
as we cannot, it is our mercy to know that He will manage it for
us, and, as dear Mr. COWELL truly says, "Lpave it all to Me." And
is it not a heavy calamity indeed, when He gives any person or
people up to the way of their own hearts, and to walk afoer t!leir
own counsel 1 A blind person, being led, would scarcely dispute every
step that he was led. If so, the leader would very probably leave him
to find his way as best he could. But our gracious God is longsuffering. He bears with us, yet He tabs methods to shame and
humble us, and bring us to the confession that He is wiser than we.
And if He breaks our wills, our disappointments will be the less.
The light of His countenance is better than life.
How long you and I, my dear brother, may live, is immaterial; but
it is highly expedient that, whilst we do live, we may live to Him. May
His Spirit guide us, and grant us wisdom to improve every opportunity
for the good of Qur fellow-creatures, and the glory of His great name.
May the Lord help us to say, "Thy will be done," and so resigned to
S 2
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all that will, and thus say, "What Thou wilt, when Thou wilt, and how
Thou wilt."
I have said nothing about the future, with regard to yourself al1d the
flock at Bedminster, but what I have written is in the way you desire
to be led, and will, accordingly, be so understood. His promises of
guidance and support still stand, fur He is a faithful PromiseI'.
Through those dear promises I range,
And, blessed be His name,
Though I, a feeble mortal, change,
His love is still the same."
May the covenant God of Israel bless you and yours with an increase of every good word and work, is the earnest prayer and desire
of
Yours affectionately in the Lord,
Lee, March 7th, 1889.
GEORGE A. NORTH OVER.
H

REPLY.

1. We thank our dear brother for his kindly congratulations, and
rejoice with him in the fellowship of which he speaks. It is no smaH
mercy, especially in the peculiar times which have lighted upon us, t(}
see eye to eye in the great truths of the Gospel, and to be willing t(}
waive little petty differences of opinion, or modes or habits of worship,
where the grand essentials of truth are held and maintained. There
must be tiny distinctions whilst we are as we are and where we are.
Hence, in order that at least a meaS\l!'e of fellowship and holy communion may be realized, there must be a willingness-yea, and a resolve
likewise-to differ and agree to differ, where, as before remarked, the
essentials of truth are personally and experimentally known and becomingly esteemed and defended. To fall out with brethren upon
minor points-to indulge in " strife about straws "-or to cry, "I am of
Paul," and "I of Apollos "-in days when the great enemy is taking
advantage, and "coming in like a flood," is indeed a sad sign of the.
times, and of which, as professed brethren in the Lord, upon the
esseI\tials aforenamed, we may well beware, and from which pray to be
preserved.
Personally, dear brother, how we exult in that precious testimony of
the Apostle-" There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called
in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God
and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all"
(Eph. iv. 4-6); and how, upon these very grounds, and coupled likewise with the" diversity of gifts," he urges that, "with all lowliness
and meekness, with long-suffering, forbearing one another in love," there
should be the" endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace." Oh, were there but more of this tone of heart and
mind in operation, what different results would follow! Instead of which,
the enemy hath sown the seeds of discord among the brethren, causing
a severance and a disunion of which the world is but too cognizant;
and, instead of "See how these Christians love one another!" the
reproachful cry is, "Mark how they quarrel! See how they divide r
Where is the love of which they make so proud a boast 1"
2. For that suffering, dear brother, of which you speak, we are equally
sure with you that there is an absolute and indispensable need. How
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weighty are the Apostle's words-" Unto you it is given [mark, it is a
SUFFER for His sake."
In sanctified suffering, there is a something so sacred and salutary. It
is the suffering ones that are the savoul'Y ones; that is, when the Holy
Ghost has so brought down their hearts with labour, and by means of
suffering, their testimony, in consequence, is, "Shall we receive good at
the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil 1 . . . The Lord gave, and
'the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord." Moreover, how could we have, even in the smallest measure or degree,
.. fellowship with the sufferings" of the "Man of Sorrows," and He
who was Personally "acquainted with grief "-yea, and who Himself
was "made perfect through suffering "-if so be we had not at least the
merest sip or taste of" that cup"-that bitter cup-which His Father
gave Him to drink-the cup of damnation, in order that we might
eternally drink of the cup of salvation 1 It is this tiny measure of
participation that so endears Gethsemane and Calvary, And with
respect to the path of suffering allotted to every traveller towards Zion,
well might the poet exdaim-

gift] on behalf of Christ, not only to believe, but to

" Would you be translated to the skies
On flowery beds of ease,
Whilst others fought to win the prize,
And sailed through bloody seas?
"Shall Simon bear the cross alone,
And all the rest go free?
Nay; there's a cross for everyone,
And there is one for thee."
3, You say, dear brother, "The Lord sends affiictions one after
another, to quicken our desires, and to convince us that this is not
(lur rest." And is it not strange that, after all the teaching-all the
numberless lessons which the Lord, for so many, many years, has set
before some of us, at least--there should be such loitering and lingering
-such clinging to the creature and to creature-things-such

" groTelling here below,
Fond of these trifling toys,"
as that
"Our souls can neither fly nor go
To reach eternal joys"?
Oh, brother, brother, how little personally did we foresee this forty,
fifty, sixty years ago! It, makes us. personally ashamed of ourselvesyea, to "loathe ourselves, and repent in dust and ashes." At the same
time, does it not give us a fuller and a clearer and more comprehensive
insight into the freenes3, and the completeness, and the blessedness, of
rich and sovereign GRACE 1 Ah! brother, did we ever sing so heartily
as now"Oh, to grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrained to be"?
4. Ah ! yes, in all the fulness of our heart we can respond to your
atatement--" Can we not say by experience that many, if not all, our
plans would have been ruined, if they had taken place as we proposed
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they should ~ " It was but yesterday we passed a spot, which we have
often done lately, and thought, " Ah! had the Lord yielded to my so
ardent desires-yea, to my whims and fancies-about that identical
·place, certain ruin must have been the consequence, and that to all
intents and purposes." Plausible and desirable as, at the time and
under the circumstances, it appeared, defeat and destruction must have
ensued! And yet, alas! alas! how cruel were OU)' thoughts at the
time about the Lord's dealings! They seemed, to our poor little selfish
mind, so vexatious-so mortifying-so tantalizing-so uncalled-for. The
rebellion that took possession of us, upon the Lord's refusal to comply
with our so ardent wishes, is fresh in our recollection to this day,
although well.nigh sixty years have since passed away. How, then, can
such a rebellious and self.willed one but admire, and adore, and testify
of the patience, the forbearance, the long-suffering of such a God I
such a Father! such a Friend 1 That mighty-that all-gracious-that
forgiving One, who, in spite of all one's ill-and-hell-deservings, has
borne with one's manners in the wilderness, and led us on and on to
the present day 1 Ah! if poor sinners did but know Him-if they
were to tax His love, and His goodness, and His mercy, as we have
taxed it-to what a very different conclusion would they come, both
ItS to His character and His conduct towards men-poor, helpless, vile
sinners as one and all of us are, both by nature and practice.
5. Ah! yes, would that we could" Leave it all to },[e!" as our dear
friend and brother, "G. C.," says. In our perplexity, and anxiety, and
suspense, as to our little future movements, how often we think of
what we felt upon one occasion, when visiting our Ragged School. At
the moment of our entering the school, the dear children were singing"Trusting as the moments fly;
Trusting ;1S the days go by;
Trusting Him whate'er befall;
Trusting Jesus, that is alL"

Oh, what a power there was attending that precious song, more
especially when we considered who it was sung by, and under what
circumstances; those poor little dependent ones, most sparingly and
imperfectly clothed; some without shoes to their feet, and most poorly
fed, and perhaps with only a single room for a whole family, and yet
singing as with one heart and one soul, in sweetest melody, and without seemingly an anxious thought or care, "Trusting Jesus, that is alL"
We can scarcely restrain the tears as we record the facts, as presented
upon that memorable morning; and as we looked round upon that company of poor little children, we said within ourselves," Oh, if these
poor little ones, in their childlike simplicity, can thus 'trust, and not
be afraid '-leaving anxious thoughts and weight and care to others
-how much greater reason have I to leave all with Him who says,
'Roll thy burden on the Lord, and He shall sustain thee'; (Casting
all your care upon Him, for He careth for you' 1" What lessons,
dear. brother, may we thus learn through the instrumentality of dear
children.
6. You kindly touch upon our future. With respect to it we are
perfectly in the dark. We know not the Lord's mind, nor have we the
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least conception as to whether our privileged pulpit labours will ever
be resumed. vVe cannot but reproach ourselves (as expressed at. page
22D) in that we did not more duly estimate the so distinguishing
mercy whilst yet it was granted us. \Ve sigh for some of those blessed
seasons with which we were occasionally indulged, when ministering in
His great and glorious name. The privilege is such, we unhesitatingly
affirm, as to outvie all and everything this poor world can afford. To
stand before a congregation and testify to the condescension, the goodness, the mercy, the love, the forbearance, the faithfulness, the allsufficiency of a covenant God in Christ, to and for poor sinners like
our3elves, we believe to be the highest privilege, the most distinguishing favour, the greatest gift the Lord Jehovah can bestow, next to the
personal bestowment of pardon and peace-yea, His great and gracious
salvation.
THE EDITOR.

"CAST ME NOT AWAY."
(PS.ll.~

H. 11.)

OH, Love Divine, touch Thou a bleeding heart

With Thine own blood, and heal its open wouud!
None save Thyself can tell its poignant smart,
When nought but death and hell, through sin, abound.
Blot out, blot oilt its crimson stains, and say"I thy salvation am-thy pardon sure!"
The life with grief now ebbing fast away
Shall yet revive, beneath Thy gracious cure.
Purge through and through till, cleansed from every blot,
The prostrate penitent shall rise to life anew;
Thy loving-kindness. Saviour, changes not;
Thus" it is written "-say, is it not true?
Let not a life redeemed with Thy own blood
Become the prey of Satan and of sin;
Do not disown the claim-" My Lord! My God!"
For Thou art still what Thou hast e,er been.
Back from the borders of the gaping pit
Bring yet again the guilty by Thy grace,
To tell it to the perishing, and it
Shall be recorded to Thine endless praise.
Come, ye who thus before the blood-stained throne
Now weeping sue, in Jesus' precions name;
Think not that He will once thy cry disown,
Or bid thee perish in thy sin and shame.
His grace that broke thy thirst and love of sin,
And bowed thee at His feet to tell thy grief,
With open heart receives each suppliant in,
To bind the wound, and give thee sweet relief.
Not willing thou shouldst sink to rise no more,
He lives to save, and gracious waits to be;
Salvation's joys He will in love restore,
And speak thy pardon, sovereign, full, and free.

E.M.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR DOUDNEY,-Myself and sons wished you many happy
returns of your seventy-eighth birthday, and we sincerely hope that our
Heavenly Father will spare you a few years more.
A correspondent writes me-" I am always interested in Dr. DOUDXEY'S
space allotted to yl)U in his GOSPEL MAGAZr:c'E. Although myself a
Dissenter, yet I feel immense union to him and Mr. COWELL."
On the first of April, my precious husband will have enjoyed twelve
months of eternal bliss, and we know that
" Christ will gather in His own
" Day by day the voice saith, •Come,
To the place where He is gone;
Enter thine eternal home' ;
Asking not if we can spare
Where their heart and treasure lie;
This dear soul it snmmons there.
Where our life is hid on high.
"Had He asked us, well we know
We should cry•• Oh, spare this blow!'
Yes; with streaming tears should pray.
'Lord, we love him -let him stay!'"
FRO;)! A BARRACK-RoOM.
"DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-Pray forgive my past neglect in not letting
JOu occasionally hear from me about the books you so kindly remember
me by sending month by month. I received the card you sent me. I
am not a good beggar; but nevertheless, for the sake of the good I
have, from time to time, recei\'ed from the readiug of these Godglorifying books, I think the least I should do, in grateful remembrance
of your now blessed husband, up in glory-land, and for all the kindness shown me and my house (soldiers) by all who send these books,
is to send an annual subscription 'to the Mission.
"You will be glad to hear that I have started a Bible Class, twice a
week, in my private quarters, on Thursdays and Sundays, at eight p.m.
Five came last Sunday; one was going out to foreign parts. I gave
them each a GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and other books received from your
Mission. I hope kind Christian friends will hold us up in prayer to
God to give us, myself and wife, wisdom to do all this in the name of
Jesus and His glory alone, and then we are sure to sllcceed. ,Ve
do not want allY of the modern exciting meetings. 'Ve simply want
those to know the Lord has purposed to bless- to come, eat, and drink,
and be merry in the good old wine of the Gospel of the grace of God.
We have a nice piano at home to help our singing.
"Last Sunday I spoke to my comrades from John vi. -15-' All taught
of God,' telling my comrades this is what each one of us needs, to become
true Christians. We need to be 'taught of God,' and then, when we
are thus taught, we are sure to come to Jesus, and trust in Him alone
for salvation.
« Tell Dr. DOUDNEY the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, I verily believe, has been,
under God, the chief means of establishing us in the faith. We have
been led, under many adverse circumstances, not to trust in our hearts,
nor any human prop; but, as the hymn beautifully puts it-' All the
way long it is Jesus!' May God richly bless Dr. DOUDNEY, when he
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is laid aside, by giving him much of the gift of His Spirit, so that now
he may be blessed to others, and his own soul a hundred-fold more.
God bless all who think of our spiritual welfare, for Jesus' sake. May
the Lord richly bless you also. Amen.
" Yours respectfully,
"
"

----.

FROThf ONE WHO WORKS AThIONG SAILORS.
"DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-With heartfelt gratitude I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your parcel.
"On Friday I am losing a number of my acquaintances. Their ship's
companies are proceeding to China on H.M.S. - - . If you could but
see how readily, and with what pleasure, the men accept the books,
magazines, &c., for use on the voyage, and to know the many heartfelt
prayers offered up for God's blessing upon your labours, I am sure it
would afford you much joy. My earnest prayer is, that we may become
increasingly more useful in the Lord's vineyard.
"I like Dr. DOUDNEY'S work;; very much. They are plain, but full
of spiritual teaching-just the books for our men."
FROM IRELA...'\D.
"DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-I think you will be pleased to hear I had a
letter from a sergeant this morning, thanking me for 50me of your books
I had sent him. He was greatly pleased with the GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
and Mr. COWELL'S 'Wayside Notes.' He said he had got a great
blessing from reading them, and he and some other Christian soldiers
hope to go about for a time holding Gospel meetings. I am very much
obliged to you for sending the parcel so regularly. It is a great help
to me. I trust the Lord will abundantly bless you.
" Yours in the Master's service,
" ----. "
FRO::\I A DOCKYARD.
"DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-Once more I have to thank you for your
thoughtful kindness and help, in sending such an a'cceptable box of
reading for the sailors. During the past week I have been cheered
and encouraged by the receipt of letters, from New York and Dundee
respectively, "bearing testimony to the power of the printed ,Vord, and
am just sending off to France, in reply to a letter from a sailor, who
gratefully acknowledges God's dealin·gs with him, through the instrumentality of our efforts. How gracious I)f our God to permit us to
have a share in the glorious work of making known Ris love-we who
have no merit, and who, but for His wonderful grace, should have still
been in the gall of bitterness and the bonds of iniquity.
Humanly
speaking, we have much to cause anxiety; but our strength is in Him
who cared for us in our unconscious infancy, and who recorded our
names in His book of life while a, yet we had not any being.
May you and I never lose sight of Him.
Praise the Lord, He will
never lose sight of us; but we may, if we look away, walk in darkness,
with all its doubts and sorrows. Let us humbly, but truthfully, walk in
the light, then our joy shall be full."
I remain, dear Dr. DOUDNEY, yours in Gospel bonds,
A. E. BRIDER.
Old Gaol Mission Hall, Salisbury, lllarch 11th, lR89.
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PERPLEXED PATHS.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEy,-I have been this morning reading your
" Family Portion" for February, and it has been such a help to me that
I thought I must write and tell you how well you describe the various
exercise~ of a child of God respecting his many doubts and fears. It
·all fits m so exactly as I have long felt it to be, namely, that we cannot command faith, and when we have it, cannot keep it.
I was this morning sighing and crying to the Lord, amid all my
darkness and distress of mind, thinking surely I was, and had been,
deceived, and that I had" neither part nor lot in the matter," and had
never had a right beginning; and, worse than all, so dead, and careless,
and unconcerned that I could hardly find a desire in my heart that the
Lord would raise me up again. I seemed as though I had no religion,
and as I was walking along, and musing over my sad state and condition, this came to my mind, and I squeezed out a little petition to
the Lord that He would give me a desire to desire Him. So prayerless and deathly have I been. I could so enter into your experience
about knee prayers. I think I mostly pray when I am walking about
the streets, or engaged in my lawful calling, but this does not seem to
satisfy me. I feel to want to have a set time and form, and to be
able to put words together to form a respectable sort of speech. But
not so-it seems npon only very rare occasions. Generally ic is in
broken sighs, groans, and tears-CC Lord, help me! God bless me,
teach me, lead me, and show me what to do! Teach me how to pray,
and what and how to pray for! Tell me if I am Thine. ' Sa)' unto my
soul, I am thy salvation.' 'I will be with thee.'''
Now, when I see you are the subject of all these things, and after
so many years, it sprang up in my heart so sweetly, and before I was
aware, I found IPyself mentally singing"His love in times past forbids me to think
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink;
Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review
Confirms His good pleasure to help me quite through."
Love sprang up to the Lord, and His people and His dealings too, for
sure I am that it shall be well with them that fear the Lord. in spite
of all the many temptations I have passed through-and one is, that I
may have a comfortable hope, and die in full assurance of heaven,
through the merits of Jesus, and yet the devil will snatch my soul
away after all. Oh, the wretchedness this has caused me in some of
my dark times! But when in my right mind, I no more believe it
than I do that the devil himself will be in heaven.
I am in great straits-hated by my own flesh and blood, in my own
house, for the truth's sake, and have been crying for seven years for
deliverance, but it does not come; and the dreadful places I have fallen
into at times-to believe religion is all a myth, and that there is neither
God nor devil.
It is very strange to see in your writings these words that were given
to you on that particular night, "I will bring the blind," &c., I hope
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were given to me soon after my setting out. And how many times I
have questioned the reality of it, whether it was from the Lord, and
some other Scriptures-so much so, that I have thought deliverance has
been at hand, and have looked for it hourly to be fulfilled. But alas!
alas! But these little "sips by the way" caase a "Who can tell but
the Lord will be gracious at the noise of my groaning, and come down
and deliver me 7" Yet I desire of Him patience and resignation to His
holy will. I have been brought more than once, I trust, to bless His
name for the very fire He has called me to pass through so far.
May you, dear sir, be supported and brought through to the end,
crying, "Victory, victory, through the blood of the Lamb!"
Here I must close for the present j you may, perhaps, hear from me
again. I sent you a few lines about fifteen months ago. I looked for
some mention of them in the Magazine for many months, but saw
none, so concluded that you had either forgotten them, or that they
never reached you. They were upon the article you wrote, "Possession or Profession-\Yhich 1" which wa.s the means of lifting me out of
a then "horrible pit."
I am being disturbed, so no more. You do not know the difficulty
I am writing this in.
Yours most affectionately, for the truth's sake,
Sussex,Februa1'y 21st, 1889.
A PILGRIlII ZIONWARD.
REPLY.

Just before reading the foregoing, the annexed lines were uppermost
upon the mind"It is decreed that most should walk
The darkest paths alone";
and"That traveller walks the safest path
Who seldom sees his way."
This was followed by, "I will bring the blind by a way that they knew
not j I will lead them in paths that they have not known: I will
make darkness light before them, and crooked things straight. These
things will I do unto them, and not forsake them."
Now, with respect to the first couplet just quoted, we believe it to be
true. And why is it so decreed 1 In order that they should not look
to the creature, nor lean upon an arm of flesh. Where is the child of
God who has not, sooner or later, discovered his proneness to "make
flesh his arm" 1 How natural is it with us all to consult the creature
-to seek counsel and aid from our poor, short-sighted fellow-men ~
And into what byeways and perplexed paths have we been instrumentally led thereby j whereas, on the contrary, when our course has been
such that, from very necessity, we have been compelled to "cease from
man," and to look to, and lean only upon, the Lord-unable, it may be,
to see a hand's-breadth before us-how safe has been that course, and how
marvellous the openings, as little by little developed, insomuch that we
have been compelled to exclaim, "This is the Lord's doings, and it is
marvellous in our eyes!"
Ah! dear. unknown one, how have these facts been, as it were, burnt
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into us during the last three-score years and upwards; so that, in
looking back, we are amazed and astounded in the review, and can but
wonder, admire, and adore our God of patience, forbearance, and long·
suffering. We are compelled, moreover, to testify that the longer we
live, the more astonished we are in the contemplation of the character
of our God in covenant as a Father-a Friend-a "Brother born for
adversity." It is upon these grounds that Jesus becomes increasingly
precious, as we discover fresh tokens and renewed proofs of the fulfilment of His word-" These things will I do unto them, and not
forsake them."
Again, mark the words"That traveller walks the safest path
Who seldom sees his way."
We believe it. The dark and doubtful path leads to self·distrust, and
to a corresponding looking out of self, and off and away from the
creature. When does the child cling so closely to t.he parent as when
the pathway is rough, strange, or dark ~ Scores, if not hundreds, of
times have we thought of an exclamation, when crossing a certain narrow
bridge hard by a deep dock-" Are you there, father ~ " " Ah! "
thought we, "that's the question! 'Are You there, Father ~ '" However dark or dangerous the path, is Father there ~ That's the point.
Of how little consequence what the way, where the way, or tchaleve1'
the difficulties, is Father there! That's the all-important que3tion.
" Oheerful where'er Thy hand shall lead,
The darkest pa hs I'll tread;
.And joyful leave these mortal shores
To mingle with the dead."
Then, again, mark the promise, "I will bring the blind by a way that
they knew not," &c. Now, who can see less, or knO!(' or [eel less, as to
light or foresight upon a path, than the blind 1 Is it not in very deed
step by step-just one at a time-creeping, clinging, feeling the wayso timidly-so trustingly-with such dependence-such a total absence
of self-confidence or fleshly reliance, as far as the creature itself was concerned 1 And yet how rarely do these poor blind and dependent ones
get into trouble! As far as memory serves, we never remember a single
instance in which, in this respect, we have ever seen a poor blind
fellow-creature in trouble. Always helped-always safe-and, we had
nearly said, always cheerful. At any rate, we may go so far as to say,
a vast amount of contentment has fallen to their lot, notwithstanding
their being deprived of sight, the more especially whenever and wherever
they have been occupied.
But then to think, in the higher and the spiritual sense, of such a
Leader! " I will bring the blind by a way that they knew not; I
will lead them in paths that they have not known."
Then there are
to be fresh discoveries-new revelations-signs, tokens, evidences of
continned favour and good-will. Withal, be it ours ever to remember
that "we are called to walk by faith, Lot by sight," and that "what
we know not now, we shall know hereafter."
THE EDITOR.
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ACCIDENTS, SO-CALLED.
\-VE are such poor thoughtless, thankless creatures that we often think we
have, in some way or other, to be roused from that callous, lifeless conditioN. in which we for most purt "live, and move, and have our being,"
taking for granted that things will go on as usual-quite as a matter
of course--and thus overlooking the great fact of our momentary and
absolute need of divine protection, guardianship, and support.
We have thought of late very much of Mr. SPURGEON'S fall; and he
being so public a man, and the knowledge of his accident having
become of such world-wide notoriety, we pray God that it may be instrumental in awakening men's minds to a deeper sense of their so continuous and uninterrupted need of the Lord's guidance and keeping.
How rife are the papers, from time to time, in publishing the fatalities
which are of such frequent occurrence, and commonly, too, from the
simplest and least thought of or suspected causes!
Mr. SPURGEON, it seems, was simply descending a stone staircase,
after attending a meeting at Mentone. The stick upon which he was
leaning slipping upon the polished stones, he fell, and "great indeed
might have been that fall."
Mr. SPURGEO~ himself thus speaks of it:Here is a man who knocked out his teeth, and yet did not cut his flesh,
and turned over twice so completely as to put his money into his boots.
Something of the comic attends solemnity when I am in the midst of it.
I have not lost a grain of peace or even of joy, Yet I pity a dog that
has felt as much in all his four legs as I have had in one.
Again he writes:1\'!y injuries are far greater than I supposed. It will take 'some time
before foot, mouth, head, and nerves can be right again. What a mercy
that I was not smashed quite up! The angels did their work well, for
another stone would have brought me to mine end. Through what a
stupor I have passed! Yet in a day or two I shall be none the worse. I
am overcome with gratitude. May I be spared to keep my own footing
to the end, and let the down-graders knoT\' how terrible is a fall from
the high places of the Lord's truth!
Further, Mr.

SPURGEO~

says:-

It may be some time before this lameness mll allow me to T\'alk.

I do
not think anyone could have formed an estimate of the injw-y I had
sustained; but in these few days I have been favoured of God very greatly,
and I can invite my dear people to rejoice with me in His restoring
hand. I have been shaken terribly, but not in my faith, nor even in my
power to see a bright spot on a black cloud.
Again he writes:This morning I feel as if within sight of harbour. I ca=ot yet walk,
nor could I even stand for five minutes, but there is every sign that the
knee is gathering strength and recovering from its injuries. As soon as
I can stand through a sermon, and walk without pain, I will take it as
my order home.
One can readily understand the feeling of thankfulness and gratitude
with which Mr. SPURGEO~ once again met his vast congregation. It
will be well, however, both for them, and men in general, to thihk of
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t he very simple cause which might have led to a fatal issue.
Considering the nature of his fall, and where it happened, his escape was marvellous, and can only be wholly ascribed to the Lord's great tenderness
and mercy. May the Most High, of His goodness, grant that an occurrence which has been so widely made known, may be instrumental in
leading to a wide-spread and becoming reflection upon the Lord's
marvellous mercy as a Protector and Preserver.
Does it not behove one and all to look back and contemplate the
many hair-breadth escapes which have been realized in the pathway of
life ~ Who has been the Upholder, Sustainer, Protector. but the Lord
Himself ~ Mr. SPURGEON'S case has led one personally to reflect on
one's own little history, and has led instrumentally to the calling up to
remembrance one and another and another interposition. the which one
has seen, but what about the ten thousand times ten thousand deli\'erances of which OUIl has had no knowledge or consciousness? vVe look at the
spot, when occasionally passing near it, where, from a much more simple
cause than Mr. SPURGEoN's-the merely taking a single step-the ankle
and three toes were displaced. We were brought thereby to death's door,
and for weeks walked upon crutches. Alas! alas! one then thought,
whilst envying the humblest individual who had the use of his limbs,
" Oh, if ever permitted to walk again, how great will be my gratitude,
and how vivid the recollection of my present position!" But, alas!
where is the gratitude ~ Where the thankfulness and the increased sense
of dependence ~ Ah! where indeed 1 Oh, how little do we think of
that watchful eye and that Fatherly care which are so constantly exercised
towards us! 'What a f~int conception have we of the dangers by which
we are so continuously encompassed! Even since we commenced this
article, we personally had a most narrow escape from at least a broken
limb, if not something worse, by a simple stumble upon the cabin-stairs
of a steamer. We fell forward, striking the forehead against the woodwork; at the same time, by the sudden outstretching of the arm, we
were saved from falling to the foot of the stairs. Our escape was marvellous; and we have been looking back upon our past career with
astonishment at the many hair-breadth escapes we have had. The
rescues and deliverances have been so marked and marvellous that we
can only ascribe them to the Lord's astounding goodness and mercy.
We allude to them with the hope that it may lead the reader to
reflect, in his own case, upon the many interpositions which doubtless
he has experienced in the journey of life. Such ought not to be
allowed to pass without due considbration, and a corresponding acknowledgment of the Lord's great goodness and mercy. Oh, be it yours
mentally to inquire, "Suppose such and such an accident, or this or
that position in which we were formerly placed, had pro\'ed fatal-and
at that time, perhaps, we weTe at enmity with God, and cared neither
for Him nor His ways-what, alas! would have been the consequences?
vVhere should we now be ~ "
We pray God that the reader may be led to weigh these solemn
matters in his own mind. Moreover, it may lead others, by comparison, to consider how very different things might be with them
to what in reality they are. Tried as they may be, and under pressure
from some one or more causes as they may be, still their position
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might be far more painful and distressing than it is, and that possibly
arising from the simplest and most unsuspected cause. Take, for
example, two or three instances that have come to our knowledge
w:ithin the last day or two. A father, a doctor, had his little girl (a
dear child of three years of age) upon his knee. She was playing
with some toy, which, happening to strike one of the veins of his leg,
entirely laid him aside for upwards of two months. From that simple
cause he was perfectly disabled, and had to obtain a substitute to
attend his patients. Take a second case, and that, likewise, of most
recent date. A delicate daughter, whose room was next to that of
her aged father's. She thought she heard him groaning in the night.
She left her bed to ascertain the cause. In her weakness she fell upon
the floor, and in the morning was found insensible and dying! A very
dear friend writes from a distant land, under date February 22nd"I had a narrow escape, a few days ago, from receiving fatal injuries.
I was crossing the street, and stumbled over a stone, just as I got
near the stonework that lined the pavement. I fell my whole length
upon the stone on my face. I was dreadfully bruised on my face and
limbs. Directly near the spot I had some kind friends living, and
went to them. They washed off the blood, and did all they could for
me. It was the Lord's mercy that preserved me from fatal injuries.
Everyone who has seen me wonders that I escaped as I did." This
dear sister in the Lord (upwards of eighty-five years of age) adds, "I
want my whole soul filled with love and gratitude to the Lord. ' The
Lord is good, and His mercy eudureth for ever.' Unto the Lord
belongs all the praise, honour, and glory of my deliverance."
It is this spirit of thankfulness and gratitude which we would fain
personally possess, and the which we would urge upon our readers to
crave at the Lord's hands. Sure we are that the comparing notes
with the condition of others, and the contemplation of those mercies,
succour, and deliverances which we have personally received, will tend
instrumentally to divert us from our trials and affiictions, and lead us to
see how far worse, in point of weight and anxiety, our position might
be, but for the Lord's tender mercy and Fatherly kindness and consideration.

God's Order in the Redemptio,n of His People: being the Twenty-ninth Annual
Address delivered in connect'ion with the Public Hall Sunday Afternoon
Services. By the Rev. HENRY FISHER, Minister of St. Luke's, Leamington. Leamington: T. Hamblen.
AN invaluable address! Instead of twopence (its price) it is worth its
weight in gold, for its clear, Scriptural, experimental, God-glorifying,
soul-refreshing character. vVe have read it throughout with intense
satisfaction, and should rejoice to hear that there was a large demand
for it. Those engaged in district visiting, and who are anxious to set
before their fellow-sinners a summary of divine truth, cannot do better
than supply themselves with this admirable address.
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"The Terror of the Lonl" (2 Cor. v. 11). A Reply to the Question, "Is
there Eternal Punishment?" The" Gauntlet thrown down," taken up
by S. G. POTTER, D.D., Southsea. London: John Kensit.
A MASTERLY production, based upon the most Scriptuml evidence, and
supported by men of high repute for their strict adherence to "the law
and the testimony." After a close scrutiny of the varied opinions of
popular men who have done, and are doing, their utmost to refute the
plain testimony of the divine Word, the talented author closes with these
outspoken words-" Fidelity to Christ is testimony against Antichrist.
God honoured the cry, the spheres took it up, reverberating the utterances of 'Waldenses, \Vickliffites, Hussites, Bohemians; the Churches
of England, Scotland, and Ireland, in their authorized documents, put
forth by Convocation and confession of faith; the language also of
the translators of the Bible in their preface, which see. But we have
healed the wound, and our clergy, though bound by ordination vow to
administer the doctrine and discipline of our Church as the Church
has received the same, openly repudiate this testimony, adopting in its
place the futurist interpretation' of prophecy, originated by· Ribem
and Bellarmine Jesuits. Thus all conspire to take off the repudiation
by the Spirit, and the brand of horror placed thereon, as a warning t(}
all; and, strange to say, since this has become fashionable, 'new but
not true,' Popery has become fashionable; Ritualism established as
a decoy system to lead over the Stygian pool. This contemporaneonsness is remarkable"When God would punish nations for their sins,
'Tis in the Church the leprosy begins.
'. Rationalists and Ritualists are thus, while canting 'All for J esns ! '
really saying, 'Hail,' Master!' in keeping with the kiss of Judas, a
fallen' apostle, the son of perdition." "Oh, my sonl," adds the author
-and well he may do so-" be not thou joined to their company."
To the foregoing testimony we add what has long been our own
conviction upon tillS most solemn subject. It is, that the great fact is
lost sight of" that no inconsiderable portion of the adoring wonder of
the redeemed and glorified will consist in their astonishment that they
were chosen whilst others were passed by-left in nature's darkness and
heathenism, to meet and endure all the direful consequences thereof.
We have often remarked what we here repeat, that Dr. \VATTS struck the
key-note on earth of what will be taken up in heaven and sung by the
vast host of the redeemed through a glorious eternity, namely"Why was I made to hear Thy voice,
And enter while there's room,
Whilst thousa~ds make a wretched choice,
And rather starve than come?
"'Twas the same love that spread the feast
That sweetly forced me in;
Else I had still refused to taste,
And perished in my sin."
Reader, what say you to this ~
append your "Amen, amen" ~

Does your heart respond, and can you

