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A LITTLE TALK BETWEEN THE EDITOR AND
A READER*
READER.-I am quite sure, Mr. Editor, you would not willingly
place a stumbling-block in the way of an inquirer after truth.
EDIToR.-By no means. It would cause me the deepest regret to
QO so. My great wish is to be a help, rather than a hindrance, to
the Lord's people, wherever or in whatever circumstances they
may be found.
R-You have given proof of that, in your long-continued
labours in the best of all causes.
E.-Then wherein have I deviated? Pray tell me.
R-I have no wish to set myself up as a standard for others.
Mine may be a solitary case, and therefore I am the more reluctant
to bring it forward.
E.-Perhaps not so solitary _as you think. Hence, you may
speak for others, as well as for yourself.
R-In attempting to do so, I wish to be understood as most
unwilling to object or raise an argument, merely for opposition's
13ake. As far as I know my own heart, it is for my soul's benefit
that I speak.
E.-I quite think so, and therefore shall be glad to answer
any inquiry that may be in my power. Now, what is it that
has perplexed or troubled you?
R-Well, it is where you speak of the total absence of fear, in
prospect of the coming of the Lord.
E.-When I thus expressed myself, I was prepared for the
<>bjections which it would arouse upon the part of some; and I
13hall only be too happy (the Lord being my Helper!) again to
revert to the subject.
R.-Forgive me, as one so much younger and so much less

* This article will be reprinted under the title, "\Yords by the \YIl.Y." To he
had of the Publishers, price twopence, post frEe.
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experienced than yourself, for venturing to ask, Does it not
seem to contradict your other statements, in regard to the fears
and misgivings at which you are so much the subject, and which
have been the means at so cheering and encouraging others,
because thereby they leam that there are those who are tried
and tempted like themselves?
E.-I quite agree with you, that, at first sight, it does seem
contradictory.
R-To my mind, the coming of the Lord does, of all things,
appear to be the most solemn, and ought to lead to the intensest
searching at -heart.
E.-Undoubtedly. It is the most momentous of all matters. It
is the pivot upon which the immense realities of vast eternity turns.
The] pa,rable of the wise and foolish virgins gives ample proof of
this. I know of no more solemn statement than what is summed
up in those five words, "And the door was shut!"
R.-And does not the after-cry of the foolish virgins, "Lord,
Lord, open to us!" add to the solemnity, and the more strongly
enforce the necessity of seeking for Scriptural ground of safety?
E.-It does. The statement is so in accord with the fact in
regard to Noah, "And the Lord shut him ill."
Whilst He shut
Noah in, He shut all others allt. Solemn! most solemn! and, as
you say, may well suggest the need of deep searching of heart.
But now, as the subject of which you wish to speak is fea!', let me
ask, Do you think that Noah had any lear at that time and amid
all that was taking place?
R.-Why, considering the long time in which he wa-s engaged
in preparing the ark, and that he knew what he was doing was
by the Lord's express command, and when he saw the marvellous
way in which creatures of every kind came together and deliberately walked into the ark, I can't think that there was any slat·ish
fear or dread in the mind of N oah.
E.-Had there been, do you think he could have persisted in
the calm, deliberate course he was enabled to pursue ? Would
not all have been perplexity and confusion? I believe that not
more calm or collected were the movements of Israel, under Moses
and Joshua, in crossing the Red Sea and the Jordan, than was the
state of mind of Noah, when he and his entered the ark, with the
full knowledge of the awful and wide-spread destruction that was
about to befall the vast mass of mankind.
R.-I can see no reason for coming to any other conclusion.
Had there been fear, there could not have been the self-possession,
which was liUCh a marked feature in the whole proceedings.
E.-Assuredly not; and might we not consider such events as
typical and representative?
R-Pardon me; I cannot quite understand you.
E.-Well, think you, are we not justified in regarding them as
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patterns and examples of what God can do and will do, as well as
what He has done?

R.-Perbaps so.
E.-I can have no doubt about it. Moreover, we have other
ground u.pon which to base our hopes and expectations.
R.-What may that be?
E.-Why, the promises of J ehovah.
R.-Have we such?
E.-Undoubtedly we have, and what else is that, for example,
but a covenant pledge, where the Lord, by the Prophet J oel, in
the midst of all that was to take place, declares twice over, within
the compass of two verses, "And My people shall never be ashamed" '!
R.-That is very striking, certainly.
E.-Yes, but not more so than when, in after-day, the Lord
Jesus Himself so clearly foretold the destruction which should befall
the nations in the last times, He added, " And when these things begin
to come to pass, then look up, and lift ttp your heads, jar your
redemption dmweth niglt."

R.-That was indeed remarkable language.
E.-And can you for one moment imagine that they were
merely idle words upon the part of Jesus?
R.-It would certainly be most Ohrist-dishonouring to think so.
E.-Indeed it would. Moreover, has not the Lord, in times of
danger, or suffering, or extremity, ratified and confirmed His
word, "My grace is sufficient for thee; My strength is made
perfect in weakness"?
R.-He has, assuredly.
E.-And never let us lose sight of the fact, that" Whatsoever
was written aforetime was written for our learning, th~t we
through patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope."
R.-I suppose by that we are warranted to take the Scriptures
for examples and proofs?
E.-Oertainly, that their teaching and their testimony should
be put to the test, as setting forth what the Lord is prepared to
do by what He has done. Nor can we too frequently or too freely
appeal to, or rely upon, the Word of the living God in this
respect.
R. -Do you not think that there is a lack of this in the present
day?
E.-Undoubtedly there is, and to this may be ascribed the
sickly state of the professing Ohurch, and the unsettled condition
of men in general. Men, as a rule, either despise the Word, or
bring mere human reason or carnal policy to bear upon it. Hence
the Word is of no avail, for "the natural man receiveth not the
things of the Spirit of God, but they are foolishness unto him,
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned."
R.-Don't you think that was a beautiful saying of Jesus, "I
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thank thee, 0 Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because Thou
hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and revealed
them unto babes, for so it seemed good in Thy sight! "
E.-Ah, yes! I glory in that testimony of Jesus. It was most
precious, and sets the creature in his right place, which is in the
very dust!
. R-Then, with respect to the appealing to the Scriptures, do
you not think that is a very striking passage, "To the law and
the testimony; if they speak not according to this word, it is
because there is no light in them"?
E.-Ah! it is a striking testimony indeed, and I often wonder
at men professing religion giving so little heed to it. Where
there is a clinging and cleaving' to the Scriptures, with the simple
prayer of the Psalmist, " Open Thou mine eyes, that I may behold
wondrous things out of Thy law" there is but little fear of
men going wrong.
R-Especially with such a precept, "If any man lack wisdom,
let him ask of God, who giveth unto all men liberally, and upbraideth not, and it shall be given him."
E.-Exactly so; and equally plain and encouraging is the
counsel, "Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by
taking heed thereto according to Thy Word." "Thy Word," said
the Psalmist, "is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my
path"-a double protection, you see.
R-I often think what a fulness there is in that 119th Psalm,
with respect to the Word of God.
E.-There is indeed, in verse after verse throughout; but now
we are not coming to the point about which you were going to
speak to me as to what I said about fear.
R-Well, what you have said about the Bible so bearing upon
the different states and stages in and through which men have
to pass, seems to have anticipated and answered beforehand what
I had intended to say.
E.-You mean, I suppose, the plain promises of the sacred
Word, such as, "Thy shoes shall be iron and bra~, and as thy
days so shall thy strength be." "My grace is sufficient for thee,
for My strength is made perfect in weakness" ?
R-Yes, I do; but the perplexity with me was, your being so
strong and fearless upon certain points, of even greater moment
and importance than those about which you expressed doubt and
hesitation. This I was at a loss to understand.
E.-You refer to my having said that I had no fear in the
prospect of seeing the Lord, upon His return?
R.- Well, that is what I can't understand I have immense
fear. I can't tell how I shall meet Him. When I think of
. all He knows about my wicked heart and its doings, how can I
meet Him?
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E.-Don't you think He knows it now? Must He come and
see you, ere He is acquainted with your conditil)n?
R-Oh, I know that He says in His Holy Word, "I
knew that thou wouldest be called a transgressor from the womb."
E.-And what, among an intensity of proof that might be
brought forward, did He say by the Prophet about being cast out?
"None eye pitied thee, to do any of these unto thee, to have
compassion upon thee; but thou wast cast out in the open field,
to the loathing of thy person, in the day that thou wast born.
And when I passed by thee, and saw thee polluted in thine own
blood, I said unto thee when thou wast in thy blood, Live; yea,
I said unto thee when thou wast in thy blood, Live. . . . . Now
when I passed by thee, and looked upon thee, behold, thy time
was the time of love; and I spread my skirt over thee, and
covered thy nakedness: yea, I sware unto thee, and entered into
a covenant with thee, saith the Lord God, and thou becamest
mine" (Ezek. xvi. 5, 6, 8). Why, to suppose that He must see
us in order to know us, is to call in question His OmnisciP1we!
He will never know more of us than He does now. Hence, if
there has been the veriest sign, token, or proof of His having
had mercy upon us, and looked upon us with an eye of pity.
compassion, and love, it has been with the full knowledge of all
we had ever been or shall be. I love, and so often quote, the saying of the old disciple" Ere He called me, well He knew
What a heart like mine would do."

R.-Ah, that's cheering; but still-E.-Still what?
R-Well, when you think of all we have been and all we have
done-E.-I ask again, can the Lord J ehovah be enlightened? Will
our meeting face to face put Him in possession of more than He
already knows? Oh, think of that most comprehensive saying,
"Thou, God, seest me."
R.-Oomprehensive indeed!
E.-Well, does it not embrace what I mean about" all things
being naked and open to the God with whom we have to do" ;
and is there not a key given to the fact in what Jesus said to
Nathanael?
R-To what do you refer?
E.-Why, to what Ohrist said, m reply to N athanael's inquiry,
"Whence knowest Thou me? Jesus answered and said unto
him, Before that Philip called thee, when thou wast under the
fig tree, I saw thee."
R-What do you understand by that?
E.-That it was a sight of interest and approval. That the
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objeot for whioh Nathanael resorted to that plaoe-namely, to call
upon the Lord in secret, and to spread his case before Him, unobserved by his fellow-men-was an acceptable service to Him
who searches the heart, and tries the reins of the children of men.
R-That is very encouraging.
E.-Yes, and well calculated to check fear and misgiving, and
especially when the fact is taken into consideration, that whereas
formerly it was such a source of dread and anxiety that our very
thoughts and feelings were known to God, now, on the contrary,
it is a ground of comfort and satisfaction that He does "know
what is the mind of the Spirit."
R-You remind me of that saying of the Psalmist, "Lord,
all my desire is before Thee, and my groaning is not hid from
Thee."
E.-The same tone runs throughout the Psalms, and blessedly
establishes that precious truth, "We know not what to pray for
as we ought; but the Spirit Himself maketh intercession for us
with groanings which cannot be uttered."
R-Ah 1 I often think what a consoling passage that is.
E.-And does it not confirm what I have said with respect to
the Lord knowing all about us, and no change in our position
can extend that knowledge?
R-I must admit the force of your remarks; still, however, I
can't help feeling perplexed about your feadessiless in prospect of
seeing so great and holy a Being! Did not e,en Moses say, "I
exceedingly fear and quake"? and was he not bidden to "take
the shoes from off his feet, for the place whereon he stood was
holy ground"? And did not Manoah tell his wife they should
surely die, because they had seen God?
E.-True; but remember this was under the old or Levitical
dispensation, and ere as yet Christ was revealed under the fulnesB
and freeness of the Gospel, as bearing testimony to the completion
of His Mediatorial undertaking; but recollect what Manoah's wife
said, even under the typical or shadowy revelation, " If the Lord
were pleased to kill us, He would not have received a burnt
offering and a meat offering at our hands, neither would He have
showed us all these things, nor would as at this time have told
us such things as these" (Judges xiii. 23).
R-Ah! that has often given me encouragement.
E.-And well might it do so. If, therefore, under types and
figures, a mere representation of good things to come, there was
such oause for" thanking God and taking courage," surely when
the shadows had given place to the substance, and the Antitype
1!. ppeared instead of the mere type, there were great additional
easons for rejoicing in the Lord, and in the accomplishment of
His great and gracious designs.
R.-I grant this, but yet I oan't help feeling a solemn awe, to

~

T Ite Gospel Magazine.

199

sa.y the least, if not a dread, at the thought of the personal
appearance of Christ.
E.-Do you think either Martha or Mary were afraid, when He
came to them on the death of their brother Lazarus?
R.-Ah! but He merely came to them as Man! It is His
appearance as God that makes me tremble.
E.-But did either Peter or James or John tremble, when upon
the mount of transfiguration? Did not Peter exclaim, "Lord, it
is good for us to be here: let us make three tabernacles, one for
Thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias"?
R.- But does it not say how" a cloud overshadowed them, and
that they fem'ed as they entered into the cloud"?
E.-Ah! but that was not until after they had seen His glory.
It.-But now that you have referred to Moses, may I ask, Have
you no fear nor dread of him?
E.-Fear Moses? No, indeed, I do not. Why should I?
R-Is he not the lawgiver?
E.-Well, and what of that? Why should this alarm me?
R-Think of what his requirements are. Consider the nature
and demands of the law, which is holy, and just, and good, and
not one jot or tittle of it shall be suffered to fail.
E.-Quite true, and I glory in it; and, blessed be God, I can
say, "I love the law of God, after the inward man."
R-But don't you tremble when you think of its exacting
demands, whilst you at the same time feel your utter inability to
meet the veriest iota of its requirements?
E.-Indeed I do not tremble; and, as for Moses, the lawgiver,
I wish I was as little afraid of the article of death as I am of him.
R-Well, I really cannot understand you.
E.-I can quite understand that.
R-But it does seem to me such a contradiction. You are
not afraid of Moses, you say, whilst you seem prepared to admit
that you cannot, in the very smallest, or the least possible degree,
meet one of his demands.
E.-Moses has no demands upon me.
R-No demands against you? Why, surely he has immense
demands upon you!
E.-I repeat, he has not a particle-no, not the shadow of a
shade of demand upon me; and I am no more afraid of Moses
or his law (much as I admire it) than I am of my walkingstick.
R.- Well, well, it does appear so strange to me. I can't make
it out.
E.-If you pay n bill, and get a receipt for it, have you any
fear about meeting the creditor, or are you in dread of a second
demand for payment?
R-Most certainly not.
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E.~And have you never read the notable lines of the blessed:
TOPLADY"Complete atonement Thou hast made,
And to the utmost farthing paid
Whate'er Thy people owed;
Nor can His wrath on me take place,
If sheltered in Thy righteousness,
And sprinkled with Thy blood.

"For my discharge Thou hast procured,
And freely in my room endured
The whole of Wl'ath Divine:
Payment God cannot twice demand,
First at my bleeding Surety's hand,
And then again at mine" ?

R.-You mean, then, to say, that if Moses sought to make a
demand upon you, he would be seeking a double payment?
E.-I do mean to say so, and, in doing so, would be dishonouring J ehovah, and virtually rejecting the Person and work of Christ.
And a greater indignity could not be offered.
R.-I see your meaning now.
E.-Yes, and you have the same glorious truth brought out,
where the same illustrious writer declares" A debtor to mercy alone,
Of covenant mercy I sing,
Nor fear, with Thy righteousness on,
My person and offerings to bring.
" The terrors of law and of God
With me can have nothing to do;
My Saviour's obedience and blood
Hide all my transgressions from view."

Again, says the poet"Now, freed from sin, I walk at large,
This Breaker's blood my soul's discharge;
At His deal' feet abashed I lay,
A sinner saved, and homage pay."

R.-You bring to my remembrance those other precious lines,. Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress;
'Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed,
With joy shall I lift '.lp my head."

E.-And does not that bring out the fearlessness for which I am
contending?
R.-Well, I think so; still, I can't help feeling the solemnity
of the first sight of Jesus, in His essential glory. Do we not
read of the AllOstJe John, in the Revelation, saying, "And when
I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead" ?
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E.-Ah! yes, but you must remember that John was then in
the flesh, a prisoner in the isle of Patmos, whilst J esllS was exalted
and glorified.
R.-And will He not be when He next appears, and when
every eye shall see Him?
E.-Yes, blessed be God, He will.
R-Ah! then comes the crisis-E.-A crisis and a climax we shall be well able to meet.
R.-Ah, but how?
E.-By the needed grace and strength He has in reserve, and
which He will most assuredly bestow in that time of our great
need. Mark the language of the Apostle J aIm, "Beloved, now
are we the 80ns of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall
be: but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall like Him;
for we shall see Him as He is" (1 John iii. 2).
R-Do you think that by this statement we are to understand
that the very sight of Christ will have a transforming influence?
E.-Yes, just that effect of which we read in 2 Corinthians
iii. 18: "But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the
glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to
glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord."
R-Then I presume you believe that the change of which the
Apostle speaks, when he says, "We shall not all sleep, but we
shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye," will
be so sudden and so short, that there will be neither time either
to feel or iea?'?
E.-That's exactly my opinion, hence I have not a particle of'
fear in prospect of it; for (blessed be His name!) "I know whom
I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep that
which I have committed unto Him against that day."
R-And have you not the same Scriptural authority to contemplate death with the same calmnesa and composure?
E.-I have; but the lack of it is "my infirmity," as the Psalmist
expresses it, and furnishes me with many an errand to the throne
of grace, that I may personally realize the sympathy and practical
tenderness of Him of whom we read, "Forasmuch then as the
children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself' likewise
took part of the same; that through death He might destroy him
that had the power of death, that is, the devil; and deliver them
who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to
bondage" (Heb. ii. 14, 15).
R.- Well, pray do excuse me if I venture to say, that, had I
the same fearlessness as you express, in regard to meeting either
Moses, as the lawgive1', or Christ, at His second coming, as the
Law-fuifiller, I don't think I should have much or any concern
about the article of death.
E.-Ah! my dear friend, you seem to lose sight of the fact, that
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the Lord is never at a loss for means to make and to keep us
humble and dependent at His dear feet. Don't forget Paul's thorn
in the flesh, which I believe was, in itself considered, something
minute and trifling as compared with the nature and multiplicity
of the trials and afflictions mentioned in the previous chapter to
that in which he speaks of the thorn, and yet, with respect to the
latter, he testifies of having besought the Lord thrice that He would
take it away, whereas no such request is ever hinted at in regard to
his previous condition.
R.-That is remarkable, certainly.
E.-Yes, and·can only be accounted for upon the principle that
what the Lord intends to be a test or a trial shall be such, in
whatever in itself it may consist.
R.-But why should you fear about death? It may prove so
sudden and unexpected, that, as you have said about "the
change in the twinkling of an eye" at the coming of the Lord,
you may have no time either to feel or to fear.
E.-That is quite true; and, for well-nigh forty years, I was
enabled, for most part and with little variation, to rest, in regard
to the article of death, upon the promise, "As thy days so shall
thy strength be," believing that as I had ever had daily strength
for daily lit'ing, so, in due time, I should have dying strength for
a dying hour.
R.-Well, and why not rest there now? Why call it in
question now any more than in times gone by?
E.--I quite admit the reasonableness of your arguments; but,
notwithstanding, I must fall back upon what I have already
stated, namely, that what the Lord intends to be a trial shall be
suoh, in spite of all the reasoning, remonstrance, or resistance of
the creature. He will thus prove the utter feebleness and frailty
of man, and the corresponding momentary and entire daily need
of Himself, and His continued and uninterrupted supply of grace
and strength to meet the ever-recurring requirements of His poor
dependent creatures.
R.-And I suppose that this is, in part, intended to suppress
the pride, pharisaism, or self-love and boast, which appertains to
us as poor fallen beings?
E.-Undonbtedly; aye, and to render us willing to !lbide the
Lord's time and the Lord's way for changing the present order
of things.
R.-Pardon me: I do not quite understand you.
E.-Well, in a word, I mean this, that, if I had the same
longing to see Jesus which I had sixty-five years ago, when in
my first-love happy state and condition, I shouldn't be willing to
abide His time "until my change come," as I am now obliged,
from very necessity, to be. "Till He bids, I cannot die," is true
in more senses than one.
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R.-But don't you think the great adversary may have at
least somewhat to do in regard to his cunning suggestions and
crafty insinuations, with respect to death and dying?
E.-Unquestionably, for he is ever ready to tempt or to taunt,
as may suit his purpose.
R.-Taking advantage of' circumstances?
E.-Exactly so; adapting himself and his temptations to times,
temperaments, and present surroundings.
R-As well, I suppose, to age-its associations and experiences?
E.-Very much so. For example, when the elasticity of youth
and the vigour of manhood give place to the feebleness and
frailty and infirmities of old age, the enemy taunts and tempts
with his," How will you bear this?" and "How endure the
other?" at the same time, probably, bringing past seasons of
sorrow and suffering vividly to remembrance, and arguing, "If
nearly overwhelmed then, how much more likely now, with increased
weakness and infirmity?" Such is his subtilty.
R.-At the same time seeking to draw a veil over the perpetuity of the promise, "As thy days so shall thy strength be."
E.-Yes, and that precious promise, "And even to your old
age I am He; and even to hoar hairs will I carry you: I have
made, and I will bear; even I will carry, and will deliver you"
(Isa. xlvi. 4). And that equally precious pledge, "They shall
still bring forth fruit in old age; they shall be fat and flourishing; to show that the Lord is upright; He is my Rock, and
there is no unrighteousness in Him" (Psa. xcii. 14, 15).
R.-Then, from all you have said, may I infer that the Lord's
end and purpose, in all His leadings and teachings, is, to deepen
the sense of sinnership and the corresponding need of that
guidance and gt:ardianship which the Lord Himself alone can
give?
E.-In a word, the Divine purpose and intention is, to humble
the sinner and exalt the Lord; to divest poor Ada.m earthly of
every particle of creature boast and fleshly pride, and prompt
him to declare, "In the Lord Jehovah have I righteousness and
strength."
A PASSING THOUGHT.
OH, for a more childlike trust and confidence in Him who has uniformly
been such a Friend, Guardian, and Guide! How ill-becoming it is to
call in question His wisdom, or love, or goodness, because little difficulties or perplexities present themselves in our pathway; whereas one
has personally proved, in regard to all past times and seasons, that such
difficulties or perplexities have only tended the more clearly and
unquestionably to open out the loving purposes and minister to the
fresh displays of the Lord's loving-kindness, goodness, and mercy.
D.
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FAITH-GLANCES INTO THE DEPTHS OF THE DEITY.
"In Him dwelleth all the f1blness of the Godhead bodily."-COLOSSIANS ii. \l.
"AND Joshua said unto the children of Israel, Come hither, and hear
the words of the Lord your God" (Joshua iii. 9). Oh, this is what
we want-words penned or uttered and testimony advanced, not ours,
but God's, and the Holy Spirit sealing home such upon the hearts of
God's spiritual Israel. "And he that hath My word, let him speak
My word faithfully. What is the chaff to the wheat 1 saith the
Lord" (Jer. xxiii. 28). Now, then, we are in keeping with the Scriptures of truth, and advance resting upon the promises of our God.
But here at the onset we shrink from our subject, which we cannot
get away from-Glimpses into, and glances at, the depths of the Deity.
Who can fathom those depths 1 Who indeed 1 ·V.,re have cautiously
reckoned all our testimony can only be but glances into those depths,
and here we must leave the point, trusting Him to lead whom we
desire to adore and glorify.
A thought rises here, which we feel must form somewhat the basis
of our leadings at this time, namely, What marvellous beauty there is
in the words of the Doxology (sung, alas! thoughtlessly, indeed, by many,
but, nevertheless, glorious and grand). Mark then: "Glory be to the
Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen" ;
and that, too, grounded upon the Scriptures. "Glory be to the Father":
"Glory be to our God for ever and eve'/''' (Rev. vii. 12); "and to the
Son": "Thou a'/'t wo'/'thy to receive glory" &c. (Rev. iv. 11); "and to the
Holy Ghost": "The Spirit of GlO'I'Y" (l Pet. iv. 14); "as it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen."
But Christ is "All and in all" (Col. iii. 11). "In Him dwelleth all
the fulness of the Godhead bodily" (Col. ii. 9). Golden wortls, then,
are the words of the Doxology. We take them up, earnestly desiring
to enter with spirit into their divine teaching.
I. "Glory be to the Fathe?'," Yes, glory be to Him in His Attributes.
We cannot attempt to describe His essence. "Who, by searching, can
find out God 1 J, All we can 110 is to think of His divine attributes.
and here only according to that FVord which reveals His will, and thus
glorify Him in His character and Person-the unchangeable, eternal,
unsearchable, invisible, and only wise God.
And here, in this very
expression, we have one of His attributes told of, namelyHis Wisdom. He is wise in heart, majesty, and strength. "Who
hath hardened his heart against Him and prospered 1" None, none.
Oh, I may be peculiar, but how I dislike God's creation attributed to
"natU1'e." Such and such are prod.uced by natural laws, effected by
nature; as if men were ashamed to use the emphatic word" God," or
to give Him all the honour due to His name. The Bible does not
say, nature created heaven and earth, and this and the other. Goel
created the heaven and earth. "God said "-an expression ten times
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repeated in the very first chapter of the Bible. And David, when he
looked up, doubtless on a starry night, did not exclaim, "The heavens
declare the doings of nature;" but, "The heavens declare the glory of
God, and the firmament showeth His handywork." Let us glorify, then,
Him who is the Great First Cause of all events-the God of nature,
wise in all His ways and works-the All-wise One.
But, for one, I cannot stop here j if the natural heavens and firmament are studded with proofs of His wisdom, I am perfectly certain the
spiritual hemisphere is also, and that the firmament of truth displays
wisdom in all His plans and purposes. Yes, glory be to Him who
doeth unsearchable, great, and marvellous things without number, in
His spiritual as well as natural creation! Therefore, we must ever
contend, that order and perfection mark all in connection with His
scheme of grace and salvation. There is no haphazard in the natural,
and we may be perfectly sure there is no haphazard in the spiritual.
This we shall see, if we trace further His attributes.
Glorify Him in His Immutability. The Great "I AM" j the very
expression containing as it does a volume of dignity, power, and might,
yee, and certainty, too. "I AM, THAT I AM." So it must be that
every act in the work of salvation must be a decisive act. His
immutability ensures it j contingency or uncertainty cannot intrude
into the perfection of His will. "I am the Lord, and there is none
else, there is no God beside Me. . . . . I form the light, and create
darkness: I make peace, and create evil: I the Lord do all these
things. Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour
down righteousness: let the earth open, and let them bring forth
salvation, and let righteousness spring up together j I the Lord have
created it" (Isa. xlv. 5-8). God's immutability, then, it is clear, is
the origin of salvation and righteousness in Christ. " Woe unto him
that striveth with his Maker! Shall the clay say to Him that
fashioneth it, What makest thou 1" Isa. xlv. 9).
But we go a step further: Glorify God in the attribute of His
Omnipotence. There is nothing too hard for the Lord. "If I speak
of strength, 10, He is strong." "He is excellent in power," "doing
wonders."
" The Great First Cause of all events,
He gives decrees, and ne'er repents,
And Holy is His name."
Again, His Omnipresence. There is no fleeing from His presence.
" Do not I fill heaven and earth 7 saith the Lord." God is everywhere.
"Thou God seest me." A matter of terror to the conscience-stricken,
ungodly man j a matter of rejoicing to the one who has been melted
by sovereign grace and mercy before Him.
Further, His Omniscience. There is no covering anything from Him.
" From the place of His habitation, He looketh upon all the inhabitants
>of the earth" j not only upon the persons, but their practices; not
>only without, but within, for He searches the reins and the heart.
So, again, His Omnipresence. There is no fleeing from His presence.
His eyes are in every place, beholding the evil and the good. " Do
not I fill heaven and earth 7 saith the Lord."
Look, again, at His Tl"ltth and Faithfulness; these sbine forth also as
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His attributes. There faileth not ought of any good thing which the
Lord hath spoken unto the house of Israel. He hath made an everlasting covenant which shall never fail His people.
So, also, does He manifest His Judgment: "Shall not the Judge of
all the earth do right 7" And, coupled with such judgment is His
Holiness. Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look upon God;
and the Lord said also to Joshua, "Loose thy shoes from off thy
feet, for the place on which thou standest is holy ground."
Then, another' attribute we must not omit, is that of "Goodness and
Mercy." Oh, it moves us to melting of spirit and to heart-love to the
Eternal Father, to think of His love to us! and the greatest manifestation of that love is, that God sent His only begotten Son into the
world that we might live through Him. Yes, before the world was
made, or a human being existed, thoughts of love were in the bosom
of the Eternal Father.
Then, beloved, think of the Love of God-sovereign, great, abiding,
unchangeable love; manifested, first and foremost, to His beloved Son;
and then to the Church, in the giving of Christ for her eternal
salvation. Christ the special object of His love, and the Church as
seen in her Beloved. Oh, 'tis all love, love, from first to last, "The
love of God, which passeth understanding." Thus we gather up as it
were in contemplation, some of the attributes of our God, and must
exclaim, "Glory be to God!"
n. And now, secondly, "Glory be to the Son." Yes, indeed, with all
the powers of my mind, and outgoings of my heart and soul, would
I glorify the Son of God and God the Son. My desire for extension
of days is just for this purpose, to be spared to do so, by pen and
proclamation. And what reason we have, beloved, to do so when we
think of what we owe Him who has done so much for UB, and I feel
certain that the consideration of our portion must lead UB to glorify
Him.
And surely, dear reaaer, it is a very deep and remarkable assertion,
that "in Christ dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily."
Greatly do I desire to have light about it, which shall bring comfort
and peace to "His Body, the Church"; and, while uplifting my heart
to the throne of grace that it may be so, there seems to shine forth
the following points:1. The Co.equality and Co·eternity of Christ with the Father: "In Him
dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead."
2. Christ Corporeally considered-The Incarnate God: "The Godhead
dwelleth bodily in Him."
3. The Covenant Relationship which e,dst.3 betueen Christ and His Church:
"He filleth all and in all."
4. The Concentration of the Godhead in Christ.
5. The Communications which flow from His fulness, through the
channel of the Holy Spirit, in copious supplies: "In Him dwelleth all
the fulness of the Godhead bodily." And we can have no doubt who
the "Him" is, for the Apostle, in the context, is speaking of Jesus
Christ, and of the children of God becoming rooted and built up in
Him, &c. We see, then, in this blessed expression1. Christ's Co-equality and Co-eternity with the Father. A blow to
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Unitarianism, for how could "the fulness of the Godhead" dwell in
a mere man, be he ever so good, and his example ever so perfect ~
No; it was because He was God, the fulness dwelt in Him; no
inferior medium could hold it. His human nature, of itself, could not
have sustained it. He was the God-Man; and, in that wondrous
mystery (for, verily, it is great), "God manifest in the flesh." " In Him
dwelt all the fulness of the Godhead bodily." See this fact enforced
by the words in the previous chapter (1 001. i. 9), "For by Him wel'e
all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth," &c.
Here, then, is God the Oreator. "And He is before all things, and
by Him all things consist. And He is the head of the body, the Ohurch
. . . .. For it pleased the Father that in Him should all fulness
dwell." Surely, nothing can be plainer and more precious.
Oh, it is no slight mercy to be well grounded in such a foundationtruth as the co-equality and co-eternity of the Lord Jesus Ohrist with
the Eternal Father; and the Bible is clear enough upon it, to those
who have spiritual understanding to discern it. Therein we read the
emphatic declaration, "Thus saith the Lord, thy Redeemer [which
must be Ohrist], the Holy One of Israel" [Jesus], "I am the Lord, thy
God" (Isa. xlix. 7). And this in harmony with the words of the
Eternal Father Himself, "Who in these last days hath spoken unto us by
His Son." And" Unto the Son He saith, Thy throne, 0 God, is for
ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of Thy kingdom;" fulfilling the words of prophecy, "His name shall be called,
"Wonderful"! "The Mighty God"! So that when He took upon
Himself our nature, and became the "Unto us a child is born," the
declaration went forth, "They shall call His name Immanuel" (God
with 'Us). And again, "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the ",Vord was God."
.
Oh, beloved, who hath made us to differ ~ While we are thus
rejoicing in the r.o-equality and Divine nature of Ohrist, His enemies
sought to kill Him, "because He made Himself equal with God."
Precious One! He was God's equal. He came, "who is over all, God
blessed for eve?'," and the beloved John, grasping this truth, said,
"Hereby perceive we the love of God, because He laid down His life
for us, and we know "-yes, blessed be His Name! we do-Cl we know
that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding
that we may know Him that is true."
2. But, further, we have Christ here brought before us OO'!]Jol'eally: "In
Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily"-the human
nature of Ohrist consisting of a true body and reasonable soul, in
which the Godhead dwelt in a most eminent manner. Granted, as we
have said before, it is a mystery, and a great one too; yea, so deep,
that, study about it as you will, you will never reach the bottom; and
it is a mystery of such a saving character, that you will find always
new profit in its contemplation. Ohrist tabernacled here on earth,
filling that tabernacle with power whbh was glorious within, and shed
grace and love without. His human nature was the antitypical tabernacle, "which the Lord pitched, and not man."
But as well as " the fulness of the Godhead in Ohrist bodily," referring
corporeally to the Body prepared for Him, in the which he tahernacled
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upon earth, to carry out the design and purpose of the everlasting
·covenant of grace, we may consider the expression as setting forth the
union of His mystical Body. The wlwle Head and Body in union with
Him, inseparably one.
Here lies the secret of our salvation-one in
Christ-every member of that body necessary to the perfecting of the
whole-the little one, as much as the most gifted-the weak one, as
much as the strongest-the babe, as much as the brave-the uncomely,
as much as the comely-the smallest bone necessary for the perfecting
of the body-the head the necessity, but the feet a necessity also.
3. And all this brings us to our third point, The Covenant Relationship which exists between Christ and His Church: "For He from His
fulness filleth aH and in all." The most blessed imagery is used by
the Holy Spirit in God's Word to ~et forth this endearing relationship,
especially that of husband and wife. "Thy Maker is thy Husband,
the Lord of Hosts is His name." And the Husband comforts and
rejoices the heart of His beloved, by assuring her that He has chosen
her out of the world" (John xv. 19); and, again, that He has betrothed
her for ever (Bosea ii. 19), and, His love being immutable. the union
must be eternal. Well may the favoured one respond, with earnest
desire and returning love, "I am my Beloved's, and His desire is
toward me."
Then note further with us, dear reader, the fact that the blessings and
benefits which accrue from Union to Christ are incalculable-indeed, I think
every blessing that the child of God receives is attributable to it.
Certainly, forgiveness of sin is, for instance, for it is declared that God
has blotted out our sins, because He hath redeemed us; and certainly
eternal glory is, for our Saviour said to the Father, "The glory which
Thou gavest Me I have given them, that they may be one as \\-e are
One." And I believe it follows, without doubt, that every blessing, from
the divine call to the everlasting crown, is because of union to Christ,
in the everlasting purpose of His love and favour.
4. This brings us to consider the Concentration here implied in the
words, "In Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily." ,\Ye see
this, if we note how all the attributes which we have referred to as
possessed by the Eternal Father, are seen and exercised by God the
Son, which at once proves Him to have been the Incarnate God. Look,
for instance, at the manifestation of Christ's fOl'ekl1cfwledge. Jesus knew
from the beginning who they were that would not belien, and who
.should betray Him. So He knew, on the other hand, who they were
that would believe in Him: and not merely did He foreknow His people
and everything about them, but He foreknew and proclaimed all that
should be done with Him, and all that He would do, from the manger
to the cross; ay, and beyond the cross, too, even to the crown, for He
declared things and facts with rf'gard to His resurrection and ascension,
·every word of which came true.
Further, note how our Lord manifesteJ the attribute of Omniscience.
When on earth, He could pierce the inmost recesses of the heart of
Simon the Pharisee, as he "spake within himself" concerning the woman
who was a sinner at the feet of her Saviour. Again, when the trial
.and temptation was overcoming John, iu a far distant prison, of doubt
as to Christ being the Messiah, t!16 Saviour knew, with His omniscient
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eye, what thoughts were passing in the troubled mind of His servant,
and bade his disciples go again and tell John of things that abundantly
proved that He was the true Messiah. Hundreds of other proofs might
be given of our Saviour's co-equality with the Father in His Omniscience.
The same also with His Omnipresence: "La, I am with you, even unto
the end of the world," He said to His disciples. And again, "Where
two or three are met together in My name, there am I in the midst."
And I am sure we find it so, and when His divine presence is manifested,
then we have joy; but let faith be dim, and we realize Him not near,
then have we sorrow, although it remains the fact still, that He is near
unto His own always, be their faith bright or dim.
The same- also with regard to His Omnipotency-manifested in all His
miracles of mercy, and equally manifested in His miracles of grace.
And what are you and I, beloved, but proofs of such ?-miracles of grace
and mercy truly. He is "omnipotent to save." Oh, the mercy of
having personally realized His divine power! And so, beloved, we
might go on with our point, that, "In Christ dwelleth all the fulness
of the Godhead bodily," as shown in the putting forth of all the attributes, the co-equal with God-as centered in Him, Immutability,
Omniscience, Omnipresence, Omnipotence, Truth and Faithfulness,
Wisdom and Love, Goodness and Mercy. He is the personification of
all, in the depths of their purpose, and in the glory of their manifestation, and you and I the recipients of such outflowings: such consideration makes one sing aloud, "Precious Jesus! Precious Jesus!
Precious Jesus! Thou art mine."
5. And, speaking of outflowings, brings us, to the consideration
of the divine flowings from His f1dness: "In Christ dwelleth all the
fulness of the Godhead bodily," in divine comm'unications, through the
channel of the Holy Spirit; for He is not like a pent-up reservoir in
a d'1rk forest, silent in death, but an overflowing fulness, spreading
life-blessings wherever it goes. And I cannot help thinking we have
this fact set forth in that passage in the Revelation, "And he showed
me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the
throne of God [mark] and of the Lamb"; and Ezekiel tells us, in prophetic language, that everything liveth and moveth wherever these crystal
streams came. And, dear reader, is not this so in the flowings from
the fulness of a precious Christ? Oh, we do know what such flowings
are, and, when received into the soul, how reviving their influence!
Ofc cast down and disquieted within, but grace flowings, and grace
communications of His love and mercy, make us like different beings.
I think, also, the position we have taken with regard to the life-giving
flowings from the fulness of Christ, is implied by the word "bodily."
Surely, where there is "the body in its fulness," there is "the manifestation of life"; so that, spiritually considered, such flowings from
Christ are "the life of God in the soul;" a most comforting fact, for
it must be life eternal, and that which can never be destroyed. This
must make us confidently and rejoicingly join t,he Apostle Paul in his
assurance, "For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels,
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate
us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord."
p
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Thus would we GlO1'ify the Son, with great fervency of spirit, and
joy of soul.
,
"Oh that we may shine for Him in this dark world,
And bear His standard dauntlessly unfurled."
We have referred to divine communication from the fulness of Christ
through the channel of the Holy Ghost, which brings us to our third
pointHI. "Glory be to the Holy Ghost," equally with the Father and the
Son, for He is their co-equal and co-eternal. Our life's desire is to
honour the Spirit in every testimony of truth, for the work of the
Spirit is certainly essential to the very existence of vital Christianity.
It is He who quickens, enlightens, sanctifies, comforts, and seals the
children of God unto the day of redemption, and He is to them the
earnest of their inheritance. Shall we not, then, honour Him 1 Shall
we not take every opportunity of glorifying Him 1 Yes, and that, too,
in His Person, for we must ever insist-in this day of dishonour of the
Holy Spirit, when the Personality of the Holy Ghost is denied-He is
not a myth, an emanation, a vapour, but the living reality, as much as
the Eternal Father and the Eternal Son.
But further, with regard to the work of the Holy Spirit, He it is
that turns darkness into light, and brings out the chosen in Christ
from the power of sin and Satan to the liberty of the children of God,
who are made willing in the day of His power. The time has come
','::';:';;' God's hidden child, amidst the world's throng, should" no longer
live in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God;" hence
does the Holy Spirit do the appointed work at the appointed time, and
bring out such an one from the bondage and degradation of sin and
Satan to tbe glorious liberty of the children of God. Yes, love sets
a.t liberty; all is of sovereign grace and mercy in purpose, power, and
performance. This suits the poor undone sinner, for it is all of God.
Oh, that men would preach the Gospel, and leave the Holy Spirit to
do His own work!
But again, with regard to the work of the Spirit, He it is that
new creates the soul in Christ Jesus, by His regenerating grace and
power; so that it is something more than the clap-trap cry of "conversion," "accepting Christ," "taking the offered sal\'ation," "closing
with Christ," and the like. Nor is it nature being brightened up.
No, it is nothing sbort (if it is a real work) of being born again in
Christ Jesus-the life of God in the soul-effecti,e, efficaciol,ls, and
everlasting: effective, because it is the grasp of God; efficacious, because
it will not suffer any sliding back; everlasting, because it brings to the
heaven of glory. Oh, how may I know such power has been at work
for me and in me-that such a complete salvation is mine 1 Yes,
beloved, the fruits and effects are worth tracing for our encouragement.
In looking back upon a heartfelt and soul-realization of the power of
the Holy Spirit, in personal regeneration, the two things I love so to
contemplate are, "Repentance" and "Revelation." When that mighty
change .was wrought, my soul was bowed down in deep repentance
before God. I felt, indeed, my condition as an undone sinner in His
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sight, deserving nothing but hell. Was there mercy for me ~ Could
it be possible ~ All my life, which I thought before had been tolerably
consistent, now it appeared to me as all sin; and my heart, which I prided
myself was true and righteousness, now turned out unclean, unclean!
But here was the abounding mercy: with the consciousness of sin, and
the guilt of it rising before me, there came the "Revelation" of Christ
as my Saviour. Oh, the sight melted me in love! I wept tears of
gratitude, and felt overwhelmed in love to Him who first loved me. I
cannot say this happy state was continued to me, for like, I may say,
all the Lord's regenerated ones, I then became a mark for Satan, and
he soon damped my first love, and dispelled my first fervour, suggesting the hypocrite, and that all was a dream and delusion; nevertheless, the Lord never left me to his power, from that hour to this. Cast
down oft, but never cast off.*" "Faint, yet pursuing; tempted and
tried times without number, still, brought through and brought on, to
be brought home. But it is, as we have said, that twofold result of
regeneration which is very precious to one's soul-contrition of heart
'"Under a deep sense of sinnership, and the revelation of Jesus as one's
own Saviour, who, loving with an everlasting love, reveals Himself as
one's everlasting Salvation. Dear reader, is it not so ~ Say, does not
your experience fit into such a personal testimony, and can we not
unitedly rejoice in the revelation of a Saviour's love and power ~ Glory,
then, be to the Third Person in the glorious Trinity, the Giver of
life, who has given us a life which will land us in glory.
Another thought about the work of the Spirit. He it is u'ho guides
into aU truth-the Spirit of Truth, who shows those whom He has enlightened "things concerning Christ," and this, too, so much after their
longings and desires. "He shall glorify Me," said our blessed Lord
Himself, "for He shall receive of Mine and show it unto you." And
He never would have shown any of us the things just referred to, if
he had meant 'l\e should perish. The felt knowledge of sin-the revelation of Jesus Christ as our Saviour-are the prelude to deeper things
and lasting experiences; therefore it is, as promised, the Holy Spirit,
step by step-day by day-little by little-does show us "things concerning Christ." We would not be without such for all the world calls
good and great. "Things concerning Christ." vVe may not be able to
explain much about them-sometimes language fails us-but they are
things felt within-their power realized-their preciousness rejoiced in-under the enlightenment of the Spirit of God. One thing I know, that
the things concerning Jesus Christ realized within, make us supremely
happy-happy in the Lord. Gracious Spirit, reveal Him more and
more, and all things concerning Him, that we may be cheered in the
midst of much that depresses by the way.
Further, with regard to the work of the Spirit, He it is who keeps
God's childnn f1'om falling, upholds them by His mighty power in times
of trial and temptation. He" is able to keep you from falling, and
to present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy"; and He will, too, according to promise. "He will keep the
-S' Ah ! dear brother, there is all the difference (blessed be God!) between being
" cast down" and "cast off."
p 2
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feet of His saints."
Oh, sometimes is it not t,he case, beloved, that
you and I, under some felt opposition, grumble out rebellion befon God
-tell that things that are happening to us seem so contrary, so
trying, so perplexing, that it had been better that we had never
known the things that we do-we should surely have had more
peace and less trouble ~ And so we go on in our sinful chattering.
But it seems as if the gracious Spirit took no heed of our peevishness and naughtiness, but, in spite of all, still upheld and led us over
the slippery places we have been treading upon, to firmer ground.
And so we go on. Fall we should, if left to ourselves, but His hand
stays and supports. I believe it will be through up-and-down work to
the journey's end. The Holy Spirit will be true to His office, power.
and love.
And, lastly, glO1"ify the Spirit, for He-in spite of all opposition by the
way-He will b1'ing every regeneTated one to attain to the eve1'lasting
crown of glory. Oh, how death is taking so many of God's saints and
ministers to the eternal home! One and another, we keep hearing of,
are called away-safely landed. It must come to us, dear reader, at
the appointed time. There is not much worth living for here. Be it
ours to be delivered from the fear of death, and to feel death is but
the messenger to bid us come up higher. But, beloved, our subject is
a blessed and vast one; time fails us, and eternity only can do it justice..
We have, in our faith's glimpse at the depths of the Deity, desired to
glorify the Father in His attributes of Immutability, Wisdom, Foreknowledge, Omnipotence, Omniscience and Omnipresence; further, in
His Truth and Faithfulness, Goodness, Mercy, and Love.
We have desired to glorify the Son, "In whom d welleth all the fulness
of the Godhead bodily;" an expression which we have seen sets forth
His Co-equality and Co eternity, with the Eternal Father. He was the
Incarnate God. Further, the word" bodily" takes us to the consideration of the Human nature of Christ, and of His whole ChurchHead and Body "complete in Him." But again, it implies Covenant
Relationship, from which spring innumerable blessings and benefits 7
while it also denotes Concentration, the fulness of the Godhead in
Christ bodily, as seen in the fact that all the attributes of God centre
in Him, and are put forth in the salvation and succour of His Church
and people.
Then we have traced the jlowings of that fulneos, through the channel
of the Holy Spirit, which brought us to glorify the Third Person in
the Trinity, the Holy Ghost, in His personality; in bringing us from
da.rkness into light; in regenerating the soul; in guiding into all
truth; in keeping from falling; and, in bringing us to the eternal
home. Oh, what reason have we, then, to glorify the Father, to
glorify the Son, and to glorify the Holy Ghost, with unfeigned lips
and with sincerity of hearts! Surely, every Christian, whether a member
of the Church of England or Nonconformist, must enter into the spirit
of this triplet of praise to the Trinity, "Glory be to the Father, and
to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost."
Just a word or two upon the remainder of this familiar Doxology,
"As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen." Ah! hundreds say or sing this, Sabbath after
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Sabbath, but do they mean it 1 do they delight in that which
was from the beginning 1 do they experience "that faith which
was once delivered unto the saints" 1 Far, far from it. Religious
excitement, a worldly sanctuary, with its attendant vagaries and
vanities, is the ord"r of the day, and "they love to have it so."
But it is a solemn thing to say and sing words in the form of
worship, without the least idea of adopting them as true. Well, be
it ours, beloved, to keep in the old "beginning" paths to the end.
And, as we near that end, may the Lord grant U3 grace to adore
God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost, gaining, as
we advance in the pilgrim way,

FAITH-GLIMPSES INTO THE DEPTHS OF THE
DEITY" Till the veil be lifted,
Till our faith be sight."

G. C.

Em'ton-on-Tl'ent.
HYMN.
" The precious blood of Christ."-l

PETER

i. 19.

lost, but" saved by grace," [ There remains a rest in heaven;
Called to fill a heavenly place;
I God.' in love, His Son has given;
Saved from sin and death's dark By His blood we enter in,
flood,
" Cleansing us from every sin."
Washed in J csus' precious blood;
On the 1I Rock," with Israel's
This the watchword through the
God;
night,
Oh, how safe behind" the blood! "
"Walk thou as a child of light."
Sinner, lame, and deaf, and
Sinner, out upon the wild,
blind,
Steeped in guilt and Satan's child;
Jesus' voice is soft and kind;
Sunk in shame and sin's deep Hast thou ne'er o'er life's wild
slough;
sea
Jesus seeks thee-even now,
Heard the Master calling thee?
Calls thee from the shades of night,
Lo, He hath prepared a home;
" Out of darkness into light! "
" Him that is athirst may come."
SINNER,

Wben life's battle shall be done,
When the victory shall be won,
Then the weary, travelled far,
Shall have peace no sin can mar.
Past the storm-the o'erwhelming flood,
"Hid with Christ, their lives in God,"

F. T. G. H.
As the principle of love is the main principle in the heart of the
real Christian, so the labour of love is the main business of the
Christian life.-Jonathan Edu;ards.
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'ilgrim Japers.
SPIRITUAL FRUITS; OR, THE EFFECTS OF GRACE IN
THE SOUL.
"Every goocl tree bringeth jm·th good j1'uit."-MATTHEw vii. 17.
(Continuea ft'om page 154.)

SECONDLY, Practically. In the chapter from whence the portion at the
head of this paper is taken we read, "Do men gather grapes of thorns,
or figs of thistles ~ Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit;
but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit" (verses 16 and 17). As
is the tree, such is the fruit. However trees may resemble each other
in their leaves, or general appearance, they are readily distinguished by
their fruit. I know where there are some apple and pear~rees of the
dwarf kind, which are so nearly like each other in appearance that I
have mistaken the one for the other. This, I admit, may have arisen
from my lat:k of experiencfl. But when I have looked at the fruit of
the trees in question, I have no longer been in doubt as to which was
the apple and which was the pear tree. Now, it is just so in spiritual
matters. Sometimes, so far as outside appearances go, there is a great
likeness between the mere professor and the real possessor. But a close
examination of the fruit brought forth in the life, ,rill generally discover
to the experienced believer, in some measure, ,rhat is of the Spirit and
what is of the flesh. The child of God, as he is kept truly sensible of
his sinfulness, or as he is favoured to feel that his sins are pardoned
through atoning blood and covenant love, earnestly desires the Lord to
keep him from the evil of the world.
Either of these two things felt within-a mourning o\'er sin, or a
rejoicing in sin forgiven-will spoil the believer for the world. I am
solemnly convinced that the two things just named are experienced by
the children of God, that they are at the very root of their religion, and
that they yield practical fruit in the outer life. From the Yery nature
of the grace of God flows a practical obedience to this and kindred
portions of His holy Word. "Be ye not unequally yoked together with
unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousne~s wi h unrighteousness ~ and what communion bath light with darkne~s 1 and what
concord hath Christ with Belial ~ or what part hath be tbat believeth
with an infidel ~ and what agreement bath the temple of God with
idols ~ for ye are the temple of the living God j as God hath said, I
will dwell in them, and walk in them j and I will be their God, and
they shall be My people. Wherefore come out from among them, and
be ye selJarate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I
will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be My
sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty" (2 Cor. vi. 14-18).
From love to the Person, work and blood of Christ, who died to
redeem him from sin, death, and hell j from love to the 'Word of the
living God; from love to the cause of Christ on earth; from love to
holiness, arising from the holy power of the Holy Ghost exercised in
his soul, the believer desires to live separate from the world. If his
conscience is at all tender, contact with the world, especially unnecessary
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contact, will pain him instead of pleasing him. The language of his
very soul will beLet wcrldly minds the world pursue,
It :has no charms for me ;
Once I admired its trifles too,
But grace has set me free.
.. Its pleasures now no longer please,
No more content afford;
Far from my heart be joys like these,
Now I have seen the Lord.
"As by the light of opening day
The stars are all concealed,
So earthly pleasures fade a,way
When Jesus is revealed."
Are these practical fruits brought forth in your life and conduct," dear
reader 1 Your profession is a worthless thing unless they are. ·~.~;;:,n,,""~
But once more upon this point. The fear of God is practical, and it
teaches its possessor to heed such portions of holy writ as these: "Hereby
we do know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. He that
saith, I know Him, and keepeth not His commandments, is a liar, and
the truth is not in him" (1 Jno. ii. 3, 4). "But be ye doers of the
word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. For if any be
a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding
his natural face in a glass: for he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way,
and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. But whoso
looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being
not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed
in his deed" (James i. 22-25).
The Holy Ghost gives the soul to see that grace within produces fruit
without in the life, by a conduct becoming the Gospel; and He begets a
desire in the believer to adorn the doctrine (or truth) of God his
Saviour in all things. He is led to see, and led to feel too, the meaning
of that Scripture, "Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel
of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the
seat of the scornful" (Psa. i. 1). The cricket club, the card table, the
bagatelle board, the skittle alley, the ball-room, the theatre, the racecourse, the public-house, the carnal song and filthy jest; yea, every
amusement and pursuit patronized by the world, the holy principles
of grace strictly forbid the child of God having anything whatever to do
with. And, instead of the prohibition being a hardship, it is a pleasure to
him, for "Old things are passed away, all things are become new"
(2 Cor. v. 17).
Not only are the fruits of grace practical in the outward conduct
of the believer in his separation from the world in its carnal pleasures
and sensual enjoyments, but they are also practical according to that
Scripture, "For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto
good works, which God hath before ordained, that we should walk in
them I, (Eph. ii. 10). The believer is, therefore, "careful to maintain
good works for necessary uses," practically sympathizing with the poor,
the distressed, the afflicted; and takes a pleasure in doing these things,
not to be seen of ,men, but for the purpose of glorifying His Father
U
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which is in heaven. If injury is done to him, either designedly or
otherwise, whether by men of the world or by 3. fellow-subject of divine
grace, he desires to show by his conduct, that he has really forgiven the
wrong doer, making it manifest thereby that his religion affects him
practically, and that he has the root of the matter-the life of Godwithin.
Lord, do so help both writer and reader of these lines to conduct
themselves, that no reproach may ever be brought upon Thy holy
Name and cause, that men may indeed take knowledge of us that we
have been with Jesus, and have learned of Him, who was meek and
lowly in heart.. Let Thy grace so prevail within, that there may be
a willing, and a doing of Thy good pleasure, that we may be "living
epistles, known and read of all men."
(To be continued.)

OUR LORD OOMPARED TO THE ROSE OF SHAROX AND
THE LILY OF THE VALLEYS.
THE beautiful Song of Solomon is found in the centre of God's Holy
Word, and it contains, to the devout mind and heart, the choicest meditations upon the Person and work of the Lord Jesus Ohrist. It is one
of those lovely spots represented by a beautiful garden, where the
Prince of Peace loves to walk and enjoy the exquisite plants and flowers,
and inhale the many sweet perfumes which are found sweetening and
exhilarating the atmosphere. This Song contains very interesting conversations between our Lord and His Ohurch, which are related in so
perfect a manner that, to use its own phraseology, they become apples
of gold in pictures of silver.
In tue second chapter and first verse we read, "I am the Rose of
Sharon, and the Lily of the valley." We take these words as the
language of the Lord Jesus. He was truth itself. No one else could
say these words of himself without shocking the ears of those who
heard him, for it would be the words of blasphemy, or consummate
conceit and ignorance. But in our Lord's mouth, we receive these
gracious words with reverence and lon-. ,Yhen He was upon earth
He said, "I am the Good Shepherd j " and, on another occasion, "I am
the true Vine." Thus He emphatically asserted His divine nature and
majesty.
In meditating on these words, let us enquire why the Lord Jesus compares Himself to the rose of Sharon? First, because of His beauty.
""Ve know the rose in Eastern countries was considered the most beautiful
of flowers, and it is to this day so esteemed by most, if not all, persons.
The eye likes to behold it, and never tires in seeing and admiring its
beautiful form and colours. The bees and other insects so esteem it.
The rose is indeed tbe prince of flowers j and tbis is one reason for our
Lord calling Himself the Rose of Sharon.
Which of the sons of men can He be compared to? He is the
Sun of Righteousness, and they are but tiny rushlights, owing their
very existence to His power and grace. He is emphatically the beauty
of holiness, and of Him it can be truly said, "Only Thou art holy."
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His holiness was complete and perfect. No other being was thus
beautiful. No wonder that the Church should cry out in adoring language, "He is the chiefest among ten thousand and the altogether
lovely." Can we say this of the Lord Jesus Christ? If so, we have
seen the King in His beauty.
Another reason wby our Lord compares Himself to the rose of
Sharon, is on account of His fragrance. One of the great charms of
the rose is its sweet perfume. How disappointing it is to behold a
fine flower, and, when we attempt to smell it, to find that it has no sweet
scent, or, perhaps, an unpleasant one. Our Lord, however, is like the
rose, because. He is not only most beautiful in form, but delicious in
fragrance. The Church in this Song gives expression to this thought,
and says of her Lord, "Thy Name is as ointment poured forth." This
fragrance in Christ is His goodness and love.
vVe may admire a beautiful or clever person, but it is the sweetness
of love, which has been well called the milk of human kindness, which
lays hold of our hearts. Paul tells us that "scarcely for a righteous
man will one die, but peradventure for a good [benevolent] man some
would even dare to die." It is this sweetness which was so full in our
Lord Jesus, so that He was far beyond all human goodness, having in
Him the fulness of the Godhead bodily, which is divine love.
'Vhat a fragrance there was in 01:1' Lord's behaviour to the children
of men! How tender He was to their faults! How gracious His
invitation, "Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest"! "If any man thirst," He cried, "let him
come unto Me and drink." How He wept over guilty Jerusalem!
·What a fragrance there was in the prayer of our Lord on the cross for
His cruel enemies-" Father, forgive them, for they know not what
they do"! And what a fragrance there was and is in the sacrifice
which He made! He gave Himself for His Church. He atoned for
their sins. He was the Lamb of God, slain from the foundation of
the world, the fragrance of which went up, and still goes up, before
the throne of God, and which will be fragrant to every generation of
helievers.
"Dear Lamb of God, Thy precious blood
Shall never lose its power
Till all the ransomed Church on earth
Be saved to sin no more."
Our Lord testified to God's approval and love of His atonement,
when He said to His disciples, "Herein doth My Father love Me,
hecause I lay down My life for the sheep." The Father had said, "This
is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." It was God's sacrifice,
:md therefore a perfect and fragrant one. vVell may WATTS sing" Not all the blood of beasts
On Jewish altars slain
Could give the guilty conscience peace,
Or wash away the stain.
"But Christ, the heavenly Lamb,
Takes all our sins away;
A sacrifice of nobler name,
And richer blood than they."
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Verily, our Lord is the Rose of Sharon, on account of the solace
which a sense of His blood applied to the conscience gives to the most
wicked of sinners, whom it makes whiter than snow, and, taking away
remorse, replaces it by a "peace which passeth all understanding," and
a love which fixes itself on the Saviour and His divine love, which
neither time nor eternity can ever remove.
The Lord may be compared to the rose of Sharon, because of the
pleasure, which He gives us. Who does not love flowers ~ How they
cheer us in London life! How they please the sick and bedridden on
this sickly earth! Just so is Jesus Christ the Rose of Sharon to sinsick, dep~essed,_ and weary sons and daughters of Adam. I knew a
poor woman who was afflicted for forty years, and her life would have
been intolerable but; for this heavenly Flower. Oh, what beauty and
fragrance and pleasure the Saviour gave to her, when He gave her
Himself and His own great love! ROBERT HALL, whose preaching
gave delight to his hearers, was an afflicted man the gr8ater part of
his life. Whence did he learn to endure his pain ~ It was by beholding this Rose of Sharon. The Apostle Paul, through seeing Christ by
faith, writes, "Most gladly, therefore, will I glory in mine infirmities,
that the power of Christ may rest upon me"; "for when I am weak, then
am I strong." "Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice."
.. Our Jesus shall be still our theme,
While in this world we stay;
We'll sing our Saviour's lovely name
When all things else decay."
Our Lord is compared to the rose of Sharon because the roses of
Sharon were esteemed the best in the land of Israel. The description
may represent the divinity of the Saviour. He was superior to all
the sons of men, who were at their best only inspired, but our Lord
was filled with all the fulness of God. Thus He is mighty to save,
yes, "able to save to the uttermost all that come unto God by Him,"
because of the infinite virtue of His atonement for sin.
Our text tells us that our Lord Jesus is not only to be compared
to the rose of Sharon, but also to the lily of the valleys. He is so on
account of His human nature. He who was Most High condescended to
become flesh, the seed of Abraham. Well may Paul write, "Without
controversy, great is the mystery of godliness, God manifest in the flesh."
He came from the heights of heaven and became as the lily of the
valleys; took upon Him our infirmities, and" bare our sins in His own
body on the tree," making Himself" of no reputation," like a lily in the
lowly valleys. "He was despised and rejected of men." They looked
for a great warrior who would make the earth to tremble, but He came
as the Prince of Peace. He did not come in His own name as an
imposter or mere creature would, and so men thought little of Him,
for He appeared to them "as a root out of a dry ground."
Again, our Lord, because of His purity, was compared to a lily of
the valleys. The lily is not only white, but pure. Our Lord was
purity itself. He had not a spot of sin about Him. "He was without sin,
neither was guilt found in His mouth," His tongue spoke pure words
and noble and divine thoughts. No teacher of mankind ever taught

Tlte Gospel

j)l[agazim.

219

his disciples such wise and holy precepts, so that He is acknowledged,
even by men who disbelieve His divinity, as having a higher morality
than all the philosophers and instructors of the known world. To
imitate Christ, means to become pure in life and in heart, and thus to
show forth His praises for calling them out of darkness into His
marvellous light.
Our Lord was a Lily of the valleys, because of His wondrous
"Though He was rich, yet for our sakes He became
humility.
poor," and "took upon Him the form of a servant." He could
say, "Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me, for I am meek and
lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For My yoke
is easy, and My burden is light." His humility was seen in bearing
the" contradiction of sinners against Himself." " He came to His own,
and they received Him not." Oh, what an amount of humility He
needed to bear their insolence and wickedness towards Him! So" when
He was reviled, He reviled not again; when He suffered, He threatened
not." He" became obedient unto death, evell the death of the cross."
Truly He was the Lily ?f the vrtlleys. His conduct, also, towards
repentant sinners was a proof of His humility. Did He ever rebuke
the penitent 7 Yea, He was not ashamed to eat and drink with such,
so that one of the things brought against Him was that of being the
Friend of sinners. He would say severe things to the hypocritical scribes
and Pharisees, but to poor sinners, desiring to turn from their evil
ways, He said, "Your sins are forgiven; go in peace." Paul records
our Lord's marvellous humility when he wrote: "This is a faithful
saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Jesus Christ came into the
world to save sinners." He was the Lily of the valleys.
Ah !
brethren, if He had remained above, we never could have reached
Him, but now, whosoever will may possess Him who is the Rose
of Sharon and the Lily of the valleys.
Our subject, dear reader, is the glory of Christ, but who can
adequately depict it 1 We might as well try to reach the sta~s, or
measure out the sea in tiny vessels, or count the sands on the seashore!
All illustrations fail" All are too mean to speak His worth,
Too mean to set my Saviour forth;
His beauties we can never trace
Till we behold Him face to face."
Oh, to possess this beautiful Rose and this perfect Lily! Then shall
our minds be taken away from the sorrows and disappointments of
earth, and fixed on Him, whose presence shall dry our tears, strengthen
our hearts, and give us a "joy unspeakable and full of glory." May
God grant it, for His mercy's sake. Amen.

E. W.
GOSPEL holiness includes a heart broken far sin, a heart broken from
sin, and a perpetual conflict with sin.-Samuel Medley.
GRACE cannot be severed from its fruits. If God gives you St.
Paul's faith, you will soon have St. James's works.-Toplady.
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A DREAM AND ITS MEANING.
as a rule, it is the veriest superstition to take notice of
dreams, and the various dream-books professing to interpret what are
lucky or unlucky dreams are amongst the most foolish specimens of
literature it is possible to have, yet, nevertheless, I believe that occasionally God speaks "in a dream, in a vision of the night, when
deep sleep falleth upon men, in slumberings upon the bed; then He
openeth the ears of men, and sealeth their iustruction" (Job xxxiii.
15, 16). In the margin it reads, "He revealeth or uncovereth," and
in the following instance, it seems to me, He revealed, or uncovered,
something of the future.
It was about twenty-seven years since that my cousin had a dream,
which at .the time made a great impression on her, though I am afraid
hut a transient one. It was this: she dreamt that she was asl<lep, and
awoke, and, looking on the right-hand side of the bed, she saw a beautiful face-so beautiful, she had never seen anything like it in nature,
and was unable to describe it, and the quiet, peaceful happiness beaming
from it. At the same time she heard a voice say, "Mark the perfect
man, and behold the upright, for the end of that man is peace." She
then turned, and, looking on the left-hand side of the bed, she saw a
most horrible face, equally indescribable as the other, with all the woe
and misery possible depicted thereon. At the same time the voice said,
"He that, being often reproved, hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be
destroyed, and that without remedy." The contrast and sudden revulsion of feeling really awakened her, and ior some time after, ,,-hen ever
she thought or spoke of this dream, she would involuntarily shudder
at the mere recollection of it.
Now, I had an uncle who, according to the world's estimate of
things, would not be called a wicked man; yet it must be acknowledged
that, as far as spiritual things were concerned, he appeared to be as dead
as a stone, and though he would now and then, as a matter of form,
attend divine service, yet. I never heard of the slightest religious impression having been made upon him. I do remember (as a boy)
hearing him say, when he died he did not want to "lay up long." He
only wanted "time to make his peace with his Maker." As a young
man he had been fond of company, and going with others on what is
called the "spree," and in his old age he was not entirely free from
these early proclivities. W'hile on these" ::pree::," he had had many
narrow escapes and warnings, if rightly viell'ed.
Only a year or so
before this, he had badly sprained his ankle, and had to go on crutches
for a long time.
Soon after the time of the above-mentioned dream, he went out
with some neighbouring farmers for a day's hunting, and at the end
of the day went home with one of them (an old school-fellow), and it
is feared that during the day and evening he had too much to drink.
However, he started home about ten p.m., and instead of coming by
road, evidently intended to shorten the distance by crossing some fields.
But hardly had he left the road than he appears to have stumbled into
a pond, and must have been seized with cramp (to which he was subject),
and suffocated, as the water was not deep enough to drown him, in the
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usual sense. He was found next morning lying face downward, and
the water frozen around him, part of his bald head just showing above
the ice. Such was my poor uncle's sad end, and my father said at the
time, "The first part of Mary's dream has come true."
It is of my own dear father I will now speak as fulfilling, I believe,
the second part, though some years later. My beloved father was on
his dying bed, and the day before his death he called his children who
were at home, and thus addressed them: "My dear children, there is
no strength like the strength that t1'ue religion gives you. All that the
world has cannot make you happy. God is a God of strength. He
can support His children at all times, in all places." Then, addressing
two of his sons, he said, "My boys, never trust in anything but the
tme Gospel. Aim ever to go where the Gospel is preached, the sum and
substance of which is 'Jesus Ohrist, and Him crucified,' which is the
religion that will stand by one in life and death. It is the cleansing
power of blood, Jesus' blood, that cleanses our guilty souls from sin.
That is the fountain that washes all our guilt away, so that we are
clean, without spot." He paused a moment, and then, his eyes sparkling
and lit up with a heavenly light, he continued, "I had such a sweet
time this afternoon with Jesus-such a sweet visit! I have been trying
to tell your mother about it, but we are slow to comprehend spiritual
things, and my powers fail to express my thoughts. Dear HART'S
hymns have been much blessed to me; and that hymn they sung up
at the church ~:'-would that it were apprecii!tted mOl'e"I dare not trust the sweetest frame,

But wholly trust in Jesus' name;
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand;
All other ground is sinking Eand.

" Yes; 'all other ground -is sinking sand.'

But I am standing OD

that Rock, Jesus Christ" and dl the wild billows of Satan's wrath

cannot prevail against it. The tempter often tries, but cannot move
me from that Rock. That is the Rock, the eternal Rock, the sure
Foundation. The gates of hell cannot prevail against it. 'Give us this
day our daily bread.' Ah! I have tasted of that Bread to-day. That
is the Bread of Life, sweet to the taste, eating which, we shall never
hunger more. This is the Bread which feeds, and sustains, and
nourishes spiritual life. 'Thy will be done,' not DU?" will be done.
Blessed be His name, He has brought me through troubles and afflictions. It is His will we should have clouds as well as sunshine, fOT
'whom He loveth He chasteneth,' and His chastening is not grievous,
but precious. Oh, those precious doctrines have been a comfort to me
through life! The doctrines-election, predestination, the final perseverance and triumph ef the saints-God's elect. His sheep sharl
triumph in the end. God gives them everlasting consolation, and God
will give them everlasting rest." . . . . .
His strength then failed him, and it was on the following morning,
the Sabbath Day, that he entered into his everlasting rest-a day of
;, St. Luke's, Prestonville.
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rest begun on earth, and continued in heaven, never more to end.
"Mark the perfect man [in Christ], and behold the upright, for the
end of that man is peace."
Willesden.
E. A.
[Just previously to the receipt of the foregoing letter, the passage
our correspondent quotes-" Mark the perfect man, and behold the
upright, for the end of that man is peace "-had been so much upon
the mind. It certainly had a blessed fulfilment in his father's case.
In our recent musing upon the passage, a leading thought was the
interval, ere yet the end had arrived-that it bespoke trial and conflict,
but that the issue and result was "peace "-yea, that peace which
"passeth all understanding." Peace! peace! the rich bestowment of
Him who is emphatically the" Prince of Peace."
With respect to the other Scripture our correspondent names-CC He
that, being often reproved," &c.-we can give no adequate idea of the
weight with which that solemn Scripture has been laid upon the mind,
and of what trembling of soul we have been the subject, lest it should
have fulfilment in the case of anyone near and dear to us. Oh, to
what ardent pleadings and intense wrestlings has it led at the mercyseat! How has the Lord been entreated and implored that such a
direful end might never befall one of our loved ones !-Eu.]
DIARY OF THE LATE REV. N. CHALLIS.
(Concluded from pagc 160.)

January 1st, 1890.-How transitory is the present time-state! " "Vhat
is your life ~ It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and
then vanisheth away." The years, as they come and go, serve to remind
us that cc here have we no continuing city." Help me, 0 my gracious
God, to redeem the time! Make the remnant of my days to be more
devoted to Thy fear and entirely consecrated to Thy service. To-night,
the wife and daughter are gone to Mary-le-port, to hear Mr. ORMISTON.
Jam/4ry 26th.-" Thy God hath commanded thy strength" (Ps a.
lxviii. 28). 'Words given in answer to prayer. I would humbly and
hopefully wait for the fulfilment of this gracious assurance. May the
Lord graciously enable me to wait for Him, as well as to wait upon
Him, until He think fit to appear for my deliverance.
January 31st.-" Stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which
He will show to you to-day." These words, given in the early morning,
when I rose from prayer, were as a ray of light in the darkness, and
excited a hope that the Lord would appear during the day. The first
delivery of letters brought a letter from the Vicar of Worton, near
Devizes, containing a request that I would take his duty for three
weeks, during his absence from home. Thus the Lord did most graciously
appear. Ob, for a trustful heart! Oh, to be enabled to walk by
faith! "He is faithful that hath promised."
February 21id.- Went this morning, accompanied by my dear wife,
to St. Vverburgh's Church, to hear Mr. DENING. The sermon was a
good one, but his very fluent, rapid utterance prevents profitable
hearing.
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Felyruary 3ra.-" Fear thou not, for I am with thee; be not dismayed,
for I am thy God; I will strengthen thee: yea, I will help thee: yea,
Very
I will uphold thee with the right hand of My righteousness."
seasonable.
February 18th.-It was dark. My soul was in darkness and" disquieted within me," for there was not a streak of light to excite hope
of deliverance. The throne of grace was my refuge, if haply relief
might be obbained; and relief sought was relief found, for, whilst
pouring out my soul in supplication, the words of a hymn writer came
forcibly to the mind, and awakened hope in my soul-

:' Prayer makes the darkened cloud withdraw;
Prayer climbs the ladder Jacob saw;
Gives exercise to faith and love;
Brings every blessing from above."
The next morning's post indicated that deliverance would not be long
delayed. "He is faithful that hath promised."
"The promise may be long delayed,
But cannot come too late."

March l3th.-Very precious are these words, which were given to
me in the early morning of this day, "Yet the Lord will command His
loving-kindness in the daytime, and in the night His song shall be
with me, and my prayer unto the God of my life." Again and again
do they recur to me, and are very assuring and comforting. I am not
without hope that "I shall yet praise Him for the help of His
countenance.' I
Marcl~ l5th.-I have been silent, not having spoken in the Name of
the Lord since October 31st; but, now that the Lord has opened for
me once more a door of utterance at iNorton, near Devizes, I desire to
go forth in His Name and strength, to publish His Name and Word on
the morrow. May His presence go with me, and abide with me; and
may His Spirit be present to apply the word spoken to the hearts and
consciences of the people. God has said, "My Word shall not return
void."
March 17th.-Once again I have been to minister in the Name of the
Lord to the people of vVorton, near Devizes. I trust the Lord gave
the word, and that He gave a blessing therewith. Some of His people
were present to hear and receive. God, of His rich mercy, very greatly
strengthened and sustained me. May His adorable Name be glorified!
Manh 231't1.-I was privileged again on this day to minister to the
people of W orton, when, I have reason to think, the Spirit of the Lord
was present with us, as some of the people professed to have heard the
"Not unto (me), Q Lord, but unto Thy Name be the
word gladly.
praise, for Thy mercy and Thy truth's sake."
March 30th.-Went in the evening to St. Luke's, Bedminster, to hear
Dr. DOUDNEY, and greatly enjoyed the occasion. His text was, "If
thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in
thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be
saved" (Rom. x. 9). Having briefly stated why he selected the words
for a text, he proceeded to preach a truthful discourse, of an experi-
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mental character, with his wonted vigour, and in weighty words. May
he still "bring forth fruit in old age."
April 6tl!.-ln the evening of this day went to Mary-Ie-port Church,
to hear Mr. ORlIIISTON preach a sermon to the young. The subject was
the offering up of Isaac, of whom he spoke as a type of every saved
sinner (Heb. xi. 17-19). A choice sermon, in which he gave utterance
to many striking thoughts and weighty words. May many young
people receive spiritual instruction through the instrumentality of this
faithful expositor of God's Word.
April 12th.-Received a telegram from the Vicar of Worton, Devizes,
requesting me to go and take the full duty on the following day,
because he had' been taken ill on the previous night, to which I acceded,
and went. I found my dear friend much better, but still not feeling
equal to the work j yet he was able to attend both services. My
gracious Master and Lord favoured me with His presence on both
occasions by giving me utterance and enlargement. May His Name be
glorified in and through me, the weakest and unworthiest of Hi;,; instruments. The people were attentive, especially in the evening. Texts,
John xii. 24, and Colossians iii. 3.
April 27th.-The sixty-first anniversary of my birthday. I have
lived these sixty-one years an object of God's long-suffering and compassion. I am still an unprofitable servant to Thee, 0 Lord! As the
barren fig tree, not yet cut down, but spared, may it be to serve Thee
faithfully in the Gospel of Thy grace. Preached in the morning at
St. Luke's, Bedminster, and took the entire service. The Lord
graciously favoured me by giving me strength and utterance, and freedom from the fear of man. Thanks be to His great Name.
May 4th.-Having this day received a letter from my friend the
Vicar of W orton, near Devizes, naming Tuesday next for an interview
relative to an offer of partial work in his parish, which he made me
some time since, I and my dear wife hope to go, if the Lord wiU, on
the day named by him. This matter I submit to Thee, most gracious
God, humbly requesting Thee so to determine it as shall most conduce
to Thine honour and glory. If by Thy all-wise appointment we go
thither, may Thy presence go with us. "If Thy presence go not with
us, carry us not up hence!"
May 6th.-We went by appointment to Worton, and had a pleasant
interview with our friends, Mr. and Mrs. ALDRIDGE. He has written
to the Bishop of Salisbury to ask his permission for me to be his fellowhelper j the matter is therefore now in a state of suspense. Determine the case for us, 0 Lord. Into Thy hands would I commit myself
and my dear wife and daughter.
May 10th.-" 0 Israel, thou shalt not be forgotten of Me." A very
sweet whisper in the early morning.
May 18th and 25th.-On these two Lord's Days I took the duty at
W orton for the Rev. A. E. ALDRIDGE, when, in my ministrations, I was
greatly troubled with difficulty of breathing, but it was a time for the
manifestation of God's grace towards me, for then did my most gracious
Lord make His" strength perfect in my weakness." The good Lord
also gave me a fair amount of freedom of speech in ministering to the
people. I would ever go forth in Thy Name and strength, 0 Lord.
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Glorify Thy great Name through me, if consistent with Thy holy will.
Let me always have respect unto the honour of Thy holy Name. Save
me from a self-seeking spirit.
June 4th.-A word in the early morning: "Be ye not as the horse,
<>1' as the mule, which have no understanding; whose mouth must be
held in with bit and bridle, lest they come near unto thee." Graciously
enable me, 0 Lord, to give heed to this loving counsel.
June 23rd.-On this day we removed from Ashley Down, Bristol, to
¥lorton. We were greatly favoured by our good and gracious God
with fair weather for the removal of our furniture, which was conveyed
without much damage. Our kind friends, Mr. and Mrs. ALDRIDGE,
hospitably entertained us for two days, and then we entered our comfortable old home, provided for us by a beneficent Providence. Here
may we have "the blessing of the Lord, which maketh rich." "In
this place" may He give us "peace" !
June 29th .-Commenced my ministrations to this people by reading
Prayers. Mr. ALDRIDGE, the Vicar, preached.
COllIlIIENTS.

[How little did our dear departed friend and brother imagine, and
much less did he foresee, in regard to the place where he so earnestly
desired that the Lord would give peace, that within so short a time
he should from that very place" ente1' into peace "-that peace which
was to prove an eternal peace-a peace that would never be broken
or interrupted; a peace where he would everlastingly dwell with the
Prince of Peace! We ask our readers if the diary of our departed
brother has not confirmed our testimony in rE'gard to him, as to the
meekness and simplicity of his character?
THE EDITOR.

TO-DAY, NOT TO-MORROW!
READER, how much nearer we may be to the close of our earthly
career than we imagine. Some seemingly trifling and most unsuspected
ailment may serve speedily to arrest our course, and bid us take a
speedy farewell to all things here. When we consider how simple a
thing may stop the heart'il action as in a moment, it may well indeed
cause us to sit loosely to things of earth, a:1d remind us forcibly of
His words who said, "Be ye also ready, for in such an hour [not day,
or week, 01' month, but hour IJ as ye think not the Son of man cometh."
Oh, then, with this caution before us, and with so many proofs of the
need of such admonition, by .the constant occurrences of daily life, how
well may we hold with a loose hand all human t,hings, but likewise
regard with less weight and importance the cares alJd anxieties which
are inseparable from our mortal state and condition. The Lord may
cut short our stay here as in a moment. In this light, therefore, we
may well" take no thought "-that is, no anxious thought-" for the
morrow," but let the morrow "take thought for the things of itself;
for sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof."

D. A. D.
Q
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HEART-SIGHS AND SOUL-CRIES.
BY A POOR WIDOW.

" Oh that I knew where I might find Him! "-J OB xxiii. 3.
"OH that I knew where I might find Him!" Among all the various
kinds and orders of God'fl intellectual creation, there is not one that
uses this language besides a murmuring saint in this lower world. As
for all other spirits, whether dwelling in the flesh or not, their wishes
are expressed in a very different manner, nor do they seek and long to
find out an absent God. If we ascend up to heaven, and enquire there
what are the wishes of those blesseu spirits, we shall find that their
enjoyment is 'so great and so glorious, and their satisfaction rises so
high in the immediate presence of God, that they have nothing of this
nature left to wish for; for they know that their God is with them,
and all they wish is what they are prepared to enjoy-that this God
will be with them for ever. If we descend into the regions of hell,
where God reigns in vengeance, we shall hear those unhappy spirits
groaning out many a faithful wish, "Oh that I knew where I might
avoid Him! that I might get out of His sight, out of His reach and
notice for ever! I feel His awful presence, and oh that it were
possible for me to be for ever absent from Him, and to find a place
where God is not! " If we take the wings of the morning, and fly to the
uttermost parts of the eastern or the western world, we shall find the
language of those ignorant heathen, "Oh that I knew where I might
find food and plenty, and all sensual delights!" but they send not a
wish after the Great God, He has been so many ages absent from
them and their fathers. He is unknown to them, and they have no
desires working in them after an unknown God. If we tarry at home,
and survey the bulk of mankind around us, the voice of their wishes
sounds much the same as that of the heathen world, "Oh that I knew
where I might find trade and merchandise-riches and honours-corn,
wine, and oil-necessites or the superfluous luxuries of life," but God
is not in all their thoughts. If th-ey frequent the temples and attend
the seasons of worship, they are well enough satisfied ,,"ith outward
forms without the light of God in them. There is no natural man,
with sincere longing of soul, cries, "Oh that I knc\v "here I might
find Him!"
Vve come now t.o a mourning saint, that has once enjoyed His
presence, that has felt Him preciou~, when He bas been pleased to shed
those blessed streams of love into his soul, and caused him to rejoice
in Him who is the altogether lovely; one that has felt to be an undone sinner, deserving hell, and no hope in himself but eternal death;
and has found in Him all that his soul netds, and delivered from
self and sin and Satan, and been brought nigh by the blood of the
dear Lamb of God, that can cleanse the blackest soul. But the blessed
Oomforter that has relieved his soul, has now withdrawn His blessed
presence, and the enemies of his soul are come out in array against
him; his sins stare him in the face, and weigh him down, and he
seems drawing nigh to the gates of death. "I am become like one
that goes down into the pit," and I cry and shout, but He seems to
regard me not. Oh that I knew where I might find Him! that I could
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come even to His seat!" "Oh that it were with me as in times past,
when the candle of the Lord shone about me, when by His light I
walked through darkness!" And when at times He has hid His face,
and I have mourned for Him, He has come as a near Friend to my
help, to comfort and revive me; when the enemies of my soul have
been too strong for me, He has scattered them before me, or subdued
them under me. And, being held up by His everlasting arms, I have
stood my ground, and borne up my head under the weight of heavy
sorrows; but now I am attacked on all sides-my soul wrestles hard
with sin and temptations, and I find no assistance, no victory. I sink
under my present sorrows, for my God, my Strength and my Comforter,
is absent and afar off.
"Oh that I knew where I might find Him!" My God was wont
to deal with me as a compassionate Friend. When Satan accused, He
has justified; He has shown me the all-sufficient sacrifice of His Son,
and that spotless righteousness of His which has answered all the
demands of His own holy law, and cancelled all the charges of guilt
that the devil or my own conscience could bring against me. He has
taught me by faith to put my soul under the sprinklings of His sacred
blood, and to wrap around me the robe of His divine righteousness;
He Himself has arrayed me in the garments of salvation. But now
the army of my sim rises up before me, and overwhelms my spirits
with many terrors; Satan, the accuser, urges on the charge, whilst my
Saviour and His righteousness are, as it were, hidden from me.
"Oh that I knew where I might find Him!" Many a censure have
I borne from men, and had my reputation assailed, and my name
blackened with many a scandal j but when man reproached me, God
has undedaken my cause, and made "my righteousness shine as the
light, and my innocence as the noonday." I could then pour out my
soul before Him, tell Him all my sorrows in flowing lang1lage, and
feel sweet relief. But now, alas! troubles and reproaches are mUltiplied
upon me, and He does not seem to take my part; my spirit is bound
and shut up, and I am cut off from that free converse, that humble,
holy intimacy which I once enjoyed with my God. I cry out of wrong,
but I am not heard; I cry aloud, but there is no judgment. Will He
not help me to pray ~ will He not hear my groans and requests ~
"Hath God forgotten to be gracious ~ " Yet will I seek His face still;
and "Oh that I knew where I might find Him!"
Often have I seen Him in His own ordinances, in the place of public
worship; I have seen His glory in the sanctuary j I have found Him
in secret corners, and my meditations of Him have been exceedingly
sweet; in dark retirements He has smiled on my soul, and has often
given me reviving light. I have found Him in His works, and I have
had favoured sight of Him in His Word. I can name the places, the
pleasant places in my Bible, and say, "I have seen the face of my God
here." But now the Bible itself is like a sealed book, or like a strange
language which I cannot understand. I have not the voice of my God
speaking to me there. I go forward to His promises, and read what
He will do for His people, but I perceive Him not; backward to His
past providences, or to my own experiences, and view what He has
done, but there is a darkness too. I turn to my left hand amongst
Q

2
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His works of nature, but I do not see Him; I seek Him on my right
hand amongst His works of grace, yet still He hides Himself that I
cannot behold Him. I wander in the night. and enquire after Him.
"I watch for Him more than they that watch for the morning: I say,
more than they that watch for the morning."
" Oh that I knew where I might find Him!" Surely it is no wonder
that I am so impatient under the painful sense of His present distance
from me, and I am so importunate for His return, for I have known
the dreadful cause of utter distance from Him in a state of nature and
sin, and I have known and tasted. something of the pleasure of being
brought nigh by grace. And now I dread everything that looks like
the old distance-that estrangement. I would fain renew those divine
pleasures of a returning and a reconciled God. "Oh that I knew
where I might find Him!" Besides, I bethink myself, and say,
"What shall I do without a God ~" for I find all creatures utterly
iusufficient to relieve and help m~, and I have known something of
God's all-sufficiency. He has been my Helper in six troubles, and in
seven He is my only Hope. When creatures stand aloof from me, and
each of them say there is no help for me, whither should I go then
but to my God. "Oh that I knew where I might find Him!" I have
been so much used to live upon Him, and have found His divine aids
and influences so necessary to my life and peace, that I sink and die
at His absence. I feel within my soul a sort of heavenly instinct,
that I want His presence and cannot live without Him. I know that
He stands in no need of me, for He gives to all His creatures life,
and breath, and being, but I need His counsels and His comforts, His
strength and His love. My soul is touched with such a divine influence,
that it cannot rest while God withdraws, as the needle trembles and
hunts after the hidden loadstone. If my God retire and hide Himself,
He will forgive a creature that loves Him so as to follow hard after
Him without ceasing, and is impatient and restless till he search Him
out.
"Oh that I knew where I might find Him ~ " Though God is
pleased to depart from me for a season, yet I cannot let go all my
hopes; He hides Himself from my soul, yet I dare not think Him an
enemy, but only a concealed Friend. If I could get near Him, even to
His seat, I know I should find it a mercy-seat, though judgment may sit
there. There, too, it is a throne of grace, says a Christian, because
Jesus is there with the blood of atonement; and, having such an High
Priest over the house of God, and such a new and living way of access
by the blood of Ohrist, I will seek after Him, and address myself to Him;
" I will confess mine iniquities before Him, and be sorry for my sins,"
which may have beclouded or eclipsed my heavenly Sun, and hid His
face from me. I fear I have grieved His blessed Spirit, and provoked Him
to withdraw His kind influences. As for the children of God that live in
the light of their Father's countenance, they walk with Him daily and
hourly, they behold Him near them by the eye of faith, and they feel
the sweet influences of His gracious presence. Their highest ambition
and their dearest wishes are, " Oh that He might abide for ever with me,
and keep me for over near to Himself!" The words of this Scripture
therefore can only be the language of a saint on earth in distress and
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darkness, when God who was wont to vidt him with divine commudcations, and to meet him in his addresses to the throne of grace, has withdrawn Himself for a season, and left the soul to grapple with many
difficulties alone. This was the case of that holy man whose sorrow
and compla.ints have furnished out almost a whole book of Scriptures,
and supplies all succeeding ages with the forms and speeches of pious
mourning. It is the voice of sacred impatience that Job here utters,
and, by a plain paraphrase, we may learn both the meaning and the
reason of such language, and be taught by his example to lament after
an absent God. Let us suppose the saint therefore pouring out his
soul in such sort of expressions as these, in which I shall not
entirely confine myself to the darkness of the dispensation under which
Job lived, but indulge in the language of the New Testament to
personate a murmuring Christian :"Time was, when I had a God near me, and, upon every new distress
and difficulty, I made Him my present Refuge; I was wont to call upon
Him in an hour of darkness and distress, and He shone upon my path
with divine light. He has often taught me to read my duty in His
providence or in His Word, or by some hints of His own Spirit even,
while I have been kneeling at the throne of grace. But now I find
not my several signs and tokens, my Guide and my Counsellor is
withdrawn. 'Oh that I knew where I might find Him!' He was once
my kind Assistant in every duty, and He was my Support under
every trial and difficulty. I have found the grace of my Lord sufficient
for me in my sharpest conflicts j His. strength has appeared in my
darkness (when my spiritual enemies have beset ree round), as my
light, my strength and comfort. Now, will I cease grieving for His
absence till He returns again 1 Come, 0 Eternal Spirit, come and
awaken all my powers to follow hard after my Father and my God;
come and invigorate my faith, and lead me to the Mediator, the
blessed Jesus. Ccme open to me the promises, and let me into the
covenant of His unchangeable love ratified and sealed with blood. If
ever I find my God again, it is there I know I must find Him j
Christ is the only way to the Father; it is by the interest of the 80n,
I shall get near to Him, even to His seat. Then will I pour out all
my woes and my wants in His sight j I will order my cause before Him,
and fill my mouth with arguments. Will He plead against me with
His great power ~ No j but He will put strength in me, and give
access, and suffer me to prevail with Him. Then, when I have found
Him whom my soul loveth, I will hold Him fast and not let Him
go. I will charge all the powers and passions of my nature not t(}
yield to one sinful desire, nor provoke Him to depart j for He is my
everlasting and my almighty Friend. Then, though I should have a
thousand enemies set themselves against me, I would not be afraid j
yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will
fear no evil, for I have found my God, and my God is within me.
Amen."
COMMENTS.

Beloved-poor tried and troubled one-your own words solve the
problem j they explain the mystery. Say you, "I have been so much
used to live upon Him, and have found His divine aids and influences
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so necessary to my life and peace, that I sink and die at His absence.
-I feel within my soul a sort of heavenly instinct that I want His
presence, and cannot live without Him."
Here is the secret, beloved. You could not miss what you had never
had. But for the personal, practical insight into these divine mysteries,
and the experimental enjoyment of His own sweet smile and His own
divine presence, you would not encounter the blank, nor feel the privation, nor realize the gloom and seeming desertion of which you are
now the subject. It is the past indulgence that leads to the present
importunity. It is the past light that discovers the present darkness.
But can He finally and for ever forsake ~ Perish the thought!
What! deny Himself ~ Forfeit His word ~ Forego His purposes of
love and mercy ~ Break His covenant ~ Impossible! As well could
He quit His throne, and cease to be. Bound up in the bundle of life
with Him, and you and your Heavenly Husband must live or fall
together. He pledged Himself-He hath bound Himself by covenant
'and oath-He" hath sworn by Himself, because He could swear by no
greater," that "He will see you again, that your heart shall rejoice;
that your joy no man taketh from you." He saith-and who dare
dispute His word, or deny His authority ~-" Because I live ye shall
live also."
Be it yours, therefore, poor troubled one, to"Tarry His promise, then,
And, though He tarry, wait;
His presence may be long delayed,
But cannot come too late."
THE EDITOR.

TRIALS

AND

TRIUMPHS.

To R. F., C--R.
THE perusal of the letters you sent us awakened an amount of
sympathy for the writers which baffles description. We sought, as best
we could, to lay their cases before the Lord. He, and He alone, can
sustain; He, and He alone, deliver! By comparison, we could but think
of our own so great mercies, and mentally exclaim, "Why me, Lord ~
Why should I be spared such keen, heart· crushing trials as have thus
fallen to the lot of others~" To His great mercy is to be ascribed
His sparing us personally such sorrow. Truly," He stayeth His rough
wind in the day of the east wind." In spite, however, of His visitations-to the onlooker so overwhelming in both appearance and apprehension-yet how marvellously does the Lord sustain and uphold the
special subject of the sorrow or the anguish. He does at the very
time, and under the circumstances (however keen and, to others,
seemingly desperate), so verify his promises, "As thy days so shall
thy strength be"; "My grace is sufficient for thee; My strength
is made perfect in weakness." Aye, and at the very time, not only
"underneath are the everlasting arms," but there i~, in spite of all,
both a solace and a surrender that prompt the troubled one secretly
to exclaim, "Shall we receive good at the hand of the Lord, and shall
we not receive evil~" "Shall not the Judge of all the earth do
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rill;ht 1" Yes, and there is, at the same time, a practical sympathy
with Job when a~aln he exclaims, "He knoweth the'llway that I
take, and, when He hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold." It
is at such times, and under such circumstances, he adopts, personally
and experimentally, the words of the blessed HART"Boast not, ye sons of earth,
Nor look with scornful eyes;
Above your highest mirth
My saddest hours I prize;
For, though my cup seems fill'd with gall,
A something secret sweetens all."
Ah! that "something secret" is only known, felt, and rejoiced in by
the Spirit-taught and the Spirit-led. It is among the rich treasures of
the household of faith, the Lord's own adopted sons and daughters.
They are part and parcel of the divine records, a glance at which the
Lord now and again gives His children, when He calls them into the
presence-chamber; and these calls are generally-if not invariablyidentified with trial or sorrow or affliction of some sort, the which the
Lord, in His infinite wisdom and boundless love, uses as His instruments for interviews and communications and fellowship. Yea, it is by
trouble of mind, body, or estate, as instruments, He says to His
chosen, His redeemed, His purchased ones, "Let Me see thy face;
lrt Me hear thy voice; for sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance is
comely." And the personal discovery of these facts, and the individual
realiz'l.tion of the nature and operation of sanctified sorrow and blessed
affliction, is in connection with the "afterwa:-d." 'When at length,
brought forth under the Lord's delivering hand, in the retracing there
is so lively a sense and undoubted a conviction that the Lord-and
the Lord alone-was the Sustainer and Upholder under such and such
trials. Ah! and there i.;; the craving too, for the renewal of that
"something secret,," which WetS so sovereignly and supernaturally
identified with the trial. These reviews and remembrances partake, in
their measure and degree, of what must have been the feelings of the
three Hebrews, as they subsequently thought upon their heavenly
enjoyment in the immediate presence of Jesus, although in the burning fiery furnace. The happiest time they ever spent on earth was
in that furnace; and there are thousands of the dear family of God
prepared to testify that the most privileged seasons they ever
THE EDITOR.
experienced were times of trial.

THE PORTRAIT.
THE Rev. B. D. ALDWELL is one of our oldest clerical friends.
He
was ordained in 1842, by our late beloved Bishop, in the Cathedral of
Waterford, and was appointed Vicar to his present sphere of labour,
at St. Luke's, Southsea, in the year 1864, so that his ministry in his
present parish has extended over a period of twenty-seven years. He
is a true lover of the doctrines of grace, and has constantly opposed the
subtle artifices of Rome, whether presented by the avowed Papist, or
his "apist," the Ritualist.
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THE LOVE OF OHRIST.
OH, not the mdiant crown
Of'glory pure and bright;
Oh, not the glistening robe
Of stainless, snowy white;
But Christ's own everlasting love
Will be my joy of joys above.

Oh, not the river clear,
Which from the Throneproceeds;
Oh, not the Clystal streams
Which flow in lilied meads;
But Christ's own everlasting love
Will be my joy of joys above.

Oh, not the glittering harp
Of music sweet and rare;
Ob, not the fadeless palm,
The triumph-symbol fair;
But Christ's own everlasting love
Will be my joy of joys above.

Oh, not the gleaming halls
Where loved ones never die,
Where tcar-drors never fall,
Where shadows never lie;
But Christ's own ~verlasting love
Will be my joy of joys above.

Oh, not the waveless sea
Of mingled fire and glass;
Oh, not the golden street
Where shining angels pass;
But Christ's own everlasting love
Will be my joy of joys above.

Oh, not the seraph-train,
Oh, not the saintly throng;
Oh not the living star
That lit my pathway long;
But Christ's own everlastin glove
Will be my joy of joys above.

Oh, not the jasper wall
Of calm, celestial glow;
Oh. not the pearly gates
Through which the ransomed go;
But Christ's own everlasting love
Will be my joy of joys above.

o Christ, as

Thine own love
Will be my joy of joys,
When I behold Thy face
In happy Paradise,
So may it be my strength and stay,
My solace and my bliss to-day.
ISA.

[We thought it somewhat remarkable that, just before tbe post
brought the foregoing to band, cur mind had been so led out in meditating upon tbe great fact that JESUS, in His own diyine and glorious
Person, is the great attraction of heaven. It is not prophets, apostles,
martyrs; it is Dot "t be general assembly and Church of the first-born,
whose Dames are written in heaven"; it is not the "great cloud of
witnesses," among wbom are so many we once knew al rl lowd 011 farth,
and whom we long to follow to the skies-oh, DO, it is not these,
happy as we shall be to join their company, and unite in the uni"ersal,
uninterrupted, and untiring song of the redeemed and glorified, but it
is JESUS-JESUS-will be the one grand and glorious Object of universal
attraction and delight. If on earth He was I. all our salvation and all
our desire," oh, how that feeling will be intensified in His OVin immediate presence! We love thcse~lines"Were I in heaven without my God,
It were no heaven to me."
And how commonly do we mentally sing"Do not I love Thee, dearest L )rd ?
Oh, search this heart and see;
And from my bosom tear the part
That beats not true to Thee. '-ED.]
WE should be in a bad condition indeed, if our salvation was suspended on conditions of .our own performiug.-Tnplady.
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TALK ABOUT THE SALVATION ARMY.
By THE EDITOR.
A.-WHAT is your opinion of the Salvation Army?
B.-Well, it is one of those matters about which I had rather say
little or nothing.
A.-Why so? Don't you think it is a movement of great importance, and that it has done a vast amount of good 1
B.-That it may have effected some changes-and great changes, too
--I neither dispute nor deny.
A.-Where can there be a I!reater benefit, or more lasting and important good, than the reformation it has wrought? See the drunkard~
it has nclaimed, the thieves it has reformed, the cruel husbands and
the heartless fathers it has turned into the most devoted of men, in
these so responsible relationships.
B.-I by no means call in question these facts, but am quite ready
to admit of the reformation of which you speak, and upun which you
justly lay so great a stress.
A.-Then what more can you require? Do we not read, in reg::J.rd
to marks and proofs of a change of heart, of new and vital principles,
"By their fruits shall ye know them"?
B-Quite true. I fully endorse what, you say.
A.-Then what more can you want 1
B.-My argument is this, that nformation is one thing, but ?'egenen:.tion quite another.
A.-But how are you to know the one from the other, but by the
change that is effected? And wherein can there be a more real 0'1'
vital change than in such ca"es as those already named-the drunkard
becoming a sober man, the tymut a loving husband and father, the
thief strictly honest, and the very atheist a lover of God's house and
an ad Yocate of His truth?
B.-I readily acknowledge the force of your remarks, rather than
attempt to deny them.
A. -Then why demur?
B.-"VeIl, then, my argument is this, that the changes of which you
speak are so great and so important, that it is time, and time only,
that, can prove their real and lasting character.
A.-I am glad you lay stress upon the greatness of the change.
B.-I do; and, moreover, I am fully prepared to allow that it is
the vastness of the change-the total difference in both lip and life of
the parties concerned, that renders the case so difficult ,to decide.
A.- You remember what the Apostle says, "If any man be in Christ,
he is a new creature; old· things are passed away; behold, all things are
become new."
B.-I well remember the Apostle's statement; and it is upon such
facts I ground my argument that time must prove the test, as to what
has effected so great changes as those of which you speak. The more
marked the change the greater the difficulty in deciding its real
character.
A.-1 can't help thinking you are entertaining suspicion where there
is no real reason for it..
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B.-I have Scripture on my side, and that is the only real standard
to abide by:
A.-What proof have you that the Bible is on your side 1
B.-Abundant proof.
A.-Give me an example.
B.-Take the parable of the sower, and remember it was our Lord's
own words j and mark, it was the same seed sown, and by the same
sower.
A.-Well, and what of that 1
B.--Only note the difference of its effects; some fell by the wayside,
some UpOI! stony places, some among thorns, and other sown upon good
ground.
A.-And what then 1
B.-What then 1 Why, mark the vast distinction, as declared by the
Lord Himself. That which was sown by the wayside was caught away
by the wicked one; that which was sown in stony places, and received
with joy (mark this), only endured for a time, but gave way when
tribulation or persecution arose; that which was sown among thorns
was choked by the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches.
A.-You mean, then, to say that, there was only one-fourth part of
the seed sown that was of lasting service 1
B.-It is not what I have to say upon the matter, but what the
Lord Himself said. They are not my words, but Eis!
A.-That seems to me hard, especially as far as the sower himself
is concerned.
B.-It may appear so at first sight; but do not lose sight of the
great fact with respect to the Lord Himself, that, although "God so
loved the world, that He ~ave His only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth ill Him should not perish, but have everlasting life"; nevertheless, "He was despised and rejected of men, a man of sorrows and
acquainted with grief;" yea, "He came unto His own, and His own
received Him not"-that is, He came as a Jew, but His brethren the
Jews rejected Him, and, as a race, to this day declare, "We will not
have this Man to rule over us."
A.-Still, is it not discouraging that men should thus labour in vain,
and spend their strength for nought 1
B.-Not for nought, when you take into considera ion the infinite
value of an immortal soul. Were the sower, or the minister, or whoever the instrument might be, only blessed, as a means or a messenger,
to a single soul through a whole lifetime of labour, he would by no
means have laboured in vain. Only ponder for a moment upon the
great fact, that it is the rescuing a never-dying soul from everlasting
perdition i-a plucking him as a brand from eternal burnings!
A.-Ah ! that's something to think of iodeed.
B.-Verily, it is so. Hence lost labour so called, should never have
a place in a minister's or messenger's mind. Besides, the distinct
nature of his commission is, to "sow beside all waters"; yea, his orders
distinctly are, "In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening
withhold not thine hand: for thou knowest not whether shall prosper,
either this or that, or whether they both shall be a.like good" (Eccles.
xi. 6).
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'A.-There is one matter, however, upon which you have touched that
I am' bound to say has given me concern.
B.-What is that 1
A.-Why, it was where you spoke of the Word being received with
JOY, but it's giving way when tribulation or persecution arise.
B.-Ah ! I'm very glad you have alluded to that, for herein consists,
I may say, the very gist of the argument. It is here I so essentially
differ from the so-called Salvation Army's pursuits and practices; and
it is upon this same principle I contend for the need of time and test,
in order to prove the reality or abiding character of the work. You
remember 40w great stress the Apostle lays upon the fact, that, "Every
man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because
it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of
what sort it is" (1 Cor. iii. 13); and with equal force does the Apostle
Peter declare that there was a "needs be" that those whom he
addressed should be "in heaviness through manifold temptations," in
order, he says, "that the trial of your faith, being much more precious
than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found
unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ"
(1 Peter i. 7). Then mark the patterns and examples given in the 11th
of Hebrews, of those who suffered for Christ's sake, of whom, it is distinctly stated, "the world was not worthy"; but who were called of
God, as was the Apostle Paul himself, to "show how great things they
shall suffer for the Lord's sake." Thus was the faith and patience
which He bestowed upon them to work for His praise and glory. How
very strong was the language of the Apostle upon this very point,
"Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom
He receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with
sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not ~ But if ye
be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards,
and not sons" (Reb. xii. 6-8).
A.-I must admit that your arguments from the Scriptures are very
strong, and most certainly support your view of the necessity for test
and proof of the genuineness and reality of the work.
B.-Yes, and I think you will see this the clearer, when you take
into account the mode of action and the different expedients to which
the "Salvation Army" resort, for the furtherance of their views.
A.-To what do you refer ~
B.-Why to their sensationalism and excitement.
A.-Do you allude to their bands, marchings, noise, and enthusiasm 1
B.-I do. It is scarcely possible that such means should do otherwise than arouse and attract, especially when where they go and to
whom they go is taken into account.
A.-But don't you think they are right in this 1 Are they not
justified in going into the highways and bye-ways, to seek to bring
them in 1
B.-I don't dispute that; but still I must abide by my first argument,
that reformation is one thing, but re,qenemtion another.
A.·-But may not the one lead to the other 1
B.-Ah! I do not deny or dispute that; but don't let them talk as
they do about being "saved!" "saved!" as if it were an accomplished
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fact about which there was no doubt. This is what I repudiate altogether. How many of God's own dear people, who have been followers
of the Lord for many, many years, have yet their doubts and fears as
to the reality of their salvation, in a personal and experimental point
of view 1
A.-Why should they, when giving proof and evidence of Who is
their choice, and where their thoughts, associations and desires 1
B.-Very true; but it is the insight into themselves, and their
gradual discovery of their own base ingratitude, forgetfulness, and
distrust, that lead them to fear whether the Most High can possibly
dwell in such a heart, and whether they have in reality passed from
death unto life, and been translated out of the kingdom of d:ukness
into the kingdom of God's dear Son. Now, as a rule, you do not
:find s11ch fears or distrust among the so-called "Salvationists."
A.-Do you think it right to cherish such fears and misgivings,
upon the part of those who you say have given proof-and that for
years and year1:'-that they are on the Lord's side?
B.-I am not excusing or justifying the encouragement of doubts and
fears j but for this I contend, that whereas :Moses said to Israel,
"Thou shalt remember all the way which the Lord thy God led thee
these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove
thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep
His commandments, or no" (Deut. viii. 2); or when, as in the
Prophet's day, the command is given, "Turn about, 0 son of man,
and thou shall see greater abominations than these"; it is only
additional grace and renewal of strength from on high, that can
bring the affrighted soul really to believe that it is possible for the
Lord to be on his side, notwithstanding all he has experienced. It
was a deep sense of their forgetfulness and ingratitude-the abuse of
the great mercies they had received-that prompted the prophets of
old to express themselves as they did. Take, for example, the confessions of Daniel and Ezm. "At the evening sacrifice," did the
latter, "I arose up from my heaviness; and having rent my garment
and my mantle, I fell upon my knees, and spreai out my hands unto
the Lord my God. And said, 0 my God, I am ashamed and blush
to lift up my face to Thee, my God: for our iniquities are increased
over our head, and our trespass is grown up unto the heavens" (Ezra
ix. 5, 6). And sure I am that the longer the people of God are
detained in the wilderness, the deeper their sense of personal sins and
shortcomings, and the greater their astonishment at the patience and
forbearance of the God with whom they haye to do. It is thus, little
by little, they learn somewhat of the vastness of the mercy and the
fulness and freeness of the grace bestowed upon them.
A.-Well, now, don't you think that it is the great change the
" Salvationist" has felt that may account for his peace, and joy, and
gladness?
B.-I have already admitted as much j and, whilst it lasLs, can account
for his lack of fear as to the future. Yea, I will go further, and say,
I can understand his supposition, for the time being, that sin has been
completely removed, and that he will never again be oyercome by it.
But mark what I have said likewise as to the fiery test and trial that
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must await him, if he be a partaker of the faith that God gives, and
which must undergo the Refiner's fire. Remember the words of Him
who spake as never man spake, "As many as I love, I rebuke and
chasten."
A.-But don't you think the Almighty has conferred a signal honour
upon General BOOTH and his so extensive efforts ~
B.-Of that I have very grave doubts.
A.-You have?
B.-Indeed I have.
A.-Why~

\
\

B.-Becau_se he has taken a presumptuous liberty with the Word of
God.
A.-What do you mean ~
B.-He has published-and that for the small price of sixpencewhat has been well termed, "A mutilated Bible."
A.-A. mutilated Bible! What can you mean ~
B.-I mean that, in spite of the most solemn denunciations at the
close of the Revelation-A.-To what do you allude ~ I should think that General BOOTH
would be the last man in the world to tamper with God's blessed
Word.
B.-You may think so, but facts are subborn things. The denunciations to which I refer are those contained in the eighteenth and
nineteenth verses of the twenty-second chapter of Revelation, "For I
testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this
book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him
the plagues that are written in this book: and if any man shall take
away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take
away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, aud from
the things which are written in this book."
A.-And has General BOOTH done this ~
B.-Has he done it ~ Indeed he has. He has left out whole passages
here and there. In fact, he has cut and hacked the sacred Word at
pleasure, to adapt it to his own views and purposes. He has at the
same time so well arranged it for daily reading, that I do not believe
one in fifty who adopts his Bible will adhere to the dear old Book.
A.-This is a serious matter, certainly.
B.-A very serious matter. What can be more so than tampering
with the Word of God ~ Moreover, BOOTH'S work upon sanctification,
so widely circulated among his people as their text-book, is fearfully
erroneous, when brought to the test of Scripture.
A.-But don't you think the General a most self-denying man ~
B.-I would rather you did not ask my opinion. To his own Master
he stands or falls. I will, however, go so far as this, as to say that,
speaking after the manner of men, the God of the whole earth, whose
are the gold and the silver, and whose are the cattle upon a thousand
hills, must be driven to extremities in order to find ways and means
for carrying on His work, if General BOOTI-! is to be taken as a
pattern of one of His servants.
A.-Well, I am bound to say, when I have read, from time to time,
of the Salvationist's' ever-constant cry for "money, money, money," it
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was very unlike the position and practice of Peter, who, in reply to the
lame man at the beautiful gate of the temple, said, "Silver and gold
have I none; but such as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk" (Acts iii. 6).
B.-Ah ! a different state of things indeed; and I wonder what the
General thinks (if he indulges in such thoughts at all) about the Apostle's
words to his son Timothy, "No man that warreth entangleth himself
with the affairs of this life; that he may please Him who hath chosen
him to be a soldier" (2 Tim. ii. 4).
A.-By this do you understand the Apostle to mean that the temporal
must clash with. the spiritual ~
B.-Undoubtedly. "No man can serve two masters. Ye cannot
serve God and mammon." General BOOTH'S bank and business blusterings assimilate too much to the Popish Peter's pence for me to cherish
the slightest confidence in either the man or his work.
A.-Upon the whole, then, you do not regard either the General, or
his work, in a very favourable light.
B.-Indeed, I do not. On the contrary, I believe both the one and
the other to run counter to the plain counsel and instruction of the
Word of God. The grand test with regard to efforts to promote the
kingdom and cause of God must be, "To the law and the testimony;
if they speak not according to this Word, it is because there is no
light in them." My own opinion, therefore, is, that in the issue, the
whole movement, popular as at present it is, will prove to be one of
the great delusions and fatal movements of the la>t days.
HE GAVE HIMSELF.
" Who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver liS j;-Oln this pi'esent
evil world."-GALATIANS i. 4.
HE "gave Himself." What a gift was this! Who were the characters
for whose sins He gave Himself1 His own words give the answer,
"I lay down My life for the sheep" (John x. 15). And what was His
purpose and design, in thus giving Himself for their sins? "That He
might deliver them from this present evil world."
Now, take a glance at the whole mass of religious Christendom, and
what do we see? Papists, Ritualist~, Salvationists, and countless
thousands of every sect and name, whose religion seems to be made up
of money, music, finery, folly, entertainments, bazaars, tll.bleaux vivants,
theatrical abominations, lectures on every subject but Christ, and Gospel
preachings on every theme but" the Gospel of the grace of God."
. Now, if the Lord Jesus Christ gave Himself for the sins of all these,
there must be something wrong somewhere; for surely no one would
have the hardihood to say that these are all "delivered from this present
evil world." On the contrary, the amalgamation is so perfect, that to
attempt to draw a line between the" Christian world" and" this present
evil world," would only be a foolish attempt to establish a distinction
without a difference.
But are we to cut off all these because they like" a cheerful religion?"
Let us try them by the Word of infallible truth: "Ye adulterers and
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adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with
God 1 Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy
of God" (James iv. 4). And what is the end of it 1 "The Lord will take
vengeance on His adversaries, and He reserveth wrath for His enemies"
(Nahum i. 2).
"Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If
any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him" (1 John
ii. 15). We naturally cling to what we love the best. And if our hearts
inordinately long for, and grasp ll,t, the things of this life, it is because
we love them. And what does God say of this 1 "The love of the
Father is not in him." W'ho believes this most solemn sentence 1 Alas!
how few! And yet, if grace prevent not, it means-" the worm that
dieth not, and the tire that is not quenched."
"Oh," says the light-hearted professor, "Our Vicar tells us we must
not believe such a monstrous fable. So we don't trouble about it."
Poor Satan-blinded soul! I know of but one remedy for thy perilous
blindness; but one Refuge from the coming storm of wrath. The
remedy-" Ye must be born again." The Refuge-" I am the Door;
by Me if any man enter in, he shall be saved" (John x. 9).
We are usually ready enough to pray for deliverance from what is painful
or unpleasant to us; but how backward, at times, to pray for deliverance
from "this present evil world." On the contrary, evil as it is, how the
corrupt nature within us still clings to it. "The old man dies hard,"
as a dear brother observed to me recently. The things that are seen
and temporal seem to outweigh in value the things that are not seen
and eternal. So wretchedly callous and dead do we become, without
the constant renewings and bedewings of the Blessed Spirit of Life in
our souls.
But what a rich mercy it is for us, "that as sin hath reigned unto
death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life
by Jesus Christ our Lord."
Blessed Lord! fill our hearts with Thy precious love. Deaden our
affections to the things of this poor perishing world. Give power to lay
aside every besetting sin, and selt~denial to casu every idol to the
moles and the bats. May we be oftener found meditating on our mercies,
than moaning over our miseries. May we be more than ever concerned
to "hold fast the form of sound words," and to exalt Thy glorious
Name. May we long more and more, dear Lord, to be conformed to
Thy blessed image, and' never be satisfied till we awake with Thy
likeness. And, looking continually to Thyself for divine power, may
our one object through our few remaining days be, to minister a word of
comfort to the poor and the needy of Thy scattered flock; and the
glory shall all be Thine, and Thine alone, for ever. Amen.
Scarboi'Ough.
"YV. S. ROBINSON.
THE spiritual riches of the poorest saints infinitely transcend the
temporal riches of all the wickerl men in the world (John iv. 13, 14).
PRAYER is the best piece of the Christian's armour, and trouble of
various kinds is the best sand-paper to keep his armour bright.Hemy Fowler.
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PASSING NOTES.
BUT for our space being previously occupied, we would have gladly
quoted the striking and most truthful comments upon the present
state of the times, which appear in the March Number of the CMistian
Monthly Record, edited by Mr. JOHN GADSBY.
. . . . It is proposed ~ to collate and publish, to the extent of
several volumes, the Parliamentary speeches of Mr. GLADSTONE. We
venture to think it would be far better to let them drop into oblivion,
and thus let his so continuous and consummate contradictions be forgotten. If anyone man more than another has done his utmost to
undermine and uproot the foundations of our Protestant faith and the
constitution of the United Kingdom, that man is the idolized G.O.M.
Who has sought more to extinguish the light of the candles which the
martyred RIDLEY and LATlMER set up at Oxford, than the man who
destroyed the Irish Church, admitted to England the banished Jesuits
of other countries, and whose last effort was to abolish the oath that
protects the Protestantism of the Viceroy of Ireland and the Lord
Chancellorship of England ~ This oath once done away with is the
stepping-stone to the utter destruction of the Protestantism of the
British throne.
. . . . That Mr. GLADSTONE has long been walking in secret league
with Rome, there can be no reasonable doubt. In the Rerie'1c of Rerie1CS
for March we meet with the annexed, under the heading, "ilfr. GLADSTONE Interviewed by Dr. JOSEPH PARKER" :The only other thing (says the Editor) in Dr. PARKER'S article that is
worth mentioning is his estimate of Mr. GLADSTONE'S Jesuitism. He
says :"Loyola himself was but a skeleton of a Jesuit compared with Mr.
GLADSTONE. I now use the word Jesuit in its purest sense and application. All the baby tricks of The Spij'itual E~cf;j'cises would come with
natural ease to Mr. GLADSTONE. He belie,es in long lines and short
lines, in dots and notches, in orientation and attitude, in religious marchings, in emblematic colours, in fast and ngil and prostration. All these
terms are part of his mother tongue. 'When he hears them. he recognizes
them as having heard them in some pre.natal .state. Th.:': are older than
HOlliER. They are sterner than the dreams of D3.STE. But is Mr.
GLADSTONE a member of the Romish Church?"
Nothing of the kind (adds Mr. STE3.D). .dll his assurances on this
matter may be received with implicit and absolute confidence. Yet Mr.
GLADSTONE has, I can quite imagine, infinitely more respect for the Sovereign Pontiff than for the Archbishop of Canterbury.
Indeed! say we. We beg to diff~r with the Editor as to Mr. GLADSTONE (not being a member of the Romish Church.' Has he ever
satisfactorily repudiated the charge. since it was made against him,
some twenty years ago, when the Rock cl welt so eml-'hatically upon the
subject ~ If not a Rornanist, would he h::lye 'more respect for the
Roman Pontiff than for the Archbishop of Canterbury,' a~ the Editor
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of the Review of Reviews imagines ~ Not that we consider him wide of
the mark in this his opinion. As for solid principle or consistency, as
far as Mr. GLADSTONE is concerned, and in regard to his denunciation
of Popery in his "Vatican Decrees" and other works, the want of it
may be easily explained when the Popish dogma is taken into consideration, namely, that "the end justifies the means." Whilst this
tenet of Rome remains unrepealed (and what principle or practice is
repealed, we should like to know, in a system that boasts of, and
prides itself in, its infallibility ~), anything that its hapless votaries
say or do may easily be accounted for.
. The fearful scenes that occurred in New Orleans, on Saturday,
the 15th March, may well fill the human mind with horror. Those tragic
events are calculated, in the highest degree, to terrify and alarm. At
the same time, in these days of strikes and disaffection, such scenes
should intensify the value of that invaluable testimony, "The wrath
of man shall praise Him, the remainder of wrath He will restrain."
Ah ! reader, but for that restraining power, our position would be.
perilous in the extreme.
. . . . In a cleverly-written sketch of the character and labours of thdlate CHARLES BRADLAUGH, by his admirer and associate, Mrs. BESANT,
as given in the Review of Reviews, she thus sums up her remarks :Without faith in God, but full of love to man, he led
life, and he has won the only immortality his strong
memory of honest service, faithfully wrought, loyally
less memory to a world made nobler by his living, richer
poorer by his death.

a pure and noble
soul craved-the
rendered-death.
by his sacrifices, ..

A more awful and a less truthful description we cannot imagine;.
nor would we pollute our pages with it, but for the express purpose·
of showing, in these days of boasted light and intelligence, to what
extremes even talent and ability (for this is most apparent throughout
the sketch before us) may lead its possessors, if not under the guidance and control of Him who is infinite in wisdom and omnipotent
in power. "Without faith in God! 'I What a terrible assertion! It
chills our very blood, as we copy the words, "Without faith -in God!"
Thus this hapless woman (clever as she is) depicts and describes the
condition of a poor fallen fellow-sinner as the condition in which he·
departed out of this world, and was called into the immediate presence
of the great Searcher of hearts, the Judge of quick and dead! Oh,.
can anything ever more clearly set forth an example of one "rushing
upon the thick bosses of Jehovah's buckler! " than this ~ God, in,
mercy, if it be His blessed will, awaken that poor wretched woman
to a sense of her hapless state and condition, ere it be too late.
THE longer you read the Bible, the more you will like it. It will
grow sweeter and sweeter; and the more you get into the spirit of
it, the more you will get into the spirit of Christ.-Romaine.
R
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£trnums nnb' iofts of £ltnnons.
HOW GOD'S CHILDREN SHALL GLORIFY HIM.
SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON PREACHED AT ST. SILAS', BRISTOL, ON SUNDAY
EVENING, JANUARY 6TH, 1884, FROM. THE MOTTO TEXT, BY THE LATE
REV. W. SAUNDERS. COPIED FROIlI HIS OWN IllS.

"Call upon Me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt
glorify Me."-PSALIII 1. 15.
FROM verses 1 to 7, the Second Advent is foretold; from 8 to 13, Gocil.'s
controversy with His people Israel, because of their insincerity.
1. The Precept, "Call upon Me in the day of trouble."
1. A great privilege accorded to call upon God at any time. 2.
There is peculiar mercy in being invited to do so in trouble. 3. This
precept is a very simple one, "Call." 4. It must be obeyed III SIllcerity (Isa. i. 15).
n. The Promise, "I will deliver thee."
1. The Promiser-I, Jehovah, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
2.
The certainty of deliverance-" I will."
3. The deliverance will be
God-like-" I will deliver." Leave the "how/, and the "when" with
Him.
Ill. The Pledge that God's people, delivered from trouble, shall
glorify Him, "Thou shalt glorify Me." This does not preclude or
exclude the exhortation to do so.
1. By accrediting the deliverance to Him.
2. By offering praise
and thanksgiving (see verses 14 and 23). 3. By proclaiming His goodness to others (Psa. xxxiv. 1-6). 4. By living to His praise and
glory.
The opening verses of this Psalm plainly predict the Second Advent
of Christ, as pointed out on Christmas Day, from that great passage,
Isaiah ix. 6. The Lord's First Advent was spoken of as if it were an
accomplished fact, so certain was it of fulfilment, although seven hundred
years had to run their predicted course-CC Unto us a Ohild IS born,
unto us a Son is given." So here the Psalmist, under the inspiration
of the Holy Ghost, takes an onward look of three thousand years, and
speaks as he does in verses 1 and 2. Will He not shine forth in
perfect beauty, "When He shall come to be glorified in His saints,
and to be admired in all them that believe"? (2 Thess. i. 10.) He
"shall not keep silence," for "He shall descend from h.eaven with a
shout"; "a fire shall devour before Him" ; for with His mighty angels
He shall come in flaming fire, "taking vengeance on them that kno\v
not God." His saints in covenant shall be gathered unto Him, for
"He shall send His angels, and they shall gather together His elect
from the four winds."
See also 4th verse, "He shall call to the
heavens from above "-the spirits of those " who sleep in Jesus" God
will bring with Him; and to the earth-cc the dead in Christ shall rise
first," "that He may judge His people." The Lord's controversy with
His professed people (ver. 8-13) is not on account of the insufficiency
of their sacrifice, but because of their insincerity of worship. He could
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not be pleased or satisfied with the husk or shell of service, while their
hearts were far from Him.
He needed not their bullocks and goats, except in so far as they saw
in these a type of Him who, by His own blood, would in the fulness of
time, "Enter in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal
redemption for His people" (Heb. ix. 12); for "the cattle upon a
thousand hills" were His already, and, indeed, "the whole world and
the fulness thereof." There is even a stronger protest against, and a
denuI1ciation of, the same hypocrisy in Isaiah i. 11-14, where we have
the Lord denouncing His own appointed ordinances, because the wouldbe worshippers rested in the mere outward forms of sacrificial worship,
and did not look through them to Him who was to come. If, then,
the Lord Jehovah denounced His own divinely-appointed ordinances
imposed on the worshippers till the time of reformation (see Heb. ix.
9, 10), what shall the end be of those men who set up a wretched,
miserable, tawdry, imitation of that magnificent ritual which God Himself ordained, and yet denounced, and which has been for ever abrogated
and made void? In this Psalm we fi nd J ehovah calling upon His true
worshippers to offer thanksgiving, and to pay their vows to Him in
sincerity and truth, and declaring that prayer to Him in trouble is
infinitely preferable to all "whole burnt-offeriugs and sacrifices."
We now invite your earnest consideration to the text, and our
" motto" for the year, "Oall upon Me in the day of trouble: I will
deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me."
1. We shall first notice the Precept, "Oall upon me in the day of
trouble."
It is an unspeakable mercy to be permitted to call upon God at any
time. In consulting the pages of the Old Testament, we find that all
God's servants who have stood forth conspicuously on the Lord's side,
and in His service, have been men of much prayer. The time would
fail to advance proof of this; but it seems to me that, under the new
covenant dispensation, we have revealed a liberty of approach to God
When the Lord
which was unknown to worshippers under the old!
Jesus uttered those marvellous words recorded in John xvi. 23, 24, it
was something like a new revelation. Prayer is here presented to us in
the light of a new discovery to those to whom He primarily addressed
the words; and therefore praying in the name of Jesus must be regarded
as one of the highest and most blessed privileges of the better covenant
dispensation. (See Elijah the Tishbite, "the great request.") Show me the
men who have been mighty for God and His truth, and I will show you
the men, even the same, who have been mighty with God in prayer
and supplication. To say nothing of its mighty efficacy, when offered
in God's acceptable way, what a privilege is prayer, when we remember that the life of our Lord Jesus, our great Exemplar, was a life
of prayer on the earth! And if we want another evidence and proof
of the efficacy and privilege of prayer, the Lord's children have ollly to
call to mind how they are harassed and beset by the great enemy of
God and man in their secret approaches to the throne of grace in
earnest and fervent prayer.
"What various hindrances we meet
In coming to a mercy seat."
R 2
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But none are so distracting, and, alas! at times, so prevalent as thos<;we meet with from Satan himself. Where is the true and tried Ohristian
who could not tel1, if he dare do so, of strange and earthly, wandering
and horrible and bla~phemous thoughts, in some of his and her approaches
to the throne of grace ~ Let us, then, be certified of this, that prayer
is a blessed privilege indeed.
2. But there is peculiar mercy in being invited to call upon God in
trouble, and there will not be much difficulty in making this manifest. Let
me first speak of this as it applies to the truly awakened sinner. How
often from such do we hear such a complaint as this, "I have so long
neglected divirie things. I have made a mock of sin. I have sat under
the Gospel with the most perfect indifference for the most part. I have
heard the most earnest appeal with the greatest unconcern. But there
have been times when I have been deeply impressed; I have left the
House of God and wished to be alone; but all good impressions speedily
vanished. Oh that I had called upon God when He was near to me;
but now there is no hope."
Dear sinner, if I am addressing such an one to-night, you are now
in deep soul trouble, are you not ~ See then how the Lord anticipated
and foreknew it al1. Oh, He comes forth to meet you; He hath an
your sorrows seen; and He presses this most loving exhortation and
precept upon you, "Call upon Me in the day oj trmlble." The same
precept holds good in the case of the Lord's child who is now in the
deep waters of troublt'. If your Ohristian experience is in any measure
akin to my own, I ask, dear friends, when do you and I call upon God
with full purpose of heart 1 In prosperity ~ No! It is frequently
then, that we give to God the minutes, reserving the hours for ourselves. As we go forth in the morning, we dare not cease from prayer
altogether. Habit forbids that; and we offer to Him, as a sop to conscience, the semblance of a prayer at night! But He brings affliction
upon us, and lays trouble upon our loins, alld then we give ourselves
unto prayer, because we can no longer forbear. Then we sometimes
write bitter things against ourselves; even if we do not write ourselves
down as hypocrites, we say to ourselves, if not to others, "How abominably ungrateful are we! Oan God have anything to do with such base,
treacherous transgressors 1" Ah! beloved, does He not say, "I knew
that thou wouldest deal very treacherously, and be called a transgressor from the womb" ~ (Isa. xlviii. 8.)
And again, (oh, the tender compassion and marvellous loving-kindness
of our covenant God!) "I will go and return to My place, till they acknowledge their offence, and seek My face: in their affliction they will seek
Me early" (Hosea v. 15). Nothing changeth His affection. "He hateth
putting away"; and it is well for you and me, beloved, that He does;
anticipating all our treachery, and making'ample provision for it; telling
us that our turning to Him in the time of trouble is well pleasing to
Him; and thus addressing us in the words of the text and saying,
" Oall upon Me in the day of trouble."
3. How simple is the precept, "Call upon Me." I need scarcely
occupy a moment in demonstrating this. We all know how to caU
upon another. The little child knows this well. And does the child
of God say he does not know how to call upon his heavenly Father ~
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Ii'the Lord asked you or anyone else (which He does not) to make a
twenty minutes' oration to Him, and to call it prayer, it would be
another matter; but He simply says, "Call upon Me."
"Have you no words? ah! think again,
Words flow apace when you complain,
And fill your fellow creatm'e's ear
With the sad tale of all your fear.
" Were half the breath thus vainly spent
To heaven in supplication sent,
Your cheerful song would oftener be,
Hear what the Lord hath done for me."
4. This precept must be obeyed in sincerity and truth. "The prayer
of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord." There are those whose
prayers He declares He will not hear. They are those of the hypocrites,
to whom allusion was made at the outset (see Isa. i. 15); and, although
we are tenderly invited to call upon God in trouble, this by no means
forbids our looking at the precept and its privileges in another light.
(See 1 John iii. 22.)
\Vhen we endeavour to follow Paul as he followed Christ, and to say
with him, "And herein d,> I exercise myself, to have always a conscience void of offence toward God, and toward men" (Acts xxiv. 16),
it is then, beloved, that both our persons and our prayers speed well
before the throne.
n. We, secondly, consider The Promise, "I will deliver thee." Suppose we consider it verbally for a moment; it will be seen to be rich
in consolation.
1. The Divine Pmmise1'. Who is this 7 The opening verse of the
Psalm shows who the Speaker and the "Promiser" is-the LORD,
written in capital letters, to denote that it is J ehovah in His Trinity
of Persons-Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. It is, I believe, perfectly
Scriptural to call upon each of the Divine Persons in prayer. " The
Unity in Trinity, and the Trinity in Unity is to be worshipped."
Accordingly we pray to each in our common supplications. We pray
·to God the Father, we pray to God the Son, we pray to God the Holy
Ghost, and we pray to the "holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity, three
Persons and one God." vVe may rightly consider each as promising to
deliver us in the time of trouble. The Eternal Father speaks: "I have
loved thee with an everlasting love." "I have chosen thee in the
furnace of afRiction." "I will deliver thee." The Eternal Son declares:
" I undertook in the covenant of redemption to redeem thee by price
.and by power; to be thy sympathizing Head and Husband, and to
keep thee in all thy ways. I will deliver thee." God the Eternal
Spirit speakS:: "I undertook in the covenant of grace to quicken thee
into newness of life, and to preserve thee unto the end. I will deliver
thee." Then, what needest thou more than the co-operation of the
three Divine Persons of the ever-blessed Trinity 7 Oh, thou poor
tempest-tossed, afRicted, and, it may be, devil-haunted and devil-hunted
soul, call upon each of these gracious Promisers in the day of thy trouble,
.and He, J ehovah, will deliver thee.
2. Look at the certainty of the promise by laying the stress on the
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next word, "I will deliver thee." This is one of the thousand" wills
and shalls" of the covenant-keeping Jehovah. There is no qualification
here. Nothing is appended to the promise. It is absolute, it is sure.
"I will deliver thee."
3. And the deliverance will be God-like, "I will cleli1Je1' thee." It shall
be gloriously complete. Ask not, dear troubled one, how it will be done.
Leave the" how" with Him. Verily, He is at no loss as to how thou
art to be delivered. Judge Him faithful who hath promised, and thus
give glory to His holy name. How sweet and how true are the words
we sometimes sing".Through waves and clouds and storms
He gently clears the way,
Wait thou His time, so shall the night
Soon end in joyous day.
" Leave to His sovereign sway
To choose and to command;
With wonder filled, thou then shalt own
How wise, how strong His hand."
4. See, too, how pointed and how pe1'sonal is the promise, "I will
deliver thee." When this precious Scripture is seen hanging in your
bedroom, or even as you look on it upon the page of your Bible
to-night, see how it reads. It is not, "I will deliver thy relation or
thy friend," although that is blessedly true, if that relative or friend be
really a praying soul; but if in trouble you enter your ~hamber, shutting
your door about you, to pray to your Father who seeth in secret,
remember, for your comfort, the promise is, ., I will deliver thee." A
pleasing incident came under the notice of the preacher a few days
ago. On handing to a Ohristian worker, a man of truth in this city,
the motto for the year, he related how he was laid aside with a severe
illness, and the medical man hinted, unmistakably, that it was a very
bad case. Hanging on the wall by his bedside was this vrry Scripture,
and, like Hezekiah of old, he turned to the wall, and pleaded "ith the
Lord that, if it were His blessed will, he might be restored. He laid
great stress on the promise, "I will deliver THEE." That promise was
graciously and speedily fulfilled, and he was raised up to resume his
much-loved work.
Ill. The Pledge, that God's people, dt'livered from trouble, shall
glorify Him. "Thou shalt glorify Me." It has been beautifully
remarked, on this and the former clause, that when the Lord speaks of
delivering His child in trouble, the Lord must take the ,fir;;!, the sinner
taking the last place. "I will deliver thee." But when He speaks of
the sinner bringing glory to Him, He puts the favoured sinner in the
first place, He takes the last! "Thott shalt glorify llfe!" 1. By
ascribing the deliverance to Him. 2. By ofrering praise and thanksgiving (see verses 14 and 23). 3. By proclaiming His great goodness to
others (e.g., Psa. xxxiv. 1-6). 4. By living to His praise and glory.
FAITH is the universal" characteristic of all who are ordained to
eternal life.
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OUR EIGHTIETH BIRTHDAY.
WE received many most affectionate and acceptable letters on the above
day, for which we return our heartfelt thanks. The kind wishes so
largely expressed are warmly reciprocated. Space prevents our insert.
ing more than the following. Those, however, which do not appear
are none the less valued:Burton-011r-T1·ent.
DEAR BROTHER BELOVED IN THE LORD,-I must not let anything
hinder me from sending you "greeting" on the eightieth anniversary
of your birthday. It is a lengthened period. Eighty mile-stones passed.
Methinks, dear brother, you must be peering onwards and catching
sight of the gilding of the glory land. Precious prospect! All is well.
I do like those words which BUNYAN'S "Interpreter" says to
Christiana, after her detail of the Lord's dealings with her, "Thy
beginning is good, thy latteT end shall grcatly increase." God grant it
may be so with you, dear brother.
SPURGEON writes in one of his many books, "May we grow old
graciously, since the Lord is with us in the fulness of grace." May
this be mutually our case, as we advance in life, may we "grow old
gmciously." I know full well what a deprivation it must be for you
to keep a silent tongue with the Word burning within. Still, though
no longer privileged to declare the Lord's Name in the midst of the
congregation, may you continue to fill up the appointed measure of
your days in sending fGrth messages of truth to the Lord's living and
longing family. Such testimony is much needed to cheer them, as
well as to combat the errors of this perilous age. The Pope of Rome
is glorying in the spread of the Roman Catholic faith in England.
Ritualism is hourly developing into full-blown Romanism, and darkness
worse than Egyptian has overcome our leaders and the false shepherds.
Things around make our knees totter and hearts tremble, and we
seem as if we could but ill spare men of truth and standard bearers
from our ranks. However, the Lord knows best, and into His hands
we commit one another.
Yours, dear brother, has been a life of fervent and faithful usefulness;
God grant you, as it wanes, His mercy and loving-kindness, leading
you beside" the waters of comfort." Nature must fail, but whatever
natural dimness you may have to endure, may it be light in the Lord
within; and whatever defect in hearing converse around, may you
hear the voice of Jesus, speaking peace in the soul. God abundantly
bless you and yours; and may He who has knit together His elect in
one communion and fellowship, in the mystical body of His dear Son,
give you all needed grace to the end, and, at that end, the unspeakable joys He has laid up for you.
Yours in the bonds that bind truly and eternally,
GEORGE COWELL.

" I will be as the dew unto Israel."-HoSEA xiv. 5.
Clifton, Bristol, March 6th, 1891.
My REVERED AND :MUCH LOVED BROTHER IN HIM WHOSE YEARS
FAIL NOT,-Accept my truly warm and affectionate congratulations for
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your birthday. Only this evening I was looking over the GOSPEL
MAGAZINES for 1871-the year of my severe illness and great family
troubles-when you so kindly visited me, and preached at St. David's,
and your leading article in the April Number, on "Stillness," with,
"Be still, and know that I am God," as the text. Well do I recall
to mind the apprehension of your nearing end, when you sat in my
sick room, just before your birthday. And now, see! He has spared
both you and me twenty years since then! Truly His compassions
do not fail. Oh, may He sweetly console and cheer you, my dear
friElnd, as you cross the threshold of another year! It is not "all
labour and sorrow" with you, I am sure. Far otherwise. And" His love in times past forbids you to think
He'll leave you at last in trouble to sink."
Lean hard on His Fatherly arm. Be sure that His every unfulfilled promise must have its accomplishment. I do trust you
are fairly well-you must be, for I hear you are thinking of preaching
on Lord's Day morning. May the dew of the Gracious Spirit rest
lovingly upon both the messenger and the message j and may the souls
of many of God's dear children be edifierl and cheered. Our united
love in Christ to dear Mrs. DOUDNEY and yourself. Kindly pardon a
rather hastily-penned letter, but I felt I must write.
Yours .ever affectionately,
J. ORi'lUSTOK.
COMMENTS.
"VeIl do we remember the interview to which our dear brother
refers, and the peculiar exercises of which we were the subject before
undertaking the preaching on that occasion. It was so directly contrary
to our own will and desire, and yet it proved to be the Gommencement of a friendship never since interrupted, and that shall last to all
eternity j for a felt union to each other, under the bonds and headship of Christ, neither time-trials, earthly vicissitudes, death, nor the
grave, can either mar or destroy. But oh, dear brother, think of
the period-the twenty years-since passed away! How little could we
foresee what has followed! Nevertheless, can we-dare we-ever
qualify the testimony, but freely, heartily, without a solitary exception,
declare that" He hath done all things well"? Although He may have
"affiicted us sore," yet (blessed be His name!) He hath "not given
us over unto death." No, nor hath "ought failed of all the good
things He promised, but ail have come to pass, nor hath one thing
failed thereof." Hence"Here we raise our Ebellezer,
Hither by His help we're come;
And we hope, by His good pleasure,
Safely to arrive at home!"
In consequence of your reference to it, dear brother, we took down
the volume of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for the year 1871, and we were
permitted and privileged to have a most refreshing perusal of the piece
to which you allude, and which the Lord was then pleased to enable
us to write. 'Ve cannot tell you what a real solace and satisfaction it
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is to our own mind (especially in these days of change, variableness,
and want of stability, both in principle and practice) to look back
upon and re·peruse what was given one to record thirty, forty, fifty
years ago, and find no reason to retract, recall, or alter a sentence!
This (blessed be God!) is our experience, and for which we thank and
praise and adore Him! Cheer up, dear brother j all is well! "Soon
He that shall come will come, and will not tarry." Meanwhile, depend
upon it, we shall verify the testimony of your precious, now sainted
and glorified wife, when (as you will only too vividly remember) about
to undergo that critical operation, "Through God we shall do
valiantly." A never-to.be-forgotten and most God-glorifying testimony!
THE EDITOR.

Clyst Hydon, Exete'l', March 6th, 189l.
My DEAR BROTHER IN CHRIST,-My dear wife and I came here on
Monday for a short change and rest. Yesterday afternoon, while taking
a three-mile walk through quiet country lanes, round by Hoop and
Roche, over a lofty eminence, from which there is a splendid view of
the county, my attention was specially drawn to Broad Hembury,
where the immortal TOPLADY lived, laboured, and preached. I repeated
to myself the first verse of the precious hymn, "Rock of Ages, cleft
for me." I thought also much of you-of your long and devoted
ministry, first in Ireland, and then at St. Luke's, Bedminster. I thought
of your removal from Bristol to the seaside, and of how, when in
Ireland, you had such a dread of the sea when you had to cross it, and
how now that fear had apparently gone, so that you find special delight
i.n sea trips to Southampton, attended with such physical benefit, and
giving you opportunities for doing good to the sailors. Then I thought,
also, of your eightieth birthday on the 8th of this month, and felt that
I must write you my congratulations, as I now do. Both Mrs. CORNALL
and l\Irs. HUYSHE unite with me in real hearty good wishes. We wish
you as many returns of the day as may be for your own real good,
the good of others, and the glory of God. The comfort is to know
and feel that your life ii' in the hands of the Lord. All the days of
your appointed time ~ vil will wait till your change come. ·What a
blessed change tbt will be! From earth to heaven-from the cross to
the crown-from sorrow to infinite joy--from present conflict to eternal
triumph-from earthly toil to heavenly and endless rest! How sweet
the everlasting songs, when sorrow and sighing shall have fled for ever,
and when all tears shall be wiped away!
What unspeakably delightful meetings and greetings, when thus, from
every land. every nation, the redeemed of the Lord shall be gathered
home! 'Yith what ineffable pleasure shall we review the past, seeing
goodness and mercy in attendance on every step through all the way by
which He has led us j and then, in the presence and likeness of our
Lord, filled with the joy of glory fully realized, look forward with ever
increasing rapture to eternal ages of inexpressible bliss and felbity !
With our Christian love to Mrs. DOUDKEY and yourself,
I remain, your affectionate Brother,
R. CORNALL.
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OOl\IMENTS.
You remind us, dear brother, of our last visit to the sacred localities
of which you speak. They were rendered so by the vivid recollection
in our visits there of the beloved AUGUSTUS MONTAGt:E TOPLADY.
Upon the last occasion we were accompanied by our mutual friend
and brother (the Rev. "VILLIAM SAUNDERS), and, as we drove through
the picturesque lanes on our homeward way for Plymouth, we sang
hymn after hymn of the sainted author in the very localities to
which, in his writings, he from time to time refers. In spite, however,
of this melody of soul and harmony of voice, singular to say, just as
we were withiI! a few hundred yards of the church of Fen Ottery, of a
sudden our dear friend said, "I feel as if I should go out of my mind,"
or words to that effect. It was in vain we attempted to divert him
from such an idea. It proved to be the commencement of his so long
and severe illness. What we passed through when afterwards sitting
alone with him in a railway carriage we cannot express! However, that
is all a thing of the past, never to be repeated. Blessed be God, often
afterwards, had we abundant proof of his having been brought to his
right mind; aye, and to testify from pulpit, platform) and press, of
Divine goodness, faithfulness, and all-sufficiency. After manifold trials,
mental conflicts, and bodily ailments, he has now passed what in the
present time-state is reckoned a year, in his peaceful, uninterrupted,
and everlasting home-his blissful and glorious inheritance-where
neither sin· nor sorrow-pain nor death-can eYer intrude or molest.
Wel], dear brother, notwithstanding we are still on pilgrimage, and still
engaged in the ceaseless warfare with the world, the flesh, and the
devil, yet our mercy is, that "they cannot be made perfect without
us." 1£ the Lord had need of them, (blessed be His ever great and
adorable Name!) He has equal need of us likewise. Hence, let us unite
in the poet's testimony"Are we not tending upwards, too,
As fast as time can move?
Nor would we wish the hom's more slow,
To keep us from our Love."
THE EDITOR.

St. Luke's Chl/rcn, Bedmin.stu, Jlarch 7, 1891.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-We, the Ohurch wardens and Oongregation of
St. Luke's, Bedminster, desire to tender our hearty congratulations to
you on this the eightieth anniversary of your birth, and we pray that
God will increasingly bless you in speaking and writing of His wonderful
love and works.
"Ye thank Him that He so long allowed us the privilege of your
ministry, and pray that much fruit may yet abound through your labours
We remain, yours faithfully,
amongst us.
J ' SJAVERY, } Ch111'chwardens,
S . OIINSON,
THE faculty of spiritual discernment is lacking in every spiritual
man.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR DOUDNEY,-With your kind permission, I beg to send a
few testimonies, relative to our work of love and mercy for the
thousands of sailors, soldiers, lighthouse keepers, and others stationed
in all parts of the world, for insertion in the forthcoming number of
your excellent Magazine. I do so with feelings of deepest thankfulness to
our heavenly. Father, that He has still spared you and many more to stand
as beacon lights in a dark and sinful world, shedding forth beams of light
and love to our fe1!ow men who are daily passing into eternity. We
are requested to acknowledge a parcel of :Magazines and 10s. from a
readH of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, Brighton; 30 bound volumes of Old
Jonatlwn, from a friend-may many more be led to do likewise; and
1,000 of the penny edition of "Wa1!,s and Talks with Jesus," from
your noble Printing Nursery. Also a Thankoffering, Devizes, 10s. j
"For the Name of Jesus," 7s. 6d.; Mr. Sims, Is.; Mr. Usherwood,
2s. 6d., on account of the Old JOJlathan Book Fund. There is still a
balance due to the publishers, of £.5 7s. gel. Would it be too much
to ask kind friends to subscribe this amount as soon as possible, and
thus relieve me of a burden which is a great discomfort to me.
"Freely ye have received, freely give;" "remembering the words of
the Lord Jesus, how He said, It is more blessed to give than to
receive." During the past mOI~th it has been Ollr lJrivilege to scatter
the word of life in all quarters of the globe. We desire, in a word,
to express our thanks to the many friends who have supported us
with their gifts and their prayers. "Some are fallen asleep" j may
others arise to fill their places as helpers in the work! For all that
has been wrought through our instrumentality, we seek humbly to
ascribe the praise to Him who alone is worthy. In conclusion, it is
my desire to say that three years have passed since my dear husband
entered his eternal home, after having spent many years in active
service for his divine Master, during which time he originated this work
of faith and labour of love.
FROJ\I A WORKER CONNECTED WITH THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN
SArLORS' SOCrETY rN IRELAND.
DEAR FRIEND,-I am very pleased to tell you that your large parcel of
books, &c"al'l'ived here safely a few days ago. I am very thankful for
so many; but as our port is a very small one, and as I am so much
separated from it by my duties as travelling agent, I found I could not
dispose of all myself, so I obtained permission to give some large quantities
for distribution to the local city missionaries and others engaged in Ohris.
tian work here, including the Young Men's Ohristian Association, who have
thirty tract distributors doing good service; so I fancy they will all soon
be used up. You, who so kindly took so much trouble in getting them
ready for me, were not aware whom you would be benefiting, as really at
the present time, especially in Ireland, people should know what they give
out, as I think a great Cl'isis is at hand in our country, and it does really
need such reading as is contained in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, Sower, &c.,
that will help to enlighten their minds and avert the threatened calamities.
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:Every tract distributor who gets a bundle of the Gospel Echo will feel he has
something worth giving, so I, in the name of all benefited, especially my own
work, deeply thank you. You will perhaps be interested in a short account of
()ur work amongst seamen. The work in D-- is not large, but growing.
I am only here eight months, and away on deputation tours a good deal.
The first service I held, only one seaman was present. Last Sunday evening,
by God's help, we had thirty-five present, and had a glorious time of it.
I believe our work has been owned of God in the conversion of souls, and
the building up of others. There was a man on board of a ship trading
to this port. The ship-master compared him to the devil, so low had he
fallen by drink. This man came to om' meeting, and gave good evidence
of a change, by attending every meeting. Whilst I was away, he and his
eaptain held my. meetings, the captain speaking and he gathering in the
sailors. The work is very interesting, and the sailors are such nice, kind
men, who love a good loud hymn and a real rousing, powerful, and plain
talk. We have nice times, and at the close of Oill' services, each sailor is
presented with a few tracts, so I leave the speaking then to the writers
of your papers.
I am, Madam, yom's sincerely, &c.
FROM A WORKER IN THE" MISSION TO SEAMEN."

Thanks, many thanks. I shall be glad of a box of books, if you will be so
kind as to forward it to my address. I shall shortly send you a letter of
interest. My dear wife sends her love, and would ,ery much like to see you.
Our families are growing up; my eldest is twenty years old. I can hardly
believe it, but I can rejoice when I think that we are so much "nearer
home." Blessed be His Holy Name, to whom we owe all things, even ourselves. May we each have grace to serve faithfully and love fervently, till
He shall bid us "lay down the shield, and quit the sword, because our work
is done." YOill'S ever in the blessed hope.
THE SECRETARY OF THE" MISSION TO DEEP SEA. FISHER:lIEX."

Pray be assured of very hearty thanks for your kind and "Welcome gift.
THE SECRETARY TO THE" THAMES CHURCH· MrssIOx,"

Please accept my most cordial thanks for your kind and "Welcome gift.
FROM AN EARNEST VOLUNTEER WORKER IN LONDox,

Many thanks for the large box of truth recently received. All that you
have sent has been distributed this year, and you have now replenished, so
;that I can continue the work commenced in 1882, My work is principally
among the professors, and one young man has been called out of the
Arminian camp, and is now delighting, and a=ious, as many others, to
receive what you supply through me. There are other tokens of the Lord's
blessing, and I feel sure that His Word will ne,er fail, The Lord's people
are, as a rule, poor, and many look to me for supplies that they cannot pur'lhase. May we still have a simple eye to His glory. I am reduced in my
circumstances, so cannot do what I would. In l ' 2 had tlU'no,er at bank,
£4,000 a year. Now live from day to day, and '\wnder how the same will end,
but still relying on the promise.-Yours sincerely, A. E,-[What a lesson
ought this to teach us, more especially those "Who are anxiously gathering up
treaSill'e on earth. " Lord, make me to know mine end, and the number of
my days."-A. E. B.]
Allow me to express my heartfelt gratitude to you and your readers
for the kindness shown to both myself and the work, and, with best
wishes,
Believe me, dear DR. DOUDNEY, ever yours in Christ,
ANN EVERARD BRIDER.

1, Wilton Place, Wilton Road, Salisbury, MaTCh lOth, 1891.

.,

Tlte Gospel Magazine.

253

RETROSPECT AND CONGRATULATION.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-I cannot forbear writing you a few lines, as
you are daily on my mind. The 8th instant being the eightieth anniversary of your birthday, my heart was indeed with you, and my chief
desire for you that the Lord the Spirit, the gracious Comforter, who is
ever with you, might be more and more manifestly near, now heart and
flesh are failing. I am grieved about your sight, and earnestly hope the
one eye may continue clear. How kind it was of the Lord to enable
you to bear. so calmly the doctor's adverse opinion of the other eye;
and I do especially hope the Lord will not suffer you any more to
reproach yourself for leaving St. Luke's Church. The Lord knoweth that
nought but the keenest necessity, or death itself, would suffice to sever
you from your loved church and people; and He who "worketh all
things after the counsel of His own will," permitted your way to be
hedged up, and your body and mind so overwrought, that you were
made willing to follow His guiding hand, and to take some partial rest.
You were not an ordinary shepherd, neither had you an ordinary flock;
you have ever been, not only an ambassador for Christ, but you can truly
say with St. Paul, ",Ve were gentle among you, even as a nurse
cherisheth her children: so being affectionately desirous of you, we werlil
willing to have imparted unto you, not the Gospel of God only, but also
our own souls, because ye we1'e dect1" unto us." It is not too much to say
that a great many belonging to the congregation at the time you left,
were taken in your arms in their infancy, solemnly prayed for, and
committed to the Chief Shepherd's care; watched over by you afterward
in your excellent schools, and in the church; for you ever sought the
temporal and spiritual good of your flock, as so many of us are witnesses.
It is not unlikely that some who love you for your own sake, and others
who love you for Christ's sake, may think you did wrong in leaving
them before another Yicar was definitely appointed. Favoured children
are always rather too exacting; they know whom they love, but they
cannot possibly understand, until similar circumstances, or the infirmities
of age, compel them to see, how extremely difficult it is to labour night
and day (as a godly minister does), when hearing is nearly gone, and
physical strength and nervous power all but exhausted, from having
laboured too incessantly for so many years. What is a loving mother
or loving nurse to do, after struggling on till she feels she can do so
no longer ~ Just as you did: she cannot trust herself to say to the
needy, clinging ones, "I can do no more,'; so she has to break off somewhat abruptly, for their good as well as her own, or she could not break
off at all, and then her usefulness would soon come to an end. Jesus
Christ was moved with compassion toward the sick and needy multitude;
He also was moved with compassion toward the ministering disciples,
when He said so graciously, "Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place,
and rest awhile." You, dear pastor, have found it to be a desert place ;.
you sometimes forget Jesus called you aside for your own and our good.
I verily believe, if you had had ample means, and the inclination to,
take it a little easy at your own vicarage, with an able and godly assistant,
minister, yet your dear people would not have been satisfied, as no 000
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else could fill your place, so long as there was any prospect of your
filling it yourself. As it was the joy of your soul to minister in your
loved Master's name, you often spoke beyond your strength. I remember,
several years ago, remarking to your devoted, anxious wife, after you had
been giving a short address to a great number of working-men, who were
making a good meal of substantial soup and bread at the Mission Hall,
"'Vhat a clear and powerful voice you had j J, she replied, "Although
he speaks apparently without effort, yet afterwards he feels it; sometimes,
after two or three services, he is so exhausted that he cannot feed hiinself."
Now God was pleased so to weaken your strength in the way, that
you could only- follow His leadings; thereby you were not too much
influenced by the kind entreaties of your dear people not to leave them,
and you were saved the parting you could scarcely have borne. Your
sensitive nature could only have answered them in St. Paul's words,
"What mean ye to weep and to break my heart 1" for you were ready
to die for them, if God so willed it.
I have had a long conflicting time with increased infirmities and failing
strength; the few bst papers of dear Mr. NORTHOVER, and your own
continuous Family Portion, seem to have been written for me.
I hope you, and dear Mrs. DOUDNEY, aud your sister, are keeping
pretty well, and that the new appointment at St. Luke's will have the
Lord's blessing.
Yours affectionately,
BTistol, MaTch 10, 1891.
E. MeP.
COMMENTS.
With respect to our leaving the parish before a fresh appointment was
made, as alluded to by our old and valued correspondent, we "ould remark,
that it was a case of necessity. We felt our strength daily declining,
so that had we remained, the consequences might soon have proved
fatal. We, however, left Mr. NOYES in charge of the parish, a man of
truth, and who for upwards of two years had ministered to the congregation. It was not until subsequently he had the offer, and accepted
the living in Ireland where he is now located. Nor were we answerable
for the delay in the appointment. We had no voice in it. A certain
time, moreover, must legally elapse, before a successor could be appointed.
Had health allowed, we would have returned to the parish, upon Mr.
NOYES' resignation, until it was duly supplied, but "e "ere wholly
unequal to its duties. In proof of this, we have only preached six times
and read Prayers once, during the last seven months. The privation is
THE EDITOR.
far, far more than we can express.
"FREELY YE HAVE RECEIVED, FREELY GIVE."
WE were permitted and privileged to preach at Prestonville Church,
Brighton, on Sunday morning, the 1st March. Without our knowledge,
the Sermon was taken down, and has since been printed. To it we
have appended the annexed
NOTE.
When preaching the foregoing, I had not the least idea of anyone
writing what was advanced. As, however, it is proposed to send it to
the press, I will not object, as I hope it may awaken a practical in-
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terest on behalf of the responsibility under which my dear friend and
brother, the Rev, GEORGE HEWETT, labours in regard to the cost of the
Vicarage now in course of erection. I have too vivid a recullection of
parochial work, weight, and worry, for four-and-forty years, to be indifferent to the anxieties of a fellow-labourer, especially one who, like
the Incumbent of St. Luke's, Prestonville, Brighton, holds and proclaims the Ohrist-exalting but creature-humbling doctrines of divine
sovereignty and rich, free, and superabonnding grace.
A little incident, if named, may stimulate the reader, and, I trust, stir
him up to do what he can in regard to the Building Fund aforenamed.
1 was urgen.tly requested, some years ago, to go to Manchester to
preach Oll behalf of a church in course of erection at Openshaw, the
scene of the many years' labour of that late champion for truth, the
Rev. WILLIAM PARKS. Just as I had started upon my lengthened
railway journey, from Bristol to Manchester, I thought, "Well, I have
five preaching engagements on behalf of this cause, and, as they are
very liberal in the North, I think I may calculate upon the average
contribution of £20 each service, and thus, in the aggregate, shall add
£100 to the building fund." When, the next morning, speaking to my
dear friend, the Rev. Dr. HEWLETT, upon the subject, I was grievously
disappointed when he said that he told the Rev. R. J. NOYES he
thought I might get about £14, if I stayed and preached a second
sermon in the afternoon. This amount, however, was contributed in
the morning, and, at the close of the sermon in the afternoon, I
said, I could but practically sympathize with my young friend, in the
arduous work to which he was called, in regard to church building;
that it reminded me of a remark made to me in the early part of
my labours at Bedminster. "I feel very much for you," said the wife
of one of the Trustees; "when you have begged for t,he church, you
will have to beg for the schools; and, when you have done begging
for the schools, you will have to beg for the parsonage."
"Oh," was
my reply, "I have made up my mind to beg till the end of my
days, and then you may, if you please, place upon my tombstone,
'Here lies the beggar!' Now," I added, "if they should happen
to do this in the case of my young friend, Mr. NOYES, on whose
behalf I plead to-day, and you should happen to pass his grave, and
recognize the name, you will be far better satisfied at the recollection of
having responded to rather than njused his appeal."
A contribution of
some £16 followed; and, upon the same argument being advanced, at
the close of the evening service in the school-house at Openshaw, £36
were the contents of the plates; and the fifth service made up the
amount to between £90 and £100.
As a reason why we should give heed to the scriptural injunction,
,,'Whatsoever thine hand findeth to do, do it with thy might, for
there is no work nor device in the grave whither thou goest," I will
venture to add the annexed fact: first, in the case of Mr. NOYES, he
told me that a gentleman promised him £1,000 towards his church, but
his death within a fortnight prevented the fulfilment of his word. In a
previous visit to Openshaw, when preaching on behalf of the church
there, I remarked, at the close of the afternoon servic'3, "Your pastor
is disappointed in the collection to.day. As you are aware, the rain
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has affectl\d the attendance. Meet the case by gi'&ing double what
you intended, and note if you miss that additional gift,. If you do,
let me know, and, if the Lord should be pleased to bring me here
again, I will repay you; but I am not afraid of a single application,
because my Bible declares that 'there is that scattereth, and yet
increaseth, whilst there is that withholdeth more than is meet, and it
tendeth to poverty.'"
There was a splendid response to this simple
appeal. Little indeed did, however, I imagine that my next visit to
the church would be to preach the funeral sermon of that dear servant
of God, the Incumbent. I've parted to meet no more in this vale of
tears, as was the case with respect to the two other dear brethren whose
pulpits I occupied, namely, tl:,J.e Rev. WHYTOCK DAVIS and the Rev. Dr.
HEWLETT.
Dear reader, I note these simple facts upon the eve of my eightieth
birthday. Hence, under a deepened sense of the brevity of life, and
the merely momentary opportunity of doing some little for Him who
hath done so much for us, I say, Yield at once to the fi1'st prompting that
my feeble words ?JULY s1Lggest.
Do not hesitate. Let there be no pros
and cons-no so-called "prudential" suggestions or arguments of poor
fallen human nature, but follow at once the promptings of faith-a
divine influence; and, if this bring not glory to the Most High, and a
supernatural satisfaction to the soul, then I am fearfully deceived. In
spite, however, of any such ideas, I amper3uaded that, in the summing
up of their career, none ever regretted having done this or that for the
Lord, whilst on the contrary, multitudes have deplored their having
done so little. If the course I have suggested be adopted, I think my
dear friend, the Rev. GEORGE HEWITT, will receive substantial help in
regard to the Vicarage for which he is personally responsible.
D. A, D.
MERCY.
LOOK down from heaven, Thy dwell. Without Thy smile, the light of
ing-place,
heaven
Oh, Thou that hearest prayer!
Is gloom to my sad hean ;
I thirst to taste the streams of grace, But if one kindly look be gi-ren,
And Thy sweet mercy share.
The shadows all depart.
Oh,
whom ha,e I in heaven but
Oppressed with guilt, a sinner vile,
Thee.
Dear Lord, I turn to Thee ;
Though countless sins my soul defile,
Or on the earth below?
Oh, turn, and look on me !
Oh. let me, Lord, Thy beauty see,
And Thy sa.l,ation know!
Thy blood, once shed on Calvary's
mount,
.And when I close my pilg:rim-days,~ j
And grieve Thy heart no more,
Can cleanse from every stain;
Oh, wash me in the healing fount,
My voice I'll raise in songs of praise
And bless my soul again!
On Canaan's peaceful shore.
Scarboro1Lgh.
W. S. ROBINSON.
THERE is nothing so sweet to the taste of the spiritual man as the
mercy of the Lord in Christ J cEUS. Mercy made known in the heart
is a most effectual cure for our own misery.-Henry Fowler.

