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FROM JUDAH TO JESUSl
" And Judah said ttnto Israel his fat1~e1', Send the lad with me, and
we will ari.se and go; that we may live, and not die, .both ·we, and thou,
I toil! 'be surety fo/' him " oJ my hand
and also OUI' little ones.
shalt thou require him: if I m'ing him not unto thee, and set Mm
before thee, then let me bear the blame for ever." -GENESIS xliii. 8, 9.
READERS, we
once more turn to the interesting and
instructive facts touching J oseph and his brethren. In doing so,
we may state that it has often been with us a matter of surprise
and astonishment, that J oseph could have so long remained
in ignorance as to his father and his condition. With all his
regard for him-and there is abundant evidence of such r~gard,
as seen in the particulars of his dealings with his brethren-and
taking into account his position and the means at his commandit does, to one's own mind at least, seem so strange that he
could have remained contentedly, month after month and year
after year, without knowing whether his father yet lived, and
what his state and circumstances. This would appear the more
strange and unaccountable, aware as he must have been of the
painful and wide-spread ravages of the famine that had so long
prevailed, and the which was still to continue. We can only
account for this state of things as being ordered of God, in His
inscrutable providence.
Perhaps it was that the facts should
stand out the mere strikingly as representing how the antitypical Joseph deals, in His own all-wise and so commonly mysterious.
and inexplicable dispensations, as He
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" Treasures up His bright designs
And works His sovereign will."

Nor
"Doe!! Gabriel ask the reason, why,
Nor God the reason give."

. Of this, however, we are assu.red, that the whole history of
R
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both J acob and J oseph is fraught with the richest-yea, and the
most consolatory-instruction.
Had the seemingly-lengthened
period been shorter, the circumstances less· complicated, or the
events not so numerous, the history would have been materially
divested of interest, and would have failed to throw light and
instruction upon the oft-perplexed pathway and prolonged pilgrimage of believers through this vale of tears.
The more the
Lord's dealings with the Patriarchs, and with his typical Israel
in general, are viewed in this light, the more are our contemplations fraught with instruction and comfort. For example, if
a child of God is disposed to reason as to the keenness of his
trials, and their so long and protracted duration, how may his
scruples be answered by his reference to the patriarchal history.
Were their trials too acute, their number' too great, or their
continuance too long for all the instruction they instrumentally gave, or the grand scheme they were intended to
develop? And so may it be said of the every trial and all the
varied details of the life of each and all of the children of God.
When they amve at the close or' their pilgrimage, and when they
duly consider, in all its bearings, "the end of the Lord"
<loncerning them, whoever, among the numberless departing ones,
but testifies to the fact, that "He hath done ALL things well"?
that there has not been a trial but was needed, nor an affliction
but was indispensable? yea, that
" All was most needful,
Not one was in vain " ?

If we mistake not, we have already stated, that Reuben's
proposal about the slaying of his two sons, if he did not bring
Benjamin back again, failed to move J acob's objections to his
going with his brethren to Egypt to buy corn. It was only
when J udah took the responsibility so entirely upon himself, and
declared, in such emphatic terms, "I will be surety for him; of
my hand shalt thou require him: if I bring him not unto thee,
.and set him before thee, then let me bear the blame for ever,"
that Jacob gave way.
We com'e now, however, to the pith and marrow of our
-subject; but, in doing so, we must candidly state, that we
:approac4 it with no small measure of diffidence and hesitation.
And why, think you, reader? From aught of doubt or uncertainty? By no means. We are as fixed and as certain about
the glorious topics upon which we are going to venture to touch,
as we are about our own existence. It is their vastness-their
glory-what is involved in them, that prompts us to feel how
puny-how insignificant-how poor and contemptible must be
all or everything that we may advance or bring forward upon a
theme so infinitely beyond the grasp of any poor finite creature.
It is the fact, however, that the Lord has put the treasure in
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earthen vessels, and that He has condescended to represent Divine
mysteries by passing scenes and objects, that encourages us to glance
upon these supernatural and divine mysteries.
" I will be surety for him; of my hand shalt thou require
him: if I bring him not unto thee, and set him before thee, let
me bear the blame for ever." Reader, this was the language of
Christ, as the Surety of His Church, in covenant with the Father
and the ever-blessed Spirit, long ere time was, or man, by sin
and transgression, fell j and the safety, stability, and ultimate
glorification of the Church rested wholly and solely upon this
covenant pledge and divine engagement. It was by virtue there()f Old Testament saints, from Genesis to Malachi, and from
Malachi to the Incarnation of Christ, and frqm His incarnation
to His dying' exclamation, "It is finished!" upon the cross of
Calvary, were admitted to heaven. Their entrance and their
sojourn there were based upon this grand and glorious foundation.
Speaking after the manner of men, shall we say, abiding where
they were and as they were rested wholly and solely upon the
positive, the absolute, the entire fulfilment of that covenant
Suretyship? Through all the changing scenes, fluctuating circum,stances, and ever-varying events of the four thousand years before
Christ, and, as already expressed, up to the identical Calvary cry,
"It is finished!" there was, shall we say, a contingency?-in a
certain sense, a condition ?-in regard to which the stability of
the Church, in her then partially-glorified condition-that is, as
far as the ransomed spirits are concerned-rested.
For: argument's sake-we speak it with reverence-had "that
cup passed away," for which J esllS, as the Lord of life and
glory, in the intensity of His agony in the garden, pleaded,
~:JVery creature that had been admitted. to heaven by virtue of
His Suretyship, would have been thenceforth and for ever
excluded. They would have been then and there banished from the
glory of which they had been so long made the partakers, and
their hapless spirits would have been deprived of the glorious reunion with their bodies, the resurrection of which they had been
so long and happily contemplating.
Nay, we go further, and unhesitatingly affirm, that had Jesus,
as the Surety and Substitute of His Church, allowed "that cup
to pass away," that terrible issue would have of necessity followed,
of which the poet has spoken"Had not Jesus paid the debt,
Yea, cancelled the entire sum,
He ne'er at :freedom would be set,
He ne'er could rise again."

As the Surety of His Church, He could not have risen victorious
over death, hell, and the grave. Mark the language, "He was
delivered for our offences; He was raised again for our justificaR
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tioD." It was "not possible that He could be holden of
death." Why? Because He had paid the penalty. He had
blotted out the handwriting which was against us, by nailing it
to the cross.
And then mark the blessed results and happy consequences,
as far as the Church of the firstborn was conoerned, namely, her
entire freedom from all the claims of Divine justioe, and the penalties
of a broken law, forU

...

Payment God cannot twice demand,
First at my bleeding Surety's hand,
And then again at mine."

But for the completion of His :Mediatorial work and the
accomplishnent of His covenant engagements, that blessed state of
things anticipated and dwelt npon with so much force in the
twenty-fourth Psalm, never would hav~ been verified. The gates of
. glory would have been closed rather than opened, and Heaven's
mighty Conquerer refused admission: "Lift up your heads, 0 ye
gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of
glory shall come in. Who is the King of glory? The Lord
strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle. Lift up your
heads, 0 ye gates; even lift them up, ye everla§ting doors; and
the King of glory shall come in. Who is this King of glory?
The Lord of hosts, He is the King of glory" (Psalm xxiv. 7.10).
Dear reader, when we consider what was involved, in the
.Suretyship of Christ, we can only, as it were, imagine what is
embraced .in it. No human ideas can grasp a millionth part of
what it comprehends. A child could as well count the stars, or
number the sands upon the sea-shore. It would be a task that
all the angels in heaven would tremble to undertake. It has a
height and a depth, a breadth and a length, the knowledge of
which rests with Deity, and with Deity alone. Turn from page
to page and chapter to chapter of Old Testament Scriptures,
dear ·reader, and in its every verse and line is hidden the Divine
-the inexplicable-mystery of the Suretyship of Christ. It
runs through the sacred page with an inscrutable force and a
majestic power.
To our own mind there seems under and
around every verse and line of the momentous record, in invisible,
imperceptible characters, as far as the merely natural or human is
conoerned, "I WILL BE SURETY FOR HIlIf," or rather for the
whole family of the redeemed. Under all the types, the saorifices,
the offerings, during the Levitical dispensation-yea, from Adam
to Simeon-there is the eoho from age to age and from generation to generation-" I WILL BE SURETY! ,. "I WILL BE SURETY!"
Oh, for grace to consider this I-Oh, for precious faith to comprehend this! How would it check our doubts-abate our fearsand possess us with a holy confidence and a supernatural dependence. It would bespeak such a dignity; such a power; such an
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in'finitude of ' love, mercy, grace, and compassion. The whole is
so stamped with the supernatural, with the wisdom, the goodness,
the tenderness of J ehovah in covenant. In the 8uretyship of Christ
is involved that which embraoes not only the persons of the vast
family of the household of faith, myriads though they be, but it
embraces likewise all the minute· circumstances and varied details
of their individual and personal career, from the moment they
drew breath till they were called home. There is not an atom in
the whole pilgrim career of anyone child of God omitted, overlooked, or not taken into account, in that "covenant, which is
ordered in all things and sure," and with which is indissolubly
identified the Suretyship of Christ. We are perfectly warranted in
making this statement by that one, as well as numberless other
Scriptures, "In that day sing ye unto her, A vineyard of red
wine. I the Lord do keep it; I will water it every moment:
lest any hurt it, I will keep it night and day" (Isaiah xxvii. 2,3).
Ah! dear reader, did we really believe this, so as day by day to
act upon the belief, how would it tend to lessen our cares, brighten
{JUT prospects, and give us to watch and wait the unfolding of
the Lord's mind, and the development of' His will, assured, as we
should be, that "all that will was love," and that He was in
very deed "leading us by the right way to a city of habitation."
But let us seek to glance at the subject, dear reader-for
this is the utmost we can do-in one or two of its manifold features.
Keeping in view the weight and responsibility of which we just
now spoke, in regard to the admission of each and every believer
into heaven by virtue of the Suretyship of Christ and in anticipation
<Jf the fulfilment of His Mediatorial engagements, mark His
language in the, contemplation of His work: "The Lord possessed
Me in the beginning of His way, before His works of old. I was
set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth
was. When there were no depths, I was brought forth; when
there were no fountains abounding with water. Before the
mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth:
while as yet He had not made the earth, nor the fields, nor the
highest part of the dust of' the world. When He prepared the
heavens, I was there: when, He set a compass upon the face of
the depth: when He established the clouds above: when He
strengthened the fountains of the deep: when He gave to the sea
His decree, that the waters should not pass His commandment:
'when He appointed the foundations of the earth: then I was by
Him, as one brought up with Him: and I was daily His delight,
rejoicing always before Him; rejoicing in the habitable part of
'His earth; and My delights' were with the sons of men"
{Prov. viii. 22-31). We are bound to say, that this statement,
" My delights were with the sons of men," is marvellous in the
extreme; and we maintain that, in spite: of all the privation, the
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sacrifice, and the suffering involved in the Suretyship of Christ,
this feeling pervaded His eternal mind, in an inconceivable fulness
and blessedness, from the moment the declaration was made in Eden,
in regard to the seed of the woman, "It shall bruise thy head,
and thou shalt bruise His heel."
Now, the language of the Apostle, in the tenth chapter of
Hebrews, sweetly harmonizes with the foregoing, and tends to
show,_ not merely the readine8S of Christ to undertake His
Mediatorial work, but his wishfulnes8 to be engaged in it.
Assuredly this is to be gathered from the following: "It is not
possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins.
Wherefore when He cometh into the world, He saith, Sacrifice and
offering Thou wouldest not, but a body hast Thou prepared Me :
in burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin Thou hast had no
:pleasure. Then said I, La, I come (in the volume of the book it
is written of Me,) to do Thy will, 0 God. Above when He said,
Sacrifice and offering and burnt offering and offering for - sin
Thou wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure therein; which are
offered by the law; then said he, La, I come to do Thy will,
o God. He taketh away the first that He may establish the
second" (Heb. x. 4-9).
But there is one view in particular, dear reader, that has been
-dwelling upon our own mind, and upon which we wish here to
touch a little; it is in regard to the sufferings of Christ, as here
and there prophetically spoken of in the Psalms of David. Be it
ours to keep prominently before us how long these prophetic
utterances were made before the incarnation of Christ, at the
same time how clearly they bespoke His personal experience in
the accomplishment of His Mediatorial work. Moreover, how
these prophecies express the reality and the intensity of His
anguish. Let us glance at three or four Psalms in proof.
Turn first to the 16th Psalm, and there what an anticipation of
Christ's Mediatorial work is seen: "I have set the Lord always
before Me: because He is at My right hand, I shall not be
moved. Therefore My heart is glad, and My glory rejoiceth: My
flesh also shall rest in hope. For Thou wilt not leave My soul
in hell; neither wilt Thou suffer Thine Holy One to see corruption. Thou wilt show M~ the path of life: in Thy. presence is
fulness. of joy; at Thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore." In the 22nd Psalm, see the keenness of His sufl'erings
and the intensity of His anguish: "My God, My God, why
hast Thou forsaken Me? why art Thou so far from helping Me,
and from the words of My roaring? 0 My God, I cry in the
daytime, but Thou hearest not; and in the night season, and
am not silent" (ver. 1, 2); "But I am a worm, and no man; a
reproach of men, and despised of the people. All they that see
Me laugh Me to scorn: they shoot out the lip, they shake the
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head" (ver. 6, 7); "I am poured out like water, and all My bones
are out of joint: My heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst.
(if My bowels. My strength is dried up like a potsherd; and
My tongue oleaveth to My jaws; and Thou hast brought Me into
the dust of death. For dogs have oompassed Me: the assembly
of the wicked have inolosed Me: they pierced My hands and My
feet. I may tell all My bones: they look and stare upon Me"
(ver. 14-17). "False witnesses did rise up; they laid to My charge
things that I knew not. They rewarded Me evil for good to the
spoiling of My soul. But as for Me, when they were sick, My
clothing was sackcloth: I humbled My soul with fasting; and
My prayer returned into My own bosom" (Psalm xxxv. 11-13).
"Innumerable evils have compassed Me about: Mine iniquities
have taken hold upon Me, so that I am not able to look up;
they are more than the hairs of Mine head: therefore My heart
faileth Me. Be pleased, 0 Lord, to deliver Me: 0 Lord, make
haste to help Me" (Psalm xl. 12-13). "Draw nigh unto My soul,
and redeem it: deliver Me because of Mine enemies. Thou hast
known My reproach, and My shame, and My dishonour: Mine
adversaries are all before Thee. Reproach hath broken My
heart; and I am full of heaviness; and I looked for Borne
to take pity, but there was none; and for comforters, but
I found none. They gave Me also gall for My meat; and
in My thirst they gave Me vinegar to drink" (Psalm lxix. 18-21).
"I am counted with them that go down into the' pit: I am as
.a man that hath no strength; free among the dead, like'
the slain -that lie in the grave, whom Thou rememberest no
more: and they are cut off from Thy hand. Thou hast laid Me
in the lowest pit, in darkness, in the deeps. Thy wrath lieth
hard upon Me, and Thou hast afRicted Me with all Thy waves.
Thou hast put away Mine acquaintance far from Me;
Thou hast made Me an abomination unto them: I am shut up,
and I cannot come forth" (Psalm lxxxviii. 4-8). "I am affiicted
and ready to die from My youth up: while I Buffer 'I'hy terrors
I am distracted. Thy fierce wrath goeth over Me; Thy terrors
have cut Me off. They came round about Me daily like water;
they compassed me about together. Lover and friend hast Thou
put far from Me, and Mine acquaintance into darkness" (ver.
15-18).
These passages give a little insight into what was the personal
experience of Christ, in the fulfilment of His Suretyship engagements. In one sense, we are so in the habit of contemplating
His greatness and His power, that it is difficult to separate it
from His lowliness, obscurity, and powerlessness. Well has the
poet said, "But who His weakness knows?" How difficult it is
to follow the Lord, in His statement, "Thou hast brought Me
into the dust of death." For our own part, we are ever wont!o
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consider His restraint and self-control a marvflllous setting forth
and a wondrous example of His Almighty power!
But' we pray the reader to consider the extent of time over
which all these experiences, as embodied in the afore-named portions
of the Psalms, extended. Moreover, they were ever present to the
Redeemer's mind. Most familiar was He with all the facts, as if
in daily detail and development from Adam's fall to His .own
incarnation. We cannot lay too great stress upon this feature of
His Mediatorial work. It showed at once how muoh his heart
was set upon it; at the same time it bespoke the keenness and
intensity of His sufferings.
We repeat, how, ceaselessly and ever present must have been
the thought in His eternal mind, in regard to His Churoh, "I
1dU be Surety for her" >" "I will be Surety for her." Can we, for
a moment, suppose that there was anything approaohing indifferenoe or unoonoern upon the part of J udah, when he went forth
with his brethren to buy oorn in Egypt, and remembered his
own special and personal suretyship, in regard to the return of
Benjamin? Does not the anguish of heart betrayed on his part,
at the finding Joseph's cup in Benjamin's saok, clearly bespeak
this? What, then, must the weight of the Suretyship of Christ have
entailed upon Him, throughout the upwards of four thousand
years of Old Testament times?
.
Speaking after thEl manner of men, His responsibility was the
greater whilst yet in prospeotive. In the days of His flesh,
He so uniformly veiled His Divinity, and, from time to time,
gave suoh direotions about not making Him known. Again,
as we read that, as the time of His cross and passion drew nigh,
He "set His face. steadfastly to go up to Jerusalem," does it
not clearly bespeak how intensely His heart was set upon the
aooomplishment of His Mediatorial work?
In connection: with this, moreover, it behoves us never to lose
sight of the fact so long foretold of Him. namely, "He shall
see of the travail of His soul, and be satisfied." That striotly
applied to all the varied ciroumstances appertaining to the Old
Testament condition of His Church. And, if thus prospectively
He rejoiced and was satisfied with His work, how much
(hu~anly speaking) must that pleasure and satisfaction have beeu
enhanced, after His work had been completed, of whioh He
Himself testified. when He deolared to His Father, "I have
finished the work whioh Thou gavest Me to do"?
Beloved, let us glance. for a moment, at this statement, with
the Oalvary shout, " It is finished!" and think of all that
happened, and. all that the Lord of life and glory passed
through, in the intervening period, short as it was. If satisfied
in the one instance (humanly speaking), how much more so in
the othElr? If contented and glorified, with His ignominious
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death in prospeot, how satisfied and how glorified in the act of
giving up the ghost, and. the affixing His divine signet to all
His Suretyship engagements, that had spread over a period of
more than four thousand years!
'
But now, dear reader, by way of summing up, and seeking to
gather instruotion and encouragement and comfort from the
subject, this is what we want to assert and insist upon: As we
have ~ sought to show, throughout the entire Old Testament
times, and up to the inoarnation and death of the Ohuroh's
great and glorious Surety, there was not the shadow of failure
or defeat; so, in like manner, however muoh, in our littlemindedness and oreature contraotedness, we may fail to see it,
the same uniformity of design and the same perfeotion of aooomplishment, pervade the working out of the operations of the
divine oounsels of the Eternal Three! Blessed be God!
confusing and bewildering and contradiotory as may be the
aspect of Ohristendom-yea, and the world at large-the
language quoted in an early part of this article still holds good" Deep in unfathomable mines
Of never-failing skill,
He treasures up His bright designs,
And works His sovereign will."

He still "rules in heaven and among the inhabitants of the
earth. None dare stay His hand, nor say, What doest Thou?"
The government (blessed be His dear and ever-adorable
Name!) is still upon the shoulder of the great and glorious
Surety! c. Of that government there shall be no end." Over all
the states and stages of the Old Testament Ohurch, during its
four thousand years' duration, there was indelibly reoorded
through, around, and over and above all the numberless events
that were spread over that protraoted period, "I U'il! be Surety
for her .. if I bring her not back to Thee, let Me bear the blame for
ever;" and, if the same were oonfirmed and ratified by the
transactions of Oalvary, seouring, as they did, the safety and the
permanency of the then triumphant and glorified ;-if such were
the case, we say, may not the wayfaring, and the troubled, and
the broken and the contrite-the pilgrims through a waste howl·
ing wilderness-the combatants of the world, the flesh, and the
devil, exult and take courage? If, in spite of all, Old Testament
believers lived, died, fought and oonquered, under the bloodstained banner of Immanuel-" I will be Surety for them " if I
bring tlwm not back to Thee, let Me bear the blame jor ever "-with
hope and' expectation, the weakest and the frailest, and the
feelingly most unworthy, may rejoice prospeotively likewise; for
"the very hairs of their hllads are all numbered," and the glorious
mandate has never been reoalled, cc Whoso touoheth you, toucheth
the apple of His eye."
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"What sha:11 injure you,
Ye hedged about with God P ,

Infinite wIsdom, boundless love, omnipotent power" are pledged
on behalf of the Church of the living God, to protect, preserve,
and glorify the every vessel of mercy.
.
Oh, reader, as we glance at the present disturbed condition of
the world at large; as we contemplate the contending elements,
in a manifold point of view, which now pervade society in general;
as we reflect upon the strange and inexplicable events which day
by day are presenting themselves, and when we see. the
fulfilment of the Sacred Word, "Men's hearts failing them for
fear of the things that are coming upon the earth," how soothing
-how satisfactory-how blessed-as the echo and the re-echo
through the vault of heaven, is the language of the Daysman,
the Divine Redeemer, the Head and Representative of His
Church, "I will be Surety for her; at My hand shalt Thou
require her: if I bring her not again to thee, let Me bear the
blame for ever."
Southsea, Sunday, Februa1'Y 5th., 1893.
THE EDITOR.
A CHILD'S PRAYER.
"Jesus . •.. took a child, and set hi·;n by Him."-LuKE ix. 47.
OH, set me by Thee, Jesu Lord,
Oh. set'me by Thyself to-day,
I'm but a feeble child,
I'm lonely and depressed;
And day and night the Evil One
Some friends I love are far away,
., Doth haunt this land defiled.
Some in the grave·yard rest.
Oh. set me near Thy broken heart,
Oh, place Thy blessed Self between
This helpless soul of mine
Fill up my soul's deep void
And Satan's fatal fiery dartsWith Thine own presence, and Thy
Be Thou my Shield Divine.
0 Jesu Crucified!
[love.
Oh, set me by Thee. J em Lord,
Oh, set me by Thee, J eau Lord,
I'm but a simple child:
I'm but a timid child,
I'm ignorant and very dull;
And I must meet an awful foe,
Before I quit this wild.
I need a Master mild.
Oh. set me on Thy shoulder strong,
Oh, set me at Thy pierced feet,
Oh, teach me by Thy Dove,
Oh, place Thine arms beneath
Thy Gospel, and Thy providence;
My trembling spirit, when I face
The King of Terrors-Death.
Oh, teach me-" God is Love."
"And when I've left earth's wants and woes,
Have gained the home above,
Where human hearts are satisfied
With life, and light, and love;
Then, set me by Thee, Jesu Lord,
Oh, set me with Thine own.
Anear Thy sacred wounded side,
Upon Thy glory-throne.

IsA..

NONE are so easily acquainted, so closely knit together, and so
much endeared to one another, as real Christians.
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LITTLE LINKS A~D WHEELS.
" A nd their work was as it were a wheel in the middle of a wheel" [or
"a wheel within a wheel"].-EzEKIEL i. 16.
OUR passage is taken from the first of the mysterious visions which
Ezekiel had of Jehovah-" wheels" and" a th1-one." I do not propose
to go into this vision, which needs much divine teaching and thought;
suffice it to say, that my conviction is that "the wheels" are symbols
of the dispensations of God, in providence and grace, with the Cherubim
(His Church); that. such are "so high," inscrutable, "full of eyes," unerring-are moved by the Holy Spirit-and that, in every particular
of His working, we do well to watch His will and bow humbly before
His divine sovereignty. This is the point laid upon one's heart ~o
dwell upon at this time. I trust it will prove of the Lord. I watt,
pen in hand, and with my Bible open, and my heart too, while the
cry goes upward, 0 Thou Divine Spirit, Thou lJlover of the wheels, be
Thou our Teacher and Guide.
" And their work was as it were a wheel within a wheel." FRANCIS
QUARLES, A.D. 1630, wrote, in his quaint but truthful style.
" As in a clock, one motion doth convey
And carry divers wheels a several way,
Yet altogether, by the great wheel's force,
Direct the hand into its proper course;
Even so, that sacred will, although it uses
Means seeming contrary, yet all enduce
To one effect, and it a free consent,
They bring to pass Heaven's high decreed intent."
It is rather difficult in its reading, but these words are weighty llnd
truthful, and quite in keeping with the Apostle Paul's assertion, "And'
we know that all things work together for good to them that love
God, to them who are the called according to His purpose." "We
know"; that is the lesson, that is the confidence we crave. to come to:
God give us grace to do so.
We will think first of "Little links." Dear reader, you that are at
all interested in our writings, know that I have long loved to point to
and ponder over the grea.t and grand and glorious old links of God's providence and grace, such as the Trinity-Divine Sovereignty-ElectionCovenant of Grace-Atonement-Justification-Sanctification-Adoption
Divine Calling-the Final Perseverance of the Saints-and Glorification.
These are inexhaustible subjects, but now it is laid upon us to look
at some of the lesser links, and to His work as it were "a wheel
within a whee1."
And have you not noted, at the onset, how full the Bible i,~
of blessed links - both great and small - powerf~bl ctnd precWtLS? No
doubt you have many such proofs of this marked in your daily
treasure. Just a few by -way of example, and they can be extended
by the reader a hundredfold. In three verses of the l03rd Psalm,
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it is told us of, our God, that He forgrveth-healeth-redeemeth
-crowneth-satisfieth. What blessed links 1-" Who forgiveth all thine
iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases j who redeemeth thy life from
destruction; who crowneth thee with loving-kindness and tender
mercies; who satisfieth thy mouth with good things." Again, look at
comforting links which occur in only a few verses of the forty-third
chapter of Isaiah, .where God tells His people, "I have called thee by
thy name." I will be with thee through rivers and floods, fire 'and
flame. "I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour.
I have loved thee. . . . I will say to the north, Give up; and to the
sou-th, Keep not back. . . . I have created thee for My glory. I have
delivered; I have saved; I have showed.... I will work, and who shall
le~ it ~" Are not such links lovely and soul-assuring ~ Feed and feast
by faith upon them, brother or sister in the Lord. Similar blessed
links may be traced in the early verses of Ezekiel xvi., and -again, in
the last six verses of that chapter j J ehovah links that will do to live
by and die by.
And then we cannot omit, the love links in our dear Lord's last
prayer on the earth. He pleads for His own-Divine keeping: "Holy
Father, keep through Thine own name those whom Thou hast given
Me." Divine Oneness: ," That they may be one as we are one." Divine
Joy: "That they may have My joy fulfilled in them." Divine Sanctification: "Sanctify them through Thy truth." Divine Fellowship:
"That they all may be one, as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in
Thee." Divine Perfection: "That they may be made perfect in one."
Divine Love: "That the love wherewi~h Thou hast loved Me may be
in them, and I in them." Well now, dear fellow Bible-lovers, we must
forego enlarging on our point, but I trust I have given a hint, even to
our younger friends, that shall induce them to "search the Scriptu1'es" for
J ehova h's love links, that they may understand such, and drink in the
truths they blessedly convey.
And now let us lead your thoughts to the fact, Little links often lead
to great and important 1'esults. And, as we heard dear Mr. ABRAHAlIIS,
in by-gone days, say, in his Jewish dialect, "There is a veal within a
veal," meaning, of course, "a wheel within a wheel." Take, for
instance, the marvellously interesting history of Ruth. As one has
observed, "We learn here that the providence of God is over the
domestic concerns even of the poorest families, as exemplified in the
family of Elimelech." How mysterious and unaccountable are many
things in providence, till events explain them. God fixes upon some
point which shall come to pass, though now distant and invisible.
He ordains a chain of events which shall gradually lead to this point.
This chain is often long and intricate, and what it is designed to produce at last is not all understood for the time. There was a point
He had' fixed up.on respecting this family, and that was, that a poor
girl in a heathen land should come out of it, and be a branch of the
family of the Messiah, and to this event every circumstance leads.
Not a link can be taken out, or the whole chain is broken and the
point lost. Had Ruth not followed Naomi into the land of Israel she
never could have become the wife of Boaz and the mot,her of Obed,
from whom Christ descended. What. a lesson we have here, dear
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reader. We see that God may employ famine, ba.nishment, povert.y,
and the death of relatives, to lead us finally to the greatest blessings.
But further, the case of Naaman the Syrian leper is to our point.:
There was a little link which became, under 'God, the turning point in
his career. An overbearing, proud, self-conceited, arid self-willed man,
who deemed himself too good and great to wait upon the Prophet of
the Lord;. but look at the little link in God's working to bring that
lofty one down, and to grant him the restoration he was undeserving
of. The Syrians had brought away captive out of the land of Israel
a little maid, and she waited on N aaman's wife. Note the three
elements of weakness in this link. She was little, she was a captive,
and she was a maid,. yet she was God's appointed means in the
salvation of tbis mighty man of valour, but who was a leper.
" Would God my lord wero with 'the Prophet that is in Samaria, for
he would recover him of his leprosy." Precious faith, which carried
its point, and led, in God's bands, to marvellous results.
Take another caSI~: "And on the Sabbath we [says Paul}
went out of the city by a river side, where prayer was wont to be
made, and we sat down and spake unto the women which resorted
thither." What simple links! No temple, no fine building; a simple
prayer-meeeing by the river side; no fine oratory' or preaching, but
they" sat down and spake" to the few who had resorted thither. But
mark the blessed results.
Lydia, a seller of purple, had her heart
opened; and now, full of love, she gladly constrained the disciples to
come into her house. And afterwards, when Paul and Silas were
delivered by the Holy Spirit from prison, and the jailor had become
converted, they "entered into the house of Lydia, and when they had
seen the brethren, they comforted them, and departed." Little links
which lead to precious and blessed results.
And· now we might fill our pages with further proofs of our point.
We might refer to dear old Jacob's life-to Joseph's-to Moses; nay,
"Time would fail us to tell of Gideon, and of Barak, and of Samson,
and of J ephthoo, of David also, and Samuel, and of the Prophets."
Just one example that occurs to us in later times. I am never
tired of referring to the fact that the immortal TOPLADY was, in early
age, led to direct his steps into a barn at a' place called Codymain,
in Ireland, where a humble layman was preaching. The word of God
then delivered was fixed upon his conscience, "in demonstration ot
the Spirit and of power," and with what result all lovers of TOPLADY
know well. The place was lowly-a barn; the preacher a humble instrument. The text, however, was powerful, and precious. It was, " Ye
who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ."
Its application by the power of the Spirit was the secret of blessed
results; for" It pleaseth God by the foolishness of preaching to save
them that believe." And so, coming down to our own time-nay, to
ourselves-have we not abundant proof in our experience, that God's
little links lead to great and important results?
And before passing from this point let us observe, that God neve
loses the smallest of His links,. every link and wheel is in its place.
n
a cold frosty morning, when the jug in one's bedroom has become
frozen, and one's fingers nipped with the cold, what a distress it

230

The Gospel Magazine.

becomes to have 'mislaid some little stud, or to have lost some little
link, insignificant apparently, but yet essential to the completion of our
clothing, and to the letting us hasten to the fireside and welcome
breakf~ Ah, well! our God never loses one of His little links;
~~vmy-mmute circumstance of our life is ordered and well ordered. As
the great and grand wheels in Ezekiel's vision moved gloriously, it is
said of the lesser wheels, "And their work was as it were a wheel in
the middle of a wheel."
And now further note with us, thi1"dly, Little links in cmnection with
the details of eve1"y-day life; for we are convinced that the Lord not
merely orders the important events of the Christian's life,but He has
to do with what may be called the lesser things of their daily career.
"Are not [said our blessed Lord, when on earth] two sparrows sold
for a farthing, and one of them shall not fall to the ground without
your Father. But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear
ye not, therefore, ye are of more value than many sparrows." , Yes;
the little links are of His welding as much as the great links. At the
Spirit's bidding the smaller wheels move, as much as the large. " And
their work was as it were a wheel in the middle of a wheel."
"While I know His providence
Disposes each event,
Shall I judge by feeble sense,
And yield to discontent?
H He worms and sparrows feed,
Clothe the grass in rich array,
'Can He see Bis child in need,
And turn His eye away P"
Never! never! Let us, then, now think of God's care over us, and
w:orking for us in connection with the world and business life. l\.nd
I must say upon this, that one thing is very noticeable in the day in
which we live, namely, that commercial morality is on the wane.
During a lengthened experience, never do I remember the commercial
world to be in such an unstable, unsatisfactory, restless state as it is
now. J Common enough is it for a group of clever tricksters to start
---ascneme and call it a "company." Names of prominent men seem
to be readily obtained as directors, who sit in their arm-chairs round
a table, and are gulled to believe anything these t1"ickste1"s advance.
The thing is floated with a plausible prospectus, holding out tempting
promises of large dividends. The public, who know nothing of what
is going on behind the scenes, invest their money, and, in some cases
-silly folk I-their all. The thing grows; immense figures are reached;
then comes the crash! It turns out to be a gigantic fraud. The
clever ,tricksters have fled to the Continent with their ill-gained booty,
leaving the, poor shareholders as wrecks upon the shifting sand of
commercial deception. I can at this moment lay my hand upon the
shoulder of a thrifty man, who was induced to put his hard-earned
savings' of many years in such a company, and has now become
penniless. And I can tell you, friend, another thing, without the fear
of contradiction, namely, that this rage for the formation of companies,
even if upon an honest basis, is yet dead against the pecuniary support
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of our religious institutions, be they connected with church or chapel;
for such companies have to do their best to satisfy the claims of their
clamorous shareholders, and "charities" have to be shelved. It is
otherwise with the private enterprise, when the heads are right-minded.
Charities are recognised as Il. necesliarYlu~aYiWell, in the midst of
all these conflicting circumstances, w at ar w rk it is for the Christian
man to plod on in his honest way. Yet God helps him, and he knows
what it is often to weep and pray and thank Hod over his ledgers.
And here is his secret comfort, "The Lord reigns." He is the God
of, providence still, overruling events, linking deliverances in love; and
there is, in His working, a wheel within a wheel of goodness and
mercy.
And now, descending in our scale even to lesser wheels, will it be
thought a thing too mean if I mention the following ~ Nearly half-acentury ago, my revered father, who has long been gathered to His
blissful home, wrote to me as follows: "Knowing I share largely
in your affections, I hasten to communicate what I am sure will afford
you, with me, as much pleasure and gratification than I can express,
to our covenant God in Christ, for His wonderful goodness in granting
me a comfortable night's rest." Shall I confess, that at that time,
with young experiencE', I. really smiled at such pathetic expressions
for what appeared to me then a thing of small moment-gratitude for
a comfortable night's rest. Ah! but since, how again and again have
I felt differently, and have lived feelingly to exclaim in the morning
of the day, " Thank God for a comfortable night's rest!" * It is of the
Lord. And so we might say of a multitude of lesser wheels that are
constantly revolving in our experience amidst the common duties and
every-day details of life. And shall we wonder, when it is quite
certain He who hath done all for the salvation of our souls, will surely
watch over everything that has to do with mind and body ~ Having
done the greater, He will never leave the lesser. Indeed, there does
seem to me to be a very precious God-coupling between grace and
providence. They are inseparable-a wheel within a wheel, in the
working of both-so that we sing feelingly and joyously"If He shed His precious blood

To bring me to His fold,
Can I think that meaner. good
He ever will withhold P
Satan, vain is thy device,
Here my hope shall rest assured:
In that great redemption work
I see the whole secured."

And then I do love to watch the movements of God's little wheels
in providence, in connection with the help He works for His helpless
and needy ones. A case in point, which I can personally vouch for,
• We fully endorse this statement of our dear brother, in regard to the great
boon of refreshing sleep. Perhaps few feel it more than ourselves, now in our
old age. In the case of our dear father, how often have we heard him, of a morning, say, "I heard the clock strike every hour last night, except it may be once
or twice." Is there not, then, cause for gra'itude, if there are happy exceptions?
-ED.
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is called to milid. It is a fact, and facts are worth all the fiction
in the world. A dear Christian brother, who was accustomed to go
into the, chambers of the Lord's sorrowing and suffering ones, came
upon one whose condition much touched him. It was that of an
aged saint, perfectly penniless, but who literally lived upon (as she
said) "What the Lord sent her,"
Nor did her God ever fail her,
during a long period of helplessness, even to her end. Well, our
friend felt an earnest desire to procure for her a sum that would
assist to keep her for some time, but was puzzled to know how to do
it, when all at once he remembered hearing of a godly minister,
who had periodically placed in his hands, by a benevolent merchant, a
sum of money to give away to the Lord's poor. Our brother at once
determined, although he lived far away in the country, to proceed
to London on this errand of mercy.
Putting up at an hotel, he
began to fear he was on a fool's errand, and, falling on his knees in
his chamber, earnestly prayed to God to direct him aright. After
breakfast, he sallied forth to find out tlie abode of the man of God.
Arriving at the same, he was ushered into a room, and soon the two
good men met. Our brother told his tale, adding, "And I have just
been praying to God to direct me, that I may obtain the needed
help." "And I," responded the minister, "received only this morning
a cheque from my friend, and when you came in I was on my knees
in my study, asking ·God to direct some one to me who needed the
same; ,. and handing the cheque to him, he added, .e It is yours,
friend, in the name of the Lord." And the two good men of God
fell upon their knees together, and uplifted their hearts to God for this
fresh token of His love and care for His own. So it is, His working
is as it were" a wheel within a wheeJ." The Lord will support the
sinking mind; He will help the helpless. In Him is rest for weary
ones. Dark chambers of SUffering are often lit up by His divine
presence, and all that He does for His own is for their eternal gain
and good.
Well, then, beloved, is not our point true, that the Lord orders the
ways of His people, even in the details of their daily life-be it in commercial life or private life-and in all their afflictions and privations ~ ;,<
"A man's heart deviseth his way. " Yes, indeed, we want our own
devisings carried out, and we think they would work often wondrously
well; the mercy, however, is in the lesson we have to be burnt in us,
that "the Lord directeth his steps." "There are many devices in a
man's heart, nevertheless the counsel of the Lord, that shall stand."
"Promotion cometh neither from the east, nor from the west, nor from
the south. But God is the Jndge: He putteth down one, and setteth
up anotlier." He doeth as seemeth Him good in the armies of heaven
and among the inhabitants of the earth.
"How safe and how happy are they
Who on the Good Shepherd rely;
.. Ah'! yes, that He does, (blessed be His name!) even in the most minute and
intricate details. Reader,
"Watch His hand, and thou shalt see
'Wonders wrou~ht, and wrought for thee."-ED.
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He gives them out strength for the day,
Their wants He will surely supply.
.. He ravens and lions can tame;
All creatures obey His command;
Then let me rejoice in His name,
.And leave all my cares in His hand."
But there is one thing we must mention in passing, relative to the
watching of God's movements in providence and grace, namely, thl'dijftuUy of arriving at what is His will and what is not. We hear so
"ften, even among Christians, the expression, "Oh, I am persuaded of
this, and persuaded of the other," but, if scrutinized, it is found to be
the issue of self and flesh-pleasing desires. But there are things which
we meet with that we may be persuaded rightly about. For instance,
we have read of a Ohristian lady who opened a private Home of Rest
for Ohristian workers, and who has called it "Peth-u-el," which means,
"Persuaded of the Lord." Now we may be pretty confident, from
the fruits and effects which will surely follow, that there was no mistake
'here. And herein, I think, is a good guide at arriving at the -conclusion
that our persuasion is from on high. Is it that which will bring about
i3elf-sacrifice, good to our fellow-creatures, and glory to God ~ An overconfident persuasion is not well, but yet there are hundreds of things
in the child of God's experience that he feels and knows are of the
Jeading of the Spirit, and concerning which he has no more doubt
than he has of bis own existence. Fruits and effects, ripeness and
l.'esul~, will clear the matter up. There are three things, at all events,
we may be fully persuadtld of, grounded upon the Word of God :(1.) That our God is the Faithful P1'omiser, who will never fail us iD:
any time of exigency or weakness. "Being fully persuaded, that what
Ha has promised, He is able also to perform" (Rom. iv. 21).
(2. ) We may be well persuaded of the unerring certainty of union
with a pnciaus Christ. I am persuaded that nothing "shall be able to
separate me from the love of God, which is in Ohrist Jesus our Lord"
(Rom. viii. 38, 39).
(3.) We may rest persuaded that our God will give grace to persevere
-to the end. " Nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I am persuaded that
He is able to keep that which I have. committed unto Him against
that day" (2 Tim. i. 12).
.
Here are gra.nd assertions it is a mercy to be persuaded of.
But a step further, to observe that there are little links we rejoice
[n, but others we repel and rebel at, but they are all clenched in love.
Ab! is there not such a thing as our rejoicing in the midst of pleasing
drcumstances and soul prosperity ~ We love to be appreciated in
our work, but how about the pang of depreciation ~ We feel lifted
up when there is the warm shake of the hand, but how about being
~helvd ? We have felt cheered amidst the group of kindred spirits, but
how about being as a sparrow alone upon the house top q We have
sung our joyous strain" Oh! to be nothing, nothing,
Only as led by His hand;
A messenger at His gateway,
Only waiting His command";

s
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but have we sung with equal delight" Only· an instrument ready
His praises to sound at His will;
Waiting should He not require meIn silence wait on Him still" P
No! no! that has not been so agreeable to flesh and blood, and we
must own it. God hides Himself sometimes, in His providences, behind
second causes, and that which in our mistaken calculation we think
adverse, is all the time working for our good. A dear minister of
God was recovering from a dangerous illness, when one of his friends
observed, "It will be a long time before you are able to preach as
usual." The good man answered, "You are mistaken, my friend, for
this six weeks' illness has taught me more divinity than all my past
studies, and all my ten years' ministry put together." Ab! it is on
the couch of suffering we learn the choicest lessons in life. Sometimes
God's providences are dark and mysterious-" a great deep," and painful
to realize, but, with a waiting and weighing faith, they are in due
time cleared up. With the children of Israel, "His way was in the sea,
and His path in great waters"; yet-oh, blessed yet /-" He led them
like a flock." "Oh, the depths of the riches of His wisdom and
knowledge!" they are unsearchable, but, as He unfolds them, we must
acknowledge all is right and well. We repeat, God give us a waiting
and a weighing faith.
But now, dear reader, we feel it is time we should gather up DU?'
chain. Look once more at the links we have thought upon, and mark
the wheels of God's providence and grace in our experience. Briefly,
then, we remind you of how full the Bible is of blessed links, powerful
and precious, and which young and old will do well to trace out and
treasure. Then we have led your thought-s to the fact of how often
little links lead to great results, as in the case of Ruth and Naomi; .
also the little captive maid in the family of the Syrian leper; again
in the simple prayer-meeting on a Sabbath-evening by the river side.
And coming down to later times, the lowly place-a barn-the humble
preacher-God's little wheels in bringing dear TOPLADY to the .knowledge of the truth. And then we have noted the fact, that God never
loses the smallest of His links; every link and wheel is in its right
place. Then, further, we have dwelt upon His little links in connection
with the details of our every-day life, whether it be business life,
domestic, or private life. He is not unmindful of His own, and that,
too, in life's common details, meanest and manifold affairs. Especially
blessed it is to watch the wheels of His providence, in connection
with His ordained help for the helpless, and how He raiseth up friends
to minister to their ned and comfort. Again, we have reminded our
readers of how we rejoice in little links and providences that suit
our frames and feelings, but repel and rebel against those that appear
adverse to us, and yet one and all are clenched in love.
Just one thought more, in closing our tracings. In Ezekiel's vision,
not merely were there "the wheels," but there was" a throne." " And
above the firmament that was over their heads was the likeness of
a throne, as the appearance of a sapphire stone: and upon the likeness

it'
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of the throne was the likeness as the appearance of a man above
upon it." :Yes, it was the God-Man, our precious Redeemer; He
reigns. And this brings us to observeLastly, We are linked to the throne of grace-linked to the throne of
glory-yea, linked to hea1ien.
Linked to the throne of grace. Yes, hence we know what it is to
be "praying without ceasing," although there may be no formality of
words. We are praying in the morning; praying and pleading in the
busy moments of the day; praying ere we rest; ah! and often
praying half the night. oil- We are linked thus to the throne of grace,
and live in the very atmosphere of prayer.
Linked to the throne of glory, for grace in the heart is glory begun.
.., The Lord will give grace and glory."
The tiny spark will in due
course burst into the full flame. The little openings out in foretastes
now, will by-and-bye open into the fulness of His presence, which
must be the fulness of glory.
Linked to heaven, for there is an inseparable coupling between the
Church militant and the Church triumphant-an Omnipotent connection. Some of the lattpr have passed through the scene of warfare,
and the others are following in their footsteps; and all will realize
alike the joys of heaven. Blessed li!!JQng!
---- Lord BYR~te'concernin-g-the business of life: "The greatest
error a man can commit is to think seriously of the business of
human life. The whole is a cheat, a brilliant deception. To fill up a
few hours with business, and sigh half-a-dozen times, and round off
the whole with a slumber; is there anything ~ore than this ~ " We
respond, "Poor misguided man! indeed there is more, and much
more." If this is the creed of talent, give me the wisdom of the poor
wayfaring man, who, though a fool, will not err in the things of God."
We cannot think too deeply or seriously of life. It is no cheat, it is
a reality. It is no deception. It is the time of duty. "Life is real,
life is earnest," ll.Ild should be the preparation time for eternity. And
in connection therewith, let me say, "In life, in death, throughout, the
Lord J ehovah is our Strong Hold, Christ our eternal Rest, the Holy
Spirit our Guide, Divine Sovereingty our joy: and I am persuaded,
that the prosperity or adversity, rise or fall, of nations are in God's
hand, as well as the bounds of our habitation; the details of our
lives and the number of our days are all regulated by Him.
Let me say, then, in conclusion, lean upon Ohrist's strength, friend,
in your times of weakness; look up to Him who alone can give abiding
consolation; and learn more and more the lessons we have at this
time advanced, namely, that every link is welded in love, and that He
worketh all, in providence and grace, " as it were a wheel within a wheel."
" My love is oft-times low,
" I change, He changes not;
My joy still ebbs and flows;
The Christ can never die;
But peace with Him remains the
His love, not mine, the restingsame,
place;
No change Jehovah knows.
His truth, riot mine, the tie."
BU'fton-on-T1'ent.
G. C.
;0

Reader, mark

that.-ED~
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CHASTISEMENT.
CHASTISEMENT is the bitter fruit of sin; but, at the same time, the
wise, watchful discipline of a loving Father's hand. "As many as I
love, I rebuke and chasten." In this chastening there is no anger
against the child, but against his sins. All the anger, the wrath, was
poured out upon the Divine Substitute. Hear Him, "The cup which
My Father hath given Me, shall I not drink it ~ " So He drained it
to the dregs, and filled it to the brim with ten thousand blessings for
the culprit. With His dying breath He said, "It is finished." The
work of redemption was for ever completed, and the whole election
of grace saved in the Lord with an everlasting salvation.
Oh, wondrous grace! amazing love!

~

"Death and the ourse were in our cup,
o Christ, 'twas full for Thee!
But Thou hast drained the last da.rk drop,
'Tis empty now for me.
That bitter cup-love drank it up;
Now blesBing's draught for me!"
To know, by the convicting testimony of the Blessed Spirit in our
hearts, that om' sins mingled their gall with that bitter cup, should
cover us with shame, contrition, and unutterable sorrow.
But to
know by the same divine Witness that the cup of wrath which He
drank healed ·us of the fearful malady of sin, and saved us from its awful
consequences beyond the grave, will be our triumphant song of "Victory through the blood of the Lamb!" when we stand upon the
plains of immo~tality.
When the first strokes of correction are felt, nature rebels; and we
prove the truth of the inspired record, "Now, no chastening for the
present seemeth to be joyous. but grievous; nevertheless afterward
it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are
exercised thereby." What is it to be "exercised ~hereby" ~ It is
certainly not to exclaim in a rebellious tone, "Whatever have I done
to deserve this '1 " On the contrary, if we would listen to the voice of
conscience with something of a broken and a contrite spirit, it is
probable we might not have far to seek for the cause.
But such is the desperate wickedness of our vile, fallen nature,
that like poor dear rebellious Jonah, instead of 'falling down before
the Lord, confessing our sins, we would rather tell Him to His face
that " We do well to be angry!" Oh, bow amazing is the longsuffering patience and tender mercy of our God!'
.
What I "undeJ,:~tand by being "exercised" by our chastisements is
this,-When the Lord's hand is heavy upon us, do we, in true sincerity
of heart. and soul, ask ourselves the following question~ "Is there
any secret darling sin still hankered after in some hidden corner of
my heart ~ " It may seem such a trifle, and the tampering with it
go on so quietly, that it disturbs the conscience only occasionally.

\
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But how about soul-matters ~ Is prayer an exercise of spiritual
enjoyment, or is it a burden ~ Where is your confidence when you
approach the mercy seat ~ Do you feel you are coming to a loving
FI)-ther, or is there a cloud between you ~ Can you come to Him in
godly sincerity and say, "Search me, 0 God, and know my heart; try
me and know my thoughts; and see if there be any wicked way in
me; and lead me in the way everlasting."
"The fear of the Lord is a fountain of life, to depart from the
snares of death" (Prov. xiv. 27). May the Blessed Spirit of God
establish this holy fear in our hearts. And may we never forget our
dear Lord's loving admonition to the poor man whom He had healed of
his infirmity of thirty-and-eight years' standing, " Behold, thou art made
whole, sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee" (John v. 14).
In Isaiah liii. 5, we read of a chastisement so solemn and so heartrending, that an archangel might tremble to contemplate it. The
Sufferer was the Eternal Son of God, the Creator and the Upholder of
all things. The Smiter was the Eternal Father: and the sins of
His dear children was the rod: "Surely He hath borne our griefs,
and carried our sorrows; yet we did esteem Him stricken, smitten of
God, and afRicted. But He was wounded for our transgressions, He
was bruised Jor our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon,
Him; and with His stripes we are healed."
I have frequently heard young, ignorant. academy-made preachers,
speak in glowin~ language of the "dignity of human nature," and 1
have thought, ., Poor young man, if you had ever been made to see and
feel what a cesspool you carry about with you in that deceitful heart·
of yours, you would never have dared to approach an infinitely Holy
God with such language upon your polluted lips." Dignity indeed! How
did that dignity manifest itself in the presence of such inconceivable
suffering and sorrow as was. never before witnessed by men or anglels~'
That dignity refused the holy, sinless Lamb of God a cup of water in,
His dying agony! That was dignity indeed! worthy only of Satan himself.
Let us conclude with a solemn admonition. In Hebrews xii. 8, we·'
read, "If ye be without chastisement, whereof all (His children) are.
partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons." What an awful mistake! to be found bastards at the last! And this is no idle supposition, but warranted from words that fell from the Master's own lips,
"Many will say to Me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Thy name ~ and in thy name have cast out devils ~ and-,
in Thy name done many wonderful works ~ And then will I profess,
unto them, I never knew you: depart from Me, ye that wotk.
iniquity" (Matt. vii. 22, 23).
Scarborough.
W. S. ROBINSON:
IT is not so considerable in a Christian, what his judgment is, as
what his temper is.
A GOOD man is so far acquainted with the corruption of his own
heart, that, instead of condemning others, he is apt to account them
better than himself.
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A FEW PLAIN AND LOVING WORDS TO THE OOOUPANTS
OF THE PRINTERS' ALMSHOUSES.-XI.
By THE EDITOR, THEIR HON. OHAPLAIN.
"For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory."-2 OORINTHIANS iv. 17.
THE Apostle is here contrasting the present state of things with that
which is to come; hence he adds, "While we look not at the things
which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things
which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are
eternaL" He looked upon matters, not in the ordinary way, as is
usual or commonly the case, but in a supernatural or heavenly
manner, which is the special province or privilege of those who are
taught of God, and blessed from on high. When this special light is
given, and this new and divine power bestowed, a fresh view of things
is taken. All is viewed in a totally-changed and different light. In
speaking of this vast change, the same Apostle elsewhere states, "If
any man be in Ohrist, he is a new creature: old things are passed
away; behold, all things are become new."
Now, this fresh light or power to look at things in a different way
to what we had been wont to do, is called faith. It is that special
gift which God is pleased to bestow upon all those who are the
subjects of that new birth of which Jesus spoke to Nicodemus, when
He said, "Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom
of .God." Mark the words, "He cannot see the kingdom of God."
Then, in order to give more force to His words, He added, "Verily,
verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the
Spirit, he cannot entm" into the kingdom of God. That which is born
of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again."
Here, therefore, we see the force and the importance of the Saviour's
words, and how directly they bear upon the nature and reality of all
true and vital religion.
Now, if you will turn with me, my dear friends, to the eleventh chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews, you there read, that "Faith is the
substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen." This,
mark, is that special power or means by which the Apostle said he
"looked not at the things which were seen, but at the things which
are not seen." And then, if at your leisure you carefully read through
this remarkable chapter, you will see how this great principle of faith
acted, and how: it brought the subjects or the partakers of it through
the heaviest of trials and the most painful and distressing of circumstances. By way of summing up the achievements of faith, he says:
"Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained
promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire,
escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong,
waxed valiant in fight, turned to fight the armies of the aliens. Women
received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not
accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection:
and others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover
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of bonds and imprisonment: they were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about.
in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; (of
whom the world Was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in.
mountains, and in dens and caves of the.earth."
Let me urge you, dear friends, to give your careful attention to this
chapter. Under God, it will divert you from your own troubles, and
.fill you with surprise and adoring wonder at what the Lord was
pleased to do with those whose names and histories are thus left upon
record; and observe, it was for this very purpose these facts were
named and thus preserved, Hence we read, that "Whatsoever was
written aforetime was written for our learning, that we through patience
and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope" : that is, that we mightby these very patterns and examples, take comfort and encouragement;
that as they were supported-sustained-brought through and brought
off more than conquerors-so might we hope to be, seeing that we have
the same God to whom to betake ourselves, and that" His arm is not
shortened that it cannot save, nor is His ear heavy that it cannot
hear,"
.
Well, then, it was by this very means, on this great principle of
looking at and judging matters by faith, and not by sight, the Apostle
declares, in the words before us, that "Our light affliction, which is
but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal
weight of glory." Now obserye the contrast: he sets the light affliction
against the VJe-ight of glory; and he sets the moment against the eternal/
and the comparison is just and proper; for, as we read elsewhere, "What
is your life ~ [a whole life, mark 1]. It is even a vapour, that appeareth
for a little time, and then vanisheth away," Why, my dear friends,
had I time, and could I come to your rooms, and talk with you (which I
should indeed be glad to do), you would, I am sure, begin to relate
facts touching even your childhood, and you would be almost sure to
say, "Why, sir, I remember it as if it were but yesterday; ,. and yet
perhaps not less than sixty or seventy years have since passed away.
Thus the poet's words are proved to be true"This life's a dream, an empty show;
But the bright world to which I go
Hath joys substantial and sincel'e;
When shall I wake and find me there P"
Again, the Apostle says, that" This light affliction, which is but for
a moment, vJo1'keth for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of
glory." Hence we learn the benefit of affliction-the good that it does
us-the real blessing that attends it. That this is a fact is beyond
question. Rare are the examples-few the instances-in which spiritual
blessing is not the fruit of temporal trial. In almost every case the
human mind is so taken up and engrossed and occupied with worldly
pleasures or pursuits, that neither thought nor time is given to the allimportant realities of vast and fast-approaching eternity. Just as in
health, if uninterrupted, we forget sickness and its effects. Tell me,
dear· friends, when in health and vigour, and occupied with this matter.
or .the other pursuit, did you indulge in thought or reflection about
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a different state of things 1 Did you think of sickness ~ Did you think
of poverty or privation 1 Did you think of loss of friends or relatives ~
Did you think of old age, and its attendant infirmity, weakness, debility,
t'lleeplessness, aches and pains, and I know not what 1 So, then, if these
things have been made the means of causing you to think and pray,
read your Bible, and value Gospel privileges, you have, by such means,
proved the truth of the Scripture under consideration, "This light.
affliction, which is but for a moment, wOl'keth for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory."
~nd observe, this great and glorious fact is realized down hert.
What, then, must it be up there, when time, and its turmoil and trouble,
shall have for ever and ever passed away; and when Jesus, in His
loveliness, and the spirits of just men made perfect, are seen in all their
triumphant bliss and blessedness 1
A gentleman once said to me, "I have lost three fortunes, amounting
to a hundred thousand pounds, but I have found a title to an inheritance 'incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away.''' I had three
letters within a few days of each other, a. short time since. The writer of
one had undergone thirteen operations, by which she had lost piecemeal
the entire of both her legs, and had been in this condition for many
years; the writer of the second letter had been laid upon his waterbed for upwards of forty-six years; the writer of the third letter had
been sorely afflicted for the fifty years since I first knew her. But.
observe this, in each of these three le~tt'rs, there was not the semblance of
. complaint, murmur, or fault-finding. On the contrary, there was such submission-such contentment-such gratitude and thankfulness expressed,
that I felt ashamed of myself that ever I should find the shadow of
fault with Him who is" too wise to err, and too good to be unkind,'~
and who, in His blessed Word, has declared, "We know that all things
work together for good to them that love God, to them who are thecalled according to His purpose" ; yea, and who hath said likewise, "Eye
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart oE
man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love Him."
THE SWEETS OF AFFLICTION.
A ~ENTIETH LETTER TO A VERY DEAP. OLD FRIEND.
My VERY DEAR FRIEND AND BROTHER,-As you will (D.V.) have
seen, by the March Number of the Magazine, I have been the subject.
of deep exercise since I wrote you my last letter. It has pleased theLord to lay His hand suddenly upon, and speedily to remove, my
only surviving brother, after whom you so kindly asked in your last
letter to me. Although I can see nothing but mercy in the very
gracious way in which the Lord has dealt in the matter, still I cannot,
help feeling the position in which it has leit me.
I am now the only remaining member of our large family of fifteen.
UntH- a little .less than six months since, three survived the rest for
some fifteen years. In that short space of time two have been called
away, leaving me alone, as far as their companionship was concerned.
Of course, one feels it the more, in that our dear sister was a member
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of our own household for upwards of ten years, and very rarely a week
passed, during the last two to three years, in which my dear brother
and I did not meet; he coming to me, or my going to him. I find
it immensely difficult to realize that I shall see him no more, as far as
the time-state is concerned, and this difficulty is so much increased by
his seemingly strong and healthful bearing. I am amazed, when I
think that, less than ten days ago, he left this house, waved his
hand as he closed the gate, and walked away with the vigour and
nimbleness of a young man. I do find it so hard to entertain the
thought, that he is really gone, and that I shall see him no more.
His illness was very short. Even the evening before he called here to
see me he had taken a three hours' turn in the tramcar, thinking it might
promote sleep, the want of which he had felt for some little time of late.
In the morning he was with me between ten and eleven, so that, when
I saw him, I expressed my fears lest he should take cold. Two days
after he took to his bed, which he never left. He knew that I was
compelled to avoid stairs, and, therefore, he sent the most loving
messages to me not to attempt to visit him. I should now feel this the
more, but for my helpless position in this respect. Monthsago-the
last time, in fact, that I walked up to his room-I felt as if I should
have died. Hence, ever afterwards, he came down-stairs to me, whenever I called. Thus you may see the difference in the two. This
going up and down stairs was no effort to him, although he was
nearly eight years my senior. Be it remembered, however, that hehad not nearly sixteen stone to carry, as I have, and this, the doctors
tell me, makes all the difference.
But oh, dear brother, the gentle, tender, loving, marvellous way in
which the Lord has dealt in regard to the sickness and removal of my
dear brother, quite astounds me. In my dear sister's case there was
long, and at times intense, suffering. In my dear brother's case, there
has been an almost total absence of pain or disquietude. In consequence of the bronchial attack (similar to that he had nearly two
years ago) he breathed with difficulty. Otherwise, when asked if he
were in pain, the answer was always in the negative. In fact, it was
the very gentlest taking down of the fleshly tabernacle, simply pin
after pin. It reminds me of that precious Scripture, "Mark the
perfect man, and behold the upright; for the end of that man is
peace." No one would be more ready than my dear brother to declare,
that the only way in which he could lay claim to that perfection was
as he stood in Christ. No one would more emphatically testify than
he" Nothing in my hands I bring,
Simply to Thy cross I cling;
"
Naked, come to Thee for dress;
Helpless, look to Thee for grace:
Foul, I to the fountain fly;
Wash me, Saviour, or I die."
He was so calm-so collected. There was such a total absence of
anxiety, distrust, or discomfort. It was the old worn and weary
traveller lying down in weariness and exhaustion, to seek rest and
repose in the refreshing slumbers which awaited him. The day before
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he passed away one of his very old domestics called upon him. She
was much affected as she stood by his bed. He, in reply, stated, that
he wl{s going to a good home. Again and again would he testify that
he was upon the Rock-the very words used by our dear father the
day before his departure-he passing away at early morn the next day.
It appears to me that no one ever realized more forcibly than my dear
brother, that precious testimony of the 'Psalmist, "Yea, though J walk
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for Thou art
with me: Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me." Moreover, what I
thin~ helped to contribute to this sweet state of mind, was his great
familiarity with hymns. His many years' companion-sixty-five years
did they pass in the sweetest domestic bliss-was remarkable for her
knowledge of the precious songs of Zion. He largely partook of the
same, hence his mind was richly furnished with the verities of the
Word as 1proclaimed in song. Personally we lament the absence of
this privileged state of things, the more especially since deprived of
the ministry of the Word.
My dear brother's, I consider, was an exceptional case, as far as the
fear of death was concerned. As doubtless] you will have seen, dear
brother, before you read this, the highly-favoured WATTS WILKINSON
(notwithstanding the fulness and savour of the Word he preached) was
deeply exercised about the article of death. I have no doubt it was
this that] led to the desire he ventured to express, namely, that he
might pass away in his sleep, so as never to know what the actual
article of death was.
Now:, in my dear brother's case, there appears not to have been the
semblance of this fear or recoiling, but a simple, placid waiting on and
waiting for the Lord to come and take him when and how He pleased,
and as should seem good in His sight.
As for the state in which the whole circumstances have left me, dear
brother, I can scarcely express myself. Perhaps the best and readiest
way in which I can sum up my present position of soul is in the
language of the poet"A guilty, weak, and helpless worm,
On Thy kind arms I fall;
Be Thou my Strength, my Righteousness,
My Jesus, and my All"
I have no faith to boast of, no creature attainments in which to pride
myself. I am utterly weak-absolutely powerless. A poor pauper upon
Divine' bounty; an applicant at the door of mercy, asking an alms
from the hand of a merciful and gracious God. I often tell the Lord
I have not the strength of a babe, nor the courage of an infant.
"Without Thee, I can do nothing!" is my so common cry at the
mercy-seat. " Work in me, Lord; both to will and to do of Thy good
pleasure. Put me not to shame or confusion, after so many, many
years' merciful and gracious leading, dealing, upholding, sustaining.
Perfect that which concerneth me, and at last bring me off more than
conqueror, through Him that hath loved me. Amen, and Amen.
. Sunday Moming, February 19th.~I wrote the foregoing last evening,
dear brother. I have -had some sharp exercises in the night season since.

The Gospel Magazz"ne.

243

The removal of my dear brother seems like a dream. I fail to realize
it, and my own state of health adds materially to my burden. The
state of the weather compels me to remain within doors, and this I
find so depressing. I long for the sea-trips, but these are forbidden me,
under present circumstances, as my throat and chest are affected.
Although an old gouty subject, I am such a coward at pain, and revolt
at the thought of a long illness. Should it be His blessed will, I
trust the Lord will spare me this.
I have been thinking, dear brother, what an example of Divine
sovereignty we have-say, in regard to your lengthened illness and
many months' so prostrate condition, and my dear brother peacefully
taken home after three or four days' illness, and that with scarcely
the semblance of pain or suffering-simply difficulty of breathing, from his
bronchial attacks. Yet who dare call in question the wisdom, or the
love; or the goodness of the Lord in regard to His dealings with His
children. Oh, that we could more simply and entirely fall into His
blessed hands, with a free, full, and unreserved" Do with us as seemeth
Thee good." "Not as we will, but as Thou wilt, Lord.". Oh, to
realize, in all their sweetness and power, the last words of my dear
brother"Sweet to lie passive in Thy hands,
And know no will but Thine!"
Lord, grant it, we pray Thee, for Christ sake. Amen, Amen.
Yonr loving Brother,
J. H. BOOBBYER, EsQ.
D. A. DOUDNEY.

'strm.llns anh ltnfts .of Strm.llns.
COMFORTS.
A SERl\'ION PREACHED AT GROVE CHAPEL, CAl\iBERWELL, ON SUNDAY
EVENING, FEBRUARY 7TH, 1892, BY THOl\1AS BRADBURY, PASTOR.
(See Portrait.)

f

"In the rmLltitude of my thoughts within me Thy comfO'rts· delight my
soul."-PSALM xciv. 19.
NONE but one quickened into spiritual life, and brought into the
enjoyment of friendship with a covenant God and Father, could use
honestly language like this set before us in our text. It is the
language of a heart possessed by God. It is the language of a spirit
chastened in God's faith ami God's fear. It is the language of a soul
exercised by the hidden movement of God the Holy Ghost. And
blessed are they who are brought into some knowledge and understanding of these perplexing exercises, which are but the prelude or
the forerunner of the enjoyment of that peace which the world
cannot give, neither can it take away.
You will notice throughout the Psalm that David sets before us
the blessings of aflliction. The worldling cannot talk like that, for the
worldling, the mere professor, the hypocrite, only look upon afHic·tions
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as so many evidences of God's wrath, fury, and indignation; but the trueborn child of God, "begotten again to a lively hope by the
resurrection of Jesus Ohrist from the dead," and quickened by
Father, Son, and Spirit, "born again, not of corruptible seed, but of
incorruptible, by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever,"
is better taught. He is able to say with the Psalmist, in the 75th
verse of the 119th Psalm, 'I know, 0 Lord, that Thy judgments are
right, and that Thou in faithfulness hast afflicted me "; and the confession
goes forth from the hearts of all such, "It is good for me that I
have been afflicted, that I might learn Thy statutes." For the
statutes, or the royal laws, of t,he Redeemer's kingdom are only
learned in the school of human suffering. It was in that school that
the great and glorious Head learned obedienct, ior we are told, in the
5th chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews, that "He learned obedience
by the things that He suffered." It was here He received His
perfection. "His perfection," say you, "was He not perfect and complete
in every point and in every part, from His coming forth from His
:F'ather's throne to His return thereto 1,. Certainly, but oft-times we
lose sight, or we are ignorant, of the trne meaning of certain
expressions which we find in the Scriptures of God. For, when He
speaks of being consecrated, or being perfected, it simply means that
He was matured in that spiritual experience of His people's sufferings
and His people's temptations, through which He wonld be able perfectly
and completely to enter fully into all their exercises in communion
and fellowship with them. He knows every pang and every trial,
every anxiety and exercise, experienced by every member of His
mystical and spiritual body; and, in His own good time, He is pleased
to communicate the blessedness thereof to the heart of each and all.
Bnt, as I said, as the Head was taught, so much the member" be. As
He was schooled in human suffering, so we must experience, in our
measure, that through which our Head went afore for us, and we
shall be brought to some enjoyment of God's presence and God's
hlessing therein. You see how,· at the commencement of the Psalm,
David reft:rs all his enemies to the God to whom vengeance belongeth;
he calls upon God to settle all questions between him and his
adversaries; he leads our minds to the consideration of the glorious
fact, that He who planted the ear will hear on the behalf of His
people, and He who formed the eye will watch over all the designs of
Satan and his emissaries against the Lord's people. He that chastiseth
the heathen, certainly He will correct; and He' that teacheth man
knowledge, He will know. The Lord knoweth the thoughts of a man
that they are vanity, and those of us who are brought into spiritual
and experimental oneness with the Lord Jesus Ohrist can abundantly
testify to the truth of this.
Left to ourselves for a moment or two, where are we 1 Oarried
hither and thither by every puff of worldly circumstance, our thoughts
are fixed sadly too much at times upon self; and, when occupied with
self, naught but confusion, disorder, dissatisfaction, and discontent are
found within. But in the face of all this, the Psalmist could say,
"Blessed is the man whom Thou chastenest. " . First of all he spoke of
himself, he spoke from personal and positive experience. "Blessed is
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the man whom Thou chastenest "-that is, whom Thou dost correct,
instruct, or teach to profit- H 0 Lord, and teachest him out of Thy law. "
Not simply teaching him from the ten words given upon Sinai, but
teaching him from the declaration and assertion of His authority and
glorious sovereignty over all things in heaven, in earth, and in he11His right to do as He will with His creatures-His right to choose
whom He will for His companions through a never-ending eternity-and also His undisputed right to leave out of the question altogether
whom He will, or whom He would: a right, also, to choose for us
{)Ur pleasures, our pains, our enjoyments, our sorrows-the comforts and
the consolation we experience from His sacred hands, and also those
seasons of sorrow and mourning, which are not few to those in
€xperimental oneness with His' .dear Son. You can see, in that
135th Psalm, a glorious declaration of this, from a heart flowing with
fervent love, and overflowing with praise to the God of all his mercies.
Listen: "Praise ye the Lord. Praise ye the name of the Lord; Praise
Him, 0 ye servants I of the Lord. Ye that stand in the house of the
Lord, in the courts of the house of our God, praise the Lord; for the
Lord is good: sing praises unto His name; for it is pleasant. For the
Lord hath chosen Jacob unto Himself, and Israel for His peculiar
treasure. For I know that the Lord is great, and that our Lord is
above all gods. Whatsoever the Lord pleased, that did He in heaven,
and in earth, in the seas, and all deep places." "Whatsoever the
Lord pleased, that did He in heaven," in His everlasting and un-changeable covenant before all worlds. Whatsoever He pleased He
did, when He gave His own-the whole election of grace-to His own
elect Christ, the Head, of the election, to preserve intact-to save from
all the consequences of the Adam fall and the Adam transgression-to
redeem with His most precious blood-to wash from all sin, filth, and
uncleanness-to justify them in the righteousness of their God and
'Saviour-in -the set time of favour to quicken them each and all, not
one more, not one less-to quicken them by the Spirit, and bring them
into an intelligent apprehension of His mind and His will; not only
an intelligent apprehension of His mind and His will, but /l. thankful
appreciation of that mind and that will, whether the same be revealed
through sufferings, sorrows, afflictions, and temptations, or whether they
be lavished upon them, in the fondest manner, by the love of His
heart and the power of His own right hand. Whatsoever He pleases
He does: He brings His own elect ones, redeemed by the blood of the
Lord the Lamb, into spiritual and experimental oneness with Himself,
to sit at the Master's feet, and to learn more and more increasingly
day by daY-Caye, I mean what I say, even in moments, mark you, when
they experience their lack of t~tion, He is teaching them imperceptibly)-the lessons of His grace and of His glory. Whatsoever He
pleases He does upon eart,h. He gives to each of us a creature
existence at the very moment designed, whether· morning, noon, or
night-whether in the midst of the wildest storm (as it was in my case),
or whether when evening zephyrs are floating around; He gives a
child of His a' creature existence, and that child is cared for in a
mysterious and marvellous manner, drinking in nourishment from a
poor weak mother's breast-cared for with no small care-attended to
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each step of its wilderness' journey, even when wandering from God,
and caring nothing at all about Him-nay, when there was the mind
dead set against. Him, and when that was demonstrated, so beautifully
expressed in the language of dear JOHN NEWTON"Determined to save, He watched o'er my path,
When, Satan's blind slave, I sported with death."
And how blessed it is for me to-night to look back at first one step
and then another before I knew Him, and to remember certain
frames and certain feelings which came over me, which I confessed
to one and another, and I was considered a fool for my pains, but
I have thanked God for my folly. Yes, these evident marks of
His covenant care over me were signs and tokens, as it were, of
future communications of His mind and will, by His Word and Spirit,
to an understanding giving by Him. Not only He doing His mind
and will in our birth, and during the days of our unregeneracy,
but, in the set time of favour, quickening us into spiritual life,
blessing us with ardent longings after Himself-Iongings which
sometimes appear never to be fulfilled, filling the mind, the
spirit, the heart, with perplexity and anxiety; causing it to
wonder whether it has any part or lot in the matters of God at allwhether any place in the kingdom belongs to it-whether it ever sat
at the feet of the Lord J esllS Christ-whether it ever experienced the
preciousness of His atoning blood in redemption, in purgation, and
cleansing, in justification and sanctification, or separation from the
,world-whether the ~oly Ghost ever had begun a good work within,
or whether He could dwell in the midst of such corruption, in the
face of such fleshly opposition, nay, in spite of all the determivations
of the flesh to have nothing whatever to do with Him. Oh, . how
blessed to be brought into such an experience as this, and to say
with the Psalmist, "Blessed is the man, whom Thou chastenest, 0
Lord, and teachest him out of Thy law; that thou mayest give
him rest from the days of adversity." Aye, blessed be His holy name,
"there remaineth a rest for the people of God." And mark you, I (as
I believe, with enlightened eye) do not look at that declaration
according to the popular acceptation thereof-that is, that there is a
rest remaining for me after the toils and trials of the journey are
over: I know that is the fact, but it is not the truth of the portion:
it means this, that, in the very midst of all the restlessness I
experience-in the midst of the opposition which the life of God
encounters within, and in the face of all the assaults of earth and
hell, and all the distresses through which my anxious spirit has to
wade-see, in the face of all this, "there remameth "-yes, another word,
"there abideth "-there is no wearing it out, there is no putting a
period to that rest, and the rest which He has in store for His poor
restless ones; for listen, "We which have believed "-notice the exact
phraseology-I like it, I glory in it-it has been the comfort and the
consolation of my heart in many a sorrowful hour-" We which have
believed do enter into rest "-into the rest prepared, provided, and secured,
for and to every elect vessel of mercy, every sinner saved by the
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blood of the Lamb, every spiritual culprit who is justified in the
righteousness of his God arid Saviour-a rest for him according to the
command of the Master-not invitation, but command of the Master:
And, mark you, the nearer God seems to bring me to the very
gates of death-the nearer and nearer to conduct me to the very edge
of eternity, to contemplate its solemnities-the more my spirit is
established in those glorious realities which I preached before I knew
one of you-to which He has kept me faithful since He brought me
to this spot; by which He has made me, as it were, a speckled bird
amongst my brethren, but that I can receive from His gracious hands
as a kind token of His love. Yes, the nearer I am brought to where
flesh and heart fail, the more I feel my confimation in the glorious
realities of the Gospel and the testimony of His Christ confirmed in me."'"
(To be continued.)

~r.oftsfanf ~ta(,On+
THE QUEEN OF ENGLAND AND THE POPE OF ROME.
SIR,-Is it not time that a national protest should be sent to the
Queen, who seems to act as though she had been advised to defy the
most sacred religious feelings of her loyal subjects, and who loses no
opportunity of flattering the Pope? If I remember rightly, Her
Majesty has refused to receive copies of books from such venerable
clergy of her own Protestant Church as the Editor of Ola Jonathan,
and we did not hear of her sending any sympathetic message to a
man of God like the late Mr. SPURGEON; but she can lavish compliments upon" the man of sin," in disregard of the conscience of her
own people; while the Italian nation cannot but resent this gratuitous
act of good-will to the arch-priest who is still intriguing for the
recovery of his usurped, but lost, temporal power. I do not wonder
that Papists are, as we have had forcible proof here, beginning, under
royal patronage, to show a bold and lawless contempt for the liberty
of free Protestant speech. I earnestly hope something may be done
by those qualified by their position in Church and State, that this
scandalous royal coquetting with Rome may be rebuked, and the just
displeasure of God averted.
Cheltenham, Februa1'Y 23rd, 1893.

JAMES

E.

"WALKER.

The above letter, which appears in the English Churchman for
March 2nd, took us by surprise. We know nothing whatever of the
writer, but are bound to say, that his statements, in regard to the
reception of our works by Her Majesty, are quite correct. At first
they were received in the promptest and most cordial way. Since,
however, it h::.s been the very opposite. The last book or two have
"We are bound, in gratitude to our God, to append our hearty personal" Amen,
amen"· 'to the foregoing testimony. We have, especially of late, proved it, bl~ssed
be His great and ever·adorable Name !-EDITOB, March 17th, 1893.
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been returned, with an intimation that the Queen cannot receive any
works from strangers. W e,of course, ascribe this entirely to Her
Majesty's surroundings, and on· this account we pity the Queen from
oui: inmost souL She is being grossly and haplessly misled; but,
alas! the consequences will have' to fall upon her own head. Would
i;hat there were those about Her Majesty who (JOHN KNOX like)
had the fortitude and the fearlessness to remind her of the so
solemn and tremendous responsibility she will have-and that so
speedily-to meet, when she is called to render an account of her
stewardship to the Great Judge of quick and dead! Prompted by
her so ill advisers, the Queen has recognized and complimented. one
who has assumed a position and an authority in the plainest and most
positive antagonistn to the Jehovah of Hosts, the God in whom we
live, and move, and have our being. Antichrist is set forth in the Word
of the Most High as a deadly conspiracy against His rule and reign;
and, notwithstanding the time it has been permitted to exist, and its
wide-spread and deadly influence, it has, nevertheless, a fate in reserve
as plainly pronounced, and as essentially and irremediably destructive,
as thought can imagine or language describe.
We beseech the reader to turn to and prayerfully consider the
17th and 18th chapters of the Revelation. There we read, that,
in spite of her lengthened existence, and notwithstanding her extensive
rule and reign, "Her plagues shall come in one day, death, and
mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly burned with fire; for stroI!g
is the Lord God who judgeth her. . And the kings of the earth,
who have committed fornication and lived deliciously with her, shall
bewail her, and lament for her, when they shall see the smoke of
her burning, standing afar off for the fear of her torment, saying,
Alas, alas that great city Babylon, that mighty city! for in one hour
is thy judgment come." Oan aught be more solemn 1 Oan there be
a stronger inducement to give heed to the injunction, "Oome out
()f her, My people, that ye he not· partakers of her sins, and that
ye receive not of her plagues. For her sins have reached' unto
heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities" 1
Through a most protracted and, in many respects, most prosperous
reign, Rer Majesty has, nevertheless, been visited with such personal
trials and agonizing bereavements, as have inculcated lessons and set
before her facts of no ordinary description. Not merely by widespread observation, but, by positive personal experience, she has, during
her lengthened reign, proved that it was the W ordof the Most
High, and that alone, could strengthen and sustain amid the sorrows
.~nd sufferings of this mortal state.
Hence it may well be a source
of the very deepest regret and bitterest lamentation, that any influence
should be brought to bear upon Her Majesty, at the necessarily
near approach of the closing up of Her reign, that should clash with
the. counsel, the instruction, the cautions, and the comforts of that
Word which had so long been both her solace and her strength.
For the reasons there and then assigned, we ventured to address
a letter to Her Majesty, some few years ago. In accordance, however,
with the statement in the letter already quoted at the head of this
article, although a second cO.py of this letter was forwarded to the
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Queen, at the suggestion of one who was familiar with Court proceedings, no acknowledgment of either letter was ever received. Hence
our conclusion that the epistle never reached Her Majesty. That it
was suppressed, we have no question. Those by whom Her Majesty
is surrounded have, as adherents of the Papacy, too little regard for
the plain Book of God, to allow of its intrusion wheresoever and
whensoever it could, by any possibility, be suppressed or avoided.
TO HER MAJESTY QUEEN VICTORIA.*
MAY IT PLEASE YOUR GRACIOUS MAJESTy,-It is with considerable
hesitation I venture to address you. Responsibility prompts me. I am
not only among some of the senior incumbents of the Church of England,
but it has devolved upon me, for nearly eight-and-forty years, to edit
the oldest religious Magazine extant. In tha.t Magazine m'st appea.red
the hymn, "Rock of Ages," which, it has generally been understood,
proved, in His Royal Highness's last hours, so grea.t a boon to your
Majesty's loved and lamented Prince Consort, and to your equa.lly loved
and lamented daughter the Pdncess Mice. My long connection, therefore, with this work induces me to address your Majesty upon a subject which is causing great grief and sincere regret to your long and
deeply-atta.ched Protestant people. lt is hardly necessary that I should
state that the cause of this grief upon the part of your loyal subjects
is your Majesty's cOlTespondence with the Pope of Rome, and apparent
l'ecognition of his claims. No mere worldly etiquette can justify such
proceeding, whilst the plain Word of the living and true God declal'es,
"Him that honoureth Me I will honour; but he that despiseth Me
shall be lightly esteemed."
Among the incidents connected with your Majesty's protracted and
prosperous reign so specially notified, was the answer you gave to the
inquiry, "To what was to be ascribed England's greatness?" "To the
Bible," was the reply. This memorable answer has been-and justly
too-a household word, I had nearly said, in every Clu:istian family
through the length and breadth of your Majesty's vast dominions. A
better solution could not have been given, nor a truer word spoken.
Wherever the Bible is valued, and its divine Author revered, there is
a blessing. There must be prosperity in the highest and best sense of
the word. Who felt this more than your Majesty's honoured Ancestor,
the venerable George lIT., whose memorable words have never been forgotten? "I should love to see the day," said the King, "when every
soul in my dominions could read and value his Bible."
Such, moreover, was the estimation in which the noble monarch held
the great Protestant principles which the Bible maintains, that he said
he could lay his head upon a block, but he could not violate his corona.
tion oath.
At a time when your Majesty is haplessly surrounded by advisers of
a very different stamp, such facts as those named are well worthy your
Majesty's prayerful consideration, the more especially when the solemn
aspect of the times is taken into account.
By consulting the Word of God, there is abundant evidence to prove
that the last days are upon us. The" wars and rumours of walUi, the
famines and pestilences, the earthquakes in divers places, the distress of
nations, with perplexity, the failing of men's hearts from fear and looking
upon what is coming upon the earth," are all Scriptural signs and tokens
of the end of all things drawing nigh. Hence, with these facts 10
• This letter was by a correspondent re-published in Sydney, and largely
circulated through Australia, shortly after it appeared in England.-ED.
T
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prominently an,d unmistakeably before us, there is the .grea~er need of our
giving heed thereto.
In addition to these' foreshowings of the momentous events that await
us, there is the distress and disaffection which so largE'ly pervade the
nation, and this, moreover, at a period so marked in history for the
divine interposition on our behalf, as a Protestant people, two, and three
centuries ago this very year! Should not our present reverses, therefore, lead to a becoming scrutiny as to whether there be not a cause
for the hand of the Almighty being upraised against us as a people?
May it please your Majesty to bear with me whilst I venture to state
that the discovery of that cause, if sought in a right spirit, might
easily be found.
The Antichristian principle both delineated and denounced in the
W or,d of the living God is Romanism. The page of history proves
that, in proportion as that has been fostered, or encouraged, in that
very proportion has the prosperity of a people waned. Whatever may
be the liberality that has charactel'ized the community of late, it has
been nourished at a sacrifice of. vital principle and Scriptural steadfastnesp, in a Protestant point of new. Our boundaries are being removed;
our foundations as a Protesta.nt nation undermined; and woeful must
be the results, unless Divine Providence interpose.
Multitudes there are in your Majesty's vast dominions who have
gladly removed every objectionable barrier to the indulgence of a
wholesome freedom and a just right for every man to worship the Most
High under his own vine and his own fig.tree without fear or molestation. If, however, the dispensing with certain precautions imperilled our
common liberty, it would be as unwise as it would be unjust to forego or
remove such protection.
When the true chamcter of Romanism is investigated, and an unlimited
freedom is afforded her, the danger-yea, the destruction-to Oul' religious
liberty and our national freedom is imminent. Rome never was, nor will
be, content with mere tolemtion or even equalization. With nothing short
of absolute dominion will she ever be satisfied. Her dogmas prove this;
and the frank declarations of such men as the perverts, Drs. MANNiNG
and NEWMAN, confirm and mtify this fact.
Had Romanism either denied or lamented her chamcter or her conduct
as regards the past-had she proclaimed, upon a reliable basis, a change
of principle aud practice-reasonable grounds for due consideration of
her wishes and proposals were afforded, But, when she herself declares
both her infallibility, and revels in her persecuting purposes and diabolical
designs, it would be absurd in the highest degree to encoUl'age her, as
well as dishonouring to the Most High, to further a system the ultimate
doom of which is revealed in His holy Word in the clearest and most
unmistakeable way. There we read that "her plagues shall come in one
day, death, and mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly burned
with fire, for strong is the Lord God who judgeth her." In that selfsame Word she is declared to be "drunk with the blood of the saints,"
and souls are represented as crying from under the altar, "How long,
o Lord, holy and true, dost Thou not judge and avenge our blood on
them that dwell on the earth?"
Under these circumstances, and with denunciations so clear and incon.
trovertible, may I venture to ask, Does it not behove your Majesty
seriously and prayerfully to consider these things? Beware, I pray you,
of fostering or encouraging a system, or being in league, directly or
indil:ectly, with a personage that dares assume the prerogative of the
Most High! J ehovah, the Lord of Hosts, has declared Himself to be a
jealous God. Idolatry was the cause of the forfeiture of the land of
Canaan, and the destruction of its inhabitants. The forsaklng of their
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Divine Leader and Guide led to the dispersion of His own so long and
highly.favoured people, the Jews: Degradation and destruction have
,ever attended other nations where God has failed to be regarded as
supreme.
,
And rest assured, your Majesty, however pretentious or plausible the
arguments or suggestions of your advisers, in proportion as they fail to
appeal to "the law and the testimony," or to make the, plaj.ir Word of
God the standard of action, defeat, disappointment, and ultimate destruction must follow.
Permit me to add, that the reason I have a.h·eady assigned-namely,
the responsible position I have been called for so many years tooQCupy,
and the conviction that, at om' advanced years, we' mUl:\t so soon (yea,
so very, very soon) stand before the Great Judge of"'<i:Jiick and dead,
to give an account of the deeds done in the body, whether' good or evilalone prompts me to entreat your Majesty duly to weigh and ,WlLyerfully
to. consider the contents of this simple appeal and plain matter-of-fact
epIstle.
I am, yom' Majesty's most loyal and, devoted subject and servant,
DAVID ALFRED DOUDNEY, D.D.

St. Iruke's, Bediminste'l', Janum'Y 14th, 1888.

[If the foregoing letter were called for at the time it was written,
how much more is it called for now, when the throne, as well as the
kingdom at large, is fearfully imperilled by the most traitorous of
devices.-EDITOR, March ,18th, 1893.]

•

,I"

THE PRESENT CRISIS.
IT may well be considered a crisis, and a most serious one, too. We
question if the present century has witnessed such an one; and, by
way of summary, all we can say is, "Our hope is in God." " Other
refuge have we none." We rejoice in the fact, that, "There is
nothing too hard for the Lord." It has been His good pleasure,
through all time, to place His Ohurch, at intervals, in circumstances of
pre-eminent danger-without the slightest clue through or by which to
escape-and then, in His own marvellous way and in the exercise of
His own Almighty and irresistible power-made a way for their rescue.
This is the perilous position in which-as a nation-we are at the
present time placed; and it is only He can "bring down the mighty
from their seats," "turn the counsels of the Ahithophels of the day
into foolishness," and bring forth His people afresh with a mighty and
an outstretched arm, to testify of sovereign love, rich grace, and
distinguishing mercy.
Attention has of late, been so much drawn by the public press
to the pilgrims to Rome, and the congratulations upon the Pope
having reached his jubilee. Such congratulations bespeak a judicial
blindness upon, the part of all such admirers of the real position-the
assumed and personal character of the Papacy-and the so plainly,
depicted doom that awaits the whole Papal system. What adds to
this marked folly and judicial blindness, is the apathy-the indifference
-the total disregard-shown to all the warnings, admonitions, vast
and positive fatalities, which have tended so forcibly to confirm the
predictions and foreshowings of the ultimate fate of the Papacy; the
ultimate 'and inevitable destruction of which is so clearly foreshown
T2
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in the 17th and 18th chapters of the Revelation. What, for example,
could be more solemn and forcible than the statement in the Times,
as to the material for bringing about the predicted ruin-the unavoidable destruction-of Rome, as expressed in the 17th and 18th
chapters of Revelation ~ This statement of the Times will be found
in the annexed quotation from my booklet entitled" Waming Words

to C~ WaywaTd World; or, Reflections upon the late Ea'rthquakes and
Volcanic Eruptions" *:Most certainly numerous recent events go to prove how readily the
Most High can frustrate the purposes and defeat the intentions of
men, as well as withdraw this or that which they had called their own,
but which was, at the same time, only a loan, or a talent entrusted to
them, for a little season, for "we brought nothing into this world, and
it is certain we can carry nothing out."
Among the many lessons connected with the recent calamity, there is
one that ought not to be lost sight of: it is the comparatively small
amount of loss of life, as compared with past events of a similar
nature. For example, in the year 1755, "a rumbling noise of thunder
u~der the city of Lisbon proved a prelude to the tremendous earth.
quake which, in six minutes, destroyed sixty thousand persons." Other
earthquakes, in 1812 and in 1815, swallowed up whole cities, with their
thousands of inhabitants. Now, considering the extent of the recent
devastation, comprising, as has been stated, some sixty square miles,
it is remarkable that scarcely one hundred lives were sacrificed. The
lesson, therefore, it sets before us is the patience and forbearance of
the Almighty. He, by these calamities, gives the warning word, but,
at the same time, shows an unwillingness to destroy.
. REFLECTIONS UPON THE AFORENAlIIED CALAlIlITIES.

1. r am astonished as I contemplate the little impression these dread
scenes, now of such frequent occun-ence, have upon the minds of the
public in general. The old excuse of the time that has elapsed, and the
distance at which this or that happened, has no weight under the so
altered circumstances, time and space being, so to speak, done away
by modern discovel'ies and the rapid mode and vastly spread information.
One can, therefore, only ascribe the supineness to a fatal spell upon the
hearts and consciences of the people.
2. With regard to mpid information, when the facilities afforded by
the telegraph and telephone systems are taken into account, it is perfectly marvellous, as contrasted with a by.gone period. The contrast
of the present with the past is almost astounding. When standing by
a printing machine, some two or three years ago, I was struck with a
remark made by the "machine·minder," or manager. Whilst the machine
was at the time throwing off its nine to ten thousand an hour, he said,
"This bears about the same comparison to the jutuTe, as the oU press
does to this machine." By which he meant to say, that the ten thousand
an hour wonld be multiplied to ten times that number; and really it
looks like it, for what with duplicate stereo·plates and additional
machines, the morning papers are each issuing their hundred thousand
an hour. Within my recollection, and before the introduction of
machines and steam, what was called "a token," or two hundred and
fifty copies, was considered an hour's good work :£01' two men. If
that be contrasted with the present state of things, what with the vast
• "Warning Words to a Wayward World; or, Reflections upon the late
Earthquakes and Volcanic Eruptions." By D. A. Doudney, D.D. London: W. H.
and L. Collingridge, City Press. Two copies (post free) for Twopence.
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number of separate jom'nals now published, and the facilities for production, my belief is that, where one single copy of a newspaper was
formerly issued-that is, say sixty years ago-there are now one hund1'ed
thousand! Is not this, therefore, in itself considered, a most powerful
argument against the plea of ignorance of this or that event? I stay
not to comment, in addition to this, upon the many who can now 1'ead,
who, in former times, were unable to do so.
. Further, another aspect of-shall I say?-the accountability or the age
III which we live, in regard to calamities and so rorth, is the readiness
with which scenes are represented by pictorial illustration. Well do I
remember remarking, when first the Illustrated London News was talked
of, that it would be a failm'e, because or the time occupied in drawing
and engraving. When this was accomplished, I contended, the news
would have become stale. But what are the facts? To a certain
extent, at least, even the draughtsman and the engrave1' are superseded
by photography and the mode or transfer from glass to metal, from which
the illustrations are struck off with the letter-press description.
3. I contend, therefore, that these facts furnish an appeal to the heart
and conscience which have been lacking in by-gone days, and that hence
an additional responsibility rests upon the present generation as contrasted with those who have preceded it. But, alas! I fail to see a
recognition and an acknowledgment or that responsibility. There is but
too sad and wide-spread proof or indifferentism-yea, or antagonism-to
the many signs and tokens of the last days having set in upon us.
DIVINE INTERPOSITION.

This brings me to to consider4. That marvellous interposition of Divine Providence in regard to the
eruption of Etna. We were informed, at the time, that the burning
lava extended miles, both in width and length, as well as being thirty
or forty feet in depth. 'rhe destruction or a certain city appeal'ed
to be so inevitable, that its inhabitants fled. It was wholly forsaken,
Astounding, however, was the fact, that, when the burning lava had
reached within some fom' hundred yards of the said city, of a sudden
it stopped! The city was spared, and its people retumed. Almost
immediately after, however, the outbreak in New Zealand followed. The
TimM, commenting upon the fact, stated that it bespoke the existence
or a current or combustible matter or fire far beneath the surrace of the
earth, and thus connecting the one side or the globe with the other
subterraneously.
How does such statement prove that,-" The heavens and the earth,
which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire
against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men!" How
solemn is the declaration, "The day of the Lord will come as a thief
in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great
noise, and the elements shall melt with rervent heat, the earth also
and the works that are therein shall be burned up" (2 Peter iii. 10,)
THE DOOM OF POPERY.

5. My next and last thought upon the subject is this-that, undeniable as it is that Popery is the Babylon of the Apocalypse, and clearly
as it is declared, "she shall be utterly burned with fire;" that" in one
da.y"-yea, "in one hour shall her judgment come "-how utterly
indifferent to, and regardless of, such doom are her hapless adherents
and votaries! How does such attitude and listlessness confirm another
mark of her character and position, where it is declared, "She saith in
her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow."
Moreover, this supineness and suicidal security exist in the race or the
fact, that not merely underneath and round about the seat of the beast
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is ample evidence of the presence of that material by which at length
it is to be destroyed, but all the visitors to Rome and the neighbouring
Pompeii are furnished with sign, token, and proof of what has already
t"aken place, in regard to desolation and destl'uetiveness, and that, too,
with a suddenness and surprise which ratify and confirm the fact, that
the Most High has at command the ma.terial and the means (so to
speak) for fulfilling the prophecy in regard to the suddenness and the
sweeping character of the destruc+'ion of Rome. This will as surely
come to pass as that other prophecies in the sacred Word have been
fulfilled, for "heaven and earth shall p",ss away, but His Word shall
not pass away." The failing to recognise and acknowledge the actual
state of things, in a prospective and prophetic point of view, is, I
contend, but too sad evidence and proof of the judicial blindness that
is upon the hearts and minds of the public at large, sadly betokening
the state of things in regard to the flood-" As the days of Noe were,
so shall also the coming of the Son of Man be. For as in the days
that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and
giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, and
knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also
the coming of the Son of Man be" (Matt" xxiv. 37·39).
In reference to the much-tallwd.of and so popular pilgrimage to
Rome, and homage paid to the Pope, be it remembered that every
such recognition or assumed mark of respect or esteem, is a vil'tunl
rejection of Christ! It is substituting a dnring, presuming, blnspheming
rrw1"tnl for the Person, n1dhority, control, and absolute dominion of the King
of kings and Lord of lords! for which answer will have to be given in
the great day of account, when "every eye shall see Him."-ED.
THE STATE OF IRELAND.
annexed appears in the Standard for March 3rd. If such be the
present state of things, what may be expected as the certain result of
GLADSTONE'S Home Rule Bill becoming the law of the land ~ Oould
there be stronger proof of the presence of a judicial blindness~Mr. Justice O'BRIEN, speaking at the conclusion of the criminal busi.
ness of the Cl",re Assizes at Ennis, on Wednesday evening, said he had
refrained from making any allusion to certain matters dealing with the
administration of the law in county Clare, when speaking to the Grand
JUl'y on Monday, because he did not wish to influence the result of
'the legal proceedings; but he considered it his duty now to draw the
attention of those who were charged with the maintenance of the law
and the preservation of life and property, and all civil society, to the
result of the present Assizes, which was that no kind of security any
longer existed for property, for the person, or life, so far as it depended
on the law in county Clare. Seven cases had been tried before him,
representing an infinitesimal part of the crime that had been committed,
with the uniform result that the law had entirely failed to bring the
offenders to justice, in spite of every means that vigilance and care
and zeal could use to attain that result. Every kind of argument and
appeal had been made to the jurors-to their reason, to their consciences,
to their sense of self.respect, to the common interests of the whole
community, to their sense of moral obligations, if such a thing remainedwithout the least result. He was constrained to arrive at the conclusion
that that was owing to a certain system of intilJlidation influencing
every single relation and the whole frame.work of society, and directed
THE
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to defeat the administration of the law. It had reached the jury-box,
it had reached the witness-box, it had reached the court; in mercy to
the jury themselves, to the men he had seen stand in that court between
terrorism and their consciences, although they had exhibited, to their
humiliation, their violation of their duty and their oaths-in mercy to
that class, and for the sake of the secmity of property and life in the
county, which were not any longer secure, some means must be fOUlld,
and he trusted would be found, to remove the administration of the
criminal law entirely out of the county Clare.
A writer in the Record, for March 3rd, says:Do the people of England realize the character of the Home Rule Bill
with which the United King-dom is at this time threatened, and the
,consequences which must follow should such a thing be passed? Does
not this country seem smitten with a sort of suicidal mania, beginning
",?y cutting off its own limbs? Is it not sOl;nething like a person sawing
at the branch of a tree whilst sitting on it, forgetting that if it falls he
must eventually come down with it?"
The writer proceeds to state, and that III a most natural, although
hapless conclusion:Try, as far as you can, to realize the confiscation of all landed property,
as far at least as the present owners are concerned, and I would not
give much for the position of their successors; the pauperism and
starvation of· all the gentry and better classes, especially those who form
part of the "minority"; the paralysation of all trade and commerce; the
revival of intimidation, boycotting, and murder; the bitter religious persecution of all who do not conform to Rome, under the full domination of
the most exterminatory form of ecclesiasticism which the wodd contains.
What has been the object of these ecclesiastics in meddling with politics
at all but the hope of the eventual subjugation and ousting of the nonCatholic population of Ireland?"
With a few additional forosbowings of what must necessarily attend
such an 'outrageous proposa.l becoming tbe law of the land, the write!
continues : I have referred to It few of the coming horrors, with the main object of
exciting and stimulating Christians to most earnest, frequent and importunate
approaches to a throne of grace, to which we lHe invited to come with
boldness. If, like the king of Israel, we only smite with the arrows
thrice instead of sevtln times, as we are told to do, then the answers to
our prayers will only be in proportion to om' want of perseverance and
earnestness. The importunate widow gained her case by perseverance. The
man who came at midnight for three loaves gained even more than he
asked, through importunity. When Moses cried to God for Israel, the
pursuing host of Pharaoh were drowned in the Red Sea. When Sennacherib's unconquered army inva.ded Jerusalem, and not a hope seemed
left of escape from destruction, prayer carried the day, and brought a
sudden and marvellous deliverance. Wag it not /30 with Peter in the prison?
and why? Because intent and ardent prayer was made unto God for him.
Therefore he was delivered.
In private, in the family, at the public
meeting, and in the church, let the one great matter be brought. per.
petually, importunately, and unceasingly, to the throne of grace, and see
if the windows of heaven will not he opened, and a blessing poured down
on our behalf.
The Lord is Witness that this is our .day-and-night cry and importunity, at the present most critical and perilous state of things. We
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beseech the Lord, from time to time, that He would most mercifully
interpose His Almighty Arm, and confound and paralyse His adversaries,
and those of His devoted people. "Turn the counsels of the Ahithophels of the day into foolishness," is our mental cry at the melCY
seat. Oh, let not Thine heritage be put to shame and reproach. Ratify
and confirm Thine own Word, in the destruction of Antichrist.
Let not that accursed system which dares to usurp Thine authority,
government, and control be allowed to succeed, and in any measure
or degree obtain the mastery again in these kingdoms of light, love,
and liberty. "Overturn, overturn, overturn, until He shall ·come
whose right it is" to reign, and that most gloriously, over all the
kingdoms of the earth. Lord God Almighty, let not this so long and
highly.favoured land once again come under the tyrannizing rule and
reign of that system which Thou hast declared shall ere long be
finally and fully destroyed. "Yea, her plagues shall come in one day,
death, and mourning, and famine."-ED.
PASSING COMMENTS UPON THE HOME RULE BILL.
To the EditOj' of the Moming Post.

SIR,-We in Ir"land are in a condition of extreme anxiety and distress. We entreat of the friends of any Member of Parliament or
friends of anyone having influence with a Member of Parliament to
do their utmost to frustrate the unjust and cruel" Home Rule Bill"
-the" Great Betrayal" which places our country in chains, in the grasp
of Popery and disloyalty. Our English and Scotch friends would be
acting as tl'ue patriots in rescuing Irel::t.nd from so awful a catastrophe.
The ultimate fate of the Empire is more closely linked with that of
Ireland than many can conceive. This Bill, so disastrous to our beloved
land, will, if can-ied, be almost certainly followed by the oppression and
banishment of the loyal Protestant minOlity, and the extinction of
Gospel light-the return of our unhappy country to the darkness and
misel'y of Popery. You in truth-loving, straightforward England and
honest Scotland can scarcely understand what the fettel's of Roman
Catholicism are-duplicity, superstition, darkness, treachery. Protestants
of England and Scotland, we appeal to you for aid in our great extremity.
Yours, &c.,
Febl'uw'Y 24th.

-.

AN ANXIOUS IRISHWOMAN.

The Times describes Mr. GLAD STONE'S scheme and speech as absurd,
chaotic, comic, contemptible, contradictory, crazy, incoherent, incongruous, irrational, jumbled, ludicrous, nonsemical, wild.
QUEEN OR POPE?
To the Editor of the Rock.

SIR,-The Emancipation Act of 1829 was to quiet heland; so was the
Maynooth Grant of 1844; 80 the Disestablishment of the Church of Ireland
of 1869: and so the different Land Ac~s, &c., since. What has been the oulcome but a more troublesome Ireland than ever? In expectation of Home
Rule, we now see the City of Dublin placarded with" Army of Independence." Let me draw attention to the sworn evidence of the late Rev. Dr.
DOYLll: and other Roman Catholic Bishops, as given in the Blue Book,
before the House of Lords, before the passing of the Emancipation Act of
1829, where they state that if the Bull Greni Domini was in force, nothing
could be at rest in the country, which would run with blol.d; that there
would be no protection for life 01' property; and that no civiliZed natiun
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could allow it to be in force in the country, The late CaJ.'dinal CULLEN,
at the late Rev. Mr. O'REEFE'S trial, said that this horrible Bull was in
force, he believed, in the diocese of Ossory, and, if not proclaimed againBt
in the other dioceses of Ireland, would be in force in all. This explains
the cause of all the murders in Ireland, and the many dynamite explosions
in England and this country; or, as we might call them, "gunpowder
treasons." Home Rule would pla.ce Ireland under the Pope, and in case
of war with France 01' Russia, England would want forty. thousand troops
and a great part of her navy to watch Ireland. Eighty Irish members in
the English Parliament would also leave England at the mercy of the
Pope.. When Mr. PARNELL was clamouring for more members for Ireland,
I wrote to the late Lord IDDESLEIGH (then Sir STAFFORD NORTHcoTE),
and suggested to him to give London eighty members (it had then only
about twenty), and reduce the number in Ireland, but he did not see his
way to this. I then wrote a letter to the Roe7e, which letter was copied into
several other papers, showing that about 250 Irishmen had as great a
voice in Parliament, for such boroughs as Mallow and Dungarvan, &c., as
250,000 Londoners. Lord RANDOLPH CHUR.CHlLL said London was
entitled to seventy, aad Mr. GLADSTONE gave it sixty, under his last Parlia.
mentary revision. Having lived in Ireland more than forty years, unconnected with land, since the famine, and having witnessed all the
attempts at revolution from that to this, knowing most of the leaders
at least by sight, O'CONNELL, SMITH O'BRlEN, TOM STEELE, MlTCHELL,
O'DONOVAN RossA, and Mr. PARNELL, &c., and having travelled by night
and by day through most of Ireland, I feel I know something of the country.
If the people felt they were certain of being punished if they committed
Climes, it would be the quietest country in the world. Remember the
memorable words of the late Duke of WELLINGTON-" Ireland will have
to be reconquered at the point of the bayonet, but it will not be in my
time." Also the late Lord BEACONSFIELD'S-" There is a conspiracy the
people know not of."
Dublin, Februa1'Y 21st, 1893.
AN ENGLISH1\'lA.N.
THE POPE'S RECEPTION OF THE ENGLISH PILGRIMS.
THE Holy Father, who looked exceptionally well, took his seat on the
thrul1e, and then Cardinal VAUGHAN, standing in front of the pilgrims,
addressed to him a few words in Italian. presenting the pilgrims to the
Sovereign Pontiif, and extolling the devotion of Roman Catholics in
England to the See of St. Peter. The Cardinal also alluded to the good
works of the Duke of Norfolk, who was at the head of the pilgrimage,
which was perhaps the most numerous that had come to Rome from
England since the days of Henry VIII. and the Reformation. The
Bishop of Clifton next read an address in Latin setting forth the
attachment of the clergy and the faithful to the Papal See; and finally
the Duke of Norfolk laid before the Pope a handsomely.bound volume
containing the Ilignatures of 10,000 English Catholics who had subscribed
the address presented by the. Bishop of Clifton. His Grace, on retiring,
ki8sed the foot of the Pope.
The Holy Father replied to the address briefly in Latin. In a clear
voice he expressed his joy at seeing at the feet of the Vicar of Christ
so large and so devoted a body of English Catholics. The Pope then
signed to a Monsignore in his train to read his written reply to the
English address. In this pal er his Holiness said he congratulated
English Catholics, and himself also, on their devotion. He had a special
love for the. English, and it had given him sincere delight to canonize
different English martyrs. He hoped soon to see England become
Catholic once .more, and again earn her title of the Isle of Saints. The

258

7he Gospel M agazz"ne.

faithful should pray for this consummation to the blessed Virgin,
St. Peter, and St. Adelbert. He saw with joy a man so eminent as
Cardinal Vaughan at the head of the diocese at Westminster.
The Pope then spoke of the Queen, whom he warmly commended for
the lofty spirit of justice with which her Majesty had given to all
Catholics in her vast Empil:e complete freedom to practise their religiqn.
The Holy Father then gave the Papal benediction.

THE HOME (OR RATHER) ROME-RULE BILL.
AT the time we write (namely, on the 9th March) we are greatly
encouraged, in regard to the above iniquitous and most traitorous
measure, by the belief that it will not be allowed to become law. We
have waited upon the Lord in intense anxiety and ardent solicitude,
upon the ground of the most perilous position in which as a nation
we are placed. We have pleaded with the Lord, Can He-will Hepermit the enemies of His people-the assailants of His truth-the
proud ursurpers of His rule, authority, and dominion, to prevail ~
Will He be regardless of the cries of His people who have yielded up
their precious lives, on behalf of and in vindication of His truth ~ Thus,
have we pleaded, day and night, before the Lord; and (blessed be
His name!) there has been a simple, sweet, soothing resting upon
what bas (we trust by the Lord Himself) been whispered into the
heart, in connection with all the striking facts presented in the 35th
and 36th chapters of Isaiah, in regard to the daring, blaspheming
language of Rabshakeh and the proud Sennacherib. After the anguished Hezekiah had received the boastful and blasphemous epistle,
he' had wisely and ardently and with childlike simplicity gone up "to
the house of the Lord and spread it before the Lord," his pleadings
and importunities-his arguments and appeals-as presented to the
Lord, were heard and heeded by the Lord. Hence His so gracious
and merciful reply by the Prophet Isaiah. The Lord took the matter
(so to speak) to Himself and upon Himself. Mark the language. Oh,
how it has resounded through one's inmost soul this day: "But I
know thy abode, and thy going out, and thy coming in, and thy rage
against Me. Because thy rage against ll1e, and thy tumult, is come
up into Mine ears, therefore will I put My hook in thy nose, and My
bridle ·in thy lips, and I will turn thee back by the way by which
thou camest." Oh, with what power came the words, "He shall not
come into this city, nor shoot an arrow there. . . . I will qefend this
city to save it for lJlIine own sake." Under present circumstances, we
entertain the fullest conviction and the most undoubted assurance, that
the Lord will, in some most marked and conclusive and unquestionable
way, make bare His Almighty Arm, display His omnipotent power,
and let it be seen to a demonstration indeed, that it is "His doings
and His alone, to the establishment of His own great name and fame,
and to the confusion and degradation of His enemies. Hence of the
opposers of His truth-of the maligners of His Word-of the triflers
with the warnings and admonitions of His providence, we would emphatically exclaim, "My soul, comp. not thou into their secret; unto
THE EDITOR.
their aseembly, mine honour, be not thou united."
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SIGHS AND SONGS ON PILGRIMAGE.
LORD, Thou knowest how Thee I love,
Although my heart's so hard to
move;
Engross'd it is with things of earth,
As though all else were nothing
worth.
When I consider what's Thy due
In all I think, 01' say, or do,
Perfectly ashamed am I
That self I do so rare deny.
In self consists my daily cross;
In self I find my daily loss;
'Tis self that makes me daily groan,
'Tis self that w'ives me to Thy
throne.
O'er the FLESH I have no power;
It strives within me hour by hoUl' ;
No rest it gives me day nor night,
But leaves me in a piteous plight.
Had I no throne to which to flee,
I know riot what would happen me;
,It's only there I get relief,
In sighing-sobbing out-my grief.
Yes, 'tis in sigh, and groan, and tear,
I ever venture to draw near;
Thou'rt seated on a throne of grace;
It's there I seek to state my case.
My case is bad as bad can be ;
No crea.ture e'er would pity me;
It's only grace-rich grace and free-:Suggests the slightest hope for me.
'Twaa wonw'oua mercy, boundless
grace,
That found my soul a Hiding-place;
'Twas sov'reign goodness, rich and
free,
Awakened and converted me.
Had I been left my course to run,
As well might one have stopp'd the
sun,
As stay'd me in my wild career,
And filled my soul with godly fear.
It was the Lord, and He alone,
That brought my rebel-sphit down;
'Twas He, and He alone, that gave'
The sweet assurance He would save.
But here's the point I want to show,
And why it is I am so low;
Southsea, Febrt~a1'Y, 1892.

It is the poor returns I make
For goodness, mercy, love, so great.

In spite of all the Lord has taught,
So much I do set down for naught;
Instead of seeking things on high,
I grovel o'er the trumpery nigh.
Instead of Jesus being my theme,
My mind's engrossed with things
tenene'
Instead of Christ being All in all,
Into a worldly state I fall.
The creature does my thoughts en·
gross,
'Tis not the Lord my Righteousness;
At times even hours have passed,
And yet my Lord I've not embraced.
It seems so very sad that one
Who from the fountain has so drawn
Of mercy, goodness, truth, and love,
Should thus so cold and callous prove.
So very near his race being run,
And yet so rare the thoughts of home;
So very faint the wish to see
That precious Lord that died for me.
Ah! were there naught o'er which to
grieve,
'fhis would abundant reason give
To weep and sigh about such love,
As nothing, nothing seems to move.
. Deal' Lord, oh, do some pity take!
Do, do in my poor heart awake
Such sympathy, such love for Thee,
As shall from coldness set me free.
Grant me such glimpses of Thy face
As faith shall revel in-embrace;
Youchsafe such tokens of Thy love
As shall my inward spirit move.
So whisper of that grace divine,
In which ere long Thou'It make me
shine,
That I the more absorbed may be
In heavenly things and thoughts of
Thee.
Lord, 'tis Thyself I long to see;
I listen for-"Come, dwell with Me;"
Then will I come-yea, joyous flee
From earth and sin, to dwell with
Thee.
D. A. D.
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BROTHERLY LOVE.-A PEACEFUL DEATH.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR FRIEND,-When I was reading the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for
this month, and especially the account of your brother's exodus from
this land of Egypt to the heavenly Canaan, my mind was fully made
up to write you a few lines, both of condolence and congratulation.
But, since then, my mind has been so fully pre-occupied with my work
that, until last evening, my resolution was forgotten. Though your
birthday was on the 8th inst., I hope it is not too late for both Mrs.
CORNALL and myself most heartily to congratulate you on having,
through God's goodness, reached the venerable age of eighty-two years.
May the Lord abundantly bless you, and make your last days, like
those of Job, the very best of all! And may He graciously retain
you 'in our midst as Editor of the Magazine for years to come, or,
better still, until the very Advent of our Redeemer, when, in a moment,
we shall be Ghanged, and have our perfect consummation and bliss in
body and soul, for ever to be with the Lord!
We sympathize with you sincerely in the recent loss of a brother,
but are glad that your loss is to him real and everlasting gain. How
many near and dear to us have beep. called away! We are left behind
to serve the Lord on earth a little longer.
Do you remember the Rev. EDl\1UND HUGH McNEILE, Hon. Canon
of Liverpool, son of Dean McNEILE ~ He was ordained to my Curacy
in 1865. He was afterwards associated with Canon FREMANTLE, and
then succeeded his father a.t St. Paul's, Prince's Park, Liverpool. He
.died on Sunda.y, January 8th, this year. His widow, the Hon. Mrs.
McNEILE, has sent me an account, by herself, of the closing scene.
He was one of the most gentlemanly, humble, and amiable men I have
ever known, and eminently a man of integrity, earnest prayer, and
hard work. He was greatly beloved in Liverpool, and is greatly missed
by many. When very ill, his wife said, many friends wert> praying
for him, he added, "And the dearest ]!'riend of all is always doing it,
for He ever liveth to make intercession for us." About noon on
Sunday, the day of bis departure, his wife said to him, "Jesus is near,
my darling, and you are safe in His hands, whatever happens." He
looked at her with his own bright smile, and said; "Quite safe; yes,
I know that!" and, a little after, added, ", Accepted in the Beloved!'
'Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all His benefits.'" He
soon after fell asleep ill Jesus.
With our united love and best wishes,
I remain, affectionately in Christ,
Bristol, Mcwch 11th, 1893.
R. CORNALL.
REPLY.
Many thanks, dear brother, for your letter, and your own and dear
wife's kind congratulations and best wishes. The Lord, in His boundless mercy and goodness, fulfil the same, for His great Name's sake.
Amen, and Amen.

~
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I was greatly struck with the brief particulars you give of the
beautiful and blessed end of your late friend and clerical helper,
Mr. McNEILE. As I read, I thought of the probable hapless contrast,
in the case of the man who is at the present time the source of
such intense anxiety and momentous concern, in regard to the state
and prospect of our liberties as a Church and nation. Unless the judgments of the Most High overtake him, in some other, and, at present,
unforeseen way, the G.O.M.-the people's idol-must-and that very
soon-lay his head upon his dying pillow! Dare any attempt to address
him in the same terms, upon that momentous occasion, as were expressed by the devoted wife of your late friend ~ Will he, in the
article of death, and when just about to be ushered into the presence
of the Great Eternal, to render an account of his stewardship, be able
to speak in the same terms of holy confidence-calm repose-:-blissful
assurance'l On the contrary, in fulfilment of the Lord's own Word, is
there not reasonable ground for apprehending that he will haplessly,
hopelessly prove the solemn-yea, the tremendous-realities involved in
the statement: "Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever
a man soweth, that shall he also reap."
What has the Jesuitical
Prime Minister of England long and most assiduously sown ~. What
-alas! alas !-what shall he ere long reap?
THE EDITOR.

GOSPEL BOOK .MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the EditO'l' of the Gospel Maga;;ine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-I must just express my sympathy with you
in the loss you have sustained by the removal of your dear brother.
Of course, at his advanced age, it must have been a blessed and happy
release for him, yet we miss our old friends in many ways. I must
also congratulate you, ere it be too late, on the attainment of your
eighty-second birthday. I am glad the good Lord has spared you so
long, and trust that He will yet Permit you to witness for Him and
His truth for some time to come. Oh, what a blessed privilege is
ours, to be allowed to labour for so great and loving a Master!
With reference to our work, the way seems very dark-friends are
being fast gathered home on all sides-yet His promise is, "Oertainly
I will be with thee"; and we may confidently rely on lIim for the good
work, who says that "He is faithful that promised." I hope all our
kind friends will still remember us in our hour of need. We are
trying to accomplish our work as well as we can, and it would indeed
grieve me to be obliged to cut short the number of monthly parcels
and curtail the work in other ways. As far as possible, the work is
carried on in the same way as it was in my late dear husband's time.
I am sure that, under the circumstances, friends will rally round us,
and thus help forward the work which has now been carried on for
nearly twenty years.
"Go, labom' on i spend and be spent,
Thy joy to do thy Father's will;
It is the way the Master went,
Should not the servant tread it still?"
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I am requested to acknowledge £1 for the work, and £1 for the
workers, from "S. S." Many, many thanks.
JAPAN.
DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-Plcase acuept our cordial thanks for the monthly
packet of Gospel books and tracts for the sailors. Our prayers join with
-yours that the }'eading of them may prove a blessing to many.
FROM A SOLDIERS' HOME.
I have been intending to write to you for some time past, expressing
Mrs. - - and my thanks for the very welcome useful parcels that you
so kinilly send us from time to time. The men in the reading.room,
read them eagerly, and often take them with them to the barrack.room ;
others, we are glad to have to take when visiting among the families,
trusting that the Lnrd is owning them to the awakening of some, and
the building up of His own children. We trust that the Lord is giving
you much encoUl'agement in His serviee, strengthening you spiritually
and physically to " Go forward."
FROM AN INVALID.
I much enjoyed the Editor's portion for last month (January), it was
so very good-" The God of Hope." And what a comfort to }'ealize Him
as such; no matter what trials and troubles befall us by the way. He will
still take the lead and guide us safely home at last-though at times
-faith is at so low an ebb that we think the God of Hope has forsaken
us. But, blessed be His name, He has said, "I will never leave thee
nor forsake thee."
Again thanking you, and with every good wish,
Believe me, dear Dr. DOUDNEY, yours very sincerely in Him,
ANN EVERARD BRIDER.

1, W1lton Pl(/,Ce,

Sali.~lrul·Y,

March 11th, 1893.

SYMPATHY.

To the Editor of the Gospel J1Iaga:;ine.
My DEAR BROTHER IN THE LORD,-Our hearts sympathize with you
in your sorrow upon sorrow.
But yours is the common lot.' We
leave those we love, or they leave us.
But what a sweet solace our
dear Lord has given you in the happy, peaceful departure of your
dear brother to his eternal rest, where partings are for ever
unknown.
And then think, dear brother, how soon we shall meet the absent
ones again. Oh, the joy! the rapture of that triumphant reunion!
May the blessed Comforter strengthen your heart, and cheer your
soul with many sweet unfoldings of a precious Saviour's love-the
or:ly
" Sovereign balm for every wound,
And cordial for our fears."

I am, dear brother, yours affectionately
Jesus,
Scarborough, Febmw'Y 23rd, 1893.

III

the love and grace of
W. S. ROBINSON.

..
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LOYE GREETINGS.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
. DEAR DE.

DOUDNEY,

AND

DEAR BROTHER IN THE

LORD,-How

swiftly time passes away. Our life may well be compared to a journey,
and how soon a year passes away. You have been spared to reach
another milestone on your journey, numbered eighty-two j ob, that you
may be favoured to take a retrospective view of the way the Lord has
led you these many years in this wilderness. Moses said to the children
of 1sr.ael, "Thou shalt remember all the way which the Lord thy God
led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to
-prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether thou would est
keep His commandments, or no" j but in your case, dear brother, the
journey has extended to more than double forty years. We each have
our own little life's history. My heart's desire and prayer is, that this
eighty-second milestone may be a memorable one-that you may be
enabled to raise up an Ebenezer, and say, "Hitherto hath the Lord
helped me." The Lord said to His ancient people-yea, to His own
dear people down to the end of time-CC Set thee up waymarks, make
thee high heaps."· And, in taking a retro3pective view of the way the
Lord has led us, what abundant cause we have to set up another waymark, or testimony, to the faithfulness of a covenant God. Ah! my
dear brother, many, many times the Lord has been gracious unto you
during your long pilgrimage, and-oh, how sweet the thought !-He has
said, "I will never leave thee nor forsake thee." " He abideth faithful."
Though often our faith seems so small we are not able realiy to enjoy
the sweetness thereof, yet the Apostle says, "Though we believe not, He
abideth faithful. He cannot deny Himself" j therefore he exhorts the dear
people of God to "rejoice evermore" j not that there isc anything in us,
as crea.tures, to give cause to rejoice, but, like the Psalmist, we have
indeed cause to rejoice in the Lord.
I was just thinking what cause, dear brother, you have to rejoice at
the prospect of home being so near. The weary and wayworn traveller
feels, as he nears the end of his journey, "I shall soon be home." . Oh,
what a mercy to have the prospect of a home when the journey of life
has come to a close! There are no people like unto the Lord's dear
people that have cause to rejoice; there is much to cause us to feel
cast down as we journey on through life. The Lord's people, in ages
gone by, were discouraged by reason of the way; blessed be God,
though it is a rough and a thorny road, He has said, "Thy shoes shall
be iron and brass j and as thy days, so shall thy strength be"; hitherto
we have proved His promise true. Oh, how many times the Lord has
been better to us than our fears j and sometimes we feel, if we held
our peace, the stones would cry out against us j hence the Psalmist said,
"1 will bless the Lord at all times j His praise shall continually be in
my mouth." When the Lord blesses our soul, we can then bless Him;
indeed, we can bless Him at all times that He blesses us; but if He.
withholds His blessing,
"Hosannabs languish o~ our tongues,
And our devotion dies."
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But, dear brother, I trust you may be favoured to enjoy the presence
of the Lord on reaching this your eighty-second milestone. What an
eventful journey it has been; sometimes crooked and mysterious, so
that you have come to that place called wit's end; yet, at other times,
it has appeared straight, and instead of feeling like J acob, "All these
things are against me," you have felt that the Lord was leading you
by the right way" to a city of habitation," and could say, "Goodness
and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life." What many
changes there are in the pilgrim's journey, yet he travels not alone.
"Fear not to go down into Egypt." The Lord has pledged His word,
"Lo, I am with thee alway, even unto the end of the world." We
are firm believers in the final perseverance of all the Lord's dear people.
As it was true, in a literal sense, of those of old, of whom we read,
"They went forth to go into the land of Oanaan," and into the land
of Oanaan they came; but what a zig.zag way it was, yet the right way.
God's ways are not as our ways, nor His thoughts as our thoughts, and
the poet sings"'Tis the right way, though dark and rough;
Mysterious, yet 'tis plain enough;
And we, when faith is changed to sight,
Shall view the ways of God were right,"
and, with Joshua, exclaim, "Not one thing hath failed of all the Lord
hath promised." Surely, dear brother, you have cause to say with
the Psalmist, "I am a wonder unto many," but to none more so than
unto yourself. What a mercy, at your advanced years, that your
faculties remain as they do. Of course, you feel the infinnities of old
age, yet; the Lord has still need of you; your work here below is not
done yet; and, 'however selfish it may appear on my part, I sincerely
. wish you may have several more milestones to pass on your journey.
We know that our life is immortal until our work is done, and we
also know that, when your work below is brought to a close, you will
hear t;he welcome voice saying, "Well done, good and faithful servant;;
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord," and oh, "What must it be to be
there!" As Paul says, "Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither
have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love Him." We may well join with t;he poet
and sing"The joy prepared for suffeling saints
Will make amends for alL"
No doubt, when you look around, and see the rest of your brothers
and sisters all gone, and you the only one remaining, it causes many
reflections. When I read the account of the passing away of your
aged brother, I felt it was an enviable case. What an easy passage!
A case of a similar kind happen~d in this town recently. An aged
gentleman was out walking in the afternoon; I saw him, and took
particular notice of him, but little thought that;, in a few hours, he
would be no more here; but so it was. He went home, and, after
supper, read a portion of the Word of God and engaged in prayer, as
was his custom for many years; after 'he had concluded, he asked for

\

1

...

265

The GosjJel Magazine.

his candle, and went to bed, but before he could get into bed his spirit
had departed. We well remember being at the funeral of his late
wife. When the remains were laid in the tomb, he looked down upon
the ooffin, and said"Corruption, earth, a.nd worms
Shall but refine her flesh,
Till her triumphant spirit comes
To put it on afresh."
And now his remains are laid in the same tomb, to await the resurtection morn. How prone we are to trouble ourselves about things
that never may take place. In the case just referred to, he would
sometimes say he hoped he should not be laid aside with a long affliction, as he had such a great aversion to having strangers to wait upon
him. How needless were his fears j the Lord removed him before even
a doctor could visit him once. How we see the sovereignty of God,
not only in the choice of His people, and in His dealings with them
during their pilgrimage, but also in their dismissal from this world to
their home above the skies. Some are kept in bondage all their lifetime through the fear of death j yet, when they have come to it, all
fear has been taken away, or they have passed away without even
knowing they were near death. Some live a long life, and know but
little of what aflliction of body is, and others are laid upon a bed of
aflliction for many years. I have not the shadow of a doubt but many
of the most highly-favoured saints of God are to be found upon beds
of aflliction; in some cases hidden from the world; like their divine
Lord and Master, unknown. How applicable are the lines of the poet,
where he saysPoor a.nd affiicted, Lord, are Thine,
Among the great unfit to shine;
But though the world may think it strange,
They would not with the world exchange."
No! ten thousand times no. Though we know health is the greatest of
all temporal blessings, and nothing so mars this life as aflliction of
body, yet when afllietion is sanctified it is good, as the Psalmist proved,
for he said, "It has been good for me that I have been afllicted."
H

(To be continued.)

THE LATE DR. HAWKER.
SHORTLY before his death, the beloved Doctor addressed the annexed
to the Editor's mother. Before her marriage, she had attended his
ministry for very many years :"Enclosed I send you a few Tracts, &c., and with them I send for
your acceptance the two volumes of my 'Extracts.' You will give
them a place in your closet. They will remind you of me when I am
no more. And, what is infinitely more important, they will, if the
Lord so please, by His Divine unction, open your communion with
the Word.
"Fail not to make mention of me to dear MR. DOUDNEY.
"Yours; in the Lord,
"ROBERT HAWKER."
U
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FELLOW-FEELING.
To the Editor oj the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-In this month's Number of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE I find a little booklet, "My Eighty-second Birthday." I was
so delighted to see it and to read the lines, that I felt I must write
and congratulate you, which I d'o most sincerely; and also I wish to
tell you what a comfort the "Family Portion," in the Magazine, was
to my dear husband, now at rest, and is to me at the present time.
Indeed, I quite look forward to the first of every month anxiously, to
see what is the word of the Lord to me in the "Family Portion,"
and do thank our gracious, loving Lord, who has spared your life
so long, and hope He will, in His mercy, yet keep you here below
a while longer to testify of Him and His great salvation; for surely
we live in the days when iniquity abounds in the land, and love for
the truth is growing cold. One feels as if we could not bear to lose
any of the pillars at the present state of things, and our constant cry
is, "Lord, speedily accomplish the number of Thine elect." Oh, sir,
how often I read my own experiences in your Magazine, and were it
not that I do find such as yourself are at times pressed down by
reason of indwelling sin, I should most assuredly think I had neither
part nor lot in the matter; but we thank and bless our gracious loving
Lord for the assurance He has given, that, ~l Having loved His own
'which were in the world, He loves them to the end." There is also
- mucn comfort from His own precious promise, "I will never leave
thee nor forsake thee" ; and He never will.
With love, I am, yours in the Lord Jesus Christ,
Pnston, MaTCh 2nd, 1893.
H. LAWFORD.
A LlV1NG AND A LOVING TESTIMONY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-I have felt for a long time that I should
like to send you a few words of sympathy. I have greatly felt for
you in your many bereavements. I have been a GOSPEL MAGAZINE
reader for nearly thirty years, and have much enjoyed the reading,
and I hope you will be spared to' write a good deal more yet, for the
comfort of the Lord's little ones. I can feel very much for you
respecting deafness, as I am deaf myself. I have not been able to
hear a sermon preached for the last seven years; but I am thankful
to say the dear Lord have given me !l. good eyesight, so that I can
read for hours. But what is worse, my memory is bad, and,. what is
sad, can folly still retain.
When I read of your dear brother's death, I thought he was taken
home to glory, where there is no more sin or sorrow.' At our
advanced age the grasshopper becomes a burden, but the dear Lord
has given me my faculties up to the present time, a~though I am
past my ninetieth birthday; but, through the dear Lord's goodness,
I can say, Goodness and mercy have followed me, a vile sinner, up
to the present time, and I can say, it is of the dear Lord's goodness
that I lw.ve not been cut off and sent where no hope cometh.
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Wishing you all needful strength for ,the work you have to do, at
your advanced age, for the good of others, and desiring to be remembered in your prayers at the throne of grace,
I am, dear Dr. DOUDNEY, yours respectfully,
Devizes, March 9th, 1893.
JOHN FERRIS.
[Goodness and mercy have indeed followed you, dear venerable
friend and hrother.
How spared!
How wondrously supported!
What proof of Divine faithfulness, forbearance, and all-sufficiency 1
Your case brings so to mind the so favourite lines of our late dear
brother" Oh, for a heart to praise my God,
A heart from sin set free;
A heart that's sprinkled with the blood
So freely shed for me."
-ED.]
OUR

FRIEND

AND

BROTHER THE "WAYSIDE NOTES"
WRITER.
[Our readers will see, by the date, how long the annexed letter has
been in hand. We can little foresee what may occur before it meets
the eye of our readers. We can only afresh commend our dear brother
and all his endeared connections to the Lord. The word pressing upon
the mind, at the moment of writing, is, " Mighty to save," and, "Able to
do exceeding abundantly above all we ask or (even) think." The Lord
be pleased to give our dear brother fresh proof of His covenant faithfulness and Divine all-sufficiency. In response to the loving message of his
afllicted one, we say, "The Lord bless thee, and keep thee; the Lord
make His face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee; the Lord
lift up the light of His countenance upon thee, and give thee peace."
" Yet a season, and we know
Happy entrance shall be given;
All your SOlTOWS left below,
And earth exchanged for heaven."

-ED·l
To the Editor of the G()spel Mag(£zine.
My DEAR BROTHER BELOVED,-I promised a line before the month
closes to inform you how matters are with' regard to my dear wife.
It is really wonderful to us all that she is still with us, although constantly she is "longing to be home."
I have just asked her what message I should send from he),' to dear
Dr. DOUDNEY, and she said, "My Christian love, and ask him to pray
for me that I may have submission." We can only commit her into
the hands of her Faithful Creator, with the sweet assurance that all
is well. It is, however, a most trying case to all of us, and the sympathy and prayers of the Lord's dear people are very precious in
such a time of need.
With our united love to yourself anu dear Mrs. DOUDNEY,
I remain, yours. in the best bonds,
Burton-on-Trent, February 25th, 1893.
GEORGE COWELL.
u2
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LOVE-NOTES.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
BELOVED DR. DOUDNEY,-Had I been able, I should have written
at once to thank you for the sweet reply to my pencil note, but extra
suffering has been mine for some weeks past, preventing the use of the
pencil.
What a tender provision it is of our Jesus that no interruption of
time, distance, or illness can sever the tie binding us in a true heartrelatedness.,-one in Him-our one and only Hope. When this reaches
you, you will have passed another milestone, dear brother. Oh, is not
the Divine all-sufficiency and Divine faithfulness, on which you in your
remarks so tenderly dwell, ever reiterating the "Able to keep" ~
Only, you will exclaim, "I want Himself to whisper the three little
but potent words-to hear that tender 'Man's voice,' who can 'speak
as never man spake, comfortable words to me." Does He not mark
the longing? Oh, we call Him infinitely loving, but we travel on with
a burdened heart, because the old habit of measuring His love by our
own will never altogether leave us here. Never mind, a few years at
the longest, dear brother, and to us, we trust, it shall be given
"To see, and hear, and know,
All we desired or wished below."
Our time shall come to go near· unto the King, dear brother, "Who
hath loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood." Oh,
may He to-day encircle you with His sweet presence, and speak
to your heart such a birthday portion as shall leave the dew upon your
branch for many days. God bless you, my dear brother, and fulfil our
petition on your behalf.
And now your heart is saddened by the loss of a dear familiar face
and voice, and I, who would fain comfort my friend, am not sufficient,
save to point you up !-up I-upward, my brother, to Him who bears that
grief also with thee; who drank the cup -of loneliness to its dregs.
Oh, that in the lonely hours He may be to you closer than any earthly
brother, 80 close that pain may be swallowed up of joy, and that your
testimony to others may be, "This was the gate of heaven; He drew
me, and I had a glimpse of His very face smiling on me, and saying,
'Am I not better to you than many earthly brothers?'" Truly, I
can feel tender sympathy with you, for I am the only one left of my
dear brothers and sisters. But" The Lord liveth, and blessed be my
Rock."
With love to Mrs. DOUDNEY and yourself, yours most affectionately,
Wisbech, lJt[anh 7th, 1893.
MARY A. GROOM.
COilLiIlENTS.
1. We thank our dear so-long-suffering friend and sister for the
foregoing. It is indeed a wondrous testimony, in support of Divine
patience, faithfulness, and all-sufficiency. Marvellous is the fact that
she has been so long and so blessedly sustained.
As stated in our
last Number, it is nearly fifty years! We feel it the more by comparison. When we remember, as we cannot but remember, how per-

,
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sonally our own mind is influenced, if' health or sleep is affected, we
are the more astounded, as, we contemplate the Divine compassion,
sympathy, and power of our God, as exhibited in the cases of others,
especially those which from time to time come before us.
2. Moreover, if we feel as we do, when this or that trial or afiliction,
as endured by others, is brought before us, what must be the sympathy-what the tenderness' of Jesus, as He views the position and
circumstances of the myriads of His redeemed and' suffering ones ~
If 0!L1" cold and sinful and selfish heart is, in the least wise, touched,
what-what-must His be ~ Ah, would that we could more think of
this. How >triking and how telling the lines of the poet"He, in His measure, feels afresh
What every member bears"!
Alas! alas! how we lose sight of the fact, that, in proportion as we
are enabled to contemplate Him, in the personal sufferings which
He endured by anticipcdion, as set forth in Old Testament Scriptures,
and then in their positive and actual reality in the days of His flesh,
in that very proportion our own personal sufferings will be so much
the more lessened in severity and acuteness. This lightening of the
cross and the soothening of the suffering is, moreover, in no small
degree promoted by the knowledge of or contact with the afflicted,
tried, and tempted members of the mystical body of which
Christ is the great, glorious, and sympathizing Head. It is this
very contact with suffering and sorrow that is, of God, made so
instrumental in helping the labours of the Lord's servants, be they
ministers or otherwise.
Herein is one of the essential benefits
attendant upon visiting the sick and affiicted. Ah! what a check to
rebellion, as well as loving rebuke to thanklessness and thoughtlessness, have followed such visits.
3. Yes, dear sister, that's it-that's it-we" want Himself to whispm'
this and that word-this ana that renewed pledge, promise, home-and.
heart assurance of His presence and power-His guidance and guardianship-His strength and support-in all, through all, over all, till the
last smiling, soothing, fear-assuaging, strength-uprising, "Come up
higher!" is spoken. The fact is, beloved, the greater the indulgence in
this respect, the more deeply is felt the blank-the void-the painful
lack that attends His absence and withdrawal. Had we never heard His
voice, nor caught His smile, nor felt the throbbings of His loving heart,
we should not feel as we do; nor realize the loneliness, the solitude, the
weariness and the wants of the wilderness. Have we not long, long
sympathized, dear sister, with the language of the immortal W ATTS-

I,

" My God, my life, my love,
To Thee, to Thee, I call;
I cannot live if Thou remove,
For Thou art All in all.
" Thy smiling grace can cheer
This dungeon where I dwell;
'Tis Paradise if Thou art here,
If Thou depart, 'tis hell! "
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4. Ah! beloved, who felt this more than your long.sainted father ~
Who more sensible of the changes-who more alive to the lovewhispers-who more conscious of the rebukes-who more deeply regrettin~ the w;ithdrawal. of his loved and loving Lord, than he ~
5. Well, .beloved, in regard to the many years-and that so unexpectedly-that we have been detained in the wilderness, and in spite
of the loneliness that befalls our condition, in consequence of the
removal of so many that have been called home-there is one fact that,
at times, at least, is cheering and Christ-endearing to our own heart; it
is the precious fact spoken of at the close of the eleventh chapter of
Hebrews, namely, in regard to the great cloud of witnesses, that "they,
without us, cannot be made perfect." If (blessed be His great and allglorious Name!) He "had need of thern," so, in like manner, poor and
needy, vile and ill-and-hell-deserving as we are, "He hath need of us
also." Hence, beloved, notwithstanding all we feel and all we fear (in
fctith-not according to present feeling)-we will venture to exclaim" Yet a season, and ",e know
Happy entrance shall be given;
All our sorrows left below,
And earth exchanged for heaven."

THE

EDITOR.

KINDLY GREETINGS.
DEAR Uncle, is it really true
That you have lived to eighty-twoHave lived God's goodness to proclaim,
To magnify your Saviour's name?
An honoured life preserved from
harm,
Depending on His gracious arm
Who holds the waters in His hand,
With heaven and earth at His com·
mand.
How wonderful to you to trace
His mighty acts of sovereign grace.
A never·ending theme for you,
Refreshing all your journey through.
Of Jesus' love, too, you can sing,
Rejoicing in yow' conquering King;
Thoug·h Satan aim your faith to try,
You must rejoice, with Jesus nigh.

Still able with your pen to tell
The precious truths you love so well,
The Word of God, with power divine,
Illumines many a sacred line.
We pray that God may spare you
still,
According to His gracious will,
That He may help you to unfold
His promises to young and oldOf that great love to write yet more,
The love that opened heaven's door;
The love that makes your heart o'erflow,
The love that you so sweetly know.
Thou Sun of Righteousness divine,
On our beloved one brightly shine;
Lord, shed on him Thy cheering
ray,
Bid every shadow flee away.
.
AUNT Lucy.*

A BELIEVER seeks after holines~, not as the condition of his
justification, but in order to make the nearest approach to the blessed
image of God thereby, and to bring the highest honour to His grace
and name.-John Ben'idge.
*. Eldest daughter of· our late beloved and only.surviving brother.
month's Magazine.-ED.

See last
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PASTORAL NOTES.
" THE LORD'S DOING."

"IT was not man's doing, it was· altogether the Lord's!" How glad
I was to hear a former parishioner express these words. He had
passed through a series of deep trials; his cattle had died, persons
whom he had trusted had cheated him, business was completely failing;
and when I called one day upon him, I found that troubles and
vexations had so accumulated, that any words of mine seemed utterly
powerless to cheer or comfort him, and no human aid \fas apparently
available to help him. What could be done 1 We could not think of
anything. Of course, I counselled him to look upwards, to "cast his
burden upon the Lord," and seek to believe that, as He was able, so
He was willing to help him; but it seemed as if little short of a miracle
could be of any avail in his case. And now, only a few months afterwards, he was rejoicing in completely altered circumstances, his burden
removed, his fears assuaged, business prospering, and he acknowledging
with deepest gratitude, that "It was all the Lord's doing, not man's."
How did it come .about 1 In the simplest way. Walking one evening
along a country road, utterly cast down, and not knowing what to do,
he happened to observe some bright flowers in a garden, and stopped to
look at them. The owner, a total stranger to him, observed him, and
entered into conversation with him; and in the course of that conversation
he asked, "Do you happen to know anyone who could take up such and
such a business 1 it wants some energy and capital, but with these, it
would answer well." My parishioner thought, "Why, that's the very
thing for me, if I only had the capital." He went home, mentioned
the matter to his wife, and almost immediately afterwards, a relative
called, offered to supply him with the needed capital, and in.a very
short time his troubles had vanished. I rejoiced that he gave God
the glory.
THE TROUBLED SISTERS.

"Is anything too hard for the Lord 1" We know that there is
not, and yet sometimes faith wavers, and we hesitate and doubt as if
we really believed that some things were too hard for Him. Two
young ladies, who occasionally attended my ministry, called upon me
one day in the deepest distress. Cruelly treated by some who ought
to have cherished and helped them, they had the expectation of
being turned out of house and home, without any available friend
or source of help. What was to be done 1 I suggested various
expedients, but all in vain; they had been tried and failed. The
prospect of the poor sisters seemed as dark as dark could be, and
no human aid seemed likely to be forthcoming. "Then," I said,
"there is only one course open; we must commit the whole matter
to the Lord, and believe that, in His great mercy, He will help."
We knelt, and laid the case before Him; and ere they left, I
earnestly besought them to be not faithless, but believing. A few
days afterwards one of them called again, and said that their
circumstances were unchanged, that there was still no hope whatever
of any help, and that there was nothing but destitution and the
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workhouse before them; they could not see any way in which they
could earn their living, although they would gladly avail themselves
of any honourable means. of doing so, and "to beg they were
ashamed." Again we laid the matter before the Lord, and besought
Him to help, and I counselled them to endeavour to trust Him with
simple, childlike faith. I lost sight of them; but not long afterwards
a letter came from one of them, full of gratitude and joy, telling
how their difficulties had been removed. The event which they so
greatly feared had indeed occurred; but, at the same time, in God's
gracious providence, offers had been made to them which ended in
their each obtaining a happy home.
A DIFFICULT

PROBLEM

SOLVED.

Here I am reminded of a remarkable mercy which was vouchsafed
to me, in one of the earliest years of my ministry. My good and
saintly bishop asked me to take charge of a newly-formed ecclesiast,ical
parish; it was a weighty charge, and at first I was inclined to refuse
it, but on second thoughts, and after taking counsel with my loved
and revered father, I ventured to accept it; and so, in course of time,
I was duly appointed as its first pastor. But scarcely had I entered
upon my duties, when some mischief-makers announced that the whole
proceeding was irregular and unlawful. They did this, I fear, purposely
to spite the good bishop; and when it came to his ears, it evidently
vexed him greatly. They based their charge upon a singular circumstance: In order to form the district legally, a certain endowment had
to be procured, and the income arising from that endowment was to
constitute the stipend of the pastor. The bishop himself, with much
trouble and pains, obtained the sum which was necessary to form that
endowment, chiefly from private sources, but partly by a grant from
a special trust. This grant was formally made to the new district,
and the bishop knew that_it might be fully regarded as part of its
eventual endowment, but, according to the terms of the trust, it could
not be paid to it, nor would the income arising from it be available
for the pastor, until the new district had been provided with a church.
There was no doubt that the district would be provided with a church,
and thus that the condition would be fulfilled; but it was a question
of time, the population was poor, it might take some years to accomplish; and meanwhile, whilst the district was in one sense fully endowed according to law, in another sense it was not so, as its endowment was not, and could not be, fully paid. The enemies of the good
bishop seemed determined to make as much as they could out of this
cil'cumstanlle, and did not hesitate to affirm, both in public and private,
that the whole proceeding was illegal, that a Queen's order in Council
for the formation of the new district had been obtained under false pretences, and that the appointment of the pastor was null and void. What
was to be done ~ I could easily resign, but that would scarcely mend
matters; it might be regarded as a tacit acknowledgment that the charge
brought forward wa.s correct; and the difficulty with respect to the
district itself would -remain ·unaltered. I called, of course, upon the
good bishop, and we considered the matter from every point of view;
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but the more we considered it the more perplexing it appeared; in
fact, there seemed no way out of the difficulty. The good bishop,
however, was a man of fervent prayer. No doubt he laid the matter
earnestly at the throne of grace; he did it, indeed, whilst we were
consulting together, and I have no doubt that he did it also in
private. He kindly invited me to stay at his residence one night;
and the next morning, as I sat in the room adjoining his study,
he came in briskly, with a happy expression of countenance, and
with his Greek Testament in his hand, and he said, "Here is a
text for you to-day, just the very one, I think, for your case";
and then he pointed to Mark xvi. 3, 4, "They said among themselves, Who shall roll us away the stone from the door of the
sepulchre 1 And when they looked, they saw that tM stone was 1'Olled
away: for it was very great." I went home that day with that text
continually upon my mind-" The stone was rolled away ,,_cc the
stone was rolled away"; but-must I confess it 1-scarcely venturing
to believe that it would be fulfilled in my case; the "stone" seemed
so great, that I could not see how it could be rolled away; in other
words, a serious mistake had undoubtedly been made, and I could not
see how it was to be rectified. Yet the whole thing was accomplished
in the simplest way. One letter (instrumentally) turned the scale.
The good bishop, who always closely united diligent working with
fervent praying, wrote to the head of the trust which had made the
perplexing grant, and told him all the circumstances; and soon came
an answer which removed all the difficulty. It was to the effect that,
under the peculiar circumstances of the case, although it was impossible,
from the conditions of the trust, that the grant could be paid until the
time indicated in the future, yet the sum assigned should be distinctly
set on one side, and secured to the new district, and the interest
accruing from it should be regularly paid to the pastor, just as if the
sum itself had actually been paid. Never can I forget the satisfaction
which I experienced when I heard this joyful intelligence from the
good bishop's own lips, and when he gleefully asked, "The stone is
rolled away, is it not 1" It was so, indeed; every requirement was
met; there was no illegality, and the bishop's traducers were completely silenced. But the deepest thought of all was, "It is the
Lord's doing. He has done it all. Why did I not trust Him to do
it 1 Can I ever di~trust Him a.gain 1..
"Oh, magnify the Lord with me,
With me exalt His name;
When in' distl'ess to Him I called,
He to my rescue came."
"Oh, make but trial of His love,
Experience shall decide,
How blest are they, and only they,
Who in His love confide."
D. A. DOUDNEY, JUN.
[We are quite sure that those who knew and personally loved the
late Bishop WALDEGRAvE-and who that did know him but loved him 1
-will, in common with our beloved son and ourselves, rejoice in the
foregeing precious God-honouring testimony.-ED.]
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MEETING.

'THE SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON PREACHED IN THE CIRCUS CHURCH,
PORTSMOUTH, ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 15TH, 1893, BY THE REV. J. C.
MARTIN, M.A., INCUMBENT.

" And she said to the king, It was a tme rep01·t that I heard in mine
own land of thy, ads and of thy wisdom. Howbeit I believed not the words
until .I came, and mine eyes hnd seen it, and, behold, the half was not told
1ne."-1 KINGS x. 6, 7.
IN the text and context, we have one of those intensely interesting
histories which are often found in the Word of God, and yet underneath the facts recorded, surely there are to be seen some deep and
spiritual truths which do not altogether appear upon the surface. God
has not given us His Holy Word merely as a statement of facts, but
the very incidents recorded, even in Old Testament history, truly
were, and are, intended to teach much concerning the Lord Jesus
Christ and His gracious dealings with His people in all ages. We
cannot fail to see this, for instance, in the case of the Patriarch
Abraham, wh,en the ram provided by God was caught in the thicket
by his horns, at the time when hie son Isaac was bound on the altar,
and when his own hand was uplifted with the knife ready to slay
him; how marvellous the interposition of God, when the life of Isaac
was spared, and the ram was offered for a burnt offering in the stead·
of his son. Here, undoubtedly, is a great lesson, not only made known
to Abraham and Isaac, but to all the children of God now, of Christ
the Lamb of God and His wonderful work of substitution for His
people. So we see in the history of J oseph, and in the conduct of
his brethren-in their betrayal of him, and selling him to the Ishmaelites,
much besides a mere record of facts. In his trials, his humiliation
and prison life in Egypt, nnd then his exaltation, we trace a counterpart of another Brother of the Church, concerning whom we read,
"He is not ashamed to call them (His children) brethren"; and, as we
note these sinful brethren forgiven, blessed, and caused to reside in
the fattest of the provinces of Egypt, and there sustained, whilst
Joseph is next on the throne to Pharaoh, so we ourselves, as taught
by the Spirit of God, pardoned, and blessed with mercies and privileges, and supplied without money and price, not only for time, but
eternity, see with the eye of faith our elder Brother, Christ, and
praise Him for the wonders of His forgiveness and grace vouchsafed
to ourselves. And, if these are not earthly stories with heavenly
meanings, they are at least extremely suggestive of important teaching
in things Divine. At any rate, our Lord, the great Teacher, when
upon earth, used many such illustrations to instruct His disciples;
such as the Shepherd-the Vine-the trees-the flowers, &c.-and,
when asked by the Pharisees to show them a sign, He replied, in
reference to the' very subject matter of our text, "The Queen of
the south shall rise up in the judgment with this generation, and shall
condemn it: for she came from the uttermost parts of the earth to hear
the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, a greater than Solomon is here"
(Matt. xii. 42).
I. We have a king spoken of, Solomon, occupying a position of
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great influence, possessing marvellous wisdom, untold wealth, and surrounded with grandeur and glory; and then a foreign queen, hearing
of his fame and name, coming from a far-off country to see for herself,
and to prove him with hard questions.
(1). Have we not here suggested to us a greater than Solomon, the
Lord Jesus Ohrist, the King of Zion, and of His people ~ And do we
not trace the experience of those who, hearing what He is, and of
His power, wisdom, wealth, love, and grace, are led to seek and find
in Him all, and· more, than the queen of Sheba found in king
Solomon 1
(2). We read in the first verse, when the queen of Sheba heard
of the fame of Solomon concerning the name of the Lord, she came, a
foreigner, probably from the north part of Arabia, and descended from
Shem. (a) Perhaps she had some records by her of a portion of God's
Word then written; and thus in after years, by the Divine blessing.
the truth had been owned, and the Holy Spirit had quickened her
soul to a sense of need; or possibly one of Solomon's ambassadors had
carried the truth to her district and country, and the Master had used
it for His glory. How often a mother's tears, prayers, and burning
words of love, or a father's, or a friend's, have been used by the
Great Teacher, when it was supposed, all was forgotten; and the Lord
has thus manifested His love and grace, and led sinners to Himself,
and, like the prodigal, these have been brought to seek and find heaven,
pardon, and the peace of God.
(3). So an incident, apparently of chance, has often transpired in
our individual experience, and the Lord has been in it. A new pastor
has been appointed; a new Sunday scheol teacher; a neighbour has
·been thrown in our way; a stranger has crossed our path, and we
have been led to hear or read the "INord ; all links in a chain of Divine
purpose and love, seen not at first, but subsequently, to God's praise
and our profit. In any case, somehow, and by some means, the queen
heard of Solomon, and she was filled with intense desire to see him,
and she could not rest until she went to him.
An aged relative of my .own was in deep soul trouble many years
ago. ..A Ohristian man came into her house one day and said,· to her
astonishment, he had heard that remarkable servant of God, the Rev.
VV. HUNTINGTON, S.S.; she had read some of his works, which had
either been owned to convince her of sin or to comfort her-and perhaps
both-and she said at once, "I will go and hear him." Accordingly
she went some seventy-five miles-no easy task in olden days-and
there the Lord blessed her abundantly, and she subsequently invited
him to her neighbourhood, and he preached, and was owned by God to
be a blessing to many souls.
(4). The queen of Sheba had doubtless read of the dedication of
Solomon's temple-its fame must have extended far and wide, and more
than likely she had heard of that wonderful prayer of Solomon's as
recorded in chapter viii. 41, &c., " Moreover, concerning a stranger, that
is not of Thy people Israel, but cometh out of a far country for Thy
name's sake (for they shall hear of Thy great natne, and of Thy strong
hand, and of thy stretched-out arm); when he shall come and pray
toward this house, hear Thou in heaven Thy dwelling place, and do

,-
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according to all that the stranger calleth to Thee for.", And she had
possibly been harassed by the great enemy with the suggestion she was
not of Israel, and therefore was only an outcast, and consequently
could have no ground for hope. And then she was far off, the distance was great, and the difficulties many. Her own heart would
suggest, besides, many obstacles causing her to fear she would not be
received; and yet, again, she might have heard how ,that; after this
prayer of the king (see 2 Chronicles vii. 1), "Fire came down from
heaven, and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices; and
the glory of the Lord filled the house." This we know was the
evidence that the prayer was heard (see Genesis iv. 4), &c., and it
may be the Holy Spirit helped her, in prayer, to plead this, and, like
the Syrophamician woman she hoped, though as it were a Gentile
outcast (or a dog), she might partake of the crumbs of the king's
table.
(5). She came to prove the king also with hard questions. Possibly
she had many difficulties, and she had many things to discourage her;
she did not want to be deceived, and she was afraid of shams and
counterfeits, and desired realities; like those who now coming from a
far country, as to feeling and apprehension, yet hear of King JesusHis great name as the Good Physician, and of the wonderful cures He
effects-of His strong hand, able to grasp with might, and yet with
love, the coming sinner-His stretched-out arm, able to reach the very
outcasts, even to the very uttermost-and, like this queen, they come.
And yet more; she but ventures from what she heard or read, but they
have(6). The plain declaration in God's Word of the record of His love
in all ages in the past-His exceeding great and precious promises;
and these, under the teaching of the Holy Spirit, are all increasing
assurances that the coming sinner shall in no wise be cast out;
and, though as yet they know it not, God is leading, teaehing, and
blessing them. His own grace has brought them to where they are,
because He has a favour to them, and they come because their names
are already in the Lamb's book of life, never to be effaced; and He
says, "I have loved thee with an everlasting love, therefore [have I
extended loving-kindness to thee-margin] with loving-kindness have I
drawn thee," And" Whom once He loves He never leaves,
But loves unto the end."
(7). She brought presents, we are told, with her. She did not
bring them by way of price, but with a feeling of love and
reverence. So the poor woman in Simon's house, with those precious
tears (Luke viii. 38), with which she washed our Lord's feet, and
wiped them with the hairs of her head, kissed His feet, and anointed
them with ointment, was received graciously and lovingly. In
any case, we may come at first, hoping, if we do this or that, we
shall succeed better; but we have to learn, like J oseph's brethren,
the money is returned in the sack's mouth, and that the Lord saves
without money and without price.

,
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"It is not thy tears and repentance and prayers,
But the blood that atones for the soul;
On Him then who shed it thou mayest at once,
Thy weight of iniquities roll.
"Then doubt not thy welcome, since God has declared,
There remaineth no more to be done;
That once in the end of the world He appeared,
And completed the work He begun."
(8). She told him all the truth, we are informed-cc Communed with
the king of all that was in her heart" (verse 2). He seemed to read
her heart, and anticipated her very feelings, desires, and questions; so
the Lord Jesus, before we ask or call, hears now.

"He understands a sigh divine
And marks a secret groan."
And when she saw and heard all, there was no more spirit in herher presents, her position, though a queen, all sunk into insignificance,
and she said, "It was a true repor~ that I heard in my own land of
thy acts, and of thy wisdom. Howbeit I believed not the words, until
I came, and mine eyes had seen it: and, behold, the half was not told
me: thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeth the fame which I heard"
(verses 6, 7).
Yes, it is true, dear friends, what is said of our Emmanuel, what
His Word declare3 of the wicked who die in their sins, of the men
and women of the world, whose heart and treasure are there. It is
true of those who are lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God.
It is true of others, also, who rest on sacraments, church-goings, or
chapel-goings; or on ordinances, works and alms, good thoughts or
good feelings; or who rely on priests or ministers, or on anyone or
on anything but the Lord Jesus and His finished work and His
precious truth; addressed in loving words, and telling of loving actions
as they do in all ages to sinners who have fled for refuge to lay hold
of the hope set before them in the glorious Gospel of His grace, unfettered with conditions of goodness. How precious the words"Let not conscience make you linger,
Nor of fitness fondly dream;
All the fitness He requireth
Is to feel your need of Him;
This He gives you:
'Tis the Spirit's rising beam."
11. (1). Now she heard His wisdom, she saw the house he had
built-understood the wonderful design, plan, and purpose of all:
and do not we, when we are enabled to belie,ve His gracious
promises to each coming sinner, and to ourselves as such, trace His
plan, purpose, design in teaching us our need, emptiness, insufficiency,
and unworthiness; and, in His mysterious providence, ordering it that
we hear of Him, and are helped to come to Him 1 and we see it all
as the outcome of marvellous grace from the only wise and " Wonderful
Counsellor, the Almighty God." And(2). "The Prince of Peace." In 1 Chron. xxii. 9, rrLm·gin.) we. read,
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"His name shall be Solomon" (or-peaceable). He has made peace
by the blood of His cross~the chastisement of the Christian's peace
was upon Eim, and He gives peace to the believer. The peace
of .!lod-we may not enjoy it always, but the peace is made never to
unmade. "Peace I leave with you, My peace I give unto you"
(said our blessed Loftl): "not as the world giveth, give I unto you.
Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid" (John xiv. 27).
(3). She saw his wealth, the magnificence of his house and of the
house of the Lord: so we see in Christ the wisdom of God in a
mystery; Christ the wisdom of God, as well as the power of God j
and His wise dealings with us individually in the afterwards of our
experience, even in our trials and chastisements; which are often, for
the present, "not joyous but grievous," yet, when sanctified, they" yield
the peaceable fruits of righteousness to those exercised thereby." And
we behold His unsearchable riches also.
e4). The ascent by which he went up into the house of the Lord j
so, in the descent of our blessed Lord to the earth, we see
the great mystery of God manifested in the flesh-in His life, His
death, His resurrection, His ascension; hell barred to the saints;
heaven opened amid the acclamation of angels, "Lift up your heads;
o ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; and the King
of glory shall come in." And we see a greater than Solomon, and we
love His precious words to sorrowing ones of old, "I ascend to
My Father and your Father, to My God and your God" (John xx. 17).
(5). We see the throne of grace and glory with the eye of faith,
and we shall see more some day, for truly the half is not told, and
the best is to come.
Ill. Solomon gave the queen of Sheba, as we are informed, all her
desire.
(1). A precious Psalm is the thirty-seventh. "Rest in the Lord,
wait patiently for Him-and He shall give thee thy heart's desire."
And again, Psalm lxxxi. 10, "Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it."
And we read in Malachi iii. 10, "Prove me now herewith, saith the
Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour
you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it."
Depend upon it, whatever circumstances may say, or our great
enemy, or our hearts, God's words are eternally true j no good thing
will He withhold from His people j and one da.y, when we see as we
are seen, and know as we are known, we shall be able to say, with
Joshua, "Not one thing hath failed-which the Lord our God spake
concerning you." Had we God's key, many difficult locks would be
opened here, and we may well wait His time. It is a mercy our
times are in a Father's hands, and our steps are well ordered by Him
and His Word shaH stand, and not one jot or tittle ever fail.
(2). And at last His people shall be filled and satisfied with His
goodness, when led to living fountains of waters, and tears shall be
wiped from and out of every eye.
(3). But Solomon gave the queen of ;Sheba not only all her desire
and whatsoever she asked, but, of his royal bounty beside-what she
neither thought of or asked. Truly where sin has abounded, grace has
much more abounded j yea, in devising a way whereby His banished
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should not· be expelled from Him, in His unspeakable gift and in His
marvellous salvation effected, all exceed the very comprehension of
man~; and; in turning the very curse in which the fall involved His bride
into a blessing, we see the superabounding of His grace, as well as in
the very security and exaltation provided; ,and in His own pardon and
peace, to say nothing of the exceeding riches of His grace, here linked
inseparably with the glory which is to be hereafter revealed, and the
fulness of bliss reserved for His Church in that ocean of love, which
cannot be passed over, and which is without bottom or shore.
IV. No wonder the queen of Sheba exclaimed to king Solomon,
/l Happy [or blessed] are thy men, and happy are these thy servants,
which stand continually before thee, and hear thy wisdom." And no
marvel she commences to bless J ehovah, their God and Solomon's God.
(1). And is it not, dear friends, our privilege thus to speak good of
His name, as we see Jesus as OU?' King, in His beauty, excellency, grace,
and glory, and rejoice in His unsearchable ricp,es 1 and the more so as
we are taught the meaning of our Lord's words, "All [things] are
yours; and ye are Christ's; and Christ is God's" (1 Cor. iii. 22, 23).
We are happy in having such a God; happy in possessing such a
Christ, such a King Eternal; happy in having such a portion sealed
as ours, by the oath of our covenant God, by the precious blood of the
Lord Jesus Christ, and by the witness of the Eternal Spirit; happy
in the privileges we have here, and in the assurance of the future; yea,
" Happy is that people, that is in such a case: yea, happy is that people,
whose God is the Lord" (Psalm cxliv. 15).
(2). And what shall we say of that undeserved, unthought-of love
which arranged and made all secure in eternity past, and carried out
all and revealed it in His time of love to the soul 7 May our gracious
King work in us heartfelt gratitude, and enable us to praise Him aright
in life, as well as by lip, here, until we shall cast our crowns at His
feet, and recount His mercy throughout eternity.
V. We are, finally, informed the Queen turned, and went to her own
.
country.
(1). How many thoughts would crowd into her mind as she
journeyed homeward--of fears ·which had weighted her as she went to
see king Solomon-of discouragements which she apprehended might
arise-of difficulties innumerable which might impede her suit before
the king; but now all these were gone, her heart was filled with
praise, and she could sing the language of Solomon's father,
David, perhaps, "Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and all that is within
me, bless His holy name. Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget
not all His benefits" (Psalm ciii. 1,2).
(2). And, when she reached her own country, can we not imagine
how gladly she would tell her relations and friends what she had
seen and heard; like the poor man out of whom a legion of devils
was cast, who went through Decapolis (ten cities), declaring how great
things God had done unto him 7
. She would from a full heart, we are sure, speak good of Solomon;
and is there not a practical lesson for us, dear brethren 7 Shall we
not, too, pray, if we have been taught something of the love of our
Emmanuel, that He will use us to tell others what He has done for
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our souls 1 and, as He opens up to us His Holy Word-His heavenly
wisdom and rich storehouse of blessings which are ours-shall we
not count it our great privilege to be His mouthpiece (if He will
honour us as such), to proclaim His unsearchable riches, for the
encouragement and comfort of those who are led to seek His face 1
And will not this gracions King, too, use us, though weak and un~eserving, empty and broken vessels, to gather some-yea, manyto Himself, to know something of His love and mercy here, until
the whole family, His one bride, shall see Him face to face, and praise
Him throughout eternity 1
THE REV. J. G. SOUTHBY.
[We have received the annexed from our dear friend and brother.
We are sure that this so sore a trial that the Lord has seen fit to lay
upon him will awaken on his behalf the sympathies of our readers. As
there is nothing too hard for the Lord, we cannot but hope that He
will prove to' our brother, not only a "very present Help in trouble,"
but better to him than all his fears.-En.l
To the EditlYl" of the Gospel Magazine.
EVER DEARLY BELOVED BROTHER,-The good Lord send dear Mrs.
DOUDNEY and self every new covenant blessing "this year also."
We have been thirty-two years wedded, and now the dearest partner
is again a child-utter collapse of nervous power. The doctor says her
reason is right, but she must not be left. Oh, this is an awful trial!
Do spread this matter before the Lord.
Heard your sister had gone home; happy soul! Out of the great
Yours in the truth,
depths, in fraternal love,
Sydney, Australia, January 9th, 1893.
J. G. SOUTHBY.

MEMORIAL TO REV. JOHN NEWTON AND HIS WIFE.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SlR,-At the request of a large number of the subscribers to
the Memorial to the Rev. JOHN NEWTON and his wife, shortly to be
erected in· Olney Ohurchyard, I beg to inform you and your readers
that the cost of the monument in grey granite (the most durable material), plain and without ornament, yet worthy of those whose remains
it is to cover, would be £120; to complete this, a further sum of from £20
to £30 will be required.
Should anyone who has not as yet contributed desire to do so, their
early communication will be much esteemed, either to Mr. HINTON,
Bramley Hill, Oroydon, or myself. The list is to be closed at an
early date.
.
Yours faithfully,
12, Wcllcsley Rond, C1"oydon, M(L1"ch 20th, 1893.
J. T. MAITLAND.
ONE true Ohristian differs from another without breach of charity,
as friends love one another, though in different garbs.
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THE SNARES AND SUBTLETIES IN THE SO-CALLED
RELIGIOUS WORLD.
IN a letter to the late beloved Rev. WILLIAM SAUNDERS, under date

May, 1882, we find the annexed. If we had reason for writing in
such terms then, how much more is there need for remonstrance now
that the delusions are more wide-spread and intensified, in the intervening period:-

"'

The longer I live, the more deeply imbued is my mind with the conviction that the name and fame of Jehovah of Hosts ought to be the
first and foremost consideration upon the part of every professed servant
of His. All and everything ought to give way to this. The standard
of our teaching and exhortations should invariably be, "How will this
bear upon the character of my God? In what way will His wisdom,
His love, His justice, His authority, government, and dominion be
recognized and advocated by what I say or do?" In proportion as
a holy jealousy for God and truth prompts and stimulates us, shall we
realize the fulfilment of the Lord's words, "Them that honour Me I will
honour."
Such a course may subject us to the censure rather than the approval of
our fellow-men. We shall be deemed captious and critical, bigoted and"
narrow-minded, the followers of a bygone period, and not up to the
requirements of the present enlightened age; but, my dear brother, I
need not remind you that all such arguments and reasonings are of the
flesh. They clash with the holy determination of a Micaiah, "As the
Lord liveth, what the Lord saith unto me, that will I speak."
With regard to the much-talked-of movements of the present daythe all-engrossing subject of the so·called "Salvation Army"-upon
what is it founded? Professedly love for immortal souls. But what
is its basis of action? How far has it Scripture warrant for its principles
and practices? This is an all.important consideration. Well, now,
without going into details, I will simply quote from a book entitled,
Holy Living; 07', What the Salvation Army Teaches about Sanctification.
By THE GENERAL.* In the short Introduction or Preface, it is stated,
"This handbook i~ an enlargement of one section of the small catechism
we put, some time ago, into the hands of our cadets. It is, therefore,
written only to express, in the simplest possible way, a few of the
most important truths which are to be forced upon the world by our
Soldie1·s."
Here is the basis of the so-called truths, in the first question and
answer given in this handbook or guide to the Salvation AJ.·my instruction:"Question. What does the Army teach on the subject of entire sanctification?
" Answer. That a man may be delivered from all sin, and enabled
to do the will of God continually in this life."
I might multiply quotations to the same effect, but this shall suffice.
And now I ask, dear brother, can anything be more unscriptural?
Can ought be more in direct contl-adiction to the experience of Bible
saints, and the every child of God that has lived since the Apostles'
days? Free from sin? Why, how large a proportion of the Psalms
consists in earnest pleadings-yea, in cries and groans-for mercy! How
different the false fire of the many who, in connection with the so-called
• London: Sa.lvation Army Book Stores, 101, Queen Victoria Street," KC. Price Id.
~
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.. Salvation Army," are now avowing themselves "without sin" to the
testimony of blessed Bishop BEVERIDGE, who said, "I do' not only
betray the i.nbred venom of my heart by poisoning my common actions,
but even my most religious performances also, with sin. I cannot pray
but I sin; I cannot hear or preach a sermon but I sin; I cannot give an
alms or receive the Sacrament but I sin; nay, I cannot so much as
confess my sins, but my very confessions are still agravations of them.
My repentance needs to be repented of, my tears want washing, and the
.very washing of my tears needs still to be washed over again with the
blood of my Redeemer. Thus, not only the worst of my sins, but eVeD
the best of my duties, speak me a child of Adam; insomuch that, whenaoever I l'eflect upon my past actions, methinks I cannot but look back
upon my whole life, from the time of my conception to this very moment,
to be but as one continued act of sin."
How marked, I repeat, the distinction between this testimony and the
many misguided men who, under an excited and most deceptive and
destructive influence, are avowing themselves sinless! I believe, dear
brother, that the experience of the last fOUl' years, preceded as it was
by the many years you had known and followed the Lord, will prompt
you to unite with the Spirit-taught children of the living God' to
protest, and that in the most earnest and emphatic way, against such
subtle, unscriptUl'al, most destructive dogmas. And it is this that I have
so much in view in thus addressing you at the present time. As in my
recent letter I remarked that I believe one pUl-pose the Lord had in
view in afflicting you, as He has of late years done, was to prove how,
in. the depths of your anguish, there was the strictest confidence in and
l'everence 101' the Word of God; so, in like manner, it is deeply impressed
upon my .heart that the Lord· has been dealing with you in a marked
and special way, in order that, in His own good time, you should come
;forth with the greater boldness, zeal, and singleness of purpose, in
vindication of thecreatUl'e.humbling but God-glorifying doctrines of
grace!
Methinks I already fOl'see you. testifying with a holy fervour and intense
.earnestness, against all and everything that concedes to the creature what
,belongs wholly and solely to the Lord!
In proof of to what such 'false teaching as that I have quoted leads,
the Christian· for June 15th contains the second portion of an address
by Mrs. BOOTH, the wife of the so-called .. General." Speaking of a
cel'tain service for chUm'en, in which she believed there were three
hundred at the penitent form, she says, "I thought the Lord Jesus must
b.e literally laughing with joy over this scene," If this be not blasphemy,
I lmow not what is.
At a recent meeting, the speaker-a most popular preacher-is reported
as. "pointing out simply and earnestly. how a man might trust the
SavioUl' by taking Him at His word, and begged any not doing so to
begin tha.t night. He said it was a matter of the will-a man may will
to be saved, or be lost; but at the time the Holy Spi1'it was so working in
their midst that he .felt sure it was fal' easie1' to accept sal'l:ation' than to
refuse."
. . .
, Now here, dear brother, is a specimen of the sayings and doings of
the day in which we: live. What say 'you to them? I believe your soul
will rise in righteous indignation against all such unscriptural, God.
dishonouring, flesh-pleasing stat'ements.
l <With respect to the subtleties and ~he sophistries of, the age in which
we live, I don't think I can do better than quote the remarks made
U1 a sermon to which my attention has been called since I posted my
letter. Mr. SPURGEON states, in his sermon, preached so recently as
&unday, May 7th, under the title of "Healed or Deluded? Which 1"
• .).......

t

...

-,

~I

-'

1

The Gospel Magazz·ne.

283

I(from Jer. viii. 11" and Jer. xvii. 14), "We are perilously likely to rest
satisfied with a slight healing, and by this means to miss the great and'
«omplete salvation which comes from God, alone. I wish [he says] to
flpeak in deep earnestness to everyone here present upon this subject,
for I have felt the power of it in my own soul. To deliver this message
I have made a desperate effort, quitting my sick-bed without due permit,
moved by a restless pining to warn you against the counterfeits of the
day."
Ab! that's the word-" the counterfeits of the day!" Depend upon it,
dear brother, these" counterfeits" are manifold, as' w'ell as most captivating and destructive. It needs, in very deed, that spiritual discernment which cometh down from above to detect the tinsel and the
1l.imsy-the subtle and unreal-in which all such, counterfeits are presented,
Mr. SPURGEON goes on to say:, "False prophets abounded in Jeremiah's day, and they, may be met
with still. I could indicate where they are, but I 'advise you not to go
.after them. They are to be found in several places of worship in
London, but you had better leave them alone. There is a flatterer in
yOID' own bosom, namely, proud self. Another flatterer often crOAses your
path, and is eager to destroy YOID' soul-I mean Satan. H by any
possibilty you ca.n be beguiled to put up with something which looks
like healing, but which is not, you shall have all the art and ,craft of
hell to help you in it. H it be possible, the very elect shall be thus
deceived. Instead of faith, they shall have presumption; for regeneration
they shall have reformation; for holiness, morality; for purity, cen·
soriousness; for zeal, fanaticism; for grace, fancy; and for Christ and
His: cross, human works and their merit. Many who profess to love
you will aid in the deceit, and puff you up with the idea of being what
you are not."
,
"My dear hearers" (Mr. SPURGEON adds), "let me warn you with all
the energy I possess against ever being satisfied ,with any of the slight
healings that are cried up nowadays, because they, will all end in
disappointment, as SID'e as you are living men."
How much called for are these warnings and admonitions at the
present juncture, when the exciting and the sensational are the order
,of the day! The great adversary has, with the utmost craftiness;
adapted himself to the spirit of the age. In the most wily and insidious
way he hali spread ,his nets and laid his snares and entrapments, By
-these means, under the garb of l'eligion, he is catching unwary souls.
The result of these things is terrible to contemp1::Lte.
May the Lord, of His great mercy, speak to us, dear brother, as He
.aid to Daniel of old, "Go thou thy way till the end be; for thou shalt
rest, and stand in thy lot at 'the end of the days."
[Since the foregoing was written, there has been the much-talked-of
assembling of the" Salvation Army" at the Alexandra Palace, when the
boasted "march past" before "the General" and the varied members
of his family took place. Was that scene, we ask, the arrangement
of a truly-humbled, grace-taught soul P However they might have been
1l.sed of God, in this or that particular, would any such, under a becoming sense of what they were in themselves, and to what perpetuallY'
liable, dare arrogate to themselves a position for the exacting of human
deference and praise, such as the recent display at the Alexandra
Palace P Moreover, we tremble for the ultimate effects and consequences
of the all-night and other meetings of this BQ-called "Salvation Army."
And, as to creature boast' and vain fleshly confidence, it is awful to
.contemplate. One of the most popular men of the day; in the gl'eat
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temperance movement, declared to a friend of ours, some short "time
since, "that the Lord had made greater use of him than" of any other
man in England!" We say such a statement was awful, and betrays
the self-confident spirit so rife in these days. "0 my soul, come not
thou into their secret; unto their assembly, mine honour,. be not thou
united."]
THE EDITOR.
RESPONSES.

To

OUR DEAR l!'RIEND

"S. A. C."

YOUR letter was most acceptable. It came (as such epistles generally
do) at the right time, proving that the Lord knows when and where
to send. You say, dear friend:You say, in the February Number, in yom' "Helps by the Way," "We
contend that the Lord knows when to visit, and how to sustain-aye, and
cheer and comfort too." It is true, as I lmve proved over and over again.
I was weak and ill, confined entirely to my room. As soon as I was
settled in bed, my first thought was the dear Magazine. On op~ning,
the first thing that caught my eye was, "Come Soon," and then your
kind words. It broke me down entirely, for so many reasons, and one
was, that I knew I was so much harder and colder than when that was
written, and not so easily melted at God's Word. So many complain
of the same thing as they get older, and I have mourned over it sincerely;
but that night was a melting time, and helped me to cry mightily to
the Lord, and help, came-" Her sins, which are many, are forgiven"; and,
.. Lo, I have loved you with an everlasting love"; and many other sweet
passages. I was exercised for many days, but I was comforted.
So entirely is the experience expressed by our dear correspondent
our own, that we rarely turn to read anything written in the past,
without deep reproach. We seem invariably to feel such a falling
away---'-such a lack of the spirituality and the fervour and the zeal of
past times and byegone seasons; so that we mentally exclaim, " Would
that it were with me as in days that are past." Ah! how often we
say" Where is the blessedness I knew
When first I saw the Lord?
Where is the soul-reviving view
Of Jesus and His word?"
You say, dear sister:I often, as you say, feel ashamed to think that, after so many years'
goodness, one does not long to be gone, as I used; and I do often feel
myself saying, "Oh, spare me a little, that I may recover my strength,"
as you do.
Indeed, we do feel ashamed at realizing what we do. In speaking
to a dear Christian friend, the other day, of the departure of a
brother in the Lord, he said, "Don't you envy him ~ " We were
compelled," in honesty, to acknowledge that we so recoiled from
the thoughts of the article of death, that we did not envy him.
We felt grieved at heart whilst stating the fact. And (strange
as it will doubtless to most of our readers appear), in spite of
the" Lord's so recent and gracious dealings, in regard to the last hours
of our dear departed brother, it seems to us that we have been the
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'Subject of a s~ill· more intense shrip.king from the ordeal of dyin.g
than even before. So far from cheering and encouraging and fear-assuaging, it has been otherwise. So that we have been compelled to cry
mightily to the Lord to appear on our behalf. Ah! how earnestly
.and ardently has that plea been presented at the mercy-seat,
"0 Lord, I am oppressed; undertake for me." So thoroughly helpless and hopeless in. ourselves have we felt, that we have been thrown
back upon that Scripture, as our only relief, "The Lonl knoweth how to
deliver the godly O'l~t of temptations." We felt it to be our only hopeour only resource. It must be the Lord-and the Lord alone-who
-ilould minister to our relief. Retiring to our bed, upon the past
night, with the prospect of our dear brother's remains being conveyed
to their last resting-place this fonmoon, we were deeply exercised in
the way we have stated. But the Lord, in His great mercy, was
pleased to favour us with a most remarkable dream. We dreamt
that a sorely-afflicted and deeply-tried one called upon 'us; but his
whole bearing and demeanour were such as to bespeak the very
·deepest sense of the sustaining, upholding, delivering hand of God
upon him. His spirit was 80 animated and his whole soul so
imbued with a sense of His marvellous mercy and superabounding
kindness, compassion, and faithfulness, that we awoke from the
dream under the then-and-there present realization of the same
distinguishing love and divine all-sufficiency. It was a most remark.
'3.ble dream, and, under God, served wondrously to divert us from
the such dead state of heart under which we had been labouring.
In reference, dear sister, to those former "longings to be gone," to
which you allude, we are persuaded that, did we feel them now as we
used to do, we should be most unwilling to tarry the Lord's pleasure, and
be anxious-not to say contented-to remain, in order to be engaged, in
some small measure and humble degree, for and in His service. Well do
we remember the spirit that took possession of us, after the Lord, in or
about the year 1846, applied that precious Scripture to our heart, "The
harvest truly is plenteous, and the labourers are few; .pray ye therefore
the Lord of the harvest, that He would send forth labourers into the
harvest." From that hour, not only was the previous longing to be
taken home subdued, but an intense desire and a most ardent wish to
be detained in and for the Lord's work took its place; nor has it been
removed to this very present hour. Hence we have hope that, when the .
time of our departure is near at hand, we shall feel otherwise than we
do-namely, an earnest, ardent, intensely anxious and longing wish to
·'depart and be with Christ, which is far better." We repeat that, in
spite of our lamentable clinging and cleaving to the creature and
-creature things, as, alas! we do, still there is, at the same time, a consciousness (shall we say, an honest consciousness~) that we. do wish to be
about our dear Lord and Master's business. We tell Him, from time to
time, that His service was the .happiest in which we were ever engaged;
that all the pleasures and ..pursuits of earth never reached the standard
()f peace, satisfaction, and enjoyment, which the ministry of the Word
afforded. We tell the Lord, moreover, that the heaviest trial He ever
lllid upon us, and the keenest. surrender to which we were ever called,·
was that of ceasing to minister in His great and glorious cause. More·:
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over, but for creature ties and flesh-and~blood associations, an invitation
again to minister in His great and ever-adorable Name would be perfectly
irresistible on our part, let the more immediate consequences be whatthey may. If we died in the attempt, a great, a gracious, a glorious,
termination would it be. Unrivalled in the extreme! "Absent from
the body, present with the Lord!" One moment, speaking of Him, the
next, to Him! Oh, that-that-of all positions would be blessed and
privileged, indeed.'
,
You say, dear sisterIt was kind of you to say, you knew me Once. Do you think the bond of.
Christian friendship is really broken? I do not; and, though we may not
lIleet again in this world, I believe I shall see you again, however unworthy
I may be.
Indeed, we do nol. think the bond of Christian friendship is ever
really broken. What we meant by stating that we knew you once was,
that it was so many years since we had met. We are both so very
differently situated now to what we once were; yet the remembrance of
the past is grateful and refreshing.
It is, indeed, such a comfort to
realize the great fact that no storm hath hurled us out of our place;
that amid life's many changes He changeth not; that" Having loved His
own which are in the world, He loved them unto the end" ; and that
He will never lose sight of His one great and glorious purpose, "Father,
I will that those also whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I
a.m, that they may behold My glory, which Tholl hast given Me, for
Thou lovedst Me before the foundation of the world."
THE EDITOR.

'-

THE SERVICE OF SUFFERING; OR, UPWARDS OF FORTYSIX YEARS UPON A SICK-BED.
IN turning to the letter to which our correspondent has referred, dated
August, 1891, we find that the writer (Mr. RAMSEY) says: "I have
been laid upon a 'bed of languishing' for forty-five years; but (blessed
be God!) they have been years of continued mercy, and I would not
have anything other than it is; and, when the end shall come, it will
more than compensate for all the trials by the way, for one look of
Jesus will banish all thought of the road we had to travel."
When this dear aged and so protracted sufferer speaks of the past
AS being "years of continued mercy," we are reminded of the late Mr.
SNOW, whom we met one day near the Mansion House, London.'
Speaking of the past, which had indeed been attended with sore trial,
as far as he was concerned, he said, by way of comment, "It has been
,a life of mm'cy !" We were greatly' struck with the remark, and from
that day to the present have felt its power and significancy.
The tone of the annexed letter, the perfect resignation to the Divine
will, acknowledgment of infinite wisdom, and the anticipation of the
joy at sight of Jesus, the great, the gracions, the all-glorious Sustainer,'
Defender, and Deliverer, may well impress gainsayers with the feeling
of what -the Lord can accomplish and with what feelings instil, in
,spite of the weakness and waywardness-the sins and shortcomings-
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,of poor fallen, bankrupt, and insolvent human nature. Counteracting
grace can be brought to bear, as well as adoring love and admiring
reverence and delight, in the face of the most abject circumstances, in
,a merely human point of view. Of this the subjoined letter give!!
unmistakeable evidence. Hence we rejoice in it, as a practical rebuke to
the spirit so rife in the times in which our lot is cast. We exult in
these proofs and evidences of Divine goodness, and. rich, free, and
sovereign grace, as contrasted with the scepticism, infidelity, and boasted
knowledge and advanced attainments and intelligence of the age. The
whole vanishes as a mist or vapour, when confronted with such ~
testimony of the Lord's witnesses, as expressed in the annexed:Hamwell, December 26th, 1892.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-Enclosed is the copy of a letter written by
one over eighty years of age, and who has been lying for forty-five
years on a water-bed. Th~re was, in the October Number of 1891
of our dearly-loved GOSPEL MAGAZINE, a letter from him, when you
then notified his advanced age and long affliction. The letter I have
copied was in reply to one I wrote, telling him of the serious ilmess of
my brother (his niece's husband). I had often heard of Mr. KEMS~Y'S
long affliction, but had never seen him, still knew he was one of the
Lord's loved though sorely chastened ones; and it seemed to me the
letter was so full of Gospel comfort, so God-glorifying in testifying to
the upholding and sustaining power of His grace, that it ought to be
the property of the larger circle of the family who read the Magazine,
not the small section of the family to whom it was sent. If you also
think it worthy of a place in the Magazine, please insert. Of course, I
wish to leave it entirely to you; but there is now so much flesh pleasing
-so much that" disgusts and appals," as the dear" 'Wayside Notes"
Writer says-that it is quite refreshing to read the testimony of a longtried saint to the power of the Word, when sealed home to the heart
by the Holy Spiri.t.
.
Although expressing the deep sympathy we felt in the loss of your
beloved. son may seem long delayed, it was not less experienced, and
it hM been a source of strength and comfort to us to know that you
have been kept so submissive to the dear Master's will in the matter.
May you be still greatly helped, and enabled also to quietly submit
to His will in the cessation of pulpit ministrations. You are still
speaking, through the Maga.zine, to thousands, and you have the happy
pri.vilege of l;:nowing your words prOVll a blessing. That the Lord may
still help and bless you, is the sincere desire of
Your,s in a precious Christ,
E. L. TAYLOR.
Twickenham, November 15th, 1892.
MISS TAYLOR, and fellow-heir of eternal life,-Grace. and
peace be with thee. You will, I trust, excuse the long delay in r!Jplyipg to your. kind letter; and I think you' will forgive me, when I
tell you that I have been suffering from the return of one of my
~e'yere vomitting attacks, which so prostrate ~e that I am fit for
nothing.
.
~Y DEAR

The Gospel M agaMne.
: Even now I .feel hardly able to hold pen .and paper, but I have.thought that perhaps any longer silence might be construed into a·
'want of sympatllly; but this I feel would be very unjust, for I do most
keenly realize all the anxiety you have to bear; but the mercy is,
-that you are able to know and see that all our cares and sorrows are
within the covenant of grace, "ordered in ALL THINGS and sure"; and,
blessed be. God, we are confident nothing can touch us outside the
covenant.
This thought may, perhaps, bring comfort to the heart of my dear
'niece, should it please our Father to take from her the desire of her
heaFt; but I have proved that the wisdom that ordains the trial will
give w,ith it all needed grace to comfort, strengthen, and uphold, so
as' to enable us to say, "Thy will be done." Oh, it is blessed when
we can say that from the heart ; but it is only as the Spirit reTeals
Christ to our souls that we can say with TOPLADY" Sweet to lie passive in His hands,
And know no will but His." *
It is comforting to know that your dear brother being among the
,called, chosen, and faithful, it will not be death to him, should Jesus have
made His claim, " Father, I will that they also whom Thou hast given
Me be w.ith Me where I am, that they may behold My glory."No,
not death, but an entrance into endless life, so great that "it has
'not entered into the heart of man to conceive."
I - think the Psalmist's language will just now suit our poor Pollie'and, indeed, us al1-" Be ,merciful unto me, 0 God, be merciful unt(}
me: for my soul trusteth in Thee: yea, in the shadow of Thy wingswill I make my refuge, until these calamities be overpast." And you
can, I am sure, say with me, that during our pilgrimage journey, we
·have ever found it to be true that, "God is our refuge and strength,
a very' present help in' trouble." Oh that He may enable us to show forth
in our lives all the precious truths contained in that forty-sixth
Psalm.
.
I thank you very muck for all your kindly words of sympathy under
my long-continued trial, but I have proved the truth of the Word
spoken home to my heart when first laid by, "My grace is sufficient
for thee."
Give our united love to Pollie,' and to the sufferer, if conscious; and
believe in the true sympathy of your' brother in Christ Jesus,
W. RAMSEY.
TILL the heart is circumcised, we have no spiritual life. This
spii'itlial circumcision is regeneration-a new spiritual title whereby we
begin to live to.God. Thus we are made meet for the service of God,
for' communion with Him, and for the inheritance of the saints in
light. But this life which brings meetness for glory is not our title
to it. Ohrist alone is our justifying Righteousness.-John Berridge.

*' The reader will probably remember these (slightly changed) as the last audible
words of our dear brother, when he passed away, this very day five weeks.-EDIIOR,
Thursday, March 23.
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