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Who comforteth us iu all our tribulatiou, that we may be able to comfort them whioh are ill any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforter! of God:'-2 COR. i. 4.

THE JOYFUL SOUND,
.. Ble.ssed is the people tlzat knO'lv the Joyful sound: they shall walk,
o L01'd, in the light of Thy countenanae."-PsALM lxxxix. 15.

HE who made man's mouth, to show forth His glorious praises,
also "planted" the ear to hear the words of Divine love, wisdom,
and truth. "The hearing ear, and the seeing eye, the LORD
hath made even both of them" (Prov. xx. 12). It is the gracious
office of the HOLY SPIRIT to open the Ohurch's ear of faith to
hearken to the voice of her BELOVED, and to rejoice thereat with
joy unspeakable. It is the fervent cry of the heart of every true
believer in JESUS, "The companions hearken to Thy voice: cause
me to hear it" (Song. viii. 13). Happy, thrice happy, are the
people who "know" the joyful sound! When once that" voice
which wakes the dead" has been heard by a quickened einner,
he knows no mu ic like it. Amid the Babel sounds of earth he
instinctively discerns the voice of Him who is the Resurrection
and the Life. The sheep of GOD'S right hand know not the voice
of strangers. The charmer of this world holds no spell over the
mind of the SPIRIT in the child of GOD.
Beloved in OHRIST, you can countersign these statements, for
you have proved their truth and vir ae. You can echo the strain
of one of the LORD'S sweetest songsters-now in the glory;"MASTER, speak!
Thy servant
heareth,
Longing for Thy gracious Word,
Longing for Thy voice that
cheereth;
MASTER, let it now be heard.
I am listening, LORD, for thee;
What hast Thou to say to me ?"
"MASTER, speak! I kneel before
Thee,
Listening,longing, waiting still ;
Oh, how long shall I implore Thee

This petition to fulfil!
Hast Thou not one word for
me?
Must my prayer unanswered
be ?
"Speak to me by name, 0 MASTER,
Let me know it is for me:
Speak, that I may follow faster,
With a step more firm and free,
Where the Shepherd leads the
flock,
In the shadow of the rock! "
o
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The ;'Word of' the, ,LORD has-always' been !' precious" to the
people of the LORD. ,And- it eVi3r ..has been part of the Divine
counsel to possess such a people~an Israel- to whom the true
Manna is 'their daily bread, their neoessary food. The new man
lives solely on' CHRIST, the II!carnate Word.
't':

"Give m~ CHRIST, or'else I die,"

'is:'the sum total of vital Christian experience. The fulness and'
freeness of a Covenant salvation in CHRIST are marrow and
fatness to the souls of GOD'S elect ones. They nauseate all other
food, for -to' feed upon the l'eligious substitutes and inventions,
of man -would, to them, be to feed on ashes and to follow the
actings of a "deceived heart. GOD has given them ability to
discriminate between clean provender and poisoned pastures.
"The ear trieth words, as the mouth tasteth meat" (Job xxxiv. 3).
T,he sound of the dulcet -,notes of the Gospel trumpet finds a
'ready respdnse, in the inimost being of the spiritual man. Such
He" knows" the joyful
an one' is of "'quick understanding."
sound, as 'ancient Israel did the sweet tones 'of those two silver
cornets of which we read' in the' tenth' chapter of the Book of
'Numbers; "Arid the LOR)) spake unto Moses, saying, Make thee
'two' trumpets of silver." Those two divinely ordained clarions
ate' dch in spiritual teaching and holy suggestiveness, for us, dear
brethren•. Let us,' then; give' prayerful heed to their. testimony,
for, 'as a: learned old Puritan-JOHN TRAPp-once observed of thein,
they signify" tlie voice of the Law and the Gospel." They appear
to 'represent the counsel of GOD, founded on redemption, proclaimed ,in the Old and New Testaments. We may note::'1. These two typical trumpets were ordained by Israel's God.
"The LORD spake." They had their origin, not in the mind of
MOses, but 'in Gon's own' mind. They were designed to be used
by the priests, in behalf of the people. Their notes were full of
significance. They gave "a,' distinction in the sounds" (1 Cor.
xiv. 7). They symbolized the proclamation of the Word of God.
Hence, the true prophets in Israel were afterwards bidden to
lift up their voices, in testimony, "like a trumpet" (Isaiah Iviii. 1).
2. These instruments of music were of use only when inspired
by the living breath cif the priests. They were not stringed
instruments, like some, or, like others, requiring to be struck in
order to their giving forth a sound. They must be breathed into.
Arid so the written Word of GOD needs to be heralded by the
living voice of the SPIRIT in the preacher, if it is to be music
to 'the souls of GOD'S dear children.
3. These divinely appointed instruments must be "of silver,"
and also "of a whole piece" of silver. They seem to have been'
made of the silver" atonement money." As an accurate writer
has pointed out, "It is true, that all the silver paid in half
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shekels, as ransom money, was used in forining the hundred
sockets, and hooks, and capitals of the court· pillars [of the
tabernacle]. But there was an additional numbering, recorded' in
Numbers iii. 40-51, in which the firstborn of males of Israel were
nUIhbered. For these the Leviteswere substituted. But' the
number of the Levites was less than the firstborn of the tribes.
GOD accordingly directed that these firstborn Israelites should be
redeemed at the price of five shekels a-head, after the shekel oftht>
sanctuary :-the shekel is twenty gerahs. Here, then, was another
source from which silver was derived for the use of Aaron and
his sons, in' the service of GoD." Thus -redemption, by substitution"
played an important part in the production of the silver instruments. And is it not true, beloved brethren, that the great
atonement-work of CHRIST forms the essential characteristic in the
ordinance of the preaching of the Gospel of our salvation?
4. The number of the silver trumpets was limited to tu·o.
"Make thee two trumpets." The Law and the Gospel together
complete the counsel of GOD. Man may not add to, nor may he
take away a jot or tittle from, the Revelation which the TRIUNE
JEHOVAH has made of Himself. The Old and New Testaments
are so mysteriously united that they cannot be put asunder witho,ut
violence being done to the integrity and harmony of the thou~hts
of the heart of GOD. The trumpets were counterparts of each other.
They probably produced identical notes, or, if not, their notes
were in perfect harmony. So the voices of the Law and, the
Gospel blend in the sweetest unison and in most heavenly harmony
when they both proclaim CHRIST to be "All, and in all." T}leHOLY SPIRIT, from Genesis to Revelation, has maintained but
one theme, namely, salvation through the blood of the LAMB.
Visions, dreams, prophecies, types, and antitypes alike exhibit the
Person, Offices, and Work of Emmanuel. 'rhe Testaments, Old
and New, utter the same glorious news-and in every age their
message has been one,-" Whosoever believeth on Him shall not
be ashamed" (Isaiah xxviii. 16; Rom. x. 11; 1 Peter ii. 6)..
5. Then, those two silver trumpets had very·-i/eflnite usel5
assigned them in Israel, These use-s were four:(a) For purposes of assembly. "And when they shall blow
with them, all the assembly shall assemble themselves to thee at
the door of the tabernacle of the congregation" (Num. x. 5).
The clear, unwavering, certain sound of the two silter cornets
drew the Tedeemed tribes-great and small-to the habitation of
J EHOVAH'S seat, and bade them reverently approach His holy
presence. The proclamation of the glad tidings of salvatioii,'as
the fruit of JEHOVAH'S everlasting love, will always draw the
scattered children of GOD unto His footstool. "I, if I be 1ift13d
up from the earth, will draw all unto Me." . Those who have
tasted that the LonD is gracious delight to draw nigh unto His.
'b i"'"
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ileat, Bnd to sit low at His feet that they may grow in an
.apprehensiou of His favour, and enter more deeply into the
secret of His covenant.
({3) For the depm-ture nf the camp. "They shall blow an alarm
for their jqurneys " (Num. x. 6). 80 the Word, faithfully preached,
whether it be found in the Old Testament or the New, is a
bidding of the pilgrim people of GOD, to "go forward," for
.this wilderness is no place of rest for the ransomed of the LORD.
Brethren, arise!
Let us go hence!
Defiled, polluted thus,
'This is no home for us;
Till earth is purified
We may not here abide.

We were not born for earth;
The city of our birth,
The batter paradise,
Is far above the skies.
Upward, then, let us soar,
Cleaving to dust no more'

-Then, we notice" an alarm" was to be blown when the tribes
-Were bidden -to set out on their march. True, no enemy might
'be visible, but it was well that the people should be reminded
that foes and perils awaited them. Ah, well it is, beloved, that
'we, too, should be kept wary and watchful lest the world and sin
beset our goings and snare our feet. The trumpet call is "an
alarm" which commands us, "Be sober, be >?-gilau ; because your
adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, goeth about, seeking whom
·he may devour" (1 Peter v. 8). Every step we take, the voice of
the Word exhorts m, "Watch and pray, lest ye fall into tempta-iion; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak."
Oh, brethren, let us keep ever before our minds the pilgrim
-character of our calling. Ours is a moving tent. Here we have
no continuing city. Like Jacob of old when he went forth, we
need be satisfied just to carry a staff in our hands. The less we
be weighted with the cares and affairs of this life the better
-speed shall we make towards "Jerusalem which is above."
The voice of the Word-the voice of the holy trumpet is,
« Arise! Depart!"
The cloudy, fiery pillar goes before us, and
the ANGEL of JEHOVAH'S presence indwells it continually. To
follow JESUS humbly, obediently, patiently, believingly-this is
·our appointed, happy lot.
-(-l') But another use to which the two silver trumpets were
'put to was to call IS1'ael to conflict. "And if ye go to war in your
land against the enemy that oppresseth you, then ye shall blow
·an alarm with the trumpets; and ye shall be remembered before
-the LORD your GOD, and ye shall be saved from your enemies"
'(Num. x. 9). This is very instructive. War is the Ohristian's profession, from his youth up. "Biessed be the LORD my strength,
which teacheth my hands to war, and my fingers to fight" (Psalm
cxliv. 1). The Scriptures of the Old and New Testament are both
.designed to instruct the soldiers of OHRIST in the profession of
<spiritual arms. A Leader and Oommander of the people has been
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appointed by the FATHER, in His beloved SON. . JESUS is theCaptain of the LORD'S host. A perfect armour has been provided
for His followers. Their garments are "double" (Prov. xxxi. 21,.
margin). Outwardly," the whole armour of GOD" is clothed upon
them, and, inwardly, they are vested with royal apparel, as it is·
written: "And the armies which were in heaven followed Him
upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean" (Rev.
xix. 14). The conflict to which the living- people of GOD are al1
of them called is one of terrible reality. The forces allied against
the new man are the world, the flesh, and the devil, and all these
are found" in the land" of our fallen human nature. The ·believer's.·
chief spiritual conflicts are waged u;ithin himself-" If ye go to war
in your land." The war is rather defensive than aggressive. Sin.
is an invader. GOD made man" uprig-ht" at the first, " sin entered'
in." Hence, the Word of the grace o( GOD commands us to" resist
the devil," to "overcome the world," to "mortify" the flesh, and to" deny" ourselves. Many, mighty, and malignant are tha adversaries of our souls. Oh, what a fountain of evil is the human heart r
Out of it 'Proceed troops of spiritual adversaries-by day and by
night. "Thou makest darkness and it is night, whflrein an the
beasts of the forest do creep forth" (Psalm civ. :20). They creep forth,
in black bands, and hedge us in on every side. They mock us,.
terrorise over us, and pursue us with relentless threats. We need
the cheering notes of the sanctuary trumpets to assure us that
we are "1'emembered before the LORD," and that we "shall be-saved from our enemies," This is the victory that overcometb,
even faith in the Oovenant promises of our GOD. Oh, brethren,
beloved, let us hold on. Let us continually hearken to the silvery
notes of "the more sure Word." Let u~, in GOD'S sufficiency, facethe worst of our foes. "The shield, the sword, and the battle ,.,
are the LORD'S. We, too, are His. Let us lift high the head,
"safe in salvation's helmel" The fierceness of our life-struggle·
with sin will shortly terminate,
"And then, oh, how plea.sant the conqueror'd song!"

(0) But there was a four h use assigned the typical trumpets_.
They were to be employed in oelebrating the gladness of Israel, iTh
connection with the sacrifices of the altar. "Also in the day of
your gladness, and in your solemn days, and in the beginnings.
of your months, ye shall blow with the trumpets over yourburnt offerings, and over the sacrifices of your peace offerings;
that they may be to you for a memorial before your GOD: I am
the LORD your GOD (Num. x. 10). Yes, the once-offered, ~nd
once-far-all accepted, sacrifice of the LAMB of GOD, for the sins·
of the Church of the Firstborn, is the spring of the gladness
and bliss of the redeemed. The testimony of both the Old and·
New Testaments is one in the assertion that the forgiveness of'
J)
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sins ~ isiiinpossible~witho:u.t the shed~ing ofbloolt But a believing
view.of CHRIST crucified, as the Substitute of guilty sinners, brings·
jny ~ and gladness ·into· fhe contrite heart, satisfiE;ls the' exercised
conscience, and speaks :peace--pel,'fect peace-'-unto the so,~l. .Sweet
are the notes of Divine grace, :which proclaim that our peace has
b6en made, Once for all, with the strict justice of GOD - that
there is now no condemnation to them that are "in" CHRIST
J Esus,-and that we have been" made the righteousness of GOD"
in. Him who died and rose again. It is over the slain LAMB
that the trumpets publish our salvation. The atonement is the
sole foundation of our acceptance with the HOLY ONE. Ob,
brethren! "Let us keep the feast." It is indeed a day of
gladness-this day of Gospel tidings. The Scriptures of' truth
urge argument after argument to stimulate in us a spirit of
joy'. and gratitude. Instead of the doctrine of the cleansing
blood becoming-as some now-a· days are teaching-effete and
antiquated, it remains upon the sacred pages of both Testaments
their ~lory and their majesty. "Blessed is the people who know
he joyful sound." If we would increase in that joy of the LORD
,
ich is our strength, let us remember it can only come to us
rough the appointed channel of the Written Word. Satan can,
and does, counterfeit that joy in the hearts of some, by leading
them to man, and to the religious theories of man, to the great
dishonour of the. HOLY SPIRIT and the derogation of' the
Scriptures.
Be it ours, therefore, to rely simply and implicitly on the
testimony of the GOD-appointed trumpets of silver, and to find
in "the old, old story" of the blood of OHRIST the fulness and
sufficiency of our gladness.
"" I am the LORD your GOD." That, surely, is enougb. We
shall not want, brethren, on pilgrimage, in a dying hour, or on
the resurrection mOrD. J EHOVAH is our GOD- our sworn GOD,
our faithful GOD, our Covenant-performing GOD. Our inheritance
ill CHRIST is an assured one-" Tbey shall walk, () LORD, in the
light of Thy countenance." The KIKG'S presence shall be the
abiding-place of His Church. The Queen shall si at her LORD'S
right, hand on His eternal throne. What rapture does this
truth beget within our souls! Ob, the 1'eality of seeing and
communing face to face with Him who loved us when we were
dead; in sins, and ransomed us by His precious blood from the
wrath to come! For ever and ever we shall walk in the light
of His .adorahle presence. Hark i-for soon the voice of H the
archangel and the trump of GOD ': shall fall on the ear of Hi~
waiting Church i telling them that the year of His redeemed
has come, and that the glory of the LORD has risen upon them.
"Blessed is the people who know the joyful sound."
THE EDITOR.
,
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"Who giveth s~ngsin the night.'.'-!J~n.xxxv. 10.:
1,' ,,_.
greater part of earth's songs are learnt "by ear" j' but Zion's
songs can be apprehended by the heart only. "Making melody in
your heart to the Lord" (Eph. Y. 19). The songs of Zion are the fruit
of deep and va ied spiritual experience-a £act, beloved in Ohrist,
which you feelingly endorse.
The God of our salvation will have a worshipping people round
about Him. Song is one of the distingLlishing elements of heavenly
worship. The white-robed multitude serve their God day and night
in the language of adoring praise. A'" new song" is continually
theirs. The themes of their praises are inexhaustible, for Jesus, the
Lamb, is infinitely worthy, and His perfections and merits can never
be fully told. When, of old, God ordained the great Festivals I at
Jerusalem, under the Law, He provided suitable Psalms for the tribes
10 sing when they went up to keep the feasts.
Those inspired
-compositions were called" Psalms of Degrees," or, of" Ascents." And,
as many of the Israelites journeyed from distant places, their pilgr~mage
was varied by night experiences as well as by those attaching to the [day. _
C'<uitable songs w~re therefore appointed them for their times of
darkness. Thus, as an instance, "My soul waiteth for the Lord more
than they that watch for the morning; I say, more than they that"
watch for the morning" (Psalm cxxx. 6-" A ong of Degrees "). And
it is very instructive to observe how largely the fifteen Degree, or
Pilgrim, Psalms refer to conflict, persecution, captivity, tears, distress,
the contempt of the proud, and the snare of the fowlers. Yet, over
against all these we meet with expressions abounding in consolationpassages celebrating deliverance, victory, and salvation. Audthus,'
beloved, it is still true. Our God stili "stayeth His rough wind in
the day of the east wind" (Isaiah xxvii. ). The cup He has appointed
us is one whose ingredients are mingled in accordance with His unerring
wisdom, fatherly love, and tender compassion. There are no "dregs"
allotted to the Ohurch of God. They are the portion of His enemies,
and of the foes of His people.
Ob, how good it is to "know I, that,
He is "God "-and" our own God!" How blessed it is to learn the,
sweet songs of Zion at His mouth! Let us briefly meditate on this
subject, and may the anointing of the Holy One so enlighten the eyes
of our understanding that we may discover fresh beauties in the ways
of our God with His dear children.
1. And, first, we may note that it is in the book of a.fflicted Job that
we meet with the te.stimony, "Who giveth songs in the night." The
house of mourning, rather than the house of feasting, has probably
furnished the saints with Bongs, and with their more vitally experi.
mental songs. Faith is. at its, best in the night, when nature fails to
see, and has, perforce,. ,to' own its failure. It is a characteristic of
spiritual eyesight t~at it partakes. somewhat of the Div.ine, and we
know that to the Lord the darkness and the light are both alike. It
is the province of faith to penetrate the gloomiest atmosphere, and to '
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gaze on Him "who is invisible." Faith delights to overcome. Faith
is a militant grace. She thrives best among the clods. The oppositions of nature and sense serve to quicken her energies. The blackest
hour of the night of trial often calls forth a song of childlike trust
from her lips. It was literally. as well as spiritually, "at midnight"
that the imprisoned servants of Christ at Philippi brake forth into song.
"We expect a bright to-morrow,
All will be well;
Faith can sing throu~h days of sorrow,
All, all is well!
On our Father's love relying,
Jesus every need supplying,
Both in living and in dying,
All must be well!"

It was on the night of His gloomy experience in Gethsemane that
Jesus proposed the singing of a Psalm in the u!'per room at Jerusalem.
And many an earth-cave has resounded with the notes of holy song
when the persecuten sheep of Christ's flock gathered therein for refuge
from their foes. Thus, then, "spiritual songs" are compatible with
circumstances of sin, affliction, and distress.
2. Spiritual Songs-that is, the matter and occasion of them-are of
God's own giving. Christ Himself is the Leader of the Church's songs,
for it is He who speaks in that Scripture, c'In the mid t of the
Church will I sing praise unto Thee" (Psalm xxii. 22; Heb. ii. 12).
The occasions of song are many. Thus Divine deliveranc~, as when
Israel came out of the depths of the Red Sea, and their enemies
perished. Then J ehovah put a new song into the mouths of His
servants Moses and the redeemed host: "Thffi sang Moses and the
children of Israel this song unto the Lord. ann spake, saying, I will
sing unto the Lord, for He hath triumphed gloriously: the horse and
his rider hath He thrown into the sea" (Exodus xv. 1). A praiseful,
thankful frame of heart is the secret of God-given song. It is when
the Spirit graciously inspires our minds with a true anrl lively
apprehension of the love and favour of our Covenant-performing God
that we call upon all that is within us to bless His holy Name. A
remembrance of the years of His ~'ight hand enlarges our hearts, and
fills our mouths with strains exultant and grateful. 'When, after a
night of weeping, joy comes in the morning, the soul finds herself in
sweetest tune, and with alacrity takes up her harp and her psalm.
David confessed that his ability to sing depended on the favour-visits of
"The Lord will command His lovingkindness in the dayhis God.
time; and in the night His song shall be with me" (Psalm xlii. 8).
Oh, dear brethren, let us seek to follow in these sanctified footsteps
of the flock, and learn, as our fathers before us did, that every
tcceptable song must come from above, from the Father of lights.
The whole of the one hundl'ed and fifty Psalms were framed on high,
.md then were communicated to holy penmen on earth as circumstance
and occasion demanded. Thus, too, it is with our humble praises and
thanksgivings, they come to us from the same Divine source. We
cannot command them. It il! not in our power to beget iu the soul
a rapture or an inspiration, and to make the cup of sorrow a cup of
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gladness. There are'times when it would be mockery to call upon us,
II Sing us one of the songs of ZioD."
The crosses of God's peopl~
are very real, very burdensome, very painful. Only gri\ce can turn
them into song. Flesh and blood in a child of God are as really
flesh and blood as they are in the children of this world. WhenJesus said, so compassionately "the flesh is weak," He was alluding
to the flesh as it existed in His poor disciples.
"He knoweth that
we are dust." And because He kno;vs, "He giveth more grace."
3. And, then, how full of consolation is the fact that the night-song&
of Zion w'e preliminary to the triumphant songs of resurrection. " The
night is far spent, the day is at hand."
The ransomed of the Lord
are predestined to come to Zion "with songs." They are to passthrough the wilderness, yea, "through fire and through water," with
"the high praises of God in their mouth."
811ch honour have aH
His saints. Each new song of praise we find in our hearts towards
God is an earnest of our joy in the day of the Lord. At present we
are passing through the valley of Baca. But that valley leads out
into" a wealthy place." Meanwhile the pools of the valley are filled
for our refreshing. Living waters are appointed for our service.
"Spring up, 0 well; sing ye unto it" (Num. xxi. 17). And our
well is not like that of old, which, while it was a wondrous well, for
it was "the princes" and "the nobles of the people" who digged it,
" with their staves," yet was but a figure of the well of eternal salvation.
The soug of the well is ours all along the valley. Our chequered
daily experiences supply us with matter for frequent song. Praise
becometh God's house for ever. Night songs, and d;\y sungs may well
occupy us, beloved friends, for all things are being worked together
for our good, and a shout or final vict0ry over the world, the flesh, and:
the devil awaits us. Oh, what an outburst of melody and harmony
will that be when the assembled myriads of glorified spirits shall
surround the uplifted throne of Immanuel, to magnify the wonders of
His love, the freeness of His grace, the efficacy of His power, and the
faithfulness of His dealings! Do Rot our hearts leap for joy even
now, while we contemplate the magnificence of that coming event ~
Those lines, penned by the beloved WILLU-M PENNEFATHER, surely
express our experience:"Yon shining shore is nearer,
" iunBst our tears and conflicts,
The saints in robes of light,
We almost can discern
The radiant Throne before us,
With harps and golden vials,
'The lamps' that ever burn,Are almost within sight!
Hark! at the mighty anthem
The Father's dazzling glory,That rolls across the sea,
The Lamb whose blood was
, We give Thee praise, and glory,
The living, Kingly Jesus, [shed,Eternal Trinity!'
Who once for us was dead!
" , A little while' they've left us,
To tread the desert sand,
But Jesus is beside us,
We march at His command;
.And soon our dusty raiment
We'll lay for aye aside,
And with our Saviour'a likeness
We shall be glorified!

" We come to-day to worship,
We bring our gifts to Thee,
Our hearts, our gold, our praises,
'rhou blessed Trinity!
Alas! too long our idols
Have hid Thee from our sight;
Help us to cast them from ns,
And henceforth 'walk in ligh~!'"

-I
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inspir3itiGn -of·the :resJIrrection' song will- be ·Qur·:/irst. sight of ,J'eBu8
Himself.f'II ..A:s our: beloved' frieiid arid' .brother Dr. DOUDNE;Y. ontic'
wrQt~ : ',8 Oh, .that first glimpse! I.had almost said that the idea,as a
iIll:a~tel' of; COllrse, leads one back to the first faith-view of Ohrist, when
fJ;(\Im'ra livjng sight ,of ,a ,once-erucifiedbuk now risen and exalted,
R.edee~er, .the siJJ,~charged heart burst'-forth with Gospel liberty, and
sang:in gratefql strains','
".Now freed from' sin, 1 walk at large,
This Breaker's blood my soul's discharge;
At His dear feet, ashamed I lay,
A sinner saved, and homage pay?"
But I cannot here close the quotation from the late dear Editor's
"Hea1't Sighs." He proceeded: "And though years and years have
Tolled away since then, yet has that glorious sight never, never been
forgotten. Its savour still is present. And thenceforward was there a
special interest in the Apostle's language, (Whom having not seen
[with the bodily eyes], ye lov~; in whom, though now ye see Him not,
Jilt, believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory;
receiving [in Oovenant pledge and promise] the end of your faith, even
the [full, final, and everlasting] salvation of your souls.' If, then, a
faith· view were so marvellous as to give instantaneously a release from
a~ agonjzing weight of sin, and guilt, and .wretchedness inconceivable
-if".moreover, the heavenly sweetness of that revelation were so
precious and so powerful as never to have been forgotten j what will
that face-to-face discovery be, when, 'delivered from the burden of the
flesb,' we shall see our Jesus as He is in .His unclouded glory! Oh,
that rapturous reality! Not a vision merely-not some reverie, in
which ever and anon it may be faith's peculiar privilege to indulge;
but 'a holy, heavenly, altogether supernatural realization! The King in
His beauty indeed! The Lamb, slain from the foundation of the world!
A smiling, loving Lord! The Man of Sorrows once, but no w the
.Prince of Peace, seated on His throne, high and lifted up, His glory
filling the heavenly temple! "
Ah, yes, dear man of God! he has proved the fulness of the truth
of those recorded contemplations of his, and it is ours to follow on in
his Ohristian footsteps, and to drink into the same bles,ed hope. Let
us, beloved brethren, often-very often-dwell with holy joy on the
forthcoming scene of our adorable Lord's return. Our night songs are
growing fewer, for the day is at hand. Soon we shall lay aside the
staff of the pilgrim for the harp of the celestial choir, and the broken
.strains we now sing in the house of our wanderings hall be merged
into the anthems of the N ew Jerusalem. The blood that bought us and
purged us; is pledged to pI eserve us unto that day of days.
"Then teach us, Lord, to worship
Help us to feel our union
With loving hearts to-day,
With all who know Thy name,
_~nd whilst we siilg Thy prdises,
And glory in Jehovah,
,
~ ;And learn in faith to pray,
Unchangeably the same! "
CLIFTON.

THE Word of God humbles the sinner, and comforts the humble
soul.-Romaine.
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" iW1wn' He. 'fJive.th quietrwss, who, then can make trouble?" --J oB xxxi Vr., 2'9.( ,.;

;,

IN our subject of Fea1' nots last montli 1- dealt with Gola's spdken;r
word, Fear not, in times when unbelief is ready to cry out, "An these
things are against me;" His Fear' not for the comin'g test of faith; and
His Fear not of felt poverty. Now we come to the Fear not of experi- .
enced aloneness. What a handful His people seem to be in the
earth [ How rare it is to meet with those jewels which are to sparkle
in Immanuel's crown! True, we live in a religious age, and an outward
fvrm of Ohristianity seems to be the respectable cloak to cover a
lllultitude of sins. Yet the Lord accounts His own as the fewest of
an people, and in the words of comfort bids them, "Fear not, little
flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom."
Fear not, then, dear solitary one. You will one day cease to mourn
your ·lonely lot, and as your company have that glorious, countless
throng, a multitude which no man can number; and remember, meanwhile, that Jesus, presencing Himself with each one of His dear hidden''.
ones, as He does not unto the world, is a Host in Himself.
"How can I bereaved be,
Since I cannot ,part from thee?"
"Thus saith the Lord that created thee, 0 Ja.cob, aud He that formed
thee, 0 Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemei tlwe, I have called thee
by thy name: thou art Mine. . . . Since thou wast precious in My sight,
tlwu hast been honourable, and I have loved t1we; therefore will I
give men for thee, and people for thy life. Fear not: fot I am with
thee."
Again, there is God's commanded" Fear 7Wt" of required courage.
it must have been a sora trial of faith to Jacob when, after such
Mahanaim, Bethe); and Peniel blesEings, he had to go down into Egypt,
and to sojourn for a time amongst a strange people. The believer will be
kept in continual' exercise, and ofLtimes lied; yet, ere he journeys forth
at his God's command, he is fortified by J ehovah's word, which" spake
unto Israel in the visions of the nigh, aud said, Jacob, Jacob. And
he said, Here am I. And He said, I am God, the God of thy father: ,
fear not to go down into Egypt; for I will there make of thee a great
nation; I will go down with tlwe into Egypt," Ah! there is all the
difference between choosing our own way, and being sent therein. In
the one case we suffer the sad consequences of going alone, and without
felt Divine approval; whilst if God send His servant hither or thither,
it is a sure indication of His Presence going wit!! His servant, and consequently a safe and prosperous journey. "And I will surely bring thee·
Fear not, then, dear child of God. Is thy present case
up again."
one of urgent and anxious emergency 1 Are you placed' in some
hedged-up, difficult position, or are you sent forward int", the enemy's
domains 1 Remember the promise spoken to the aged patriarch, who
had proved his covenant God through a long life, and never found
Him to fail, "Fear not to go down into Egypt," for since thy God ha~
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sent thee, He also will go with thee, accomplish His work in and by
thee there, and bring thee up thence afterward,
And there is His "Fear not" in the warfare, which must surely be
encountered during our wilderness journey. That is a daily experience,
an hourly fighting with the world, the flesh, and the devil. " Fightings
without and foes within" keep the Ohristian in warm combat, and
serve to preserve his armour from tarnishing. Yet ofttimes, weary and
spent in the battle, he needs such soothing words as those penned by
the inspired Prophet from God Himself, "Fear thou not; for I am
with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen
thee; yea, I will keep thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right
hand of My righteousness :" and thus we go forward strong unto battle,
and are brought out thence "more than cOliqueror through Him that
hath loved us," Haye you looked, for a sigIl, beloved, and been led,
like Mary, unto whom one of these blessed Fearr. nots was spoken
(Luke i. 30), to expect some miracle of grace 1 Do you question His
ability to carry ,out His promise 1 Is His arm shortened ~ or are you
expecting a glorious fulfilment of His spoken W ord ~ yea, wrestling
Jacob.like, nor letting Him depart, until He have done unto you
according to His promise ~ Faith keeps her eye upon that promise, and
upon God and His oath.
As the late dear FRANCIS OOVELL used to say, "Lard, make us so
to compass Thee about with Thy promise in such a way that Thou
mayest not be able to get out of it." That is what we want-more
of that blessed faith-honouring importunity that will not let Him go
except He bless us. Pray on, believe still, and rest in the spoken
promise of thy God. He cannot deny Himself. Remember, in seasons
of darkness, doubt, and unbelief, that all the change is in yourself,
and not in Him, whose sublime methods are bringing about the ends
of His unchanging and unerring counsel. As one of our American
poets has written"Our .midnight is Thy smile withdrawn;
Our noontide is Thy gracious dawn;
Our rainbow arch Thy mercy's sign;
All, save the clouds of sin, are Thine."
But, to be brief in summing up, we come to His spoken, "Fear
not" in the valley of the shadow of death. How many have had th.e
fear of death all their lives, and yet if we have not their spoken testimony (although in a great many cases, I thank God, we have), if
failing strength forbids the words being heard, or unconsciousness
cloud the earthly and mental powers, yet are we not assured, as
onlookers, of that promised peace and unfailing support at that
momentous hour ~ If in life "never I saw the righteous forsaken,"
how much more, when of all times in the eartbly house of this their
pilgrimage, they need Him most, in the solemn hour of death! If we
were not sure of this, how could nature bear up against the pang of
parting ~ When the glorious mandate has gone forth, and Heaven's
anticipations set afire with the welcominO' in of another ransomed heir
of glory, Jesus trusts the convoy to n;ne other than Himself. He
descends to possess that precious soul, and whispering, "When thou
passest through the valley, I am with thee," carries His redeemed
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spirit with Him right royally to glory. "For so an entrance shall be
administered unto you abundantly [that is, with acclamation] into
the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Sa.viour, Jesus Christ."
A case of recent date comes to mind whilst I pen these words. A dear
harassed child of God, subject to many doubts and fears, and all his
lifetime subject to the dread of the article of death, a week or so
after his seventy-seventh birthday unexpectedly passed away in his sleep.
His devoted daughter found it even so, when, not hearing him moving,
she went into his room one morning; and she wrote me of the sweet
peace and unruffi~d calm resting upon his countenance in that last
long sleep. Cuuld it be otherwise, beloved, than an index to the
truth, that none other than Jesus Himself, royally true to His
promist', had Himself been with that aged saint, as he stepped into
Jordan's icy waters-had Himself borne him up from sinking with
His everlasting arms, and conveyed him safely over, and laid the
precious redeemed body (the casket containing the jewel) to sleep by
His own hand 1
The sequel of this particular case touched and melted me with
gratitude and praise. to my Lord for having, in a remarkably pointed
way, given mt', according to His good word and purpose, the smile
of favour in which I had been led to beg a share. For more than
twelve montbs the arlicle wbich appeared in a previous number of
this Magazine, entitled, "In a moment," was laid asid!', with a feeling
this if! not for use yet. It was to appear "hen t,be Lord had need of it,
and therefore other subjects were dealt with and forwarded, until a
day came when our beloved Editor begged in haste for a MS., and
as it was late in the month, this particular one was brought out
from its hidden corner and dispatched in haste, with the earnest
pleading, as the Lord had seemed to withhold it for a time, so now
would He be pleased to use it for Hi own glory 1 Arriving at the
above-mentioned house of mourning, when the Lord had so timed it,
with the sudden passing into eternal glory of her dear father, the
bereaved daughter writes, '" In a Moment' was EO comforting, and I
felt that every word was written for me." This, with four other
unsought-for testimonies of that particular piece, showing distinctly

that what is 01 tbe LOTa. Re will use to Ris own glory, bids his

I.,

unworthy servant again to go on, fearing not that in His 'own way
·of blessing He will accomplish the purpose whereunto He has sent it;
for whatever is His own word He will honour. Let us remember
that we are only the clay in the hands of the Heavenly Potter, and
that as He deigns to use us and accomplish His purpose in and by
us, it is but the more to set forth "the excellency of the power of
May the Lord give us
God," of Him alone, and "not of us."
many sweet supporting promises with His precept, "Fear not," with
.the sign accompanying the promise, "When He giveth quietness,
who then can make trouble ~" Therefore" Rest in the Lord, and wait
,patiently for Him: fret not thyself because of him who prospereth
in his way, because of the man who bringeth wicked devices to pass.
Cease from anger, and forsake wrath: fret not thyself in any wise
io do evil. For evildoers shall be cut off: but those that wait upon
the Lord, they shall inherit the earth."
R.

, TlzcGospelMagazine.
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xlvi.-Oontinuetl from· page 142,)

WE must' not overlook here an important omission in the Meat Offering
from the' directions about its ingredients given in Leviticus ii. There
is no mention of frankincense, all of which was to be burnt upon the
altar, while the priest took only his handful of the fine flour and the
oil thereof, and the Temnant .became the portion of Aaron and his sons.
There is great significancp, therefore, in the frankincense being left out
in this .chapter. The sweet fragra.nce of the voluntary sacrifice was
typicaUy seen of old, 'going up to God for a sweet savour; but when the
Antitype had fulfilled every minute injunCtion of the law, and" offered
up Himself," all the frankincense went up with Him into heaven; and the
veil is graciously drawn aside that we may have a glimpse of this fact, in
Revelation viii. 3, where the angel of the CJvenant, with :1 golden censer
and'much incense, offers it with the prayers of all saints upon the golden
altar, which' was before the throne; and the smoke of the incense, with
the prayers of the saints, ascended up before God out of the angel's
hand. Just in accordance with this, we find in Luke j. 9, 10, the
whole multitude of the people were praying without, while Zacharias,
executing the 'priest's order, was 'burning incense within the temple.
As we are enabled to realize that we belong to the royal priesthood
of our Prince, and partake of the meat offering, feeding upon Him as
fine flour, tue bread of life, the vary daily sustenance of Qur souls, and
taste the sweetness of the oil upon it" the unction of the Spirit, we a~e
permitted to inhale some of the fragrance of His meritorious sacrifice;
for" Thy name is as ointment"poured forth," and thus we have fellowship with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ, by the Spirit, and
with each other; by grace '~all made partakers of that one bread."
. "Now, when the Prince shall prepare a voluntary burnt'offering, or peace
'offerings voluntarily unto the Lord, one shall then open him the gate
that looketh toward the east." The burnt offering was directed to be
always offered" of his own voluntary will," and entirely consumed upon
the altar, a sweet savour unto the Lord. We are at no loss as to the
time when the Prince shall prepare this oblation, for we have the answer
as to jJ1'eparation, and an object lesson on the word voluntary, taught us
in Psalm xl., which the Divine Spirit'l by the Apostle, applies to the LfJrd
'Jesus in Hebrews x. "Sacrifice and offering Thou didst not desire: mine
ears hast Thou opened" (margin, "digged, or pierced, for me ") ; in reference to Exodus xxi. 2,6. The Hebrew servant who, after seven years'
service, might go out free; but the wife, given him by his master, and
the children should remain his property still, and not go out with the
servant, "he shall go out by himself. If the servant shall plainly say,
I love my master, my wife, and my children; I will not go out free:
then his master shall bring him to the judges; he shall also bring him to
the door, or to the door post; and his master shall bore his ear with
an aul; and he shall sene him for ever." So when the Prince of Life
says, "Mine ears lust Thou digged" (renderod in Hebre vs x. 5, "It body
hast thou prepared Me"), we are taught that blessed truth, that love to
His Father in the eternal Covenant made Him willingly become a bond
servant, a slave (Phil. ii. 7). "Behold My Servant, whom I uphold; mine
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Elect, in'whom mY' soul de]ightethl~i(Isa-iah Xlii: I}. ,·~M~:righte.ous
'Servant shaH justifymany-" (Isaiah liii. 11). He too]{'upori,Himthe form
of a ·servarit; whose love for His wife brought Him under,'bo!i:uageand
,the curse for her,as Adam"with his wife: whose, 10veJor~ His',childlren,
"All that the Father giveth Me " (John vi. 37); "Thineth~yJ~erll,
a~d Thou gavest them Me" (John xvii, 6); "Behold I and :t,he c):rild~en
w:hich-God 'hath given Me" (Heb, ii. 13); for their sakes hec.amea
voluntary burnt offering; C, a body hast thou prepared Me," il'huniin: bo~y,
in whi;:h to serve and to suffer, and also to espouse a wife, and have
children, so that .. His name shall be continued [margin, "have issull "]'as
long as the sun" (Psalm lxxii. 17); a spiritual seed callellafter His
name to all posterity (Christ-ian), begotten by the Word'of Truth;' borb
again, not of corruptible, but of incorruptible seed. "Then said· T,! J;.o,
I come: in the volume of the book it is written of Me; I 'delight/to 'do
Thy will, 0 My God: yea, Thy law is within My heart. 1I > Here:' is the
perfect Servant, the voluntary, freewill sacrifice to God for a sweet smeiling
savour (Eph. v. 2). ' The line of argument in Hebrews x.,'where'this
Psalm is applied to Christ, is forcible in proof of the entire abolj.tiqn 'of
material sacrifices, God having no delight in them" which are, .offeredl;>y
the law," but in the freewill offering of His Beloved Son, "in whoIJl ~ am
well pleased." The inferiority of the Levitical priests, 'Yhowere· p.ot
suffered to continue by reason 9f death, and the greatness of "this Man,
because He continueth for ever, hath' an unchangeable ;pries~hood" (0,£
Melchisedec order); "He taketh away the first, that. He may establi~h ~he
second. By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of ,the
body of Jesus Christ once for all." In st'riking contrast to thous'atrdS" 6f
bulls and goats that can never take away ins. "But this MaD.i'[thi~
Prince of the royal house of J udah, of which tribe no man gave attendance
at the altar], after he had offered one sacriJ1,C!J for sins for ever; sltt' down
at the right hand of God. . . . For by one offering He hath perfected for
ever them that are sanctified."
When the' Prince offered His voluntary burnt offering the word 'was
fulfilled, "One shall'then open Him the gate that looketh towards the
east." Thought is carried to the barring of that gate, So He drove
out the man, and placed at the east of the garden of Eden, Cherubims
and a flaming sword, which' turned every way to keep the way of the,
tree of life" (Gen. iiL 24); and, in connection with it, the word of the Lord
by the Prophet Zechariah (chap. xiii. 7), "Awake, 0 sword, against My
Shepherd, and against the Man that is Iy Fellow, saith the I.,ord of
hosts: smite the Shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered,"; which
our Lord applies to Himself in that solemn night Of His' d~sertion
(Matt. xxvi. 31); and His words to the dying thief, "Verily I say
unto thee, To-day shalt, thou be with Me in Paradise "(Luke xxiii;,' 43),
confirm the teaching as to the gate by which he alone could enter,
and so "by a new and living way which He hath consecrated £or' us "
"open the kingdom of heaven to all believers." The sword of which
the Prophet speaks had slumbered for ages; it awoke against the Godman, the Prince of life; for "it pleased J ehovah to bruise Him; He
hath put Him to grief," and "made His soul an offering for sin." No
other could enter that eastward gate, for no sinner could encounter
Cherubims and a sword of flame that turned every way, "lest he put
i
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forth his hand and take of the tree of life, and eat and live for ever'J
in a fallen and unredeemed state.. Now we see why this gate is for
the Prince and Him only; and a thrill of adoring wonder, love, and
praise follows the teaching. The voluntary character of His burnt
offering comes out distinctly when He willingly met the sword of
Divine wrath due to sinners, as we listen to His words, "Therefore
doth my Father love Me, because I lay down My life, that I might
take it again. No man taketh it from Me, but I lay it down of 111yself [voluntarily]. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to
take it again" (John x. 18, 19) j a power no one else ever possessed!
It is added, " Or peace offerings voluntarily unto the Lord." Here
is· another aspect of our Prince's oblation; they were usually associated, for as the burnt offering was entirely God-ward, the peace
offering was also "to us-ward." Peace proceeds from God the Father
and the Lord J eSUB Ohrist, we are shown in almost every Epistle.
In Revelation i. 4, it is said to be "from Him which is, and wae:, and is
to come; and from the seven Spirits which are before His throne j and
from J ellUS Ohrist" the Faithful Witness, the first begotten of the dead,
the Prince of the kings of the earth," emphatically, "the Prince of
Peace." The peace offering might be either male or female j a blessed
provision for both sexes, since both alike need peace with God by
atonement. It must be without blemish, ~whether from the herd, the
flock, or goats; a clean animal (Levit. xi. 3), or it could not point to
Him as the Blessed Man, whose delight is in the law of the Lord,
and in His law doth He meditate day and night, if it did not chew the
cud, ruminating in the green pasturps of the Word. It must divide
the hoof, or it could not set Him forth as" holy, harml8l;s, undefiled,
aud separate from sinners," walking not in the counsel of the ungodly,
but as a strong bullock, "mighty to savt'.·) He could say, "I have
i1'odrlen the winepress alone, and of the ppople there was wne with
Me;" as a Lamb of the flock,-John the Baptist., "looking upon Jesus
as He walked, said, Behold the Lamb of God," "leaving us an example
that we should follow His steps." "So to walk even as He walked;"
or as a goat, "Behold, He cometh leaping upon the mountains, skipping
upon the hills" (Song ii. 8).
(To be continued.)

THE INFLUENCE OF A GODLY MOTHER.-JOHN NEWTON learned to
pray at his mothel's knees. She was taken to heaven before he was
€ight years old. At sea, in the midst of many dangers, his agonizing
prayer was often, "My mothel's God, the God of mercy, have mercy
on me!" The .prayer was heard, and he became "a burning and a
shining light." Through him THOMAS SCOTI, the commentator, was
led to Ohrist" and WILBERFORCE, the champion of African freedom, and
the author of that Practical View of Christia-nity which brought
LEGH RICHMOND into the ministry of Christ. An encouraging lesson
this to moth.ers to persevere j for nearly twenty years the good seed
lay apparently dead in NEWTON'S heart, but then it sprang up and
bore fruit, sixty, yea, an hundred fold.-fllustrated Gatherings.
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BLESSINGS.

PRESENT BLESf;INGS.

"Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ; tb6'
Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort; who, comforteth, m~ fun
D'
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all our tribulation, that we ma.y b.ejable. to comtort them which are in
any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of
God" (2 001'. i, ,3, 4). ,It is ,unnecessary to dwell 'more on the lovely
~itles given to God ip.. th.is. passage.
We may pass at., once -to the
blessing spoken of, " Who comforteth us in all our tribulation.". This .is
e3sentially a present blessiog,. and is .furthe~ cause for our blessing God.
Let us. be sure that God delights to comfort His peOp}e. .God the
Father is the God Qf all comfor~, God the Sun was and i&·a.Oomforter,
and. God the Holy Spirit is a Cumforter, for Jesus sa,id, when about to
l~ave His dell-!' disciples, "I will pray the Father, andr He shall gi,~e .
you another Oomforter, that He m<ty abide with you for ever" (John
xiv.". 16)." The commission of God to the Prophet Isaiah, and to His
servants now is, "Comfort ye> comfor~ ye my people, saith. y,our God"
(Isaiah xl. 1). Let us be sure that our discomfort, our discontent with
the present, our anxiety as to the future, our doubts and fears as to
time Of eternity, have their origin in self and Satan, not i~ ""the God,
-of all comfort."· We need not be surprised at trial, sorrow, bllreavement, and all that goes to make up "tribUlation." Tue "Faithful
Witness." has told us beforehlj,nq-" in the world ye shall have
tribulation," but He was careful to add, "be of good cheer, I have.
Qvercome the world."
Have we not found the ime.s of our deepest
trial to be the times of our deepe.st comfort ~ Have we not noticed
that it is when we are very low in trial, that we realiz most sweetly
that" underneath are the everlasting arms ~" I can gladly testify that
it has been so with me, and I desira to say from my heart, "Blessed
be G.od!" Let us not refuse to accept and to enjoy the comfort God
gives.
Let us not think it is selfish so to do, for God comforts us
that we may comfort others; and the more we abound in heavenly
comfort, the more shall we abound in thanksgiving to God.
I

FUTURE BLESSINGS.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which
according to His abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively
hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead: to an
inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadet h not away,
reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God
through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time"
(1'- Peter i. 3-5).
The Apostle Peter must have experienced a
wonderful reviving of hope when J [e became convinced that his Lord
and Master was risen from the dead. And all believel'B obtain "a
living' hope" directly they get a spiritual under tanding of it. It
as.sures them tbat the atoning Walk of Christ is finished-that God
is satisfied wit} t-tbat as surely as tbe first-fruit is ri.sen, all who
belong to Him 'ty faith will also be raised. They know that if
Obristhas died for them, and is risen and glorified, they also shall
be raised and be with Eim for ever. The eternal inheritance
appears to the eye of faith certain and near. ~ is incorruptible,
undefiled, and it fadeth not away. It is re>erved by our risen
Lord, who, as the Forerunner, is entered i.n for us, and we are
kept by the power of God, through faith, unto a complete salvation,
c,
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the' {ull')'glbrJy, and'j'blessedness ;·ofi:whieh· 'we' kndw but lititle; oC- 'now,
but, 'shaill~')k[f(jw "and' e:xip'enience to our"unspeakilble1'oy;' when ~it ilil
'~'1'eveal~d ill·the last 'time."
.'
i'"
- "
'2
~ Shall '\Vlf-not say, in.'the view of these -past,' pres-ent,- 'and future
blessings, '), j'Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord :Jestls Christ,"
who has:so freely, so richly, so abundantly, and'so'eternally blessed'us ~ "
.' rBristol.. ~ i . ' . • " .
'
H. WELCHMAN.
z'
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THE LOVELINESS OF OHRIST.
HIS EYES.
"He is a!together .lovely."-SOLOMON'S·SONG v. 16.
"' His eyes are as the eyes of doves by the 1'iveTS' of waters, washed with
milk, and fltly set."-VERSE 12.
THE Ohurch in setting forth the glories of her Lord's Perso~ especially
-celebrates, the loveliness of His eyes. He had looked upon her, she
had felt the melting power of His glance j therefore she had looked
unto Him, had seen the beauty of His eyes, and describes them in
marvellously poetical and rapturous language-CC His eyes are as th~
eyes of doves by the rivers of waters, wa,shed with milk, and fitly
set."
1. The Lord's Eyes. These are the eyes of Jehovab-Jesus. Power
"over all flesh" is committed to Him, and "His eyes behold, His
eyelids try, the children of men" (Psalm xi. 4). He sees all things, the
eyes of the Lord" run to and fl'o) through the whole earth" (Zech. iv.
I 0) j they penetrate everywhere, for His eyes are cc in every place,
beholding the evil and the good" (Prov. xv. 3). Thns the Lord can
see a thousand ways of escape from difficulties and trials for His dear
people, where they can see none, and always chooses the best. It is
this which gives point and preciousness to the promise; "I will guide
thee with Mine eye" (Pdalm xxxij. 8). With tender, unceasing care
He' incessantly watches over His Bride, and she finds "favour in His
eyes" (Song viii. I 0) j even when most vile in her own, and most
despicable iu the eyes of meo.
The eyes of Jesus are as "a flame of fire" (Rev. i. 14), piercing and
-consuming. His look makes sin manifest, burns it' up, aud melts the
heart into repentance. The case of fallen Peter, when the Lord looked
upon him, is a striking example of the power of the eye of Jesus.
2. The Comparison. "His eyes are as the eyes of doves." Truly, a
illD3t forcible metaphor! We may observe that the use of the simile
Df the dove denote, Ohrist's onene.ss wi h the Ohurch, because she likewise is compared to a dove in chapter ii. 14. A dove is the only fit
mate for a dove. Ohrist is the Dove here. It was a dove that brought
tidings of salvation and rescue to Noah; and the eye of Jesus has
brought the tidings of salvation and of the turning away of wrath to
many besides P",ter, as referred to above. The dove is a type of inno-cence and purity, and therefore aptly represents the guilelessness and
perfection of Him who is "holy, harmless, and nndefiled." A dove
being singularly defenceless, is perpetually exposed to the molestation
of birds of prey, which seek its destruction. So Jesus, when on earth,
l' 2
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was exposed to all the malice of the ungodly (even as His body, the
Church, is now), who are compared to vultures and unclean birds.
Then, a dove will build its nest, and find a secure resting-place foritself and its mate in the clefts of the rock. In like manner the
Lord Jesus made a resting-place for Himself and His Church in the
Covenant of grace, the everlasting love of J ehovah, the eternal purposes..
of the Lord. "He will rest in His love" (Zeph. iii. 17). Where
should the Bride rest but with her Lord 1 Well may she exclaim"
"Our bed [resting-place] is green" (chap. i. 16). His love is always
the same, yet always fresh.
"Here let the weary rest,
Who love the Saviour's name;
Though with no sweet enjoyments blest,
This Covenant stands the same."
The eyes of a dove are noted for vividness, melting tenderness, mildness and pity; all which applies superlatively to the Lord Jesus.
3. The Place indicated: "by the 7'ivers of waters." It is by the'
upspringings and inflowings of grace and love that the eyes of Jesus
shine so sweetly. This is "the river, the streams whereof make glad.
the city of God." Beside these" still waters," the eyes of the Good
Shepherd beam upon his flock with loving, watchful care. In quietness
of mind and seclusion of spirit there is peace. The saint is sometimes
thus favoured, even in the midst of the harassing engagements and
absorbing employments of this life.
Yes! it is by the" rivers of waters" of divine love the Lord 'reveals.
Himself, "and looks, and loves, and smiles." These streams· flowed
forth of old, in everlasting purposes of mercy, and decrees of grace;
they still flow on in rills of heavenly comfort, joy, and peace; a.nd they
will ever continue unfailingly and increasingly to flow from the heart
of Ohrist to His beloved, because" Jesus having loved His own which
were in the world, He loved them unto the end I' (John xiii. 1).
4. The Perfection specified: "washed with milk." " Milk" denotes and,
describes the word. "Washing," of course, implies ,I application."
Therefore the expression, "washed with milk," must signify that the
eyes of Jesus are seen, and that He looks upon us throngh the application of the Word, which exactly corresponds with the universal
experience of "all saints."
Now, milk is a beautiful, simple, and.
emphatic figure of the Word, in many respects, especially because it isa perfect food, adapted to all ages and states, and entirely pure. If
mingled, the mixture is not milk. Think of this! By the pure.
perfect, unadulterated Word Christ is revealed, as this Word is
effectually applied by the Holy Ghost. Mark next5. The Position of His eyes: "JUly set." His eyes are so "set," that
Jesns always sees His people. B;e sees their misery in His absencefrom them, and their mournings after His presence. He sees all their
fears, sorrows, temptations, and enemies. He looks upon His dear ones.
with boundless compassion, ardent desire, and infinite delight. The
Lord sees them at all times, in all places, and ever watches over them
for good.
Batk.
E. O.
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ETERNAL ELEOTION IN OHRIST THE
OF SALVATION.

EFFIOIENT OAUSE

EXTRACTED FROM THE WRITINGS OF JAMES PILKINGTON, B.D., THE
FIR~T PROTESTANT BISHOP OF DURHAIIf~ A.D. 1560.

"' AND why will God save His people 1 For any goodness in them
which had so long forgotten Him 1 or for their good works who
had so long been disobedient l' No; but even because 'I have
chosen thee, saith the Lord' (Haggai ii. 23). This is the first and
chiefest cause why He bestoweth His goodness upon any people; even
because He hath chosen them in Ohrist afore the world was made; and
for this cause he continueth bestowing His blessing to the end upon
them whom He hath once chosen.
"St. Paul, reasoning of this matter, putteth two causes wherefore
God should love, justify, and choose us: either freely of grdce and
mercy, saith hE', or for the goodness of our works. If it should be for
our works, then, saith he, it cannot be of grace; and if it be of free
grace, love, and mercy, then it is not for our works, neither past nor to
come; for then grace should not be grace, saith hE', if it were not thus
freely given (Romans, xi. 4-6). If God should choose us for any
goodness in 08, then He should but do one good turn for another, and
!freely without award do nothing; which is most against His nature, that
·doeth good for evil-yea, and where He seeth no possibility of goodness
{)r reward to be looked for. 'Who hath given Him anything first, and
He shall be recompensed again l' (Romans xi. 35), saith St. Paul; as
though He should say, No, 'I have chosen you, and ye have not chosen
Me' (John xv. 16), said Ohrist to His disciples and apostles. And as
He thus chose them, so He ohooses all which be chosen: and so He will
declare His free grace, love, and mercy, to all which be His, freely, even
because it pleased Him to choose them; and they deserved not to be
chosen of Him, but rather to bfl cast away from Him. When God
promised to deliver His people in like distress by His Prophet, He said,
'For Mine own sake, for Mine own sakE', will I do it' (Isaiah xlviii. 11).
And not only thus in bodily deliverance, but in forgiveness of sins;
He says likewise, 'I, even I, am He that blotteth out thy transgressions
for Mine own sake' (Isaiah xliii. 25). Thus freely God, our heavenly
Father, for the love which He beareth to us in His Son Ohrist, in whom
He had chosen us from the beginning, and for whose sake He continueth
His favour to us-He, I say, bestows all His blessings freely on us, both
in body and soul, in this life and after.
"The will of God is the first cause of doing all good things: and when
He will, all things work and obey Him; and when He will not, they stay
and cease. So because His choosing of us cometh of His free will and
mercy, it is the first and chiefest cause of our salvation.. If He should
be stirred to choose us for our goodness, which He foresees in us, that
is ever imperfect, or for any other cause within u,s or without us, then
He should npt be the First Oause and Mover of all things. But St.
Luke saith, 'In Him we live, and move, and have our being' (Acts
xvii. 28). That which moves another thing is in nature afore that
which is moved; and also it is better, stronger, and wiser j but to say
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.tha4 anything is stronger, and wiser, or better than God, is treason and
'bl~sphemy to His Majesty: therefore His tv'ill is the first caUEe of all
our goodness.
"Thus our good God teaches us, .and comforts His people, that all
things 'shall turn to the best to them'which love Him, be the troubles
never so many and great, that man's wit cannot tell how to escape.
I,et kings and princes fall together by the ears; kill, murder, ahm,
what cruelty they can; get or lose kingdoms; war fight, or what they
can devise; God will save and deliver His people, if it please Him,
out of all their hands. When Pharaoh persecuted the Jews through
the Red Sea, God saved His people, and drowned the Egyptians. ID!
the wilderness, when Sihon and Og, two mighty kiDg~, denied them
victuals and passage, God destroyed them both, and gave their lands to·
His people. After they came to the land of promise, He drove out
seven mighty people, and dealt it to the Jews; and when all the heathen
people which dwelt round about them made war against His people, He
destroyed them all. In Babylon, when they were prisoners, under
Belshazzar, king within the city, and Darius, king of the Medes, with
Cyrus, the king of the Persians, besieging the city round about, that
none should escape; when the city was taken, God did not only deliver
His people from all the cruel hands of these three mighty kings, but
gave them such favour in the sight of Cyrus, that he not only hurt them
not, but set them at liberty, sent them home to their country, gave them
licence to build the temple, restored their jewels which Nebuchadnezzar
took a.way, and gave free licence to e'\ery man to help them with
money as much as they would. Who could have thuught that God's
people should have been now delivered out of the hands of these thre&
heathen kings, being all their enemie~, and might have slain them like
sheep ~ When Haman was gotten licence of the king to destroy the
Jews, and made a gallows for Mordecai, God sent Queen Esther
to save His people, and Haman wa~ hanged on his own gallows.
When Darius was slain by Alexander, and the kingdom brought to
the Grecians, Alexander coming tJ destroy Jerusalem, because they
denied him tribute, God so turned his heart, that he entreated them
well, submitted himself to the high priest, meeting him with the
other priests in their priestly apparel, and confessed their God to be
the true God. When the Romans conquered the Grecians, and the
Jews were under the rule of the Romans, they did not greatly harm
them until they crucified Christ and denied Him to be their God,
saying, 'His blood be on us and on our children!' (Matt. xxvii. 25).
In the cruel persecutions afterwards, the more sorrow that was laid
on God's people, the more they increased.
"Thus, in all ages, God deli"ered His out of all trouble, or else'
taketh them to Himself by some glorious death. In these our days
(1560), whe'n the mightiest princes of the world strive and fight
cruelly who shall be the greatest rather than godliest, God providetl1
always some corner for His to flee into, where they may be safe.
And if they be persecuted from one place, He prepares another to
receive them.' And although persecution was great amongst us, yet
God showed Hims~l£ more glorious, mighty, and merciful" ,in;
strengthening so many; ,!f.l3k ,ones to die for H;m, than in . so<
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ml\rcifully providing for them which were abread; although· both 1;>e
wonderful. What glorious cracks made proud persecutors, tp.at they.
would make God's poor banished people to eat their fingers for
hunger! but they had plenty for all the others' cruelty; God's holy
naIp.e be praisell therefore! What a mercy of God is this,. that
when we deserved to be cast from Him for ever because of our·
wickedness, He now correcteth us gently, and called us to this
honour, that He punished us not so much for our own sins as that·
He called us to the promotion of bearing His cross, witnessing to
the world His truth, and vouchsafe to prove, teach, and confirm
others in this truth by our witness bearing. He called us to the
same honour that He called His own Son Jesus Christ, in suffering
for His name's sake; 'if so be that we suffer with Him, that we
m~y be also glorified together' (Rom. viii. 17), and reign with
HIm."
Reader! this is the truth for which our Protestant forefathers were
persecuted unto death, and this is the truth which in these apostate
days is again despised by a nominally' Prate tant nation; a nation, I
fear, of Bible possessors, bqt not of Bible readers. The doctrine of
free, sovereign, discriminating, indefectible grace, is so rarely
preac:hed from our pulpits in all ·its fulness, that we are constrained
at times. to say, "Oh, that it were with us as in forrn"r times, as in
the days of the Reformation, when martyrs and COIII"osors died at
the stake, rejoicing in and enjoying God's electing love in Christ."
And the reason why these dear servants of the Lord were hated by
the ungodly world around, and so meekly and patiently submittecl
themselves to their persecutoro, was, because they were not of the
world, but chosen out of it. God had chosen them in Christ before
the foundation of the world, "being predestinated according to the.
purpose of Him who worketh all things after the counsel of His own
will" (Eph. i. 4, and 11).
Nor are the preachers and hearers of the doctrines of grace less
hated now. I appeal to your own knowledge; are they not few in
number that preach these doctrines in our own Metropolis 1 And.
when preached, is not the preacher spoken against, and his congregation accused of being poor ~ But, blessed be God, it is so; for .the
Gospel is, a.nd ever has been, only preached to the poor (Matt.
xi. 5); and they receive and rejoice in it, "and the rich He hath
sent empty away" (Luke i. 53). As in times past, our enemies would, if
they could, again vex and destroy us. But our covenant-keeping
God, in the dispensation of His providence, restrains the wrath of
man.
" Surely the wrath of man shall praise Thee: the remainder
of wrath shalt Thou restrain" (Poalm lxxvi. 10). And the children
of God, standing secure in one of the sweetest promises the Eible
contains, joyfully submit to, and acquiesce in, all their heavenly
Father's divine appointments., "We know that all .things [without
exception] work together for good to them that love God, to them
who are the called according to His purpose" (Rom. viii. 28). Neither
can Satan himself, although armed with ,the whole vowel' of hell,
ever destroy one of them; and herein lies their safety, their "life
is . hid with Christ in God" (Col. iii. 2). There /lan remain to
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them., tlwrefore, no condemnation.
Wherefore ~ Jesus is their
,Su.rety, their Substitute; He performed and wrought out for them
& perfect obedience to the law, suffered death on the cross in their
·stead, and fill.ished the work of redemption. It is so perfect a work
'~h3lt nothing can be added to it, or taken from it.
A work which
angels desired to look into, and which the world ever despised and
hated, and. ever will hate. His own arm brought salvation without
the help of man in any way; and they that are made the recipients
of this great salvation, receive it at God's hand as a free bestowment emanating from His eternal love towards them in His dear
Son before the foundation of the world.
Dear reader, may I address you as one of "God's elect 7'" If you
were one of those who despise th,ese truths, I think I may say, you
wou.ld. not have read thus far. Bring them therefore to the test
of Scripture, which is "the only touchstone to examine and try all
doctrine," and I doubt not you will honestly confess that they are
in accordance with it. Here, then, I leave you j I trust in the settled
conviction that all your salvation proceeds from God's free mercy,
irrespective of your works, good or bad.
If, however, you think
:you can do anything, let it be ever so trifling, to illt'rit favour,
-be assured yOIl are under the curse, and the sooner you fly to the
'only refllge for lost, perishing sinners-to J esm, thE Saviour of His
people-the better j for the Bible emphatically declares that salvation
is not 0f works but of grace.

CALVARY.
with me to yonder mountain,
View with awe that sacred scene;
From the Saviour's wounds a foun-

COME

tain.

GU.8hes fodh. with crimson stream:
In the drops of anguish startin£',
Mingling with the dampB of death;

aocks a.nd hillB asunder parting,
With His last expiring breath.
'Gome where yonder people kneeling,
Bowed with wonderment and
.dread;
:Bee the sha.dows dark, revealing
Onriat is numbered with the dead.
It is done; God's great salvation
Flows to us from Jesus' Bide;
He ha.s borne our condemnation,
Justice now is satisfied.

Gaze upon this rushing torrent,
Ye who lightly think of guilt,
May it be to us aQhorrent,
Since for sin His blood was spilt.
See His hands Lransfixed and bleed.
ing,
See His thorn-encircled brow;
'Tis for thee those wounds are pleading,
For the sinner's ransom now.
Still that sacred scene reviewing,
Gaze until the tear· drops start;
May those tears, His feet bedewing,
Melt the hardness of thy heart.
Hallowed spot! try shadows dreary
Caunot driveo',r ileartBfrom thee;
Here is shElter for the weary,
Won?-r0ns, awful Calvary!

Here my Lord Himself revealing,
Stripped me of my sin and pride;
Here I found my life, my healing,
Here would evermore abide.
EDlTH MA.RSH.
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UNION.""
By THE LATE MRS. HOBLYN, OF BATH.

IN the so-termed Apostles' Creed we have a sentence that is exceedingly precious to the living family of God: "I believe in the communion of saints." With the first stirrings of life divine in the
breast of an awakened soul, the love of the brethren and a yearning
for fellowship with them are feelings and affections known only to
the people of God. The prayer of David expresseil the desires of all
such, "Let those that fear Thee turn unto me;" and happy are the
monuments of mercy when their prayers are answered, and they can
say with the Psalmist, "I am a companion of all them that fear
Thee," and so prove the promise true, "God setteth the solitary in
families: He bringeth out those which are bound with chains."
Many are the mistakes made as to who are the people of God,
through hypocrisy on one side, and errors in judgment and want of
discernment on the other side. These disappointmmts severely try
the divine grace of the love of the brethren. In the young of the
:flock a sort of ignorant reverence is felt for those who have been
long in the way, and are esteemed as saints of the Lord; while the
enemy's design is to promote hindrances and difficulties, so as to
damage the first bud of blessing in the soul. But the principle is
heaven.born : "Everyone that loveth is born of God, and knoweth
God; 11 and it is an abiding fact concerning all the Lord's called
people, "Ye are taught of God to love one another." This union
of spirit, this knitting of affection, this oneness of feeling, despite all
outside differences, can never expire under the most untoward circumstances, when it is made manifest that life divine is in the soul. .In
particular instances it may be weakened and lessened, through the
infirmity of the flesh in oneself or in others; but to the whole
family it can never die. Of all heavenly graces, the proof that
"love is of God" perpetually is manifested in the believer, for there
is always a place in the heart for a few with whom there is living
union. In Paul's case Demas forsakes, Alexander does much evil,
and all Asia is ashamed of the Apostle's testimony, yet there are
households and individuals with whom he is in union, "who call on
the Lord out of a pure heart."
The list of saints named in Romans xvi. bears ample testimony of
the Apostle's abiding love to the brethren and the depth of his
spiritual affection: "I myself also am persuaded of you, my brethren,
that ye also are full of goodness." He felt they were "helpers in
Christ;" they were "chosen in the Lord j " they were "approved of
Christ j 11 they "laboured much in the Lord." But· even an apostle
is not without his perils among false brethren: "deceitful workers,"
transforming themselves into an angel of light; and these are the
trials connected with this grace of the Spirit. But, when the false
is discovered, it makes the true all the more valuable; and it is
received as a gift from the Lord when a place is made in the heart
• ":rracts for the Pwple," No. 147. Price one ha.lf.penny (J. C. PEMBREY. Oxford).
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for the reception of It child of God, and preserved there by the unity
of the Spirit III the bonds of truth and peace.
We have notable instances in Scripture .of the blessedness, comfort,
and reality of this grace-the love of the brethren.
"Thou wert a light to bless my way
When other lights were sleeping.'~
.God told Abraham to quit his native land; he was accompanied as far
as Haran by his father, Te'rah, who got no further, and died. But his
godly nephew, Lot, followed Abraham into Canaan (Gen. xii. 5); and,
-after a. time, though they were separated, their union of spirit in the
one true God was never broken (Gen. xiii. 11); for, when trouble befell
Lot, Abraham came to his rescue directly (Gen. xiv. 16). The tender
entreaties of Abraham on behalf of the city where Lot dwelt, when
God declared His purpose of total destruction, shows out strongly his
love for Lot; and we read, "God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot
out of the midst of the overthrow, when He overthrew the cities in
which Lot dwelt." The Lord recognised His own grace in the heart of
Abraham, and took care of "just Lot," who, notwithstanding all that
was reprehensible in him, yet he was a child of God, "a righteous
man, who was vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked"
(2 Peter ii. 7).
Abraham and Lot were one in heart, one in Christ, and, as children
of God, could say, "I believe in the communion of saint~." We have
a faithful picture of this heaven·born grace presented to us in the book
of Ruth. Life and death are set in solemn contrast in the case of the
two sisters. "Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clave unto
her." Naomi said to Ruth, "Thy sister-in-law is gone back unto her
gods; return thou after thy sister.in·law." She was a better divine
than modern Evangelicals, who whine and cry, "Come to Jesus,.come
now. Christ is knocking at your door, and waits for you to open and
let Him in. Salvation is offered to you; take it now, or you may
never have another opportunity." Thus free-willers cajole dead sinners
to believe they can come when they like, or coax them into a spasmodic
profession that, unless grace prevent, will die when they die, and end
like the religion of the foolish virgins, who will say at bst, "Give
us of your oil, for our lamps are gone out."
Naomi's taiLhful words stirred up the living grace in Ruth, and love
and union gushed out towards her who had been the instrument of
blessing to her soul. "Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return
from following afLer thee: for where thou goest, I will go : and where
thou lodgest., I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy
God my God." Here we see a poor idolatrous Gentile under Gospel
power, evangelized by the Holy Ghost, and exhibiting the same token
of grace that issues from the heart of all the living family of God in
all ages, " We know that we have passed from death unto life,
because we love the brethren."
This is His commandment, that we
should believe on the name of His Son J ems Christ, and love one
her.
part fwm-pel'sonal- feelings of union and affection, we have- the
gnition in Scripture of lov.e jn the bulk , so to speak,towllord, the
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peopJe of God. The Jewish nation typified the ca~ed and chose~ r~~lt
of God's' re~e?med family. The dealing~ ~f <toiwi~h Israel in' ~h,eir
laws and rehgIOn marked them as a special. and pecuhar people, boun,<!
together in brotherly fellowship, that separated them from the idvlatrc;>u~
nations of the world. Their continuation to this day-though scatt~red
and peeled, preserving their outward religion; mixed among the na~ions
of the earth, and yet as distinct as fire and water amongst the vario,us
classes in which they are associated-under all oppressive disadvantage!',
present the wonderful type of God's tternal union with His elect.,
redeemed, and called family, passing through a wilderness world from
the Church below to the Church above: "A chosen generation, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people j that ye should show fort4
the praises of Him who hath calltd you out of darkness into His
marvellous light " (1 Peter ii. 9). These are the true Israel of God ~ho
are" born again," Gentiles in the flesh, who once were aliens from the
commonwealth vf Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise,
having no hope, and without God in the world j but now in Christ, being
made nigh by His blood, they belong to the building "fiLly framed
together," "builded fur an habitation of God through the Spirit."
Thus the living family are bound together. It is neither by party,
class, sect, nor association they are united, but by the life of God in
the soul, and the truth of God revealed to the understanding, as summed
up in ancient records thus: "Salvation is of the Lord j" and in Gospel
language, "By grace are ye saved." Hence," Everyone that loveth
Him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of Him." Though
there be no fellowship, no communion face to face till the resurrection
from the dead, yet are the distant one~, unknown in the flesh, but loved
in the Spirit, near and dear to the members of the mystical body, one
in Christ Jesus. Their afflictions call forth the prayers, the sympathy,
and the temporal help, if needed, of those who love them in the Spirit
for the Master's sake.
. ... .
Many Christian graces may be simulated j but" love is of God," anq
co-existent with the love of Christ revealed in the soul of a true-born
child of God, and therefore must be maniff ted in lip and life, heart
and hand. The great cry of the day is for unity-not based upon life
and light, but upon death and darkness. Whatever bits and scraps' of.
truth are held, it is. only a-s an opinion, not as a principle j there is
neither love, truth, nor power with it. The Prophet warns the Church
of God not to waik in the way of the people whose union is only a
confederacy (Isaiah viii. 12); for such unity will prove as ruinous as
in days of old. "All the men of thy confederacy that were at pEace
with thee have deceived thee, and prevailed against thee j they that
eat thy bread have laid a wound under thee." All false unions based
upon externals, colourless opinions, and earthly alliances, are dangerous
associations for the lovers of truth. In Scripture we have several illustrations of love in the bulk, and vital union with' the true people of
God. We see this in the case of Moses, Esther, Daniel, Nehemiah;.
and in apostolic days it shone forth in all the splendour predicted by
the Prophet, "Arise, shine; for thy light is come,' and the glory of
the Lord is risen upon thee," The love of the brethren was put to
this ter.t by our Lord, when He said, "By this. shall all men ~no.w
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that ye are My disciples, if ye have love one to another;" and for the
perpetual manirestation of it in the members of Christ's mystical body
He thus prayed, "That they all may be one; as Thou, Father, art in
Me, and I in Thee j and the glory which Thou gavest Me I have
given them: that they all !\lay be one, even as we are one."
A Christian woman being much condemned in her conscience by the
failure or this grace toward a ru!!ged, ill-tempered neighbour, disclosed
her trouble to a gracious and tender-hearted disciple. He asked her,
did she consider this quarrelsome woman a believer ~ The answer was,
she never doubted it; and this was the reason of her trouble, for she
could not love her. "My rriend," said the old sain., "Glld has nowhere
in His Word told you to love her rubbish, but counsels you to avoid
that wherein she offends. Pray for her, if you can, and let her
alone."
Under particular circumstances, however, thb grace may £ail-it can
never die; and the language of David suits every g03pelized child of
God to the world's end: "0 my soul, thou hast said unto the Lord,
Thou art my Lord: my goodness extendeth not to Thee, but to the
saints that are in the earth, and to the excellent, in whom is all my
delight."
"THE UNSEARCHABLE RICHES OF CHRIST."
CHRIST gives Himself to His dear people, and this is a gift d guts
indeed (John vi. 51-63 j Eph. v. 20). Christ put into the balance w.ill
outweigh all other gifts that He gives to the children of men. ChrIst
is the richest gift. Oh! there are unsearchable riches in Christ! He
i.s the choicest and the rarest gift· He is a gift gi ~en but to few; rich
and rare jewels are not commonly but more rarely given; so is Christ.
" Though Israel be as the sand of the sea, yet a remnant only shall be
saved" (Rom. ix. 27). "Fear not, little flock, it is' your Fath~r's
pleasure to give you the kingdom " (Luke xii. 32). Christ is a drawmg
gift-a gift that draws all other gifts with Him. "If He has given us
His Son. bow shall He not with Him freely give us all things ~,"
(Rom. viii. 32.) When God the Father hath cast this incomparable
jewel into a man's bosom, He cannot deny him anythin'" at all.
Such a soul may well say, Hath He not given me Christ, and will He
not give me a crumb ~ Hath He given me His Son, His greatest mercy,
and will He stand with me for lesser mercies? Surely not. In a
word, Christ is of all gifts the sweetest gift. As the tree (Exod.
xvi. 25) sweetened the bitter water~, so this gift-, the Lord Jesus, of
Whom that tree was a type, sweetens all other gifts that are bestowed
upon the sons of men. He turns every bitter into sweet, and makes
every sweet much more sweet.-BTookes.
JOHN NEWTON.-When past eighty yeara of age, many of JOHN
NEWTON'S friends besought him to relax his labouro. His reply, as
to preaching the Gospel of God'" grace, was, "iVhs.t! shall the old
African blasphemer stop while he can speak ~" The love of Christ
truly constrained him.
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NOTEEl.

THE MINISTRATION OF ANGELS.

" Then the

devilleavetl~

Him, and, behold, angels came and ministered untQo
Him."-MATTHEW iv. 1l.

IT is probably impossible for us t.o underatand how severe was the trial
which our Lord endured when He was tempted by the devil in the
wilderness. For forty days and for forty nights that trial apparently continued, and during that time He seems to have been "in all points"
tempted like as we are, but without sin. If we consider the almost
infinite variety of circumstances in which human nature exists, and under
which it may be assaulted with temptation, we then perhaps may
have some iittle idea of ;the number of those "points," and of thevariety and power of the temptations which the great adversary of
souls then brought to bear upon the Saviour. That adversary probably
knew that he had then an opportunity of displaying his power such
as he would never have again, and that if he gained the victory, it
would spread his fame throughout the universe. We can therefore
imagine that he used every conceivable artifice, and that he exerted
his power to the very uttermost. But what a time of torture it must·
have been! A perfectly holy and heavenly-minded being like our Lord
compelled to remain so long in the company of so hateful a being as
Satan, to have to be perpetually upon the watch both by day and by
night against his machinations, and to have evil thoughts and horrible
suggestions repeatedly whispered into His ears. No wonder that weare told that "He su.tlered being tempted." How delightful, on the
other hand, must the change have been, when the devil left Him, and
when angels "came and ministered to Him." We can imagine that·
it must have been like ascending from hell to heaven. We can fancy
that the ministrations of those holy beings, their tender solicitude for
the Saviour's welfare, and their delight at His victory, must have
been like soothing balm to His troubled spirit; and that after such a
victory as He had then achieved, He must have experienced feelings
of satisfaction and happiness,-both on His own behalf, and on behalf
of His dear people, for whom He engaged in that contest,-of unutterable depth and intensity, feelings such as we should suppose He never
could have experienced, if He had not passed through that terrihle
time of trial, and emerged successfully from it.
May there not be an application of this thought to us and to our
temptations 1 We all know what temptation is, and we have all felt
its power, at least to some extent. The power of temptation depends
upon circumstances, and upon temperament and disposition. A tempta-·
tion which is overwhelmingly strong in the case of one person, may
be of little or no power at all in the case of another person; and a
,temptation which is apparently irresistible at one time, may be easily
rellistible at another time. Temptation also is generally rought to
bear upon us in the form of some advantage to be ob,ained, or
some pleasure to be enjoyed; and the advantage or the pleasure
appear sometimes to be'magnified in the most extraordinary manner.
If by yielding to the temptation we gain the one or the other, we.
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find out in our own expllJ.'hmce how poor is ,the reward of sin, and
how exorbitant is the price which the sinner has to pay for its
paltry re~urn. Its advantage or its pleasure is so weighted by regret
and di~satisfa.ction; by the accusa~io.ns. of con"cience" and by the sense
of' shame or guilt, that whatever it be, it is not worth having. On
the other hand, if by Divine grace we are enabled to resist temptation, and to emerge victoriously from it, the feeling of satisfa.ction,
the joy of victory, the "answer of a good conscieo.ce before God,"
at~ so real and so delightful, that they far outweigh the advantaO'e
ot the pleasure rejected; and we can testify to the truth of the old
Christian writer's words, who said, "There i~ far greater pleasure in
resisting a temptation, than there is in yielding to it." Has not this
been our personal experience, beloved 1 Perhaps it has been so even
inchildllood. Well do I remember, when I was but a little child,
only eight years of age, being taken to F<Jrnc ltt Rectory, in Norfolk,
the horne of my beloved relative, J OH~ DOUDNEY LANE, to spend
a summer with him. Whilst I was there, someone presented me
with a bow and arrows. I was intensely dtllighted with them, and
I at once commenced. to use them. Bn suddtlnl,' I rep.ollected that
when I was at home, my father had forbidden' me to have them,
probably because he thoug~t that. th~y were dangerous. The thought
then occurred to me, "Oh\ but thIS IS another place, and father might
not object to' my having them here." Again I thought, "No, he
r'istinccly forbid them, and, until I get his permis~ion I ought not to
U.ie them," and so, although it cost some effJrt of self-denial, I ran and
put them away, and did not use them again. But can I forget the
impression which that simple act produced upon my mind 1 Never.
A feeling of such holy joy and peace came to me, that it seemed as
if I was repaid a hundred times for that simple act. I recollect the
exact spot where it occurred, and how the things around all seemed
more bright and beautiful than before; also that the chief thought
which seemed to permeate my whole being was this :-" Well, if
such be tlle effect of doing that which is rigllt, and trying to please
God I'll strive to do it and to please Him all the days of my life."
We may take another illustration. In the day!:! when poor boys
were employed as chimney sweeps, a little fellow, working at the
mansion of a lady of title, in descending one of the chimneys, fonnd
himself in a splendidly-furnished apartment, and as he looked around,
he saw upon a table a splendid gold watch. He took it up in his
hand and after gazing at it for a few moments, he said aloud,-for
he thought he was alone,-" How I should like to ha,e this watch!
Well why should I not take it 1 No one can see me, and no one
would knoW'." Then after a pause he said again, " -0, God can see
me and He would know all about it. If I took it I should be a
thi~f and I should be miserable afterwards; and wbat should I do if
I ca~e to die 1" Instantly the poor lad laid down th~ watcb, and
returned to his work. The owner of the mansion was close by,
although he did not see her, and she heard all that he had said.
The next day she sent for him, told him what she had heard, and
said that, as she knew he was to be trusted, she would take him into
her employment. This proved to be a turning-point in his lie and
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he was kn,own long afterwards as a most useful, honourable, and-'earnest- .
minded Christian man. If. we contrast, the small pleasure which that
poor lad would - have had in steaiiD~ and possessing that wat1eh,~
~l>unterbalanced also by the accusatIOns of. his 'conscience, and, 'the'
fear of being found out and punished,-with the great pleasure of
being commended and rewarded for his honesty, and the repeated
pleasure, during a long life, of looking back to his victory over teinpta,tion, and. rejoicing in the realization of God's favour and approval,
surely the one is not to be compared to the other.
Take such a case also as that of Joseph. If he had given way to the
solicitations of his master's wife, he would have experienced something
{)[,the pleasures of sin, and he would have basked for a tim" in his wicked
misttess' favour; but had he not a far better equivalent in the approval
of his conscience, and in the knowledge that the Divine favour was
resting upon himJ And although he was branded as a criminal, and
<:ast into prison, can we not imagine that even its gloomy precincts
were made bright to him ~ And when he was lioerated from that prison,
and raised to the highest position of the land next to Pharaoh, and when
he was made the means of benefiting his father and his brethren, and of
saving countless thousands of lives, might he not well think with
gmtitude of the grace which had enabled him to nsitit temptation, and
might he not weH belitlve that the pleasure of resisting It was incalculably
,greater than the pleasure of giving way to it ~ On that we could
always bear this in view when temptation is presented to us-as it often
is-in some fascinating form, delightful to our fallen nature; and when
the flesh is weak, and when the great adversary of souls perhaps
-transforms himself, as it were, into an apparent angel uf light.
In resistance, also, to temptation, may "e not somel imes experience
something of the ministration of angels ~ There is a beautiful picture
which represen s a little child walking :tlong an extrewt::ly narrow path,
between two frightful precipices; you can look down ,n either side, as it
were, hundreds or thousands of feet, although the exact edges of the
precipices are hidden from view by flowers and grass and shrubs. The
,child walks along with his eyes shut; but behind him walks an angel, with
a watchful and anxious expression of countenance, aud his hands are
placed lightly upon the child's shoulders, hus guiding Ilirn safely along
that dangerous. path. Ah! beloved, how often may this have been the
-case with us. How often may we have walked along some perilous path,
wiLh temporal and eternal ruin threatening us on either side, and we
have, as it were, shut our eyes, and gone on heedleosly ; but He who
,gives His angels charge over His people, and who cOeUtllands them to
bear them up even in their hands-Be who has app ,jnted them to be
ministering spirits for the heirs of salvation, has, ill HId mfioite mercy
.and boundless love, given them charge concerning us, and they have
guided and watched over and preserved us.
And, perhaps, even beyond this, we have experienced something of
iheir happy ministrations. If, by the grace of; Oud, we have resisted
temptation and triumphed over it; when it had addiilled us with
tremendous power, when the enemy has indeed" cJOJe III like a flood,"
.and when it has seemed as if we should certainly b.J completely overwhelmed; help has come in that hour of greatest need, and the Lord
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Jehovah-not we ourselves-has triumphed, and set us free; have we
not, perhaps, experienced something like that sweet experience of the
Saviour when, after the devil had left Him, "angels came and
ministered to Him ~ " Whence otherwise came that sweet sense of
holy joy and peace ~ Whence that uplifting of the heart in deepest
thanksgiving and praise ~ Whence that exulting cry of the humbled
but liberated spirit, "Our soul is escaped like a bird out of the hand
of the fowlers, the snare is broken, and we are escaped 1" May there
not have been some heavenly influences of the Holy Spirit present,
and then, perhaps, some angel whispers of cheer and encouragement and
comfort ~
But if we are mistaken in this our surmise, and if such ministrations
as these are not exactly thus granted to us now, we anticipate that
they will be granted to us-if we need them-by-and-by. When the
battle of life is over, apd the Christian warrior gains the Better Shore,
may we not anticipate that his experience then will be something like
that described in Bunyan's immortal allegory ~ :"Now, upon the bank of the river, on the other side, they saw th&
two Shining Ones again, who there waited for them; wherefore, being
come out of the river, they saluted them, saying, 'We are ministering
spirits, sent forth to minister for those that shall be heirs of salvation.'
Thus they went along towards the gate
Now while they
were thus drawing towards the gate, behold, a company of the heavenly
host came out to meet them; to whom it was said, by the other two
Shining Ones, ' These are the men who have loved our Lord when they
were in the world, and that have left all for His holy name; and He
hath sent us to fetch them, and we have brought them thus far on their
desired journey, that they may go and look their Redeemer in the face
with joy.' Then the heavenly host gave a great shout, saying, 'Blessed
are they that are called to the marriage supper of the L~mb.' There
came out also at this time to meet them several of the King's trumpeters,
clothed in white and shining raiment, who with melodious noises and
loud, made even the heavens to echo with their sound. These trumpeters
saluted Christian and his fellow with ten thousand welcomes from the
world. . . . . Oh, by what tongue or pen can their glorious joy beexpressed! " May that" glorious joy" be ours!
Hastings.
D. A. DOUD~EY.
THE poor believer wants a rich Christ.-Cowell.
SINNERS can do nothing but make wounds that Christ may heal them,
and make debts that He may pay them, and make falls that He may
raise them, and make deaths that He may quicken them, and spin out
and dig hells for themselves that He may ransom them. Now will I
bless the Lord that ever there was such a thing as the free grace of
God, and a free ransom given for sold souls; only, alas! guiltiness
maketh me ashamed to apply to Ohrist, and to think it pride in
me to put out my unclean and withered hand to such a Saviour! But
it is neither shame nor pride for a drowning man to swim to a rock,
nor for a ship-broken soul to run himself ashore upon Ohrist. (Rom.
vii. 14-23; Rev. xxii. 17.)-Samuel Ruthe-Ilord.
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MILTON ON THE GROWTH OF PO?ERY.
(Conduded from page 177.)

shown thus, that Popery, as being idolatrous, is not to be
tolerated either in public or in private, it must be now thought how
to remove it, and hinder the growth therenf,-I mean in our natives,
and not foreigners, privileged by the law of nations. Are we to
punish them by corporeal punishments, or fines in their estates,
upon account of their religion 1 I suppose it stands not with the
clemency of the Gospel more than what appertains to the security
of the state; but first we must remove their idolatry, and all the
furniture thereof, whether idols, or the Mass wherein they adore
their God under bread and wine: for the commandment forbids to
adore, not only "any graven image, but the likeness of any thing
in heaven above, or in the earth beneath, or in the water under the
earth; thou shalt not bow down to them, nor worship them, for I
the Lord thy God am a jealous God," If they say, that by removing
their idols we violate their consciences, we have no warrant to regard
conscience which is not grounded on Scripture' and they themselves
confess, in their late defences, that they holl not their images
necessary to salvation, but only as they are enjoined them by tradition.
Shall we condescend to dispute with them 1 The Scripture is OUI'
only principle in religion j and by that only they will not be judged~
but will add other principles of their own, which, forbidden by the
Word of God, we cannot assent to. And Lin several places of the
Gospel] the common maxim also in logic is, "against them who deny
principles, we are not to dispute." Let them bound their disputations
on the Scripture only, and an ordinary Protestant, well read in th&
Bible, may turn and wind their doctors. They will not go about to
prove their idolatries by the Word of God, but turn to shifts and
evasions, and frivoluus distinctions: idols, they say, are laymen's bo )k8~
and a great means to stir up pious thoughts and devotion in the
learnedest. I say, they are no means of God's appointing, but plainly
the contrary: let them hear the prophets; J er. x. 8: "The stock is a.
doctrine of vanities." Hab. ii 1 : • What profiteth the graven image,
that the maker thereof hath graven it: the molten image and a teacher
of lies?" But they allege in their late answers, that the laws of
Moses, given only to the Jews, concern not us under the Gospel j and
remember not that idolatry is forbidden as expressly: but with these
wiles and fallacies "compassing sea and land, like the Pharisees of
old, to make one proselyte," they lead away privily many simple
and ignorant souls, men and women, "and make them twofold more
the children of hell than themselves" (Matt. xxiii. 15). But the Apostle
hath well warned us, I may say, from such deceivers as these, for
their mystery was then working. "I beseech you, brethren," saith
he, "mark them which cause divisions and offences, contrary to the
doctrine which ye have learned, and avoid them; for they that ale
such, serve not our L1rd Jesus Christ, but their own belly, and by
HAVING
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good words and fair speeches deceive the heart of the simple" (Rom.
xvi. 17, 18).
The next means to hinder the growth of Popery will be, to read
duly and diligently the Holy Scriptures, which, as :::it Paul saith to
Timothy, who had known them from a child, "are. able to make
them wise unto salvation." And to the whole Ohurch of Oolossi:
"Let the Word of Ohrist dwell in you plentifully, with all wisdom"
(001. iii. 16). The Papal anti-christian Ohurch permits not her laity
to read the Bible in their own t'lngue: our Ohurch, on the contrary,
hath proposed it to all men, and to this end translated it into
English, with profitable notes on what is met with obscure, though
what is most necessary to be known be still plainest j that all sorts
and degrees of men, not understanding the original, may read it
in their mother tongue. N either let the countryman, the tradesman,
the lawyer, the physician, the statesman, excuse himself by his much
business from the studious reading thereof. Our Saviour saith, Luke
x. 41, 42;" Thou art careful and troubled about many things, but
one thing is needfuL" If they were asked, they would be loth to set
earthly things, wealth, or honour before the wisdom of salvation.
Yet most men in the course and practice of their lives are found
to do so; and through unwillingness to take the pains of understanding their religion by their own diligent study, would fain be
saved by a deputy. Hence comes implicit faith, ever learning and
never taught, much hearing and small proficience, till want of fundamental knowledge easily turns to superstition or Popery: therefore
the Apostle admonishes, Ephes. iv. 14: "That we henceforth be no
more 0hildren, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind
of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning crafciness whereby
they lie in wait to deceive." Every member of the Ohurch, at least
of any breeding or capacity, so well ought to be grounded in
spiritual knowledge, as, if need be, to examine their teachers themselves.
Acts xvii. 11: "They searched the Scriptures daily, whether those
things were so." Rev. ii. 2: "Thou hast tried them which say they
are apostles, and are not." How should any private Ohristian try his
teachers, unless he be well grounded himself in the rule of Scripture,
by which he is taught 1 As therefore among Papists, their ignorance
in Scripture chiefly upholds Popery, so among Protestant people, the
frequent and serious reading thereof will soonest pull Popery down.
Another means to abate popery, arises from the constant reading
,of Scripture, wherein believers, who agree in the main, are every
where exhorted to mutual forbearance and charity one towards the
other, though dissenting in some opinions. It is written, that the
coat of our S:wiour was without seam j whence some would infer,
that there should be no division in the Church of Ohrist. It should
be so indeed j yet seams in the same cloth neither hurt the garment.,
nor misbecome it j and not only seams, but schisms will be while men
are fallible: but if they who dissent in matters not essential to belief,
while the common adversary is in the field, shall stand jarring aDd
pelting at one another, they will be soon routed and subdued. The
Papist with open mouth makes much advantage of our several opinions j
not that he is able to confute the wor~t of them, but that we by our
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,continual ja.ngle among oUl'ilelves make them worse than they are
indeed. To save ourilelves therefore, and resist the common enemy,
ie 'concerns us mainly to agree within ourselves, that with joint forces
"ve ma,v not only hold our own, but get ground; and why should we
not ~ The Gvspel commands us to tolerate one another, though of
various opinions, and hath promised a good and happy event thereof;
Phi!. iii. 15: "Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus
minded; and if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall
reveal even this unto you." And we are bid, 1 Thess. v. 21: "Prove
all things, hold fast that which is good." St. Paul judged, that not
-only to tolerate, but to examine and prove all things, was no danger
to our holding fast that which is good. How shall we prove all
things which includes all opinions at least founded on Scripture, unless
we not only tolerate them, but patiently h~a'r them, and seriol1sly
i'ead them ~ If he who thinks himself in the truth professes to have
learnt it, not by implicit faith, but by attentive study of the Scriptures,
and full persuasion of heart; with what equity can he reIuse to hear
<>r read him, who demonstrates to have gallled his knowledge by the
same way ~ Is it a fair course tJ assert truth, by arrogating to
himself the only freedom of speech, and stopping the m'Juths of others
equally gifted ~ This is the direct way to bring in that papistical
implicit faith, which we all disclaim. They pretend it would unsettle
the weaker sort; the same groundless fear i3 pretended by the
Romish clergy. At least, then, let them have leave to write in L'l.tin,
which the common people understand not; that what they' hold. may
he discussed among the learned only. We suffdr the idolatrous books
of Papists, without this fear, to be sold and read as common as our
own: why not much rather of Anabapt.ists, Arians, Arminians, and
Socinians? There is no learned man but will confess he hath much
profited by reading controversies, his sense, awakened, his judgment.
sharpened, and the truth which he holds more firmly established.
If then it be profita.ble for him to read, why should it not at least
be tolerable and free for his adversary to write ~ In logic they teach,
that contraries laid together more evidently appear: it follows then,
that. all controver5Y being permitted, falsehood will appear more
false, and truth tb.e more true; which must needs conduce much, not
only to the confounding of Poper)', but to the general confi~mation of
unimplicit truth.
Tb.e last means to avoid Popery is, to amend our lives: it is a
general complaint, that ohi nation of late years is grown morj
numerously and exces,ively vicious than heretofore: pride, luxury,
drunkenness, whoredom, cursing, swearing, bold and open athei,m
<::\'ery where abounding; where these grow, no wonder if PO[Jery also
!;;r0W apace.
There is no man 80 wicked, but at some imes his
conscience will wring him with thoughts (lf another world, and the
peril of his soul; the trouble and melancholy, which he conceives of
true repentance and amendment, he endures lIOt, but inclines rather
to some carnal superstition, which may pacify and lull his conscience
with some more pleasing' doctrine. None more ready and offi~ious to
uffer henelf than the 'Rmx\\'"\;1,, ',\\yl \)ll~lYS wine 'ner office, with all
her faculties, to receive him; ca~y c'JnfessioD, ea;:y o,bsolntioD, panlons,
(" :;
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indulgencies, masses for him both quick and dead, Agnus Dei's,
relics, and the like: and he, instead of "working out his salvation
with fear and trembling," straight thinks in his heart (like another
kind of fool than he in the P.alms) to bribe God as a corrupt judge;
and by his proctor, some priest, or friar, to buv out his peace with
money, which he cannot with his repentance. For God, when men
sin outrageously, and will not be admonished, gives over chastizing
them, perhaps by pestilence, fire, sword, or famine, which may all
turn to their good, and takes up His severest punishment~, hardness,
besottedness of heart, and idolatry, to their final perdition. Idolatry
brought the heathen to heinous transgressions (Rom. ii.) And
heinous transgressions ofttimes bring the slight professors of true
religion to gross idolatry: 2 TheE'S. ii. 1 I , 12: "For this cause
God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe
a lie, that they all migbt be damned wbo believe not the truth,
but had pleasure in unrigbteousness." And, Isaiah xliv. 18, speaking of ido]ater~, "They have not known nor understood, for
He hath shut their eyes that they cannot see, and their hearts tbat
they cannot understand."
Let us therefore, using this last means,
last here spoken of, but first to be done, amend our lives with all
speed; lest througb impenitency we run into that stupidity which we
now seek all means so warily to avoid, the worst of superstitions,
and the heaviest of all God's judgments-Popery.
"HIS

EYES

WERE

AS

A

(REVELATIO~

FLA.ME

OF

FIRE."

L 14,)

o EYES

of flame! look through my
heart,
Searching each very inmost part,
Consuming there whatever can
Offend such holy, righteous scan.

Banish for ever every thought
With pride, untruth, or meanness
fraught;
Ea.ch selfisb, covetous desire,
Be burned by love's strong glowing

Thy Spirit's sanctifying might,
Fill my soul, Lord, with truth's pure
light,
Nor suffer error's darkening cloud
One precept of Thy Word to
shroud.

fire.
Love kindled by those eyes of Thiue,
Look of omnific power divine,
Conveying life into the soul,
And making wounded spirits whole.

Let there be no distorting view
Of holy doctrine, deep and true;
But may Thy Holy Spirit lead
To pure, life-giving, loving creed.

Let me Thy loving pity claim,
To cleanse me with Thine eyes of
flame,
After Thine own a.toning blood
Has bathed me in redemption's flood.

Lord, in my heart Thy Spirit dwells,
There each assault of sin repels;
Oh, may I ever walk in light,
Rejoicing in Thy searching sight.
Clifton.

E. L. T.

THE Holy Ghost is clearly known by the exercise of His blessed offices
in every heart where He abide8, and where He is the glurious inhabitant.
-D1'. Hawker.
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's.crm.ons nnh i.ot.cs .of ,Sermon;,;.
SUBSTANOE OF A SER¥ON
PREACHED IN ZION CHAPEL, NEW CROSS ROAD, LORD'S DAY lIIORNING,
FEBRUARY 3RD, 1895, BY THE HEV. THOMAS JONES, PASTor.

"Acco1'Cling to the working of His n.ight,l/ pOll;er, which He wrought in
Christ when He raised Him frum the dead, and set Him at His mun right
hand in the heavenly places, far above all principalit.lJ, and power, and
might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this w01'ld,
but also in that which is to come."-EpHESIAl'S i, 19-2l.
THE grand triumphs achieved by the soven;ign grace of God, in
quickening and bringing men into a saving knowledge of the truth as it
is in Jesus Ohrist, is a sublime subject for discourse. That Divine grace
is a prevailing, surpassing, and effective power, both revelation and
observa.tion confirm. We believe most emph'l.tically that the grace of
God is an irre:oistible force, varying in its operatiom. It meets with
great antagonism from man, nevertheless it is never defeated nor
frustrated; for wherever grace is in operation, there the design of the
lrJfinite must and shall be accomplished. We know that many seek to
stifle these trnths, and, if possible, to pass them by, BlIt they do not
accomplish their baneflIl object; for when God moves aud works upon
the hearts of a16n, they are" made willing" to yield themselves to Him,
and to beg for mercy. Not only so, blIt Divine grace is a life-giving,
life-preserving, sustaining, and upholding power. Hence everyone of us
who knows anJthing about these things must necess:uily be constrained
to say"Oh, to grace how great a debwr
Daily I'm constrained to be."
It will be seen that tLis power of grace is put forth in the experience
of the saints from time to time, through which they obtain victories,
triumphs over foes, and rise above their difficulties. This is the true
secret of Ohristian victory-GRACE, These thoughts lead ns to note that
a religion of POWl?' SE'ems to be the message embodied in our text.
" According to the working of His mighty power, which He wrought in
Ohrist," &c. ]£ our religion be that of power, it differs from many
others around m. There arE', alas! !!reat differences, great professions,
but, we fear, little real power. Breth'ien, believe me when I say that, if
you are to have power in your soul, you must be touched by the power
of God. If ;your religion is not a religion of real spiritual power, it is of
little worth, for, instead of your being victorious, ,you will he defeated.
We read that" wh.re the word of a king is, there is power." We
believe that every recipient of Divine grace is made a subject of the King
of king~, and because of this he constantly· receives that power from on
high, "for as many as received Him, to them gave He pONer to become
the sons of God." Thi~ leads us to notice: The infallible power of God
as put forth in the resurrection of Jesus Ohrist, in the experience of
Christian men, and, finally, thE' exaltation of our Lord.
1. The infallible p01cel' of God, as put forth in the j'esw'rection of Jesus
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Christ. "According to the working of His mighty power, which He
wrought in Ohrist when He raised Him from the dead." The resurrection of Jesus Ohrist from the dead is the grand manifestation of
God's almighty power.
This will be seen if we lay hold of the
humanity of Jesus: He was .Man, "Bone of our bone, and flesh of our
flesh." Do not let us lose sight of this important truth, or fullow
certai~ errors propagated in days gone by.
J eSllS Christ was verily
Man, "and in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin."
~he Scriptures assert that" He died "-" He was crucified, dead, and
buried." Then for a little time the whole of His great work seems to
collapse. Here is the Person who claimed to be the Son of God
lying silent in the tomb; the great stone is rolled upon the grave,
and bears upon it the Roman seal. What hope is there for those men
of Galilee ~ For a while, all this hope seems to be frustrated; the
fondest thoughts and deepest feelings of their hearts were crushed,
and all they could say was-" Where have ye laid Him ~" They mourn
for the One gone from them, for it was quite true "Ohrist died""Died, according to the Scriptures." A great truth ta11ght in our
I~esson (Luke xxiv.) we have read, by our Lord, "Thus it behoved
Ohrist to suffer."
Let us for a moment reflect upon that wonderful death j this is
necessary.in order that we may be impressed by the transcendent power
of God's strength p.ut forth in the resurrection of Jesus Ohrist from
the dead. We have already said that Ohrist died, was buried, the
stone roned over His grave. Is it not possihle that in our haste we
may overlook the fact that the body of our Lord was Dot only lifeless,
but partially destroyed 1 We forget the mangled condition in which
the body was interred. Do not forget the print of the nails. Do
not forget that the Roman soldier pierced His side, and that sword
penetrated His heart: that is what I mean when I say that the body
of Ohrist was' partially destroyed. ,We are not surprised that the
Apostle piles up words one above another in order to convey the sublimity and" exceeding greatness of His power," that is, "according to
the working of His mighty power, which He wrought in Ohrist when
He raised Him from the dead." "Mighty power," or, as it is in the
margin of some bibles, "the strength Dj God's might," which was put
forth.
One of our old divines has well said "that the words imply
the exceeding superexcelleuce, overcoming, triumphant great,ness of
God's mighty power."
We note that this power was infallible; it broke the bands of death;
they c~JUld hold Him no longer. That body, however crushed and pierced,
must rise again. Hence we read, " He is not here, He is risen." Oouple
with this the sublime communication made to the beloved John at
Patmos : "I am He that liveth, and was dead: and, behold, I am alive for
evermore." The resurrection means restoration to life. As the Scriptures
abundantly confirm, when our Lord appeared to His disciples, they fully
recognised Him as the same Jesus that had oitt up in the mountain, and
pronounced beatitudes upon His flock j the same Jesus that sat upon
Jacob's well, and conversed with the woman of Samaria. It was the
same. Jesm, with this difference: there are the prints of the nails in hands.
and fe~t j these are produced to calm their minds, and to chase away
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their fears. "Handle Me and see j it is I Myself." He is risen the same
Blessed One, and henceforth this shall be the great subject of 3postolic
ministry: "They went and preached Jesus and the resurrection." This
is the· grand pillar upon which the Church of Christ exists in the world
to-day. It is not in the death of Christ-invaluable as that death was
as the great sacrifice for sin-but in His resurrection the hope of
Christian faith is centred. We rejoice in the atonement-the blood shed
for the remission of sins-but this does not meet all our needs. It is a
living, personal Christ-a liviog, powerful Lord-that is needed by the
awakeoed soul, and nothing short of the living Christ can satisfy the deep
needs of our soul~.
To-day, beloved, our hope is centred upon the risen Christ-the
Ascended One, who is set down at the right hand of God. "For if Christ
be not risen, your faith is vain, and our preaching is v3in." But if
Christ be risen, there is no vanity. but a blesslld and glorious reality.
How true the Apostle's words: "If in this life only we have hope in
Christ, we are of all men most miserable." But God has put forth
the power and the might of His strength, and has raised our Lord
from the tomb j and because He is li,en, "we also ri,e into neWnef!l
of life."
n. The infallible poweT of God, as put forth in the expeTience of
ChTistian men. "What is the exceeding greatness of His power to'
us-ward who believe, according to the workiog of His mighty power."
The excellency and sublime greatness of God's power in relation to
believers will bfl seen in the following :-Their character upon whom
this "great power" operates. The Apost~e informs us that they are
dead.' We have spoken of 'ChrisL's death, now I would remip.d you
that all men are spiritually dead-dead to all that is good, noble, and
divine. Hence what we call regeneration is nothing less than a resur·
rection. "For in Adam all die, even so in Chlist shall all be made
alive." Regeneration as experienced by the convert is a restoration to
spiritual life; by the regenerating power of the Holy Ghost., the poor
dead sinner is quickened into life. He is restored, reinstatep. ~nto the
living family of God. This great change is said to be accomplished by
that efficacious power which God is plea.sed to pu t forth in the s3lvation
of each elected vessel of mercy. True, iL may not be precisely the
same in its operations, but it accomplishes the same ends. We may illustrate this point by the Prophet's Ylsion of dry bones- a true representation
of the world, which is a huge ,alley of dry-dead bones. "Can these
bones live 1" God's great question to Ezekiel. "0 Lord," revf\rently
replied the Prophet, "Thou knowest." Then fonowed the Divine
command, "Prophesy to these dry bones." The Prophet obeyed, and
presently there was a moving among the dry bones; one bone came to
another, then flesh came upon them, and they stood an exceeding army.
But one thing is lacking: all the parts came together; the bones
needed the breath of life. How true is this of us men. We may
have all that education can give, possess all the Church can bestow,
and yet lack the one thing needful. Blow upon' this exceeding almy,
"and the living breath came, and the 3rmy stood erect." So with
men; we may be like the clothed bones, but still need the breath of
God to cause us to stand erect. So God is pleaced in the riches of
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His grace to put forth His power, and then comes the resurrection
from death to life.
The power which operates upon men in rl'generation is akin to that
"wrought in Christ when He raised Him from the dead." A careful
perusal of the first six verses d the second chapter of this Epistle fully
illustrates this truth. Two things are clearly set forth: First, what this
Divine operating power removes from us as men; and, secondly, what
this Divine power does in us. In the resurrection of a sinner there is
the removal of the heart of stone, the breaking down of the carnal
mind, the destruction of old things and an entire new creation; for
if any man be in Christ, he is a new creation, "old things are passed
away, and all things are become new." Then follows a reformation of
character, the illumination of the mind, a llew heart, new dispositions.
Hence the testimony of God's children through the ages agrees-" The
things I once hatad now I love." We possess new principles, a new
faith, hopE', and love. We,have new expectations, which are implanted
within us by Divine grace, so that we che] ish the hope of seeing the
"King in His beauty," and expect "an abundant entrance into His
everlasting kingdom." Thus we see that the ~ame power put forth in
the resurrection of Christ is put forth in the resurrection of men from
the death of sin, bringing them into the life of righteousness, peace, and
holiness.
Ill. The exaltation of our Lord. "And set Him at His own right
hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality and power,"
"Set Him." Note these two words, "Set Him-at His uwn right hand."
Do not these words imply the grand attestation and Divine approval,
and, I may add, acknowledgment, of that eternal redemption accomplished
by Christ Jesus our Lord on behalf of the election of grace ~ The seat
of highest honour, of greatest dignity, is given to Him whose garments
were dyed in blood. "God hath exalted Him, and given Him a name
which is above every name." The Father invested Jesus with supreme
lordship over all creation, "and gave Him power over all flesh."
There is a precious thought which comes to us while we think of the
glory, honour and majesty of our exalted Lord, namely, that He waits to
share that glory with His blood-bought family. "Father, I will that
they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am; that
they may behold My glory. "Christ hath ascended on high," He is at
the right hand of God. We take courage, for there are infinite joys and
solid pleasures, "a weight of glory," for us who believe. They are
for you who have experienced the mighty operating, regenerating
power of God's strength in your hearts. "So be it."
"THE VISIon is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall
speak. and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it shall surely
come" (Hab. ii. 37). And the Ohristian has but to watch for the hand
of J ehovah in the movements that are taking place in the present
history of the world, and He can readily note circumstance upon
circumstance which bear undoubted proof that God is at work with both
His enemies and friends, to effect His sovereign Oovenant purposes."Ge01'ge C01/)el~.
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THE PORTRAIT.-REV. DR. E. WILKINSON.
KING SOLOMON, by inspiration, once inquired, "A faithful man who can
find ~ " Our own degenerate times echo the reflection, for, alas, truth
has fallen in the streets; "truth faileth; and' he that departeth from
evil," especially false doctrine, "maketh himself a prey" (Isaiah lix. 15).
The cry of the scattered sheep of God's pasture goes up day and night : "Send help, 0 Lord, we pray,
And Thy own Gospel bless;
For godly men decay,
And faithful pa~tors cease;
The riKhteocs are lemoved from
home,
And scorners rise up in their
room.

" Old shepherds, too, retire,
Who gathered flocks below;
And young ones catch no fire,
Or worldly prudent grow:
Few run with trumpets in their
hand,
To sound alarms by sea and
land."

Yet the Divine Head of the Church, to whom all authority has been
given by the Father, holds "seven" stars in His right hand. "Seven"
signifies sufficiency and completeness. Thus, a sufficient ~upply of
pastors, after God's own heart, is insured to "the flock of slaughter,"
even when in its lowest and most reduced estate. J ehovah is bovereign
in His methods, and in the choice of His instruments. He is never
straitened. His resources are infinite. His grace is all-sufficient.
He Himself is the" Chief Shepherd," and when under shephetds appear
to us to be lacking that word of Covenant promise receives a blessed
fulfilment: "For thus saith the Lord God, Btlhold, I, even I, will both
search My sheep, and seek them out: . . . . I will sd up one
shepherd over them, and he shall feed them, even mv servant David;
he shall feed them, and he shall be their shepherd." In the quaint
words of JORK NEWTONl'
"How safe and how happy are they
Who on the Good ShepbH'd rely!
He gives them out strength for
their day,
Their wants He will surely
supply;

"He ra,ens and lions can tame,
All creatures obey His command;
Then let me rejoice in His
name,
And leave all my cans in His
hand."

Such is the bappy portion of the redeemed family of God. They
cannot "want," so long as J ehovah is their Shepherd.
But it is a singular favour when He is pleased to bestow "gifts"ministerial gifts-upon His Church, "pastors and teachers," to go
before the flock and to point out the green pastures which love and
mercy have provided. In all ages, few or many of such spiritual guides
have been vouchsafed to the people of God. However low the oil
may seem to have sunk in the vessel, the light of eternal truth has
never been suffered to die out. Even in the apostate times immediately
preceding the rising of the Sun of Righteousness, there was heard in
the wilderness the voice of "one." Never without witness has the
God of truth left Himself, or suffered the enemy to say of the last prophet
of .the Lord, "We have devoured him!" Our own degenerate days
bear testimony to the faithfulness of the God of the promises. There
is still left unto us a remnant of the school of the true prophets. They
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may, indeed, be but few, yet it has often been the case in the history
of God's· Israel that the victory has· been granted to the few and the
feeble. The words of Elijah are to that effect: "I, even I only,
remain a prophet of the LORD; but Baal's prophets are four hundred
and fifty men." We know who it was that answered "by fire." And
thus it is eVEln to-day. There is a ministry maintained in our midst,
the fire aQd life. of .which come from the throne of God on high.
Holy men, wbose consuming desire and aim have been, from the day
of Pentecost to this hour, to exalt the Name of Ej\f:l{ANUEL, 'are by succession still with us, and will be until the completed number of elected
sinners be brought in.
The readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE know how to honour such
servants of Christ, and he whose name stands at the head of this
Portrait Sketch is one whom they dearly value for his work's sake.
The Rev. Dr. \VILKINSON-alas, we grieve to record, no longer able
to preach the unsearchable riches of Christ, as be delighted to dooccupies a warm corner in the hearts of all who graciously delight in
"the whole counsel of God." Educated in the German Universities
of Bonn and Heidelberg, where be graduated M.A. and Ph.D., he was
ordained to minister the Gospel of the grace of God in the Church of
England by the- BISHOP of SALISBURY, in tbe rear 1854. Thus, his
laborio.us pastorate bas extended to forty-three yeaT.!. The spheres
enjoying Dr. WILKINSQN'S faithful ministrations have been numerous,
namely, the curacies of Erchfont., Wilts; Mears-Ashby, Northants;
Saham, Norfolk; Wyvenhoe, Norfolk; St. Michael's, Stockwell;
Bloughton Blean, Kent; and Christ Church, Dover. In 1870, the
ARCHBISHOP of CANTERBURY (Dr. TArT) presented our beloved brother
to the rectorial charge of the united parishes of Snargate and Snave,
in the county of Kent. That charge he held for eleven years, during
which time he devoted himself not only to the temporal improvement
of his parishioners, and the renovation of the material churches, and the
residence he occupied, to the great advantage of his successors, but
unremittingly to the edifying of the living Church of God, alike by
:tpeans of his pulpit and his pen. During the period vf his ministry
in Kent, Dr. WILKINSON, whose generous heart was ever open to
sympathize with the necessities of undoubted followers of Christ
and witnesses for the pure truths o'f the Gospel, befriended several cases
which came under his notice, particularly that of a young German
Protestant - a descendant and inheritor of the name of the great.
reformer, LUTHER-whom he educated for the ministry. His busy pen
produced numerous useful publications at the period to which reference
is here mad!', a.nd his frequent Protestant and Evangelical cont.ributions
t:o the county newspaper press exercised an influence for good, extending far beyond the limits of his parochial charge,
When, in the year 1881, the late beloved Alderman DALE, of Warwick (who, at a cost of £6,000, had secured the possession and patronage
of Christ Church, Leamington) offered Dr. WILKINSO~ the incumbency,
he resigned his work in Kent, accounting it to be the Divine will that
he should testify the Gospel of the grace of God in the fashionable
Midland town. Through bis earnest efforts to secure a faithful past.or for
his Kentish flock, the Rev. WILLIAM LUSH, whose name is dear to the

"

,

.

Tlte Gospel Magazine.

235

reade.rs of this Magazine, was appointed to Snargate and Sm,ve by the
ARCHBISHOP of CANTERBURY.
Although the charge at Leamington was non-parochial, the position
held by Christ Church being central, an excellent opportunity was
afforded for the gathering together of a good congregation. Theundertaking, however, was not without its peculiar difficulties, for up
to the date of the purchase of the building by Alderman DALE,
Ritualistic services of an ornate description, accompanied by advanced
sacerdotal teaching, had held sway, and the supersession of these
by simple spiritual services and the proclamation of the whole counsel
of God in the pulpit possessed no attractions for the lovers of
sensuous worship. Patient, prayerful labours, and an' uncompromhing
declaration of the blessed Gospel, gathered together a little flock of
those who knew the joyful sound, and the faithful Pastor spent his
strength willingly-without any temporal reward-fur fifteen years,
when failing health compelled him to resign his charge. Our readers
will remember that a few months since these columns contained ,a copy
of his touching farewell address to his flock at Christ Church. TheLord's dear servant is still spared, but his strength continues to wane,
and his affliction demands the loving sympathy and prayers of all who
highly esteem truthful Gospel testimony, and mourn the removal of
faithful standard·bearers. During his ministry at Leamington our dear
brother initiated several public movements for the furtherance of the
truth, notably at Nurthampton, where the late CHARLES BRADLAUGH
and other infidels carried on a crusade against the Bible, and where
persecution for righteousness' sake was endured by those who maintained God's cause. Sevp.ral "Memorials" erected to perpetuate the
names and labours of departed servants of Christ owe their, existence
to the zeal of Dr. WILKINSON, and there are to-day in the ranks of
the Church of England clergymen who were trained in a knowledge·
of God's Word under his ministry at Ohrist Church, and educated at
Ki.ng's Oollege, London, through his liberality.
When in the fuU
enJoyment of health, our dear [friend was always ready to occupy the
pulpits of his brethren, and to strengthen their hands in the Mastel's
work. The Conferences at Clifton and Leicester afforded him opportunities for the exercise of his spiritual gifts as a clear and incisive
exponent of the doctrines of grace, while numerous original productions
of his pen, and edited reprints of old Divine~, were generously scattered
among the lovers of a Covenant salvation for a Covenant people.
It is a cause of deep regret that owing to serious local difficulties
which have arisen since Dr. WILKD\SO~'S resignation, the filling up of
the incumbency of Christ Church has been delayed, and God's dear
servant has had added to his bodily affiiction no small anxiety as to the
future of his congregation. Earnest prayer, however, is being made for
the Lord's interposition, and it is hoped that the painful hindrance toa satisfactory settlement of a new and excellent appointment will bespeedily removed. We close this sketch of the Rev. Dr. WILKINSON
with an affectionate expression of our fellowship with him in his heavy
trouble and suffering, and with the assurance that our constant prayer
for him is that his joy and peace through Christ Jesus may increase
more and more, even until an entrance may be granted nnto. him
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abundantly into the kingdom of his adorable Lord and Saviour. In
labour, in tribuiation, and in rest the faithful servant of Ohrist is
promised the presence of his Master.
" All unseen the Master walketh
" Grief, nor pain, nor any sorrow
By the toiling servant's side;
Rends thy heart to Him un·
Comfortable words He speaketh,
known:
While His hands uphold and
He to.day, and He to.morrow,
guide.
Grace sufficient gives His own.
" Holy strivings nerve and strengthen,
Long endurance wins the crown:
When the evening shadows lengthen,
Thou shallla,y thy burden down! "
THE EDITOR.

IF there is to be a real revival work in our midst, Jesus must be
seen and exhibited as the brightness of the Ohurcp, the beauty of the _
Church, the blessing of the Ohurch, and the glory of the Ohurch; and
if He is not made everything in t.he sanctuary, everything that is
done is as nothing. "We preach not ourselves, but Christ Lord."
Oh, that all who wear the sacerdotal robe could say this; but, alas!
few indeed there are who while in the pulpit seem to have the invisible
companionship of a heavenly seraphim, while their lips are touched
with a live coal from off the altar of God SI) that seraphim responds
to seraphim, "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Hosts; the whole earth
is full of His glory." The knowledge and judgment of a self-taught
preacher is as hemlock in the furrows of the field; it chokes up the
wheat, although not to kill it, for it will spring up above it in the Lord's
own time. We are sure that there are many Ohristians panting,
thirsting, yea, even heart-breaking for the courts of the Lord, where
Jesus sits crowned, and not dethroned; but their souls are much
discouraged, for there is "no bread, neither is there any water; and
their souls loathe this light bread."-Co1Cell.
My heart is, through grace, so closely united to Ohrist" that nothing
gives me pain but that which is displea<ling to Him. I am black by
nature, but have been renewed by grace (Sol. Song i. 5; John xv. 3).
Original sin defiled me, but the blood of Jesus hath made me whiter
than snow. His righteousness is my righteousness. I have "washed
my robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb," and I shall
see Him, and walk with Him in white. 0 bLessed Jesus! Thon art mine
and I am Thine; who can separate us 1 Thou al t my Shepherd, I am
Thy sheep, and with Thee find pasture. Thou art my Bridegroom, I
am Thy bride. Whatsoever Thou art, that art Thou to me; all
Thine is mine. Thy bleEsing is my blessing. Thy life i, my life. Thy
salvation is my salvation. Am I poor ~ Thou art my richee. Am I
oppreseed 1 Thou art my succour. Am I cast out 1 Thou art my
Refuge. Am I sorrowful 1 Thou art my comfort and jor. Whatever
I am, that am I to Thee. Sin, what seekest thou in me ~ I belong to
Jesus; in His wounds I have found salvation. Satan! get thee hence,
for Jesus is my Shield; thy fiery darts are directed to Him, and not to
me. Death! thou art a messenger of mercy,.Ohrist is my life. To clie
is gain, when I shall possess His love for eyer.-Dr. H. MiiLler (died IGi5).

Tlze Gospel Magazine.

237

THE LATE MRS. HOBLYN, OF BATH.
PART V.
(Continued from page 164.)

THE following letters arE1 placed at our disposal by the kindness of an
honoured minister of Christ's Gospel-one whose name is justly beloved
by our readers. They breathe a holy fragrance too rare in these days of
man.made religious profession, and their contents will well repay careful
perusal. Ref~rences are frequently made to the "Poor Saints' Fund,"
which dear Mrs. HOBLYN managed after the death of Mr. W ALLINGER.
1879.
My DEAR A"D REVERED FRIEND,-For I hope it is no harm t<>
say I do revere the warri:n's of a hundred fights, and the shepherds
that have fed the flock; but the curious part is, those wise warriors
and tender shepherds, looked up to and valued, think themselves
the worst of all, the meanest of all, and, unlike the old Laodicean
Church, have need of everything, and are painfully alive to their
miserable condition, as poor, blind, and naked, apart frorn Christ.
Now, you very well know your ministry would not suit the poor
tribulated family if you could attend to your own vineyard, and
have less in your own soul of the children's portion. When I began to
write to you so far, a friend came in, so you must now accept my
grateful thanks on behalf of the poor and needy who are so helped by
our little, humble fund. We have now on the list a dear old Baptist
minister, who is most thankful for this lit~lg assistance. He was a
schoolmaster in his day, and was partly supported by the ministry, but
broken health and calamities have made him value the fund, with other
dear children of God. Aye, we have even ., P--'s " on the funds-isn't
that dreadful 1 I am delighted to think dear Mrs. - - will be very
near us in May, and likely you will come creeping after her if she stops
away too long, and then you must come here and preach for us in
Bethel; but it is a little place, and you are so tall, you will be' near the
roof, but I hope you will be low enough to suit the little ones, myself
among the number. Please give my love to dear - - . I remember his
kindly boy's face as he used to come in and kiss us all round, as aunts;
and when he was in for morning prayer he used to say, "Oh, I know
where the hymn books are; I can get them." And away he was, in a
minute, to the next room. He was a great favourite with us all. We
should not know each other now. I am glad to think your three sons are
so happily and suitably married. I like the Scotch lassie much. Her
husband has been so kind to me and mine, that I cannot think of him
otherwise than gratefully for many kindnesses.
I had intended to say how fully I. enter into your solemn fears about
the times; nothing ever comes to my mind, connected with them, but
"str011g delivemnce." The other day was posted up on the door of a
Ritual church here tbis notice, " St. John's J unction.-Change here for
Your grateful fr;end,
Rome." Kind love to all my friends.
A. B. H.
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DEAR FmEND,-Ido thank you very much for your kind and welcome
,remembrance of our poor and much despised charity. Sinful saints they
are, but saved in the Lord I verily believe some of them truly are, and
you can say the same of one at least you saw. I am rather glad to find
you are as wicked liS myself, and find the ~ame stuff in your heart I do.
I told S - - once I wished to see you in Bath. I felt afraid of you, for
you were six feet high in more senses than one; but when we come to
know the great and the small are alike, and have their exercises and
sinkings, their empty spots and wa8te allotments, and feel their religion,
as theirs, nothing worth, then the children begin to find it is family £are.
Bllt "All for the lifting of Jesus on high." Of this I am quite sure,
true God-sent and God-owned ministers know more of these things in
experience tban the brighter side, for thereby they can feed the flock of
slaughter, a.nd Rtrengthen weak hand3 and comfort weak hearts; so you
must go to heaven in the old fa!lhion. "Ob, to grace, how great a debtor! "
Please give my true love to your dear wife, and to my kind helper M. ;
.also give my affectionate remembrances to the" lad" of other days.
We are all at present fairly well. I feel with you about the times. I
~uppose we are all to be sickened of, and weaned from, this poor evil
world. Believe me, in much Ohristian regard and esteem,
Yours truly,
A. B. H.
1888.

My VALUED FRIEND,-I thank you much, very much, for your wise
letter. Friends are few, and days are dark, and worse are creeping
on, I feel persuaded. We stand on the brink of a precipice; ease in
Zion, peace and plenty, pleasure in an idolatrous religion, call for
judgments, to bring the Lord's people to their senses, and the uncalled
to seek God. It seems to lie on my heart with a heavy weight, and
there it abides. Politically, we are under Jesuit intluence; their
organization is complete; they have set many snares, and the wise and
foolish alike fall into them, to the joy of Satan. The religion of the
,country is about to come to grief;' Babel (or confusion) is written
upon,it all. Our only hope, comfort, and security is a faith's grip of
.a Oovenant salvation for a Oovenant people. Here I am at rest, and
nowhere else, and personally, were it not for this glimpse that now
.and then, like Peter's sheet, is let down from heaven, aud I j Ilst spy
the knot that keeps the four corners intact, I should sink in secret
sorrow at the little I see and hear -and how much more you who
go among the Ohurches-or causes called Ohurches-and see the empty
{)f rotten condition of the best, to say nothing of
the worst; editors,
contributors, preacher.-, pastors, all serving themselves, and, like the
Siren's song, singing in full chorus, "Peace, peace, where there is no
. peace." You have long been a witness for Uod's truth, and what you
are led to do by His direction He will own as His work, Dot you,rs.
We get on nicely as a very few, and our pastor is a man of prayer.
He has no great gifts, thinks more than he reads, is separate from all
cliques and religious shams, and seem3 to work and walk in the fear
of God.
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DEAR MR. - - , - I had lately a letter from a relation, who wrote thus:
.. I write, but have nothing to write about; but I just like to write to you."
Was not that very pretty! Now I have just read over such a dear letter
you wrote to me in l883-though it is not at all my custom to keep
letters after they are answered-that I said to myself, "Now, I shall just
write a wee letter, on a wee sheet of paper, and some fine day I may get
a companion to that letter t.hat has refreshed me while I re-read it. I
have had a lot of things on my mind to write to you about, but I know
how much you ate occupied, and how valuable your time is. My general
.and absorbing feeling of late has been, "The time is short, and the
littleness of the circumstances connected with time get less and less as
the'interests of eternity are placed before us, I hope, amid the perplexities
of the way, and ministerial exercises; you have your compensationsthe" something" that makes amends 'for the cup of gall. I felt for you
when the little ones were in such a spot of peril as to their young lives.
"As a father pitieth his children "-and, you could add, his children's
children-" HO the Lord pitieth them who fear Him." What a gracious
simile! I had two kind letters from your dear wife. I hope the Lord
has turned to good account for His people the troubles of myoId friend,
J. M:, and that his profiting appears for the edification of the Church of
God. I have lately felt much condemned by neglecting the command and
-counsel of the Lord, "Pray ye the Lord of the vineyard that He would,"
&c. How much useless lamentation is spent in mourning over the state
of God's people, while the spirit of prayer seems withheld from calling
upon God to fulfil His own injunction. It is but a sign of the times; that
is, indeed, the" Downward Grade" for truth and vitality. Bnt all this
confirms the fact-true religion is a Covenant salvation for a Covenant,
people, I ought to ask forgiveness for 9ccnpying your time, but excuse.
With my esteem and affection,
Yours,

A. B. H.
1892.

My DEAR FRIE:!\l),-1 cannot express what I felt on the receipt of
your letter, with snch valuable help to the poor and needy, containing
sweet Gospel truths, realized in part in us both, and if any part, all
this is the pith of the Gospel to my soul
I trust I can say, in all truth and simplici y, "Hitherto the Lord hath
helped." I have not been lef to mourn or pine over the present state
of things with me. I say this much in thankfulness, for I often
thought with fear of the reverse; b t there I must stop, not knowing
what an hour may bring forth. God knows all about our foes and
fears. I can truly say I abound in blessings of ~any sorts. It is a
great favour to be supplied with all needed in a providential way. I
rejoice with you that it is so. Being helped, too, in your late
ministerial work is much cause for gratitude from preacher and
hearers.
I like that bit of your letter' where you speak of the absolute
lleed of dependence upon the Holy Spirit; it is a precious testimony
to the pow~r and grace of a God-given religion, and I am quite sure,
under such feelings, the heart's cry is"Ortener let Thy visits be,
And longer let them last."
J'

240

The Gospel Magazine.

\

God brings His provisions with Him, as the need requires: the
promise is sweet, II As thy day," &c. Your dear wife wrote me a
gracious letter, which shall be answered later on; our letters, I think,
crossed.
I am glad Mrs. - - is better; we have lost two very gracious
souls from our pensioners, lovers of God, and were firm in the truth,
because loved by Him, and were enabled to testify for Him by lips and
life. One, J. B--, was greatly beloved, and for many years spake
in the name of the Lord to a few of bis own stamp, on Lord's Days.
His late congregation amountEd to seven. His widow retains the
pension, being one of the Lord's people. The other, Ann - - , was
long ill, and very poor, and found the "Poor Saints' Fund" a help
indeed. I had two applications for her place, and was led to choose
the eldest of the two, a widow, of long standing in the Christian race.
I called on the pensioners last week; it is a great pleasure to me
to do so. I often wish I had some of my generous friends with me
and share in the blessings I often receive at such times. At a later
time I will report what I have done with your kind gift.
Believe me to be, Yours sincerely in Gospel bonds,
A. B. H.
DEAR FRIEN'D,-I have many things on my mind to write to you
about. First, your son ---, who is, I hope, still progressing. We
are so glad he is a little better; it has been an anxious time for you
all. May there be a bright shining to you and bim. Then with
regard to - - , we are so glad he has been successful. His election
is an item of great importance to many, and has called ou tbe prayers
and thanksgiving of many of God's people who love the Scriptures, and
are anxious that the young should read them.
From dear - - I hear, and glad am r to get a letter from him.
God is, I feel sure, with bim; his fearless testimony for Divine truth
calls forth the gratitude of God's people to Him who has called and
fitted him fur public work. May he often hear the voice of the Lord
saying to him, "Be strong and very courageous." In our present days
men seem so shy of saying what they know and believe.
r am very pleased to hear that you are still helped and maintained
by the Holy Ghost to feed your people with Gospel food, by a degree
of strength given to you to preach the Gospel, showing that our God
is mindful of His sheep who are still in the wilderness; and He that
hath helped, will help, for He says, I. I will never leave thee."
Now a little business. With your kind gift, I have sent one pound
to the Irish schools; three pounds to the P. S. Fund, and, with your
leave, the one pound lefG shall be distributed, as thp.ir needs require,
amongst the poor saints for coal, tea, &c. Accept many thanks to you
and yours for many kindnesses. Love to your dear wife and - - , with
yourself, in which my husband joins.
Yours sincerely,
A. B. HOBLYN.

-...

My DEAR AND MUCH-VALUED FRIEND,-I feel as if I had a great deal
to write to you,- but I am a very poor hand at dictation, as, of course, you
must see, but I have a friend who is willing to pen my rambling thoughts,
so you must kindly bear with us both. You kindly addressed to me a

I
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splendacious parcel of clothing for poor Ireland, for which I received
yesterday a most grate:fu~ .letter from head-quarters. The light let in
through these schools will only be known when time sh~ll be no more.
Will you kindly try, through dear M--, to circulate amongst her
friends, who have work~d so industriously for us, the pleasant news of its
arrival in Dublin this week, and its grateful reception by those to whom
it was sent 1 I cannot tell you how thankful I felt at the continued kindness of the workere, for you know I am good for nothing now-a sort of
lay figure that would, at the best of times, make a very bad picture. You
will be glad to hear we are both very well, notwithstanding infirmities.
My husband has had.a better winter than usual, so that he is able to
take right good care of me, in ways small or great. I have a few friends
who are exceedingly kind and patient. The Lord has been very gracious
to me of late in every way, but especially in not letting the enemy cast
me down under the circumstances of my present trial. I call this a
special mercy; it may lie in His purpose to remove this, but" He is the
same yesterday, to-day, and for ever." If the Lord should kindly give
me a place in your prayers, ask Him to keep away hard thoughts of
His dealings, which so militat~ against all that a child of God mostly
desires.
I sincerely hope you are better, and that the Lord sustains you while
preaching His Word. The Gospel is as scarce as ever it was-" few
there be that find it," but those that do, value it; so well may the
Church of God pray for the continuance down here of those who preach it.
Everything in this day is swallowed down as Gospel; but" what is
the chaff to the wheat 1" Perhaps you still remember this text. Has
not God greatly favoured you of late with regard to your children 1
Of dear - - I am privileged to know something from himself; his
short letters are strong and sweet" and are a great pleasure to me to
receive, though I by no means wish to tax his time.
It is a great mercy when outward afllictions are blessed to the soul,
and I believe the most part of God'c family enter the kingdom by
this road.
Truly and affectionately yours
In the Go~pel of Christ Jesus,
A. B. H.
U IN this was manifested the love of God towards us; because God
sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we may live through
Him." And thus it is manifest that we are the obedient children of
God, by receiving, putting on, and living upon the Son of God; for,
to the praise of the glory of God's grace, He hath made us accepted
in His beloved Son. 0 believer, cJnsider this. Let your heart rejoice
in this. Record this in your memory, that your conscience may be
ever peaceful and happy in the view of this: that though a sinner in
yourself, yet you are ever entirely acceptable to God, and perfectly
accepted by Him, in His Son, your elder Brother; and this to the
glory of God's rich, free, and abundant grace. It pleased the Father,
that in Christ all fulness should dwell. To what end 1 Even this
joyful one, that we should live upon Him, and out of His fulness receive
grace upon grace, till grace is swallowed up in glory.- W. Mason.
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PASSING THOUGHTS.
JEHOVAH still reigns, and will accomplish His own purpoEe~. Hath
Jehovah said, and shaH He not bring it to pass? The pre,ent unrest
of the world is indeed an object lfsson, which he who runs may do
well to. read, and ponder over. Famine, pestilence, sword, are but
messengers and instruments to perform God's sovereign will. He must
be blind indeed who fails to see Jehovah's hand. Does He not speak
unto all nations of the earth? Does He not come forth to judgment?
Is He not bruising them with a rod of iron, and vexing them in His
sore displeasure? He saveth not j-.y many; He Himself giveth the
victory.
We presume not to speak of the political aspects of the present
unrest, the present upheaval among tbe nations of Europe-nay, of
the whole world. What may be in the womb of the future we leave to
. Him who "taketh up the isles as a very little thing," and whose
will cannot be frustrated. We should do wdl to remember His language
to Pharaoh, "Eveu for this same purpose have I raised thee up, for
to show in thee My power, and that My name may be glorified in all
the earth;" and though His people were a poor and despised people,.
yet brought He them out with a strong hand, overwhelming the
Egyptians in the Red Sea, and in due time established them in the
land He had promised to give them.
Oh that we were wise, that we understood these things! The Jewish
nation, the children of Israel, the seed of Abraham, to whom the promises were given, are a ., scattered and peeled" people; but they are
still His peopl.e, and must be gathered out of all nations, whither He
.has driven them. This people shall be restored 0 their own land-all
the Balaks, all the Balaams, are powerless to prevent. I not t.he Church
anticipating the return of her Lord, when He shall stand upon the.
mount of Olives as King of kings, and Lord of lords?
"Our glad hosannahs, Prince of Peace,
Thy welcome shall proclaim;
And heaven's eternal arches ring
With Thy beloved name."

Y. P. H.
A CHRISTIAN cannot always hear, or al,ways read, or always communicate, but he may pray continually. No place, no company can
deprive him of this privilege. If he be on the top of a house
with Peter, he may pray; if he be ill the bottom of the ocean
with J onah, he may pray; if he be walking in the field with Isaac,.
he may pray when no eye seeth him; if he be waiting at table with
Nehemiah, he may pray when no ear he reth him. If he be in- the
mountains with our Saviour, he may pray; if he be in the prison
with Paul, he may pray; wherever be is, prayer will help him to
find God out. Every saint is God's temple; "and he that carrieth
his temple about him," saith Austin, "may go to prayer when be
pleaseth." Indeed, to a Christian every house is a house of prayer,
every closet a chamber of presence, and every place he comes to
an altar whereon he may offer the sacrifice of prayer.-Swinnock.
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"HE BEING DEAD YET SPEAKETH."
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
SIR,-Truly" the 'memory of the just' i~ blessed!"

,DEAR
My
purpose in writing you now ,is to subjoin the follo~ing, which, if you
can find space for it in our Family Magazine, I cannot but feel will. be
welcomed by many. I find it was written just ,thirty-eight years ago,
and was one of the additional contributions of my belov,ed father's other
than his well-known and loved" Wayside Notes," being entitled, "Half
Hours with the Bible."
The following letter is but one of many which continue to chee,r the
heart of one bereaved of one of the best of fathers.
Believe me to be, yours very truly,
RUTH COWELL.

DEAR MADAJII,-It is now about forty-two years ago your dear and muchloved father went to preach at a little chapel at Horsted Keynes, in Sussex,
and tarried at my father's, who was a lover of good men, and given to
hospitality; and it was very refreshing at times to my poor seeking and ofttimes sorrowing soul, to hear those who feared the Lord rehearse some
of His dealings with their souls. What a burning desire and ardent longing had been wl'ought in my poor heart that I might know of a surety for
myself that which they had been taught to know and-feel! And about this
time I met with a piece written by your dear father, either in the" Wayside
Notes," or in a tract, from these words, 1 Samuel vi. 13, "And they of
Beth-shemesh werp. reaping their wheat harvest in the valley: and they
lifted up their eyes and saw the a.rk, and rejoiced to see it." And I was
given such a faith's view of JIlSUS Christ as the" altogether lovely," that
it melted my hear in such a way that I have not realized mn.ny times
the like in my pilgrimage journey. It was a sweet moment, rich in blessing,
and I could say with one"May I still enjoy this feeling,
In all need to J esUE go; ,
Prove each day His wounds more healing,
And Himself more fully know,"
And after many years and changing scenes, still it is, that I may
more fully know Him, realize more and more of that all.atoning blood,
which alone can scarlet sinners and crimson sinners ma\;e wbite as
snow and wool, for He says, "there is no spot in thee." My object in
intruding on your notice is to know if you have any trace of the piece
referred to, and where ,i.t is .to be obtained. Thanking you in anticipation,
I remain, dear Madam, yours sincerely,
Decembel' 7th. 1896.
W. H.
HALF

HOURS

WITH

THE, BIBLE.

• "And they of Beth-sh~mesh were 1'eaping theiT wheat harvest in the valley:
and they lifted up thew' eyes and saw the ark, and TeJoiced to see it."vi. 13.
Israel went out to "battle aga'nst the Philistines, and pitched
at Ebenezer, it pleased Jehovah, in the inscrutable purpose of His
will, to cause them to be smitten before the Philistines. Beloved, the
1 SAMUEL
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Lord suffera a temporary advantage to be gained by our enemies, to
try our faith, to exhibit His power, and that glory may redound to
His own great Name. Hence do we find Him at another time, when
Saul asked counsel of Him, saying, "Shall I go down after the
Philistines 1 wilt Thou deliver them into ·the hand of Israel 1" that
the Lord" answe1'ed Him not that day." Hi; time will always be found
to be the best time. Our haste would but plunge us into difficulties,
which our God mercifully saves us from.
But in that signal victory on the part of the Philistines, to which
we have just alluded, a more than ordinary trial awaited the Lord's
people. The a1'k of God-the symbol of the Di'liine presence-was taken.
Poor old Eli sat all the time upon a seat by the wayside watching,
for his htart trembled for the ark of God j and when a messenger came
breathless to him to tell him that the ark was taken, he fell from
his seat backward, and his neck brake, and he died. The Philistines
having brought the ark into Ashdod, set it in the house of Dagon,
a temple dedicated to that god, and in which his image was erecterJ,
and by the side of that miserable heathen deity they dared to place
the sacred ark. The consequence was, the unseen hand of a frowning
God levelled their idol to the ground, and when their worshippers at
early dawn went to pay him their accustomed homage, they found
their Dagon on the threshold, with his hpad and both the palms of
his hands cut off-a fit emblem of the destruction of idolatry. And
now the men of Ashdod became alarmed, and to consider the ark
in their possession was the cause of all their trouble, so that unitedly
they called out, "Send away the ark of tl;le God of Israel, and
let it go again to his own place."
And is not this just the
language of the world 1 The name of Jesus distresses them; thq
cannot bear the sacred name mentioned in their midst, it puts a stop
to their revelry. Yea, only let a follower of the Lord Jesus be thrown
into their company, and they become uneasy and nervous; and only
wish that he would go to his own place. And do we not, beloved,
in our daily contact with the world, experience a shyness on the pan
of those by whom we are surrounded 1 We may say very little, but
we seem to say enough, and act enough, to cause them to think that
we are singular and strange beings, that they cannot understand; they
wish that we would go to our own company. Well, the Philistines make hasty and immediate arrangements to get rid of the ark.
A new cart is made, cattle that have come under no yoke are procured,
and they take the ark of the Lord, and lay· it upon the cart, and "send
it away, that it may go." "And they of Beth-shemesh were reaping
. their wheat harvest in the valley: and they lifted up their eyes, and
saw the ark, and rejoiced to see it." Notice, beloved, the position
of thA people when the ark arrived-" they We1'e 1'eaping their wheat
hm'vest in the valley," Doubtless they had left their homes in a sorrowful spirit, and while compelled to labour on, there was an inward
depression felt at the absence of that which they most craved. Beloved,
do you not know what it is thus to feel weighted down to the very
earth 1 You have left your homes for the duties of the day, without
any manifestation of the presence of Jesus; without feeling aught of
the precious influence of the Holy Spirit. There has been no waking
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at early dawn with a fresh promise applied, no morning word gi\·en.
There may have been family prayer, but it has been cold work. The
heavens have appeared as brass above you, and a stoical indifference to
the things of God has almost entirely prevailed. You drag heavily
to your accustomed duties and difficulties, think your lot bard and
labours excessive; but anon you behold the long absent ark-Jesus
breaks through the gloom. Oh then, how light-hearted in a moment!
Like the men of Beth-shemesh, you lift up your eyes, and see the ark
of the Oovenant, and rejoice to see it.
But, notice further the time when the ark arl1,ved. It was cc at the reaping
of t,he wheat harvest," a time when they were busily engaged. Ah!
does not Jesus break in upon us sometimes when the d'uties of life are
heaviest? as if to signify, "All right, Ohristian, you are in the path of
duty, be diligent therein; labour at your calling; be not behindhand
in vigilance and attention with the worldling; show that practical
religion makes the best masters and the best servants." Yet all the while,
in an upper current, be looking out for tbe ark, the manifestation of
the presence of Jesus. Reap the wheat harvest <. in the valley." Yes,
down in that lowest position, in the 1Jalley-no matter how lowly a
position-the Father's eye is upon thee. He looks upon the lowly
lily of the field, and the little, tender Ohristian down there, just creeping behind the rock, depend upon it, is not overlooked, Well, the
men of Beth-shemesh, when they lifted up their eyes and saw the ark,
"rejoiced to see it." And does it not become a supreme joy to us to
look up and see Him whom the ark typified ~ We may be bending
in toil, but what a relief to beho~d Him! How the burden drops;
how lit up the countenance becomes; how joyous the inward feelings.
And why ~ Because in Him is centred all our hope~.
Just one thought more, beloved, for our half·hour is well-nigh gone.
The men of Beth-shemesh did wrong afterwardo. They tried to lift the
lid of the m'le, and look within. This was forbidden. Are we not
taught thereby tbat we must wait our time? With patient endurance
we must go on reaping the lcheat han;est in the valley, looking forward,
and longing for t.he time wben, the harvest over, there shall be no
more reaping, but all rejoicing; no more back-breaking, but the uplifted gaze for ever on Him in \Vh( se presence is fulness of joy, and
at whose right hand are pleasures for evermore.
Oheer up, beloved; all is well. Reap on, though it be down in
yonder valley; thou shalt bave occasional glimpses of thy Jesus here,
and behold Him face to face hereafter.
Yours in this anticipation,
G. O.
Bow, London, Feb;'ual'Y, 1858.
PRAYER is chiefly a heart work· God heareth the heart without the
mouth but never heareth the m~uth acceptably without the heart.
Your prayer is odious hypocrisy, mocking God, and taking His name in
vain, when you utter petitions for the coming of His kingdom, and the
doing His will, and yet hate godliness in your heart. This is lying unto
Gl)d, and flattering Him with your lipo, but no true prayer; and so
God takes it (1 S3.m. i. 13; Psalm xxvii. 8; lxxviii. 36).-Mm'shal.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSIO~ TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the EditoT oj the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-I am very pleased to be able to state that several kind
friends have given grants of the late Mrs. HOBLYN'S tracts. I tender
them my warmest thanks. We should be glad of further grants. ,lYe
circulate them with pleasure, feeling assured that God will own and
b~eEs them to souls. That is our prayer. If a poor sinner were brought
lllgh through their instrumentality, or an afflicted saint brought, out of
Satan's snare by means of one little book, it would be a matter for
gratitude and praise to all eternity. A piece of dear Mr. COWE~L'S
was made the means of delivering a child of God out of a terrIble
snare of the arch-enemy. To God be all the praise! I mention this,
as it encourages us to go forward sowing the seed, not knowing what
good may be accomplished, l~nder God. I thank you for your kind
toot-note to this month'" letter. We feel increasingly convinced that
sound reading was never more needed than now. The following letter
is from a friend who has distributed large quantities of truth for many
years in London :Please accept thanks for parcel, especially for those little valuable
Oxford tracts. I am so glad of them, also the Gospels and Psalms. I
hc.pe you may still be able to continue the parcel; I should miss it very
much. I have had many proofs that I h<l.ve not laboured in vain. Only
].st Sunday a godly man said he was· much blessed by an old GOSPEL
MAGAZINE. May God Almighty bless you all still, and, by His sovereign
m"rcy, we hope to meet where sorrow and sighing will not be known.

Thanking you very much for your kind insertion, and with Christian
regards,
Yours very_sincerely, .
1, Wilton Place, SalisbuTy, MaTch 6th, 1897.
ANN E. BRIDER.

PROPHECY.
To the EditoT of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-Since writing "Passing Thoughts," on the 10th, the
"Concert of Europe," the "great OIles of the eartb/' have confedt-rated together, and have decided tbeir plans of aet.ion. "Coercion"
is their watchword, and it may prevail j01' the present; but a student of
the Book of Daniel and the Book of Revelation indicates that great
events are yeG to take place on this earth, and that the time of our
redemption draweth nigh. One King,
" Jesus, shall reign where'er the sun
Do~s his successive journeys run;
His kingdom stretch from shore to shore.
Till ill oons shall wax and wane no more."
Commentators agree that the precise time is alone with Him who
ruleth over all from the beginning. "'Ye can only conjecture; time
alone can with certainty discover." "It is tbe nature of such prophecies, not to be thoroughly understood till they are thoroughly fulfilled."
A very important benefit may be deriVEd by the Christian reader
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from the study of the wondrous series of prophecies. He sees that
ihe political concerns of thi5 world, the rise and fall of empires, the
cbanges and revolutions in states and 1)ingnoms, proceed in exact
accordance with a plan laid down by the All-wise and Almighty
Governor. Although. much is still enveloped in clouds, darkness, and
obscurity, he may find some openings which afford him satisfactory
views of this great plan, according to which the affairs of this world
are regulated. Not inquiring into the minute questions of detail, but
devoutly admiring the general and harmonious results of this glorious
scbeme, he is led to place less reliance on human calculations and conjectures, and to look forward to that glorious day wben, "afte:r these days,"
he shall join with the vast multitude in the song of praise, "All~luia:
for the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth."
Dawlish, March 19th, 1t197.
. V. P. H.
THE WEARY AT REST.
• ' Write [saith the Spi1'it], Blessed are the dead that die in the L01'd, fur they
1'est jT01I1 their lab01brs."
HERE 'we 'must be content to dwell in the tents of Redar; hereafter we shall be within the curtains of Solomon. Heaven is the
only place 'of which it may be truly said, "There the weary are at
rest."
There are four things will keep God's dear children from sitting down
upon earth to rest, namely: Grace, corruption, devils, and wicked
men. G,ace will not suffer us to rest here, for all its tendencies are
upward, looking and longing for the "blessed hope," teaching each
pilgrim to seek a better country, "whose builder and maker is God,"
keeping us from making our nest here below. Our corruptions will
keep us from rest here, continually exercising our spirits, keeping us
constantly on our watch tower; and our hands will be full of work
caused by our hearts day by day-at one time to prevent sin, and at
another to lament it, and always to endeavour to mortify it. Sin will
never suffer us to be quiet (Rom. yii. 21-23); and if our hearts do
[lot break our rest, then Satan will be sure to do it. He will find
work enough with his temptations and uggestions, and unless we can
sleep quietly in his arms as the wicked do, there is no rest possible.
"Your adversary the devil, as a roaring liOll, goeth about seeking
whom he may devour" (1 Ptller v. ). Nor will Satan's servants
and instruments ever let us be quiet on this side heaven. " My soul"
(said dear David, the man after God's own heart) "is among lions;
and I lie even among them that are set on fire, even the sons of
men, whose teeth are spears and arrows, and their tongue a sharp
sword." ""Yell, then, be content to enter into rest as Christ did.Flarel.

"VE should bp, doubt.les3, deprived of innumera.ble instances of
3 ehovah's love if we had no brought-low seasons, and should not know
the consolation of His sympathy and soothing if we were spared
~orrow.- Oowel!.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
crisis in the East has not yet passed away, but there is great h~pe
that a sa!isfactory settlement will be accomplished by the united actIOn
of the chIef European Powers. They seem determined to release Crete
from Turkish rule, which will be an immense advantage to its inhabitants;
and they are also resolved to stop, hy direct armed intervention, the dis·
astrous fighting which has been going on between the Mussulmans and
the Christians on the island; but they are not willing that Orete should
be annexed to Greece, as the Greeks so earnestly desire; and they insist
upon its being governed autonomically, under their own direction and.
control.
THE

HAPPILY, no more massacres are reported from the Asiatic provinces of
Turkey, the union of the Great Powers having apparently over-awed the
BulLan and his satellites to be more careful in their conduct; but the
condition of the Christian population there is described as being deplor..
able in the extremf', especially in Anatolia, where the Armenians are
subjected to oppression and injustice of the worst description by the
Mussulmans of the distr:ct, the Christians being unable to leave their
villages without exposing themselves to constant risk of robbery and even
murder. The Brilish Embassy at Constantinople has drawn the most
serious attention of the Porte to the condition of the district, and has
reqllf'stf'd that, immediate measures may be taken to prevent another
catastrophe.
THE expeditillll which was despatched to the city of Benin, in
Western Equatorial Africa, to punish the King of Benin and his
people for their cruel and treacherous massacre of the English officers,
accomplished its object in a very succe8sful manner. It met with
determined resistance, but eventually drove back the native forces
and took possession of their capital. The scenes which our soldiers
witnessed upon their entry there appear to have been almost inilescribable. It was a city steeped in human blood. The number of human
sacrifices found there was enormous, ann the most frightful cruelties
llppear to have been perpetrated. Truly" the dark places of the earth"
are still "full of the habit.at·ions of ·cruelty." BISHOP TuG WELL , of
Western Equatorial Africa, sees in the succer.s of tbis expedition,
and also of the Niger expedition, a grand opening for ObrisLian work.
He says, in a letter addresed to the Times, "By the vigorous action
of the Royal Niger Company an oppressed p~ople have been delivered,
a devastaLed country will now be re-populated, a sla,e-raiding kingdom
has been brought into subjection, and British prestige, carrying with it
security of life and propfrty, open high~ays, and the development of
trade, has been established and will be extended, not only throughout
the comparatively small kingdom of Nupe, but throughout the vast
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countries of the Hausas and Bornus. In the words of R~uter's Special
Service correspondent, 'the effect of these operations will reach right
across Africa to Khartum.' Dr. HARFORD-BATTERSBY correctly declares
that 'the victory of the Company's troops at Bida is the most important that has ever been gained by British arms in West Africa.'
Regarding the Hausas, the Rev. CHARLES ROBINSON, who in 1895
visited Kano (the Manchester of the Hausa country). says :-' Few
people at home can realize the enormous population existing in Hausaland.' It is estimated by MR. ROBTNSON at fifteen millions, or 1 per
cent. of the world's population. ·This vast population is knit together
by the bond of a common language; unlike the Coast tribes, the
Hausas possess a vernacular character and literature of their own.
In the capture of Bida, we are told, 'a number of valuable (Hausa)
manuscripts, books, and documents have beeu secured by SIR GEORGE
GOLDIE for the Hausa Association.' Moreover, they are great traders
and great travellers; they are to b3 found in considerable numbers in
Tripoli. in the north of Africa, and in all the larger towns on the
West Coast of Africa between Cape Coast Castle a.nd Lagos. The
. constabulary forces in the Gold Coast and Lagos colonies, in the Niger
Coast Protectorate and on the river Niger, are recruited mainly from the
Hausa tribes. As to their value as~ a fighting force, your Special
Correspondent has borne very high testimony. He writp,s :-' The battle
of Bida has proved that 600 Hausa troops, carefully drilled as infantry
and gunners, with thirty Englishmen of the right sort, can pulverize
a semi-civilized enemy numbering 20,000 to 30,000, strong in cavalry
and full of courage.' In the providence of God this great people,
enterprising and intelligent, together with the Nupes, who are also an
intelligent and powerful people, are for the first time brought. into
direct contact with European n::.tions, and their country has been
thrown open. Their future destiny is practically in England's hands.
How shall we shape it 1 'Africa,' wrote LrVIKGSTONE, 'is not a country
to be explored and exploited only, but to be pitied and redeemed.'
'If the people of this country,' Mr. CILUrBERLAIN has sai,i, 'out ·of
their superfluous wealth are not willing to invest some_ of this in the
development of what I have called their great estate [speaking of our
African colrlDies], then I see no future for these countrie~, and I think
it would probably have been better if they had never come under our
rule.' This sur~ly is a challenge to the Christian world; God has
thrown open thiS door, not only for the purpose of Ellropean trade,
hut also for the purpose of Africa's evangelization. The Royal Niger
Company, acting as an admini,tra,ive and commercial body, and in
the interest of an oppressed people, have done their work promptly,
effectively, and well. Is the Church of Christ prepared tc\ manifest
a like spirit 1 I shall be most grateful to you if you will permit me
through your columns to challenge the Christian world, to enable me
as their representative to entp,r this country before the close of this
year. It can be done and should be done. I know the country and
am prepared to €'nter it, but I shall need men and I shall need money.
Some twenty years ago Mr. STANLEY, the Afric~n exploror, challenged
Christian E[.gland to send the Gospel to Uganda. The challenge was
accepted by the Church Missionary Society, and we know the issue. The
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appeal which I make need be no less effective. The Hausas greatly
outnumber the people of Uganda, arid from an intellectual' standpoint are in no way inferior.
Moreover, the graves in Lokoja of
WILMOT BROOKE, ROBINsoN, and W ATNEY, of BISHOP HILL in Lagos,
and of MATHIAs at Forcados, men who laid down their lives in the
interests of' these nations, cry aloud unto us and bid us enter the land
they saw afar off, but were not permitted to enter."
THE famine in India still continues, and has assumed gigantic
proportions; but the generous contributions which have been sent from
England and elsewhere, together with the energetic measures adopted by
the Indian Government, have greatly helped to reduce the suffering and
the mor~ality caused by it. The Rev. E. D. PRICE, C.M.S., missionary
at Marpha, Mandla, Central Provinces, India, writes :-" The famine is
on us, and no mistake. Our compound is fined with starving people.
We have to-day one hundred names of starving children who receive
from UB two meals a day. Besides this we are giving work to fifty
people. We have had to erect tiny grass huts for some of the homeless wanderers. This place is like a big shop. All day long, people
are coming 'in and out for one thing or another. Some of' the sights
are most distressing. All day we have younger men, old men, women,
,and children coming here for relief. Some-not having sufficient means
·to help them-we send on to the relief works thirty miles off! Those
who are too ill to go we supply witll food here. The death-rate must
be enormous. In the Central Provinces there were, from January,
1896, to last September, as many as 76,000 deaths caused, either
-directly or indirectly, by starvation." A lady, who has just gone out
to' India, says :-" One morning we started out to see what was being
done for the famine-stricken people who had asselIibled from all parts
of the district to seek relief at the Government poorhouse, having been
literally starved out of' their homes. One naturally expected a sad sight,
but no imagination in this case could exceed the grim reality. There
were crowds of natives, men, women, children, and babies, squatting
about in true Eastern fashion-yes, the babies were Elquatting too, for
their child-nurses wer3 too faint to hold them. They were literally' in
-companies,' each division apart. The children were placed "t a safe
distance even from their own mothers, who, we are told, ate the
children's share as well as their own, so far does hunger make us sheer
animals. Poor little things! It was indeed a sight to make one's heart
ache, and feel 'ashamed of being so well off. The maj ority had no
clothes on at all; the rest had a few dirty rags, one corner of which
they had stuffed into their mouths to act as a respirator, for the air is
keen both at early morning and sunset. They were all ready waiting for
their breakfast., most appropriately so named. Judging by their faces
and skeleton-like bodies, the fast had been a long one. The food (dill
and rice) was dealt out by the overseers, who see that each gets his or
her appropriate share; only a little is given to the new corners, [J,S well
as to the able-bodied who refuse to work on the relief' works. Even the
children do their share of work, and coming back we saw crowds of'
.natives busily working on the roads, and in one part enlarging a tank.
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Barracks thatched with grass had been built as night shelters, with mats
running all the way round for them to sleep on. One of these wards is
set apart for the orphans-lately become orphans, as their parents had
died before help came. The organization of the relief given struck me
as being excell'3nt. The people are divided according to age, strength,
and ability, and something fouI1d for each one to do. They were all
ticketed and numbered, which prevents them from begging from door to
door. Another morning we went early to Basharatpore, a pretty little
nati ve Christian village, and here' arrangements were made for feeding
the heathen children in the district. At ten o'clock they have their
first meal, and long before that time children came straggling along, so
many of them carrying or helping tiny babies almost as large as them·
selves. There were more than a hundred and fifty gathered together by
the time that the food was cooked, and they were all seated in rows as
at the poorhouse. The food was cooked and handed out to them by
the kindest old motherly Christian. There they sat,childlike, with
their eager, expectant faces, but most unchildlike in their silence and
the looks of patient suffering. Most of them were far too stunned to
speak. When we went again, it was wonderful to notice the great
change in those who had been fed from the beginning. Each child
brings a plantain or a palm leaf, and spreads it out in front for the
cooked rice and dlii to be put on. A few had arranged one corner of
their rags most ingeniously on which to put their share. After their
meals they go back to their villages around; but some old houses in the
village have been appropriated for the use of the orphans, who will
most probably eventually go into the orphanage there."
THE condition of Madagascar under French rule is extremely unsatisfactory. The Jesuit priests, with the sanction, and even in some
cases with the support, of French officials, are terrorising the native
Protestants. A missionary writes :-" The teaching of French is made
compulsory in all schools throughout the country. In some places
schools have been closed by military authori y because the native teacher
was not proficient in that language. Everywhere the missionaries are
labouring to establish classes for instructing these poor school teachers.
in the hope that some of them may be able to teach their scholars
French during at least one·half of tbe time spent in school, according
to the regulation. .If French is no taught in our schools to the
satisfaction of the authorities, our scho ars will be given over to the
Jesuits, who will take the Scriptures away from them and compel
them to go to Mass and confession. This they have already done in
many instances. Scores, not to say hundreds, of the more ignorant
members of village churches in various districts have yielded to the
threats and compulsion of the Jesuits, and allowed themselves to be
swept into their fold, where the first thing done is to re-baptize them."
And the Jesuits are proceeding much further than this; they are
·forcibly seizing the, Protestant places of worship, both those which
belong to the natives and those which 3,re the property of British and
French missionary wcieties. They are ejecting the Prote,stant congregations and setting up, instead of Protestant worship, the Romanist
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service of the Mass. It is stated that at least twenty British mission
churches have thU3 been forcibly taken possession of. A missionary at
Antananarivo graphically describ2s one particular case which happened in a large village under his care. The inhabitants of that
village have for many years had Protestant services conducted in a
commodious church which they built themselves, aided by the missionaries. One Sunday morning, while the congregation was a'sembled
for the usual service, a Roman Catholic bishop appeared at the door
with a few followers, entered, and walking up to the platform desk,
announced that he had come to celebrate" Catbolic" worship. The
evangelist in charge replied that the building belonged to Protestants,
and that they wished to retain it for their own form of worship,
although, he added, they were all loyal subjects of France. The
bishop, however, persisted, and demanded that the congregation should
turn out, and that the building should be handed over to the Romanistp. Again the evangelist refused, and stated that as the building.
was their own, the congregation had a perfect right to use it as they
cbosE'. The bishop then summoned the headman of the village, and,
after a final but courteous protest, the congregation was compelled to
leavp, and to surrender thl\ir property to the Romanists. This is a
specimen of the action of Rome. When she has the power, she will
t,rong representations
rob and plunder without the slightest hesitation.
have been made to the British Foreign Office upon the subject, and also
by the French Protestant missionaries of the Parish ociety to the French
Government, but it is very doubtful whether they will be of any avail.
A CORRESPO~DENT from Spain, writing to the Christian, says :-" Years
of residence in Spain have opened our eyes to the character of Roman
Catholicism where she holds the supremacy. Cnristians,who never leave
the British shores, can have no conception of the true nature of the
system. By petty, but incessant and cruel, persecution llome 'wears out
the saints of the Most High' here in Spain. It, exasperates all one's sense
of justice to read such letters as that of the Roman Catholic B:sbop of
Limerick in a recent issue of The Times, asking 'Her Most Gracious
Majesty the Queen of England to grace the celebration of her "Diamond
Jubilee" in Ireland by completing the work of Catholic emancipation.'
The bishop speaks of 'perfect religious equality,' and pleads for a Catholic
university to be founded and endowed. 0 England, how thou art gulled. !
By thy worsbip of liberty thou wilt sell thine own freedom. In Spain
to-day archbishops and parish priests cry out for the return of the 'Holy
Inquisition' to 'rid the land of Protestant heretics.' The cry of Viva la
Virgen,. muera los Protestantes! C' Live the Virgin; death to the Protestants! ') rings daily in our ears, and the mob has stoned us while three
priests stood by to encourage them, many shouting, ' Kill them, kill them!
No one will punish you; the Queen is on our side,' meaning that she is a
Roman Catholic.
Think not this conduct is the fault of the poor
oppressed Spanish people. No; they are a noble race, but their misguided Government uph~lds Romani5m, "hile the "hole nation writhe
and groan to be free from the cruel tyranny. We are daily conversing
with Spanish Roman Catholics, and can prove all we statp."
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THE English Churchman is publishing a series of articles on "Facts
concerning the Inquisition, by a Graduate," w~i,ch are well worth reading.
The writer states that in March, 1893, a Roman Catholic, lecturing at
" Cardinal" V AUGHAN'S house, asserted that th<:l Romish Inquisition was
not known to have inflicted capital punishment {pr heresy or infidelity in
the whole course of its existence on more than four persons! It is a
marvel that a public lecturer should have the audacity to make such a
mendacious statement j he must surely have assumed that his hearers
were either utterly ignorant of some of the most well-known facts of
history, or that they wished to believe a lie j but the writer. of thEse
articles abundantly proves the falsity of his statement, and shows that
the number of the poor victims upon whom capital punishment in ever
so many different kinds of form-some of them the most barbarous and
revolting that it is almost possible to imagine-has been inflicted by
that hell-inspired institution, the Romish Inquisition, is legion. The
records of that odious and diabolical institution furnish ample proof
that the Church of Rome, through it, has been "drunk with the blood
of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus."

A GOOD and great man has just passed away, and the Church of
Christ on earth will miss his useful services-General Sir ROBERT PHAYR E,
G.C.B. He was highly distinguished in his military career, proving
bimself to be an extremely brave and efficient officer; and of late
years he has done good work at bome, vigorously supporting many
excellent societies, and strongly advocating their cause. He was much
beloved by a large circle of Christian friends in London, and he was
known to many thousands elsewhere, by his outspoken testimony to
Divine truth on hundreds of public pla.tforms. He" rests from his
D. A. D.
labours, and his works follow him."
A BRUISED REED.
I AM a bruised reed
The great Musician-King,
A worthless thing indeed;
Who teaches birds to sing,
A cumberer of the ground the King Could now breathe into my poor
doth own,
heart unsound,
An object all unmeet
And cause soft melody
For uses high and sweet,
To flow around from me
Fit for the fierce consuming fire In this sad world where sighs and
alone.
sobs abound.
I am a bruised reed;

But He who once had need
Of wild, unbroken colt upon His
way,
Still often deigns to use
What mOl'tals would refuse,
And even :me He could employ today.

He could divinely cheer ,
Some who, with many a fear
And much depression, sow the priceless seedCould comf0rt some that weep,
And waken some that sleep,
Through me-a prostrate, powerless,
bruised reed.
ISA.

THE election of grace is absolutely necessary to save one soul, while it
is so rich as to involve a sufficiency to save countless millions,-Hou:els.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society has for many years been favoured
with valuable support from ministers of the Gospel whose names and
memories are dear to the readers of this time-honoured and Divinelyblessed Magazine. Its late esteemed Editor, Dr. DOUDNEY, was one
o,f the warmest friends of the Institution, and the Oommittee are
thankful to have had for many years the sympathy and help of the
present beloved Editor.
The financial year, which closed on March 31st, has been marked by
a large increase in the number of pensioners, no fewer tban 1,424 being
upon the books, and receiving in regular and permanent relief upwards
of £10,500 per annum. The ordinary income is inadequate to meet
tbis expenditure, and the Oommittee are making an earnest effort to
increase the Fee income of the Society (cbat is, income not charged
with pensioners), by subscriptions and donations, especially the former.
If every reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZITE could become an anll;ual
subscriber of·.7s., or some such an amount, fro~ another friend, an
excellent memorial of Her ~a' esty's Diamond Jubilee would be
instituted, and the Lord's aged poor be ble;:sed thereby.
The Ninetieth Annual Meeting, to be held (D.V.), on Monday evening,
May Srd, at six o'clock, in the Mansion House, by kind permi~sion of
the LORD M4-yoR, will, it is hoped, be a large gathering. Oards of
admission will be gladly sent to any friends applying for them. Alderman Sir J. SAVORY,. Bart., M.P, will preside, and the Meeting will
be addressed by the DEAN of
ORWICH, Lhe Revs. W. SINDEN, Dr.
THORNToN,and Mr. M. J. TRYON; F. A. BEVA", Esq., W. H. COLLINGRIDGE, Eeq., W. J. PARKS, Esq., E. RAWLINGS, Esq., and other
gentlemen.
.
An incident connected with the departure of one of the pensioners
will give a glimpse of thecE"aracter oCtliose whom the Society assists:,. J. K., our old pilgrim, entered his rest in the early morning. A few
hours before his death he raised his right band, and, with deep
emotion, said, 'Bless the Lord, the confiicc's over, the victory won.'
I said, 'You are very near the end of you.r journey, you will soon see
Jesus Ohrist, and be like Him.' 'Oh, my dear sir,' he said, 'I have
prayed for that for years, and what a transforming sigh it will be!'
He was a wonderful man; such refinement of manner, very gifted in
expressing himself, and one who had passed through deep w3ters with
corresponding marked deliverances. We shall greatly miss him."
J. T. HAZELTO", ec. A.P.F.S.
BELOVED, no matter where it is, if J esU3 is there, the spot is
ballowed, the shop a very sanctuary, the barn a BetheJ, the field a
paradise, the. garden celestial ground; and a higher . rivilegecannot be
enjoyedlJpon earth than to walk and talk "ith J eSIlS, either alone
or in fellowship with ·His dear chosen ones. "In that field," said a
dear fellow-traveller Zionwards. to'--1ll£ the _othjlr day, ,. have I wrestled
with my God in prayer." "In that garden," said anot.ber, "I bave been
in the embraces of Jesus.'" "l1bat gate," says a third, "has been te me
the very gate of heaven in ·experience."-Cov;fll..
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From our Dead Se7ves to Higher Things. By FRED. JAMES GAUT, F.R.C.S.,
Author of The Lord of Humanity, &c. London: Nisbet and Co. Price
3s.6d.
THIS is a singular book. It is written by a layman, a skilled surgeon,
who evidently has had considerable experience of the sorrows, sufferillgs,
and failings of human nature; and he draws a very vivid picture of them;
bllt we think that he fails in an accurate and clear description of the only
true and lasting remedy. We give a brief extract from the first part of
his book:"Hereby we know that we have passed from death unto life, because we
love the brethren;" surely that experience opens up the conception that
to know, pWl:(ressively, more and more the futness of an Infinite love will
be life eternal; a state of being begun in this world and consummated in
the countless ages of eternity. Love and hatred are opposite and irreconcilable natures. Both are motor powers of activity, but in opposite directions. Both these passions are objective; they relate to something
external, unless in the form of self·love and self-hatred. and they relate also.
properly speaking, to some other person or persons. But love and hatred
are antagonistic. Love transcends the narrow confines of self; love is all
comprehensive of mankind and of every sentient being; love is self-sacrific.
ing; it holds irresistible sway in the world's affairs; and it is deathless,
eternal. Hatred is self-loving, and it may be all-comprehensive of evil
intent towards others; it is never self-sacrificing; it is powerless in ruling
through the fear that it excites; and it ultimately destroys the soul of its
possessor: The evil one-himself the very impersonation of hatred-is never
more potent in accomplishing man's destruction than by working through
his passions. Re would thus also break up the brotherhood of mankind;
and by exterminating, if possible, the motive power of love, would alienate
his victim, and detach him from the Infinite Love from whence he came.

...

How to Read the Bible. Hints for Sunday chool Teachers and other
Bible Students. By W.ALTER F. ADEJ.,\,EY, M.A., Professor of New
Testament Exegesis, &c. New College, London. London: .Tames
Clark and Go.
·WITH some of these "hints" we can thoroughly agree, but certainly,
not with others. For example: "Read every passage in the light of its
context;" "Note the distinctive character and purpose of each book
of Scripture," &c., may be really useful "hints;" but what about
such "hints" as the following '1--" The peculiarity about this book
[Daniel] is that it is now proved to have been written some four
hundred years after the times to which it refers," &c. We do not
believe any such thing. Such a "peculiarity" has never been proved,
nor will it, we believe, ever be proved. The evidence and proofs are
far too strong the other way.
An ancient heathen writer, Porphyry,
brought forward a similar theory, but he utterly failed to establish it .
The very languages in which the book is written determine its age,
proving that it must have been written during, or very near, the time
of the Captivity, and completely disproving the fiction of Porphyry;
and the references to several salieI\t points of history, mentioned in
the Book of Daniel, in subsequent Jewish history, and prior to the
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later date mentioned, besides the evidence of the Jewish historian,
J osephus, entirely refute such an idea. Its untenableness has been
.abundantly shown by some of the ablest commentators and writers of
modern times. The sole support upon which it has rested is some
fDolish doubts as to the possibility of prophecy in genera.l, and as to
the probability of prophecy so minute in particular.
Prayer in the Fow' Gospels. By W. E. WINKS, Author of Thoughts on
Prayer, &c. London: Baptist Tract and Book Society. Price Is. 6d.
AN exhaustive treatise on the subject of prayer as taught and illustrated in the Four Gospels. The author says :-'; Everything we can
learn anout prayer, as taught us in the life and words of our Lord, is of
value to the devout student of the New Testament Scriptures. In our
examination and comparison of the allusions to prayer in the Four
Gospels, no detail will appear trivial, if it assists us in our
endeavour to obtain a complete view of all that He said and di'i,
during His sojourn upon earth, as our Teacher and Exemplar, when
we draw near to the throne of grace." The work is embellished by
some beautiful views of sacred spots.
The Fireside, Home Words, Hand and Heart, and The Day of Days.
London: Home Words Office, Paternoster Square.
THESE excellent periodicals continue to supply wholesome, interesting,
and instructive matter for home reading, and are well worth extensive
support and circulation.

ALSO RECEIVED :-The Medical Side of the Drink Question,. Present
Day Tracts,. Monthly LetteJ' of the PTotestant Alliance; Light and Truth;
The Life-boat; Regions Beyond, &c.
DEAR children of God, little do we know what times may befall us.
There is much danger abroad, and, we have cause to fear, not far from
us. It may be even now the clouds hang over our heads. Oh, if we
would be hid in the day of .the Lord's wrath, and have no evil come
nigh our dwellings, let us, above all things in the world, make "our
calling and election sure" in Christ, and our title to the promises.
"They that know Thy name will trust in Thee," saith David (Psalm
. ix. 10). Oh the blessed estate of the true Christian, that now he may
be acquainted with God! that, through a precious Ohrist, there is always
a'throne of grace to fly unto! BleBsed thought! come what will, our
Covenant God will be a sanctuary alid abiding place to us. A Christian
carries his Rock and sure Defence about him. " I will be unto them a
little sanctuary in all places," saith the Lord. Oh, what a most
unspeakable comfol t to have a "wall of fire" always cOlllpassing us
about, a shield our enemies must break through before they can come
at us! - He that puts all his trust in J ehovah shall be recompensed with
mercy on every side. It is no matter what trials we may have, and what
dangers we may be exposed to. Though we may be in the midst of
disease, death, and hell, or any trouble whatsoever, if we commit ourselves
entirely to the Lord in faithfulness, we shall be perfectly safe and secure
in the evil day.- DJ'. Sibbes, 1620.

