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JESUS-THE SIN-BEARER.
" Who His own self bare 01U sins in His men bOLly on the tJ·ee."1 PETER ii. 24.
THE late revered JAMES HARIXGTO:\ EVA:\s had a saying concerning
the LORD JESUS CHRIST equally forceful and truthful: "lIe was as
incapable of sin as the victim was of moral pollution: yet He was
truly the SIN-BEARER. Sin was as truly imputed a~ if committed-el88
had He not died." This subject opens up for us the greatest wonders
of sovereign grace, of everlasting mercy, and of ineffable love. The
spotless LAMB of GOD suffering the penalty due to human sin must
be considered the most startling marvel in the universe! Yet, alas,
how often is it treated as a mere matter of fact, and spoken of in
terms of cold indifference, if not in a spirit of heartless criticism!
At the present hour the Press pours forth an unceasing stream of
literatme of which it may be said that hostility to the wondrous
cross of Christ appears to be its supreme inspiration. Perhaps, among
the abounding e,ils of these last days, there is none which does so
much dishonour to the name and truth of GOD as that which denies
the atoning character of the death of CHRIST, for it practically accounts
the blood of the Covenant an unholy, or common thing (Heb. x. 29).
The vicarious atonement for sin "Which the SON of GOD made when
He bowed His blessed head on the cmse-tree, lies at the very root of
the sinner's salvation. Only through the shedding of blood is forgiveness of sin morally and legally possible, for "the wages of sin is
death," and either sin's penalty must be lawfully paid by the transgressor himself, or by a substitute capable of satisfying all the
attributes of Deity. The utter and eternal hopelessness of a guilty
sinner's offering an adequate satisfaction to an infinitely holy GOD, by
either suffering or service, is obvious, when we realize the
true nature of sin, as it is revealed in the sacred ""Vord. All
actual sin is the fruit of inherent sin.
The tree being corrupt,
its fruit is evil, and only evil, always evil. By ADAM'S apostasy
from his CREATOR man became the enemy of GOD.
"The carnal
mind is enmity against God" (Rom. viii. 7), and, as such, it
possesses neither inclination nor ability to please Him.
"There
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is ncne" among all Adam's posterity who naturally, and of his
own will, seeks after GOD" (Rom. iii. 11). The best works of the
unregenerate are only dead works. As the XlIIth Article of the
Church of England scripturally declares :-" Works done before the
grace of CHRIST, and the inspiration of His SPIRIT, are not pleasant to
GOD, forasmuch as they spring not of faith in JESUS CHRIST, neither
do they make men meet to receive grace, or (as the School-authors
say) deserve grace of congruity: yea rather, for that they are not done
as GOD hath willed and commanded them to be done, we doubt not.
but they have the nature of sin." Birth-sin is a nature, and the natural
man is a sinner independently of any acts of sin. It was this great
moral truth that led David, when convinced of actual sin, to exclaim,
"Behold, I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive
me" (Psalm li. 5). That which is born of the flesh-of sinful fleshis flesh, and only flesh.
The flesh can never rise above its own
debased level. Its sphere is self. Self-love, not love to GOD or to
the Law of GOD, is the dominating, constraining principle which
operates in us all by nature. Apart from the work of the HOLY
SPIRIT, we "sow to the flesh," and so reap the han"est of corruption.
Our estate is one of obdurate unbelief and in,eterate ignorance. The
will of GOD has no place in our hearts.
"Evil men "-and such
are all fallen Adam's race-" understand not judgment" (Prov.
xxviii. 5)-" There is no fear of GOD before their eyes" (Rom. iii. 18).
Thus, the life of every man-however in the case of some it may
(outwardly judged) appear otherwise-is an unbroken existence of
alienation from GOD and rebellion against His righteous will. Yet, at
this point of desperation in man's condition, the glorious Gospel of
the grace of GOD steps in! Oh," how beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of Him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth
peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy GOD reigneth!" (Isaiah lii. 7.) The
glorious news that the GOD of justice and truth has found a Ransom
for an undone, guilty, helpless people '\"as heralded in our fallen
world by the DIVINE REDEEJ\IER Himself when He bowed His heacl
on the cross, and died "the Just for the unj ust." N ever was the
precious substance of the Gospel promise more eminently set forth"He shall make an end of sins" (Dan. ix. 24)-than when an
adorable SUBSTITU'l'E, hanging on the tree of shame, declared with
His expiring breath, "It is finished!" "An end of sins!"
But, what is "sin?" The Bible tells us that "sin is the transgression of the law." CHRIST crucified answered that question in the
exceeding bitter cry which He uttered from the deeps of a broken
heart, ":My GOD, :My GOD, why hast Thou forsaken Me?" The caverns
of hell reply to the same tremendous question by "the smoke of
their torment which ascendeth up for ever and ever" (Rev. xiv. 11).
Sin is an infinite evil committed against an infinite GOD, and merits
infinite punishment, as we have already said.
Its penalty is "the
second death," or eternal separation from GOD'S holy presence. But
GOD, manifest in flesh,' was pleased, through grace, to place Himself
in the position of His disobedient, guilty people, to take upon Him-
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self the entire burden of their iniquities, transgressions, and sins, and
by an all-meritorious self-sacrifice to justify their persons, and secure
for them an everlasting salvation. "'Who His own self bare OU?' sins
in His own body on the tree." Yes, verily, JESUS, EMMANUEL, "God
with us" (Matt. i. 23), was "made sin for us" (2 Cor. v. 21), was
"made a cmse for us" (Gal. iii. 13). Since against GOD only
(Psalm li. 4) sin is committed by man, GOD only can find a ransom for
the sinner, and the joyful news of Gospel salvation is summed up in
the one sentence," I have found a Ransom." GOD has indeed, as
ABRAHAM said to ISAAC, when the latter was under sentence of death,
and on his way to the altar, provided" Himself a Lamb for a burnt
offering" (Gen. xxii. 8).
"Behold the LAMB of GOD, which taketh
away the sin of the world" (John i. 29). On JESUS, the divinely
appointed and willing SUBSTIUTE for a guilty people, their every sin,
past, present, and to come, was imputed, and in His sinless Person
was exhausti,ely judged. What a goodly company of witnesses to
this blessed truth the holy Scriptures supply! Among them are
these: "I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy sins" (Isaiah
xli,. 22); "He shall save His people from their sins" (Matt. i. 21);
"Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are
eovend" (Rom. iv. 7); "He gave Himself for our sins" (Gal. i. 4); He
hath "by Himself pU1'ged our sins" (Heb. i. 3). Thus, there is left
to the true believer in CHRIST" no more conscience of sins" Heb.
x. 2): and, certainly, since sin has by the once-accepted sacrifice of
the LORD JESUS been judicially cancelled, "there is no more offering
for sin" (Heb. x. 18). "For this purpose the SON of GOD was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil" (1 Johr. iii.8),
and sin is Satan's masterpiece.
"And hamng spoiled principalities
and powers, He made a show of them openly, triumphing ove1' them
in Himself" (Col. ii. 15, margin). The type of the scape-goat, on the
Day of Atonement, is full of instruction for us in connection with
the office of CHRIST, as the SIN-BEARER of the Chmch. Thus it was
ordained under the" shadow of good things to come "-" And AARON
shall lay both his hands upon the head of the live goat, and confess
over him all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their
transgressions in all their sins, putting them upon the head of the goat,
and shall send him away by the hand of a fit man into the wilderness" (Lev. xvi. 21). And into the wilderness the divinely appointed
substitute for guilty Israel was accordingly led by the hand of" a fit
man "-" a man of opportunity," says the marginal reading, that is,
a man known to be trustworthy, responsible, willing, so that the
typical burden-bearer might not ever return into the camp. The sins
of GOD'S blood-justified, believing people are divinely forgotten as
well as forgiven (Heb. x. 17).
Oh, dear fellow-believers, what sr.all we say to these things 1 "If.
GOD be FOR US, who can be against us 7" (Rom. viii. 31.) Evidently,
when JEHOVAH will have mercy, He has mercy. None can then stay
His delivering, loving hand. In a past eternity He freely set His
heart upon this stupendous work of redeeming rebel sinners from.
the wrath to come. Even the sacrificing of the SON of His love, of
R 2
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His co-equal and co-eternal SON, din. not bar His free grace salvation
purpose! "I and My FATHER are one." Thus," they went both of
them together" (Gen. xxii. 6). The cross of CHRIST represents a wondrous meeting-place. There the sins of the" great multitude which
no man can number" (Rev. vii. 9) were all caused "to meet on
Him," the crucified SIN-BEARER (Isaiah liii. 6, l1wl·gin). There the
GOD of Justice met the SURETY of the everlasting Covenant, and
demanded of Him the blood which alone could seal effectively the
instrument of our eternal redemption (Heb. xiii. 20). The four
corners of the great altar of sacrifice-hitherto separated-were there
and then brought into eternal harmony by the infinitely meritorious offering of the KINSMAN of the FATHER'S scattered and alienated
family, as the Psalmist so wonderfully expresses it, "Mercy and
truth are met together,. righteousness and peace have kissed each
other" (Psalm lxxxv. 10). That blessed body on which, by imputation, all the sins' of all GOD'S elect and beloved people were placed,
was raised from the dead without a taint of those sins remaining,
and in the self-same body the glorified Sax of GOD to-day sits at the
right hand of the MAJESTY on high, Head over all things to the
Church, which is His body mystical. And, beloved brethren in Him,
as surely as the literal boly of CHRIST "as raised from the dead, and
exalted to heavenly glory, "ill His spiritual, His mystical body, His
sin-purged people, "be fashioned like unto His glorious body" (Phil.
iii. 19), and be perfectly transformed into His likeness as that of
"the Firstborn among many brethren" (Rom. viii. 29). He has been
made like us in sin (Rom. viii. 3), and we, as believers in Him, through
grace, must put on His heavenly image (1 Cor. xv. 49). Yet a little
while, and our present marred conformity to Him shall give place
for the display of resurrection identity with our glorified FORERUNNER
(Heb. vi. 20). Oh, that, meanwhile, our faith may rest implicitly on
the foundation truth set forth in the Scripture passage which stands
at the head of our "Family Portion," for, a faith-grasp of that most
certain averment made by the HOLY GHOST, supplies all the consolation, peace, joy, and strength we need for life, death, and eternity.
Be it ours to dwell often and intently on CHRIST in His atoning office
of SIN-BEARER, and to seek with untiring devotion to serve Him "ho
so loved us as to give Himself f01' us-" a sacrifice to God for a
No subject more humbling,
sweet-smelling savour" (Eph. v. 2).
more truly sanctifying in its effect upon our daily conversation, more
stimulating of obedient service, or more influential in spiritual fruitfulness, could possibly occupy our constant, prayerful consideration
than this of CHRIST'S being made sin for us, a curse for us! Each
SPIRIT-taught reader of these lines will, we earnestly trust, be led to
contemplate with fresh concern this wondrous relation of the LORD
JESUS to His people. Oh, beloved in CHRIST, this is the theme which
will occupy us for ever in the New Jerusalem. The inspiration of the
ceaseless songs of the glorified is, "Unto Him that loved us, and
washed us from our sins in His own blood, and hath made us kings
and priests unto GOD and HIS FATHER; to Him be glory and dominion
for ever and ever. Amen" (Rev. i. 6).
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"0 Christ, what burdens bowed
Thy head!
Our load was laid on Thee;
Thou stoodest in the sinner's
stead,
Bearing all ill for me :
A Victim led,Thy blood was shed;
Now there's no load for me.

"The tempest's awful voice was
heard,o ChrilSt, it broke on Thee!
Thy open bosom was my ward,
It braved the storm for me.
Thy form was scarred-Thy
visage marred;
Now cloudless peace for me.

" Death and the curse were in our
cupo Uhrist, 'twas full for Thee!
But Thou hast drained the last
dark drop'Tis empty now for me!
That bitter cup-Love drank it
up;
Now blessing's draught for me.

,. Jehovah bade His sword awake,o Christ, it woke 'gainst
Thee!
Thy blood the flaming blade
must slake;
Thy heart its sheath must be,All for my sake, my peace to
make;
Now sleeps that sword for me.

" The Father lifted up His rodo Christ, it fell on Thee!
Thou wast sore stricken of Thy
God·
There'~ not one stroke for me.
Thy tears, Thy blood, beneath it
flowed;
Thy bruising healeth me.

" The Holy One did hide His faceo Christ, 'twas hid from Thee!
Dumb darkness wrapt Thy soul
a space,The darkness due to me;
But now that face of radiant
grace
Shines forth in light on me.

" For me, LORD JESUS, Thou hast died,
And I have died in Thee;
Thou 'rt risen; my bands are all untied,
And now Thou liv'st in me.
When pmified, made white, and tried,
THY GLORY then for me."
Oh, brethren in CHRIST, the crucified and now glorified One, let us
more constantly meditate upon these things, and so give ourselves
wholly to them" that our profiting may appear to all" (1 Tim. iv. 15).
THE EDITOR.
.ASSLRA~CE.
"

ASSURANCE is glory in the bud; it is the suburbs of paradise; it is a
cluster of the land of promise; it is a spark of God; it is the joy and
crown of a Christian. A clear sight of our prosperity in God is the
very life of the promises, the life of ordinances, the life of providences,
the life of experiences, and the life of gracious evidences.
It is a
pearl of great price, it is our paradise, it is manna in the wilderness,
it is water out of a rock; it is a cloud by day, and a pillar of fire
by night; it is Jacob's ladder; it is a salve for every sore, it is physic
for every disease, it is a remedy for every malady; it is an anchor at
sea, and a shield on shore; it is a staff to support us, a pavilion to
hide us, a fire to warm us, a banquet to refresh us, a city of refuge
to secure us, and a cordial to cheer us.
",Vhat do we want more ~

-Brookes.
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THE ALPHA AND ONIEGA.
"1 am Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End, saith the
L01d."-REVELATIOX i. 8.
THE Person of Christ is the sole boast· of grace-saved sinners. "NIy
SOlll shall make her boast in the Lord," was the firm resolve of the
Psalmist, and like him every other subject of Divine redemption glories
only in the Lamb. The Person of Christ is so interwoven with His
work of salvation that a spiritual mind cannot contemplate the
one to the exclusion of the other. The death of Christ is one with
the Oh1"ist who died. Redemption apart from a Redeemer is an idea
abstract and unsatisfying. So, too, the idea of a conditional atonement, that is, an atonement that does not necessarily atone, fails, and
must always fail, to meet the demands of spiritual intelligence and
the requirements of Spirit-awakened conscience. The End of the
mediatorial work of Christ must be assured to faith before there can
exist any true peace in the soul.
It is ill this important connection, beloved fellow-believers, that
the profound titles which the sent Saviour appropriates to Himself
(in the passage of Scripture which stands at the head of my "Notes")
shine forth in the full majesty of Gospel glory and truth. They
proclaim to us that the counsels of the Father have been committed
into all-sufficient hands.
He, who, as "The Alpha," was with the
Father from "The Beginning," can lack no qualification or attribute
necessary to vindicate His title to be "The Omega" and" The End."
The Holy Scriptures clearly record the co-eternity of the Son and
the Father: "I and My Father are One;" and, ,. I was set up [Heb.
invested) from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was"
(John x. 30; Prov. viii. 23). Only" The Alpha" could with truth
thus speak.
Jesus reeeived His Name before the Incarnation-He
was the Saviour of His people "from their sins" from everlasting,
as saith the inspired Prophet Micah, " But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah,
though thou be little among the thousands of J udah, yet out of
thee shall He come forth unto :Jfe that is to be Ruler in Israel;
whose goings forth have been ever of old, from tVtrlasting " (:JIicah v. 2).
This title of "Alpha" is proper to Jehovah only, "I Jehovah, the
First, and with the Last" (Isaiah xli. 4). The eternal existence of
God the Son forms the very foundation-stone of our confidence. Were
Jesus any other than "the Mighty God, the E,erlasting Father"
(Isaiah ix. 6) our faith-anchor would necessarily prove to be but a
phantom and a delusion. We should be trusting in a merely created
being, a finite being, at best one who-not being very God-could not,
as a Daysman, lay His hand upon both God and man (Job ix. 33).
Such an High Priest had not become us! (Heb. vii. 26.) He who,
being "God of God, very God of very God," undertook, as Surety of
the Everlasting Covenant. to suffer once for sins, the Just One for
the unjust, showed Himself in due time to be " The End," as well as
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'" The Beginning." By His perfect obedience to the Law, and on
behalf of His people who were under the curse and obligation of
the Law, He exhausted all its positive and penal demands, and
thus, as the Apostle Paul declares, He became" the End of the Law
for righteousness to every oue that believeth" (Rom. x. 4).
By His
meritorious life and death He became" The Author [the Alpha, or
Beginning] of eternal salvation unto all them that obey Him"
(Heb. v. 9).
.
Creation and Redemption alike are His work. He is before all
things, He is their origin, their "Alpha," for Him creation itself was
brought into being (Rev. iv, 11). He is the essential image of God
the Father, as the Scripture saith, "Who is the imag~ of the invisible God, the Firstborn of every creature: for by Him were all
things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible
and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers; all things were created by Him, and for Him: and
He is before all things, and by Him all things consist. And He is
the Head of the body, the Church: who is the Beginning, the Firstborn from the dead;
that in all things He might have
the pre-eminence" (Col. i. 15-18).
Oh, brethren,
what "a
strong consolation" does this sure truth afford us who have
fled for refuge from the curse of the law, and from the accusing
sting of a guilty conscience! Inasmuch as grace has enabled
us to trust alone in the stability of the atoning, reconciling
work of "the Mighty God," all grounds for fear are effectually
dismissed from our minds. The" Alpha" is also the" Omega." Our
perfected salvation, for time and eternity, is comprehended within
those two illimitable extremes-for, to speak accurately, our Divine
Kinsman, our Melchisedec Redeemer, knOlYs "neither beginning of
days, nor end of life." He is verily" the same yesterday, to-day, and
for ever." The government laid upon His shoulder is an everlasting
dominion, and of His kingdom of grace in the hearts of His bloodpurchased people there shall be "no end." Nor, indeed, in any other
aspect of His regal administration shall He cease to be the King of
Righteousness-King of Salem-King of Peace.
Oh, brethren, fellow-soldiers in Jesus Christ, let us always seek to
rely on the Covenant character and office of our glorified Lord, as
"the Author and Finisher of faith." He is indeed" the Rock of
Ages," and humble, childlike, unreasoning faith-which is His own
gift-cannot fail to triumph over all poor nature's frames and
feelings"Faith can sing in days of sorrow,
All, all is well."
The appointments of the cross affect the Spirit-taught children of
God very differently to what the world imagines of them. For, the
believer in the loving, wise, 'gracious One who has ordained "all
things" for the Church's good, kisses the rod of paternal discipline
as being a token of sonship. "If ye endure chastening, God dealeth
with you as with sons; for what son is ,he whom the father chasteneth
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not 1 But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers,
then are ye bastards and not sons" (Heb. xii. 7, 8). The experimental
operations of the Holy Spirit in the elect are alike the beginning
and ending, or perfecting, of the ascended" Alpha and Omega." The
call of the sinner out of nature's darkness and death-state - the
sovereign act of the Author of life - is, according to Scripture,
inseparably connected with eternal glory, as we learn from the inspired
Epistle to the Romans: "Moreover whom He did predestinate, them
He also called: and whom He called, them He also justified: and
whom He justified, them He also glorified" (Rom. viii. 30). The way
by which the enthroned Redeemer conducts His called ones, though a
path of sharp discipline and painful exercise, is yet the "right
way," for it unerringly leads to the heavenly "city of habitation."
All that of soul-training lies between the regeneration of the sinner
by the sovereign grace of God and his final entrance into the kingdom of glory, originated in the love and wisdom of J ehovah, and
must end to His honour and praise. "Christ is all" for the salvation of those whom the Father gave unto Him (John xvii. 2).
"The work which His goodness began
The arm of His strength will complete;
His promise is Yea, and Amen,
And never was forfeited yet:
Things future and things that are now,
Not all things below nor above,
Can make Him His purpose forego,
Or sever my soul from His love."
These precious words of AUGUSTUS TOPLADY'S are fully justified by
Holy Writ, for all the inhabitants of the Rock of Ages have a bloodbought right to sing them. " J ehovah is a Rock, and His work is
perfect" (Deut. xxxii. 4). Oh, brethren, let us, then, sit down beneath
the shadow of this Great Rock, and abide in its covenanted security,
till the latest conflicts and storms appointed us end in the salvation
which is to bc brought unto us at the appearing of Him "whom not
having seen, we love; in whom, though now we see Him not, yet
believing. we rejoice with joy unspeakable, and full of glory" (1 Peter
i. 8). The" Alpha" of our present faith will shortly appear unto us
as the "Omega" of the promised glory.
Clitton.
J. O.
VISITS TO AND FROM JES-cS.
IN the relation we bear to Jesus in our nature, and the everlasting
relation in which we stand to Him through grace, ,,-e find sufficient
cause for holy joy, for the most sincere conviction that He takes
part in all that concerns us during our whole time-state here on
earth, as hereafter in glory. Yes! yes! Thou, dear Lord! Thou art
with them always, even to the end of the world.
In sickness to
soothe them; in trouble to help them; in temptations to succour
them; in all seasons to be their blessed portion, and at all times to
administer the suited grace to them in every time of need.-Hawlcej'.
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"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY?"
(NEHEMIAH.)

(Oontinued from page 158.)
WE have in this chapter of the book of life on earth a glimpse
into the character of those books out of which the dead will be
judged" according to their works" (Rev. xx. 12, and 2 Cor. v. 10).
,Ye know that "by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be
justified in His sight" (Rom. iii. 20); and we know also" God is a
righteous Judge," and" God is not unrighteous to forget your work
and labour of love, which ye have sLowed towards His name, in that
ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister. And we desire
that everyone of :rou do show the same diligence to the full assurancr of hope unto the end: that ye be not slothful, but followers of
them who through faith and patience inherit the promises" (Heb.
vi. 10-12). Doubtless for this reason this chapter is "written for
our learning." As in Numbers vii., eighty-nine verses are filled with
details of the exactly similar offerings of the twelve princes, with
the sublime conclusion that when the mediator offered them, "then
he heard the voice of one speaking unto him fron:. off the mercyseat, from between the two cherubims." Again, in Romans xvi. we
have a record of Gospel labourers, and in Malachi iii. 16, we are
reminded of them that" feared the Lord, spake often one to another,
and that a book of remembrance was written before Him for them
that feared the Lord, and that thought upon His name." So here
we haxe a minute and faithful register of labourers in God's building. "Then Eliashib the high priest rose up with his brethren the
priests, and they builded the sheep gate; they sanctified it, and set
up the doors of it; e,en unto the tower of ~leah [hundred] they
sanctified it, unto the tower of Hananeel [grace, mercy, gift of God]."
This is the first work of restoration, the work of the ministry, to clear
all impediments and obstacles out of the way for the sheep to enter
in. Alas! much rubbish is often found to prevent their coming in;
and in church restoration the true entrance is often obscured!
"Cast ye up, cast ye up, prepare the way, take up the stumblingblocks out of the way of My people" (Isaiah lvii. 14). "I am the
door of the sheep." "He that entereth not in by the door but
climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber" (John
x. 7, 1). What is it to build the sheep gate and to sanctify it?
and how is this" Scriptm'e profitable for instruction in righteousness"
for us ? It is a work in which the priestly household engage in concert
with the high priest. "Wherefore Jesus, that He might sanctify the
people with His own blood, suffered without the gate." In His prayer
to His Father He says, "For their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they
also might be sanctified through the truth" (John xvii. 19). "I
am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the
:Father but by Me" (John xiv. 6). To sanctify the sheep gate, there-
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fore, is to set Him up and set Him forth before the flock as "the
new and living way, which He hath consecrated for us, through the
veil, that is to say, His flesh" (Heb. x. 20); to point Him out as "the
way of holiness," in which "the wayfaring man, though a fool, shall
not err therein" (Isaiah xxxv. 8). In His Person and perfect work
on earth," holiness to the Lord" beamed gloriously: the holy law of
God was magnified and made honourable, and everlasting righteous·ness brought in, that every believer might be justified in it who comes
to God t.hrough this TVayof "holiness, without which no man shall
see the Lord." Not only is this ours by imputation, but the Spirit
of holiness imparted begets in the heart a love of holiness, a ,rearning
desire after conformity to the Divine will in all things, and a loathing
of sin, godly sorrow on account of it, and prayerful longing to fulfil
the precept, "Be ye holy, for I am holy," "holy in all manner of conversation" (1 Peter i. 15, 16). What a foreshadowing here of the
great High Priest of our profession and those whom He is not ashamed
to call His brethren! If we are of "the holy priesthood, the royal
priesthood" (1 Peter ii. 5, 9), we shall be "workers together with
Him" (2 Cor. v. 1), and sanctify the sheep gate. There was evidently
a tower on either side of the sheep gate, and the Lord is a tower of
defence to the sheep for whom He laid down His life. The names
of these towers seem to remind us of Luke xv. 4, "What man of you,
having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the
ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost,
until he find it 1" The Good Shepherd marks His sheep with His
own blood, and "none of them is lost." The grace, mercy, and gift
of God is a strong tower of security.
"And next unto him builded the men of Jericho." The city accursed
by Joshua became the city of palm trees, and the men are amongst
the fbremost builders of the wall. Rahab's descendants would be
there" (Josh. vi. 25); the spirit that led her so earnestly to seek the
salvation of "all her father's household," appears again in her people.
Let us emulate her faith and prayer that we may be unbroken
families in our Father's house!
"But the fish gate did the sons of Hassenaah build, who also laid
the beams thereof, and set up the doors thereof, the locks thereof,
and the bars thereof." It is very significant that there are no locks or
bars recorded of the sheep gate. "I am the door; by Me, if any man
enter in, he shall be saved [there is security], and shall go in and
out and find pasture." Doubtless it sets forth to us "the liberty
wherewith Christ hath made us free," who are his sheep to go into
the city, having access by the blood of Christ, and going out to feed
and lie down in green pastures.
Here in the fish gate are locks and bars. The fishers of men, in
casting out the Gospel net, catch many that slip back into their
native element, but for those that were brought into the city, there
is need for lock and bar. "Who are kept by the power of God
through faith unto salvation" (1 Peter i. 5).
Time would fail ~s to tell of everyone whose name and work is
recorded. 'Ve pass on to an ignoble exception. "And next to them
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the Tekoites repaired; but their nobles put not their necks to the
work of the Lord." "Ye see your calling, brethren, how that not
many mighty, not many noble, are called" (1 C01\ i. 26). Lord,
grant it may never be said of any of us that with stiff neck we
yielded not ourselves lmto God, "as those that are alive from the
dead, and our members as instruments of rigllteousness to God"
(Rom. xiii.). The common people of the Tekoites Reem to have been
the more zealous for this delinquency, for "they repaired another
piece, over against the great tower that lieth out even to the wall of
Ophel " (verse 27); thus "the weak things" are used of God to confound the things that are mighty. This double work of the Tekoites
is not overlookej; it is rewarded with honourable mention in the
page of inspiration for all time.
"Moreover, the old gate repaired J ehoiada [the knowledge of the
Lord], the son of Paseah, and Meshullam [associate, friend], the son of
Besodeiah; they laid the beams thereof, and set up the doors thereof,
.and the locks .thereof, and the bars thereof." Let us who know the
Lord seek out a friend (Matt. xviii. 19), and emulate these who have
"obtained a good report" by restoring the old gate.
This is the
time, surely, to wait upon God unitedly, and seek to build again the
old gate of regeneration by the Spirit, when so many are setting up
baptismal regeneration as the gate of entrance into the kingdomwhen the good old doctrines of the Word of God, its full inspiration,
justification by faith, and simplicity of worship, and the trnth as it
is in Jesus, are set aside as obsolete, old fashioned, and men are
" carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men and
cunning craftiness whereby they lie in wait to deceive." We may
well "stand in the ways, see, and ask for the old paths, where is the
good way, that we may walk therein, and find rest to our souls 1"
Thus praying together, and acting in concert, the byo's and three's
may yet be used of our God to restore the old gate.
Next repaired the men of Gibeon and of Mizpah "unto the throne of
the governor on this side the river." Thus unity of purpose in two cities
leads them to reach the till'one of the governor and doubtless the
commendation of his oversight! " Just the very sphere of labour we
should desire to reach! 0 Lord, om Governor, let our aim be,
"whatsoever we do in word or deed" to do all to Thy glory!
The goldsmiths take their part, and we ha,ve still notable examples
of the wealthy among us who COIlsecrate themselves to the work of
Goel. The apothecaries laboured also: like our medical missions in
caring for diseased bodies of men, women, and children at home and
abroad, opportunity is given to deal with diseases of the soul, and
point those that are sick to the Good Physician.
Rephaiah, the ruler of the half part of Jerusalem, a magistrate,
disdained not to use the trowel, and next to him J edaiah, "over
.against his house," as his two neighbours "repaired the other piece
to the tower of the furnaces." This is eminently practical in its
teaching for us. We have no need to roam or seek a sphere of
"labour in the Lord," unless we are favoured like the home at Bethany,
where each one knew the Lord and shared His love. Most of us will
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find some under our own roof over whom to yearn, for whom to continue
in prayer ti!l the stone in natm'e's quarry becomes a lively stone, a
living stone, builded together for an habitation of God through the
Spirit. The tower of furnaces reminds us forcibly that some whose
sphere is close at home are called to "glorify the Lord in the fires "-in
a furnace of affliction.
The ruler Shallum, "he and his daughters," are conspicuous by their
singularity among the builders. No one seems to have been disturbed
by the holy zeal and filial love of these daughters, who helped in the
work and met with commendation here, like "those women who
laboured with me in the gospel," of whom the Apostle was inspired
to write approvingly (PhiI. iv. 3). Some may chide; perhaps we have
all done so thinking it unseemly, but the promise still stands on record,
quoted from Joel ii. 29, by St. Peter at Pentecost, "On my servants
and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit, and
they shall prophesy." There is also a striking rendering in tlie Revised
Version of Psalm lxviii. 11, "The Lord giveth the Word: the women
that publish the tidings are a great host." Our blessed Master first
commissioned a woman to carry the tidings of His resurrection to His
Apostles, and doubtless many others since the days of Shallum's
daughters have been privileged to lay stones upon the true Foundation,
and also to " build up believers on our most holy faith."
The gate of the fountain was not only repaired, but also, "they
covered it." Does this point to the same truth as expressed in
Canticles iv. 12, by "a spring shut up: a fountain sealed 1" Not
open to every careless passer by. The preciousness of water in those
regions led to the covering of wells and springs, and securing them for
the owner's use.
"In that day there shall be a fountain opened to
the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and
for uncleanness" (Zech. xiii. 1). The Spirit of grace only can open
this fountain to mourning ones, revealing a pierced Saviour, whose
blood is of such cleansing and soul reviving efficacy.
"The wall of the pool of Siloah" must be restored, for there He
whom it typified would make use of its "waters that go softly" to
restore sight to a man" blind from his birth." Even we whose eyes
have "been enlightened to know what is the hope of His calling"
shall find in our meditation on the Word of life such "deep things of
God" as will convince us of the darkness of our minds. Let us
build again the walls of the pool of Siloah, that in our sense of utter
blindness, produced by the thick clay wherewith, in rich mercy, our
Lord pours contempt upon all efforts to see naturally and intellectually,
we may obey His sweet counsel, "Go to the pool of Siloam "-go to
Himself, the Sent of the Father, the Interpreter, that He may wash
us from the clay-anointing, and effectually open our eyes to "behold
wondrous things out of Thy law."
" The king's garden," close by the pool, is a very suggestive enclosure.
Whether it has any proximity to that garden where King Jesus
"ofttimes resorted" with His disciples, even those who have visited
these spots in Jerusalem may not be able to determine. Our thoughts
seem warranted to revert thither by the "stairs that go down from
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the city of David," and that led on to the" sepulchres." The sadly
solemn sacred spots are profitable channels for our thoughts to flow
into, even on to the tomb whence OlU' resurrection-hope arises. Is
not the place of sepulchres the "house of the mighty ~" The
repairing went on by Levites, rulers, and brethren doing their part
till they reached "another piece over against the going up to the
armoury at the turning of the wall." Everyone who has been brought
to the turning point of repentance unto life, needs armour for the
warfare to be waged, and that is all laiel up for each soldier in Christ,
the Armoury, and every piece of it is of Him and in Him! The
girdle of truth, the breastplate, His righteousness, the sboes in which
we walk, His peace, procured, enjoyed, maintained,. the shield,
Himself and the faith that grasps it of Him, the helmet of salvation
and the sword of the Spirit, which is the Iucarnate Word of Goel
apprehended in the written .Word. In these days how much need
there is to build up to the Armoury!
"Baruch the son of Zabbai earnestly repaired the other piece."
As if he put his whole energy into the work! How different to the
"neither cold nor hot" spirit of the age \\'e live in. "Everyone over
against his house" is reiterated, until one Meshullam repaired "over
against his chamber." Now that the enemy has so stealthily flooded
the land with Jesuitry, sacerdotalism, and idolatry, let none of us say
we can do nothing to 1'epai1' the wall and restore the Reformation
bulwarks, for surely the very weakest and feeblest among the tribes of
Israelites indeed can build "over against His chamber," and there
take hold of Omnipotence!
The goldsmiths and the merchants,
moved by the Spirit of God, will reach from the corner to the very
sheep gate!
It is a chapter of beautiful harmonious labour for the glory of
God and mutual welfare in Zion. No one seems to have challenged
his neighbour's way (If handling the trowel, though so varied are
their spheres, characters, grades, and positions in life. Some must
have been anything but expert with building tools, or adepts with the
mortar-board. Manifestly, earnestness in the work occupied everyone
with his own piece of repair, and left no leisure for criticising his
neighbour's unskilfulness. God gave them wisdom, diligence, and unity
of purpose, and leaves not one of them out in honourable mention
of their names and part in the restoration of the. wall of Jerusalem.
Let us seek to be like minded, full of zeal for the welfare of the
Church of God, mourning over the present desolation.
Arise and
build with one heart and purpose, and if in anything we be otherwise minded, may God reveal even this unto us.
Leicester.
~1ARY.
"THY Father seeth in secret." He looketh especially on our secret
devotions as being a true evidence of an upright heart. 'What we
are in secret duties that we are in the eye of God, and no more.
As our secret devotion languishes, family and public prayer will
grow formal, our profession wither, and our fruit drop off.-Be1'1'idge.
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THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST:As THE SINNERS' FRIEND.
"He is altogether lovely."-SOLOMON'S Smw v. 16.
"This Man receiveth sinne1'S."-LUKE xv. 2.
THE loveliness of Christ as th.e sinners' Friend was never more beautifully described than by those unwilling witnesses, the Pharisees,
when they said of Him in derision, "This Man receiveth sinners."
It is interesting to notice how God sometimes causes the enemies
of Christ to testify of Him. Let us consider-First, the Man;
second, the .Sinners; third, His Reception of Sinners.
.
1. THE MAN-Jesus Christ. The Pharisees' emphatic expression"This Man,"-though used apparently in contempt, points out the
Friend of sinners, and directs our thoughts to His lovely character
as revealed in the Word; of which one of the most prominent features
is His whole-hearted obedience to His Father's will (Psalm xl. 8). He
was always going about His Father's business (Luke ii. 49).
His
Father bid Him go and live in retirement at Nazareth for nearly
thirty years, and He obeyed.
His Father bade Him go into the
wilderness and there endure the temptations of Satan; He did it.
His Father bade Him labour amongst an unbelieving, hard-hearted,
and impenitent people; and He undertook the mission. His Father
sent Him into Gethsemane's garden, there to suffer untold misery.
He went, took the cup, and agonized to blood. Then, in fulfilment
of His Father's purpose, He meekly endured those cruel mockings,
scourgings, and buffetings which preceded the shameful death on the
cross; and finally, jn the deep humility of obedience to His Father's
will, He descended into the sepulchre. The rule of the Saviour's
earthly life was the will of God, particularly as that will is revealed
in the Word. Thus it is frequently stated He did this or the other
"that the Scripture might be fulfilled." How lovely Jesus appears
as our Example! In all His service and suffering He found a holy
joy in the realization of His Father's presence and of His oneness
with Him; and the forsakings of His Father constituted the darkest
moment of His dying hour. He was accustomed during all His
sojourn here below to seek His Father's presence in worship. On
the Sabbath days Jesus constantly resorted to the synagogues for
prayer. At other times we find Him often praying with and before
His disciples, condescending even to teach them to pray. But most
frequently, perhaps, He resorted to the wilderness or the mountain
top for solitary prayer; so it is evident that Jesus delighted in
worship-public, social, and secret.
"This Man" was God, and therefore knew all, ruled all, upheld
all, and was everywhere present; while at the same time He was man,
and therefore capable of suffering, grief, pain, weariness, and death.
This glorious Man is the Saviour of sinners.
2. THE SINNERS whom He receives. Their character is graphically
portrayed in the fifteenth chapter of Luke. They are sinners lost.
In three beautiful parables Jesus teaches how He came to seek and

231

The Gospel Magazine.

to save that which was lost. He shows how those whom He finally
receives are, in the first place, actually lost, like the sheep which had
strayed from the fold, necessitating the shepherd's going forth to seek,
find, and restore it. In the second place, they are helplessly lost, like
the piece of silver, which was absolutely incapable of making any
effort to return, but needed to be sought for and found by its owner.
In the third place, they are wilfully lost, like the prodigal son, who,
in discontent and influenced by the love of sin, was lost indeed in
misery, poverty, and wretchedness. How true it is, "All we like
sheep have gone astray; we have turned everyone "to his own way"
(Isaiah liii. 6). Now these parables all testify to the recovery of that
which was lost, and this is the work of Chnst the Saviour.
He
ordains that the eyes of His prodigals shall be opened to see their
lost estate, and their hearts softened to feel the exceeding sinfulness
of their sin. When the prodigal "comes to himself," a great change
takes place in the relations existing between him and his sin.
Before conviction, sin was loved, now it is hated; then its gratification
was sought, now it is turned from; then sin was the soul's delight,
now it is his loathing. Moreover, sin felt and mourned over is the
exercise of true repentance; and so far from separating the soul from
God as heretofore, it drives him to the Lord for mercy and pardon.
At the throne of grace our sin becomes a plea. Because we are sinners,
we need a Saviour and seek salvation. Because we are guilty, we need
the cleansing blood. Because we are so miserable, we need mercy.
One says"If guilt and sin afford a plea,
And may obtain a place,
Surely the Lord will welcome me,
And I shall see His face."
Penitent sinners, sensible of their sin, looking and coming to Jesus,
all find that" This Man receiveth sinners."
~_~
3. HIS RECEPTlOX of sinners. The statement
in supercilious
disdain is in reality a glorious Gospel truth. The word" receiveth"
signifies "embraceth "ith peculiar favour," and it stands in a continually present tense-" This lIan receiveth sinners"i. Compassionately. When the multitude came to Him famishing,
sick, or needy, He was ever "moved with compassion towards them";
or as it is rendered in TYNDALE'S version, " His herte dydde meltte upon
them." Tender pity was joined with power. And Jesus is still the
same. He" receiveth sinners"ii. Willingly.
Listen to His own gracious words, "All that the
Father giveth Me shall come to Me; and him that cometh to Me I
will in no wise cast out" (John vi. 37). His willingness to receive
all corners is wonderful, when we consider the utter wretchedness,
unfitness, and vileness of the souls who come to Him! But, further,
He receives themiii. Gladly-so great is His love. Like the father of the prodigal,
Jesus is more eager to receive His retui:ning child than the sinner is
to come to Him. "W"hen he was yet a great way off his" father
saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck
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and kissed him" (Luke xv. 20).
Rejoicing over the finding of
what was lost is the chief lesson of each of the parables.
Lastly, "This Man receiveth sinners"iv. To bestow upon them all blessings of pardon and grace. He
receiveth them to cleanse them from all sin in His own blood, to
clothe them with the best robe of His own righteousness, to put them
in possession of the ring (without beginning or end) of His own love,
and to feed them with His own body.
Jesus so receives sinners that, giving Himself unto them, they
Illliy receive Him.
" Sinners can say,
And none but they,
• How precions is the Saviour! ' "
Bath.
E. C.
WELL-SPRINGS.
"Jesus saith unto her, Woman, ~chat have 1 to cZo with thee? Mine
ho'w' is not yet come.
His mother saith unto the se1'vants, Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it."-JoRK ii. 4, 5.
WE continue our subject of la<;t month. We considered Jesus as
the willing Guest at the marriage feast in Cana of Galilee, where
He deigned to manifest forth His glory in performing the miracle
of turning the water into wine, but the subject was so full, forcible,
and sweet, that the article was divided by the writer. But our work
appointed, if it come with our God's" whatsoever," is sanctified occupation, and no mean service in His sight, since there are no mean
things with Him.
Let us now turn again to thi" part of Scripture, and, in dependence upon the Divine. Spirit for a blessing, cnll another lesson or
two from Mary's word "whatsoever." Herein we gather her desire
for faith, obedience, and love to rest upon His Divine omnipotence. "Whatsoeve1" "-whatever, implying a dependence upon circumstances (vide Dr. BULLINGER'S Lexicon Concordance). "'Whatsoever," she tells the servants, "He saith unto YOU, do it." Question
not the why or wherefore; reason not whether -His ability will secure
Him success, nor how He will perform this miracle; ",Yhatsoever
He saith unto you, do it."
Beloved, let us remind ourselves afresh here, that God's commands
are coupled with God's enablings. Set aside reason and sense, and
take Him at His word, knowing that where and -when His Word
cometh He also is in that Word-yea, the very Word Himself-and
therefore accomplishing His purpose, and bringing glory to Himself,
and peace and blessing to His exercised child. So that faith,
obedience, and love are linked together, when, hearing His command,
whatsoever, His children arise to the call and say, "Thy servants
are ready." It is His to provide the means, ability, and end; it is
ours to unfalteringly and unquestionably obey, although it "may not
be my way, and it may not be thy way," as the hymn says.
No; it is not for us to question the issue. Results are \yith
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Him who manages all our affairs for us. Faith must outruu and outweigh creature reasonings; nay, fleshly reason must have no place in
the renewed heart, where a willing, cheerful compliance with the hearing
ear is ever ready to answer, "Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth'
"'Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it." A captain in command
has but to say to soldier or servant, "Go, and he goeth, and to
another, come, and he cometh." He would not be the true soldier who
was not ready and willing with cheerful compliance, as also strict
obedience, to rise up and follow his captain wheresoever he led the way
So it is with the soldiers of the cross. The command may be given,
"Stand still, and see the salvation of your God." rfhe time may be
specified-" In the day that they shall shout, then shall ye shout "-01'
the word may go forth, " Speak unto the children of Israel that they
go forward," but let the circumstances and commands be what they
may, "'Tis ours to obey, 'tis His to pi·o,ide."
Oh, to have the ready eye, the quick ear, and the hearing heart
to obey, and that willingly, om' heayenly Captain's command! The
late CHARLES HADDON SPURGEOX of revered memory gave a very
sweet suggestion "hich is repeated in this year's Almanack by
his "idow. He is remiL.ding the children of God to prove Him,
to take Him at His Word, and make that Word their delightful
portion, not only in its present participation but by its" later unfolding
and opening up in their experience. "It is astonishing," he wrote,
"how much a man may know of the Bible by learning a text a day,
and how much he may know experimentally by watching the events
of the day, and interpreting them in the light of the text. If you
cannot retain by memory a whole passage, never mind that, take
a short text, and let it be under your tongue all day, and be looking
out for a commentary upon it. I do not mean i\L-I.TTHEW HENRY,
SCOl"T, nor GILL, but I mean your daily experience. 'Watch to see
how the Lord ,,"ill translate that text for you by His own proYidence,
and you will frequently notice a striking relation bet\\'een the text
that was given you in the morning aud the trials or the m.ercies that
are sent you during the day. At any rate, make the Word of God
your constant guide and counsellor."
Beloved, let us wait more upon our God, watch for His command,
and go forward, nothing doubting but that He has given unto us
as His waiting children 101vltsoevm' He meant us to do.
Who of those who heard, and others who have since been privileged
to read some of those pulpit exercises (see GOSPEL MAGAZIKE, January
1899, page 8), will easily forget our deal' Editor's recent experience
upon this? Words were burnt into his soul, and the Lord gave most
blessedly His favoured servant to prove, so soon as his heart \ms at
rest in His will and in comformity with His mind, and satisfied with
His dealings, although the blessings came cross-handedly, that
his Lord was doing all in love and wisdom; so that not only
was he delighting and rejoicing in the Lord under keenest trial, but
it was granted him to see how also his God was delighting in His
tried servant, and ready to bestow upon him his "heart's desire."
" Thou hast given him his heart's desire, and hast not withholden the
s
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request of his lips," are words that reach the King's own from the
lips of the King Himself.
Whatsoeve?"! Does not the very word put us in our proper place
of subjection at His feet? Do we not hear the words, "Shall I not
do what I will with Mine own?" "Nay but, 0 man, who art thou
that repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say to Him
that formed it, Why hast Thou made me thus? Hath not the
potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto
honour, and another unto dishonour?" It is His prerogative to
do with us and ours as pleaseth Him, and we could not be in safer
custody, nor expect a greater or more blessed issue.
" Not what I wish alone, the pleasant task,
Congenial work alway; but Lord, dear Lord, I ask,
Just what Thou wilt, bid me each day do,
And grant me wisdom to perform it too.
" It may seem trivial, poor, or even mean,
The use thereof to me obscure, unseen;
But' whatsoever' work is done for Thee,
Bears Thy stamp-royal of true dignity."
It is a carrying out of that emphatic declaration of Scripture that
will bring us comfort and sanctified silence under each seeming dark
dispensation, "~Whatsoever God hath said unto thee, do "-as also
an acknowledging of Him in all our ways and walk.
It is not that the path is easy, nor the way smooth, nor the map
all plain to our finite comprehension. '''le may be called to walk
over very rough places, where briars and brambles would tear our
feet and weary our heart overmuch in the way, did we not hear His
word of command, "This is the way, walk ye in it." And" Whatsoever" quiets our murmurings. '''le may be called upon to yield up our
hearts' dearest prize, so much counted upon, so apparently indispensable to our joy and comfort; now, would all this be cheerfully
acquiesced in did we not hear His word, "I know their sorrows,"
coupled with the loving command, "Whatsoever"?
Are we called to service, and bemoaning our creature insufficiency,
even to dumbness in His name? The Lord has His whatsoever
for this emergency too, beloved, and we have often had a rebuke,
as did Moses and Jeremiah when looking to the creature more than
the Creator. "~Who hath made man's mouth? Have not not I the
Lord? " "But the Lord said unto me, Say not, I am a child; for
thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak." And the Apostle Paul sums it up,
" Whether therefore ye eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to
the glory of God." May this be written over all events of our lives,
small and great, so that God, in all things, may be glorified in and
by His children.
" Welcome be every task-the very leastThat I may be::.r the Master of the feast;
In ready, swift obedience let me move,
Responsive to the ordering of Love."
R.
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"I HAVE CALLED THEE BY THY NAME;
THOU ART MINE."
(IsAIAH

xliii. 1.)

OUR blessed Redeemer, after He had risen from the dead, said to
His disciples, "Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the
world" (:Matt. xxviii. 20). And St. Paul, in his Epistle to the Romans,
wrote, "There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are
in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit."
Indeed, all through the sacred volume we are repeatedly reminded of
only two classes, "sa"ed" and" lost." Alas! how many we meet with,
void of grace, who like to hear these promises, as if made for every
one, and who have never been brought to see the sinfulness of sin,
and yet imagine that they are perfectly safe. David, who was called
the man after God's own heart, felt it necessary to say, "Examine
me, 0 Lord, and prove me, try my. reins and my heart."
Oh,
for grace to be faithful with ourselves, and all with whom we come
in contact. Let no man deceive himself, for assuredly such promises
are for" the Israel of God," "the Lord's redeemed ones," who have
And it
been made "new creatures" in and through Christ Jesus.
is only these to whom such precious promises apply; such as, "Fear
not, thou worm Jacob ;" and, "Since thou wast precious in My sight,
thou hast been honourable, and I have loved thee"; and, "I, even
I, am He that blotteth out thy transgressions for Mine own sake,
and will not remember thy sins."
Oh, Christian reader, how do our hearts burn with love when we
meditate upon the wonderful "love of God!" Oh for grace to love
and serve Him, whose love is beyond human comprehension! One
is apt to think, in reading the gracious and glorious promises given
to the Lord's redeemed ones, that they could never be subject to
fears; yet it is not so, for the Lord's people are subject to many
doubts and fear" by nature, hence the loving admonition, c, Fear not,
thou worm J acob, and ye men of Israel j I will help thee, saith the
Lord, and thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel." Who has also
said, "Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world."
And if God be for us and \,ith us, who. can harm us ~ This,
dear fellow believer, is our comfort amidst all the sorrows, affiictions,
and trials of our time-state. This is the secret of our preservation.
Yet there are days of darkness occasionally, when we have to cry
with Job, "Behold, I go forward, but He is not there; and backward,
but I cannot perceive Him: on the left hand, where He doth work,
but I cannot behold Him: He hideth Himself on the right hand, that
I cannot see Him: But He knoweth the way that I take: when He
hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold." And doubtless these
fears are wisely ordered lest we should be self-confident.
Oh, how far different, and how infinitely higher and grander are
God's ways and thoughts than ours! And thus do we experience the
sweetness of the text at the beginning of our remarks, " I have called
thee by thy name; thou art mine!" And in that grand chapter of
St. Paul's, the eighth of Romans, we read, "He that spared not His
8 2
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own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with
Him also freely give us all things 7" Oh, what freedom do such
precious words give us in prayer! What a fearful moment will that
be when the Lord shall say to sorne, "I never knew you." Yet wc
know that can never be the case with those who t1'uly love Him. For
"if any man love God, the same is known of Him." Human
judges may be deceived, God is not. The Lord Jesus Christ knows
all His flock, from the least and lowest, to the greatest in the
kingdon~.
Ay, and He knows all our many infirmities and shortcomings, and our deeds, words, and thoughts are naked and open
unto Him with whom we have to do.
It is our mercy to know that Christ has suffered the whole
punishment due to our sins, and has fulfilled the righteousness
demanded by the law, in our stead, and in receivjng the reward of
His work, has risen again for our justification, and as our righteous
Advocate pleads the merits of His atoning blood for us, that we
on His 9,ccount may be eternally saved. Shall theref0re distresses or
tribulations of either soul or body, or the most cruel persecutions
for His sake, alienate Christ's love from us or our love from Him 7
And as we read those sweet and cheering words of our dear
Redeemer, "Be not afraid," or those, "Lo, I am with you alway,"
we ought not to doubt. One of our greatest comforts is that He
will neve1' cease to lo,e us. And at the last great day of judgment,
when He shall separate the sheep from the goats, we shall hear His
voice speaking to those whom He kno'ys as His own, "Come, ye
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from
the foundation of the world."
And when, through the grace of God, we are brought to experience the love of Christ, notwithstanding our many infirmities and
shortcomings, we desire to pray in St. Paul's words to the
Ephesians, "That Christ may dwell in our hearts by faith; that
being rooted and grounded in love, we may be able to comprehend
with all saints, what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and
height, and to know the love of Christ which passeth [human]
knowledge." And it is our mercy to know that our blessed Lord
has said, "I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to
repentance." And who is that man or woman that can say, "I
have nothing to repent of 7" Indeed, we have still to acknowledge
our ignorance and unworthiness in His sight! And these thoughts
bring us to constantly feel our need of Him who has so lovingly
said, "Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world."
Let us be of good cheer, dear fellow travellers, for "greater
is He that is for us, than he that is against us." Our blessed
Redeemer long since declared, "My sheep' hear My voice, and I
know them, and they follow Me. And I give unto them eternal
life, and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them
out of My hand. My Father which gave them Me is greater than
all ; ann no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand." How
precious are these words to believB1's, though we read that these
blessed words offended the Jews, who "took up stones to cast at
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Him." Such hatred and malice are still evident where" the god of
this world hath blinded the minds of them that believe not." Oh,
my readers, what comfort we have in the fact that our dear Redeemer
never failed, even in the hour of temptation, nor sinned in the path
of suffering.
No weapon formed against Him could prosper, no
trial could overpower His faith! When reviled, He reviled not again.
He came forth from every temptation and SUffering "the spotless
Lamb of God," proving Him to be "the Son of God with power."
He was made sin for us, that we might be made the righteousness
of God in Him.
" Oh! for this love let rocks and hills
Their lasting silence break,
And all harmonious human tongues
The Saviour's praises speak.
"Angels, assist our mighty joys,
Strike all your harps of gold;
But when you raise your highest notes,
His love can ne' e'/' he told!"
C. BALDWHi.

",

EASTER HALLELUJAHS.
HUSHED are the choristers above, I Follow Him now to yonder tomb;
Ko echoing strains of joy and \ Tell how He pierced the awful
love
gloom,
From angel harps are given;
For here death's Conqueror lay;
O'er the wide world the shadows Then strike your harps with one
creep,
accord.
Silence stupendous, vast
and And hail Him as your risen Lord,
deep,
Risen to endless day.
Reigns over earth and heaven.
Hail Him, ye fallen sons of men;
But hark to that melodious strain! Let heart and lip, and tongue and
Those silent chords awake again
pen
To songs surpassing sweet;
Combine to spread His £.tme;
Jesus is risen from the grave,
From regions of perpetual snow
Finished His glorious work t{) To S1.:l1lit lands, all men shall know
save;
Om' dear Redeemer's name.
Behold it all complete!
Join, all ye hosts below, above,
I
Praise ye, oh, praise the King of
Hail Him, ye myriads of light;
Ye hosts of heaven, as one unite,
love,
His glorious name supreme:
One God for evermore:
Tell how your Sovereign left His To Him who governs earth and
throne,
skies,
Tell how He dwelt on earth alone, Now let our Easter anthems rise,
And sound from every shore.
The lowly N azarene.
EDITH MARSH.
IF there had not been such a thing as the grace of Jesus I should
have long since given up heaven, with the expectation to see God.
But grace, grace, free grace, the merits of Christ for nothing,
white and fair, and large Saviour mercy, have been, and must be,
the rock that we drowned souls must swim to.-RutherjoTCl.

238

The Gospel Magazine.

A MEDITATION.
".Ll. right to the t1'ee of life."-REvELATION xxii. 14.
·WHEN our first parents transgressed the sovereign command of the
Lord God not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, in
that very day the Divine sentence began to be executed upon them,
" Dying thou shalt die." One of the first effects of that death in which
their transgression involved them, was the poss,ession of a guilty, slavish
fear; so that when they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in
the garden in the cool of the day, they sought to hide themselves from
Him amongst the trees of the garden.
And here, in passing, were we asked, Is there any Scripture given to
warrant the hope that Adam and Eve were, after their great transgression, with its dreadful consequences, manifested as vessels or
J ehovah's mercy 1 might we not in reply ask, Were they not" sought
out" by J ehovah, and in a special manner brought by Him to the
bar of judgment 1 And were they not, as all His Covenant "sought~out
0nes" are, tried and found guilty before God 1 Har!. they not also a
promise of God given unto them to hold, abide by, and hope in 1 And as
God's Church from the first to the last is saved by sovereign grace alone,
through faith, and that not of themselves but the gift of God, might
they not come in to be as it were special witnesses to the truth that
" where sin aLounded grace did much more abound" 1
But let that be as it may. The first effect of sin finished was the
possession of a guilty, slavish fear; and as the rebound from that in
fallen man is often a rush into bold presumption, the Lord God drove
out the man from the garden of Eden, to till the ground fro111 whence
he wa'! taken; and He placed at the east of the garden of Eden
cherubims, and a flaming sword, which turned every way to keep the way
of the tree of life Thus early did the Lord teach the great truth
that" Sin to pardon without blood,
Never in His nature stood;"
and that until the flaming sword of Divine Justice had found a
satisfaction and rest in the glorious Person of the God-Man Mediator,
Jehovah's Fellow, there could be no right to the full enjoyment of the
Divine favour to any man of mortal race.
Now, although Adam, and all mankind in him, did thus quickly lose
their right to the tree of life in Eden, it is nevertheless a most glorious
Gospel truth that the elect people of God were not then, and never
thereby, cast out of the love of God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
For they were chosen in Christ Jesus to life and salvation by Him
before the fall of Adam. "Yea," saith God, " I have loved thee with an
everlasting love." The fall never disturbed their election right, but
made a way for their redemption right, to be manifested and made
good by their dear Redeemer in time, to whom alone the right to
redeem belonged; and in which redemption is founded their regeneration
right to the tree of life.
" Nothing but glory can suffice
The appetite of grace; "
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and there are many glorious things spoken of in this chapter to stir
arid whet the appetite of a gracious soul; but we pass on to notice1. What, or Who is the Tree of Life here spoken of 1 That our
Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, is the Tree of Life, is most
evident; and that, as it respects His Person as God-Man Mediator,
Redeemer, and Saviour, together with all that vast and blessed salvation that is in Him with eternal glory. We find Him spoken of
in this book as being on the throne, and in the midst of the throne,
under three different metaphors. First, as of One having the likeness
of a jasper and a sardine stone (iv. 3); and again as One having the
appearance of a Lamb as it had been slain (v. 6); and here as the
'l'ree of Life; three beautiful Scripture metaphors. In the first, we
see Him as the great fOlmdation sto~e, the Alpha of His people's
vVe discover some faint rays of His manifold
eternal salvation.
glorious and eternal excellencies, and the sweet spiritual refreshment
His saints derive from the perpetual shining of these upon them.
For He is unto them all an everlasting light, their God and their
glory. He is a Sun that rose early upon His Church and people.
In the metaphor of the Lamb slain we see Him in all the glory
of His redemption work, which is described as honourable and glorious.
He hath by it put away all the sins of His elect people, and has entered
into heaven itself with His own blood, having obtained eternal redemption
for us. A view of Him by faith begets the first notes of the new song
here upon earth, and a sight of Him in glory calls forth in most
melodious sounds and exalted strains the highest notes to harps of gold.
The third metaphor is that of the text, and is the same Divine
Person presented to our view as the Tree of Life in the midst of the
Paradise of God; and all the known properties of a tree are in Him
spiritually found in their highest perfections, as healing for wwmds,
fruit for food, and shade for rest and refreshment. No leaf of any
of l3arth's trees e,er had in it the balmy healing that is found ami
experienced when His blood is applied to the soul, and in His
righteousness revealed; nor are any fruits, however choice, enjoyable
and satiating as the fruit of this Vine. "I am the Vine," He says,
whose" fruit is better than gold." Nor is any shade from the heat
of a burning sun found under the most umbrageous tree of earth
ever to be compared to Christ, who is a shadow from the heat of
the fiery law, and the blazing splendour of the glorious attributes of
absolute Deity.
And oh, the shade of this Tree for rest ana
refreshment in the ordinance of the everlasting Gospel preached on
the earth! Hear His own spouse give her personal testimony to
this, "I sat down," said she, "under His shadow with great delight,
and His fruit was sweet to my taste." This is David's Tree planted
. by the rivers of water; and also in respect to His spotless humanity
He is David's Righteous Branch. This is Hosea's green fir Tree from
whom His own Ephraims, His pleasant children's fruit is found.
This is Paul's olive Tree, from whose fatness the Gentile elect derive
their sap, strength, and vigour. He will never lose any of His Father's
right-hand planting; the trees of righteousness are all watered by
and from Him.
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"Each moment watered by Thy care,
And fenced by power Divine;
Fruit to eternal life shall bear
The feeblest branch of Thine."
In a word, this Tree of Life is the glorious, full, and everlasting
substance of that which :Moses cast into the bitter waters of Marah
which sweetened them, and made them drinkable to God's Israel.
He sweetens the bitter waters that are found in tribulation's path;
He carries them safely amidst the floods of the ungodly; He bears
up His elect in the swellings of Jordan; and when He brings them
across the stream to the rivers of pleasure which are at His
right hand for evermore, then is this Tree of Life-Jesus-found to
be on either side of the river; yea, both here and hereafter, when"Grace resigns her room
To glory in the heavenly home."
2. But what "commandments" are those which, being obeyed by
these blessed characters, are here said to givc a right to the Tree of
Life 1 N0t the law which came by ~Ioses, but the truth and grace
by Jesus Christ, which makes the elect wise unto salvation. By the
deeds of the first shall no flesh be justified in His sight, but by the
justifying righteousness of the la"t are all the seed elect justified
from all things, that is, all the claims which law and justice had
upon them as sinners against God. ",Vhy, then, did the Lord Jesus
say to the ruler, "If thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments 1" (:Matt. xix. 17.) To show him that all his letter obedience
performed in the flesh only proved him destitute of the first great
commandments of the law, namely, a loving of God with all his
heart; for had he loved the Lord with all his heart, he would have
done His commandment to sell all he had; bd with all his doing, he
preferred his great possession!:; to the dnrable riches and righteousness
of Immanuel. And again, to show him that he was also destitute of the
second great commandment thereof, and did not love his neighbour
as himself, He bound up both in the one command, to prove that
with all his fleshly obedience in the
"Legal path proud nature loves so well,
Which yet is but the cle3-nest road to hell,"
he came short, and his doings were not pleasant to Goel.: as saith the
excellent XIIIth Article, "Works done before the grace of Christ and
the inspiration of His Spirit are not pleasant to God, forasmuch a"
they spring not of faith in Jesus Christ, neither do they make men
meet to receive grace . . . . . yea, rather, for that they are not done
as God hath willed and commanded them to be done, we doubt not
but that they have the natnre of sin." And so it comes to pass
that as by their own doings and deeds of the law no flesh is or
can be justified in His sight, the elect are all taught of God to
believe in, look unto, trust in, and rest upon this Tree of Life, their
divinely appointed Surety, whose obedience and blood constitute them
righteous before God. It is marvellous grace.
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Nor is it the doing of such commandments a,') God our Saviour
gave in connection with the Gospel dispensation-that is, taken by
themselves and done by men in the flesh: as for instance, "Preach
the Gospel to every creature." This is one of His commaudments, and
when done by His own seut servants in faith and love to Him,' His
truth, and saints, is accepted of God, when after they have done it
they sincerely own, under the Spirit's light, ~hat they are unprofitable
servants. But for any man to say that merely to preach the Uospel
gives a right to the Tree of Life, is contrary to both the letter and
spirit of God's Word. For He Himself, who has given the command,
:ret challenges both the thoughts and doings of many who are, as
they consider, doing it, threatening them with a sharp reproof and
a tearing in pieces as fOl'getters of God; and our Lord declares He
will solemnly disallow this claim to many who will urge it before
Him, "Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Thy name 1" (Matt. vii.
22, 23.) There is a depth in this solemn Scripture enough to make
every preacher tremble.
N either taken by themselves is it the doing of such Gospel commandments as being baptized and partaking of the Lord's Supper,
although both these, when done in faith and love by God's regenerated
elect, and under the Spirit's leadings, are agreeable to His will and
accepted of Him (Acts x. 14; ii. 46). But how many thousands have, like
one of old (Acts viii. 13), attended to these things whose after life,
like Simon's, has clearly proved them to be in their nature statethe gall of bitterness and bond of iniquity.
And so of the Gospel
ordinance of the Lord's Supper; many will say, as if founding a claim
of right to the Tree of Life by their doing of this commandment, "'i'{e
have eaten and drunk in Thy presence, and Thou hast taught in our
streets" ; but these also will be rejected of God as certainly as those
who love, make and set up the lie of the vile Popish ~Iass. Take
but one instance-to close this point in our argument-the thief on
the cross. He had not kept God's commandments, nor Moses' law,
wherein are revealed the authority and righteous demands of God;
he had not been baptized; he had not sat down at the Lord's table.
W'hat, then, is he, and are thousands besides, the monuments of
sovereign grace, to be shut out because they have not done these
commandments 1 Is his election right to that Tree of Life, which was
sealed upon his soul in the last hour of his life with such evident
and distinctive features of the Lord's own glorious handwriting in
grace and power, to be set aside because he never had an opportunity
to attend upon Gospel ordinances 1
It has been well said, "God's commandings are God's enablings."
When He in the new creation, as in the old, commands the light of His
grace and truth to shine into a poor, wretched, ruined sinner's heart,
then with this sovereign command, they that are "without strength"
receive strength to obey (Psalm lxviii. 28). He sees his guilt and
deservings; his mouth is stopped. In that august and dignified
Sufferer beside him he sees the Lord; by the Spirit he owns Him as
such, calls upon Him, and is saved. The commandment, then, that
called him out of nature's darkness into God's marvellous light he
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obeyed, and in so obeying found he had right to the Tree of Life.
These commandments of God the Saviour, "Go through, go through
the gates, and enter ye in at the strait gate," brought this thief through
the gate of regeneration (John iii. 5), in by Christ the door of the
sheep, or gate of entrance (John x. 9), through the gate of acceptance
(Eph, i. 6),. the gate of access (Rom. v. 2), the gate of sealing
(Eph. i. 13), the gate of realized sonship (Rom. viii. 15), the gate of
praise (Isaiah xxxviii. 19), the gate of life, that is, death, which was to
him the gate of -life, as it is to all God's saints, inasmuch as it
" Opes the cage to let them fly,
And build their happy nest on high."
Blessed are they that do His commandments, as Zaccheus, who came
down and received Him joyfully. How the dogs without snarled at
this display of grace.
This doing His commandments in a Gospel
sense is thus summed up :-A constant coming down from every high
thought in us that exalts itself against the knowledge of Christ; a
constant receiving of Him, or rather walking in Him as we have
received Him,who is made of God unto His people ·Wisdom, Righteousness,
Sanctification, and Redemption. As the great HUSSEY says, a man must
first have His commands before he can keep them. How can a man
keep the command; "Oh, love the Lord, all ye His saints," unless the
love of God is bestowed upon him 7 (Rom. v. 5; Acts xxi. 13.) Or
how can he bear the burden and heat of the day without it 7
(1 Cor. xiii. 7.) And how can a man obey, "Ye that loye the Lord,
hate evil," unless, like Paul (Rom. vii.), he is made to delight in the
law of God after the inward man, but finds himself constantly opposed
and oppressed by " the Canaanites still in the land 7" And how is he
to believe in His Son Jesus Christ unless Jesus gives him faith 7
(1 John iii. 23.) And how is he to love the brethren unless they are
made manifest to him as partakers of the same grace 7 (1 John iv. 24.)
These are they that keep His sayings and do His commandments,
For any man to insist that to be baptized and sit down to the Lord's
Supper are the commandments that give a right to the Tree of Life is
to evidence that he is very wide of the mark, and is far short of the
whole truth. Such would not only admit the uncircumcised in heart
and life, but would cut off a whule phalanx of the most eminent
saints and servants of God. For a man to be baptized by John, by
Peter, or by Paul (1 Cor. i. 17) pj'oves little; but for a man to be
blessed of Christ's Father (Matt. xxv. 34) with an election right, a
redemption right, and a regeneration right, whose fruits are such as
shall be owned by Him before assembled' worlds (Matt. xxv. 34-40),
pj'oves much. And although God's family do often, like Job of old,
"lie against their right" in consequenee of unbelieving fears and
iniquities prevailing against them, yet the Lord will maintain the cause
of these afllicted ones and the right of these spiritually poor; for they
are upright before Him, and as such, in His Christ, shall be brought
to dwell for ever in His presence.
Birkenhead.
G. A.

From a Photograph by W. CU.R". Bristol.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE LATE REV. TALBOT GREAVES.
A DEEPLY touching interest attaches to our Portrait this month.
The name of the Rev. TALBoT GREAVES, formerly Vicar of Clifton,
and a constant speaker at the Clifton Conferences, had become
familiar to our readers, not a few of whom had also frequently
listened to his powerful Scriptural addresses at the October meetings
in the Victoria Rooms. In our last month's issue we announced that
God's servant had met w!th grave personal injuries through a fall
from his horse, and that little hope of recovery was held out by his
medical attendants. The anticipation of the end was speedily realized,
and the noble Christian standard-bearer was called up to receive his
crown not many hours after we penned those premonitory lines.
Mr. GREAVES, who was accustomerl to horse exercise, was taking a ride
alone in the neighbourhood of Shirehampton, when it is believed the
animal became frightened from some cause, and broke away from all
control, finally casting its rider with terrible violence. Consciousness
fairly continued during the earlier stages of the ensuing illness-lasting
from Saturday, February 18th, to the following Tuesday afternoonbut paralysis steadily set in, and no doubt the surroundings of earthly
existence were shrouded while the immortal spirit passed onward and
upward from hour to hour to the presence-chamber of the King of
Glory.
In Mr. GREAVES the Church of God on earth has lost one of
its most lustrous "stars," one whose light wa~ steady and pure,
whose individual characteristics were discernible even among other
brilliant luminaries in the spiritual firmament, and whose all-absorbing
existence aimed at telling forth the glories of "The Light of Life."
The' Lord Jesus Christ was the Alpha and the Omega of the testimony of this deep student of the Scriptures and eloquent preacher of
the everlasting Gospel.
He was a man of profound spiritual
experience, his knowledge of self-as a sinner-and of Jesus, as the
sole Saviour, imparting to his daily life and pulpit ministrations an
impress of reality, earnestness, and gra,ity rarely met with in these
days of vapid holy talking and superficial religious profession. His
social position, education, remarkable mental gifts, and refined
tastes, were alone calculated to bring him into prominent notice, and
to secure for him a full share in the best preferment which the
ecclesiastical world could have conferred upon him. His retiring
habits, however, united with an instinctive shrinking from a semblance
of ambition and self-seeking, afforded both the Episcopal Bench and
the advisers of the Crown a convenient occasion to ignore in him
the claims of those Evangelical and Protestant principles on which
alone the Church of England is founded as a religious establishment.
We could write freely and cordially of dear Mr. GREAYES, on
personal grounds. As a trusted Christian friend and adviser, as well
as a venerated senior brother in the ministry of the Gospel of God's
grace, he occupied a sacred place in the life-work of the writer of
these lines. Fellowship in the Lord and in the interests of His
truth-at a period of general apostasy and delusion-extended, in our
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acquaintance with God's eminent servant over nearly eighteen years,
uninterruptedly.
In this veteran soldier of Christ, this fearless
advocate of the man-humbling verities of God's Covenant salvation,
this eloquent expositor of the Scriptures and able defender of their
inspiration and immutability, we reckoned a possession of no ordinary
worth. .And his great work below, so suddenly terminated, may well
serve us a lasting stimulus to our zeal, and faith, and love, while
we shall not cease to mOlU'n the fact that a valiant champion of the
old truths of the sovereign grace of God has been taken from our
side. Some valuable remarks on the character and life of :YIr. GREAVES
appeared last month in the Engli;;h Chul'[;hman, which may well be
here transcribed. They bear the stamp of a sympathetic hand, and
are as follows ;"He was great in intellect, great in testimony, great in work, and
great in character. To say that he was perfect, otherwise than in
Christ, would transgress his own faith and teaching, but to say that
he was a great man is nothing more than simple justice. And yet, as
I must point out, he was not marked by earthly or ecclesiastical
distinctions. Infinitely smaller folks "'ere again and again selected
for such honour as men bestow, while he \ms passed over and left to
the end of his days an ordinary clergyman. ",Vhy this should have
happened is a question full of suggestions concerning the present
condition of the Established Church.
:JIr. T.UllOl' G-RBAVES was
descended from a yery old family settled in Staffordshire for centuries.
Born at the ancestral home at Mayfield in the year 1826, he proceeded in due course to St. John's College, Cambridge, where he
graduated in the year 1850, and in the same year he was ordained
by the BISHOP of LICHFIELD, and temporarily sen-ed as Curate of
Mayfield, of which he became Vicar as soon as he was in full orders.
In this sphere he remained until the year 1851, but in his younger
days he had, after the death of his father, spent much time at
Cheltenham, and had come under the influence of its famous Rector,
FRAXCIS CLOSE, afterwards Dean of Carlisle. Receiving great spiritual
blessing from his ministry, Mr. GREAVES remained an attached disciple
to the last, and, after the lapse of half a centlUT, \yould sometimes say
that he found himself unconscioLlsly reproducing the DEAx's expositions of those long gone days.
From the commencement of his
ministry :JIr. GREAYES'S sermons were beyond the ordinary character,
and attracted attention, and, after foul' years at :JIayfield, he resigned
the charge, and thenceforth frequently officiated at Cheltenham until
the appointment of the RECTOR to the Deanery of Carlisle. It was
well known that the DEAN earnestly desired the appointment of Mr.
GREAVES to the vacant Rectory, but t~e patrons thought fit to select
Dr. WALKER, then Vicar of Salford, and it is right to add that he
was a most faithful and zealous pastor.
"In a very short time the Rectory of Melcombe Regis, which
comprises a great part of Weymouth, fell vacant through the removal
of the present BISHOP of EXETER from Hinton Martel to Hampstead,
and the consequent transfer of the well-known CHARLES BRIDGES from
Weymouth to Hinton Martel. The Simeon Trustees then presented
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Mr. TALBOT GREAVES to Melcombe Regis, and he laboured there for a
quarter of a century, from 1856 to 1881. In that period his labours
were abundant; he freed the parish church from proprietary pews;
he was the means of building a second church in the parish; he was a
chief promoter of the 'IVeymouth College, and an influential supporter
of every philanthropic institution in the town. At length the time
for his removal arrived, and the event came to pass in a singular
manner.
The parish church at Clifton had fallen into a poor
condition through the incapacity of the lamented B[sHOP AKDERSON,
whose powers had suddenly failed, so that he had been completely laid
aside for three or foul' years. The pews in the church were chiefly
held as private property, and let by the proprietors for their personal
profit; the endowment was very small, and it was necessary to make
provision for payment of one-third of the net reyenue to the retiring
Vicar during his life. In addition to these circumstances, the parish
was then regarded as one which entailed more than ordinary expense
upon its incumbent. The patrons did not kno,v what to do with
the important position. They offered it, perhaps to several, but
certainly to two well-known clergymen, namely, the late Canon
:MONEY and Dr. BARLOW, the present Vicar of Islington. Both had
declined the offer for reasons already mentioned. At that time the
Rev. E. P. HATHAWAY was a trusted adviser of the Simeon 'l'rustees.
He wrote to a friend describing the difficulties of the patrons, but
a reply was sent stating that they need feel no difficulty in finding
a new Vicar. Mr. HATHAWAY at once challenged this by asking for a
few names, and six or seven were sent in without the knowledge of the
clergy thus mentioned, and it was well known that not one of them
would seek a change of sphere for himself. The first name on the
list was that of Mr. T.-\LBOT GREA-YES, and in a few days he wrote to
the same friend saying, 'The Simeon Trustees hav~ asked me to
undertake Clifton.
'IYhat shall I say l' The reply to this was,
'Have you not seen a ,ision of a man of :Jfacedonia crying, Come
over and help us ~' In the result he complied w'ith the wishes of
the patrons, and from October, 1881, to October, 1891, he was Vicar
of Clifton. On the first Sunday the large parish church was thronged,
and during the ten years large and liberal congregations were there
assembled. The evening congregation was specially remarkable from
the commencement.
"The pew system has been mentioned, and although for forty years
01' more it had been a subject of criticism, .Ylr. TALBOT GREAYES was
the first to take the matter in hand with a view to a speedy remedy.
He raised a sum of £4,000, or thereabouts, to purchase the pews, and
a large number of them were acquired and vested in trustees, who
were charged with the duty of maintaining Protestant simplicity of
worship. 'rhis work, undertaken in the best interests of the parish,
was afterwards made a cause of offence, and some of the weaker
Evangelicals lent themselves to the support of High Church critics.
But, nevertheless, subject to the maintenance of Protestant principles,
the income of the benefice has been raised to such an extent that
henceforth there need not be any difficulty in finding a Vicar.
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"In the year 1891, Mr. GREAVES retired from Clifton in order that
Mr. NEVILE SHERBROOKE might be appointed, and the latter ministered untjl the summer of 1897, when failing health led to his
retirement. Meanwhile, Mr. GREAYES, after a period of rest, had felt
able again to undertake some work, and he was appointed to the
Incumbency of Trinity Church, Torquay, which was then a proprietary
chapel vested in trustees. Upon commencing work in that place he
felt the need of an effort to erect a new Church, and to obtain a
district for it. With characteristic promptitude and vigour, the work
was commenced, and in the autumn of 1896 the new Church was
consecrated, and a district was legally assigned to it. Many liberal
contributors aided the undertaking, but they were moved to do so by
Mr. GREAYES. He not only appealed to his friends, but also gave of
his own means a total sum of £2,000, or thereabouts, towards the
church and its endowment. The result is that a handsome church
was erected, a new parish was formed, and the patronage was secured
This work being completed, Mr. GREAVES,
to Evangelical trustees.
being past seventy years of age, and 'Suffering from deafness, resigned
the charge, and his friend, the Rev. F. BISHOP, was appointed to
succeed him. He then returned to the neighbourhood of Clifton and
became a member of Mr. SHERBROOKE'S congregation.
Frequently
preaching at Clifton and in other places, and always ready to help his
clerical friends, he continued to do much voluntary work. But upon
Mr. SHERBROOKE'S resignation, circLlmstances occurred ,,-hich were
deeply regretted. The trustees nominated Canon STREATFIELD, \I"ho at
once announced his intention of abolishing the use of the black gown,
which had been continued in Clifton Parish Church from the time of
the Reformation. Mr. GREAYES, and some of his colleagues in the Pew
Trust, and other members of the congregation, protested, and Canon
STREATFIELD withdrew. He allowed his friends to publish an explanation, which was deemed unfair, and much controversy ensued. The
outside world supposed that there was a great deal of discord in the
congregation, but this was a mistake. Few, if any, really desired the
surplice; some were indifferent, others, while preferring the gown,
were silent; while many felt that to make a change in a direction
introduced and advocated by the High Church and Ritualistic party
was a mistake, and they objected to the change. Amongst these protestors was Mr. GREAVES, who silently bore an amount of persecution
which need not now be detailed, and is only mentioned in justice to
his memory. The Simeon Trustees did not take any steps to preserve
the use of the gown, and did not select a clergyman accustomed to
its use. The present Vicar made the change, and :Mr. GREAVES,
believing the movement to be in the wrong direction, left the congregation, while, as his actions showed, feeling no personal ill-will
He has since continued his voluntary
towards the present Vicar.
labours, preaching frequently and in many places.
,. It is not easy to estimate the results of spiritual work. But it
may be safely said that Mr. GREAYES was a preacher of remarkable
power, and young people from his congregation have largely entered
the ministerial ranks for both home and foreign work. The Rev.
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W. E. HUBBARD, the missionary who recently died in Africa, had
gone forth from the Clifton congregation, which has also furnished
the present head master of Trent College (the Rev. J. S. TUCKER),
the Vicar of St. Paul's, Penzance (the Rev. J. T. INSKIP), the
Curate of the Circus Church, Portsea (the Rev. ARTHUR DAY), and
others whose names I cannot now mention. His curates also now
fill many important positions. I name a few of them: the Rev.
JAMES Fox, Vicar of St. Nathaniel's, Bristol; the Rev. B. L. SUI01ms,
Rector of Haversham; the Re,. C. R. LILLY, Vicar of Emanuel
Church, Kennington; the Rev. F. JAXSEX, Vicar of Newton Solney;
and the Rev. J. ROBERl's, Vicar of Christ Church, Leicester. I must
not omit to notice his life-long devotion to the cause of Evangelical
Missions, especially in connection with the Church Missionary
Society, for which he both collected large sums and gave liberally
of his own means, sometimes anonymously and in a manner unknown
even to close friends. Kor most I omit mentioning the part taken
by him at the Clifton Conference, founded by his close friend the
Rev. S. A. WALKER, and continued by the Rev. JAMES ORMISTON.
There, year after year, Mr. GREAVES deli,ered opening addresses of
great power and permanent value. He was ever ready to unite in
this and other ways with his non-conforming brethren, and was, in
fact, an Evangelical of the old type. All this is now ended. In
TALBOT GREAVES the Protestant cause has lost, at a most critical
time, an able advocate, a wise counsellor, and a bold and unselfish
champion. He can ill be spared, as his friends think. But his
day's work is over. He was one who felt, as few feel, the difficulty
and danger of the present day. It may be that he is relieved from
darker and more troublous times yet to come. God only knows."
His powerful advocacy of God's truth in pulpit and cm platform will
now be sorely missed. His ample leisure and independent circumstances
allowed him to continue at the post of duty up to his latest hour. The
Protestant platform, especially, has been depri,ed by his deplored death
of one of its brightest lights. The annual Conference of believers at
Clifton has lost one of its strongest pillars. Referring again to these
truly refreshing yearly gatherings of the Lord's people, in which Mr.
GREAVES used to take a keen interest, we feel constrained to reproduce
a peculiarly expressive address which, at a short notice, he gave at one
of the evening meetings of the Conference in October, 1895, in addition
to a very remarkable speech made at the opening of the proceedings on
the previous day. The subject of the Conference was" The Love of
God," and »11'. GREAVES had already dwelt on an aspect of that love
not commonly considered, namely, the mutual love between the Divine
Persons in the Eternal Trinity. The brief seconu address to which
reference is made, was as follows :-" My dear friends, Mr. ORMISTON
has mentioned that there is a change in the arrangements to-night,
and there is one change that I regret, 'lnd that is that he. has asked
me to speak again, but I will only occupy your time a very few
moments, and I would desire to press one single thought upon you,
and it is the great importance. in dwelling upon the love of the Son
of God, that we should always remember that His incarnation has
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caused that love to flow in a new channel, and has clothed it with
new attributes. It still is God's love, but now it is man's love also;'
it is Divine love, but it is clothed with humanity; it is Divine love,
but it is replete with all the tenderness and all the brotherly kindnees
and all the sympathizing fellow-feeling of the Man, Christ Jesus. The
voice of the Old Testament is, 'Like as a father pitieth his children,
so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him.' The Old Testament tell~ us
of the compassion of God j01' men, but the voice of the New Testament.
goes farther. It tells us of the sympathy of God with men-' It
behoved Him in all things to be made like unto His brethren, that He
might be a mereiful and faithful High Priest;' ',Ye haye not an
High Priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities,
but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.' .-\nd
I am sure, my friends, we must all feel that the heart of God seems
to lie closer to our wants and to our woes now that it has become the
heart of Man-the heart of Man without sin, without any of the least
of that careless callousness of feeling which any admixture of sin
always produces; and, more than that, it is the heart of 'The Man
of Sorrows' acquainted with our grief. It is difficult, I know, to
conceive of anything being added to the Infinite, it is difficult to
conceive of any new experience in the case of Him w'ho is 'the same
yesterday, to-day, and for ever,' and yet it is undoubtedly true that
the love of the eternal Son has, through experience, groml both in
depth and in tenderness. It is no\\" the lo,e of One IV ho has passed
through all the phases of our human experience; it is the love of
One who 'has suffered, being tempted;' it is the loye of One who
knows the bitterness of loneliness, and who can euter into all the
fierceness of the struggle with evil, for He Himself has passed through
it all. Oh, what a wonderful thought it is that the incarnation of our
Lord has translated Divine compassion into human sympathy. And
there are times I am sure you all will testify, who really know the
Saviour, and who know what real spiritual experience means, my friends,
when the human love of the Lord Jesus Christ is unspeakably precious,
and absolutely needful to us. The love of abstract Deity sometimes
seems too far from us, too sublime for us; we want something that
shall come down into the very recesses of our own nature. There are
hours of bitter inward struggle, of fears, temptations, of sad memories
of sin, when we feel that we need, indeed, a human ear into \yhieh to
pour our sorrows; and if we know not Jesus in His true humanity and
tender love, we shall be in great danger of falling into that monstrous
and horrible substitute which Rome has inyented, 'auricular confession
to the priest.' And there are times, oh, times of bitter sorrow, when
we need indeed the sympathy of Jesus, You haye all, I am sure, had
experience of ihis. Who is there that has not been ready to say, Jesus, my sorrow lies too deep
For human ministry;
It knows not how to tell itself
To any but to Thee.'
And then, when you and I are called sometimes to stand almost heart-
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broken beside an open grave, I will venture to say that there are two
words which tell of the human love of Jesus, which carry with them a
power and a balm to our hearts which the contemplation simply of the
abstract love of God cannot confer-' Jesus wept.' And then let us
remember that such a sight of the blessed truth that, in the incarnation,
the Divine love of Christ has been clothed with all the tenderness and
sympathy of human love, is to expose us to very great danger of
theological error. 'Ve can never, depend upon it, let go our grasp of
the truth of the proper humanity of the Lord Jesus Christ, and of the
exquisite tenderness of His human love, without very great peril. I believe
that very much of the error of the Romish apostasy is to be traced up
simply to the want of realizing the true humanity and tender human
love of the Son of God. You remember St. J 0hn gives us a test of
Antichrist in the 4th chapter of his First Epistle. He says: 'Hereby
know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus
Christ is come in the flesh is of God, and every spirit that confesseth
not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, is not of God: and this is
that spirit of Antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come;
and even now already is it in the world.'
" Well, some people say, then Rome cannot be Antichrist, because
certainly Rome does not deny the incarnation of the Son of God.
Not in words, my friends, but practically she does deny it. Do
:rou think that if the Romish Apostasy had only held fast the true,
proper humanity of the Lord Jesus Christ, the reality of His body
and the reality of His human soul, that she could ever have
plunged, head-foremost, as she has done, into the terrible superstition and drivelling and degrading materialism of the doctrine of
transubstantiation 1 Never! And then the whole system of sacerdotalism in the Church of Rome, the ,,"hole system of interposing
between the sinner and the Saviour a human priesthood, all springs
out of the '\"ant of a real grasp of the true humanity of our Lord
Jesus Christ, and, ob, how has Rome thrust :llary into the place of
Christ! How terribly she has transformed the loving Saviour,
the tender Brother, the faithful Friend of sinners into a terrible
judge, into a tremendous figure clothed with terrors, approachable
by sinners only through some more gentle intercessor; it is sad to
think of, that for all practical purposes of religious worship, the
mother of Jesus is to the poor Romanist just the benignant
patroness, to whose maternal persuasions with whom, if she can be
induced to plead with her awful Son, the poor sinnel' may trust
for final mercy. Relentless to others, hard to move, Christ yields
to the prayers of His mother!
"It seems as if the present generation of Romanists would carry
this most deplorable process a step further. Evp.r since Mary has
been proclaimed 'Immaculate,' as a sort of semi-deity, entirely
untouched by the stains and by the passions of fallen man, there
has been a new cult growing up in the Church of Rome. I refer
to the worship of 'St. Joseph.' This is fervently pressed forward
now by a large and influential body of fanatics in the Church of
Rome, especially in Ireland and in France. Joseph now must plead
T
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with the awful mother, in order that she again may plead with the
yet more alvful Son. Oh, how utterly dishonouring to the One
Mediator is all this! My dear friends, the cry is, 'Mary, pray for
us,' 'Joseph, pray for us,' and it is just the miserable voice
of an evil heart of unbelief which has lost its grasp of the very
humanity, of the tender sympathy of the God-1fan, Christ Jesus.
Oh, let us hold fast the precious truth, that the Divine compassion of God is (if I muy venture to use such a term) now
clothed upon with human sympathy. What would we have more 1
It is a glorious and a wondrous thought, my friends, to go
forth at night and look up at the stars above us, and then to
think that between us and those distant, glittering suns there is no
intervening cloud, no darkness at all, but directly and immediately
their glorious beams stream down upon us. But I will tell you a
more glorious thought than that, a more amazing one, that between
Him who bears a human heart upon the throne of God, and the poor
sinner do')'n on earth, there is no intervening cloud, there is no darkness at all, 'but directly and immediately, and without intervention
of saint, or angel, or virgin, or priest, or church, there comes down
the glorious light of a love which is at once human and Divine.
My dear friends, is this not enough for us 1 What more would we
have 1 Shall we accept of sacerdotalism? Shall we accept of an
earthly priesthood 1 Shall we have recourse to inferior mediators?
'What more would we ha,e than this? A tender Sayiom', a sympathizing Brother, 'a Friend that sticketh closer than a brother,'
One who has trodden our path of toil, and conflict, and sorrow, and
loneliness, right on from a mother's womb to the mouth of the grave,
and who has translated the compassion of God into the sympathy
of man!"
The interment of the remains of the deal' departed servant of Christ
took place at Mayfield, Staffordshire, his nati,e village, where his
estates lay. On the preceding day, howe,er (Friday, February 24th),
a service was held in Clifton Parish Church-the scene of his fruitful
ministry of ten years.
The C01'te[le left Stoke House, Stoke Bishop, near Bristol, the
residence of Mr. GREAVES, at eleven o'clock. The coffin was met at the
principal door by the Rev. J. ORMISTON (Rector of St. Mary-le-port), and
the Rev. T. C. CHAPMAN (Vicar of Christ Church, Clifton), the latter
repeating the opening lines of the service. The remaining officiating
clergy, the Rev. G. F. HEAD (Vicar), BISHOP MARSDE=>, and the Rev.
S. F. AtFORD (Vicar of St. Andrew-the-Less, Hotwells) were in the
chancel. The hymn, "For ever with the Lord," ha,ing been sung,
the 90th Psalm was read by the Rev. J. ORmSl'o=>, and the VICAR read
the lesson, Corinthians xv. The Rev. F. S. ALFoRD took the subsequent
prayers, and after the hymn, "Lo, round the throne, at God's right
hand," BISHOP MARSDEN (Assistant Bishop of Bristol) pronounced the
Benediction. The officiating clergy preceded the coffin to the west
door, the organist playing, "0 rest in the Lord." The following
were the mourners who accompanied the remains to Mayfield :-Mrs.
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TALBOT GREAVES, Dr. McLEAN (brother-in-law), and Miss E. GREAVES;
Miss ALrcE GREAVES, and Mrs. W. GREAVES; Mr. and Mrs. J. INsKrp,
Miss INSKIP, Mr. INsKrp, jun.; Mr. and Mrs. ~WILKINSON, Mr. J. WILKINSON, and Mr. SrLCox.
At Mayfield Church on the Saturday a large number of mourning
friends-many from a distance-assembled in the church at eleven
o'clock, when the closing service was held. The hymn, "For ever
with the Lord," was sung, and a touching address was delivered by
the Rev. THOMAS GRAHAi\I, of Southborough, Kent, an old and valued
friend of the departed one. The sen-ice at the graveside was taken
by the Rev. A. EVILL, Vicar of the parish, and the Rev. F. C. JANSEN.
Before leaving the church, Mr. GRAHAM spoke as follows :-" Since
my arrival at this place I have been unexpectedly asked to deliver a
short address. Therefore, you must not expect more than a few brief
words; but no prepared address is needful, as my words will be spoken
from a full heart. My first thought is in connection with our burial
service, or, as I sometimes term it, our resurrection service, for it
begins with the thought of the resurrection and the life, and
reminds us of Him who has abolished death and brought life and
immortality to light. In the opening sentences there seem to be, as
it were, three speakers-First, the Lord of Life Himself saying, 'I am
the Resurrection and the Life; he that believeth in Me, though he
were dead, yet shall he li,'e;' 1lecondly, we seem to hear, as it were,
the departing one responding, 'I know that my Redeemer liveth, and
that He shall stand at the latter day upon the earth. And though
after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see
God;' and, thirdly, the mourner joins, 'The Lord gave, and the Lord
hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.' lIby we not
say, on this occasion, 'Blessed be the name of the Lord for all that
He gave in the sen-ant now taken from us l'
" How great is the loss to each one of U$. I speak out of personal
experience. He was one of my oldest friends. For thirty-seven years
I was known to him, and I can only testify to the unspeakable
value of this friendship to myself. I have lost one who was chiefest
in the forefront of low. I cannot interpret the personal feelings of
others, but I have been struck by his singular interest in young
people, and his great influence over them. A year ago he officiated
at the marriage of my daughter, and well do I remember his masterly
address, so 'full of wisdom, tenderness, and love. I had often listened
to his conversations, by which he had helped her in every way.
Many in his parishes can say the like. But we must look beyond
ourselves, for we have lost a public man, and the public loss is very
great in this crisis of the Church of England, and therefore, as I
believe, of our country itself. We think of his powerful and cultured
intellect, his wide and deep learning, his singular eloquence, his commanding influence, and his unwearied assiduity and zeal, and we
thankfully remember that all these talents were Ranctified for the
Master's use, and devoted to the Master's glory. For many years he
had borne a faithful testimony, sometimes amidst much misunderstanding. He had been a standard-bearer, a champion of Christ's
T
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truth, known everywhere, and ever ready to come and help in re~ponse
to the many invitations which continually reached hiQ].. On Friday
last I was present at a large meeting of the Council of the National
Protestant Union, when a resolution was unanimously and cordially
passed, expressing the deep regrets of the Council at the loss which
had been sustained. This is significant of the high honour and
estimation in which Mr. TALBOT GREAVES was held. Moreover, he
was not a mere partisan, and he contended, not for mere victory, but
for his Master's sake, and for the truth of Christ, ever preaching
Jesus Christ, and speaking as one who knew the Saviour and loved
Him with an ardent love. Not in public only, but in priYate also,
he spoke for the Master, and some here present will remember with
me that he was gifted with singular felicity of expression in family
prayer. He was always true to Protestant md Evangelical principles.
There were two words upon which he dwelt on many occasions-they
were, ' with Christ.' He ever reminded us of the Saviour's declaration,
, He that is not with Me is against Me.' I once heard Him say that
personal holiness is sympathy with God. What a perfect definition is
this, reminding us that there must be not only external actions, but
interJ;lal character also. The work of the pastor is to gather sheep for
the flock, stones for the temple, jewels for the crown, and souls for
the Saviour. 'He that gathereth not with :Jle scattereth abroad.'
Our dear friend's work is done. _l f;w days since he was in activity
and now he is gone.
,Ye sorrow not as those "lYithout hope. 'N e
look forward to the time when there shall be no separation, because
we shall' ever be with the Lord.'" :JIr. GRAILU1 added a Yery earnest
exhortation to the congregation that they should be satisfied with
nothing less than a personal and experimental interest in Christ's
Redemption, and a personal committal of the soul to Him.
MR. GREAVES'S POSTHUMOUS SERMON.
At St. Andrew's-the-Less, Dowry Square, Bristol, on the following
Sunday morning, the Vicar (the Rev. S. F. ALFORD) read to a full
congregation the sermon which the Rev. TALBOT GREAVES had intended
to preach there on the previous Sunday. The discourse was found
in the study of our beloved friend after his death. Before reading the
pathetic address, Mr. ALFORD made a few remarks upon the uncertainty of life, illustrated by Mr. GREAVES'S call, and pointed out the
lesson that their plans for the future need always be contingent
upon the Divine will. He spoke, too, of the loss which the Church of
England and the neighbourhood had suffered through :YIr. GREAVES'S
death, and said that many had to thank God for the faithfulness and
earnestness of his ministry. The text of the sermon was, "Through
sanctification of the Spirit." The now glorified writer said that it was
an ill day for them when they began to think lightly of the work of
the Holy Spirit in them.
Sanctification meant purification, and it
began in regeneration. The means by which the Holy Spirit fed,
sustained, and strengthened the new nature that He had implanted
in the believer was the Word.
The Scriptures were constantly
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employed for the growth of the Spirit.
How important, then, that
the truth should be preached, that they should never tolerate a
ministry which left out the great doctrine and precepts of the Gospel..
It was the truth that sanctified, and if they did not hear the truth
they would not, depend upon it, grown in sanctification. They only
progressed in sound living as they progressed in sound understanding.
They should not say of such an error that it was a mere matter of
opinion. If it was a mere maUer of opinion to-day, it wMld be a
matter of practice to-morrow.
The Holy Spirit always taught
Scripturally. Let them examine well all teaching, for if it were not
~criptural, it was certainly not the teaching of the Holy Spirit.
It
was in the fountain filled with blood that the Holy Spirit bathed the
soul. There was no purification by mere dictates of morality; outward rites, gorgeous ceremonies, did not cleanse. It was by faith
that the Holy Ghost sanctified. "God hath chosen you to salvation
through belief of the truth." The faith of God's elect was a means of
their sanctification. Let them seek to realize more that iL was by
faith, by reliance on the blood of Jesus, that the Holy Spirit sanctified
the believer. Let him beseech them in Christ's name to seek practical
holiness, to walk as children of the light, and let the world see them
in the beauty of holiness. Let them consider the high value that God
set on real holiness, since the Three Persons were represented as
co-working to produce a Church without spot or blemish. Those
who despised holiness were in direct conflict with God. Were they
elect of God the Father 1 It was that they might be holy. Were
they redeemed by God the Son 1 It was that they might be holy.
Were they regenerated by God the Holy Spirit1 It was that they
might be holy.
He prayed them who proposed to be followers of
Christ to set nlue on piety of life and godliness of conyersation.
He pointed out to the. uncon'lerted that they must first be believers
in the Lord Jesus, and then they might be holy.
A PULPIT REFERENCE.
At Moxy-le-port Church, Bristol, on the Sunday next after the funeral,
the Rector (the Rev. JAMES ORMISTON) preached a special sermon on the
subject of the late Rev. TALBor GREAVES'S life and ministry. The text
taken was 2 Timothy i. 12, "For the which cause I also suffer these
things; nevertheless, I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have
believed, and am' persuaded that He is able to keep that which I
have committed to Him against that day." One subject, Mr.
OR)IISro:--r observed, has very largely occupied their minds during the
last week-the sudden and tragic home-call of God's faithful servant,
their loved friend, the Rev. TALBOT GREAVES.
Less than twelve
months ago Mr. GREA';ES took for his text in Mary-Ie-port pulpit the
passage which has been chosen for the present occasion. In selecting
a text for a memorial sermon, he (the preacher) felt that no more
appropriate Scripture could be found, as aptly outlining the character,
ministry, and experience of Mr. GREAVES, than that apostolic passage.
In the first place, they could not fail to recognize the fact that Mr.
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GREAVES'S character-as Divine grace had formed it--was distinctly
Pauline. His distinguishing spiritual qualities were manly, energetic,
strong. There was nothing effeminate in his character. His model
was found in the words of the great Apostle of the Gentiles, " Stand
fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong." He was too resolute
in the truth to be carried away by religious fashions and winds of
doctrine. He knew whom he believed and trusted, and clave to Him
fully. 'Po compromise with the times, and to accommodate himself
to the occasion, were methods he could never adopt. He had counted
the cost of following Christ, and witnessing to His name and truth
In his ministry he displayed remarkable fearlessness. He advocated,
without any apologies, the old and true Gospel of the grace of God.
He was "not ashamed" to proclaim, in the most clear and forcible
language, the more humbling doctrines of the Gospel, such as the
election of sinners to salvation, and the sovereign operations of the
Holy Spirit.
His own faith was clear.
He knew Christ as his
personal Redeemer, and exalted Him accordingly. His persuasion of
the efficacy of the free grace of God \vas so grounded and settled
that his testimony was marked by an authority which gave deep
reality and tone to his pulpit and platform utterances. His attachment to the Eva.ngelical and Protestant principles on which the
Church of the Reformation is based was loyal and firm.
::I'Iany of
the addresses which he deli,ered at the Clifton Conferences were of
great value, but probably that which he delivered last October, under
exceptional circumstances, was the most precious of all. In experience,
Mr. GREAVES was one who undoubtedly suffered temporal and
ecclesiastical loss for the truth's sake.
"For the 'iYhich cause I
He was consistently willing to endure
also suffer these things."
hardness for Christ's name's sake.
Fidelity to Evangelical and
Protestant principles barred his way to those descriptions of Church
preferment which are usually understood to be honours and dignities.
If brilliant talents, competent learning, social position, faithfulness to
the doctrinal standards of the Church, and munificent support of
Church work at home and abroad constituted a sufficient claim on
the consideration of the administrators of high ecclesiastical patronage,
then the treatment meted aut to God's faithful senant, YIr. GREAVES,
amounted to a grave departure from the obligations inseparable from
the trusteeship vested in the advisers of the Crown and the Episcopal
Bench. This injustice, however, was borne unrnurrnuringly by the
eminent minister of Christ, whose departure they mourned that day,
and he now rested from toil and strife in the presence of his Lord
and Master.
ASSUREDLY the purpose of our aftlictions is to lead us into a deeper
knowledge of self, and into a closer intimacy with Jesus Christ. And
how frequently are we privileged at such seasons, by faith, of Jesus
causing us to crave more after Him, persuaded that" None but Jesus
can do helpless sinners good." And shall we shrink at suffering,
when the great Captain of our salvation was made perfect through
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PASTORAL NOTES.
CHRISTI,IKE LOVE.

"Now abideth faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these
is love." (R.V.)-l CORINTHIAKS xiii. 13.
How great then mnst love be! Faith is a great thing; what noble
Hope is a great
deeds it has been the means of accomplishing.
thing; what a blessing it has been to countless multitudes, cheering,
comforting, and animating them in a marvellous manner. Bnt loveChristlike love-is greater still.
A modern writer says :-" If I were to sketch a picture of these
three sisters, I should not make-as is often done-three graceful
figures, beautiful in countenance, and expressive in form and attitude, twining their arms together. That may be ,ery artistic and
imaginative; but it is not very practical.
I should rather paint
them as in one room together. Faith bending over a book-the
Book of God-her face all glowing with hallowed emotion, yet full
of the deep calm of divine and inward peace, as she reads the
, exceeding great and precious promises.' Hope sitting in the windowseat, and gazing, with earnest, dreaming eyes, and face serenely
bright, upon the setting sun; watching intently, as the amber clouds
open their gates, and, in fancy, admit her into the city of everlasting light.
Love, turning her tender looks now on the one
sister, and now on the other, and smiling a smile, caught from Christ,
as she thinks of the widow and the fatherless, cheered and comforted
by thc garments at which her hands are working."
~Why, we may ask, is love greater than faith and hope ~ For one
thing, because it is1. :JIORE BUEFIcuL.-Faith is highly beneficial. It instrumentally
unit.es to Christ, and it secures justification.
Without faith it is
impossible to please God, but with faith it is possible to please Him,
and to find acceptance with Him. Hope also is beneficial. Who
can say how much we owe to it 7 It is an "anchor of the soul,"
and it keeps the Christian ,essel safe in many storms. But love
is more beneficial still. " Love is the fulfilling of the law." Love
is a certain proof of the new birth, and of our being numbered
amongst the children of God. See the effect of love in a loving,
Christlike life.
See its effects in a Christian home.
If it were
universal, the whole world would be transformed by it, and would
become an earthly paradise.
Love is also greater than faith and hope because it is2. MORE POWERFuL.-Faith is a power, and hope is a power; but
love is a greater power.
At this springtide season of the year we
notice that there is a :lontinual contest going on between the warmth
of the sun and the winter's cold; the former seems to be the victor
during the day, and the latter the victor during the night; but
gradually, as the sun rises. higher in the heavens, and shines longer,
its warm bright rays overcome the cold, and winter has to give
place to summer.. Such is the power of Christlike love. See its
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mally-sidedness as expressed in the Apostle's description :-it includes
patiEnce, kindness, generosity, humility (verse 4), courtesy, unselfishness,
good temper, guilelessness (verse 5), and delight in righteousness and
truth (verse 6). This power we all may wield in some measure, if
we are influenced by Christlike love.
Love is also greater than faith and hope because it is-·
3. MORE BEAUTIFuI".-Faith is a beautiful thing. How beautiful
is the simple faith of a little child! Hope is a beautiful thing.
How remarkable it is as seen in animating the young, and enabling
-them without flinching, and even with enthusiasm, to face the difficulties and perils and drawbacks of life. But love is more beautiful still.
How beautiful is the love of a mother for her child-pure, devoted,
and unselfish love. And Christlike love is more beautiful still. Can
we not imagine it, as shown in the character and life of the" beloved
Apostle," who reclined on the Saviour's breast, and wrote the three
loving Epistles which are. called by his name? Love also4. INCLUDES FAITH A -D HOPE.-To some extent it springs from
faith and hope. 'Ye believe, we hope, and then we love; and the
more fully and perfectly we believe and hope, the more fully and
perfectly we love.
Love includes the highest faith and hope,
and yet it sometimes acts independently. For example, in the case
of fatal sickness, "hen faith and hope are gone, lo,e will yet continue
its tender ministrations. It has been said that "other graces are
useful, and ha,e particular times and ways in which they operate, like
the wind, rain, and snow; but love operates continuously like the
sun, which tempers the wind, warms the rain, melts the snow, and
daily exerts its beneficial influence, whether it is seen or not."
Love also is greater than faith and hope, because it more truly5. PAR'l.'AKES OF THE DIYIKE NATuRE.-Faith is the gift of God,
and hope is of His implanting, but love is a part of the Divine
nature, for "God is love," and Christlike love is of God. It came
from God, and it tends towards God. "'Ve love Him, because He
first loved us." " Love is of God; and everyone that loveth is born
of God, and knoweth God. He that loveth not, knoweth not God,
for God is love." Love is thus an6. ESSEXTIAL PRIXCIPLE IK ALL TRUE RELIGIOK.-Faith is a illark
of a Christian, and so is hope, but love marks him more clearly
still. The celebrated JOHK PAYSOK, when he was dying, said, "I
long to be able to place a full cup of happiness in the hand of every
human being." Is not this the essential spirit-or ought it not to be
so-of every true child of God? "I seem to see," said JOHN
NEWTON, "as it were two great heaps in the world, one of human
misery, and the other of human happiness, and I feel that if I can
take even but a little bit from the one and add to the other, I have
gained a point. If, for example, when I am returning home to-day,
I happen to see a little child who has lost a halfpenny, and by
giving her another halfpenny I can wipe away her tears, I shall feel
that I have done something to lessen human sorrow, and to add to
human happiness. I should like to be able to do great things, but
this does not prevent me from being glad to 'do even such little
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things." Was not the good man right in this 7 And is not
love sometimes curtailed, and made inoperate, because we think.
it is not worth while-or, from some cause or other we fail-to show
it in little things 7
Lastly, we may notice, that love is greater than faith and hope
because it is7. MORE ENDURING.-This fact the Apostle brings strongly forward
in connection with the words before us. "Love," he says, "neTo'er
faileth. Whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there
be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall
vanish away." Ere long, prophecies will be fulfilled; faith will be
absorbed in sight; our present imperfect knowledge will be eclipsed in
the perfect knowledge of heaven. 'Ye shall also then have no need
to exercise hope, for we shall have attained to that which we hoped
for. But love-Christlike, Godlike love-will exist, and flourish, and
bring forth fruit to all eternity.
This Christlike love ought not to be mistaken for "charity," as we
commonly understand and use the word, or almsgiving. The Apostle
Paul distinetly guards us against this mistake \I-hen he says, "Though
I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and have not love, it profiteth
me nothing." And also it ought not to be mistaken for that spirit of
indifference which appears to be so rife and prevalent in the present
day, aud which cares not, or does not take the trouble to distinguish
between truth and error, right and wrong, light and darkness. The
beloved Apostle strongly warns us against this when he says: "If
there come any unto you and bring not this doctrine [the doctrine of
Christ], receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed;
for he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds."
This Christlike love is a sense and realization of Divine love in the
soul, a belief in the wondrous love wherewith we are loved, and then
the outcome of that love in outward action.
This love is a pow-er, a mighty power, and it is a power which is,
we believe, to rule the universe by-and by. A time is coming when
everything that is antagonistic to that love will be removed, and then
it will reign supreme-God's own eternal, infinite love-and it will be
enjoyed in the hearts of God's people for ever.
Would that it were manifested now by all the Lord's dear people fully
towards one another! Undoubtedly it is sometimes 80 manifested,
and that in a noble manner; and we may be sure that Christlike love
does exist in the hearts of all the Lord's dear children towards each
other, but it does not seem to be always shown as it might be.
Perhaps the exhortation is practically forgotten, "Keep yoursel,es in
the love of God," that is, in the belief and the enjoyment of Divine
love-and how 7-by believers" building themselves up in their most
holy faith," and" praying in the Holy Ghost," praying that that Divine
love may be more and more shed abroad in their hearts; and then
they can scarcely help overflowing in lo,e to one another. Too often,
also, another exhortation is forgotten, "Let all bitterness, and wrath,
and anger, and evil-speaking be put away from you, with all malice;
and be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another,
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even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you." And again,
" Walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given Himself
for us." How high the standard!
There is a very large amount of activity, and a considerable amount
of earnestness displayed by the different sections of the outward and
visible Church in the present day, but that does not take the place of
love; and is there not in connection with that activity and that earnestness, too often a lack of love, or at least a lack of the evidences of it?
Does it not seem as if the power of Christlike love were forgotten?
Is not the Psalmist's statement too often overlooked, "Behold, how
good and pleasant a thing it is for brethren to dwell together in
unity"? Considering the matter from a human point of view, Christian
influence would probably be far, far greater, and Christian work would
be far more successful, if Christlike love were more plainly and directly
manifested in connection with them.
How wonderful is the statement, "He that dwelleth in love, dwelleth
in God and God in him!" And again, "If we love one another, God
dwelleth in us, and His love is perfected in us." The mighty God, the
great eternal J ehovah, condescending to come into a human heart and
dwelling there! Can we venture to hope that this great privilege is ours?
Oh that we may be permitted to do so! Oh for grace to obey more and
more earnestly the Apostolic exhortation to "FOLLOW AFTER LOVE;" to
fervently desire it, to pray for it, to seek it, and perseleringly and
practically to show it.
Oh to be filled ,Yith the deepest sense and
realization of Divine love, and then to bring forth abundantly its fruits
and effects! Let us avoid everything th3.t can interfere ,Yith it and
its full development. Let us discomage gossip, scandal, taking up a
reproach against a Christian brother, feelings of envy or jealousy, and
roots of bitterness. Let us endeavolU' to prole in our own persons,
and in our daily life and actions, the truth of the Apostle's statement
when he says, "Love suffereth long and is kind; envieth not;
vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up; doth not behave itself unseemly;
seeketh not her own; is not easily provoked; thinketh no evil;
beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, enc1ureth
all things; love never faileth." And may we prole this more and
more until we realize what love is in its perfection and its fulness
in our Father's home of love above.
"0 love divine, how sweet thou art,
When shall I find my willing heart
All taken up by Thee?
My thirsty spirit faints to prove
The greatness of redeeming love,
The love of Christ to me.
" God only knows the love of God;
Oh that it now were shed abroad
In this poor stony heart.
For love I sigh, for love I pine;
This only portion, Lord, be mine,
Be mine this better part."
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OPEN REBELLION.
UNDT,;R the above title Sir WrLLIAM HARCOURT has addressed the
following spirited letter to the Times ; SIR,-At last we have eonfitentes reos. The Romanizing caucus has
gathered its forces in the Grafton Gallery, ~t. Paul's, and the Cannon
Street Hotel. The rebellion has been formally announced, and
ecclesiastical anarchy proclaimed "with all solemnity. The Archbishops are menaced, the law is defied, and every priest is henceforth
to be his own Pope. The meeting of the 200 at the Holborn Town
Hall was only a preliminary skirmish. LORD HALIFAX, the ecclesiastical JACK CADE, reserved himself for greater things. I know not if
CAKON GORE will declare himself absolutely unconscious of the Cannon
Street Hotel. It is a great thing gained to have forced these
gentlemen into the open. Those who have paid any attention to
these matters have long been well acquainted with the nature and
extent of this lawless conspiracy. But it suited the purpose of those
whose duty it was to deal with it, partly from sympathy, mostly
from cowardice, to maintain or feign an ignorance which absolved
them from action. The blindness of the Gallios of the Treasury
Bench is conceivable, but that the ignorance of the Episcopate of
the real condition of the Church which is under their charge is as
profound as they profess passes the limits cif belief.
However, there is now an end of all this subterfuge. No man
can now be heard to say that the lawlessness in the Church is a
small affair, or the work of a "few extreme men." It is, on the
contrary, as I have persistently maintained, the "ork of a powerful.
organization whose object is the subversion of the law of the
National Church. In the face of the "statement of the English
Church Union," set forth on authority, that is a proposition which
cannot any longer be denied. LORD H.HIFAX and his confederates
have delivered us from the minimising cant of Episcopal and Ministerial
optimism. The next step which is necessary is to publish far and
wide the names of the beneficed clergy and others who hold their
orders and preferments under the law, and are consenting and
approving parties to this impudent manifesto. There will be somepossibly not a few-who will repUdiate such proceedings, as I read
that CANOK SANDERSON has done at Brighton last week. But those
who continue members of the English Church Union must be taken
to be responsible for its official action, and it is high time that the
public should know who and what manner of men they are.
Of that outrageous document, which is dignified with the title
of a "statement," it is difficult to speak seriously. That a set of
men should gravely attempt to persuade the English laity that
no change was effected at the Reformation in the administration of
the Church beyond the exclusion of the Papal authority-that the
Crown and Parliament since the time of HENRY VIII. have claimed
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and exercised no authority or jurisdiction over the National Chnrch
other than that which was used by their predecessors-is an
historical impertinence which it would be an insult to the intelligence of your readers to waste time in refuting. Every schoolboy
(as MAGAULAY would have said) knows that it was by the lay courts
and the lay statutes, from the date of the "Submission of the
Clergy," that the work of the Reformation was accomplished and
maintained. But LORD HALIFAX not only falsifies the history of
the past, but the facts of to-day. He takes upon him to say that
"the Archbishops have announced their inteution to hear any matters
brought before them, and to determine them irrespective of the Privy
Council." He might as well say that a County Court Judge determined
to hear a case irrespective of the decision of the House of Lords. Of
course, in one sense, he does, because he does not know whether the
final Court of Appeal will support his judgment or not. But if
LORD HALIFAX intends that the Archbishops are his accomplices
in defying the authority of the Privy Council as the final judge
in ecclesiastical causes, I venture to affirm that such a statement is
absolutely contrary to the facts. And this statement is put forth
in the face of the circumstance that the Episcopate propose to
promote a Bill for a new ecclesiastical jurisdiction, founded on the
report of a Commission by which the fundamental principle was
established that the final Court of _~ppeal should be exclusi,ely lay in
its constitution, "it being the inalienable right of the laity to appeal
in the last resort to the Urown." The style and the principles of this
rescript are equally audacious and absurd. ",Ye ha,e denied and
we deny the right of the Cro\m of England or the Parliament to
determine the doctrine, the discipline, and the ceremonial of the
Church of England."
,Vhat is the use of "we" denying anything of the sort 1 ",'IT e "
might as well deny the right of the Crown and Parliament to tax
the people. The only reply to this nonsense which it is necessary
to give is that the Crown and Parliament, when they enacted the
Prayer Book in the teeth of the bishops and the clergy, did determine all the conditions of the Church 'of England as established by
law, and have continued to do 'so for more than three centuries.
This is the kind of title which the law-abiding English people ha,e
the habit of re;;pecting, and it is not going to be set aside by a set
of mutinous priests who have combined together to restore the
Mass and the Confessional. It is for this reason that LORD HALIFAX
and his allies are so anxious to. repudiate the argument of non-user,
however long and continuous. There is only one point in the
statement which is worth noticing.
"We cannot admit, in view of the history of the Church of England,
that any interpretation of the rubrics of the Book of Common Prayer
can be legitimate which relies on the principle that omission. to
prescribe is equivalent to prohibition to use."
'Was there ever a statement either more audaciously untrue or
more profoundly ignorant than thi" 1 What is it that the most
simple view of the history of the Church of England teaches, except
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that the reform of the Church was effected principally-I might
say altogether-by the omission from the Liturgy of the superstitious principles and practices which had hitherto prevailed, and
which it was, indeed, to prohibit in the future 1 This is made
clear beyond all doubt by the language of the Prefaces to the
Prayer Book respecting services :-" Here are left out many things
whereof some are untrue, some uncertain, some vain and superstitious"
And again as to the abolition of ceremonies it is said. " Some at the first were of godly intent and. purpose devised, and
yet at length turned to vanity and superstition; some entered into
the Church by undiscreet devotion, and such a zeal as was without
knowledge; and for because they were winked at in the beginning,
they grew daily to more and more abuses which, riot only for their
unprofitableness, but also because they have much blinded the
people and obscured the glory of God, are worthy to be cut away
and clean rejected."
Nothing can be clearer than this statement. The practices and
ceremonies of the pre-Reformation Church which were omitted in
the reformed Liturgy were deliberately "cut away and dean
rejected" for the reason that" they had much blinded the people
and obscured the glory of God." And now the whole object of the
"Catholic revival" is to reproduce all the practices and ceremonies
which were thus" clean rejected" at the Reformation, on the ridiculous
pretence that there is in the formularies no express "prohibition
to use," as if the omission from the Liturgy was not in itself the
prohibition, enforced by the solemn vow of every ecclesiastic that
he will use the English Liturgy and none other. Of such miserable
stuff is this "statement" compounded. It is characterized alike by
the feebleness and the violence of men who seem to have lost the
faculty of discriminating between what is true and what is not,
between law and anarchy, between common sense and unreason.
It carries with it its own punishment in the reprobation of all
reasonable and law-abiding men.
It is greatly in the interest of the Church that the issue should
be so clearly defined. The laity now know what they have to meet
It is a plain, uncompromising demand that the National Church, its
faith, practices, and ritual, shall be in the hands and at the discretion
of ecclesiastics alone. That is a direct denial of the first principles of
the English Reformation, which was the work of the laity for the
laity, who also in the tribunals for the final decision of Church questions have provided for themselves a necessary and adequate safeguard.
~ Nothing, I think, can be more inconsequent than the plea of the
DEAN 01" ST. PAUL'S that this is to be reversed because it does not
suit the tastes of a section of the clergy who desire to restore the
ecclesia"tical domination.
The whole object of this' demonstration
was, of course, to terrorize the Bishops. But it remains to be seen
whether the Bishops are still to be intimidated.
I have only to
repeat what I have already said-that if the Bishops have not the
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will, the capacity, or the courage to put down this open insurrection
against the law of the Church, the insurrection will put down the
Bishops.
There is one satisfactory feature in the business, namely,
the small importance of the names, as given in the Guardian, by whom
LORD HALIFAX was supported on his platform at the Cannon Street
Hotel. Even counting the Rev. the Hon. A. HANBURy-TRAOY (the
BISHOP OF LONDON'S latest importation), there are hardly half-a-dozen
names of any known influence in the Church. It is all very fine for
LORD HALIFAX to boast of his readiness to accept Disestablishment,
but when it comes to the pinch the great body of the clergy will
prefer, as they did at the Reformation, submission to the law rather
than rebellion with its consequences. For those who desire to kick
against the pricks there remains the old scholastic alternative, Aut
disce aut cliscecle; manet sors tertia ccedi. It must be remembered
that there is not one of these men who did not obtain his orders and
his preferments by pledging his faith, not only to the doctrines aml
practices, but also to the system of Church government which he
knew to be in force at the time of his ordination. but which he now
seeks to repudiate and overthrow. And, whatever: else may come of
the "crisis," the people of England will not tolerate a violation of
good faith and a breach of trust on the part of men who ought to be
examples of public honour and honesty.~Yom obedient senant,
",V. V. HARoouRT.
THE LATE PASTOR CHINIQUY

A~D

THE PRIESTS.

"IT is the historic policy of the Roman Catholic clergy (says the
Toronto Sentinel) to vilify after his death every man who leaves their
Church, and notwithstanding the fact that the AROHBISHOP of
MONTREAL displayed commendable comtesy to the late Rev. Dr.
CHINIQUY on his death-bed, others of the clergy in that city have taken
to denouncing him as a hypocrite and an impious man. No less a
personage than the Rev. ABBE BOURRASSA, principal of the Laval
University, speaking of his end, said that' he was a famous apostate
who had entered into the Church by insinuating hypocrisy, and made
an ignominious exit.' Touching the book which the Rev. F_\THER
CHIKIQUY had written, the Abbe described it as 'a poor pamphlet,
and the work of a vulgar peddler of impiety.'
"When it is remembered that the Rev. FATHER CHI:'IIQUY was a
member of the Roman Catholic Church for over fifty years of his life,
it is certainly stretching the record to say that he entered that Church
by 'insinuating hypocrisy,' and when he left that Church and lived
for forty years a consistent Christian life, and died in the faith that
he had professed, believing in the efficacy of his religion, it is an
outrage on good taste and decency for any prelate to speak of him as
a hypocrite.
" The danger to the Roman Catholic Church from a man like the
Rev. FATHER CHINIQUY is fully apprehended by the clergy in Montreal.
He lived among his fellow-countrymen a Protestant, showing all the
graces of a righteous life, going to the grave with a profession of his
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new faith upon his lips, and expressing the conviction that his
salvation was sure. Such a life is an object lesson to the Roman
Catholics of Canada that the Church has reason to fear, and it is on
this account that the clergy improve every opportunity to defame him"
and hold him np to obloquy. The name of the Rev. FATHER CHINIQUY
will live in the history of this DOlfiinion as one of the greatest men
that Canada has produced-great in that he was superior to the most
perfect political organization in the world, the Church of Rome."

TWO TRAITOROUS MOVEMENTS.
UNDER this heading the Toronto Sentinel, a newspaper conducted upon
sound Protestant and constitutional principles, publishes the following article. It is timely and well worthy of perusal. The Sentinel
says :-" Ottawa and London, England, are the respective homes of
two movements somewhat allied in sentiment but equally traitorous
in the ideas set forth and the objects in view. At Ottawa a priest
of the Church of Rome is leading a movement for securing such
changes in the Coronation Oath as will enable a Romanist sovereign
to occupy the British throne. Such a change would simply mean
the undoing of the Reformation, the declaration that the 'glorious
Revolution' was wrong, and the placing of British liberty in the
hands of those who for more than three hundred years have been
plotting and scheming for its destruction.
"The London movement is that of the Jacobites-a body of Roman
Catholics and Ritualists supported by funds from the Jesuit treasury,
and whose aim is to secure the removal of QUEEN VICTORIA from the
throne, and the elevation thereto of a descendant of the traitorous,
persecuting Stuart family. The J acobites display their traitorous folly
by placing wreaths on the monument of KrxG CHARLES n. and sending letters to the lady who tbey say should be on the British
throne. In face of these and similar movements and incidents there
are still those to be found who urge that. the time has come when
the Orangemen, True Blues, 'Prentice Boys, Young Britons, and other
Protestant organizations should disband. Such advice can only come
from the lips of traitors or their tools. N ever was there greater need
for organization and watchfulness on the part of Protestants and patriots
than to-day, and the Ottawa and London affairs are the proofs of the
necessity of such organization and watchfulness."
MAY the grace of God make me yery censorious against myself,
and very lenient to the faults of others.-O. B.
I SEE there is a necessity that we protest against the doings of the
old man, and raise up a party against our worst half, to accuse,
condemn, sentence, and with sorrow bemoan the dominion of sin's
kngdom. and withal make law, in the new Covenant, against our
guiltiness; for Christ once condemned sin in the flesh, and we are to
condemn it over again.-Rutherford.
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MULTUM IN PARVO.
By a Bill, entitled the" Church Discipline Act (1899)," to be read a
seconrl time on May 10th in the Honse of Commons, it is proposed
that, if a clergyman celebrates Mass, requires private confession,
introduces into his Church any illegal ornament, decoration, or
furriiture, or uses any illegal vestment or ornament, or introduces into
the service any rite or practice not pre~cribed in the Book of Common Prayer, he shall be deemed to have committed an offence under
that Act. Any t\\"o members of the Church of England within a
diocese may make protest to the Bishop and the clergyman in
question, and if within a month there be any repetition of the practices complained of, the complainant may take proceedings under the
Act.-We are informed (says the Daily News) that Mr. WALTER WAI,SH,
author of The Sw'et Histo1'Y oj the Oxjo1'cl Movement, has been
approached by several influential Protestants with a view to his
becoming a Protestant candidate at the next suitable Parliamentary
vacancy, and that he has consented to stand.
He will seek the
support of both Conservatives and Liberals, on the ground that
the Protestant question is at present of greater importance than
mere party politics, and that members of both parties should unite
in establishing law and order in the Church, instead of the anarchy
which so extensively pl'8"mils. A well-known Liberal, a friend of Sir
WILLI.lll HARcoURT's, has offered to guarantee ~Ir. W ALSH'S expenses.A correspondent, \\"riting to a daily paper, says :-'; It is without
question that Mr. WAL'l'ER IVALSH'S book, The Seci'et History of the
040nl ~Movement, supplies facts and convincing arguments in this
great matter. It has been published at 10s. 6d. and 3s. 6d. vVhy not
publish it at 6d.1 If the masses of the people could obtain the book
as well as the middle and upper classes, it would sell by tens of
thousands, and do far more service than any number of public meetings. I hardly think, at this stage of public interest, any difficulty
would arise as to a paying circulation, but that could easily be covered
by guarantees."-CANON SANDERSON, of Chichester, a member of the
Romanising English Church Union, has published a vigorous protest
against the proceedings at the annual meeting of the Brighton
CANON SA.l'DERSO~, who
Branch of the Union held recently.
has accepted the incumbency of St. Michael's, Brighton, where the
service in connection with the annual meeting was held, was, in his
absence, elected on the committee, and he now declines the office.
He points out that a paper read at the meeting urged that if the
ARCHBISHOP decided that incense was unlawful, they should disobey
him, and that, even if the Synod of the Provinces should forbid
incense, the clergy should disobey. CA~OK SANDERSO~ observes: "If
this is to be the policy of the KC.U. we shall, I fear, some of us,
have to reconsider our relations to it. If it is the policy only of the
Brighton Branch, perhaps it is not amiss that some of us should say
at once that we will have none of it."-The Standard, in a leaderette
-on the recent rebel manifesto issued by LORD HALIFAX and the English
Church Union, says :-" Matters, which were serious enough before,
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are now gravely complicated, and it is quite impossible to foresee the
probable consequences. One thing is certain, that the English Church
Union and its supporters have put themselves wholly in the wrongfirst, in not waiting to see the result of the action of the Bishops;
and, secondly, by a disingenuous statement of what they regard as
their own grievances. In denying the right of the Crown to determine
the doctrine, discipline, and ceremonial of the Church of England,
they have taken up an utterly untenable position, and will set up
antagonism in the minds of thousands who sympathized with them
to some extent, and were prepared to give proportionate support.
The State has never pretended to decide what the doctrine of the
Church should be, but as regards discipline and ceremonial, the case
is different, and in asserting that the Church Discipline and the
Clergy Discipline Acts have no claim on their obedience, they will
find the vast majority of the people of the country opposed to them,
as this is to all intents and purposes a denial of the Royal supremacy.
-Believing, as we do, that the compilation known as Hymns Ancient
and J.Wocle1'n is a specious and successful instnunent of promoting the
errors of Popery in the Church of England, we again call c,ttentioll
to a four-page tract, exposing the pernicious teaching of the hymnal,
which has been compiled by 111:1'. ""rV. H. TUCKER, Upton-on-Sevel'l1, from
whom it may be obtained, at the rate of sixpence per dozen copies, or
half-a-crown per hundred.
The tract is printed in three parallel
columns, the first containing quotations from Hymns Ancient and
Mode1'n, the second extracts from Roman Catholic authorities in proof
that the hymnal is essentially Romish, and the third the true teaching
.of the Church of England as contained in the Articles, Homilies, and
Formularies. ,Ve cordially recoIDmend this ably prepared publication
for wide circulation-indeed, wherewr the Romanizing hymnal is used.
It is more than time that the deadly poison contained in this popular
book were labelled conspicuously, and English Protestants made c,ware
of the spiritual danger to which they are exposed by its toleration.-Mr.
WALTER ,VALSH'S book, The Secret Hist01'y of the O;,;{ord Movement, is
8obout to attain a sixth edition, "hich will make the total number of
copies issued no fewer than 42,000. :'Ir. W_HSH is now writing a series
of weekly articles in the Enrtl'ish Chw'ch171an, in reply to the criticisms
passed on his unanswerable book by the Ritualist press.-An organ in
the Canadian Press, referring to the IDotion recently made in the British
House of Commons for the removal of the Bishops from the House of
Lords, contained the following editorial remarks :-" ,Vhen a powerful
party such as now follows LORD SALISBURY can muster fewer than one-half
of its total number in the House of Commons in defence of the present
system of retaining the Bishops of the Anglican Church in the House of
Lords, it is perfectly evident that the system is not enthusiastically
supported. The reason for this indifference of the Unionist party in
- defence of the Bishops is not far to seek. It arises from the increasing
. dissatisfaction among the people with the dilatoriness of the Bishops in
dealing with the Ritualists, and the suspicion that several of the Bishops
80re themselves members of one or other of the secret societies now
.existing in the Church of England. The debate on Ritualism which
u
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took place a few days previously, as well as this latter discussion about
the Bishops, makes it clear that a large number of members in the
House of Commons are prepared to look on the disestablishment and
disendowment of the Anglican Church as the only satisfactory solution of
its present serious difficulties. That LORD SALISBURY'S son should advocate
the admission to the House of Lords of the Presidents of the Wesleyan,
Primitive Methodist, Free Methodist, Congregational Union, Baptist Union
and other Nonconforlllist bodies, was a surprise even to Mr. BALFOUR,
the Government leader in the Commons, and he had to beg LORD CECIL
to refrain from pushing the proposal to a division. LORD CECIL did
not of course desire to embarrass the Cabinet of his father,
and so withdrew the motion, but the incident showed that the
people of Britain are seriously considering the question of
abolishing all privileges enjoyed by any denomination."-A
British daily newspaper gives the following summary of a Lent
address recently delivered by the BISHOP of BRISTOL (Dr. BRow:rm) at
Abbots Leigh church. The Rev. W. F. B. BRINKLEY (Vicar) conducted
the service. Taking for his text Luke xv. 7, "Joy in heaven," the
BISHOP is reported to have said, "Not only was there joy in heaven,
but intense anxiety; at times terrible grief, and at times very great
joy-joy because one sinner had repented. It was a terrible idea
that by sin the peace and calm of God in heaveu could be ruffled
and broken, because of the sin that anyone of them might commit.
It was a tremendous reality, the strife between good and evil.
They, the subjects of that strife, could not be alone in any time of
temptation. The eye of Heaven was upon them, the whole hosts of
heaven were ready to fight on their side. On the resu't of the fight
might depend the joy or the sorrow of eternal God in the infinite
heaven. The strife was for them, the battle field was the whole
world; each one of them was a fortress, but which of them ,ms
defending his fortress 1 If they could realize the full responsibility
that rested on them they would not call any temptation small. For
each one, old or young, in all ranks of life, there was the fight
between good and evil, and there was thankfulness in heaven when
one was brought back again to the right. Evil in itself was hateful
to God, and should be so to every creature made by God. Heaven,
too, had given a tremendous price in erder to have the chance of
winning them back. That tremendous price was the death of their
Lord and Master Jesus Christ. The preacher warned them not to
give way to temptation with the idea that they could pull themselves
up at any moment, and further asked them to accept the highest
means of grace God had given them-the Communion. ,,-hen tempted,
which would they decide to do-give joy in heaven or joy in hell1
He would like to leave that thought with them. It was not unsuitable
for the simplest or the subtlest of them." "-hat do our readers say
to such a representation of the God of salvation as such theology 1We have received from Pastor LOPEz RODRIGUEZ, Figueras (Prov.
Gerona), Spain, a copy of his latest letter from Spain, No. XXXIII.,
giving a very interesting account of the work of "The Figueras
Mission for the Evangelization of the Province of Gerona, N.E. Spain,"
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from which we make the following extract. The good Pastor, whose
personal acquaintance we have enjoyed for· many years, says :-" The
abjuration of the ex-priest, the Rev. ANTONIO TORREs, took place in
our capilla in Figueras, in the presence of a~ least one thousand
persons. His words and bearing were calm, earnest, and dignified.
The laying aside of his habit, and the presentation of a Bible by the
Pastor, on admitting him into membership of the Evangelical Church,
were acts in the solemn service of supreme interest. The addl'ess
being too long to insert in this 'Letter,' we publish it separately.
It will be well for English people, at this time, to read the testimony
of an ex-priest to the errors of the Romish Church; also his personal
experience of her inability to impart that peace which passeth all
understanding. The Word of God, which she excludes as a forbidden
book, has done wonders for Don AKTOXIO. It has satisfied his heart.
When a priest, he sought in vain for rest, though so conscientious in
the search that he not only scourged himself every "Vednesday and
Friday till the blood came, but wore next to his skin an iron belt,
which was fastened so tightly that more than once he fainted. Even
now, an uneasy movement tells how long and cruelly that barbarous
penance had done its work. Disappointment in his quest gave him a
settled triste expression of face. Now that has disappeared, and given
place to one of' peace and joy in believing.' He is thirty-three
years of age. His past life was spent in imparting higher education
and performing Mass, so he was saved from the contaminating
influences inseparable from the duties of a confessor. 'Ve are thankful to say that Don AK1:0XIO is giving satisfaction to the PASTOR, by
devoting himself earnestly to the work entrusted to him. He tells us
that many of his late felloll' priests would gladly throw off the yoke of
Rome, did they knOll' where to turn for a helping hand.
It is next
to impossible for them on taking that critical step to obtain employment, consequently starvation stares them in the face. 'Ve are sending
copies of the abjuration to six thousand priests at a CGst of £1 12s.
per thousand, Who will have the privilege of meeting the expense of
thus sending the Gospel to this little army of Romish clergy 1 Will
all please pray for very especial blessing on this effort for the salvation
of those much to be pitied' blind leaders of the blind.' We should
like to send cupies also to the leading profess01:s in the Universities.
It would be a grand thing for the truth to reach the seats of learning,
where, in the Sixteenth Century, it ga,e birth to the Reformation in
Spain. The abjuration being con,eyed by post, and written by an expriest, ensures perusal, and will inevitably command attention." Should
any of our readers feel led to assist God's work in Spain, their contributions may be sent to the Hon. Treasurer, Major-General
BATTERSBY, Listowe, Guildford, Surrey; or, to Pastor LOPEz RODRIGUEZ,
Figueras (Prov. Gerona), Spain.
A POOR man who lives by faith, both for the bread that perisheth
and that which endureth unto eternal life, is a thousand times
happier than the man who is riding in his coach and six.-Romaine.
u 2
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GOSPEL WORK IN IRELAND.
IT affords us pleasme to call attention afresh to the progress of the
good work carried .on by the agents of the "Scripture Readers'
Society for Ireland." The Report of the Society for last year has
just reached us, from which we gather that doors of opportlmity for
the ministrations of the Readers have been providentially multiplied,
and that the' Committee have felt greatly encomaged by the
" increase" the Lord has been pleased to grant to the labours of the
sowers whom they have appointed in various parts of Ireland. The
Roman Catholic population is now much more ~ccessible than in
former times, and the Missionaries are allowed to read the Holy
Scriptures in the cabins and cots of the people, comparatively
speaking, unhindered.
Of these facilities they have taken full
advantage, for the uncertainty of events in connection with political
agitation and priestly intrigue renders it all-important that the
good seed should be sown beside all waters, alike in the morning
and the evening.
The official Report contains much interesting
information, and those of our readers who are specially concerned for
the spread of the Gospel among our Homan Crttholic fellow-subjects
would do well to obtain copies for perusal. ,Ve greatly regret to
note that the Society's accounts were closed with a deficit ill the
year's income, and that fewer Readers are employed than formerly.
In view of these t",o facts, it is to be hoped that the Lord's almoners
will promptly seek to supply this lack, and see to it that the hands
of CAPTAIN JAllES KEAR~EY ,VHITE and his devoted fellow-labourers
in the vineyard are strengthened and confirmed. Donations should
be addressed to the Secretary, 27, Lower Pembroke Street, Dublin.
LOHD MACAULAY ON HONIANISM.
LORD MACAULAY, in his HistO'f.lJ at" England (Vol. i. p. 47), writes of
the Church of Rome thus :-" During the last three centuries to stunt
the growth of the human mind has been her chief object. Throughout Christendom, whatever advance has been made in knowledge, in
freedom, in wealth, and in the arts of life, has been in inverse
'proportion to her power. The loveliest and most fertile provinces of
Europe have, under her rule, been sunk in poverty, in political
servitude, and in intellectual torpor, whilst Protestant countries,
once proverbial for sterility and barbarism, have been tmned by skill
and industry into gardens, and can boast of a long list of heroes and
statesmen, philosophers, and poets.
'Whoever, knowing what Italy
and Scotland naturally are, and what fom hundred years ago they
actually were, shall now compare the country round Rome with the
country round Edinburgh, will be able to form some judgment as to
the tendency of Papal domination. The descent of Spain, once the
first among monarchies, to the lowest depths of degradation-the
elevation of Holland, in spite of many natural disadvantages, to a
position such as no Commonwealth so small has ever reached-teach
'the same lesson."
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THE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY ON THE CRISIS:
ARCHBISHOP TE3IPLE'S speech on Church Defence, at the Church
House, constitutes the latest Episcopal commentary on the ecclesias~
tical crisis. At any time, of course, a public pronouncement by the
Primate of All England on matters affecting the interests of the
National Church would command attention.
At a time when
the popular mind is highly strung", however, and the conscience of
every class of the comnlUnity is anxiously exercised on Church
questions of fundamental importance, a statement carrying with it
the weight of the 'Primabal office assumes special importance. On the
one hand, it is presumable that the highest authority in the Church
will have weighed well every sentence to be uttered, and discreetly
considered beforehand its probable effect on the public mind. And
on the other hand, Church people of all shades of opinion, recognizing
the great responsibility of the position occupied by the speaker, will
display a disposition to consider his utterances with deferential respect,
and with as open a mind as allegiance to truth and principle allow.
Premising these conditions, we ,enture to offer some remarks on
ARCHBISHOP TEMPLE'S address at the Church House.
~K e notice that his Grace urged on the Church Defence and
Church Instruction Committee that their work must not be allowed
to grow slack because at the present moment there was no immediate
attack upon the position and endowments of the Church. He was,
indeed, sorry to say that their minds were a good deal more occupied
with what was going on within the Church than with any attacks
from without, and he did not think that the current Ritual disputes
contributed towards the maintenance of the Church in its position.
In this ,ie\\' we agTee with the ARCHBISHOP. The hndess and chaotic
condition of thing~ in the Church, for "'hich the Bishops are primarily
responsible, is doing far more to hasten Disestablishment and
Disendowment than the Liberation Society itself could ever hope to
effect. The Episcopal toleration of idolatry and the practice of
auricular confession is helping on by leaps and bounds the downfall
of the Establishment as an institution, and every day that passes
increases the strain put on the conscience and the patience of the
public. If the Church of England is to confidently count on the
defensive services of its Protestant and Evangelical members, those
services can be secured only by its Bishops and Clergy maintaining
Protestant principles and proclaiming Evangelical truth. That which
a large and growing body of Churchmen are now agitating for-an
agitation which the ARCHBISHOP deprecates as intemperate-is
that unfaithful teachers shall be dispossessed of offices which
they hold by dishonest means, and that there shall be a return
to the primitive and Scriptural worship which the Reformers
instituted.
The ARCHl3ISHOP would fain quench this spirit of Protestant zeal
" He deprecated,"to use his own words, " the sort of earnestness which
made people so hot. Whatever improvements were wanted would be
best obtained by being very calm and very quiet; and, in his opinion;
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th~ quiet people, who were simply praying to God for the right
guidance of His Church at this moment, were much more near doing the
right thing than those who filled the columns of the papers with the
cherished speculations which probably they had been brooding over
for years." The anxiety of Dr. TE)IPLE to belittle the importance of
Protestant opinion now so widely prevailing is, to say the least, not
statesmanlike. It surely would be wiser in his Grace were he to
set himself to discover-as most other men have already done-the
potent causes of that" alarm" which, he says, "has caused some people
to lose their heads." The phrase employed by Dr. TEMPLE is one
easily enough coined, yet human experience in general does not lead
us to the conclusion that millions of people, representing various phases
of Christian thought, are likely to "lose their heads." The Archiepiscopal estimate of the current Protestant awakening in England
bears on the face of it the stamp of Episcopal partizanship, if, indeed,
it does not betray incapacity to appreciate facts which in their nature are
notorious. Dr. TEMPLE'S appreciation of the organic character of the
conflict between Bible Protestantism and Anglo-Sacerdotalism is entirely
fallacious when he speaks of its shortly dying out. "The heat," he
said, "would pass off after a little while.
A great deal of it
was like a fire of straw, and would end simply because there was
not sufficient fuel to maintain it." ,-rby, the principles at stake in
the present controversy--\I"hich in"\ol"\es the existence of more than
one of our great national institutions-are admitted to be vital by both
the forces engaged in the conflict. Surely, when the question "How
is God to be worshipped 1" if; the issue invol"\ed, and one of the two
combatants maintains that the Bible, and the Bible only, can determine
the reply, no end to the warfare is disco"\erable till the truth of God
The sword of truth cannot return to its scabbard
finally prevails.
until error, superstition, and idolatry quit the field. LORD HALIFAX
and the KC.D. are in no frame of mind to compromise, even if
supposing some timid, craven spirits on the Protestant side were
disposed to enter into terms of settlement. But compromise, on the
part of Evangelical Churchmen, would be treason to Christ, and must
. not be so much as once named among us. What the A.RCHBISHOP
terms "fuel" is found in the principles for which the martyrs died;
and, so long as those principles are betrayed by the accredited rulers
and pastors of the flock, a cry will go up to "the Shepherd and
Bishop of Souls," who has said, "Behold, I am against the shepherds,
and I will require My flock at their hand, and cause them to cease from
feeding the flock; neither shall the shepherds feed themselves any
more; for I will deliver lily flock from their mouth, that they may
not be meat for them." The holy fire on God's own altar will never
lack fuel. The call of the hour to the awakened people of God is
that they keep close to the One Sacrifice, and refuse to sell Evangelical truth, even at the price of ecclesiastical peace. The Master's
words are paramount, both by way of example and precept:
"Think not that I am come to send peace on earth; I came not
to send peace, but a sword."-The En:;Zi.gh Ohw'chman, March 16th.
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PROTESTANT ARROWS.-IV.
THE REAL ALTAR.
THE first altar we read of in the Bible was that built by Noah
upon leaving the ark, and on which he "offered burnt offerings"
(Gen. viii. 20). But" altars," as we call them, must have existed
from the time when animal sacrifice was instituted by God, inasmuch
as the Hebrew word translated altar means simply the sauijicing
place. The Patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and all who
acted as priests down to the time of Moses, all necessarily had
their cc altars," or places of sacrifice. ~1.t the giving of the law, the
Lord directed that altars should be of earth, or of unhewn stone
(Exod. xx. 24, 25). When the tabernacle worship was esta.blished,
an altar of burnt offering of special design was made by God's
command, and He enjoined that the bmnt offerings should be
offered only in the place which He Himself should choose (see
Deut. xii. 13, 14).
~ow, we have already seen (CC The True Priest," GOSPEL :JL~GAZIXJ::
for Ylarch) that the priest was the one who, before Christ came,
intervened between the people and the Almighty as the offerer of the
sacrifice.
He was the appointed sacrificer, in order that he might
be a type of the "One Mediator between God and men, the Man
Christ Jesus."
The altar at which the priest officiated was also the appointed
medium of communication between a holy God and sinful men, and
particular directions were given regarding it, in order that it, too,
might be a type of the Lord Jesus Christ. TheTe the priest offered
the sacrifice; and sacrifice, priest, and altar together, set forth in
type the glorious Person and atoning work of the Lord Jesus Christ,
who is the appointed and the sole medium of intercomse between
a sinner and God.
Now, with regard to the altar as a type, we may observe particularly,
first of all, that it was to be cc sanctified," and to be "most holy."
"Everyone that shall touch it shall be holy" (Exod. xxix. 37).
How expressive, as shadowing forth Him who said, "For their sakes
I sanctify Myself" (John xyii. 19); who is called" the Holy One"
(Acts iii. 14); 'and who is also "a High Priest, holy, harmless,
undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens;
who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice,
first for his own sins, and then for the people's: for this He did once
"hen He offered up Himself" (Heb. vii. 26, 27). Now, since Christ
offered Himself "once," "once /01' all," there can no longer be any
use for an altar.
We may further remark that a chief use of the altar was to
stand the fire by which the sacrifices were consumed.
Thus it
clearly sets forth the divine might of; Him who, God and man in
one Person, "endured the cross," and "redeemed us from the curse
of the law, being made a curse for us."
Let us carefully notice, too, that there was to be but one altar
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for sacrifice under the typical Levitical dispensation. The Antitype
of that one altar is Christ. ONE SACRIFICE, ONE ALTAR, ONE PRIEST,
is the truth of the" Gospel, and that OKE is CHRIST.
The Church of England, holding the truth of "the one oblation of
Christ finished upon the cross," and declaring that there is "none
other satisfaction for sin but that alone" (Article xxxi.), abolished
altars at the Reformation, and expunged the word from the Prayer
Book, substituting the scriptural term "the Lord's Table." To speak
of "altars" in our Churches, if not the result of ignorance, is to
go behind the Reformation, and to deny the Gospel of the grace
of God.
R. J. NOYES.
A CROM:WELLIAN CELEBRATION.
THE General Committee of the National Council of the Evangelical
Free Churches met some time since at the Memorial Hall, and unanimously adopted the following resolution:" 25th April, 1899, is the 300th anniversary of the birth of OLIVE~
CROMWELL. His great services to religion, to liberty of conscience, to
justice, and to all the principles of the Free Churches, make it
specially incumbent upon us to commemorate his ,,"ork for our country
and the world.
"OLIYER CRmmELL, though burdened with some of the f~ults of his
age, was a real Christian, a true saint of God. His personal religion
was sincere, deep, and strong.
He ,ms a Protestant. He hated
'cro""ned and mitred tyranny,' and heroically inten-ened to deliver
the Protestants of Europe from their oppressors. He ,ras also an
advocate of the unity of the Churches, and an opponent of ' compulsion
in things of the mind,' by Parliament, in this anticipating in spirit
our National Council of to-day.
"Therefore we s\:lggest the' celebrations' of OLIVER CROl'IWELL'S 300th
birthday should tak~ place on or about 25th April, with the vie'" of
quickening gratitude for the heritage of truth and freedom ,,"e have
received from our predecessors, of feeding the fires of Protestant zeal
and enthusiasm, of instructing our children and young people in the
history of the Free Churches of England and the world, and of
stimulating sympathy in those who are still deprived of freedom to
worship God.
" We suggest-Cl) That a Cromwellian Exhibition should be held
in London. (2) That there should be a great Cromwellian demonstration in the Metropolis. (3) That a communication should be sent
to each local Council urging a celebration, and (4) that a pamphlet be
written by the president, Dr. CLIFFORD, showing the services of OLIVER
CROMWELL to the Free Churches."
I WILL "apswer for it, the longer you read the Bible, the more
you will like it; it will grow sweeter and sweeter; and the more
you get into the spirit of it, the more· you will get into the spirit
of Christ.-Romaine.
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HOW JOHN BERRlDGE DISCOVERED HIS GRAND
MISTAKE.
A NARRATIYE FURK1SHED BY HllIlSELF.
My desire and attention, in this letter, is to inform you what the
Lord has lately done for my soul.
In order to this, it may be
needful to give a little previous information of my manner of life,
from my youth up to the present time.
When I was about the age of fourteen, God was pleased to show
me that 1 was a sinner, and that I must be born again before I
could enter into His kingdom.
Accordingly, I betook myself to
reading, praying, and watching, and \\'as enabled thereby to make some
progress in sanctification (as I flattered myself). In this manner I
went on, though not always with the same diligence, till about a year
ago. I thought myself in the right way to hea,en, though as yet I
was wholly out of the way, and imagined I was traYelling towards
Zion, though I had never set my face thithenyard, Indeed, God would
have shown me that I was wrong by not owning my ministry; but I
paid no regard to this for a long time, imputing my \yant of success
to the naughty hearts of my hea1'e),s, and not to my own nau,qhty
doctiine.
You may ask, perhaps, "'What was my doctrine ~" Why, dear sir,
it was the doctrine that every man will naturally hold whilst he
continues in an unregenerate state, that we are to be justified partly
by our faith, and partly by our works. This doctrine I preached for
six years at a curacy which I selTed from college, and though I took
some extraordinary pains, and pressed sanctification upon them yery
eal'l1estly, yet they continued unsanctified as before, and not one soul
\yas brought to Christ. There was, indeed, a little more of the form
of religion in the parish, but not anything of the power.
At length I remo,ed to E,erton. Here again I pressed sanctification
and regeneration as vigorously as I could; but finding no success,
after preaching two years in this manner, I began to be discouraged.
Now some secret misgivings arose in my mind that I was not right
myself.
(This happened about Christmas last.) These misgivings
grew strong, and at last very painful. Being under great doubts, I
cried unto the Lord very earnestly-" Lord, if I am right, keep me so;
if I am not right, make me so. Lead me to the knowledge of 'the
truth as it is in Jesus.'" After about ten days' crying unto the Lord,
He was pleased to send an answer to my prayers, and in the following
wonderful manner. As I was sitting in my house one morning, and
musing on a text of Scripture, the following words were darted into
my mind, and seemed, indeed, like a voice from heaven :-" Cease
from thine own works." Before I heard these words my mind was
in a very unusual calm; but as .soon as I heard them, my soul was
in a tempest directly, and tears flowed from my eyes like a torrent.
The scales fell from my eyes immediately, and now I clearly saw the
rock I had been splitting upon for nearly thirty years.
Do you ask what this rock was ~ It was-some secret 1'eliance on
my. own works fo)' sCllvation.
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I had hoped to be saved partly in my own name, and partly in
Christ's name, though I am told there i8 salvation in no other name,
except in the name of Jesus Christ (Acts iv. 12). I had hoped to be
saved partly through my own works, and partly through Christ's
mercies; though I am told, we are saved by grace through faith, and
not of works (Eph. ii. 8, 9). I hoped to make myself acceptable to
God partly through my own good works; though we :ti'e tdld we are
accepted in the Beloved (Eph. i. 6). I hoped to make my peace with
God partly through my own obedience to the law; though I am told
that peace is only to be had by faith (Rom. v. 1). I hoped to make
myself a child of God by sanctification; though we are told
we are made children of God by faith in Christ Jesus
(Gal. iii. 26).
I had thought that sanctification was the ,,-ay to
justification; but now I am assured that sanctification follows after
justification; or, in other words, that we must first be justified by
faith, before we can have any true sanctification by the Spirit. When
we are justified, it is dOlle freely and graciously, without the least
merit of ours, and solely by the grace of God, through Jesus Christ
(Rom. iii. 24-28).
All that is previously needful to justification is this, that we be
convinced by the Spirit of God of om own sinfulness (Isaiah lxiv. 6);
convinced that we are the children of wrath, by nature, on account
of our birth-sin (Eph. ii. 3), and that we are under the curse of God
on account of actual sin (Gal. iii. 10). ~-\.nd under these con\'ictions,
to come to the Lord Jesus Christ, renouncing all righteousness of our
own, and relying solely on Him who is appointed to be the Lord our
Righteousness (Jer. xxiii. 6). A.gain: Christ says, "Come unto ::\le, all
ye that labour and are heavy laden [with the burden of sin], and I
will give you rest;" that is, I will take the burden away; I will
release you from the guilt of sin. W'here you may observe that the
only thing required of us when we come to Christ, is to come
burdened, and sensible that none can remove this burden but Christ.
Again, Christ did not come to call the righteous, but sinners to
repentance (see also Luke iv. 18). Hear how He cries out (Isaiah Iv. 1),
"Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the waters
yea,
come, buy wine and milk [that is, the blessings of the Gospel] without,
money and without price,"-where we are ordered to bring no monflY,
that is, no merit of our own. We must not think to make a
purchase of these blessings by any deserts of ours. They are offered
freely, that is, graciously, and must be recei\'ed freely: nothing more
is required from us but to thirst after them. Why was the Pharisee
rejected 1 (Luke xviii. 14.) Because he came pleading his own works
before God. He was devout, just, chaste, and abstemious, and thanked
God for enabling him to be so: very well, so far all was right. But
then he had some reliance on these works, and therefore pleads the
merits of them beffJre God; which shows that he did not know what
a sinner he was, and that he could only be saved by grace, through
faith. He opens his mouth before God, and pleads his own cause,
though God declares that every mouth shall be stopped before Him,
and the whole world brought in guilty before God (Rom. iii. 19). And

The Gospel Magazine.

275

why was the publican justified 1 Not on account of his good works;
but because he was sensible of his evil ones, and accordingly selfaccused, self-condemned, and crying out only for mercy. And now,
dear sir, hear what is the rise and progress of true religion in the
soul of man.
When the Spirit of God hath convinced any person that he is a child
of wrath, and under the curse of God (in which state everyone
continues to be till he has received Jesus Christ into his heart by
faith), then the heart of such a one becomes broken for sin; then, too,
he feels what he never knew before, that he has no faith, and
accordingly laments his evil heart of unbelief. In this state some
men continue, some a longer, some a shorter time, till God is pleased
to work faith in them.
Then they are justified, and are at peace
with God (Rom. v. 1). They ha,e their sins forgiven them; for this
is the meaning of the word IJeace. (See Luke vii. 48-50.) When we
have recei,ed faith from God (for it is His gift-Eph. ii. 8), to justify
our persons, then we afterwards recei,e the Spirit to sanctify our
hearts, and now the work of sanctification goes fOl'\Yard; now his
fruit is more and more unto holiness; now the love of God is shed
abroad in his heart by the Holy Spirit (Rom. v. 5); now he walks
in the comfort of the Holy Ghost (Acts ix. 13); now he is filled with
joy and peace in believing (Rom. xv. 13); now he rejoiceth with joy
unspeakable and full of glory (1 Peter i. 8); and now he hath the
Spirit of God bearing witness with his own spirit, that he is a child of
God (Rom. viii. 16; 1 John v. 10). These are things that I was an
utter stranger to before, notwithstanding all my reading, watching,
and praying; and these are things, that everyone must be a stranger
to, until he is made a child of God bv faith in Christ Jesus. .
But to proceed: though a believer be continually more and more
sanctified in body, soul, and spirit, yet his hopes of heaven are not
built on his sanctification, but on Christ; he knows that he is only
complete in Christ (Col. ii. 10). _~ccordingly, though he labours to
abound in all the fruits of righteousness, yet, like St. Paul, he desires
to be found only in Christ, not having, that is, not relying on, his
own righteousness, but on the righteousness of God, by faith
(Phil. iii. 8, 9).
And now let me point out to you the grand delusion which had
liked to have ruined my soul. I saw ,ery early something of the
unholiness of my nature, and the necessity of being born again.
Accordingly, I watched, prayed, and fasted too, thinking to purify my
heart by these means, whereas it can only be purified by faith
(Acts xv. 9). Watching, praying, and fasting are necessary duties;
but I, like many others, placed some secret reliances on them, thinking
they were to do that for me, in part at least, which Christ only
could. The truth is, though I saw myself to be a sinner, yet I did
not see myself an utterly lost sinner, and therefore I could not come to
Jesus alone to save me. I despised the doctrine of justification by
faith alone, looking on it as a foolish and dangerous doctrine. I was
not yet stripped of all my righteousness-could not consider it as
filthy rags, and therefore I went about to establish a righteousness of
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my own, and did not submit to the righteousness of God by faith
(Rom. x. 3); I did not seek after righteousness through faith, but,
as it were, by the works of the law.
Thus I stumbled and fell
(Rom. ix. 31; 32;. In short, to use a homely similitude, I put ..the
justice of God into one scale, and as many good works of my own as
I could into the other; and when I found, as I always did, my own
good works not being a balance to the Divine justice, I then threw in
Christ as a makeweight. And this everyone really does who hopes
for salvation, partly by doing what he ean for himself, and relying on
Christ for the rest.
But, dear sir, Christ ,,-ill either be a whole Saviour 01' none at
all. And if you think you have any good ser,ice of your own to
recommend you unto God, you are certainly without any interest in
Christ: be you ever so sober, serious, just, and devout, you are still
under the curse of God (as I was, and knew it not), provided you
have any allowed reliance on your own works, and think they are to
do something for you, and Christ to do the rest.
I now proceed to acquaint you with the success I have lately had
in my ministry. As soon as God had opened my own eyes, and
showed me the true way to salvation, I began immediately to preach
it. And now I dealt with my hearers in a ,ery different manner
from what I had used to do. I told them ,ery plainly that they
were children of ,uath, and under the curse of God, though they
knew it not: aud that none but Je-us Christ could deli,er them
from that c~se. I asked them, if they had ever broken the law of
God once, in thought, word, or deed 1 If they had, they were then
under the curse; for it is written, "Cursed is everyone that
continueth not in all things that are written in the book of the law
to do them." And again, "He that keepeth the "hole law, and yet
offendeth in one point, is guilty of all." If, indeed, we could keep
the whole law, without offeJlding in one point; if we had done, and
continued to do, all the things in God's law, then, indeed, we might
lay claim to eternal life on the score of our own works. But who
is sufficient for these things 1 If we break God's law, we immediately
fall under the curse of it, and none can deliver us from this curse but
Jesus Christ. There is an end, for ever after, of any justification
No future good behaviour 'can make any
from our own works.
atonement for past miscarriages. If I keep God's la,,'s to-day, this
is no amends for breaking them yesterday. If I behaw peaceably to
my neighbour this day, it is no satisfaction for ha,ing broken his
head yesterday.
If, therefore, I am once under the curse of God, for having broken
God's law, I can ne,er after do anything of myself to deli,er me from
this curse. I may then cry out, "0 wretched man that I am! 'who
Rhall deliver me from this body of sin and death 1" and find 11:0ne
able to deliver but Jesus Christ (Rom. vii. 23-25). So that if I am
once a sinner, nothing but the blood of Christ can cleanse me from
sin.
All my hopes are then in Him, and I must fly to Him, the
only hope set before me. In this manner, deal' sir, I preached, and
do preach to my flock, labouring to beat down self-righteoui:ilHiss,
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labouring tD show them that they were all in a lost and perishing
state, and that nothing could recover them out of this state, and
make them children of God, but faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.
And now see the consequence.
This was strange doctrine to my
hearers.
They were surprised, alarmed, and vexed. The old man,
the carnal nature, was stirred up, and railed, and opposed the truth.
However, the minds of most were seized with some convictions, and
the hearts of some were truly broken for sin; so that they came to
me, as those mentioned in the Acts, thoroughly pricked to the heart,
and crying out, with strong and bitter cries, "What must I do to be
saved?" I then laid the promises before them, and told them, if they
found themselves under the curse, Christ was ready to deliver them
fron:!. it.
If they were really weary and heavy laden, Christ would
give them rest. If their hearts "ere broken for sin, and they would
look up unto Christ, He would heal them. I exhorted them also to
thank God for these convictions: assuring them it was a token of
good to their souls; for God must first smite the heart before He
can heal it (Isaiah xix. 2).
I generally found thac they received
comfort from the promises; and though they complained much of the
burden of .sin, and of an evil heart of unbelief, yet they always
went away refreshed and comforted. Many have come to me in this
manner, and more are continually coming: and tho'clgh some fall off
from their first convictions, yet others cleave stedfastly unto the
Lord.
They begin to rejoice in Him, and to love Him: they love
.His Word, and meditate much on it; they exercise themselves
in prayer, and adorn their profession hy a suitable life and
conversation.
And now let me make one reflection. I preached up sanctification
very earnestly for six years, in a former parish, and never brought
one soul to Christ.
I did the same at this parish for t,,·o years,
without any success at all; but as soon as ever I preached Jesus
Christ, and faith in His blood, theu believers were added to the
Church continually-then people flocked from all parts to hear the
glorious sound of the Gospel, some coming six miles, others eight,
and others ten, and that constantly.
And now let me ask, What is the reason why my ministry was not
blessed when I preached up sal.-ation partly by faith and partly by
works? It is because this doctrine is not of God, and He will prosper
no ministers but such as preach sal,ation in His appointed way,
namely, by faith in Jesus Christ.
Let me now apply myself to your own heart; and may God dispose
you to receive my words in the spirit of meekness. Indeed: sir, I
love and respect you, else I could not have written to you so freely.
Are you, then, in the same error that I was in for near forty years,
namely, that you must be saved partly by faith and partly by works?
And have you constantly preached this doctrine? Then you may be
certainly assured of these two things: first, that you never yet
brought one soul to Christ by your ministry; and secondly, that you
are not yet in the way to salvation yourself. Oh! be not displeased
with me for telling you the truth.
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But you will say, perhaps, that you have not only been sincere, but
ever zealous in preaching the Word of God. So was 1; but there is
a zeal which is not according to kno\Y1edge, and that zeal I had,
although I knew it not. 10u may say farther, that you have read
and prayed much. So ha,e I; but still I knew nothing as I ought
to know, until God was pleased to show me that I was blind, and
then I cried heartily to Him for light and direction, and He opened
my eyes (John ix. 39.)
Dear sir, will you attend to the following advice? It is very safe
advice, be the state of your soul what it may-pray to God to lead
you into the knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus. Beseech God
to keep you in the truth, if you have received it; or if you are in
error, to reveal it unto you.
If you will do this heartily and
constantly, God will not suffer you to abide long in the darknessif, indeed, you are in darkness (Jas. v. 1).
I now proceed to give you some further account of myself, and
of the impediments which kept me from the truth.
When I first
came to the University, I applied myself diligently to my studies,
thinking human learning to be a necessary qualification for a divine,
and that no one ought to preach unless he had taken a degree in
the University.
Accordingly, I studied the classics, mathematics,
philosophy, logic, metaphysics, and read the works of our most
eminent di,ines; and this I did for twenty years, and all the while
was departing more and more from the truth as it is in Jesus, and
vainly hoping to recei,e that light and instruction from human
wisdom which could only be had from the Word of God.
During this time, I was thought a Methodist by some people, only
because I was a little more grave, and took a little more pains in
my ministry than some others of my brethren: but in truth I was
no Methodist at all, for I had no sort of acquaintance with them,
and could not abide their fundamental doctrine of justification by
faith, and thought it high presumption in any to preach unless they
had taken holy oruers.
But when God was pleased to open mine
eyes, about half-a-year ago, He showed and taught me other things.
Now I saw that nothing had kept me so much from the truth as a
desire for human wisdom-uow I percei,ed that it was ditlicult for
a wise 01' a learned man to be saved-as it was for a rich man, or
a nobleman (1 Cor. i. 26). Now I saw that God chose the foolish
things of this world to confound the wise, for two plain reasons.
First, That no flesh should glory in His presence (I Cor. i. 29).
Secondly, That faith did not stand in, or was not produced by the
wisdom of man, but stood in the power of God (1 Cor. ii. 5).
Now I discovered that no one could understand the Word of God
but by the Spirit of God (1 Cor. ii. 12).
Km\" I saw that every
believer was anointed by the Holy Spirit, and thereby led to the
knowledge of all needful truths (1 John ii. 20), and of course that
.every true believer was qualified to preach the Gospel, provided he
had the gift of utterance. Now I saw that the Methodist doctrine
of justification by faith was the very doctrine of the Gospel; and I
did no longer wonder at the success which those preachers met with,
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whether they were clergymen or laymen.
They preached Christ's
doctrines, and Christ owned it, so that many were added to the
faith daily. . . .
And now, dear sir, let me open my sin and my shame unto you.
I solemnly subscribed to the Articles of our Church, and gave my
hearty assent and consent to them.
Amongst the rest, I declared
that we are accounted righteous before God only for the merits of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ by faith, and not for our own
works and deservings, and that we are justified by faith only, as it
is expressed in the Eleventh Article.
But though I solemnly
subscribed to this Article, I neither believed nor preached it; but
preached salvation partly by faith and partly by works.
And oh!
what dreadful hypocrisy-what shameful prevarication was this! I
called and thought myself a churchman, though I was really a
dissenter and a schismatic; for I was undermining the fundamental
doctrine of our Church, and the fundamental doctrine of the Gospel,
namely, justification by faith only.
If you read over the homilies of the Church-if you read over
the Fathers of the Church-if you read the works of the good old
bishops that were publi'shed a hundred years ago, you will there find
the Gospel of Christ preached, and the true doctrine of our Church.
But since that time, I mean in the last century, our clergy have been
gradually departing more and more from our doctrines, Articles, and
homilies; so that at length there was scarce a clergyman to be found,
but who preached contrary to the Articles he subscribed. And almost
all the sermons that have been published in the last centtU'y, both
by bishops and curates, are full of the soul-destroying doctrine, that
\ve are to be justified partly by our own \I-orks, and partly by
Christ's merits.
Do ~-ou ask how all the clergy came to fall into this perlll?lOUS
doctrine? I answer, Yery easily.
Enry man, \yhilst he continues
under the power of the carnal mind, and is not awakened to see
his utterly lost condition, is naturally disposed to embrace this
doctrine. For not being convinced by the Spirit of God that all
his righteousness is as filthy rags (Isaiah lxi". 6), and that he is without
help and strength in himself fRom. v. 6); I say, not being convinced
of this, he naturally goes about to establish some righteousness of
his own, and cannot llubmit to the righteousness of God by faith.
Not being yet sensible of his utter lost and helpless state, he must
have some reliance on himself; and thus, instead of looking wholly
to Jesus Christ for salvation, he looks partly to Christ and partly to
himself; instead of seeking for righteousness and strength from the
Lord Jesus Christ, he seeks for it partly from Christ and partly
from himself; instead of seeking to be justified in the Lord, he seeks
after justification partly through the Lord and partly through
himself. But see what Christ says of this matter (Isaiah xlv. 22-25).
And now let me ask how the whole Church of Rome happened
to depart from the simplicity of the Gospel, and to fall into this
doctrine of works and faith which we now preach? It was owing to
the depraved nature of man, which makes h~m think himself to be
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something, and that he can do something, though he is nothing, and
can do nothing to justify himself in God's sight.
At the Reformation our Church returned again to Jesus Christ,
and placed justification on the Gospel footing of faith only. And so
it continues to this day; but though our homilies continue sound
and evangelical, yet our clergy have departed once more from both,
and are advancing to Rome again with hasty strides; preaching, in
spite of Articles and subscription, that most pernicious doctrine of
justification by faith and works. Which doctrine, I am verily assured,
no one can hold, and be in a state of salvation. But I trust God
is once more visiting in mercy our poor distressed Church.
I have sent you a couple of books, and a pamphlet, and I make
you a present of them. Read them over carefully; and before you
begin to read, at any time, look up to the Fountain of wisdom for
light and direction.
For if you rely on your own abilities, or
other men's labours, God may keep .you ignorant of His glorious
Gospel, as a punishment for your presu~nption and neglect of
Him.
When I sat down to write, I did not intend to have filled more
than half a sheet; but when I took my p~n in hand, I knew not
how to lay it aside.
I have v,ritten my sentiments with great
freedom, and, I hope, without offence. :Jlay God give a blessing to
what I have written.
:Jfay He enlighten your eyes, as He hath
done mine; adored be His ~ame! May He lead you by His Spirit
'to the knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus, and make you
instrumental in bringing souls from darkness into light, and translating them out of the kingdom of Satan into the glorious kingdom
{)f His dear Son. Amen! amen!
Everton, July 3rd, 1758.

"TILL HE COME."
." Till

he come" - the heavy
crosses,
Causing pain untold;
Afterward - the
crowns
of
glory,
And the harps of gold.

.. Till He come "-the ceaseless
conflict
With the hostile throngs;
Afterward - the palms unfading,
And the triumph songs.
.. Till He come "c-the storms and
shadows
Which oft sore affright;
Afterward-eternal calmness,
And unclouded light.

"Till He come "-the wearying
lahour
In the burning heat;
Afterward-the happy resting
At His sacred feet.
"Till He come "-the robe oft
spotted
By the world helow;
Afterward-the stainless garment,
White as driven snow.
"Till He come "-the thirst and
hunger
In the desert dry;
Afterward-the "Marriage Supper,"

And the home on high.
ISA.
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Q[.on.esponb.mc.e.
PERILS OF THE TIMES.
Tv the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
SIR,-Why do we marYel at the present position of our Zion 1
History but repeats itself, and will, until the days of our Lord's
return in glory, when He will say to the reapers, " Gather ye the tares
first in bundles to burn them, but gather the wheat into My barn."
The visible Church and the world are now what they have ever been.
We do not read our Bibles aright unless we learn that the hearts of
men are fully set in them to do evil. We need not go back to the
antediluvian world for examples. It is true Enoch walked with God,
and he was not, for God took him; and Noah, a preacher of righteousness, was warned of God to make an ark to the saving of his house,
but the rest of the world were overwhelmed in the flood of waters
that came upon the earth. Did God's mighty deliverance change the
hearts of survivors 1 From the time of their going forth out of that ark
the tendency was evil, and that continu'1lly. Babel worship soon confounded them, and their dispersion was a proof of God's displeasure.
Need we follow the history of the Jews from the call of Abraham to
the birth of Christ 1 What were they but a seed of evil-doers-of
corrupters from the womb 1 They knew not Him of 'whom Moses in
the law and the prophets did write, but condemned Him to death,
thereby fulfilling their own Scriptures, and the word of J ehovah,
who raised Him from the dead. After His tabernacling in their midst
and sojourning among them, how few were influenced either by His
example or by the wonderful works which He did. They knew Him not!
The same evil heart of unbeliei followed on through the Apostolic age,
and the warning was sounded from the beloved Apostle John, ":j:;jttle
children, keep yourselves from idols." v\That lesson may we learn from
this 1 That the heart of man is desperately wicked, and that idol-worship
is man's besetting sin. Vre ask again the question, Are we to gather
grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles 1 A corrupt tree cannot bring
forth good fruit, neither can a good tree bring forth evil fruit. What
is passing before us now is but history repeating itself. The tares in
the Church must be rooted up. Sacerdotalism, that masterpiece of
Satan, needs neither lopping nor topping, but rooting out of our Zion.
It has been a petted child since its birth, seventy years since, by the
great men of the land. Premiers, bishops, and priests, as of old, have
worshipped at her shrine. The poor of the flock seek water; their
heart faileth them for fear. 'fhe sacerdotalists of this day have hewn
out broken ciaterns instead of fountains of living water; the shepherds of man's making feed not the flock, but eat the bread of that
Church to instil into her followers the traditions of a false Church,
which, under the name of "Catholic," they have foisted upon us; but
woe unto the shepherds who call evil good and good evil! The sin
of unbelief has blinded the eyes of those who believe not, who, instead
of feeding the flock, give lying vanities which cannot profit.
x
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But I cannot conclude these few remarks without a word to the
flock, purchased, redeemed, and sanctified by the blood of the everlasting covenant, ordered in all things, and sure. "Fear not, little flock;
it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom." "Be ye
steadfast, un moveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord;
forasmuch as ye know that your labour shall not be in vain in the
Lord."
Faithfully,
Dawlish, 16th MaTch, 1899.
V. P. H.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Edit01' of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-Thank you very much for your kind commendatory
notice of our work amongst soldiers and sf,ilors in this month's
number of the excellent GOSPEL MAGAZINE. I am thankful to be able
to report that God's blessing still rests upon the work, and that
progress is being made in it.
FROM LONDON.
Thanks for the nice parcel of books you sent me. I have a few more
left. I have given some to Sunday School children, who received them
eagerly to take home to their parents. Others I have distributed. One
friend is taking in the" Gospel Advocate" for this year, through my giving
him one to read. He said he liked it very much and has been comforted
by its contents. So, dear brother, you have been the instrument of
comforting one of God's poor children, and how many more I cannot
tell. Cheer up, dear brother. Thy sun shall no more go down, nor thy
light withdraw itself. There remains a blessed eternal rest for the people
of God.
I am requested to acknowledge, which I do, \yith many thanks to the
kind donor, 5s. from "Southwell."
May our God bless your labours in His vineyard, and grant a
special blessing to the forthcoming TOPLADY number, which we shall
hail with pleasure.
Yours sincerely,
St. MaTk's Road, Salisb1~TY, March 4th, 1899.
R. E. BRIDER.
DEAR children of God! that poor woman who made her way into the
presence of her Lord, through the chilling atmosphere of the Pharisee's
house, and through those barriers of Pharisaism which ,yere enough
to debar her entrance ;-that poor woman who was notoriously "a
sinner," when she came in contact with Jesus, when she believed His
truth, she was as righteous as David the King, or as Paul the Apostle,
as righteous as anyone of those, and who were one and all saved by
grace, washed in atoning blood, complete in the ri-ghteonsness of
Him who is "Jehovah our Righteousness." You mnst never lose sight
of this blessed truth; you must never part from it. It is everything
to the poor sinner. The very moment you begin to measure yourselves
one with another, you get away from the right standard, and then you
are at sea. The righteousness of God is to be the standard by which
you are to be measurec1.-Kra1~se.
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Jassiu£l' ®htuts.
A yIONTHLY RECORD.
THE KHALIFA, or MAHDI'S successor, having eluded the forces sent
in search of him, has again managed to collect an army together;
and at one time it seemed as if he was intending to make a fresh
attack upon our troops at Omdurman; but the latest reports, at the
time at which we write, indicate that his followers are deserting
him. As long as he remains uncaptured, he will probably always be
a source of danger and annoyance to the Government of Egypt and
the Soudan. Meanwhile, the people of the conquered provinces there
are happily settling down to peaceful occupations, and there seems
to be a great future before the land of Egypt. A new and enormous reservoir is being formed at Assouan by damming up the
waters of the Nile, and this is expected to have the effect of
fcrtilizing an immense additional tract of country. Mr. CECIL RHODES
also is pushing on his great scheme of a telegraph line and railwa,y
from the Cape to Cairo; and the effects of British rule and British
cnterprise are becoming more and more manifest. ,Ve earnestly
wish that Christian influence were becoming as manifest; but, alas!
it is not so; the great work at Assouan was inaugurated with
much ceremony by a member of the Royal Family on a Sunday, to
please the Mahommedan population of Egypt, because it happened to
be one of their festival days; the Gm'don College is being established
on an entirely irreligious basis; and missionary enterprise is
dcliberately discouraged and checked. How can wc expect a blessing
to rest upon our efforts whilst such is the case 1
THE International Peace Conference, suggested by the TSAR of
RUSSIA, is about to be held, but there seem to be "ery fe\l' sanguine
expectations as to the result. It is almost too much to expect that
all the nations of Europe will consent to reduce their armaments,
and if they do not all consent, there can be little hope of some of
them doing so by themselves. If they \I'ould all enter into an agreement to submit every question of dispute to an international board
of arbitration, and if they would appoint such a board, and bind
themselvcs to abide by its decisions, a great step would be gained
towards international peace. Then, pcrlmps, the enormous and
costly armaments which so many nations are now maintaining
might be placed upon a different footing, something like that of
ollr yolunteers and militia; but it remains to be seen whethcr
this can be brought to pass or not.
THE London Missionary Society has received favourable news from
Madagascar. The persecution there has abated, at least in its violent
forms, and the commotion has subsided. Christians can now go
about their daily business and do their Christian work. 'I'he steadfastness of the missionaries and the mttives has had its reward.
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THE" May" meetings, which will commence this month, promise to
be of exceptional interest. The Secretaries of the Church Missionary
Society are, we hear, already almost overwhelmed with applications
for tickets of admission to its great centenary meetings; and no doubt
the numerous friends and supporters of the Religious Tract Society
will rally round its standard in a special manner at its approaching
centenary meetings.
'1'he Irish Church Missions also celebrates its
fiftieth birthday this year, having been formed as a distinct Society
in 1849, and it asks that the occasion may be marked by special
help.
WE notice that the Religious Tract Society has been recently
offering some special prizes bearing upon the controversy with
Romanism. One is a prize of £100 for the best book on the subject
of "Protestant Belief," giving a popular and thorough vindication of
Evangelical Protestantism against Romanism and the Romanist
tendencies of the present day; and the others are prizes of £50,
£35, and £21, for the best stories on the" Present-Day Aspects of
the Controversy with Rome," illustrating "the evils which Homanism
and the drifting towards Rome are ,,-orking in the life and thought
of this generation." This is an excellent idea, and \re hope that it
will have the effect of directing special and fresh attention to the
subject.

A WRI'l'ER in the Times newspaper has receutly called attention to
a passage in FROUDE'S Hist01'Y of England unlit?' Elizabeth, which
seems to be very applicable to the present day, as illustrating the
withering and disastrous consequences of the domination of SacerdotalThe historian says :-" To the countries which rejected the
ism.
Reformation, freedom never offered itself again in the dress of a
purer religion. It returned upon them as revolution, as the negation
of all religion. In Austria" in Spain, in France, in Italy the Church
has been stripped step by step of its wealth, of its power, even of its
control over the education of the people. Practical life has become
secularized, and culture "nd intelligence hase ceased to interest
themselves in a creed which they no lonaer belie re. Doctrine may be
The laity are cOl~tempt\1ously indifferent, "and
piled on doctrine.
leave the priests in possession of the field in \rhich reasonablc men
have ceased to expect any good thing to gro\\-. This is the fruit of
the Catholic reaction of the sixteenth century. of all the efforts of the
Jesuits and the Inquisition, of the Council of Trent, the :M,tssacre of
St. Bartholomew, and the religious wars of PHlLLIP n. If the same
phenomena are beginning to be visible in England, they have appcared
as yet in a less aggravated form. They are manifesting themselves
at present, coincidently with the repudiation by the clergy of the
principles of the Reformation; and if the clergy are permitted to
carry through their Catholic 'revival,' the divorce between intelligence
and Christianity will be as complete among ourselves as it is
elsewherc."
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THE Rome correspondent of the Daily lJ1ail writes: "I have spoken
with Monsignor PRIOR, who on the occasion of the last English
pilgrimage to Rome was nominated domestic prelate of the POPE,
and who quite recently was appointed director of the new College
of St. Bede, established for the reception of young Englishmen
converted to Roman Catholicism, who are desirous of becoming priests.
He tells me that the POPE is deeply interested in the English
crisis. Recently, when receiving a batch of students of the college,
the POPE, speaking on the question of Ritualism, said: 'The English
now accept the rites of the Roman Church. Soon they will accept
the substance of our holy religion. vVhat is now happening in the
Anglican Church, added to the progress of 1{,oman Catholicism in
England, confirms my hope that England will assuredly re-enter
Roman Catholicism.' 'The POPE,' says Monsignor PRIOR, once said
to him, as director of the College of St. Bede: 'You have to consider
yourself a trainer of gladiaton, to whom is confided the religious
education of the English, who will re-enter the religious arena of
their country, and who are charged to obtain new triumphs for the
B,oman Catholic faith, so that England may again be able to call
herself the Isle of Saints.''' Or, rather, the "Isle of Romuh Saints."
Are our people generally so deluded as to allow this to come to
pass 1 Are they so ignorant as not to know what Romanism really
is when unmasked 1 Cctn they not see the significance of such a fact
as this-just mentioned in the newspapers-that the Italian Government has distinctly refused to send any representative to the
International Peace Conference, if the POPE be allowed to send a
representative 1 Surely a fact like this shows what the Italian
people think of the Papacy, and, kno\ying it so thoroughly as they
do, it is a fact of the deepest significance.
ARCHDEACON SINCLAIR has published a pamphlet which many
persons may find very meful at the present time. It is entitled,
Points at Issue between the Chunh of Engl<md and the ChU1'Ch of
Rome. It is now in its fourth edition. It is published, price sixpence,
by ELI,IOT STOCK, 62, Paternoster Eow, E.C. This substantial pamphlet.
summarises a vast amount of information, and Mr. STOCK offers to
supply it at half-price, in quantities of a hundred and upwards,
for distribution, in execution of orders received direct from purchasers.
WE have received a number of localized Parish and other Magazines
which illustrate the insidious manner in which truth is often mixed with
error and sacerdotal and Romauistic teaching. A magazine perhaps looks
very attractive, and it is made particularly interesting by the inserti0l1
of local information; it is also very cheap, and it appears to contctin
much that is good and instructive; and so it is unwittingly received
into many households withont careful e:->amination, or any idea of the
religious poison which it may inculcate. For example, in one before
us there is a highly commendatory notice of G-- H,--, because,
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among'st other things, from his youngest days, he "looked upon the
Holy Eucharist as the centre of his worship, and the highest of all
means of grace, and tells us how, in school days, he would return after
the early celebration at the parish church, to pick up the fragments
of the Blessed Sacrament which were scattered on the kneeling cushion
at the altar-rails," &c. We read also of "arrangements made for
Daily Communion," of "Holy Days and their Eves to be observed," &c.,
&c. Protestant families ought to be extra careful, and constantly on
the watch against the admission of such teaching; and, as the best
way to check error is to spread truth, it is well when they en·
deavour as far as possible to circulate wholesome and useful
literature.
ON the Continent there are cheering signs of a great falling away
from the Roman Catholic Church. In Austria, Italy, and France
there are said to be wholesale defections from it, and there is great
alarm among the Austrian priesthood.
THE Rev. THOMAS CONNELLAX, of Dublin, who, it will be remembered, seceded from the Romish priesthood, has writtell very strongly
against the proposed establishment and cndowment of a Roman
Catholic University for Ireland. :JIr. COXXELLAN argues that, as
Maynooth, for the training of Roman Catholic priests, has been
already endowed with over half a million of public money, and all
the prizes and emoluments in Dublin L ni versity are open to
Romanists, as well as those in the Queen's Colleges, the Roman
Catholic Church has therefore no grievance whatever in the matter
of University education.
WE are sorry to see the inroads that are being made upon the
rest and sanctity of the Sabbath Day. The l.Ietropolis has long
been conspicuous in doing without postal service on that day, but
now the Postmaster-general has decided to arrange for the delivery
of "express" letters in London on Sundays. IN e hope that this
will not be the "thin end of the wedgc" which will lead to the
full employment of the postal service on Sundays there. 'l'his
innovation is really not needed. Cases of illness or emergency can
be dealt with by telegraph as heretofore. One of the leading London
daily newspapers has also given notice of its publishing a special
Sunday edition, with various adjuncts, which are evidently intended
to make it as popular and attractive as possible. A.n Americ<tn
paper, alluding to this, prophesies that all that paper's contemporaries will soon follow suit, and says that it is an evidence that
" English journalism is rapidly waking up." If so, we think that it
will "wake up" in a wrong way. 'iVhat about the weary journalists,
working as they frequently do, in these busy days, at the utmost
mental high pressure 1 and what about all the employees connected
with our great newspapers 1-do they not need a day of rest as
well as the general public 1
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There seems, indeed, to be a determined and widespread effort to
secularise the Sabbath as much as possible, and all those who love
and reverence that holy day ought to be on the look-out and oppose
it with all their influence. In addition to the cases which we have just
mentioned, and to Sunday excursions, Sunday concerts, Sunday
amusements, and Sunday trading, the Middlesex Rifle Association, at
its recent annual meeting, proposed and carried a resolution, "That,
in the opinion of the meeting, it was highly desirable, in the interests
of national defence (1), that rifle-shooting on Sunday should be permitted at the Bisley mnges during the summer; and that the council
of the Middlesex Rifle Association approach the National Rifle
Association on the subject."
THE Christian says: -" There are few more needed lessons in the
present day than to distinguish clearly between 'feverishness' and
activity. In business, in the home, and in religious service there is
a perpetual tendency to fume and fret, and when this habit generates
its inevitable resnlt-exhaustion-the complaint arises about overstrain and nervous failure.
Very many of these evil consequences
are the result of a fussy and unnecessary expenditure of energy,
which, if it had been wisely husbanded and frugally expended, would
In the
have been amply sufficient to meet the demands of life.
Gospels we have the picture of a life that was full of intense and
unremitting activity. .J esus Christ' went about doing good.' In the
midst of it all He was beautifully and unfailingly calm, and ncver
gave way to feverishness of mind and feeling.
And He left His
people the legacy of His 'peace.' It is a legacy which few of them
have known how to appropriate fully. But it is an essential condition
of relief from the 'overstrain' of which we are always complaining."
D. A. D.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
(BY THE SECRETARY.)
PERMISSION has been granted by the LORD MAYOR for the use of
the Mansion House, on the afternoon of May 1st, for the Society's
Annual Meeting. The LORD MAYOR will preside, supported by the
RIGHT HON. EVELYN ASHLEY, the VEN. ARCHDEACON MADDEN of
LIVERPOOL, the Revs. J. H. HALLETT, and J. P. WILES, M.A.; and
F. A. BEVAN, W. H. COLLINGRIDGE, E. RAWLINGs, and W. J. PARKS,
Esqrs. The Rev. J. ORMISTON has promised to preach the Annual
Sermon in St. Mary, Aldermary, City, on Thursday evening,
:\ray 25th, at 7.30; the large attendance on former occasions leads
the Committee to confidently hope that the supporters of the Institution will again accord a hearty welcome to their esteemed friend,
who gives so many proofs of his attachment to the Society. If a note
of the date be kindly made, other engagements will not clash.
Three lectures, illustrated by lime-light views, have recently been
given at the Hornsey Rise Asylum, on behalf of the Maintenance
Fund-by Mr. E. ASH, on "Switzerland;" Mr. G. HUME, on "The
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Arabian Desert;" and Mr. T. VY. Nmm, on "A Visit to the Region of
the Early Churches; " when a large immber of friends and many of the
inmates assembled in the Asylum Hall. Such gatherings deeply interest
the aged ones, and are opportunities of Christian intercourse which are
highly valued.
The Annual Election of Five and Seven Guinea Pensioners to the
. Ten Guinea Pension will take place on Tuesday, June 6th. The
Committee have this year arranged to elect twenty-five instead of
twenty, in addition to the ten oldest pensioners, who will be ad vanced
without election. The Board are endeavouring to obtain such an
increase of funds as will enable them tG ad vance a much larger number
of pensioners to the higher lists.
The financial year which has just closed has been one of much
encouragement, the Annual Subscription list showing a 111arked increase;
the expenditure in pensions has, however, advanced so rapidly that
the income is still disproportionate to the outlay, but in humble
dependence upon the promise and blessing of Him, without whom
there can be nothing stable and prosperous, the C,JInmittee would
with praiseful hearts enter upon another year of service, expressing
for all engaged in this ministration the prayer that quaint and
melodious GEORGE HEHBERT wrote nearly three centuries ago" Teach me, my God and King,
In all things Thee to see;
And what I do in anything
To do it as for Thee."

~ebitius

nnb. JJ;lotins of

~oohs.

Forty-one Years in India j ]Tom S1bbaltern to Gommander-in- Chief. By
FIELD-MARSHAL LORD ROBERTS of IC\~DAHAR, YC., G.C.R, &c. In
two volumes. London: Richard Bentley and Sons.
Tw'o extremely interesting volumes. LORD ROBERTS intersperses his
own personal experiences with the history of the Indian Mutiny in
a very effective manner, and Fetells an old story with numerous new and
thrilling incidents. The outbreak of the Mutiny, the Siege of Delhi,
the fight at Agm, the Relief of Lucknow, the tight at Cawnpore, and
'subsequently the disaster at Maiwand, and LORD ROBER'l'S' celebrated
march frol11 Cabul to Kandahar, are all related in <L ,i\'id but unostentatious manner. The way in which LORD ROI3ERTS was repeatedly
,preserved from death was marvellous, and almost equally marvellous
were the gallantry and heroism of our troops. 'Ye should have liked
to have seen a more distinct and grateful acknowledgment of Divine
Providence in reference to the author's marvellous preservation, and
to the success granted to our arms.
RECEIVED :-Possibilities; His Brother's Keeper; One Hundred Years;
Two Uncles .. Glovelly Sermons.: The Finside" lJome Wm'ds " Sword
and Trowel j Day of Days, <lc.

