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•, Who comforteth us in all Our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trou~le, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted or GOd."-2 COR. i. 4.

"THUS SAITH THE LORD."
(EXODUS iv. 22.)
WHEN the living God speaks, He ever speaks in His holiness, and,
speaking thus, He causes joy in the hearts which He prepares by His
grace.
(Psalm cviii. 7).
That which He speaks abides, and none
can either ,add to, or take away from His counsel. " For ever, 0 Lord,
Thy Word is settled in heaven" (Psalm cxix. 89).
How frequently
in the five inspired Books of Moses-those very Books which the" New
Critics" blasphemously impugn-such expressions occur as, "The
Lord said," "'rhe Lord spake." It is noteworthy that, in those sacred
compositions alone, these, and similar assertions of the Divine origin
and authority of the Scripture records are met ',:ith no fewer than 500
times. And further, it has been pointed out that in the Historical
and Poetical Books such expressions occur 300 times. In the Prophetical Books, "'rhus saith the Lord," and" Hear the Word of the
Lord," are used about 1,200 times. Thus, in the whole of the Old
Testament we find no fewer than 2,000 emphatic, explicit testimonies
and assertions, all going to set upon that division of the Written Word
the imprimatur of Him that cannot lie, and to afford ground of perfect
confidence for them who know" Whom they have believed."
The New Testament is inseparaple from the Old, for it bears all
the marks of proceeding from the same Divine Mind, and sets forth
the self-same truths. It has been said, "The New Testament is unfolded in the Old, and the Old .Testament is unfolded in the New."
In the latter-it has been computed-some 960 Old Testament passages are either quoted, cited, or alluded tn! The Old Testament,
Scriptures contain about 120 predictions, which converge in the Person
of the Lord Jesus Christ. No wonder, therefore, that, after His doo.th
and resurrection, He should have thu.s· have spoken to His disciples:.

o

---_._--

194

The Gospet Magazine.

"These are the words which I spake unto 'you, while I was yet with
you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the Law
of Moses, and in the Prophets, and in the Psalms, concerning Me"
(Luke xxiv. 44). These three divisions named by Christ comprised
the whole of the then existing Scriptures. Thus, we have His own
infallible authority for the belief that from the Old Testament Word
He ever drew the proofs and evidence of His being the promised Seed
of the Woman, the Seed of Abraham, and the Son of David.
The
Divine inspiration of the Books-penned by "holy men of God who
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost" (2 Peter i. 2l)-was
thus sealed and certified by the Son of God Himself. The Lord Jesus
publicly and privately maintained--as His Apostle Paul aiterwarda
wrote-that" All Scripture is given by inspiration of God [is Godbreathed], and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
Ior instruction in righteousness" (2 Tim. iii. 16).
Heaven and
earth shall pass away, but no one word that ever proceeded from the
lips of JellQvah-Father, Son, and Holy Ghost-shall ever pass away.
The Sadduceean age in which we live, when men err concerning the
Scriptures and wrest them to their own destruction, shall also pass
away, and the Sadduceean critics of the twentieth century shaH also,
every one, pass away, but the 'Word of our Covenant God shall endure
for ever. King Jehoiakim, of old, thought he could frustrate the predictions of coming judgment by cutting to pieces and burning J eremiah's God-inspired writings, but that foolish and blasphemous
thought proved futile, for a transcript of the Word of the Most High
was speedily penned, and there were added thereto "many like
words" (Jer. xxxvi. 32). All came to pass. Of nothing is Jehovah
more jealous than of the integrity of the revelation He has been
pleased to make of Himself. And since He has chosen to ma.ke that
revelation in a written form, He has. most solemnly forewarned all
men of certain doom who defiantly "take away from," or proudly
"add unto the word" of His holy Book. There is a finality about
God's Written Word, closing as it does with the emphatic "Amen"
of its Tri-une Author, which furnishes.a rock foundation for faith to
.rest upon, and build upon.
And He Who is "the Amen" (Rev. iii. H)-the Very Truth (Jolm
:xiv. 6) of the eternal God has, once for all, declared <;>f the Old Testament writings-" The Scripture cannot be broken" (John x. 35).
Jt is the office of Christ, as the Surety of the Covenant o~ grace, to
:see that it is not broken. He has accepted willingly that responsibility. He foreknows the end from the beginning, and thus is able
te open thehea-rts of all who truly believe-and do not question or
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<criticise the Word of Scril)ture-" itcarmot be broken." Christ
taught His disciples, when on earth, and the Holy Spirit, Who is on
earth now, also still teaches the elect, blood-washed Church that God's
Word is of absolute authority a.nd .inerrancy. The New Testament
and its Divine testimony and records were anticipated by the Lord
Jesus when He predicted of the Holy Spirit-" The Comforter, which is
the Holy Ghost, Whom the Father will send in My name, He shall
teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembra-nce whatsoever I have said unto you" (John xiv. 26). Thus Jesus testified
beforehand to the completeness of the Apostolic teaching. It should
be the voice and mind of the Spirit of Truth. The holy men who
we're selected to pen the New 'l.'estament were< not left to themselves
or to their fallible memories as to what Jesus had taught them con<lerning Himself out of Moses, and the Prophets, and the Psalms.
And more than that, there was much of the Divine counsel and revelation which the disciples were not able to receive in the days of their
,Lord's ministry that also He promised them should afterwards be made
known to them. "I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit when He"the Spirit of Truth, is come, He
will guide you into all truth: foi' .He shall not speak of [Greek : from]
Himself; but whatsoever He shalL hear, that shall He speak: and He
-wm shew you things to come" (John xvi. 12, 13). "All the truth"
'Was thus promised and pledged by ,Christ to His believing people.
And "all the Truth" has been consequently delivered by the Holy
'Ghost sent down from heaven. The incarnation, life-work, ministry,
:Messiahship, death, resUlTection, ascension, and session of the Seed of
the Woman, the Seed of Abraham, the Son of David-in perfect
:agreement with the prophecies of the Old Testament-have been
~iven to us by the Spirit of Revelation in the New. Yve cannot,
therefore, too reverently' and gratefully regard the perfect, written
revelation of the counsel and mind of God which we possess in the
infallible Book-fr6m Genesis to the Apocalypse. The unqualified
:acceptance by the Son of God of His Father's written Word is, to all,
.loyal Christian hearts, the one and all-sufficient warra-nt for unwaver-,
ing faith.
But, of course, there is in the case of such the further testimony
,of personal, spiritual experience. It is in this latter particular th~t
carnally-minded "New Critics" betray abject ignora-nce.
Their
methods of "handling the Word of God" (2 Cor. iv. 2)-presumptu-ous, irreverent, unspiritual, and self-contradictory-expose them and
their rationalistic theories and inventions to the pity 'of those whom'
1t'he Spirit gUides into all truth. "The meek will He guide in judgo 2
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ment, 'the meek will He teach His way." "A 'little child shall lead
them." The least inthe Lord's living family is enabled by the unction
of the Holy One to say with truth and feeling-CC Thou, through Thy
commandments, hast made me wiser than mine enemies: for they are,
ever with me. I have more understanding .than all my teachers: for
Thy testimonies are my meditation" (Psalm cxix. 98, 99). The eversafe rule guides the judgment of those who are led by the Spirit"To the Law and to the Testiniony: if they speak not according to
this Word, it is because there is no light in them" (Isaiah viii. 20).
That faith which is of the Holy Ghost in the heart of a child of God
can never be overthrown. The arguments of the sceptic and of the'
graceless critic of the Bible have no power to reason away the allegiance which true believers confess in "the Scripture of Truth" (Daniel
x. 21). The religion of a regenerated sinner has its very beginning
in the sovereign application to the heart of the Word of God. "Of
His own will begat He us with the Word of Truth" (James i. 18). And
all the consolation arising from a believing sense of the forgiveness of,
sins, through the precions blood of the Lamb, flows through, and
from, the same Word of Truth. ' "This, is my comfort in my affliction: for Thy Word hath q'uickell~.lLme," (P,sa,lm, cxix." 50). What
know the "Higher Critics" of ;this experime)1tal power of God's,
"quick and powerful" Word 1: 'And' how can anything they' may
write, or say, reverse God~s work,;ip. t:h~ he'arts of His trusting children 1
Again, the' subjects of the Spirit's teaching know that the applied
Scriptures "make wise unto ~lvation" (2 Tim. iii. 15), and the
wisdom thus imparted enables the judgment to detect the deceitJulness of the "leamed" of this world, who would fain take away "the
key of knowledge" (Luke xi. 52), like the lawyers of old whom Jesus
denounced, saying, "Woe unto you, lawyers!" Yet, further j upon
the living people of God, the applied Word of Truth exerci,ses a power
to sanctify the life and conversation which no other instr.itment' can
effect. "Sanctify them through Thy truth," prayed the Lord Jesus
just before He atoned for their sins by His meritorious death, and
then He authoritatively added, "Thy Word is truth" (John xvii. 17).
The unsanctified criticism which makes the Bible a mere book of words
is wholly destitute of any power to tOUGh the conscience, to enlighten
the undeJ:standing, to minister comfort to the wounded heart, or t<>
purify the inner life of the soul. When was it that' the hearts of disciples melted into holy mellowness 1 What was it turned the hearts
that were sad into gladness, and changed a sOlTowful conversation
into the lang1lage of praise and gratitude 1 Let Cleopas' and his companion from Jerusalem t{) Emmaus' reply_CC Did not our heart burn
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within us, while He talked with us by the way, and while He opened
to us the Scriptures?" (Luke xxiv. 32). Has our modern "Higher
Criticism" ever yet caused a sorrowing heart to glow with spiritual
Did Jesus-think you, dear reader-deal in dry, cold
emotion 7
criticism of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms 7 Did He seek to
cast doubt on the authenticity, accuracy, and verbal inspir~tion of the
Old Testament 7 No I-a thousand times! But He did that which
the German, English, Scottish, and Irish critics cannot do-He
opened the understanding of His humble, teachable disciples "that
they might understand the Scriptures," proving by "Thus it is
written" (Luke :xxiv. 45, 46) the neces.sity ~f His atoning death and
glorious resurrection, and certifying to their faith that He was verily
"He that should come."
,
Oh, brethren, let us, then; cleav~:jth' ever-intensified' confidence
to the" Thus saith the Lord," and the i<i 'Thus it is written," and let us
leave to carnal disputants" The Gospel of Doubt" and its awful souldelusions! With" thE) Sword of the Spirit, which is the, Word of
God," in the hand of faith, the merest spiritual stripling is more
than conqueror over Satan, the world, and the flesh. " It is written! "
-in the lips of ,Tesus-laid low the mighty Tempter in the wilderness.
The five Books of Moses, as a spiritual armoury, furnished the trusting Son of Man with weapons which neither the malice nor the craft
.of 'the Devil could confront, for he ignominiously fled! Let us learn
of Him Who thus won the fight, and left us an example that we should
follow in His steps.
.. Five pebbles from the brook
The shepherd David drew,
.one of those five he took,
And proud Goliath slew.
~,

He went forth all alone,
No armour had he on ;
But with a sling and stone
The victory he won.

.. There is a holy stream,
By God's pure wellspring fed;
Bright polished pebbles gleam,
Like jewels, in its bed.
•., The Bible is that brook;
The five books of God's law
Jesus, our David, took,
And one from them did draw. -', '
.. With that, and that ~lone,
.He went to meet the foe;'

And with that single stone
He laid the tempter low.
" Sing praises to our Lord,
Glad hallelujahs sing,
Who conquered by His vVord;
Our Captain and our King.
"Lord, arm us with that vVord ;
'Vith faith in Thee our shield,
'Ve need no other sword,
Teach us that sword to wield.
" Help us like Thee to fight;
Oh give us victory;
So may we put to flight
Our ghostly enemy.
" To Father, and the Son,
And Holy Ghost, to Thee,
Eternal Three in One,
Eternal glory be" !
THE

EDITOR.
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SORROW TURNED INTO JOY.
"And Israel said, It is enough."-GENEsIs xlv. 28,
PEHHAPS, no single chapter in the historical portion of the Old Testament Scriptures more forcibly than the one above-named illustrates
the inspired exclamation of the Apostle Paul-" How unsearchable
are God's judgments, and His ways past finding out!" The" judgments," that is, the discriminating decisions of J ehovah's mind in
the disposal of eyen the earthly lot of His beloved people, are trans"For as the heavens
cendently wise, and admittedly mysterious.
are higher than the earth, 'so are My ways higher than your ways,
and My thoughts than your thoughts." His Covenant dealings may
indeed be said to be "in the sea," and the "path" of His promiseperformances "in the deep waters"-so far as His dependent people
can trace them. No track is discoverable by human reason. Nor
can reason foretell how the God of the promises in Christ will, or
even can, bring them to pass.
The godly patriarch, J acob, listened, we, are told, to the narrative
of the visions of future greatness God granted to J oseph, yet he
" rebuked" the dear child for believing them, and argued against the
probability of their truth. He incredulously said, "What is this
dream that thou hast dreamed 7 Shall I and thy mother and thy
'brethren indeed come to bow down ourselves to thee to the earth 1"
The nal~ed improbability of ever being indebted to his son for the
temporal salvation of himself and his household misled Jacob, and
caused him to question the counsels of the Most High! Alas, how
prone are God's people to walk by sight rather than by faith! "Is
anything too hard for the Lord 1" It ought to have been" enough"
for Jacob to have made sure that the Lord had spoken to Joseph, and
then to leave to Him" Who worketh all things after the counsel of
His Own will" to bring the matter to pass. This unbelief on the
Patriarch's part had, consequently, to go into the furnace, So that
it might be purged away as dross, and that faith might in the result
be glorified.
Joseph was removed from the family circle, in a
mysterious and tragical manner, and for long, long years was by Jacob
passionately ,mourned as dead. "Joseph is not."
Joseph himself, too, had his faith put to a fiery test. "The Word
of the Lord"-that is, the Word spoken to _him by J ehovah in the
visions-" tried him."
What, to him, was practically a life-time~
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passed away, and the fulfilment of the visions tarried. Moreover~
"he was laid in iron" (Psalm cv. 18). Forgotten by man, and
apparently by his God also, Joseph, the heir of precious Divine
promises, was unjustly kept by man a prisoner in an Egyptian stronghold. But the God or the promises is mindful of His prisoners, and
paternally listens to their sighs. It is only a question of His time to
set His loved ones free. But, He will perform it in His own sovereign,
wise, and effective way.
That famine in Canaan, which instrumentally occasioned and compelled Jacob to send down to Egypt for supplies of corn, was " of the
Lord," Who, at length, had determined to justify the faith and
patient waiting of His dear servant, Joseph. The set time for
Abraham's seed to go into Egypt, as long before predicted, having
arrived, the providential pathway was opened, and the word of command to depart from Canaan-until the land should be possessed by
the twelve tribes-was divinely spoken. Strange though the dispensation of circumstances was, it was worked out with consummate
wisdom by the God of Jacob, Who only bringeth mighty things to
pass. The pangs of hunger compelled the sojourners in Canaan to
seek their food supplies in a country where, it was reported, abundant
s1.ores of grain were accessible. And Jacob's ten sons went down bj
_their father's command to buy corn in Egypt. And, 10, the masteuof the vast granaries of Pharaoh was none other than their long-lost
brother Joseph! Joseph, providentially delivered from prison, had!
been placed in authority next to the supreme ruler of Egypt, and
by his wisdom had taken such prescient steps tQ secure the storage of
the national crops during years of plenty that there was bread
enough and to spare when the long season of dearth prevailed. Wo
cannot here detail the deeply interesting and instructive incidents
which took place ere Joseph made himself known to his guilty
brethren, or dwell upon the tender forgiveness of the wronged one
when at last he revealed himself, saying, "I am Joseph, your brother,
whom ye sold int-o Egypt. Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry
with yourselves, that ye sold me hither; for God did send me before
you, to preserve life." The main point to which attention is especially to be directed is the marvellous transition which was wrought
in the case of aged Jacob-how his life-sorrow was divinely turned
into joy. "Haste ye," said Joseph to his brethren, "and go up to
my father, and say to him, Thus saith thy son Joseph, God hath
made me lord of all Egypt: come down unto me, tarry not: and
thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, and thou shalt be near unto
me, thou, and thy children, and thy children's children, and thy
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flocks, and thy herds, and all that thou hast: and there will I
nourish thee, for yet there are five years of famine, lest thou and thy
household, and all that thou hast, , come to poverty." Is it to be
wondered at that when Jacob heard Joseph's message at the lips of
his sons he stood in doubt of its truth 1 "And 'Jacob's heart
fainted, for he believed them not." 'It was too good to be true-he
feared. "And they told him all the words of Joseph, which he had
said unto them: and when he saw the wagons which J oseph had sent
to carry him, the spirit of Jacob their father revived: and Israel said,
It is enough: Joseph my son is yet alive: I will go down and see him
before I die. And Israel took his joumey with all that he had, and
came to Beer-sheba, and offered sacrifices unto the God of his father
Isaac."
The news that his beloved son J oseph lived inspired joy unspeakable in the aged Patriarch's mourning soul. It was indeed as
a resurrection from the dead-for, in the thoughts of Jacob, Joseph
had long been counted among the dead. This experience finds a remarkable parallel in, the case of the disciples of our Lord, who lost
all hope of again seeing on earth Him whom their souls loved. On
the very day of the resurrection of Jesus the language of their mouming hearts was, "We trusted that it had been He which should have
redeemed Israel." Slow of heart to believe the promise of their
Lord, "I will see you again," they walked in the dark gloom of
despair. "They knew not the Scripture that He must rise again from
the dead." But speedily their sorrow was turned into joy, according
to His Word, "Verily, verily, I say uut{) you, that ye shall weep and
lament, but the world shall rejoice: and ye shall be sorrowful, but
your souow shall be turned into joy." And so it was, on the evening
of the day of their Lord's resurrection from the dead, when He
suddenly appeared in their little assembly, saying, "Peace be unto
you! "-for the Holy Spirit tells us, "Then were the disciples glad,
when they saw the Lord." " J oseph is yet alive! "
The report, too, of Joseph's greatness, honour, and glory further
inspired Jacob's soul with wonder and delight. To hear of hi!!
almost royal advancement added unspeakably to the happiness of the
aged father, who, no doubt, was privileged to see in this incident
the part fulfilment of the early " dreams" of his child. The martyrspirited Joseph was now seated on an exalted throne, and patient
continuance in well-doing had met with its due recompense. And is
any spiritual joy greater in the experience of the believer in the
Lord Jesus Christ than that which springs from the precious knowledge that He "Who was made' a little lower than the angels for
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the sUffering of death" is now "crowned with glory and honour,"
all power in heaven and earth having been bestowed upon Him by
the Fathed What 'was it mightily strengthened the heart of Stephen
while being stoned to death 1 " But- he, being full of the Holy Ghost,
looked up steadfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and the
Son of Man standing on the right hand of God." "Jacob's spirit revived; and Israel said, It is enough!" Oh, is it not so, brethren,
in our own experience, when Christ is exalted in our hearts 7-when
He sits there a King 1
Then, further, the prospect of seeing Joseph face to face-in his
glory-ehased away all remembrance of the days of Jacob's mourning,
and put fresh life and energy into his long-desponding heart.
He
would see Joseph I-and "'We would see Jesus!" To hear of Jesus,
and, better, to "hear Him" (Ephes. iv. 21), are unspeakable privileges granted to us now; but, brethren beloved, what will it be to
"see Him as He is" t (1 John iii.2). "And His servants shall serve
Him: and they shall see His face;' and His Name shall be in their
foreheads" (Rev. xxii. 3, 4). How full of blessed meaning to the
heart of Jacob must have been the message sent to him by Joseph,
"' Come down unto me-tarry not." The loving son of a loving
father longed for speedy, personal fellowship. Love-unbroken
through a long course of silent years-panted for the moment, when,
once more, filial and paternal affection might vent themselves without
let or hindrance. One all-absorbing reflection must have possessed
the father's mind-CC This my son was dead, and is alive again, was
lost, and is found;" while, to Joseph, the thought that the day was
near at hand when he should be able to extend to his long-mourned
father the honours of an almost royal reception more than doubled
the joys of the anticipated reunion. And what, dear. fellow-believers,
wait we fo1'1 Oh, something unutterably more blessed than was
the reunion of Jacob and Joseph! To be received by the King of
kings, and Lord of lords, not in Egyptian, but celestial glory-this
is the sure expectation of which sovereign grace has by the Holy
Ghost given us assurance. 'Ye know Whom we have believed,. even
the adorable Redeemer of our souls, and we daily are found "looking
for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and
Qur Saviour Jesus Christ,Who gave Himself for us, that He might
redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar
people, zealous of good works." Oh, shall not our hearts, in that
supreme moment, echo, with profounder meaning than that which
Jacob could attach to his exclamation-CC It is enough ! "
. Then, lastly, we may profitably note how punctually and ardently
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the heart of Jacoo responded to the royal call of Joseph. "And
Israel took his journey, with all that he had, and came to Beer-sheba,
and offered sacrifices unto the God of his father Isaac."
Before
leaving Canaan, however, the Patriarch paused to wait upon the Lord
for full sanction and direction.
Beer-sheba was a hallowed spot.
Both Abraham and Isaac had there held intercourse with Jehovah
(Gen. xxi. 33; xxvi. 25). And there, too, the Covenant God of Israel
favoured the pilgrim Patriarch on his joyous joui'ney to see his longlost J oseph. "And God spake unto Israel in the visions of the night,
and' said, Jacob, Jacob..And' he said, Here am 1." Yes-cc Here
am I, at the altar-side, waiting to know Thy will, and trusting Thee
for wisdom profitable to direct." And the Lord graciously assured
His dependent, aged servant, saying, "I am God, the God of thy
father: fear not to go aown into Egypt: for I will there make of thee
a great nation. I will go down with thee into Egypt; and I will also
surely bring thee up again: and Joseph shall put his hands upon
'thine eyes." And all came to pass. The blessing that maketh rich
was upon Jacob, and his eyes indeed beheld his very own son Josephin all his glory-and at length the loving hands of Joseph closed his
father's eyes in deat,h. Oh, brethren, be it ours to follow in the
steps of J acob, and, like him, take no step apart from the sacrifice
of the altar. Let us often be found at "Beer-sheba "-the well of
the oath, or swearing, the well of seven-waiting on our God for His
sure'leading on life's eventful journey Zionward. Enough be it for
us, as we daily travel onward toward the glorious consummation of
our heavenly calling, that the Lord's promise of His presence with
us is a Covenant reality, If our way lead us into straits and dangers
and conflicts--': I will go down with thee into Egypt"-may well
suffice us. The sorrows of the way will presently be transformed into
tearless joys, and we shall indeed "be satisfied" when we see the
King in His beauty, and are welcomed by Him to the eternal banquet
-the Marriage Supper of the Lamb. The heavenly vision is assured
to all believers-cc If we suffer, we shall also reign with Him (2 Tim.
ii. 12).
" Soon shall the cup, of glory
Wash down earth's bitterest woes,
Soon shall the desert briar
Break into Eden's rose;
The curse shall change to blessing,
The name on earth that's banned
Be graven on the white stone
In Immanuel's Land."
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"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY?"
(GENESIS i. 22.)
" AND God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful and fill the waters in the
seas and let fowl multiply in the earth." This is the will of God
concerning all His creatures. His law equally extends to the spiritual
creation. Infinite Wisdom created the supply of food before He formed
the demand for it; the increase of the former keeps pace with the
multiplication of the living who crave it, and God's blessing rests on
fruitfulness--living inhabiters of living waters and those who soar
heavenward abundantly. Ere the fifth day ended" it was so I" It is
not the will of God that any of His spiritual creation, " created anew in
Christ Jesus," should be barren or unfruitful in the knowledge of our
Lord Jesus Christ, and it is manifest sign of the new life to have a yearning desire., a travailing as in birth till Christ be formed in others,to beget spiritual children "with the Word of Truth."
" And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after
his kind, cattle and creeping things and beasts of the earth after his
kind: and it was so." With Him, to will and to accomplish is ever
one! "And God made the beast of the earth after his kind." In
His ch-allenge to Job, He mentions a few, to illustrate His majesty and
providential care over all His works: "Wilt thou hunt the prey for
the lion 7 or fill the appetite of the young lions1" That the strong
contrast may yield His own children strong consolation (Psalm xxxiv.
10). Again," Knowest thou the time when the wild goats of the rock
bring forth 7 or canst thou mark when the hinds do calve 7" It has
a threefold aspect of comfort for those who know the pains of childbirth, the new birth and soul-travail for others.
"Who sent
out the wild ass free 7 or who hath loosed the bands of
the wild ass 7" None but He Who knew the identical spot. where,
"in a pla.ce where two ways met," the ass and her colt would be found
tied, and gave the command, "Loose them and bring them unto Me,"
and none dare withhold!
" Canst thou bind the unicorn
with his band, in the furrow 7 or will he harrow the
valleys after thee 7"
His strength is great but not subservient to mau's will. "Hast thou given the horse strength 7 hast
thou clothed his neck with thunder 1 Canst thou make him afraid as
a grasshopper? the glory of his nostrils is terrible. He paweth in the
valley and rejoiceth in his strength, he goeth on to meet the armed
men. He mocketh at fear and is not affrighted, neither turneth he
back from the sword. The quiver rattleth against him, the glittering
spear and the shield. He saith among the trumpets, Ha, ha, and he
smelleth the battle afar off, the thunder of the captains and the shouting." "The Hand that made him is Divine," and exquisite the tender.ness of that Hand when in time of trouble He condescends to illustrate
its gentle leading thus: "That led them through the deep as an horse

'204

.The Gospel Magaslne.

in the wilderness, that they should not stumble. As a beast goeth down
into the valley, the Spirit of the Lord, caused him to rest; so didst
Thou lead Thy people, to make Thyself a glorious name (Isaiah lxiii.
13, 14). Lastly, the Creator calls our attention to another mighty
work of 'His: "Behold, now, behemoth [elephant or hippopotamus]
which I made with thee, he eateth grass as an ox. His bones are as
strong pieces of brass; his bones are like bars of iron. He is chief
of the ways of God. . He that made him can make His sword approach
unto him." Fear not, child of God, you may sigh and cry for the
abominations iri our land at the present time, when despisers of God's
Word are elevated to posts of influence, spheres in which to spread
their baneful errors,-but here is consolation indeed! He that made
him can make His sword,· the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word
of God, approach unto him; He can convince the subtle critic and
transform him into a humble believer. It may be the God of all grace
may yet employ some feeble instrument like Jael to take the nail
upon which hangs all the glory of His Father's house and all the
vessels of it, even those of small quantity (Isaiah xxii. 23, 24), a.nd
with that. Hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces (Jer. xxiii. 29),
the written Word, so pierce that proud intellect as to lay him low in
the dust of self-abasement at the feet of the Incarnate Word, as was
Saul of Tarsus, not for destruction but for new creation, and for
mightily convincing other sceptics arid High Critics. God grant it
may be so. If not, the two-edged sword will make bare the edge of
judgment. The Word of Truth, now despised, treated· as a myth, contemned and nullified, "the same shall judge him at the last day."
Rejoice and be exceeding glad for this declaration, ye who "con. tinue in prayer" for some whose strength to resist conviction of their
sins and of the Gospel of the grace of God, seems as bones of bra.ss or
bars of iron; it is a small thing with Omnipotence that created to
"make his sword approach unto him." "The Word of God is quick
and powerful" (Heb. iv. 12). "Thine arrows a.re sharp in the heart
of the King's enemies, whereby the people fall under Thee" (Psalm
xlv. 5).
There are seasons in the soul's experience when, "Thou makest
darkness and it is night [both literally a.nd spiritually], wherein all
the beasts of the forest do creep forth. The young lions roar after
their prey, and seek their meat from God." "Your adversary the
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour"
(I Peter v. 8). " The sun ariseth, and they gather themselves together,
and lay them down in their dens" (Psalm civ. 20-22). Thou Sun of
Righteousness, arise upon our souls when it is night, then we shall not
be left a prey for the teeth of the old lion! We could never understand the devouring nature of an invisible spiritual foe but for the
terrible roar and piei'cillg teeth of the king of the forest! "0 Lord,
how manifold are Thy works! in wisdom hast Thou made them all! "
" And cattle after their kind." "All sheep and oxen,". that by these
He might represent to us "the Lamb· of God that taketh away the
sins of the world," and the sheep of His pasture, for whom the Good
Shepherd should lay down His life, imd be the Greaf Shepherd, Who
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makethHisflock to lie down in green pastures, and beside the still
waters of Gospel ordinances, and take care they " shall not want" any
manner of thing that is good; and when the Chief Shepherd shall
appear, all shall become one fold, under one Shepherd ! "FQr Thy
pleasure they are and were created." Infinite Wisdom had a mighty
design in forming sheep! We are constrained to transcribe here some
verses by a friend, " unknown, yet well known," for the benefit of those
in whose hearts they find an echo:" CREATED TO GIVE HIM PLEASURE,"
I sat one day with my thoughts alone,
'Twas for service higher than thou
For a shadow seemed o'er me cast,
hast deem'd,
Through the harp of my spirit an
Thou wert chosen-to give Me
undertone
pleasure!
Of regret and sorrow had passed.
" My heart doth thirst 101' thy love,
It was no new thought, for its chilling
sweet soul,
breath
'fis the treasure I died to win;
Full oft o'er my spirit fell ;
I gave thee My all-to lay less than
And it hid from me, like the sh!todow of
the whole
. deatq,
Of thyself at My fee~ were sin.
The smile that I loved so well.
" Shall 1 tell thee what serv'ce dotlh
The thought was this-That my life
please Me best,
was'vain,
Th" highest a soul-can know?
A useless 'and fruitless thing;
'Tis to let Me fold thee upon My
And I scanned it through, again and
breast.,
again,
'While I whisper sweet and lowFor some gift I could bling my
King.
" Of the love that I bear for thee, Mine
own,
Many labourers I saw in the harvest
Which was proved on Calvary's
field,
tree,
In the burden and heat of the day;
I bore the curse and the shame
And oh!. how I longed that my life Where
alone,
might yield
.
And My he lrt was pierced for Thee.
Some fruit at His feet to lay.
" I haTe nothing, dear Lord, to bring
or to show,
For my service is poor and small ;
Thou~h Thou knowest my heart adores
Thee po,
It would lay at Thy feet its all."

"And when thou dost bring Me
adoring praise,
And lay thy heart at My feet,
The priceless gift.)n My arms I
raiseNo Eervice is halt so sweet."

Then a whisper thrilled through me
soft and low,
And I knew 'twas the Voice Divine:
" Mv chi1<1, dost thou know why I
love thee so ?
And why I have called thee Mine?

My precious Lord, in adoring Ion,
I listen and learn of Thee;
And the shadows melt in the light
above,
As Thy sweet eyes gaze on me.

,I

Dost thou know for what thou 1lG.st
been redeem'd,
And loved heyond thought or
measure!
PortRlOood, Southampton.

And, oh! may I never sorrow a!1'ain
O'er my service weak and small,
When my heart's deep love Thou dost
seek to gain,
And do,t value it most of all.
E~IILY J. A. PEARSON.

To "consider the work of God" in the creation of sheep, for food,
for sacrifice, for diadadic lesson, and in the new creation of the sheep of
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His hand, would fill a volume, and theEe are only suggestive thoughts
to lead, if it may be, to further research. The flock, "Thy beautiful
flock " (Jer. xiii. 20), given in the everlasting Covenant to the Good
Shepherd to purchase with His own blood, to seek out, feed, and
defend, is known by distinctive characteristics j "peculiar" though·
not in the seuse of odd, but like Jacob's to distinguish them from
Laban's ring straked, speckled or spotted. They bear the ring-mark
of Covenant union with their tender Shepherd, Who has made each
one "to pass under the rod, and brought them into the bond of the
Covenant," and they daily "pass under the hands of Him that telleth
them," so that if one of them be gone astray, He goeth after that
which is lost until He find it·! for none of them is finally lost, seeing
that none is able to pluck them out of His Father's hands, or His own!
They are also speckled j so different to that of the world around is
the life they lead, its desires, aims, and end, that men "ta.ke knowledge of them that they have been with Jesus," and learnt of Him
non-conformity to its pleasures, or its worship, its customs and
maxims j this renders them so singular, like a speckled bird, animals
easily observed amongst many j men call them fossils, not up to date!l,n honoured name after all, because "fossils are so firmly embedded
in the Hock they cannot be moved from it," as one has said. They
are spotted too, because they are continually coming to "the blood of
sprinkling," thus they have "the spot of God's children," even "our
enemies themselves being judges j " for with His own precious blood
the Great Shepherd marks His sheep, the blood of the everlasting
Covenant and of the Lamb slain! Jacob appears to have thought his
skilfulness as an under-shepherd produced these distinctive marks in
his flock, but the angel of God, in a dream, assured him that was God's
work!
Oxen were created also for sacrifice, for food, for labour. For burnt
<>ffering, to express the strength of Him Who was "holly a sacrifice to
God for a sweet smelling savour. For peace offerings, to set forth the
perfection of His inward life and outward conduct, vVho is our Peace.
For sin offering, whether of ignorance or knowledge, priest or congregation, ruler or people j all alike need the mighty sacrifice of Him
,on Whom never came yoke, to be made sin for us that we might be
made the righteousness of God in Him j and also the red heifer, Whose
ashes composed the water of separation to be sprinkled on the people,
God's gracious provision for defilement during the wilderness journey.
Divine prescience" prepared" the type when He formed the ox. Oxen
were created for labour also (Psalm cxliv. 14), and thus the Creator
had an eye to those who labour in word and doctrine, who "tread out
the corn," for so the Apostle by inspiration asks concerning the legal
precept of Moses, "Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that
treadeth out the corn. Doth God take, care for oxen1 or saith He it
altogether for our sakes 1 For our sakes, no doubt, this is written: that
he that ploweth should plow in hope j and he that thresheth in hope
should be partaker of his hope". (1 Cor. ix. 9, 10). Memory recalls
here a striking remark made by Mr. Bradbury at the jubilee celebration. of Mr. Garrard's ministry, at which the late Rev. W. L. Rolleston
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was also present. At that time the theory of perfection, as attainable
while in the flesh, was much in vogue, and led him to remark, "While.
we honour the servant of God, who for fifty years has laboured as an
-ox, ploughing the fallow ground, and treading out the corn for his
people, we are not going to say he is perfect. Ask the old lady in
Newtown Street (his wife) about that. But some of you may see this
old ox going astray. What is you duty? To go and tell someone
else and publish it? No, indeed; what saith the law? Take him to
'the Owner of the ox'" (Exodus =iii. 4). Well were it for ministers
and people if the law given by Moses were acted upon in its literal
and in its deeply spiritual signification. Truly" Thy commandment
is exceedingly broad" (Psalm cxix. 96). "After their kind" implies
great variety of species-the sheep and oxen of the East are different·
from those of western countries, yet are they sheep and oxen: no two.
in a flock being perfectly alike, and often the shepherds know them
by their distinctive failings as well as features; so that we should learn
to make aUowance for peculiarities that are due to conditions, and
bear and forbear one another in love. A herd of cattle will be found to
be "also, after their kind," though not after the artificial works of
man, cut to one pattern, stamped with one die, or moulded in one
groove.. All are clean in their feeding upon pure grain or good pasture; they chew the cud, ruminate in the Word; there is separation
in their walk, and this distinguishes them from the unclean beasts;
.and with them are included the roebuck and fallow deer, "the loving
hind and pleasant roe;" the former type of "the hind of the morning," of whose hunting to death Psalm xxii. is full, as its dedication to
.Aijeleth Shahar implies.
.
"And everything that creepeth upon the earth after his kind;"
Many of these are an abomination to us, yet "God saw that it was
good"--:-good in His design to teach us not to burrow in the earth,
.as many creatures do, ""'lest the earth swallow us up also," if we only
" mind earthly things"-to teach us cleanliness, lest the inferior creeping things. multiply upon us, and diligence in our cultivation, lest
.caterpillars and slugs increase and devour o.ur herbage. "Go to the
ant, thou sluggard, consider her ways and be wise, which having no
guide, overseer, or ruler, provideth her meat in the summer and
.gathereth her food in the harveat." Imitate the "exceeding wise"
things alllong those that creep. "The locusts have no king, yet go
·they forth all of them by bands;" therefore, "endeavouring tQ 'keep
·the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace; " and like as "The spider
taketh hold with her hands and is in kings' palaces," so with. the hand
·of faith grasp" the high calling wherewith ye are called," to be the
King's sons and daughters, to dwell with Him hereafter as He dwells
in you now. The Great Architect of the universe carried out the
details of His sublime plan in its minutest parts, "working all things
after the counsel of His own will," so that nothing was lacking or a
mite useless! The worms-.Tob's illustrious relations and ours-(Job
:xvii. H)-inculcate lessons of humility in the contemplation of our
mortality; and how. strikingly the cate.rpillar, transformed into the
lJutterfly, illustrates resurrection-life; as we observe it flitting from
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flower to flower, basking in the sunshine, who would have thought the despised creeping thing should become so glorious in hue, so changed
in condition 1
As we further "consider the work of God" in creeping things, we
wonder and adore. "Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in Thy
sight." " His hand formed the crooked serpent," foreknowing that the
devil would, in the form of the most subtle of beasts. of the field.
deceive Eve, and thus involve Adam and all mankind in the' ruins of
the fall; yet Infinite wisdom, mercy, love, and grace thus prepared a
platform whereon to display all the attributes of Jehovah in perfect
harmony, yet Love transcending all!
So the curse fell upon th~
serpent and it became a creeping thing upon the earth, feeding upon _
its dust!
Some great minds (1) quest ion the personality of Satan, but humble
believers never do, "for we are not ignorant of his de,ices."
The
greatest wonder is that the puny intellect of self-sufficient man dare
arraign the Almighty God at the bar of his insignificant reason; contradict the statements of essential TRUTH; attempt to bring Divine
revelation, the Holy Scriptures, into contempt, and destroy the foundations on which salvation rests! But we know its origin-from the
father of lies, who first insinuated with devilish subtility, "Yea, Hath
God said 1"
Only a mental glance at the animal kingdom, its variety, from the
huge elephant or rhinoceros to - the tiniest animalculre; their marvellous structure and instincts and wondrous adaptation to the sphere
assigned to them by "th~ Former of all things," calls forth our admiration and praise, and affords "strong consolation" for those who.
put their trust in Him, seeing the achievements of the day, when" He
spake, and it was done, He commanded, and it stood fast" (Psalm
xxxiii. 9). What can He not do for the subjects of His grace, heirs
of His glory 1 Therefore we may venture to assertOmnipotent Love can do all that I ask! (Eph. iii. 20) ;
Omnipotent Grace makes His service DO task (1 Cor. ix. 7) ;
Omnipotent Truth is with promise replete (2 Cor. i. 20) ;
Omnipotent Strength in my we~kDess complete! (2 Cor. xii. 9).
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"0 all ye beasts and cattIe, bless ye the LORD; praise Him and
magnify Him for ever."
Leicester.
MARY.
AFFLICTIONS,
when s'lnctified, sink the flesh and raise the
spirit, like floods that wear away the loose earth and better the
firm.
Now, as I cannot believe before I have the Spirit of God the ComfOl'ter, so I cannot have the Spirit of God before I have the Christ of
God, as I cannot have the Christ of God before I have the Father. Yet
• I can neiVer come to this Father who loves me, but through His Son.
and by His Spirit. Oh, blessed be God, for everlasting love to the elect
in His Son Jesus Christ. Oh, this same ancient grace is effiacious

grace.-Bri71e.
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WELL-SPRINGS..

"And Cush begat Nimrod: he began to be a mighty one in the
ea1,th, He was a mighty hnnter befor'e the Lor'd: wheref01"e it is
said, Even as Nimr'od the mighty hunter before the Lord. And the
beginning of his kingdom lIJas Babel."-GBNEsls x. 8-10.
YET another lesson has been taught in Christ's school by our Divine
Instructor, Who ever evinces Himself the patient Teacher, giving
"line upon line; and precept upon precept, here a little and there a
little," to His" little children," who daily prove their ignorance, folly,
and shortsightedness.
.
Some precious manna had been gathered from this first book of
the Bible in the daily readings until by consecutive order the tenth
chapter was reached, and as appearing full of genealogical names was
about to be passed over! Oh, dear readers, let us pause here to say
how often hitherto have we proved the Presence or. the Great Author
of the Book in such like experiences and been thus driven to confess
our sin with confusion of face, and sorrow of heart for our ca,relesBness. "All Scripture," He declares, "is given by inspiration of
God and is profitable." Not only every sentence, but every word, jot
and tittle, and, as dear .Mr.. Ormiston remarked re~ently, "even the
silences of Scripture ·are inspire~. Therefore we do well to take
heed unto them." Hence let us take heed unto the Divine command, .
"Thou shalt not add mito the Word which I command you, neither
shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye may keep. the commandments
of the Lord your God which I command you."
Let us ever remember that it is the office of the Holy Ghost, Who
inspired the Book, to alone interpret it. Let us come to it in the
spirit of little children waiting to be taught, and in silence hearken for
His voice speaking to us through its sacred pages.
"The Bible," wrote the sainted Benidge, "is the precious storehouse and magna charta of the Christian. Therein he, reads of his
Heavenly Father's love, and of his dying Saviour's legacies; there he
sees a map of his travels through the wilderness, and a landscape, also,
of Canaan. And when he climbs, too, on Pisgah's top and views the
promised land,' his heart begins to burn, delighted with the blesseq
prospect, and amazed at the rich and free salvation. But a mere
professor looks on the Bible as a dull· book, and peruses it with such
indifference as you would read the title-deeds belonging to another
man's estate."
.
Hence, under the Divine Spirit's influence, convincing and confirming power, we ha,e such like instances of one dear child of God giving
thanks for the spe-eification of names in the long genealogies; whilst
a titled lady blesses her God that He did not omit the letter "M" in
1 Corinthians i. 26. And another who had been living in expectancy
of the Lord's return, on a death-bed was found blessing Him that He
had written; "These all died."
It was thus the Lord graciously forgave the spirit of' indifferenee
in the writer who approached this table of genealogy, and instead of
being permitted to pass it over was arrested by the verses quoted at
p
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the heading of this paper, and made to glean and beat out some
preciou.s and profitable grain, and prove at the same time how there
i~ forgiveness with the God, Who is ready to pardon and ever at hand
to bless and teach unto edification. How truly we prove "None
teacheth like Him!" Of the three sons of Noah who came with
him out of the ark,' Ham possessed the land from Syria unto the
1110untains of Amana and Lebanon, and his son Cush became prince
of the Ethiopians, according to Josephus.
.
"And Cush begat Nimrod." The name is terribly significant of
his subsequent history, for Nimrod means a rebel-an apostate I
'~And he began to be a mighty one in the earth." This book of
Genesis is the Book of generations-beginnings. "In the beginning
God." "This is the book of the generations."
Oh! how well do His children love God's beginnings! What a
contrast are they to man's! With man, his beginnings result in sin,
failure, and death. But with God, His beginnings, which have no
end, are all success, perfection of knowledege and plan, and unto
eternal life!
Nimrod-rebel; apostate. "The beginning of his kingdom was
Babel-i.e., Babylon." "A mighty hunter before the Lord!" Who'
is that puny man who is lifted up in the pride of his heart to appear
" mighty" before the eyes of his Creator, the Lord of the whole
Oh! to be kept little in our own eyes, humbled on
universe 1
account of sin in us, dependant upon Another's strength, and of none
account in and of ourselves to do anything. acceptable to God! "A
mighty hunter before the Lord." Alas! The slaying of the first
beast was on account of sin in our first parents, when Adam and
Eve knew that they were naked, " and unto Adam and to his wife did
the Lord pod make coats of skins and clothed them," and thus setting
forth redemption's vicarious sacrifice. But there are· two solemn
passages in the prophets to which we turn for a moment. In
Jeremiah xvi. 16, we read: "Behold, I will send for many fishers,
saith the Lord, and they shall fish them; and after will I send for
many hunters, and they shall hunt them from every mountain and
from every hill and out of the holes of the rocks." This has reference
to Jehovah's judgment and recompense of Judah's idolatry and sin;
whilst in Micah vii. 2, the Church is seen in her small, persecuted
and unesteemed estate, complaining how "the good man is perished
out of the earth, and there is none upright among men; they all lie
in wait for blood; they hunt every, man his brother with a net.'"
And again, in Obadiah 6 and 7, "How are the things of Esau searched.
out I how are his hidden things sought up! All the men of thy confederacy have brought thee even to the border: the men that were at
peace with thee have deceived thee, and prevailed against thee; they
that eat thy bread have laid a wound under thee; there is none
understanding in him." Thus is sin in rampancy, and Nimrod-i.e.,
Baht's kingdom---:-warring aga.inst the Most High God. Babylon was
the great persecutor of God's ancient people. Its founder, Nimrod•.
"began to be a mighty hunter before the Lord;" great in his own
eyes: "The beginning of his kingdom was Babel;" to perpetuate
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which, about 129 years afterwards (mark the giant strides and st~ength
of sin), his descendants" said one to another, Go to, let us make brick
and burn them thoroughly. And they had brick for stone and slime
had they for mortar." (All to make their work the more lasting if
they could.) "And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a.
tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name,.
lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the earth." How striking;
and full of irony is the verse following :--" And the Lord came down.
to see the city and the tower which the children of men had builded."
How insignificant that tower must have been In the eyes of Him
Whose every work is " great," and from Whom is hid nothing, that He
should come down to see it! And yet these builders had said, "Let
us build us a city and tower whose top may reach unto heaven"!
" And the Lord said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all one
language: and this they begin to do; and now nothing will be restrained from them which they have imagined to do." (" The)thoughts
and imaginations of man's heart are only evil continually.") "Go to,
let Us go down, a.nd there confound their language, that they may
not understand one another's speech. So the Lord scattered them
abroad from thence, upon the face of all the earth; and they left off
to build the city. Therefore is the name of it called Babel: because
the Lord did there confound the language of tile earth." Babel, that
is, confusion! Confusion upon apostasy, rebellion, scattered by the
breath of His nostrils! Such was Babylon literal. And see in Revelation xvii. 5, Babylon's mystical fulfilment of God's judgments upon
her. "And UPOll her forehead was a name written, Mystery, Babylon
the Great, the Mother of Harlots and abominations or the earth."
"Drunken with the blood of the saints and with the blood of the
martyrs of Jesus was she seen! "A mighty hunter" indeed! "For her
sins have reached" [where her man-built tower never did] "unto
heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities. Reward her even aEl
~he rewarded you, and double unto her double according to her works;
in the cup which she hath filled, fill to her double." . . . . . She shalli
be utterly burned with fire; for strong is the Lord God Who judgeth,
her. . . . . . . Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy apostles an·d'.
prophets, for God hatJl avenged you on her. And a mighty angel took
up a tone like a great millstone, and cast it into the sea saying,.
Thus with violence shall that great city Babylon be thrown down
and they shall be found no more at all."
Beloved reader, may' you with the writer, under the help and!
guidance of the Holy Spirit, Who teacheth to profit, have gained and1
gleaned some searching and wholesome lessons from the above con··
sideration. May we ever seek to be kept" little in our own eyes":"-'
to be humble subservient, little children relying upon our Father
God. To be kept from seeking any begimlings of and in our own
strength to " cast our deadly doings down," remembering that" doing
ends in death," as dear Hart puts it. May we have the eye fixed!
upon Jesus and His perfected work; in all our ways acknowledgiDgHim, and resting assured that "He Who hath begun the
good work will perform it unto the day of Jesus Christ."
May we'
p
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cease from our own work, as God did, and enter into rest upon wha.t
He has "finished," and desire to have nothing apart from Him, or
upon which we could not seek His aid or blessing. Let us gather this
thought for future acting and service. Man's (as Nimrod's) beginning,
apart from God, is sinful, rebellious and apostatizing, brings confusion and ends in jUdgment and death. Whilst God's beginnings are
but the commencement of that which is perfect, right and good, and
have no end but a consummation in the eternal glory of Him. " He
which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of
R.
Jesus Christ."
THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST,

IN

HIS SUFFERINGS.

"He is altogethe?' lovely."-SOLOMON'S

" The sufferings of Christ."-l

SONG

PETER

v. 16.

i. 11.

To rightly view the loveliness of Christ's Sufferings we must see something of the loveliness of His Person. Now, the Lord Jesus ChJ:ist is
the Second Person of the adorable Trinity-Father, Son and Holy
Ghost. It is a truth that God is One; it is not less a truth that God '
is Three. The God-head must not be divided, the Persons must not
be confounded. The Tri-unity of Jehovah is to be apprehended by
faith, though it cannot be comprehended by reason. The purpose of
the Covenant of Grace was that the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the
Father's love, should suffer, bleed and die for the Church; but abstract
Deity can neither suffer, bleed nor die. It was therefore necessary
that He (the Son of God) should take into union with His Divine
nature another nature capable of suffering. This He did, when, becoming incarnate, He took into eterna.l union with His Deity a true
human soul and body. .As the God-Man-not the Man-God-the Lord
Jesus came forth to do His Father's Will in enduring those sufferings,
on which we desire to meditate at this time. The Lord Jesus suffered
His whole human nature. His holy Body was scourged, cruelly
treated, crucified and slain. But, if the pangs of His body were great,
the pangs of His mind were greater. His holy "Soul was made an
offering for sin." He was distressed by the reproaches of man. His
soul was tormented with the temptations of Satan; and how deeply
He was grieved by the unbelief and forsakings of His disciples! The
sorrows of His soul culminated on the Cross in the hidings of His
Father's face.
These sufferings of the Lord Jesus form the great subject of Holy
Scripture. The first Promise points to a suffering Saviour with the
"bruised heel;" the Sacrifices set forth His sufferings in type·, some
<of the Psalms describe, most vividly the feelings of His human nature
under suffering. The principal object of Prophecy is to fore,tel them.
The Gospels record them. The Epistles explain them; and finally in
the Revelation we behold a once-suffering Saviour exalted on the
Throne, " a Lamb as it had been slain."
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The Sufferings of the Lord Jesus were-Appointed-VoluntaryNecessary-Great-Vicarious, and-Meritorious.
1.

ApPOINTED.

There was no chance or haphazard in any part of the work of Redemption. The sufferings of Christ were ordained "from before the
foundation of the world" a.s the means of salvation.
"With His
stripes we are healed." The number and severity of His wounds and
sorrows were sufficient to secure our healing. The will of the Father
and the purpose of grace were accomplished in the Man of Sorrows.
So with those privileged to have fellowship with Him:
" Our sorrows in the scale He weighs,
And measures out our pains."

But His SUfferings were also:
2. VOLUNTARY.
The Lord Jesus Christ willingly took upon Him our nature and endured the Cross, in order that He might sympathize with and save His
people. Two things, however, which have a close connection with the
voluntary Iliature of His sufferings must be noted: First, His sufferings
were Real, not imaginary; whereas no inconsiderable portion of our
trouble is purely imaginary. Secondly: We bring many of our sorrows
upon ourselves through our own faultiness, but, it was not so with
Him. The bearing which these facts have upon the experience of our
fellowship with Him in suffering is obvious. Further, His s'ufferings
were:
3. NECESSARY.

They were necessary to atone for sin. Sin entails suffering.
By
suffering alone can sin be removed. The suffering of a Man is insufficient, He must be God. The sufferings necessary to put away sin
were only to be endured by the God-Man.
Justice demands (and
exacts) Death as the penalty of Sin. The Lord Jesus must necessarily
die to satisfy the demand of Justice on behalf of His people. Then,
there is the fact that they are sufferers, and "it behoved Him to be
made like unto His brethren." His sufferings were also necessary, that
He might" be a sympathizing High Priest, able to feel with (as well
as for) His sorrowing saints." Moreover, the sufferings of Christ were
necessary to fulfil Scripture. Whatever it might cost the dear Saviour
He suffered all, the .Word of God declared, in order that "The Scrip,
ture might be fulfilled." Again, His sufferings were:
4.

GREAT.

In His utmost extremity He refused the drugged cup that' would
have mitigated His pain, resolved to suffer every pang. It is a worthy
saying of good men of old that: "So far as we went in sinning, the
Saviour went in suffering."
" Of Those sufferings so intense,1
Angels hIl.ve no perfect sense."
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They were great beyond imagination in the wilderness of the
'Temptation, all thl'ough His life, in Gethsemane's Garden, and on the
Cross. These great sUffcrings of Jesus were also:
5.

VICARIOUS.

He suffered as the sinner's Substitute, in his room and stead; and
thus, as viewed in Christ, the sinner suffered (in his Surety) all the
penalty. If I paid the price of redemption IN HIM, His sufferings
being reckoned to me"Payment God cannot twice demand,
First· at my bleeding Surety's hand,
And then again at mine" !

.Justice is satisfied, and the sinner's justification is secured.
The
vicarious sufferings of the Lord Jesus released us from the claim of
the Law, and the punishment due to sin, because they were:
6.

MERITORIOUS.

The Dignity of the Sufferer imparted its value to His sufferings.
'The work of either nature i;; attributable to the whole Person. It was
-God Who suffered, bled and died on Calvary. If His Humanity was
t'he actual Sacrifice, His Divinity was the Altar "hich sanctified the
.offering. But, the Divine and Human nature;; are in the inseparable
unity of the One Person, " our God a.nd Saviour Jesus Christ." In this
,glorious truth consist the loveliness.of His sufferings.
E. C.
Bath.
SWEET MORSELS.
'GOD in Christ is the Covenant God of His dear people. He is their
"God, their tender, loving, and most condescending Father. They may
110se for a while the sight and enjoyment of this blessed Truth, but
..his contravenes it not; it still remains the same-precious, glorious,
and unchangeable. Nothing can rob them of it. In the tempest let
,it be the anchorage of your faith, and in darkness the pole-star of
your hope. Let every circumstance-the prosperity that ensnares and
the adversity that depresses, the temptation that assails, and the
'slight that wounds, endear to your soul this precious thought-God
reconciled; God at peace, God a Father in Christ, is my God for ever
:and ever, and He will be my Guide even unto death.-O. Winslow.!

" I WILL never turn away from them to do them good." Oh, how
sweet the consolation, when we are enabled to look through dark,
yea; the darkest dispensations, and to hear a smiling God, sweetly
assllljng us, "It is I, be not afraid": though My way is often
. in the sea, My rath in the great waters, and My footsteps are
not known; though I often for a season hide Myself, yet I am
the God of Israel, the Saviour: "What I do thou knowest not
now, but thou shalt know hereafter."- Watts Wilkinson.
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PASTORAL NOTES.
A BEAUTIFUL CHARACTER.
"jlfy covenant was with him for life and peace: and I pave them to
-him for the fea1' wherewith he fea1'ed Me, a1ul was afmid before My
name.
The law of t1'uth was in his mouth, and iniquity tlJas not
found in his lips: he walked with Jfe in peace and equity, and did
ttwn l1U.my away jrom iniquity."-:M:ALAcHI ii. 5, 6.

, :

WHAT a beautiful description of a beautiful character! It is given
by the Lord Jehovah Himself of His servant Levi. It says :-l.-That
he "feared the Lord," and" was afraid before His name." He feared
Him with that fear which is "the begimling" or "prinl,lipal part"
of true and heavenly wisdom. 2.-" The la,w of truth was in his
mouth." His words were always truthful words, and therefore
thorougWy to be trusted j or, if by the expression "law of truth" is
meant God's Word, which seems to be likely from verse 7, where we
read, "For the priest's lips should keep knowledge, a.nd they should
seek,the law at his mouth," Levi, it appears, loved the Word of God,
and took every seasonable opportunity of speaking about it and teaching it to others. 3.--" Iniquity was not found in his lips." He was
very careful in speaking, and never uttered anything which could be
offensive to God or hurtful to his fellow-men. 4.-" He walked with
Me in peace and equity." He walked with God, as Enoch did j and
he must have been of one mind with Him, for "how shall two walk
together unless they be agreed 7" And, 5.-" He turned many away
His holy walk and conversation, and the good
from iniquity."
example which he set, had a great effect, and Illany persons were led
thereby to leave the paths of sin and to walk in the paths of
righteousness.
It was stated recently in the newspapers, with reference to a
gallant effort which was made to rescue ,a person froIll drowning,
that the gallant rescuer had been the means, at different times, of
saving no less than sixteen human lives. What a happy thing to be
the means of accomplishing such a noble work! But happier still to
be the means of saving precious souls for eternity I-rescuing souIB
from eternal death, and thus" covering a multitude of sins."
Such was evidently Levi's case j and as a reward, the Lord made a
special covenant with him, a "covenant of life and peace;" a covenant something like that which He made with David, and which David
,described as being "all his salvation and all his desire." "I gave
them tD him," the Lord said, "for the fear wherewith he feared Me,
and was afraid before My name."
Here is a striking example for every Christian pastor. If a pastor
would please the Lord, be made very useful, and be a participant in
a similar covenant, he cannot do better than seek, by Divine grace,
to imitate Levi's example, and to walk in his steps., Bunyan, in his
immortal allegorJ', uses part of this account of Levi in his description
of a Christian pastor. He represents his pilgrim as being shown by
.the Interpreter a "pict~re of a very grave person hanging up against
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the wall; and this was the fashion of it :-It had eyes lifted up to
heaven, the best of books in his hand, the law of truth was written
upon his lips, and the world was behind his back. It stood as if it
'pleaded with men, and a crown of gold did hang over his head." And
the Interpreter thus explained the picture :-" The man whose picture this is, is one of a thousand. . . . . ''Vhereas thou seest him
with his eyes lift up to heaven, the best of books in his hand, and
the law of truth wnt on his lips, it is to show thee that his work is
to know and unfold dark things to sinners; even as also thou seest
him stand as if he pleaded with men; and whereas thou soost the
world as cast behind him, and that a crown hangs over his head, that
is to show thee that slighting and despising the things that are
present, for the love that he hath to his Master's service, he is sure
in the world that comes next to have glory for his reward." Oh that
this were a correct description of every pastor!
And may not Levi's example be similarly an example for every
believed Are not believers members of a "royal priesthood," and
are they not thus "messengers of the Lord of hosts ~ " May not the
people then, in a measure, "seek ihe law at their mouths," and look
to them to show them how they ought to live so as to please and
glorify God 'I Happy those who act up to this high ideal; their
reward will be great, and their influence far-reaching.
But is it not strange that this ll'oble record is given of Levi ~ We
should not have been at all surprised if it had been given of Joseph,
whose whole life seems t.(y have 'been such a noble and consistent one;
but that it should be given of Levi, whose character, so far as it is
mentioned in the Book of Genesis, was so totally different, is passing
strange, Hence commentaWrs 'have assumed that the words must
refer to Levi's tribe, or 'to one of his descendants, and not to himself.
But this is an unsatisfactory assumption, The Lord expressly states
that He speaks of Levi, not of his tribe, or of his descendants.
Now we know that on a solemn and ever-memorable day when
'Jacob on his death-bed summoned all his sons into his presence to
give them his parting messages and blessing, Levi was severely reprimanded, and received a curse rather than a blessing.
J acob
said :-" Simeon and Levi are brethren; instruments of cruelty are
, in their habitations. 0 my soul, come not thou into their secret;
unto their assembly, mine honour,. be not thou united. . . . . . Cursed
be their anger, for it was fierce; and their wrath, for it was cruel."
How then was it that Levi's tribe was chosen to the high and holy
duty of ministering in the Lord's sanctuary, and that he was so
highly commended in the words before us ~
The explanation seems to me to be this-that Levi became an
altered man after his father's death. If ev€r there was an occasion
likely to make a deep impression upon a man, it was the occasion t()
which we have just referred. Can we not partly imagine it ~ Ca.n
we not imagine the aged and venerable patriarch, with the hues of
death upon his features, propped up with pillows on his bed, looking
around to see that all his sons were there, and recognising them one
.by one; his sands of life evidently swiftly running out, and onlyI'
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few more brief minutes to live, but summoning up all his remaining
strength to give his parting messages. The brothers, with J oseph,
the great ruler of Egypt, all standing or kneeling around, and listening
with keenest attention and breathless interest to every word which
fell from those dying lips, especially when their own names were
severally mentioned, and they knew that the message to each was
prophetic and sanctioned by Divine authority. How well remembered
would those messages be! And then the final touching episode, when
the last message had been given, and the last instruction expressed
suddenly the aged lips ceased to move, the voice was still, and the
sons realised that the spirit of their father had gone to God who gave
it. We can imagine Levi to have been deeply moved by this memorable scene. We can imagine him saying to himself-" My father
blessed my brothers, but he did not bless me or Simeon; he rather
cursed us than blessed us, and we deserve it. I have been 'foolishly
led by my !'llder brother Siineon, and I have followed him to my hurt;
he and I have engaged together in different kinds of wickedness; but
I will do so no longer. With God's help, I will be a different man;
I will walk in my father's footsteps, and serve the Lord as he did."
By Divine grace, we imagine that he carried out thi8 resolve" he
amended his life, he served the Lord with a perfect heart, and his
influence extended to his children. There does not appear to have
been any such change in Simeon; he seems to have gone on unmoved
in his old course; the one was taken, as it were, and the other was
left. And in each case, the children imitated and followed their
parents, the children of Simeon going on in the ways of sin and folly,
and the children of Levi serving and fearing the Lord.
.
In confirmation of this explanation it is remarkable to observe that
when Moses blessed the tribes of Israel at the close of his life (as
mentioned in the 33id chapter of Deuteronomy), he made no mention
whatever of the tribe of Simeon, but he highly praised the tribe of
Levi. He said of the latter tribe :-" Let thy Thummim and thy
Urim be with thy Holy One," etc. . . . "Bless, Lord, his subdance, and accept the work of his hands: smite through the loins
of them that rise against him, and of them that hate him, that they
rise not again."
Hence it was then, we imagine, that this record was given of Levi.
Hence it was that his tribe was chosen to minister to the Lord as
priests and attendants at the sanctuary. And hence it was thatfollowing his good example-some of his descendants behaved so
nobly; e.g., on the occasion of Israel's great sin, and worship of a
golden calf; when Moses stood in the gate of the camp (Exodus xxxii.
26), and said, "Who is on the Lord's side 1 let him come unto me;"
aUthe sons of Levi gathered themselves together unto him; and when
he commanded them to arm themselves and inflict severe punishment
upon the transgressors, they instantly obeyed. Upon a similar occasion also, when a large number of the people had grievously sinned.
Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, a descendant of Levi, boldly punished
some of the transgressors, aild the Lord said of him, "Phinehas hath
turned My wrath away from the children of Israel, in that he was
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-zealous for My sake among them, that I consumed not the children
of Israel in My jealousy. Wherefore say, Behold, I give unto him
My covenant of peace: and he shall have it, and his seed a,fter him,
even· the covenant of an everla,sting priesthood; because he was
zealous for his God, and made an atonement for the children of
Israel." This may have been a -renewal of the covenant which was
made with Levi, even as the covenant which the Lord made with
Abraham was renewed to Isaac and to Jacob (Gen. xxvi. 3-5; and
xxxv. 11, 12).
If this supposition be correct, what a striking illustration it gives
'us of the fact that we never need despair of apparently hopeless
spiritual cases. No case is too hard for the grace of God to influence.
Many godly parents have passed away, like good old J acob, without
any evidence of a change in some poor prodigal son or daughter, an.d
it has seemed to them a,s if their teaching and example, their prayers
and -tears on beha,lf of such an one have been all in vain. But it has
not been really so; some of the good seed sown has aft€rwards sprung
up and brought forth fruit, and perha-ps the parent's death has been
the destined means of producing the happy result.
An aged minister of Christ had several sons, all of "hom became
preachers of the Gospel except one. This one lived a life of dissipation for ma,ny years. All the good influences brought to bear upon
him appeared to be utterly in vain. But the good father's faith
failed not. He fully believed that his efforts and prayers would not
be thrown away; and so- he trusted that through God's mercy his
·wicked son,' having been trained up in the wa,y he should go, would
in his old age be brought back into it. In this faith the aged father
pa,ssed away. Five years afterwards, this son of many prayers was
-brought to the feet of Jesus.
Wha,t case could apparently have been more hopeless tllll,n that of
John Newton, the hardened profligate and blasphemer? Yet the
grace of God worked wonders with him. Similarly, who that knew
William Paley-a,fterwa,rds the celebrated Archdeacon-in his ea-rly
college da,ys, when he wasted his time in utter idleness and sin, and
spent night as well as day in rioting and frivolity, would have prophesied that he would suddenly become- completely changed in
character, and be known as one of the most diligent students of his
time, and the author of some of the most useful works ever published
in our language-works for which tens of thousands of persons have
had reason to be truly thankful1 Yet such was his case. And very
simple was the means used to effect that great change. Early one
lovely summer's morning, as Paley was returning to his rooms after
-a night's debauch, a friend met him on his staircase, and looking at
him sadly, said "Paley, you are wasting your life." The words were
very few -and simple, but by the grace of God they made a deep impression upon Paley's heart. He said to himself, "Yes, it is perfectly true, I am wasting my life; but, please God, I will do so no
longer;" and, in earnest repentance, he sought for Divine- aid to
enable him to begin a new course, and he did not seek in vain.
And may we not also be forcibly reminded of the influence of

.The Gospel Magazine.

219

·parents upon their children 1 If o·ur supposition be correct, the in·:fluence which Levi, in his changed condition, had upon his children
was probably very great. It might probably have been said of him,
;as the Lord said of Abraham, "I know him, that he will command
·Jlis children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way
{)f the Lord, to do justice and judgment." A distinguished metaphysician stated that "of an the men passing through life, nine .out
oDf ten are what they are, virtuous or vicious, religious or irreligious,
according to their education during the period of childhood and
.y<tuth." A prison chaplain stated that, according to his experience,
"The last thing forgotten in all the recklessness of dissolute profligacy, is the prayer or hymn taught by a mother's lips, or uttered
at a father's knee; and where there seems to have been any pains
bestowed even by one parent to train up a child aright, there is in
:general more than ordinary ground for hope."
The cares of bringing up a family are many and weighty, and the
responsibility which rests upon parents is exceedingly great. It has
been said, "How many hopes and fears, how many ardent wishes"
how many anxious apprehensions, are twisted together in the threads
that cop.nect the parent with the child!"
Addressing parents,
Doctor Payson said :--" What if God should place in your hand a
diamond, and tell you to inscribe on it a sentence, which should be
read at the last day, and shown there as an index of your own thoughts
and feelings 1 What care, what caution would you exercise in the
selection! Now, this is what God has done. He has placed before
you the immortal minds of your children, more imperishable than
the diamond, on which you are about to inscribe every day and every
hour, by your instructions, by your spirit, or by your example, some-.
thing which will remain, and be exhibited for or against you at the
judgment day."
No doubt parents frequently make serious mistakes in bringing
up their children; in some cases they treat them too severely, and in
others too indulgently; and it is to be feared that even sometimes
in the case of truly Christian parents, whilst they give their children
sound instruction, they are not always careful to see that their own
conduct is consistent with that instruction. Children are keen observers, and where they see that this is the case, the instruction loses
much of its effect. But when parents are careful and wise, when
they realise their great responsibility, and earnestly and diligently
seek for Divine aid and grace to act up to it; when they endeavour,
with all their power, to do their duty towards their children, to bring
them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, to teach and instruct them in the way that they should go, and set before them a
really good example, they may be perfectly sure that their labour
will not be in vain in the Lord, but that it will bring forth much good
fruit. And oh the joy-the unutterably delightful joy-of parents
and children meeting a,round the throne of God, safe and happy for
ever, and the parents perhaps hearing their children say, "Father,
·mother, you were instrumentally the means of bringing us here.
You showed us the path of eternal life, and helped us to walk in it.
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You set us a bright and beautiful example, and by the grace of God
we were enabled to imitate it. Your instruction, your solicitude, your
prayers, your tOOl'S were not in vain. We shall praise the Lord for
ever- for permitting. us to have been your children."
Oh happy
reward! 0 blessed recompense!
May they be granted to every
parent who reads these lines!
. Ratford Rectory, Faringdon.
D. A. DOUDNEY.

"YE ARE COMPLETE IN HIM."
COMPLETE in Jesus! precious, precious word!
Transformed into the image of my Lord;
Once a poor rebel lost in guilt and sin,
But now, through sovereign grace, "Complete in Him."
Oh, thou destroyer, I,can smile at thee,
No power of thine can ever conquer me;
"Complete in Jesus," I shall firmly stand,
Nor death, nor hell, can pluck me from His hand.
"Complete in Jesus," oh, how aweet the thought!
Surely I do not prize it as I ought;
'Tis matchless grace, 'tis love unsearchable;
His worth and preciousness no tongue can tell.
Dear Saviour, what am I? Thou couldst not see
One spark of love or gratitude in me;
Why was I chosen, called, and justified,
And made a member of the Church, Thy Bride?
Ah! my heart melts, my eyes with tears o'erflow,
Grace is the answer, nothing else will do;
Grace, matchless grace, unmerited and freeDear, precious Lord, I am "Complete in Thee."
When trials and temptations round me rise,
And seem to hide my Saviour from my eyes,
Still I can rest on that unchanging word,
"Complete in Christ," my ever·living Lord.
A little while and this poor soul of mine
Shall on Thy bosom, dearest Lord, recline;
No longer by my sins to cause Thee pain,
Nor ever wander from Thy side again ;
But in those mansions kept for me abovp"
Those mansions of eternal joy and love,
Far from Wmptation, from all sorrow free,
I shall for ever rest, "Complete in Thee."

EVERY believer is a soldier; yes, and every believer is a sentinel
as well as a soldier. This is a peculiarity in the Christian warfare.
Every soldier must be engaged in watching as well as in fighting.
-Rev. W. HOUJels.

"CHARLOTTE ELIZABETH."
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THE PORTRAIT.-" CHARLOTTE ELIZABETH."

\

CHARLOTTE ELIZABETH TONKA, the subject of our portrait sketch, a
higWy-gifted miscellaneous writer, several of whose literary productions
are justly honoured among our Christian classics, was a daughter of
the Rev. Michael Browne, Rector of St. Giles's, Norwich, and Minor
Canon 6f the Cathedral in that city. She was born on the 1st of
October, 1790. In early life, she married a Captain Phelan, of the
60th Regiment, and spent two years with him in Nova Scotia, where
lay his military duties. They then returned to Ireland, where Captain
Phelan owned a small estate, at Kilkenny. The marriage, however,
was not a happy one, owing, in great measure, to the captain's violent
temper and conduct. A separation consequently took place, and if we
mistake not, the reason of the unhappy gentleman ultimately gave way.
Mrs. Phelan afterwards resided with her brother, Captain Browne,
at Clifton, where she made the congenial acquaintance of Hannah
More. Later on, she removed to Sandhurst, and then to London. In
1837, Captain Phelan died, in Dublin, and four years later his widow
married Lewis Hippolytl1s Joseph Tonna, assistant director of the
United Service Institution. The union was a very happy one, Mr.
Tonna, a truly Christian character, being a man of literary tastes, and,
indeed, an author of some note.
'Yhile in Ireland, in former years, Mrs. Tonna had begun to write,
mainly with the kind object of assisting the education of her brother's
children. Her earliest productions were Christian tracts, which were
published by different religious societies. Her very decided and enlightened Protestant convictions were attractively and eloquently reflected in the' pr04uctions of her pen, and the wide variety of subjects
treated upon brought her works before all sections of the reading
public.
'We may here quote a higWy appreciative notice of this
talented Christian writer which appeared, on the occasion of her
decease, in the "'Gentleman's Magazine" for 1846 :-" Her efforts were
mainly directed to the support of the truths of the Gospel, and particularly in combating with the Church of Rome. She esteemed it a
high honour and rich blessing that some of her works accidentally
attained a place in the ' Index Expurgatorius.' They had been taken
into Italy by a lady and her daughter, and translated by them into
Italian. One of them, 'The Simple Flower,' a sixpenny book, thus
translated, faIling into the hands of an Italian physician, a man of
highly cultivated mind, was the means of his conversion from nominal
Romanism and actual infidelity, though it contained not a word on
()ontroversy, nor any allusion to Popery. This event led tQ the increased circulation of the series in the country, and it was denounced
by the Archbishop of Siena, and all the writings of the author were
prohibited."
In 1837 she published an admirable abridgment of "Foxe's Book of
Martyrs," in two volumes, octavo.
She edited the "Protestant
Manual" (1840), the" Lady's Magazine" (1836), and" The Protestant
Magazine" from 1841 until her death, in 1846. She possessed the inspiration and genius of a poet. Two of her poems-cc The Maiden
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City," and "No Surrender "-were written specially for the Orangecause, and are exceedingly spirited and popular. The writer of an
article on Mrs. Tonna in the" Dictionary of National Biography"
says of these poetical compositions: "They are quite the best Orang~
songs that have been written." The same authority attributes not
fewer than tllirty literary works-some extending to severat
volumes-to her versatile genius. In the days of her unconversion
it had been one of her dominant ideas to become a writer of fiction.
Her powerful imagination, and her remarkable acquaintance with
human history, combined with vivacious and realistic powers of description, seemed to justify this conception of a career. But the God.
Cf her destiny had prepared for her " better things, and things which
accompany salvation." During her painful experiences while resident
in Ireland she was brought under deep convictions of sin. She herself traces with touching particularity the dealings of the Holy Spirit
in her heart in her volume, "Personal Reminiscences "-published, if
we do not mistake, about five years before her death. The powerful
application to her conscience of the perfect Law of God led her to·
the atoning blood of the Lamb, and the absolute freeness of the grace
of God became the joy and rejoicing of her soul. The earliest outburst of her spiritual gladness when faith came to rely on the realities of
a personal redemption through the Lord Jesus Christ she thus describes :-" I had found Him of VI hom Moses, in the Law, and theProphets, did write; I had found the very Paschal Lamb, Whose' blood
would be my safeguard from the destroying angel. Oh, how delicious
was that particular thought to me! It was one of the first that
occurred, and I laughed with gladness. Indeed my feeling was very
joyous, and I only wanted someone to tell it to. I had two servants~
one a young woman, the other a little girl, both Papists, both loving
me with Irish warmth. They were delighted to see me so well and
happy on a sudden [she had found peace with God during an illness.En.], and in the evening I bade them come into my room, for I was.
going to read a beautiful book, and would read it aloud. I began the
Gospel of Matthew, and read nine chapt81's to them, their wonder and
delight increasing my joy. Whenever I proposed lea,ving off, they
begged for more; and only for my poor throat I think we should have.
gone on till day. I prayed with them, and what a night's rest I had l
Sleep so sweet, a waking so happy, and a joy so vnclouded through
the day, what but the Gospel could bestow 1 Few, very few, have been
so privileged as I was, to be left alone with the infallible teaching of
God the Holy Ghost, by mea:ns of the Written Word, for many weeks,
and so to get a tJlorough knowledge of the great doctrines of salvation,
llnclouded by man's vain wisdom. I knew not that there was anyone
who had made the same discovery as myself. Of all schemes of doctrine I was wholly ignorant, and the only system of theology open to.
me was God's own. All the faculties of my mind were roused and'
brightened for the work. I prayed, without ceasing, without cavilling,.
what 'was vouchsafed." She was then led to search the Scriptures
with increasing diligence, proving all things, and holding fast only
that which she found to be divinely good. "The only serious diffi-
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culty," she goes on to say, "that I met was' in trying to receive the
doctrine of Election. I read the Seventeenth Article, where I, at least,
found it most pa.lpably insisted on; and I remembered having, in my
childhood, heard many hot disputes 011 that subject. My grandmother
held it, but she was nearly alone in her opinion; and I was accustomed
to hear it very much denounced, which no doubt left a prejudice on my
mind. I resolved to search it out diligently: but wishing first to be
thoroughly grounded in the vital points of the co-equality of the three
Persons in the Godhead, I read the Book of the Acts with an express
view to the latter. In so doing, I became fully and undesignedly convinced on that of Election as held by those called Calvinistic divines,
not one of whom, to my knowledge, had I ever met with. After this, I
traced it in every part of the Scriptures, running like a golden thread
through the whole Bible. I have been closely pressed by its opponents
on more than one occasion, and urged to read treatises on the subject;
but, pro and con, no treatises have I read; man can tell me no more
than that God has clearly re,ealed it, therefore man cannot strengthen
a belief founded on the sure Word of God; or if he tells me it is not
revealed, I know it is; because I have found it so, and relinquish it I
never can. Whether it be regarded as presumptuous or not, I must
thankfully avow that during the weeks when I was left alone with my
Bible, I obta.ined a view of the whole scheme of redemption, and God's
dealings with man, which to this hour I have never found reason to
alter in anyone respect, save as greater light has continually broken
in on each branch of the subject, strengthening, not changing those
view:s." And then she adds: "You will see in the progress of my
sketch, how complete a bulwark against error in numberless shapes I
have found in this simple adherence to the plain Word of Truth, this
habit of bringing every proposition' to the law and to the testimony; ,
fully persuaded that 'if they speak not according to this Word, it is
because there is no light in them.' "
She made the Antichristian system of Romanism a special study,
intelligently and incisively distinguishing between the deadly doctrine
of salvation, through the mediation of a human Priesthood, and faith
in the merits of the Lord Jesus Christ-the one true Mediator between
God and men. Her love of Ireland and of the Irish greatly increased
during her residence in the Sister Isle, and the absorbing object of hel'
heart was to set the pure Gospel of the grace of God before the poor
priest-ridden, soul-deluded people. And in this sacred enterprise. she
was ma.rkedly owned by the Holy Ghost. She thoroughly drank into
the spirit of Ireland's ardent Protestantism, and was rendered truly
enthusiastic with the memory of the noble struggles for the Faith made
in former times by Irish Christians.
Her immortal tale of th.,
O'lorious Revolution of 1688-" Derry "-forcibly illustrates her
~anctified Protestantism, while it also gives free scope for the exercise·
of her brilliant literary gifts. " Derry" was one of two works which
The other
first attracted much attention from the public at large.
volume was" .Tudah's Lion," which followed. Her" Personal Recollections," "Chapters on Flowers," and" Glimpses of the Past" (many.
editions) contain iilteresting allusions to her own life and that of her.
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immediate friends, at once charming and instructive.. We must not
omit to mention a volume which for many years has been highly
valued among our Christian treasures-Cl Principalities and Powers in
Heavenly Places." . The edition in our possession was published in
1842, and contains a preface by the eminently Evangelical Edward
Bickersteth, Rector of Watton, Herts. A brief quotation from his introduction will serve to emphasize the exceptional merits of. this
treatise on one of the most profound of Scripture subjects.
He
writes: "I have great pleasure in complying with a request to prefix
a few introductory words to this work. I think it Scriptural, seasonable, and practical. No part of Divine truth can be neglected without
spiritual loss, and it is too evident that the deep and mysterious
doctrine of revelation respecting evil spirits and good angels has been
far too much disregarded in our age. This has arisen-on the one
hand, from the wide spread of infidel principles, and, on the other,
from the uu-Scriptural, idolatrous, extravaga,nt attention paid to this
subject in the Church of Rome, in which the good angels aTe worshipped, and the evil spirits brought forward to foster delusions. But
we gain no solid victory over Popery by omitting the truths which
have been corrupted and abused. Our duty is rather to take forth
the precious from the vile, and hold fast the simple and plain truth
revealed for us and our children; thus shall we be as God's mouth to
His people. The friend who wrote this book has been careful not to
go beyond the Divine Record, and to rest everything here stated on
her own investigation of the words of the Most High. I believe it to
be specially suited to meet a want actually existing in the Church of
Christ at this time. Looking at the signs of the times, and the long
neglect and unnatural denial of all a,ngelic ministration or spiritual
influence, and at the express predictions of false Christs and false
prophets, who shall show signs and wonders, insomuch that if it were
possible they should deceive the very elect, and that when men receive
not the love of the truth that they might be sa,ed, for this cause God
shall send them strong delusion that they should belie>e a lie, I cannot
but think there is a painful prospect of a sudden recoil and religious
revulsion from the present unbelief and mischief, to an Ulmatural and
undistinguishing credulity, when Antichrist shall appear in his latest
form, with signs and lying wonders. I would therefore leave an earnest
caution on the minds of my readers-' Beloved, believe not every
spirit, but try the spirits, whether they are of God.' The Scriptures
have forewarned us beforehand,' that we may not be led away with
the error of the wicked, and fall from our own stedfastness.
My
hope is that this work may tend much to increase the watchfulness,
. call forth the prayers, strengthen the faith, enliven the hopes, and
cheer the hearts of fellow Christians, contending with our mighty
spiritual enemies."
The treatise contains the fruit of high research, and breathes a
freshness of pious thought suggested by the Holy Scriptures, without
note 'or commentary. "Charlotte Eliza.beth" had been taught the
whole counsel of God in no human school. Hence the independence
and vigour with which her statements of' Evangelical truth are ad-
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vanced. There is a t<ltal absence of any presumptuous criticism of
"the Word settled for ever in heaven," and of the infaliibility, inspiration, and finality of the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments.
It is indeed soul refreshing to traee in the eloquent pages of her
various works that unalterable persuasion of the inerrancy of the Holy
Book which springs or Christ formed in the heart by the Spirit-the
Yea and the Amen of "Thus saith the Lord."
The last days of this devoted handmaid of the Lord were
characterized by great bodily suffering--a deadly disease, extending
over eighteen months, terminating in a blissful entering into the
King's presence-chamber. Truly, her works do follow her.
THE EDITOR.

I

IrE SHALL NOT :FAIL.
By His death on the cross, the Lord made an everlasting atonement
ror each and all of His people. All had sinned and broken God's
most holy and just law, and thus incurred the righteous wrath of
God, and desel'ved death and everlasting punishment.
But Jesus came j and in the stead of each and all of His people,
as their surety and representative, obeyed perfectly this holy law, and
suffered, on their behalf, that penalty of death that was due to them.
Thus He redeemed them from the curse of a broken law, and
magnified the law and made it honourable. Not only were all our
iniquities laid upon Him, and He was made sin for us, but His
righteousness is imputed to us, we are "made the righteousness of
God in Him" (2 Cor. v. 21), and" being now justified by His blood,
we shall be saved from wrath through Him" (Rom. v. 9)
The atonement made by the Lord Jesus was a perfect and complete one, for He was God as well as Man. As Man He suffered death,
but the fact that He was God rendered His death of infinite value,
and His redemption an eternal redemption.
" Complete atonement Thou hast made,
And to the utmost farthing paid
vYhate'er Thy people owed;
How, then, can wrath on me take place,
If sheltered in Thy righteousness,
And sprinkled with Thy blood?
" If Thou hast my discharge procured,
And freely in my room endured
The whole of wrath divine,
Payment God cannot twice demand,
First at my bleeding Surety's hand,
And then again at mine."-Toplady.

It may be said of the Lord, as regards the spiritual salvation of His
people, that" He hath triumphed gloriously" j for in the Revelation
He gave to His servant John as regards things to come, John not
only heard the number of the Jewish elect saved by the precious blood
of Christ, but "beheld, and, 10, a great multitude, which no man
could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues,
stood before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white
Q
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robes, and palms in their hands; and cried with a loud voice, saying,
Salvation to our God, which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the
Lamb" (Rev. vii.), and these, too, had "washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb."
"He shall not fail" had been prophesied of the Lord Jesus Christ
as the Saviour of His own people, and yet there are those who dare
to say, He did fail!
To them Calvary was a failure!
All His
thirty-three years on earth, His three years of ministry were a failure!
"all to end in this!" to be crucified. "But," they go on to say,
"this is not all. Had this been all, it had been little. Follow Him
at midnight there into that lonely Garden of Gethsemane; see Him
writhing like a worm with His face buried in the dust, and enter
there into His bleeding, wounded heart. It is the agony of failure
that drives the blood out of every pore. Burning "ith the loye of
man; pining, thirsting, yearing over souls, eager to shed His blood
for those poor souls, He yet looks on and sees for what countless souls
His blood will flow in vain."*
What a horrible doctrine!
A Saviour who cannot SHe ~
One
whose blood-shedding was" wasted blood! "
How directly opposed
to the Word of God that" He shall see of the travail of His soul, and
shall be satisfied "-not in a.n " agony of failure."
Such dreadful teaching is the result of believing that Christ died
for every human being; but this is not according to the Scriptures.
It is "the Church of God," and this only, "which He hath purchased
with His own blood" (Acts' xx. 28.), and, as Hugh McNeile once well
said, "the Church of God in Christ is 'the election of grace.'" The
Church of England teaches the same; God, it says in its Seventeenth
Article, "hath constantly decreed by His counsel, secret to us, to
deliver from curse and damnation "-not all men, but_" those whom
He hath chosen in Christ out of mankind and to bring them by
Christ to everlasting salvation."
The Lord Jesus Christ taught, ., I lay down My life for the sheep,"
and turning to some He was then addressing, added, " Ye are not of My
sheep" (John x. 15 and 26), plainly intimating they "ere not amongst
those for whom He died. He was to be called" Jesus," the Saviour,
"for," the angel announced, "He shall save," not all the "orld, but
" His people from their sins."
,
Does the Apostle Paul say, "God co=ended His love towards us,
in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us" 1 it is not
before he had said he was writing to the beloved of God, "called
to be saints."
Does Peter say "ye are not redeemed with corruptible things
'" "The Immaculate Conception," by the late Rev. G. Bampfield, pp. 10 and
11. This is one of the" S. Andrew's Pamphlets," published by the S. Andrew's
Press, Barnet, and is written for Protestants to convert them into believing the
immaculate conception of Mary. It teaches that though Christ's death was a
failure as regards everyone else; "it was worth the while to die" to "win"
Mary's "sinlessness." Lignori teaches the same in his "Glories of Mary,"
where he says" the Son of God came into the world more for the redemption
of Mary than for that of all other men" (vol. ii., p. 25).
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but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb
without blemish and without spot; who verily was foreordained before
the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times
for you" 1 He had already said he_ was addressing the "elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father."
It 'was only for those given Him by the Father before the world's
foundation that Christ died, and of those for whom He died not one'
will be lost.
There will be no souls in hell' for whom Christ
shed His blood, for, if it were so, then as the poet well sings" Satan might then full victory boast;
The Church might wholly fall ;
If one heliever may be lost,
It follows, so may all."-Hcwt.

But no! in that day when Christ makes up His jewels not one will
be missing, ror He, whose word carillot be broken, hath said, "This
is the Father's will which hath sent Me, that of all which He hath
given Me, I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the
last day." The bride, the Lamb's wife, Christ loved "and gave
Himself for it . . . . that He might present it to Himself a
glorious Church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but
that it should be holy and without blemish "-without blemish, no
member or part missing, but one perrect body.
There are some who say that the Lord Jesus Christ died for all
men, but why so many are not saved is because of their unbelief.
Surely this is another way of saying that Christ failed, and that His
blood was" wasted." For is not unbelief a sin 1 If He died for all
men's sins, did He not die ror their unbelief 1
. ,No! again we repeat in the words of the Prophet, "He shall not·
rail," and we rest on His own assuring and infallible words, when
speaking of His sheep, "they shall never perish, neither shall 'any
(man, or thing, or unbelief, ror " man" does not occur in the original)
pluck them out or My hand" (John x 28). Well may He say at the
Last Day, "Behold, I and the children which God hath given Me"
(Heb. ii. 13).
C.
A SWEET PRAYER.
Oh for grace to learn of Thee, Thou meek and lowly Saviour! Thou
art indeed a Rest and a Resting-place ror Thy precious blood-bought
In Thee our souls would rest from sin, and rest to God.,
children.
Thoh art both a Shelter from the wind, and a Covert from the tempest;
Thou art our Hiding-place; ,Thou wilt preEerve us from trouble; Thou
wilt compass us about with songs of deliverance. Haste, haste' to
thy Rest, thy Jesus; for the Lord hath dealt bountifully bythee.-Dr.
Hawker.
. IT is not falling into the water that kills us, but lying in it;
so it is not falling into sin, but remaining in it, and not stri~i)lg
against it, that kills the souL-C. B.
Q 2
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THE DEPTHS OF SATAN.

By

THE LATE DR.

F. W.

KRUMMACHER.

( Continued !1'0111 page 158.)

." Then was JeS~t3 led up of the Spirit into the wilder-ness, to be
tempted of the devil. And when He had fasted forty days and forty
night8, lie was aftenoa?'d an hungered. And when the tempte?' came
to Him, he said, If Thou be the Son of God, command that these stones
be 'made bnad. But He answe?'ed and said, It is w?'itten, Man shall
nfJt live by b?'ead alone, but by every wm'd that p?w,eedeth out of the
mouth of God. Then the devil taketh Him up into the holy city, and
setteth Him on Cl pinnacle of the temple, and saith unto Him, If 1'hov.,
be the Son of God, cast Thyself down; fO?' it is w?'itten, He shall give
His angels charge conce?'ning Thee; and in thei?' hands they shall bear
Thee ttp, lest at any time Thou dash Thy foot against a stone. Jesus
said unto him, It is written again, Thmt shalt not tempt the Lord
thy God. Again, the devil taketh Him up into an exceeding high
mountain, and showeth Him all the kingdoms of the woTid, and the
glo?'y of them; and saith tmto Him, All these things will I give Thee,
if Thou' wilt fall down and W01'ship me. Then saith Jesus tlnto him,
Get thee hence, Satan; for it is 11J1'itten, Thou shalt VJorship the Lord
thy God, and Him mtly shalt thou se?·ve. Then the devil leaveth Him,
and, behold, angels came amod ministered tlnto Him."-MATTHEW iv. 1-11.
PART

n.

IV.--THE OBJECT OF CHRIST'S TEMPTATIONS.

WE have already seen why, in general, God permits the adversary to
tempt His children. "Ye are next to consider, on what account He
suffered the Lord Jesus Himself to be tempted.
And here first we
must solemnly protest against that horribly heretical notion, that
Jesus was led into the furnace of temptation, that by conflict and
contest, wrestling and prayer, he might overcome, mortify, and kill
sin in His own flesh! We dare not for a moment allow such a thought
respecting our most holy and blessed Saviour. That God sent to us
His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, we know and acknowledge;
but it was in the likeness only, and not in sinful flesh itself. He was
in all things made like unto His brethren (Heb. ii. 17), with the exception of one point,and that one point was sin. God be thanked, that
the Word of God is as clear upon this subject, as is the light of noonda.y. With the perfect sinlessness of our great Mediator, the whole
fabric of Evangelical hope must stand or fa~l. Were the white raiment
of His innocence soiled with the least sta.in of an unholy attribute,
were it possible for heaven, earth, or hell, to point out "any such
thing" in His nature, then we should have nothing to do but to shut
up our churches, burn our Bibles, cast away our confidence, and yield
'ourselves up to despair. For then could Jesus be no Saviour of men,
neither could the payment He has made for us have any value whatever.
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We have already remarked, that the temptations which came up?n
Him were undergone entirely for our sakes, inasmuch as they we,re
part of His vicarious and sacrificial sufferings. We have seen our
first parents tempted by the serpent; and their presumption impelling them at once into the whirlwind of the abyss. The Second Adam,
having undertaken to retrieve our loss, was exposed to still greater
temptation, which nevertheless He triumphantly resisted: the lances
()f our great adversary were broken, his stratagems and machinations
completely defeated, and an all-perfect obedience yielded to the Father
of creation and providence.
The first Adam, by his disobedience,
made himself and us the enemy's captives; but the Second Adam,
foregoing the throne of the majesty on high, and descending into this
lower world amidst evil spirits, swallowed up this death in victory.
'Oh, unexampled humiliation! that the Son of God should have been
touched by the murderous hands of the devil! that the Heir of all
things should have suffered the old serpent to lurk in His path I that
He, the Holy One, should have been encompassed by the powers of
darkness I that the Lord of the blessed angels should have suffered
His human person to be seIzed, carried off, and borne away by the
prince of the accursed, to hear his thrice-repeated temptation unto
deeds most ungo(;lly! But while it was so admirable on the one
hand, it was inconceivably fearful on the other. The children of God
are of too narrow capacity, and too nearly allied to sin, to comprehend
the infinite recoil of Christ's holy soul from unholiness; and as for the
ungodly and profane, they, being children of the wicked one, are too
congenially related to him, to dream of the intensity of our Saviour's
sufferings by temptation. Yet to such sufferings it behoved the Lord's
Anointed to submit; it behoved His holy human nature to shudder at
tb.e floods of Belial, that there He might begin to remove our mountains of guilt. And all these assaults He had to encounter alone;
without the least aid was He to persevere through conflict and warfare
in doing the will of God, that by an illustrious and perfect obedience
entirely His own, He might cover from the eyes of Divine justice the
disobedience of Adam and his posterity.
Another object of Christ's temptations was, that having suffered
being tempted, He might be able to succour them that are tempted
(Heb. ii. 18). Able He certainly could have been, without tasting of
our trials, or being personally assaulted with our temptations; but b:r
His actually undergoing them, the weakest amongst us may be
strengthened to believe in His ability, so as to have more freedom in
pouring out their hearts before Him and in showing Him their
trouble. If two persons can meet and converse together respecting
the same necessities, distresses, and buffetings of Satan which each has
undergone, how much does this conduce to their open-heartedness
with one another, to their confidential communicativeness, alld to their
mutual sympathy! They disclose to each other their every inmost
suffering; soul melts into soul; and while they enjoy such refreshment
and delight, they count no time. With those who are strangers to the
experience of our peculiar trials, we are not so readily communicative
about them, because we expect no corresponding sympathy.
At;td
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doubtless we should have a far less intimate communion with our
heavenly Friend, had He not been our companion in tribulation, and
a partaker of our every suffering. But now, how refreshing do we
find it to know, that He Himself was in all points tempted like as we
are; that He was a Man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; that He
well knows by personal experience the severest anguish of our souls;;
so that though n~ fellow-mortal sho1l1d be able to understand us, we
have a Friend always at hand, of whom we are assured that He enters
into every feeling of our condition (Psalm lvi. 8). His experience
reaches down into our inmost darkness, into the profoundest depths of
our spiritual temptation. Under no juniper of the desert can we sit
solitary, but He has there sat down before us: no thorn of the wilderness can wound us, but it has already wounded Hinl: no fiery dart
can assault us, but it has already assaulted Him. Verily, He is touched
with the feeling of our infirmities: believe it only, dear Cln'istian
brethren, that when the Refiner sits at His furnace, during the whole
process of your trial and purification, His own holy and almighty
heart, more than that of the most affectionate mother, feels sympathy
for you in heaven. Therefore it was out of mere mercy and love
towards a world of sinners, that God spared not His own Son, but
deliv<;lred Him up to the furnace of trial.
It appears also, that herein He had an object with reference to the
tempter himself, on account of the distinguished situation which the
chief of the apostate angels occupies in the kingdom of spirits. If we
put together the scattered notices of that fallen morning star, which
are found in various parts of Scripture, we can hardly suppress our
wonder and. awe, at beholding something of the natural character of
this degenerate prince of hell.
Satan, in the surprising ruins of his former unspeakable glory-for
where, among men can we find intelligence, prudence, perseverance,
energy, and powel' like his 1 and, what is more astonishing, these are
only the relics of his original glory. Satan, I say, still appears, according to the Bible, with a kind of majesty; not only in his being
called a prince, and a mighty one, but even "the god of this world" ;
and we cannot but observe in Scripture, that occasionally a kind of
respect appears to be paid to his ruined dignity. The Apostle Jude,
in a passage where he is producing a contrast to, those who despise
dominion and speak evil of dignities or magistrates, says, "Yet
Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed
about the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a railing
accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee.
But these filthy
dreamers s-peak evil of those things which they know not" (Jude ve,r. 9,
10). In the Book of Job, we behold the sons of God presenting themselves before J ehovah, and it is added, "Satan came also among them,
to present himself before the Lord" (Job. i. and ii.). And the Lord
condescended to converse with him, and to ask him if he had considered His se1,'vant Job. And in reply to the subtle question of the
false accuser, "Doth Job fear God fo1,' nought 1" the Lord gave him
power over all that belonged to that holy man; He permitted Satan t()
visit and to try him, that hell itself might learn that Divine strength

The Gospel M agazz"ne.

231

can be perfected in human weakness. What a wonderful transaction!
Surely it constrains us to say, that "the Almighty" considered it of
sOl~e importa.nce, that even the prince of darkness should acknowledge
Deity, and give the Lord the glory due unto His name. And this ilJ
really the case; for at His name every knee shall bow, and every
tongue confess that He is Lord. Hence, likewise, it appears that
Satan was even permitt€d to look into the deep foundation of the work
of redemption, especially by tempting the Lamb of God, to try if he
could find any fault with His unblemished purity; that he might know
Messiah's qualifications as a Surety to atone for human transgression·;
that he might know, that " Zion" is "redeemed with righteousness"
(Isaiah i. 27), and not with arbitrariness; and that he might never be
able, with any show of justice, to protest against the salvation of
God's elect (Rom. viii. 33). When the wisest and most subtle of all
rebellious spirits is compelled to astonishment at the wisdom of God,
to admire His doings, to wonder in mute silence at the depth of His
counsels, to commend, against his will and inclination, the equity of
the Divine proceedings, and to give honour to God unto his own confusion, this surely tends not a little to the glory of the Divine name.
One of the most solemn and sublime moments in the great day of full
manifestation will be, when Satan himself shall be compelled to yield
acknowledgment that the Lamb is worthy to receive glory, and honour,
and power (Rev. v. 13), and shall feel contrained to bow at the name
of another Who is greater than he. This will amount to a consummation of praise second only to the halleluiahs of angels.
V.-THE

TEMPTER .

. Forty days and nights of fasting had been spent by our Saviour in
the lonely wilderness, and "He was afterward an hungered." Then
the tempter came unto Him, visibly, but in disguise, probably as " an
angel of light" (2 Cor. xi. 14). He appears to have had a twofold
object in this attempt. First, Satan desired to a:scertain whether
Jesus was really the SOil of God; and, secondly, in case He were, he
meditated to raise up a rock in His course, upon which the precious
work of redemption should be wrecked for ever.
It is very probable, as others have thought likewise, that the tempter
was yet in doubt whether this was the 1Ilessiah. Jesus, who was called
"the carpenter's son," had lived on earth thirty years in great obscurity, probably working at the trade of his reputed father; thus" in
the sweat of His face," earning His daily bread; during all which time,
we are not told that He did or said anything beyond what other
children of lllen might have done and said, except what is recorded or
Him with respect to His ,isit to the temple when he was twelve yea.rs
old. "His" geneml "kinsfolk and acquaintance," probably, had
long begun to think of Him as no more than an amiable man; and it
is possible that even Mary and Joseph had considerably lowered their
expectations concerning Him, as all the miraculous circumstances of
His life had long ago ceased, and the voices from heaven been dis~
continued. God veiled the peculiar glory of His Son in such a manner
that even the keen eyes of Satan might be unable to discern it in the
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plain "carpenter, the son of Mary" (Mark vi. 3). This great adversary, however, did not entirely overlook Him. And though, among
men, no one appeared any longer to imagine that the humble labourer
at Joseph's business could be God's Messiah, yet Satan himself was
wise enough not to lay too much stress upon a poor and humble exterior. He could think it possible, that this "carpenter" in all His
obscurity might neverthelesB be the Lord of glory. He would see
nothing inconsistent or absurd in the Redeemer's having to commence
His great work in such poverty and lowliness j and many a strange
event and circumstance, which he had observed in His history from
its commencement, would intimate to him too plainly that Jesus of
Nazareth could be no other than the Son of God. Still, however, he
only conjectured this verity j he had not yet that clear conviction of
it, which a fallen archangel would require j therefore he desired tD
obtain full certainty, that he might take his measures accordingly.
Had he at present actually discerned Him as the Messiah, much of
his subsequent conduct towards Him would, as we shall hereafter see,
be inexplicable. His first and immediate object, therefore, wa.s to
ascertain this. Very prudently did the crafty spirit so preconcert his
temptations, that if J'esus were really the Messiah, His work of redemption might meet, at the outset, with a shock by which it should
be for ever frustrated. The ultimate object of the prince of darkness
was by an adroit manceuvre to divert the Saviour from His mediatorial career, and thus to confirm his own infernal dominion over mankind. He therefore presents himself to Jesus, as a well-wishing and
kind-hearted friend. He would have it appear that he desired nothing
so much as to see the great ,york of redemption prospered and
achieved j only he ,professes to suggest a shorter method of accomplishing the glorious design j and he plans all with the very craft and
subtlety that might be expected from a being, who, with the strongest
natural power of intellect, had sunk into the deepest abysses of wickedness and malignity.
'
VI.-LIABILITY

TO

TEMPTATIO.:\'.

The tempter came to Jesus with the most refined cunning and artifice. Trusting that the forlornness of the solitude, and the barrenness
of the thirsty desert, would be helpful to the triumph he meditated,
he seizes the opportunity of his first attack, from the hunger spoken
of in the text. In like manner does this murderer of souls know how
to turn his wea.pons against ourselves, in the most convenient place,
at the most critical moment, and in circumstances the most favourable to his purpose. 'When we are apart from all company, and no
human eye can be upon us, when no dear brother is near to put us on
our guard, nor any experienced fellow-Christian at hand to confirm
and animate us j when our thoughts are pernlitted to wander at
pleasure, then does this "strong one armed" come up to the attack,
stretches his arrow upon the bow, and exerts his utmost skill to inject
poison into our very hearts. When we are an hungered or athirst j
when want pinches us, and we feel a craving either for money or sustenance j when real need of rest, or imaginary want of repose, leisure,
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honour, convenience, or enjoyment, stirs within us an uneasy longing
for the thing denied; when any particular wish, though in itself not
blalneable, takes possession of our hearts-then is the tempter immediately at hand, addressing the passions in a friendly and winning
manner, suggesting to us one good reason aft-er another, and discovering to us means in abundance for the gratification of our desires. And,
however adverse the thing may be to the will of our Father in
hea.ven, Satan knows so well how to garnish a.nd colour it, that we
.are easily brought even to imagine peace and prosperity are with us,
when it is notbing less tban "Satan himself transformed into an
.angel of light."
The mystery of his iniquity, craft, and guile, which, humanly
'speaking, is unsearchable, had never been so disclosed as it now wa.s,
in those temptations with which he endeavoured to circumvent our
blessed Lord. But it may be asked, Could the Christ of God be
tempted in reality 7 The Scripture informs us, that He was not
merely tempted, but in all things" tempted like as we are, only
without sin (Heb. iv. 15). Our blessed Saviour, the Scripture saith,
was manifested in the likeness of sinful flesh; that is, in human
nature weakened by the fall. He inherited every injury which sin
had done it, only no disposition to sin itself; no capacity, no capability
of sinning. Hence we read, that He was tempted without sin. But
if there be any sinless instincts and infirmities of our common nature,
these undoubtedly He inherited. He was susceptible of hunger and
thirst; He could be weary and overtaken with sleep; He could weep
and rejoice; He could feel the need of bodily rest and refreshment.
Now, such infirmities and sensibilities, which in themselves are sin,less, the tempter hoped to take advantage of, in order to seduce our
.all holy and blessed Saviour from the way of God marked out before
He therefore propounded to Him such ways and means of
Him.
satisfying those wants, as were altogether incongruous with God's
way. Had the Redeemer acceded to them, or been ever so remotely
inclined to them, Satan's monstrous wickedness would have suc'ceeded; the Lamb would not have been without spot, nor the High
Priest without sin; His sacrifice would have been invalid, the whole
scheme of redemption would have been for ever annulled, and we
ourselves exposed to perish, and that without remedy. How much
then depended on the result of this temptation of Jesus in the wilderness! What an immeasurably important trial was it to be of our
Redeemer's qualifications! And what interest ought we to fee,l in
attending to the further development and issue of that extraordinary
and eventful transaction 1

VII.--THE

FIRST ASSAULT.

The tempter had watched the most favourable opportunity for
making his first attack. He perceived that Jesus was an "hungered" ;
• Luther, from holy revsrence, appears to have stood in awe of rendering
by so strong an expression as "in all thillg.s." His rendering is,
allenthalben," "in all places," "everywhere," or "on every hand."
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therefore he came to Him, and said, "If Thou be the Son of God,
command that these stones be made bread." Here was the first
of those assaults by which the tempter meant to ascertain wh-ether
this was the very Person of the promised Messiah; and then (in case
He were really the Lord from heaven) to annihilate at one blow His
work of sacrificial atonement. The devil's aim was to begin with
polluting, had it been po~sible, the pure, human soul of the Redeemer
with the sin of distrusting his heavenly Father's provision. As he
commenced his assaults in paradioe with the question, "Yea, hath
God said 1" to seduce our first parents into error respecting the
Divine prohibition; so his words, "If Thou be the Son of God," were
meant to be equivalent to that question. His first object was to
create a doubt respecting the import of that testimony which had
recently descended on our Saviour at His baptism, "This is :My
beloved Son, in "\\'hom I am well pleased." And now, only observe
the wondrous craft of the tempter. In that single sentence, "If Thou
be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread," he
lays a thousand snares in our Saviour's path at once. He would
first insinuate how impossible it must be that God should leave His
own Son in the wilderness, among rocks and stones and thorns, to
pine away with hunger; and could our Saviour have given the least
entertainment to this suggestion, His soul would have been defiled
with unbelief. F11l'ther, he would induce Him to work such a miracle
in proof of His being the Son of God, as should serve also His relief
from hunger and suffering; and this he knew' would be acting
against the counsel of God, according to which the Messiah was to be
poor, suffering, and emptied of His glory to compensate for Adam's
guilt. But the devil might further think, that should he not succeed
in persuading our blessed Lord to forsake the way of poverty, to
step aside from the path of lowliness, and disclose His real dignity,
yet perhaps the pressure of hunger might prevail on Him to comply
with the suggestion of working a miracle for His own relief; that it
would seem an excusable thing to save Himself from sta.rvation by
the power committed to Him; and that by thus helping Himself He
would put away from Him that cup of bitterness, the drinking up
of which to the very dregs was essential to His making reconciliation
for iniquity. Such were apparently the thoughts of Satan; he hoped
that Jesus, if He overcame the first snare, would be taken in the
second or the third. With more subtlety the plan could not have
been laid. Had there been the smallest blemish of sin in the Lamb
of God, it would now have been discovered. But not a sunbeam mote
settles upon the white raiment of His perfect innocence. He stood
alone in the field of conflict, and saw that there was no man to help,
none to uphold. Nevertheless, He broke the" power of the enemy" ;
the devil was disappointed, and Jesus triumphed.
The temptation to command stones to be made bread, will, if
spiritually considered, be found a most common one every day. All
the experienced children of God have known something of it. There
are brethren amongst us, and they are brethren in the Lord, to
whom, nevertheless, a fast is proclaimed at the. present season. They'
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are out of regular employment, and can earn little or next to nothing;
some are masters in business, but their business does not prosper.
They have to be concerned how to obtain their daily bread. Brethren,
ye sit in the wilderness among the stones and thorns, and ye are
"an hungered." Now, would it not be a wonder if the tempter did
not insinuate his way to you, and suggest, Canst thou be a child of
.God, Who thus suffers thee to starve 1 This suggestion is soon followed up by another, "Command that these stones be made bread."
It would be a wonder indeed if he did not ply you with every unbelieving suggestion, such as either that you ought to ma.ke less
scruple about principle, for the sake of employment, or of standing
upon good terms with patrons and friends j or that it is not necessary
to be so strict to truth, where your interest is at stake, or the
maintenance of your family is concerned j that you may very pardonably put your hand to some unlawful business, to save yourselves
from starvation j or that it is good policy to join some worldly and
umhristian party, that may help to keep you from going down in
, the world; or that you ought to "try your fortune," as it is called,
in the lottery of some questionable speculation. Now, this is the
same as if Satan persuaded you in so many words to command these
stones that they be made bread. But, my dear brethren in Christ,
let the stones be stones j suffer them to remain as they are; but
look for your bread and support- from your heavenly Father alone,
Who hath promised you far greater and better things than this. By
Him "the hairs of your head are all numbered," and He willeth not
that "one of His little ones should perish."
But if things come to what is termed the worst, is it not much
better to starve in God's name, than to see good days in the name
of His enemy and yours 1 The days of fasting will soon be over-as
soon as they have produc~d that maturity of your spiritual life for
which they are appointed.
Take courage, then, and "be of good
cheer" j for though you are abiding at present in· the wilderness, it
is that you may see the faithfulness and glory of the Lord; and
generally, these have better been discovered in the great and terrible
wilderness, than in the land flowing with milk and honey.
There are others amongst us who at present are requited for their
very piety with scorn and derision, and have little joy or refreshment
in their own souls. Would it not be a wonder if Satan did not interpose, and suggest to such that in Christianity there is little or nothing
after all, that he may thus beguile them into the world's spirit and
pursuits, in quest of that joy which they find not in God 1 Brethren,
all such counsel is from Satan, and, in giving it, he virtually advises
us to change stones of suffering, and spiritual barrenness, into bread
of our own choosing, bread which has no savour of the bread of life.
Far rather let us prefer spending our few remaining days wit·h Christ,
not only in a wilderness, if it must be so, but in the furnace itseH,
rather than have recourse to any relief proposed by the adversary.
"The Lord rebuke thee, 0 Satan." Let this be our watchword
in the field of conflict, whenever we perceive the enemy approa~hing.
God be thanked, that whereas the true Michael hath encountered
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him, and overcome him, his positive oominion over us is annihilated.
It is true he can still buffet us, and make such a push at us as to
occasion giddiness, sickness, and a fall; but destroy us he cannot.
Though he may lurk as a lion about our tabernacle, the Lord hath
put "a hook in his nose and a bridle in his lips." The Prince of
Judah, th\3 Captain of our salvation, has both him and all his agents
under absolute control, and appoints them t.heir bounds, which they
cannot pass. Only let us abide in our stronghold, in the atonement
of Christ's blood, and ,we are safe.
(To be continued.)

REAL SUBSTANCE.
SEE the g:ceat difference between the things of G::>d and the things of
the world. The things of God are real substance, and the things of
the world are only a shadow; they serve only for show, like fruit trees
in a landscape, which more delight the eye than the taste. All earthly,
comforts are only imaginary, they are not substance at all. Riches
look like riches, but they are not true riches. The Saviour calls them
deceitful (Matt. xiii. 22). They promise to ease our cares, when they
only multiply them; and to satisfy our desires, when they only increa,se
them. There is nothing in the world hath reality but sorrows and
troubles. Solomon had more riches than any man, yet in all this he
could find no substance or satisfaction (Eccles. ii. 9).- Watson. "LOVEST THOU ME."
ART thou a child of God ~ If so, remember to show the reality of
your love to Jesus, by real love to the saints of God. Are they
hungry ~ feed them. Can you ever forget to administer to them
the cup of cold water, in the Name of Him who shed His precious
blood for you; and who hath said, "Inasmuch as you did it- not
to them, you have not done it unto Me"? It is to be feared that
in these days of selfishness and greed, very, very many of the poor
dear weary pilgrims of Zion are suffering acutely from want, love,
and sympathy. These things ought not so to be:-Zion's Trumpet.-

HE who is insensible that there is that in him which is inclined
to take occasion to sin from the commandment of the law, as well as
from the promises of the Gospel, is a stranger to the plague of his
heart.-Bl'ine.
GOD'S part in your calling and election is sure enough, and needs
none of your labour to make it sure; but to make it sure to yourselves,
and to make the knowledge thereof sure and clear to you, diligence is
needful, and diligence will do it. Search out the fruits and mark~ of
election, and when you find any of them, then, and not before, ?hmb
up this high tree of the Father's giving you to Jesus Chrrst.Tmil.
•
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THE PAPAL CURIA.
WE record with satisfa,ction the publication of an able and discriminating volume from the competent pen of the Rev. Arthur Galton, on our
national attitude towards the Papal Curia, as distinguished from the
Papal Church--religiously considered.
We are increasingly convinced that the political conspiracy against
the British Constitution, which the Vatican authorities have been
developing with restless energy and some success since the lamented
death of our late Sovereign, must be intelligently interpreted from a
The
politica.l standpoint, and effectually met by political methods.
Roman Hierarchy in these islands is itself ruled by an occult a.utocracy
in tlle city of Home. The Papal Curia-the Homan See in its temporal aspect, an almost superhuman organisation-originates and
dominates the policy of the Church of Rome in all countries, and with
consummate skill manipulates all the affairs of Governments and
States, whether monarchical, republican, or free, with the ulte·rior
design of subjugating them to "the Chair of St. Peter." As we recently pointed out, it is a serious misapprehension of the real chara,cter
of the Roman Catholic system to view it as merely a religious institution, possessing purely religious instincts, and seeking religious ends.
Religion is the cloak of Rome's true inwardness-and that inwardness
is malice directed against the social and national prosperity of all
countries and peoples who reject Papal domination. It is, however,
somewhat difficult to convince the ordinary mind of this wellascertained fact. On the face of the proposition improbability appears
writ large. There is something diabolical in the conception of a scheme
which would utilise religion for an object so base. It seems to be forgotten, however, that the acquisition of "the kingdoms of this world
and the glory of them" was long since closely associated with the
grossest form of worship, and that the device originated with the implacable enemy of God and man. The holy contempt with which the
Satanic proposal that the Son of Man should secure for Himself universal world-power, at the cost of the truth, was refused, did not divert
the foe. We have only to study the pages of history, from the seventh
century to our own time, as sketched in Mr. Galton's luminous and
accurate resume of the relations between England and the Papacy, to
identify the unchanged policy of the powers of darkness.
To understand the Papacy, our erstwhile Roman Catholic author
well observes, we must examine the various organisations and polities
of "that which usurps the name of historical Christianity, as they
have risen, and developed, and declined, and fallen in successive, ages
under the influence of different modes of thought and of environment."
Accordingly, a circumstantial and logical digest is presented to us of
the various historical relations between our country and the Papacy
since they came intQ contact with one anQther.· What were the effects
upon our Church and nation produced by the Papacy, when its
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authority among us was at its height, are exhibited with convincing
skill. The causes which effected gradual changes in a relationship to
the " Court" of Home are scientifically examined and explained. How
the causes led up to the subjection of the English monarchy and
almost of the nation, but ending in a complete official severance of all
connection, both in civil and Ecclesiastical affairs, is forcibly demonstrated. Then follows- a powerful exposure of the consequences of that
severance, and the undaunted attitude assumed by Rome in its efforts
to regain in "this Protestant kingdom" heI' abused and forfeited
supremacy.
. Finally, Mr. Galton',s book practically enforces the necessity of our
adopting a Government policy of self-protection in view of the warlike
diplomacy and acts of the Papal Curia. The practical lessons derivable from the several great crises in the history of England, notably
those connected with the reigns of Elizabeth and the Stuarts, when
Papal intrigue was most active, are driven home with a rare force of
conviction. Yet, the author writes in a spirit of marked moderation
Iotnd ca.lmness. His arguments are closely reasoned and lucidly stated.
The reader cannot mistake the point in hand, or fail to realise the
full weight of the blow struck at the Papal imposture. The vatican
Cabinet and its unscrupulous political methods are dragged to the
light, and the national peril of yielding to its policies is enforced on
the attention of our rulers. Mr. Galton, writing of the menacing developments of Vaticanism and Ultramontanism during the· last century, observes :-" Throughout the century of Papal development and
expansion, from the reign of Pius VII. until now, statesmen and governments have shown a fatal and an inexcusable ignorance about the
nature and principles of Homanism. They have been disunited, they
have worked upon no system, they have adopted no common policy in
dealing with a centralised and yet universal power; they have been
defeated time after time in detail; and the defeats or concessions of
flny one government have been quoted as precedents,~or used as
pretexts for new demands, against all the others. ::1 :11ese ulichanging
and skilful tactics, 'which count, not by years, tll" by decades and by
centuries,' all the advantage is with that organised and central administration, with its immense experience and its unswerving policy,
which foresees everything, and never despises or neglects the smallest
detail. The power and influence of the Curia, its position in the world,
Its relation to all civil governments, and to all the Christian Churches,
including those which owe obedience to it, have been changed by the
new doctrine of Papal Infallibility." The chief agents in this modern
development of personal Pontifical sovereignty, Mr. Galton insists,
have been the Jesuits. "The organisation and theology which they
fabricated and launched at Trent," he says, "has culminated quite
logically, and even necessarily, in the decree of Papal Infallibility.
The Jesuits, restored by Pius VII., and since then carrying everything
before them, are held, rightly or wrongly, to be the influence behind
the throne. They are supposed to direct that system and policy which
they initiated and organised. They are suspected of dictating to the
Curia, and of directing the Pope."
And then he presciently adds,
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" The next move in their political campaign is expected to be a definition of the Temporal Power as an article of faith."
Nor
These words of war~ing deserve our anxious consideration.
are the' following sentences less significant and instructive.
" The
activity of the Papal propaganda among the various nations has probThe
ably never been so great, or, in some directions, so effective.
Press and the Bourse are both manipulated to a dangerous extent, in
the interests of the Curia. In wealth and influence, the, Papacy, at the
opening of the twentieth century, is in a very different position from
the Papacy at the opening of the nineteenth. Leo XIII. has realised
many things which Leo X~I. appears to have foreseen and planned.
The loss of the Temporal Power has been more than compensated by
that growth of diplomatic influence and interference which has been
caused by the acquisition of personal infallibility; but these gains are
thought little of in themselves by the Vatican and its agents, except
as a means for winning back those territorial dominions upon which,
as they think, the existence of the whole Papal Sovereignty and system
ultimately depends." The network of Vatica.n intrigue is spread over
all the Courts and Cabinets of Europe, and one masterful policy is in
course of being steadily and persistently furthered, with the grand
object of finally establishing a universal Pontificate.
The British Empire is the recognised strategical key to the position,
and the British nation may yet have to play EL leading pa.rt in the
greatest conflict between liberty and despotism the world has ever
witnessed. Alas, our statesmen and chief rulers, on the one hand,
seem bewitched by Vatican diplomacy; and, on the other, betray a
servile dread of offending the Papal Pontiff and his political advisers,
as though he held the destinies of our beloved country in the hollow of
his hand! Grave fears are enterta.ined in some quarters that semidiplomatic intercourse-euphoniously termed missionary-is at this
very hour tak.ing place, by the advice of English Ministers, between
the Court of St. James and the Vatican. A congratulatory" Mission"
from Protestant England to the historic enemy of our holy religion and
blood-won liberties is not, certainly, a politica.I phenomenon calculated
to inspire confidence and satisfaction in the hearts of British freemen!
"May God save England from Papistry! "-The "English Churchman."
WE are not conquerors by despising our enemies. . The weakest
of them is stronger than we are. It is the height of folly to
despise them.
We are conquerors only because God is mightier
than they, and He is on our side.-Rev. W. Howels.
THE more close and intimate the union is which i., enjoyed with
Christ, the glory arising from it, doubtless, is the more abundant.
It is proper' that the'spouse should be favoured with greater nearness to her husband than servants. Angels are servants to Christ,
but the Church is the Lamb's wife, and therefore shall she be nearer
to Him, and enjoy His kindest embraces, while the angels will keep
at a respectful and humble distance both from Him and her.~
Brine.
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RENOUNCING JESUITISM:.
IT is not generally known that many priests withdraw from the Jesuit
Society. Several cases have been noted in this magazine.
A fe,w
years ago four members withdrew at about the same time. One of
them was a Father Dewey, a relative of Admiral Dewey's. He had
1)een a Protestant who was led into Jesuitism by the usual tactics of
the order. Only Protestants of education, wealth, and good family are
Bought for by the Jesuits. There is at present in this city a Father
Denny who, on the death of his Protestant parents, brought one
million dollars into the Jesuit treasury. He was seduced by' the wily
men of the order while on a visit to Rome' many years ago. He may
leave them yet, though it is doubtful whether he could bring his money
with him. Some years ago a Father Bradley, who had been a Ritualistic minister of the Protestant Episcopal Church in this city went
over to the Jesuits. But when he received a legacy of half a million
dollars he withdrew from the order. He went to Rome and tried to
obtain permission from the Pope to establish an order of his own, but
the Jesuits blocked his way. Then he went to England, was recei,ed
into the Anglican Church, settled down in a quiet pa.rish and married
a wife, like an honest man.
One of the most learned Jesuits in this country, a Father Ryan, withdrew from the society a few years since and went to Canada to become
a secular priest. The latest member of the famous society to renounce
Jesuitism is Father Halpin. The account of his secession was given by
the Jesuits themselves, and is related in the New York "Times,"
December 10, 1901, as follows:It was announced at the meeting of the St. Francis Xavier Alumni
Sodality Sunday that the Rev. Father Halpin had withdrawn from the
Jesuit Society and had become attached to the household of the Bishop
of Savannah. Father Halpin is fifty-four years old, and had been a
member of the Jesuit order for thirty-eight years. Withdrawals from
the society are infrequent, and to secure his release Father Halpin had
to secure the approval of the Pope as well as his ecclesiastical superiors
in the order.
COlisiderable surprise was expressed by members of the sodality
when they learned of Father Halpin's retirement. He was one of the
most distinguished preachers and scholars in the order in this country.
He entered Fordham College as a scholastic many years ago, and
eventually became vice-presid~nt of the college. Later he became
vice-president of the college of St. Francis Xavier.
At the College of St. Francis Xavier a member of the Jesuit Society
said yesterday, when asked the'reasons for Father Halpin's action:" He left us last September. l'he differences which led to his action
had been brewing for two or three months. The will of a man is the
last thing to die. Obedience is the cardinal principle of our order,
and friction between Father Halpin and his ecclesiaBtical superiors
caused his retirement. Men will always differ, but in the Society of
Jesus discipline must be preserved.
Suffice it to say that Father
Halpin left the order for reasons approved by himself and by his
ecclesiastical superiors."-" The Converted Catholic" (New York).
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PAPAL TACTICS DEFEATED.
THROUGH the vigilance of the Dublin Superintendent of the Society for
Irish Church Missions, says the "English Churchma,n," an impudeut
plot to get a child of Protestant parentage committed to a Romal!
Catholic industrial school, where she would be brought up as a Homan
Catholic at the public expellse, has just been frustrated.
It appea,rs that la,st summer the fa,ther of the child, on the occasioll
of his second marriage, beca,me a Romau Catholic, having placed the
child in service with a Protestant lady, to whom he said tha.t he did
not want his present wife to know that he had the child. In course of
time the child came into the hands of a man named Doyle, who appeared before the magistrates some weeks ago and applied tha,t the
girl should be sent to a Roman Catholic industria,l school. He deposed tha,t the child's pa,rents had lodged with him some years ago,
that the father was a, Romanist, and tha,t he had not seen him for sevell
years. The magistrate was on the point of granting the applicatioll
when a representative of the Irish Church Missions intervened a,nd
a,sked that the case should be rema,nded for further inquiries. This
was done, and after several hearings it was found that the man Doyle's
story was a fabrication in many particulars. The father was produced
in court, and it wa,s clearly established tha,t until last summer he had
been a Protestant, as was also the child's mother. After a long hearing, the magistrate, Mr. Swifte, said he thought it would be a serious
question whether an action for perjury would not lie against Doyle,
and that there was a distinct fraud attempted on the Court.
In refusing the application, Mr. Swifte added, "I think I ought to
acknowledge my obligation to the Irish Church Missions, because only
for the gentleman who appeared here on a previous day I was on the
point of sending the child to "it Catholic industrial school, which Doyle's
deposition entitled me to do."
, This case will doubtless be useful in opening the eyes of the authorities to the methods which have for a long time been unblushingly used
to secure children for the Roman Catholic industrial schools, establishments maintained at great public expense in the interests of the
Church of Rome, and the management of which has on several occasions called forth severe strictures from the Government Inspector.
MULTUM IN PARVO.
WITH feelings of deep humiliation, which we are confident are sha,red
by our readers, we chronicle an incident which took place last month,
and which has added seriously to our already heinous national sins.
By the counsel of his Majesty's responsible advisers, the King deputed
a prominent Roman Catholic nobJeman and suite to bow down before
the Pope in his Majesty's name and present an autograph letter congratulating the Roman Antichrist on the jubilee of his priesthood. It
has been pointed out in the Press that coincidently with the adoption
of this evil counsel the British arms suffered a shameful defeat in
South Africa. Certainly, God will not be mocked. The madness and
R
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folly of the King's responsible advisers in subjecting the Sovereign
of this Protestant kingdom and the nation itself to the humiliation of
grovelling at the feet of "the Man of Sin" become the more manifest
to all men when it is borne in mind that the same statesmen have
persuaded the King not to pay a visit to Ireland, because the Pope's
co-religionists there have displayed such gross disloyalty that it would
not be wise for his Majesty to expose himself to further insult 1 If,
instead of sending a British Envoy to the Vatican to congratulate the Pope on his protracted priestly administration
of Papal affairs, a dignified demand had been made that Pope
Peeci should tender a humble apology to the British Crown for the
insult offered thereto by the Irish Papists, the best traditions of
English Protestantism would have been followed, and the Divine ble8s. ing might have been confidently counted upon.-" 1. Zangwill," writing
in the "English Illustrated Magazine" on the "Zionist Movement,"
thus refers to the present condition of Palestine ;-" Regarded a.s a
pastoral country, Palestine is no longer the 'land flowing "With milk
and honey.' But where are the beautiful fruit gardens which J osephus
mentions around Cresarea 7 Buried 300 feet beneath sand-dunes.
Where are the olives of the Mount of Olives 7 Jericho, the land of
palms, has not a single palm j and there is no balm in Gilead.
The
artificial water system-for Palestine, with its few rivers, depends
largely on irrigation-has decayed j the springs are choked up j the
. trees felled j Arab women wrench off what branches remain j while
goats, to keep which was considered by some Rabbis as damnable as
to conceal armed robbers, wander everywhere, eating away the vegetation j disforestation has diminished the rainfall-' Upon the land of
My people shall come up thorns and briars,' said the prophet Isaiah,
, Lebanon is ashamed and hewn down, Sharon is like a wilderness, a.nd
Bashan and Carmel shake off their fruits.' Under this curse Palestine
has slept for centuries. But now its sleep must end." The Bishop of
Durham preached at the Chapel Royal, St. James's Palace, on a Sunday morning, last month, it being his first seDllon in London since his
elevation to the Episcopate. In the evening he preached at St. Paul's,
Onslow Square, and afterwards assisted at the administration of the
Lord's Supper. At a time when the majority of the Bishops are endeavouring to stamp out Evening Communion, this public support of
the practice, which was only to be expected of Dr. Moule, should
materially strengthen the hands of the Evangelical clergy. The Evening Communion at St. Paul's is always a service of remarkable spiritual
power.
SALVATION.
PLUNGE all the sins of all who ever sinned into the unfathomable ocean
of Christ's precious blood, and they disappear for ever. The foulest
transgressor, bathed in this blood of atonement, becomes so pure, so
white, that God can discern no blemish in him. Satan can no more
allege a fault, or establish a claim against him. No sin, no wrath, no
hell. Sin cannot be found when Jesus casts it from view as far as the
east is from the west.-Dean Law.
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ADOPTION FOUNDED UPON PREDESTINATION.
SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON PREACHED IN ST. J AMES'S, ASHTED,
BIRMINGHAM, ON SUNDAY EVENING, OCl'OBER 9TH, 1836, BY THE
REV. VVILLIAM NUNN, M.A., LMINISTER OF ST. CLEMENT'S,
MANCHESTER.
" Having predestinated 7tS unto the adoption of children by Jesus ChTist
to Himself, according to the good pleasnre of His will."-EpHESIANS i. 5.
THE merchant who would offer for sale an excellent specimen of
workmanship, should be well acquainted with the construction of the
.article in the process of its manufacture, in order to commend the
same. Confidence in his judgment and veracity would alone be required to promote the success of the merchandise.
Will you question the veracity of him who commends to our notice
the subject with which he was so well conversant, or count of light
·esteem his knowledge of the great scheme of redemption, who was
caught up to the third heaven, and heard unspeakable words, which
it was not lawful for a man to utter7 Surely not; and while we are
l"eminded that, in his speaking of the things which concern the salvation of the· elect of God, there are "some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do
also the other Scriptures, unto their own destruction" (2 Peter iii.
16), it behoves us to consider the absolute necessity of having tho
wisdom which cometh from above, in order to apprehend correctly
the mysteries of Redemption. Have you then ~een taught by the
Spirit of God, as the Apostle Paul acknowledges himself to have been
instructed, whose preaching was not with enticing words of man's
wisdom 1 If of the same school with him, you have learned the truth
of the leading principles of sound knowledge, interwoven in the experience of everyone brought into the spiritual enjoyment of the grace
·of God. You have been made sensible of the state of degradation
into which you have fallen by the original transgression which
plunged the whole race of mankind into apostasy from God; and have
been constrained repeatedly tD acknowledge with the Apostle, " I know
that in me (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing; for to will
is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find
not" (Rom. vii. 18). So deeply infused is the infection of our natural
corruption, that it will remain within us, who are, nevertheless, partakers of the Divine nature, until the dissolution of the body shall
<lause it to cease for ever.* It must be evident to every reflecting
mind, that the existence of evil is not only a permanent part of our
(;Qnstitutional character, but always in action, excepting as brought
under moral or spiritual restraint. In addition to this consciousness
Df your condition by natural birth, you have been led to see the entire
helplessness of man to deliver himself from the depravity into which
.. See the Ninth Article of the Church.
R
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·he has fallen. Well might the Prophet exclaim, "0 Lord, by whom
shall Jacob arise'? for he is small" (Amos vii. 5). How can there be
the exercise of the love of God in a heart by nature at enmity with
Him 1 or spiritual affections, where there is no spiritual influeU'l81 or
apprehension of God, where all is as the darkness of death 1 Hence,
until the Lord shall regenerate the soul, there is nQ capacity for
spiritual service unto Him. Further, have you known, as the Apostle
so well understood, the powerful influence of the Spirit quickening
the soul unto eternal life1 Think not that that special evidence of
the grace of God is not now communicated as it was to the Church
in the days of the Apostle. Were not the chosen and called of God
then, as they are now, subject to transgression, encompassed with
infirmity 1 Are not the promises and powers of the Spirit the same
to us as to them, the miraculous gifts alone excepted 1 Doubtless
they are j and, therefore, to every enlightened soul, there must be the
experimental knowledge of that new life which bears witne'>s unto the
indwelling of God in the soul: "Hereby we know that He abideth in
us by the Spirit which He hath gil'en us" (1 John iii. 2-!).
80 very dissimilar is the new nature t Ims formed in the regenerate,
to that communicated by original birth, that it is impossible to partake of the former and be unconscious of its reception j as well might
an abject beggar, raised to the dignity of a prince, be supposed to be
1.Ulconscious of his elevation. Now, the mind and purpose of God
in bringing a sinner into the participa-tion of His grace, is certainly of
no small moment j for, indeed, the wondrous mercy of God in admitting to His favour and protection those who deserve wrath rather
tI1an salva-tion, is a great mystery. To reflect upon the subject we
are, however, encouraged by the Lord Himself, 'Who thus a-ddresses
the inquiring soul, "Ask Me of things to come concerninll My sons,
and concerning the work of My hands command ye Me" (Isaiah xlv.
11). Wha-t greater inducement ca-n we ha-ve to enter upon the subject
now before us 1 for the consideration of which "e will lloticeI. The Endearing State of Relationship, unto which there is an
appointment.
Il. The Manuer in which tha-t Relationship is brought to rn.ss
Ill. The Great First Cause giving rise to the same.
First, then, of this state of relationship.-It is that which exists
between a- fa-ther and his children j an endearing tie, which as it is
better known by a pa-rent than his offspring, so is this relative connexion better known by our heavenly Fa-ther than by us, who are his
adopted children. That the eternal Jehovah is the God and Fat-her
of all the families of the earth, we readily acknowledge. For the
common blessings of Providence all are entirely dependent upon Him,
and to Him our preservation is to be ascribed: hence it is written,
"Thou even Thou, art Lord alone j Thou hast made heaven, the
hea-ven of hea-vells, with all their host, the earth, and all things that
are therein, and Thou preservest them all" (Nehemiah ix. 6). But
although He is the common Parent of all mankind, yet, He does not
stand to all men in the relation as set before us in the text. There
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must be a separation from the mass of mankind ere this relative connexion can be made manifest, all it is said, "Come out from among
them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean
thing; and I will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye
shall be My sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty" (2 Cor. vi.
17, 18). Besides, the grace of adoption into the family of God is
accompanied with similarity or likeness, even as the features of a
child resemble those of a parent. What do by far the greater part
of mankind know of the influence of the grace of God, as set forth
in these words 1-" For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath
appeared to all men, teaching us that denying ungodliness and worldly
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present
world" (Titus ii. 11, 12), which grace is not to be understood of the
word of the Gospel, but of the saving grace of God on the rene~ved
soul, bearing evidence to all around of its influence by the lives and
conduct of those who partake of the same. The adoption we have to
speak of is the bringing out of the whole mass of mankind a certain
number into a state of Covenant favour with God: and in order to
show forth more expressly the value of that favour, let us observe
what the adopted are by nature.
They have an evil origin, being born of a corrupt race, all being
alike under the effects of the first transgression: hence David said,
"Behold, I wa.~ shapen in iniquity" (Psalm li. 5). And as you may
have seen the liquid metal poured into the mould, retaining in its
hardened state an unalterable likeness thereto, so it is with us, there
is no possibility of changing that corrupt state we inherit naturally.'
How deformed are we by natural birth, and how true that .: that
which is crooked cannot be made straight" (Ecc. i. 15).
The,re is in them, previous to regeneration, no assimilation to God.
Is it not very evident that all our inherent principles, and the actions
which flow therefrom, are contrary to the righteousness and holiness
of the Eternal Spirit 1 Where is the pure image in which man was
first created, and what of all moral actions, however co=endable in
themselves, if they proceed, as they mus~ do, from pride of heart,
where the grace of God is not 1 Surely then it behoveth us to adopt
this language in the fulness of its appropriation, "0 Lord; righteousness belongeth unto Thee, but unto us confus,ion of faces" (Dan. ix. 7).
And not only Sl?, there is not, while in such a state, any participation
of spiritual blessings, for as the Ephesians were, prior to the quickening influence of God's converting power, so are all the elect of God
previous to their manifest adoption: "At that time ye were without
Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers
from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in
the world ',' (Eph. ii. 12). What a plain assertion here of the destitute condition of an unrenewed soul, and how fully proved by its perpetual prevalency unto that which is evil!
From out of ma~kind, thus fallen and depraved, is the Lord pleased
to adopt unto Himself a remnant, according to the election of grace,
thereby constituting them a peculiar people. The Apo tIe uses the
ternl adoption in reference to a custom among the Jews. If anyone
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among them adopted the child of a stranger, that child was received
into the family as the child of the person adopting, partook of all
the privileges the children of the family enjoyed, was called after
the name of the father of the family, and subject to the regulations
by which the house was governed. Thus are the called of God received into the favour of His own unmerited mercy; and that which
was said of Israel, in a national sense, may be said of the whole
number brought under the protection of God, and the enjoyment of
His grace: "The Lord did not set His love upon you, nor choose
you, because ye were more in number than any people; for ye were
the fewest of all people: but because the Lord loved you" (Deut.
vii. 7, 8). 0 the wondrous love of the eternal Jehovah, that He
should bestow such grace upon us, who find, by daily experience, that
our manifold transgressions might justly procure for us the utmost
extent of His wrath among the sons and daughters of eternal perdition!
Being thus by the unmerited mercy of God become the objects of
His special regard, we come into the enjoyment of all spiritual blessings as our ordained inheritance. These blessings are- upplies of
the Spirit flowing from the fulness of the Triune J ehovah, such as
peace, and joy, and confidence; all bearing witness to the special
privileges unto which we are admitted. We now perceive there is no
condemnation towards us; that our manifold iniquities are and must
be for ever removed by that blood which cleanseth from all sin, that
the fulness of the love of God is entirely irrespective of any workl!l or
services done by us; and that His unchangeable faithfulness secures
to us His protection through life, so that we can say, "This God is
our God for ever and ever: He will be our guide even unto death"
(Psalm xlviii. 14).
Let us trace one step further this state of adoption; admitted
therein, we are brought under the parental care and direction of our
heavenly Father. No longer left entirely to the controlling influence of our own natural principles, and the habitual practices resulting therefrom, we are led, in the ties of filial obedience, to follow the
precepts of the law in the spirit of our Elder Brother, and as influenced
by His love, renewed from on high, we render service to our God.
This service cannot be in order to the obtaining His favour, for just
as a parent settles an estate upon his child, because he is his child,
and not because of benefit or service derived from him, so our eternal
inheritance is secured unto us by an unalterable legacy; and we do
the righteous will of our Father from love, because related unto Him
as His dear children, and are led by His Spirit tD walk in His fear.
This filial fear bears witness unto our adoption, and we know the
preciousness of those words, "Like as a father pitieth his children,
so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him" (Psalm ciii. 13). And
what is the desire of our wul under the impression that we are thus
regarded by Him, but that we may delight to do His will 7 the Lord
proving in us the truth of His own assertion: "Wilt thou not from
this time cry u,nto Me, My Father, Thou art the guide of my youth 7"
(Jer. iii. 4).
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This part of our subject must not be dismissed without particularly
observing that this endearing relationship never can be dissolved.
1'here is not a greater error existing than the presumption that those
who have been received into the special favour of God, may lose
their inheritance in His everlasting regard. Transgression doth indeed occasion the absence of the light of God's countenance; but if
it could remove an adopted child from under the Covenant of mercy,
there could not be salvation for any soul upon earth. We know,
however, by the unerring standard of eternal truth, that the Covenant
of grace secures the paternal love of the unchangeable J-ehovah, and
therefore we can say, "Now are we the sons of God, and it doth not
yet appear what we shall be: but we know that when He shall
appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is" (lJOM
iii. 2). Let us now conside'r•.
n. The Manner in which that Relationship is brought to pass.
Ere we enter upon this part of our subject I would take occasion
to notice that we have frequently set before us in the Written Word
clear and decisive illustrations of the practical effects arising from
adoption into the fanlily of God; observe particula,rly, the petition of
Christ unto the Father: "That our sons may be as plants grown up
in their youth; that our daughters may be as corner stone", polished
after the similtude of a palace" (Psalm cxliv. 12). From which we
learn, that the children of the most High are under the cultivation of
God, whose husbandry they are, and are ordained to bring forth
fruit; and as well might we expect that a field of corn, nurtured
under the auspicious beams of an autumnal sun, and ready for the
harvest, shall yield no produce, as that the plants of the Lord's right
hand planting shall yield no fruit of the Spirit.
That they are
moreover as 5tones dug from the quarry of human nature, fashioned
and polished by the Great Builder to form His spiritual temple
wherein He dwells. The unrenewed are as the wall of clay unable to
refleet the rays of the sun, but these polished stones reflect the bright
beams of grace cast upon them by the Sun of Righteousness; and are
united to each other by the cement of love which is the earnest of their
union unto Him in Whom they are "builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit" (Eph. ii. 22). Not only, however, are
we directed to observe the practical evidences of adoption, we are
also reminded (as set before us in the text) of the Way whereby
we are brought into that state of relationship with God: and how
graciously the Lord has been pleased to reveal unto us the hidden
wisdom by which the mysteries of redeeming love have been establir,.hed in the "everlasting Covenant ordered in all things and sure"
(2 Samuel xxiii. 5). Truly blessed are such of us as have proved
the truth of the assertion, "The secret of the Lord is with them that
fear Him; and He will shew them His covenant" (Psalm xxv. 14).It is our privilege to trace the streams of salvation flowing around us
up to their fountain head, and there contemplate the rise, of that
mighty river of life which proceeds from out of the Throne of God,
and of the Lamb.
(To be continued.)
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-This month completes the first half of the Mission year,
and I should be much encouraged to see the work greatly increase
during the rest of the year, if it please God. There is a great need of
increased funds to meet the many demands and pressing needs of the
work. On all hands we find openings where the truth might be circulated
,tmongst our brave soldiers and sailors, many of whom only hear a false
Gospel. Who amongst those who value the precious truth of God will
help us? I am indeed grateful t<;> those kind friends who have helped
us so largely of late, and I earnestly hope many others may be led to
give the work their earnest consideration and prayerful and practical
help. The brave men in both services have a strong claim on our
sympathy. Many of our friends would rejoice to see how truly grateful
these men are for the books of truth. Besides the various Gospel Books
and Magazines, we are enabled to place in their hands a large amount of
Protestant literature. I am hoping, if the Lord will, and funds permit,
to make a special effort to reach some fresh stations in various parts of
the world. I acknowledge, by request, a parcel with enclosures from
A. P. N., with many grateful thanks.
Yours sincerely,
Carnpbell Road, Salisbury, Ma1'ch, 1902.
R. E. BRIDER.

CHRIST THE GOD OF PROVIDENCE.
DEAR tried believer, always bear in mind there is nothing can happen
but He is overruling for your real good. Oh, then, never say, "All
these ~hings are against me." N ever dare to say, "If the Lord loves
me, why am I thus 1 'Vhy these trials and affiictions 1" He is
directing all things for your good He is presiding over it all, and
His arm, the arm of the mighty God of Jacob, is outstretched continually for your support, so that you need not fear any infernal spirit,
and no mortal man upon the face of the earth, whose "breath is in his
nostrils," and who is" crushed before the moth."- Watts Wilkinson.
IT is impossible that any ray and beam of Christ's glory can be
rightly taken up by the eye of faith, but the beholder of it is humbled
by the sight of it. And the brighter the discovery be, the more
humble will it make the man to be.-Tmil.
THERE is not the meanest believer, but in the real exercise of
faith in Christ, hath more glorious apprehensions of God, His wisdom,
goodness and grace, of all His glorious excellencies, than the most
learned and wise in the world can attain unto in the exercise· of reason
....n the proper object of it.-Dr. Owen.
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iJassing ®htnts.
A MONTHLY RECORD.
OUR troops in South Africa have sustained some serious reverses,
and although these have been counterbalanced to a certain extent by
some successes, yet the former will probably animate our foes with
fresh enthusiasm and encouragement, and tend to prolong the unhappy
struggle. At the time at which we write, General Lord Methuen, who
has done such good service during the War, is a prisoner, seriously
wounded, in the hands of the Boers; and by cunning strategy, dressing themselves in the uniforms of our soldiers, and rushing upon them
unawares, they have over-powered large bodies o~ our troops, and captured from them guns and horses, ammunition and stores. This is
greatly to be regretted, as, although it will not alter the final result,
it will, in all probability, involve an additional and utterly useless
waste of human life and treasure. 1'hese reverses, however, may be
a useful national lesson to us, humbling our pride, and teaching us to
depend less upon an ann of flesh; and they may also furnish a practical
illustration to the believer of the importance of watchfulness; for there
can be little doubt that our troops have been very negligent in this
respect, and that they have suffered greatly in consequence; their sentinels have repeatedly been found sleeping at their posts-even at posts
of extreme danger-and so soundly sleeping that their foes have
actually been able to creep up and slay them by battering in their
heads with heavy stones without their being, able to give any alarum;
and there evidently has also been great neglect in the precaution of·
scouting.
One would have thought that in a time of war, and in an
enemy's land, and with clever foes always on the alert, our officers
would have sent out scouts 'in every direction; but they appear, in
several cases, to have neglected this precaution, and the results have
been deplorable. So it may be spiritually with believers, if they forget
or neglect to watch and pray. [Lord Methuen has since been released.]
The conduct of our Colonies during ,this war has been admirable indeed, and quite· beyond all praise. It has been an object-lesson to the
world. Not only have they expressed, in the most public and enthusiastic ma=er, their sympathy with the Mother Country, but they
have shown that sympathy in the most practical ma=er, by sending
repeated contingents of splendid troops for active service in South
Africa, and offering to send more if required. Those troops also have
behaved in the most heroic ma=er, enduring without murmuring
continuous hardships, exposing themselves without hesitation to terrible
risks, and in numbers of cases sacrificing their lives. New Zealand has
especially distinguished itself in these respects, sending no less than
nine contingents, at a cost to the colony of £400,000, besides £3,000
yearly for pensions; and in one case, during the recent progress of the
war, seventy-five New Zealanders, being attacked by an overwhelming
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force of Boers, fought in the most gallant manner until no less than
sixty-one of them were killed or wounded! The Mother Country has
indeed rea~on ever to remember this wonderful devotion of her offspring.
Ireland is the only exception to this remarkable and unprecedented
state of things. Although a large number of Irishmen have been as.
loyal and devoted in this war as any subjects of the King could be, yet
the Irish Nationalists have been as irreconcilable as ever j and to their
lasting disgrace, when the news of Lord Methuen's reverse was announced in the House of Commons, their representatives there received
it with hilarious cheering, shouts of laughter, and clapping of hands!
These are the men that some of our leading politicians ha,e for yean
sought to propitiate, by such means as Roman Catholic Emancipation
and the confiscation "Of the Irish Church, and who would now still
further endeavour to propitiate them by the ruin of Irish landlords,
and the establishment of Home Rule j but while the Papa.cy is predominant in Ireland, and warps these men's minds as it does, they
might as well endeavour to propitiate the wild waves of the ocean, or
to give self-government to the inmates of a lunatic asylum.
Two pleasing incidents amidst the dark ones of the war are, first,
that the mining industry in the Transvaal is rapidly assuming its
former condition, only under much more favourable auspices j and that
thousands of natives are flocking thither from the East Coast and other
parts, and settling down contentedly under new regulations, the noble
Christian African chief, Khama, sending a first contingent from his
tribe, after he had been assured that they would not be supplied with
strong drink; and secondly, that some portions of the conquered territories are found to be marvellously fertile, and capable of yielding no
less than three successive crops a year. The special correspondent of
the" Daily Telegraph" writes from Johannesburg :-" This has been
a husbandman's year of plenty. But for the war the land had overflowed with abundance. Upon the Government farms, about which I
have written before, there have been magnificent crops, and more are
ripening to harvest. From the 10,000 tentative acres cultivated, over
two millions of bundles of forage have been reaped, and some twentyodd thousand tons of excellent potatoes are forthcoming. The first
export of agricultural produce from the Transvaal is now en route to
Cape Colony and Natal. It comprises 250 tons of excellent potatoes.
The inoculation and the breeding of a better class of cattle to stock
the ex-Boer farms has also begun. Are not these the best evidence;;
that can be given that we are nearing peace and happier days 1 "
It is stated by "The Times" correspondent in Belgium that a Bill
for the abolition of Sunday labour has been prepared by the" Conseil
Superieur du Travail," and that it will be dealt with very shortly by
the Belgian Chamber of Representatives. The industrial population
of Belgium certainly is a very hard worked one, and the amount of
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SWlda.y work is excessive; in fact, as "The Times''' correspondent remarks, "to the great proportion of the smaller shopkeepers, a.rtisans,
and mechanics, the Fourth Commandment is unknown in practice."
'fherefore, if the Bill is intended to have even the effect of making
Sunday la.bour optional instead of obligatory, the result will be of the
greatest benefit to the working classes of Belgium, and it may pave
the wa.y for still greate,r changes in the national habits with regard to
the Lord's Day.
We much regret that our King has seen fit to send a specia.l Envoy
to Rome, to congratulate the Pope, on his Majesty's behalf, upon the
occa.sion of his entering the twenty-fifth year of his Pontificate. The
Envoy wa.s received with special honour; but we do not see that there
was any necessity thus to flatter the Papacy. No doubt it was done
to please his Majesty's Roman Catholic subjects, but it is very doubtful whether they will prove themselves to be any more loyal on account
of it; and we regard it as a great mistake, for it is an encouragement
to error which we think no Protestant potentate ought to give.
A remarka.ble scene was witnessed in the House of Commons the
other evening, when one of the largest petitions, or series of petitions,
ever presented to Parliament, wa.s presented, asking that the King's
Declaration might not be tampered with. It was organised by the
Church Association, and it was signed by over half a million of the
King's subjects in Great Britain, the Colonies and British Possessions,
and also by British residents in several foreign countries. The signatures have been obtained in six months. Had time permitted, a much
larger number of signatures could have been secured. This monster
petition includes 284,647 signatures from England, 51,197 from Scotland, 16,949 from Ireland, 8,670 from Wales, and 2,369 from the
Channel Islands.

, !'

A remarkable address has been published which was given by an
ex-Roman Catholic priest, when he was ordained a pastor of the Reformed Church of France, at the end of last year. In it he said:" By birth I belong to one of those old Roman Catholic families who
consider that the supreme bliss of Christian life consists in having
a son as priest; for this, they think, gives them a.n infallible title to
the kingdom of heaven. In my childhood I was placed in a school
directed by 'religious,' who used various ' devotions' to create youthful piety in me; but I soon found tha.t these devotions to Mary, the
Sacred Heart, and the Saints, left the heart empty, and the will too
weak to resist tempta.tion. I then determined on a new course, and
left the devotions of the Virgin and Sa.ints for tha.t of the Saviour.
But not so did my heart find peace, for the Christ I sought was only
a Christ of imagination, which could not give rest to a. troubled soul;
so in this frame of mind I entered the seminary to prepare for the
priesthood. Here at least, I thought, I shall find peace, and learn to
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know Jesus Christ by ca,reful study of theology a.ud contact with
learned professors and pious candidates for the ministry. But though
. the worthy Sulpician Fathers excelled in a minute observance of external forms, nothing could exceed the' barrelmess and superficiality of
their teaching. Moreover, the daily enforced recitation of the Breviary
was to me the task of a slave dreading punishment, rather than the
expression of a soul coming to his Heavenly Father. Still I hoped
that ordination to the priesthood would bring relief, and I prepared for
it by all sorts of good works and mortifications. And, indeed, tears
of emotion fell from my eyes at my first Mass, when I saw my own'
parents and my spiritual director fall on their knees in adoration
before the God Whom by the magical words of consecration I had just
brought down from heaven upon the altar. Yet when the excitement
was over, I had still no better assurance of salvation or of the favour of
God towards me. I then became chaplain to a convent of nuns and
confessor-extraordinary to three other communities. I 'l'l'as delighted
at this, because I hoped to find with these pious souls the key of the
mystery which I sought. At the end of five years I was forced to confess that there perhaps less than elsewhere, not'l'l'ithstanding all appearances to the contrary, were to be found humility, charity, peace of
soul, and assurallce of salvation. I did, indeed, find some souls, clllefly
novices, who were more Christian tha.n Ca.tholic; but they were the
exception. I was almost in despair of ever finding peace of mind,
when I was summoned to the deathbed of my father. My father ha.d
been all his life a fervent Catholic, the right hand of the Cure in all
parish matters, and a member of the Parish Council. A few hours
before llls death he called me to his side, and in a dying voice uttered
these extraordinary words: c My son, I have never known the vVord of
God, but I should have liked to have known it; I believe there is no
truth elsewhere.' I went back to my post, and began to read my
neglected Bible. The light was not long in coming. I found in the
Gospels and the Epistle to the Romans words wlllch opened new horizons to my view." After this he felt obliged to renounce Romanism,
fo·r he says, c. More and more the Mass, and the multitude of functions
and devotions, which ruin the conscience and mind of a priest, weighed
heavily upon my soul; " and he resolved to enter the French Protestant
pastorate. He adds, that a.lthough his heart is sometimes sad as he
thinks" of his mother and of the friends who have ca.st him off," yet
" his soul is full of joy, hecause it dwells in light and peace."
A striking testimony to the importance of missions to the heathen
is given in a recent number of the " Sunday at Home." It refers to
the late popular wri~er, Mr. R. L. Stevenson. Mr. Stevenson was at
one time strongly opposed to missionary work, but when he went to
reside in the Islands of Samoa, and saw with llls own eyes the wonderful effects produced by the Gospel upon the natives there, he completely altered his opinions, and openly acknowledged the fact. In
a speech which he delivered at Sydney in 1893, he said :-" I had conceived a great prejudice against missions in the South Seas, and had
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no sooner come there than that prejudice was at first reduced, and
then at last annihilated.
Those who deblatterate against missions
have only one thing to do-to come and see them on the spot. They
will see a great" deal of good done; they will see a race being for'warded in many different directions, and, I believe, if they be honest
persons, they will cease to complain of mission work and its effect."
Opponents of foreign missions might do well to notice and ponder ovm'
these words, and supporters of foreign missions may be encouraged by
them..
The Rev. J. Heywood Horsbmgh, a missionary, who has spent SOllle
years in China, but. who is at present in England, makes a very strong
appeal for fresh missionary labourers. He says :---" ''Vhen in England
eleven years ago I wrote regarding missionary candidates: 'The crying need of China to-day is of hundreds of ordinary people filled with
the Spirit of God.' After some years of further experience in the
interior of that great country, strengthened conviction leads me to
repeat that statement.
The deplorable state of our fellow-men ill
China, the fact that the Chinese are for the most part- a simple people,
and that they are so easily accessible, lend mgency to our Master's
command, and make it our immediate duty to send, the messengen
of God to them, whether from mansion or frOlIl cottage. In the second
place, can anybody doubt that there are in every town, and in almost
every village, some men alld women of ordinary endowment, wellgrounded Christians, who-excuses and trivialities aside-might go
to the heathen 1 I believe there are scores of such Christians now at
home who might be doing a plodding, quiet, but very useful work ill
China. Thirdly, is there a town, is there a parish, where the Christiam
are not able, if they follow Christ, to support Olle or more of their
!lumber in the mission-field 1 About £50 might be needed for travelling expenses and a very moderate but sufficient outfit. Afterwards,
in Inland China, £50 a year or less per missionary would usually cover
all necessary expenses. 'l'he nations cannot be evangelized until the
Churches are seeking out men and sending them. When Christians
reach this elementary stage in missionary interest the Gospel will
soon be preached throughout the world. For many years the longing
has remained with me to lend a helping hand to some of those whose
way into the mission-field is difficult; but I have not felt- free to do
so. Now I am free, and shall prize any opportunity God gives me of
using my services in this direction_ I believe God is leading me to a
new district quite unevangelized in the interior of China. In going
back to that land, I should rejoice to be able to receive, or to arrange
for the reception of, God-called la.bourers who otherwise might not be
able to go." Mr. Horsburgh's present address is 19, Guildford Road,
Tunbridge Wells. That a marvellous change is taking place in Chula
with respect to the reception of the Gospel is evident from the following fact: During the first eight days of the present year orders were
received at the Shanghai depot for upwards of 150,000 copies of
Scripture, of which about 15,000 are Bibles and Testaments.
D. A. D.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SECRETAltY OF THE SOCIETY.

THE date of the Annual Meeting has been altered from Monday, April
28th, to the following day, at the same hour; particulars will be found
on the Advertisement page. 'l'he friends of the Society in Woolwich
convened a meeting on its behalf during the last month. Mr. W.
Bumstead, a member of the Board, presided, and addresses were given
by the Secretary and the Rev. E White. A large audience was present,
and the financial results were encouraging.
'fhe inmates of the Hornsey Rise Asylum have been entertained at
Tea in the Asylum Hall; our aged friends were cheered by such an
opportunity of social intercourse with one another and "ith the Lady
Visitors. In the evening a Lecture, illustrated by limelight Yiews, was
given by M1'. E. Ash, entitled" Over the Pyrenees ano Through Spain."
The Rev. W. Sinden and other friends took part in the proceedings.
The new "Quarterly Record" is now ready. It contains three
illustrations and a variety of matter bearing upon the work of the
Institution. An excellent portrait of the late Mr. John Gadsby, with a
biographical sketch, will interest many. Copies will be supplied upon
application.
.
A recent letter from a S;lanish pensioner, who has been marvellously
delivered from the bondage of Popery, will speak for itself :-" I give a
thousand thanks to God, who, without merit on my part, has been
pleased to help a poor old stranger here, and I give many thanks to all
those Members of the Society~ who have interested themselves in me.
May God bless all their work, and may they one day receive the crown
incorruptible, which is worth all the sacrificeS of this life. Once more
your poor servant and sister gives thanks in the name of the blessed
Jesus."
PRAYING ALWAYS.
THIS is the glorious privilege of every saint on earth, who when
he prays hath liberty to come up to the throne of God (who is
surrounded with the glorious angels), and pour ont his soul into His bosom
as freely as the child to his indulgent father. Oh, thank our good
Friend and Brother, the Lord Jesus Christ for this; it is He who
brings us into the presenc€ of God, and sets us before His face,
Whose face need a dear
as Joseph his brethren before Pharaoh.
saint fear to look upon who may thus speak to his reconciled God
and Father 7-G1.t1'nall.
IT was no improper saying concerning the Gospel, used by a minister
in preaching to an ignorant people, "The Gospel," he said, " is
nothing but good news, that a rich man is come into the country to
pay poor folk's debts." On this errand the Father sent Christ, and for
this end we should believe on Him.-Tmil.
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The Recollections o} the Very Rev. G. D. Boyle, late Dean of
Salisbury. London: Edward Arnold. Pp. 302.
Two remarkable things are noticeable in these "Recollections;" one
is the extraordinary number of eminent perRons whom the author
became acquainted with, especially in the earlier years of his life, and
the second is his wonderful recollections of -them; for it appears that
he did not keep any diary or memoranda, and yet he mentions
their names and sayings, and a considerable variety of circumstances
about them, apparently with accuracy, and all from memory. 'l'his
book would probably have been more generally interesting if it had
been written in a more autobiographical style, and if it had given
more personal incidents in the author's life, similar to the Dean of
Bristol's interesting book, entitled, "Phases of my Life." The
testimony which the author gives to the effect of perversion upon
persons who were led astray by the evil influence and teaching of
Dr. Pusey, is very striking; he says :-" I have, unfortunately, had
many friends who submitted themselves to Pusey as a spiritual
guide, and fully adopted his theory of confession and direction,
and in nearly every case I ha'IJe seen tmces of enfeebled intellect, and
what I 'must call loss of real 1nO?'al percepti01b. If the system, so
zealously advocated by Pusey, were ever to be generally adopted,
a bad time would come to English homes."
This testimony was
strongly confirmed by some of his acquaintances. For example, John
Gibson Lockhart, whose son-in-law and only daughter joined the
Church of Rome, said :-" My son-in-law and daughter are not the
same as they were in the English Church. They have lost tone, they
have lost character, and there is a sort of superstition about them."
Similarly Lord Elgin said respecting a friend of his ivho became a
pervert to Rome :-" In his youth he was delightfully tender in
conscience, and I often admired his evident desire to rule his life,
but I was surprised to find when we met many years afterwards,
that he looked on dinner as the great event of the day, talked a
great deal too much about vintages, and snuffed immoderately.
We came to close quarters, and he told me he lived under direction,
had his life mapped out for him, and hfid very little trouble. I
marvelled at the change, and was not edified."

The Fireside contains-besi~e two serial tales-an interesting
account of the noble work carried on by Lady Visitors in "mean
streets" of the Metropolis.; particulars of the" Painter of the Alps,"
the clever Italian artist Giovanni Segantini, who died recently at
a comparatively early age; of Oxford "Schools"; of "A Walking
Tour," &c.; and an ill8tructive Easter meditation by the Editor on
"The Stone at the door of the Sepulchre."
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The Day of Days speaks strongly upon the importance of organizing
a National League to check the circulation of morally poisonous
literature, giving particulars of the way in which such literature is
circulated and encouraged, and the fearful amount of evil which it
fosters. Also, a striking "Lesson for Lent," by the Rev. F. Harper,
on "The Look of Jesus."
Horne Words contains "Monthly Notes for the Church's Year";
Hemedies for "Every-day Accidents"; "Clubs and Young Men's
Institutes"; remarkable particulars of "The Toilers of the CoalFields" ; illustrations of the" Cathedrals of the West"; thoughts
for " The Quiet Hour," by the Dean of Norwich, &c.

.,
.", ,

Hand and Heart consists of a portion of a powerful story (to be
completed in two numbers), entitled, "A Black Diamond," dealing
with the Negro Problem, which now faces Great Britain so
prominently in South Africa and elsewhere.
"HOLD FAST."
DEAR children of God, ever bear this solemn truth in mind, that Satan
is YOUI' malicious foe, YOUI' constant and unwearied enemy, ever sleepless, and always labouring to injure you and do you harm. It is his
constant object fo wound and worry, if he cannot kill and destroy. He
is an unseen enemy, who is always near you, about your path, and
spying out all your ways, and prepared to suit his fearful temptations
to the special weak points of God's dear children. Solemn truth, he
knows us far better than we know ourselves. The best of saints has
but very little idea how many vile suggestions in his heart come from
Satan, and what a restless adversary stands at his right hand. Therefore I say, be much in prayer, that you may have grace to "Hold fast
your profession to the end."-Bishop Ryle.

THE EVERLASTING COVENANT.
DEAR believers, this Jesus is your Jesus, who is the Mediator of
the new Covenant. Corruption is rr;tighty; enemies are mighty; but
He who loves you, and who reIgns for you, is far mightier.
When He ascended 'on high, "He led captivity captive," and
laughed to scorn the enemies of His dear people. He gives strength
and power to His people, and bafHes all the schemes of their
enemies-the world, the flesh, and the devil."-Dean Goocle.
.ALL men set too high a value upon their own services;. sinfu1
creatures would fain make God a debtor to them, and be purchasers
of, felicity; 'they would not have it conveyed to them by God's
sovereign bounty, but by an obligation of justice upon the value of
their works. This is natural to corrupted man.-Oha1·nock.
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