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CHANGE OF RAIMENT.
"And I will dothe thee with change of raiment."-ZECH. iii. 4.

is said in Scripture on the subject of the spiritual garments
wherein alone sinners can acceptably appear before the infinitely
holy GOD. We read of garments to be " put off," and of garments
to be "put on." GOD-made raiment is extolled, and man-made
substitutes are judicially denounced. Sin and clothing are
immediately associated in the book of Genesis. As soon as sin
perverted the mind and judgment of man, he set himself to cover
his disgrace and. to cloak his guilt. Alas, what were plucked,
~thering fig-leaves, and what the d~nsest thicket of trees in the
garden, when the searching Eye of Divine justice had to be met 1
A convicted conscience ever flies to a false refuge for a covert, until
the grace of GOD reveal the true way of escape from the wrath
to come. AnAM and EVE in their sins, and clothed with aprons
which their own hands made, prefigured the condition of' their
fallen posterity, who to this day seek to justify themselves before
GOD by works of righteousness which they themselves have
wro,ught.
;Some one has aptly called attention to the fact that all man-made
garments of religion are described in Scripture as" Original, but
not sufficient (Gen. iii. 7) ; natural, but not clean (Zech. iii.) ; smart,
but useless (Isa. lxiv. 6) ;' and mended, but made worse (Mark ii.
21)." What God said of religious, self-righteoUs ISRAEL of old, is
MUCH
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true to-day of all who think to clothe themselves with the merits of
their own obedience. "Their webs shall not become garments,
neither shall they cover themselves with their own works" (Isa.
lix. 6). The gaudiest robe of human righteousness is in the pure
sight of the GOD of justice nothing but "filthy rags." It is a
leprous covering, fit only to be fuel for the fire. The leprosy of
sin is inherent in the warp and the woof of it. Thus, GOD can have
nothing to do with the defiled, flesh-spotted righteousness with
which the pride of man's heart adorns him. He wholly rejected
the perishable vesture with which the first transgressors sought to
veil themselves in His sight. The false principle that underlay
the act of guilty ADAM and EVE in " making themselves" garments
to hide their shame, was that it was a presumptuous attempt to
conceal their disobedience. There was no recognition in it of the
atonement due to the offended justice of GOD. Thus, they were
called into the Divine presence, clothed' with the emblems of their
alienation from their MAKER, and producing thereby overwhelming
eVidence of their guilt. The righteous sentence of the MOST HIGH
was then passed upon them. They were driven from Paradise.
But, blessed be GOD, free and sovereign grace met their hopeless
condition. The eternal counsels of redeeming love had anticipated
their ruin, and help bad been laid for them upon One Who was
'mighty (Ps. !xxxix. 19)-the LAMB slain from the foundation of
the world. In type, this marvellous manifestation of unmerited
favour was enacted by the procedure of the GOD of Salvation.
.The work of Divine grace, in the case of the guilty pair in Eden,
really began when they became conscious that they needed to be
clothed. They were made to realise painfully their moral loss
through disobedience. They wp-re next compelled to come into
the condemning light, and to hear the t~rms of their merited
condemnation. And it was at this supreme crisis-where sin
abounded-that grace was made" much more" to abound. AB
has been already said, adequate expiation for the guilt of sin can
alone remove its conse<juences. "Without shedding of blood is
no remission" (Heb. ix. 22). Now, how was this fundamental
moral truth vindicated? What is written? "Unto ADAM also,
and .to his wife, did the LORD GOD make coats of skins, and clothed
them" (Gen. iii. 21). It is interesting to notice that the original
.Hebrew of, this Scripture is not·" skins," but skin, although the
Authorized translation renders the noun in plural form. .The
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covering wherewith the LORD GOD clothed ADAM and EVE was
the "skin" of but one divinely sacrificed animal, so pointing
onwards to CHRIST, the one only sacrificial'victim, once offered,
whose blood and righteousness provide the "wedding garment"
in which the believing sinner appears acceptably in the presence of
GOD. Be it well observed, too, that it was GOD Himself Who
selected the animal for sacrifice. It was He who took the" skin"
of the slain victim. It was He who made of it the covering robe
for the guilty man and woman. It was He, Who put on them this
goodly raiment. He it was Who thus "found a ransom." Blood
was shea-life was taken-in order that guilt !night figuratively
be atoned for, and a substituted righteousness be provided for
those who had none of their own.
There is'implied in the word'rendered " coats" the idea of tunics,
and the same word is employed to designate the ample Ivestment
worn by Aaron, the high priest, a covering that reached from the
neck to the ankles, "the skirts of his garments" referred to in
Psalm cxxxiii. We may be sure that the raiment so graciously
designed and provided to meet the shameful condition of the guilty
was perfect-alike in its quality, suitability, and measure. The
imputed righteousness of CHRIST, which is "unto all, and upon
all them that believe," so effectually enwraps the person of the
favoured sinner that he is viewed by the GOD of absolute justice
as " holy, and unblameable, and unreproveable " (Col. i. 22). This
goodly vesture, like the "coat" which JESUS Himself wore, and
for which the Roman soldiers cast lots so as not to rend it, is
"without seam, woven from the top throughout" (.Tohn xix. 23).
As someone has said, " Neither can the robe of CHRIST'S righteousness be divided; every soul must have it whole." Did the four
Roman soldiers know how to value the seamless robe of 'J'ESUS ~
How much more do believers in Him know how to prize the perfect
righteousness which His meritorious life and death have secured
for them ~ Did those pagan guardsmen recognize the fact that a
divided garment would be valueless to them ~ So the HOLY SPIRIT
teaches the awakened sinner to see that he needs the entire obedience
of his gracious Substitute and Saviour to be placed to his soul's
account. "Not having !nine own righteousness," as wrote the
Apostle Paul, "which is of the law, but that which is through the
faith of CHRIST, the righteousness which is of GOD by faith." This
seamless, spotless robe of righteousness, clothed upon the believing
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sinner, is none other than the "soft raiment" which becomes
those who dwell in the house of the King of saints. It is a right
royal vesture. Nor may it be thought that this" goodly raiment"
is designed to hide "filthy garments" of the natural man. For
the word of GOD'S grace, when spoken of a called sinner is, " Take
(Jway the filthy garments from him" (Zech. ill. 4). The work of
salvation is to make all things new, not to merely cover over the
old and corrupt things of the natural man. " The flesh profiteth
nothing." The Divine declaration in its entirety, as recorded by
the prophet, is, "And He answered and spake unto them that
stood before Him, saying, Take away the filthy garments from him.
And unto· him He said, Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to
pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of raiment."
Oh, W'hat a marvellous change of raiment is it for a wretched sinner
to be "made the righteousness of GOD" in CHRIST, the Righteous
One! The robe with which the free-grace justification of a
believing sinner invests him is that of a royal priesthood. Temple
service is the v()cation of all God's justified people. They are a
people" nigh unto Him." Through CHRIST, their High Priest,
they have access into the Holiest of all, and are enabled to come
with boldness into the sacred chambers of JEHOVAH'S presence.
"lie brought me into the banqueting house, and His banner over
me was love." When the LORD bids the redeemed objects of His
love 'into "His chambers," He beautifies them with His Own
comeliness! There is no spot, or wrinkle, or blemish in believers
as they stand before God, "accepted in CHRIST JESUS." They
are" complete in Him." Who can lay anything to the charge of
Gon's elect, justified, called, and kept people 1 If He, Who
redeemed them from the wra.th to come with His precious blood,
declare of them, as His Bride and His Body, "Thou art all fair,
My love; there is no spot in thee," who can gainsay or reverse it 1
SATAN cannot. The world cannot. Flesh and blood cannot.
The Law cannot. Death and the grave cannot. ." Thanks,"
then, "be to Gon, which giveth us the victory through our LORD
JESUS CHRIST." Through Htm, as PAUL taught his' hearers at
Antioch in Pisidia, "all that believe are justified from all things,"
from which they could never be accounted clear by the Law of
MOSES.
Well, then, may poor, helpless sinnera, when enabled by the
HOLY SPIRIT to sorrow for their guilt and to trust their whole case
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into the hands of

JESUS,

Who is mighty to save, triumphantly

sing :.. He.lleluj&h ! who shall part
Ohrlst's own church from Chrisfs own heart?
Sever from the Saviour's side
Soul. for whom the Saviour died?
CMt one preoious jewel down
From Emmanuel's blqod-bought crown ?
Hallelujah I shall the sword
Part us from our glorious Lord?
Trouble dire or dark disgraoe
From His heart our names erase?
Famine, nakedness, or hate.
Us from ;Jelus separate?
Hallelujah I lite nor death,
Powers aboTe. nor powers beneath,
Satan's might, nor hell's de.rk gloom,
Things which are, nor things to come.
Men nor angels, e'er she.ll part
Christ's own churoh from Christ's own heart! "
THE EDITOR.

WE must all have something to bring us to the grave. Before that
time comes, oh, that we may be brought nearer to God! No wonder
that I, at my time of life, have admonitions in plenty that the time
of my departure is near at hand. Oh, for grace to be ripe for glory!
-Rowland Hill.
b is an evidence of spiritual infancy to dwell exclusively upon the
incarnation of Christ. He appeared on earth to reveal God to man
and to put away sin. This is most important and comforting. But,
after resurrection, in the spiritual and glorified body he has gone back
to heaven, and appears before the face of God for us. Just as true as
God was on earth, so now there is a man in heaven in Christ Je~us.
He was and is still, "very God of very God, and very Man of very
man." The true God and eternal life were revealed on earth then,
and the true Man, possessing that life, is revealed in heaven now. Just
as we saw the Father on earth, so God now sees the many sons of his
family in heaven, as they will be, in Jesus Christ. He has entered
heaven as the Forerunner of a coming army of many millions; he is
the Mediator of all mercies to the world; he is the High Priest of
intercession for the needs of his struggling church; and he is the
Advocate for every individual believer who has trust~d in His saving
power. There is a man in the glory, and his presence there now is a
pledge and prophecy of our reaching that same glory by and by. He
appears in heaven for us now.-Anon.
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REDEEMED.
" In whom we have redemption through His blood."-EpHES. i. 7.

WE lately were engaged in reviewing a book for the Press whose
soundness, Scriptural character; and marked spirituality produced
a most favourable impression on the mind and judgment. In the
course of our examination of the volume the following simple but
pregnant statement deeply moved the heart. The author said:
" In a little rural town in England, which I sometimes visit, just
at a spot where the grey houses melt into the soft country lanes,
there lies, in 'God's acre,' one tomb which has a strange, weird
fascination, calling me back again and again to gaze upon its
inscription, 'John Harris, died 1898. Redeemed.' I know nothing
of this buried saint, nor would the name attract me; but the great
wealth of meaning and glory in the one word 'Redeemed' has
often brought tears to my eyes, and flutterings to the heart, and
I have felt as though I would almost like to stretch down under
the very earth and grasp the hand, cold skeleton though it be,
of this unknown brother in our common Lord and Saviour (pity,
is it not, that the same sympathy is not practical and real enough
to touch the living hands above the sod ~); and thus, I am
persuaded, would we feel towards men and women in God's
genealogies if we had but His heart; for all believers are brethren,
and' we are members one of another,' through grace-into glory."
This witness is true. Alas! how feeble is our apprehension of the
fact of the Divine brotherhood in which we are on earth bound up
with the blood-purchased family of our one Father! There is,
indeed, an unfathomable depth of signification in that brief,
inspired expression in the Epistle to the Ephesians, "The whole
Family· in heaven and earth." It is by blood-the blood of
redemption-that this indissoluble unity is secured. The human
family, as such, is said to be " made ot one blood," but the Church
of God" He hath purchased with His own blood" (Acts xvii. 26,
and chap. xx. 28).
Creation and Redemption are thus differentiated. The blood
of Him who is God is the equivalent of the ruin of the hell-deserving,
but eternally loved subjects of Covenant redemption. The blood
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of mere man were no ransom. Nothing but the blood-that is,
the life-" the precious blood of Christ, as. of a lamb without
blemish and without spot," could adequately satisfy the awful
claims of Divine justice against sin, and righteously atone for-the
wrong committed against the honour and majesty of Jehovah.
The cross-that is, the vicarious death of Jesus-is the one and
only answer to the greatest of ;questions-" How can man be
justified with God ~ or, how can he be. clean that is born of a
woman ~" The facts of the Gospel dispose of the difficulty.
By His "agony and bloody sweat; by His cross and passion;.
by His precious death and burial; by His glorious resurrection
and ascension," Jesus has morally and legally made an end of all
the sins that were imputed to His Person, so that they can be
"remembered no' more" against their perpetrators. By faith
this marvellous display of free grace is apprehended and enjoyed;
and as an intelligent understanding of the principles of equity and
grace on which the Gospel is founded is wrought in the heart and
judgment by the Holy Spirit, peace and restfulness of soul become
the settled habit of the man of God. The faith of the intelligent
believer centres in Christ in heaven, where He " appears" hefore
God and the Father for the redeemed objects of His love. The
exaltation of Him Who was "made a curse" for His brethren
furnishes to the spiritual mind an assurance and an indemnity
which the ever-fluctuating conditions of sense and circumstance
are powerless to affect. The essential fact that our Divine Sinbearer and penal Substitute is now possessed of "all power in
heaven and on ejl.rth " can be. overthrown or rendered of no ,effect
by nothing conceivable in the entire region of nature. Faith,
at her worst times, can point to the throne of the Lamb that was
slain, and confute every accuser with the declaration, "My
Surety is crowned! "
Redemption, through the blood of the now glorified Immanuel,
is the heritage of believers-of every degree of faith, Little faith,
being gracious faith, has an everlasting portion in the Redeemer
equally with great faith-though, perhaps, a more limited measure
of present enjoyment. All such contrasts, however, shall cease
when faith gives place to sight. Who can question that the joy of
doubting Thomas was a whit behind that of Peter or John, when
once with his own eyes he looked upon his Lord and his G.odJ
It is indeed more blessed as a present condition, to believe
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without seeing; yet the faith which, in the dark, longs to see Him,
shall in the end be consummated and compensated. The gracious
character and the faithful promises of our adorable Redeemer
ensure His people that bruised reeds shall never by Him be broken,
or smoking flax be quenched by His hand. For the weakest lamb
in His flock He paid the same price as for the strongest sheep, and
both are equally precious to His heart. Thus the meanest,
poorest, and most helpless of those who trust in Jesus only for
salvation is entitled to a full share with the "whole family in
heaven and earth" in the claim-" In Whom we have redemption
through His blood." It is the -right of every true believer to
rejoice in the unalterable truth-" He loved me, and gave Himself
for me." It is the office of the Holy Spirit to apply this sweet
truth in each particular case. And it is also His delightful office,
for to glorify Christ is His greatest pleasure. "He shall glorify
Me: for He shall receive of Mine, and shall show it unto you."
An unapplied redemption is no redemption.· But Christ so died
&8 to secure to Himself the fruits of His sacrifice, and therefore He
ellBured the applicatory work of the Spirit for His redeemed. By
the will of the Father the offices of Christ the Redeemer, and of
the Spirit, the Revealer, are inseparable. Redemption by Christ
and 1'egeneration by the Spirit are co-extensive in their reference
to persons,'and both are dependent on the love and purpose of the
Father. "All that the Father giveth Me, shall come to Me; and
Him that cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast out." This precious
salvatiQn-trlith is tersely set forth in that one verse in the eighth
chapter of the Epistle to the Romans: "Moreover whom He
[i.e. the Father] did predestinate, them He also called [i.e. by the
Spirit]; and whom He called, them He also justified [i.e. by Christ];
and whom He justified, them He also glorified." Thus the work
of the Triune God is four-square-predestination, vocation,
justification, and glorification are so joined together that eternity
itself will fail to separate or to weaken their Divine cohesion. In
Christ the redeemed have redemption in all its aspects, namely,
redemption from condemnation, from the second death, from the
dominion of sin, from the tyranny of Satan, from the snares of
the world, and from the bondage of the flesh. Redeemed sinners
are the sole property of their Lord. His service, therefore, is their
grateful, praiseful obligation. The first song recorded in the Bible
is a song of redemption (Exod. xv.). True, that redemption was
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but temporal in its nature. Yet it was a type of "eternal
redemption" through the blood of the true Paschal Lamb, and
it calls for unceasing song. The sweetest and loudest note in the
anthem of the glorified hereafter will be the triumphant note of
redemption.

Oh, fellow heirs in this blessed hope, let us seek grace to sing
redemption's song even here in the house of our pilgrimage.
"0 give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good; for His mercy
endureth for ever. Let the redeemed of the Lord say 80, whom
He hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy; and gathered'
them out of the lands from the east, and from the west, from the
north, and from ihe south." Let us " say so," not only with our
lips, but in our lives, "by giving ourselves up to His service, and
( by walking before Him in holiness and righteousness all the days
of our life." Ours it is to be occupied in bearing faithful, patient,
humble testimony "till He come." What if this mean rejection
at the hands of a world that knoweth Him not!
11

Servant of Christ, stand fast amid the Bcorn
9f men who little know or love thy Lord;
Turn not aside from toil; cease not to warn,
Comfort and teach. Trust Him for thy reward;
A few more moments' suffering, and then
Cometh sweet rest from all thy heart's deep pain.

.. For grace pray much, for much thou needest grace;
If men thy work deride-what can they more?
Christ's weary foot thy path on earth doth trace;
If briars wound thee, they pierced Him bt'fore.
Press on, look up, though clouds may gather round;
Thy place of service He makes hallowed ground.
.. Have friends fOrSaken thee, and cast thy name
Out as a worthless thing! Take courage, then,
Go, tell thy Master, for they did the same
To Him Who once in patience toiled for them.
Yet He was perfect in all service here,
Thou oft hast failed: this maketh Him more dear.
.. Self-vindication shun: if in the right,
What gamest thou by taking from God's hand
Thy cause! If wrong, what dost thou but invite
Satan himself thy friend-in-need to stand?
Leave all with God: if right, He'll prove thee so ;
If not, He'll pardon-therefore to Him go.
.. Be not men's servant: think what costly price
Was paid that thou may'st His Own bondsman be.
Whose service perfect freedom is. Let this
Hold fast thy heart. His claim is great on thee:
None should thy soul enthral, to whom 'tis given
To serve on earth with liberty of heaven.
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" All His are thine to serve; Christ's brethren here
Are needing aid; in them thou servest Him,
The least of all is still His member dear;
The weakest cost His life-blood to redeem.
Yield to no party what He rightly claims
Who on His heart bears all His people's names.

" Be wise, be watchful; wily men surround
Thy path. Be careful, for they seek with care
To trip thee up; see that no plea be found
In thee thy Master to reproach. The snare
They set for thee will then themselves enclose,
And God His righteous judgment thus disclose.
" , The time is short.' Seek little here below;
Earth's goods would cumber thee and drag thee down,
Let daily food suffice; care not to know .
Thought for to-morrow-it may never come.
Thou can'st not perish; for the Lord is nigh,
And His Own care will all thy need supply."

J. O.

Olifton.

A FUNERAL HYMN.
COME to the grave, but do.not fear,
o children of the skies ;
The form we now are hiding here
Shall soon in glory rise.
Weep if you must, for Jesus wept,
And nature's ties are strong;
But our departed friend has kept
A festival of song.
And Christ has found an answered prayer,
That one more of His own
Has ceased to sin, and come to share
His glory and Hia throne.
So thankfully we lay at last
Our blessed dead aside;
For every pain of theirs is past,
And every tear is dried.
Come to the grave, but do not fear,
Since only through the tomb
Does Jesus Christ, till He appear,
Take His beloved home.
Galleywood.

M. A.

CHAPLIN.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" To him that overcorneth will I grant to sit with Me in My throne, even
as I also overcame, and am set down with My Father in His throne."
-REV. ill. 21.
.

AT this season of Easter may our hearts be tuned to sing afre8h the
glories of a risen Saviour, an exalted Saviour, and a returning Saviour.
In one of our hymns we sometimes sing, "For if His going was expedient,
surely His return is bliss." That is the believer's great and" blessed
hope"! How the contemplation of this glorious truth should (and
does under grace-sanctifying influence) tone our lives and tinge the
black cloud of sorrow, causing us to " look up " from these lowlands
of change and decay; to look away from the grave of death and
corruption to the glories of resurrection life spoken for each one of His
precious redeemed ones-" Because I live, ye shall live also." Thus,
whilst we look int{) the grave where the Lord lay (mark the tense of
the verb as all past), we see what He accomplished there for us, and
we look up by faith to those heavenly regions and see the Mighty
Conqueror seated there, victorious over death; hell, and the strength
of the law, and know that thither He will bring, sooner or later, every
blood-washed sinner, and will have him seated with Himself in the
heavenlies. Now "it is this posture which occupies my mind at this
time, and may the Lord the Spirit unfold the word and own the
contemplation to our hearts, that we may be richly blessed and edified
therein. Faith's glimpse-within the veil sees Jesus seated and "crowned
with glory and honour." He had declared to His Father, "I have
finished the work Thou gavest Me to do," and He has "entered into
rest" consequently. It was foretold of Him, by the inspired prophet
Zephaniah, "He will rest in His love." And this He is doing in His
Church as complete in Him. What a beautiful type we have of our
Lord Jesus Christ in Solomon. Turn to the tenth chapter of the first
book of Kings, and see King Solomon at the completion of his temple.
He is visited by the Queen of Sheba, who " came to prove him with
hard questions." She came fitly prepared to visit that king who
" exceeded all the kings of the earth for riches and for wisdom." And
it was " when she communed with him of all that was in her heart"
that the king" told her all her questions; there was not anything hid
from the king, which he told her not." Beloved reader, when you and
I, as redeemed sinners, Bride of the King Immanuel's heart, be brought
in unto Him in the glory to see and commune with Solomon's great
antitype, we shall know all with Sheba's queen, and much more. He
will tell us all His heart. We shall see all His glory, aye, and partake
in it, share His throne, and like her exclaim, "It was a true report that
I heard in mine own land, of thy acts and of thy wisdom. Howbeit
I believed not the words until I came and mine eyes had seen it; and
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behold the half was not told me; thy wiRdom and thy prosperity
exceedeth the fame which I heard"; (margin) "Thou hast added
wisdom and goodness to the fame." Yes, throughout eternity we shall
ever be proving--'-" The half was not told me." The wonder to my
own soul is that with the grace, given in anticipation of such a kingly
inheritance, my life below is so pauper-like, so grovelling, so slow to
rise to even now possess and rejoice in those eternal realities, of which
I have the earnest in my heart! Now, the Queen of Sheba saw" all
Solomon's wisdom, and the house that he had built, and the meat of
his table, and the sitting of his servants, and the attendance of his
ministers and their apparel, and his cup-bearers, and his ascent by
which he went up unto the house of the Lord; and there was no
more spirit in her."
The king's work was complete, and thus he is seated at his table and
.. he gave unto her of his royal bounty." She saw" tbe meat of his
table, and the sitting of his servants, and the attendance of his
ministers." Oh! what a lovely picture of the work of grace in glory
of our greater than King Solomon! My heart is overwhelmed in its
contemplation as I write, with very gladness at its nearing fulfilment,
that amongst the" King's daughters," made" all glorious within,"
l shall soon "be brought unto the King in raiment of needlework
. . . . with gladness and rejoicing" to enter" into the King's palace."
Mark you, dear reader, King Solomon's servants are selJted at their
king's table. . One pictures the servants of an earthly monarch
standing to serve their royal master. But here we have the mind of
the Spirit setting forth a "greater than Solomon," and His grace
triumphs. Faith hears Him say, yea, meritoriously demanding,
" Father, I will that they whom Thou hast given Me be with Me where
I am, that they may behold My glory." . . . "That they may be one,
even as We are one." The work of the Redeemer accomplished, the
victory won, the last grace-saved sinner called tD " enter into tbe joy
of his Lord," they shall sit with Him in the heavenlies, and feast
around that heavenly board! They enter into rest witb their King,
Who calls them " not servants but friends;" and His ministers, those
angelic messengers, are swift to do His service and attend that rf'!deemed
and ransomed host! It is while the King sitteth at His table, that
"my spikenard sendeth forth the smell thereof," and as He brings
me to His banqueting house, that I hear His voice saying, "Eat, 0
friends; drink, yea, drink abundantly, 0 beloved."
"0 Christ He is the Fountain,
The deep sweet well of love;
The streams on earth I've tasted,
More deep I'll drink above.
There to an ocean's fullness
His glory doth expand,
Whilst glory, glory dwelleth
In :E)mmanuel's land."

When Jesus was upon earth, He gave His dear, weary disciples a
foretaste of these sweet realities. You remember the occasion of His
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calling them, " Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place and rest
awhile; for there were many coming and going, and they had no leisure
so much as to eat." He knew the sorrow of their hearts at that time,
as their leader John had been cr~elly beheaded, and coming unto
Jesus with the sorrowful news, He knows their weary and dejected
spirits, and graciously tells them to come apart from the multitude
and rest awhile. Come! Jesus never tells His own to go as apart
from Him! In other words, He said to those few weary, Borrowstricken men, " Come unto Me, all ye that weary and are heavy-laden,
and I will give you rest." Ah! we doubt not they were well rested
and feasted in that" desert place" with Jesus in their midst. He
can prepare a table in the wilderness in spite of, yea, in the very presence
of all their enemies, and such unction is bestowed as the precious
ointment from their Head, that they are anointed with fresh oil, and
the oil of joy takes the place of mourning, the garment of praise for
the spirit of heaviness, and beauty is given for ashes.
But we must hasten on to take yet another privileged view of our
King Jesus upon earth; His last meal with them here, in the ordinance
of the Passover. " When the even was come, He sat down with the
twelve." His work, which had brought him to this fallen earth, was
on the eve of being" finished," and in anticipation of it, He sits down
with the twelve, and as they were eating Jesus took bread, and blessed
it, and brake it, and gave it to His disciples, and said, ' Take eat, this
is my body.' And He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to
them, saying' Drink ye all of it; for this is My blood of the New
Testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. But I
say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until
that day when I drink it new with you in My Father's kingdom."
He gave them a foretaste thus of that day, when with all His bloodbought ones He would indeed drink it new in His Father's kingdom.
And it is to that day we are hastening. It is in glad anticipation, as
grace-saved, blood-bought sinners, that we are looking forward to sit
with Him and He with us in His Father's kingdom. The saintly Swain
has written very sweetly.. Come in thou blessed, sit with Me,
With Mine own blood I ransomed thee.
Come taste My perfect favour;
Come in! thou happy spirit, come,
Now thou shalt dwell with Me at home;
Ye blessed mansions, make him room,
For he must stay for ever.
.. For ever to behold Him shine,
For evermore to call Him mine,
And see Him still before me;
For ever on His face to gaze
And meet His full assembled rays,
While all the Father He displa.ys
To all the Sa.ints in glory."

It is, then, in the words of our text (and we sum up briefly, whilst
our hearts would gladly enlarge upon this glorious theme) that we
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shall then' prove in our blissful experience the fuliness of that "rest
that remaineth," and hear those wondrous words of the glorious
potentate Jesus, taking to Himself His kingly rights, saying, "To
him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in My throne, even as
I also overcame, and am set down with My Father in His Throne."
Even as! Oh, wondrous words of grace! They can only belong to
and come from the heart of the Divine Man, Who wills that they
"shall be one even as We are," and that the love of the Father in His
Only and Dearly Beloved Son shall he shared by them, and the glory
given Him shall be also given them! "They overcame by the blood of
the Lamb" it is written of His blood-washed sheep. In their Living
Head they shall conquer, and become victorious over every enemy.
Look up, beloved-not within, nor around. Such views will only
dismay, and cause you, Peter-like, to sink in the troubled waters. But
"within the veil" Jesus your great Forerunner is now gone. He
lives, and because He lives you shall live also. He there rests in His
love, and you shall rest in J esu's love. His finished work has caused
Him to enter into rest, and through it your soul is already brought
into repose. Communion feasting ! You have the seal of all this
even here below. "Which thing is true in Him and in you." Such
is,the wondrous mystery of love. It must ever remain unexplained,
beyond God's Because. We can only exclaim with the apostle John,
"Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us,
that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth
us not,'because it knew Him not. Beloved,' now are we the sons of
God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be; but we know that
when He shall appear we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He
is." "The vision will do all that" exclaimed a dear man of God in
our bea;ring recently, whilst he confessed he was at a loss for words to
expatiate upon this wondrous mystery of being changed into that
glorious image and being as He is. But sure I am that the heavenly
guests around my Father's Throne will be there in Jesu's image. He,
our Elder Brother and First-born among many brethren, will lead us
and bring us, and tune our voices. His redeeming blood will he the
triumph of those heavenly songsters who unceasingly proclaim its
efficacy around the throne. "Unto Him that loved us, and washed
us from our sins ill His own blood, and hath made us kings and priests
unto God and His Father, to Him be glory and dominion for ever and
ever. Amen."
Brethren beloved, may we by faith even now be partaking richly
of this last supper, this evening meal of rest and communion in Him,
ere, through His ascension glory, we too, shall join Him yonder, and,
having overcome all, sit with Him on His throne, even as He is set
down with His Father upon His throne." Lord, bles" Thine own
truth for Thy Name's sake. Amen.
R.
THE sufficiency of my merit is to know that my merit is not sufficient.
-F. Quarles.
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" THEN answered Bildad the Shuhite and said, dominion and fear are
with Him, He maketh peace in His high place." This is no answer
to Job's statements, or his challenge, but full of beauty becalise Godexalting and in harmony with truth. Whose dominion is to be at all
compared with His in the vast universe which His hand created ~
It is in extent boundless as infinity, in duration everlasting, in power
omnipotent! With. Him also is fear as well as Sovereignty: the fear
of terror and dread in the minds of His enemies; the filial fear of His
children whom He reconciles to Himself by the death of His Son. in
whose hearts He sheds abroad His love, thereby casting out the slavish
fear that hath torment! Blessed are they who ascribe to Him
dominion and power and glory, for they are now under His righteous
rule, and by-and-bye shall reign with Him, when" the kingdom and
dominion and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven
shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High, whose
kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and
obey Him" (Dan. vii. 27). The ruling principle is "perfect love."
He maketh peace in His high place, for He is the God of Peace, the
Prince of Peace, the Spirit of Peace, and by the covenl1nt of peace
entered into by the Eternal Three Persons in the Trinity in Unity,
before the world was made, in foreview of the fall of Adam, to provide
reconciliation for fallen man, the Father covenanted to give an
innumerable company to His Well-beloved to redeem. The Son
consented to become their Surety, to stand in their stead, and to atone
for them, bringing in -an· everlasting righteousness to be imputed to
them that believe, and the Spirit undertook to make thisefIectual
in their hearts, so' that the mighty power working in their hearts to
believe should be "according to the working of His mighty power,
which He wrought in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and
set Him at His own right hand in the heavenly places." "How certain
is the peace that is made for them that believe, in God's high places;
a threefold cord is not quickly broken." God calls it " The covenant
of My peace." Men had nothing to do with the terms of it, only to
delight themselves in the abundance of peace revealed to them!
" Is there any number of His armies, and upon whom doth not His
light arise ~" His armies are all things created, angels, heavenly
bodies, and men; none but He can call the muster-roll. Jacob
saw two hosts of angels surrounding him as a defence at Mahanaim;
Moses spoke of the Lord coming from Paran with ten thousands of
saints; and the Lord Jesus could have prayed to His Father and He
would have sent Him "more than twelve legions of angels." Yet He
calleth the stars by their names, how much more the principalities and
powers in heavenly places ~ We are lost in contemplation of His retinue
of courtiers and servants. "Are they not all ministering spirits, sent
forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation ~" Child of
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God, how vast your attendants! "And upon whom doth not His light
arise 1" It does not arise upon the wicked, but to reveal the darkness
of their evil ways. Nevertheless," whatsoever doth make manifest
is light." The first dawnings of light only serve to reveal the darkness
that has pervaded the night, so is it in the soul that is quickened ; its
first apprehension is often how dense has been the want of light, to
see ourselves as we really are, loathsome and defiled by sin, and t-o
see the light of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. If His
light have manifested our darkness, it has led on to the cry for light,
a coming to the Light and rejoioing in the Light! "How can man be
justified with God, or how can he be clean that is born of a woman ~ "
Bildad appears unable to solve this problem or to discover this mystery.
Blessed be God that we know how any of our fallen race are justified,
and how a sinner can be cleansed from all sin. Job k-new also, for he
declared, " I know I shall be jnstified." And there is but one way of
justification before God for patriarchs, prophets, and saints in New
Testament days, by faith in the atoning sacrifice of the Lamb of God,
either yet to come or as already come, and by His one offering of Himself
for. ever perfecting them that are sanctified. Bildad spea-ks as if
justification were an impossible thing, as if he asked a question none
could answer; none could be clean-that is born of a woman. Many
follow his leading in our own day, and assert it is impossible to know
and be assured of the fact of perfect reconciliation with God by the
death of His Son, through faith in His atoning sacrifice. Thus they
disparage the blood of Christ in its efficacy to cleanse from all sin,
and depreciate the Gift of God and its unspeakable benefit, and also
rob the soul of solid peace and joy in believing. Let us hold fast by
the amazing grace of God, and testify fully of the unsearchable riches
of Christ, the perfection of His death and righteousness, and the infinite
worth of His blood, that cleanseth from all sin !
" Behold even to the moon and it shineth not; yea, the stars are
not clean in His sight." Though this be true of the moon and stars
in the natural heavens, yet the antitype, the Church of Christ, is beheld
by Him" fair as the moon," shining in the reflected light of the Sun
of Righteousness and having the moon under her feet, and upon her
head a crown of twelve starl:!. If those orbs of light are not clean in
His sight, how it magnifies the exceeding riches of His grace and love,
and the medium through which He looks at us, that He can call such
as trust~in Him and come up out of the wilderness leaning upon their
Beloved, "My love, My dove, 'My undefiled." Then must the washing
be perfect. "How much less man that is a worm, and the son of man
that is a worm 1" It is not good to think of ourselves more highly
than we ought to think, we who are worIlls of the dust indeed;
but it enhanced exceedingly the condescension of the Son of Man,
when He stooped so low to redeem His bride, as to take our nature
into union with the divine,· and" humble Himself even to the death of
the cross," using the language of self:abasement, "But I am a worm
and no man, a reproach of men and despised of the people." Unutterable, amazing, marvellous Love!
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CHAPTER XXVI.

I'

"But Job answered and said, how hast thou helped him that is
without power, how savest thou the arm that hath no strength ~" Only
those who are actuated by the love of God help them th3:t are without
power, or save the arm that is conscious of "no might"; yet the
parable of the Good Samaritan teaches us that everyone that needs
our help is "-my neighbour," whom we should love as Christ hath
loved us. "How hast thou counselled him that hath no wisdom,
and how hast thou plentifully declared the thing as it is ~" Who
could contradict Bildad's words ~ Not Job, for he was conscious of
having no wisdom, and he was ready to acquiesce in the humbling
condition of. man's lost estate, even as a"worm ; Job had already" said
to the worm, thou art my mother and my sister."
"To whom hast thou uttered words, and whose spirit came from
thee ~" This is a wholesome' reminder for ourselves, to whom we
utter words; if to God, praying breath is not spent in vain; if to
man, "In the multitude of words there wanteth not sin." "Let
your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may
know how ye ought to answer every man." "Ye know not what
spirit ye are of," is our Lord and Master's reproof to many of us as
well as to James and John, and it is well for us to search our hearts
and put the question of Job, "Whose spirit came from thee ~" Are our
lips sanctified by the Holy Spirit to speak only to edific-ation, or we
may well be repmved as fond of hearing ourselves talk. How,much
"unprofitable talk" emanates from our mouth! "Set a watch, 0
cLord, before my mouth, keep the door of my lips; " then indeed vain,
idle words, uncharitable" censorious speeches, and every form of
conversation that is not 'I good to the use of edifying that it may
minister grace to the hearers" will be silenced. How" far gone from
original righteousness" we are in this respect alone!
" Dead things are formed from under the waters and the inhabitants'
thereof." The Revised Version renders this verRe, "They that are
deceased tremble beneath the waters," etc. We know that many
things spring into life beneath the waters, and wherever the river of
the water of life comes it vivifieR, as Ezekiel saw in his vision, so it is
also true; dead things are formed from under the waters of worldliness
and evil, and that which is corrupt cannot bring forth good. Probably
Job had this -tendency in mind when he said this. "Hell (sheol, the
grave) is naked before Him, and destruction (abaddon) hath no
covering." Job turns to exalt the omniscient eye of Jehovah,
" beholding the evil and good," for both are inhabitants of the grave,
and as the Psalmist said, " If I make my bed in hell (sheol) behold Thou
art there," there, watching the dust of Thy saints ! in Thy justice
keeping watch over the condemned till the day of execution of the
sp.ntence.
"He stretcheth out the north over the empty place, and hangeth
the earth upon nothing." With all the science of this century of
wonders and illventions, no one has been able to disprove this assertion
14
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of inspiration, or to discover any pivot upon which the habitable earth
turns! What extreme folly it is, therefore, to cavil, criticize, or
contradict the Word of God, Who called into existence all things by
the breath of His mouth. "He spake and it was done, He commanded
and they stood fast!" He who hangeth the earth upon nothing can
with ease uphold the weakest of His people and sustain them, for
" underneath are the everlasting arms."
" He bindeth up the waters in His thick clouds, and the cloud is not
rent under them." So for three years and six months He bound up
the waters that it rained not in the land of Israel at the word of Elijah,
and thus have the former and latter rain been withholden from
Palestine for nineteen centuries, according to His Word by Moses
(Deut. xxviii. 23, 24). How fearful it is when He withholds" showers
of blessings," and how blessed when He gives the former rain moderately,
and he will cause to come down for you the rain, the former rain and
the latter rain" in His season, and ye shall eat in plenty and be
satisfied, and praise the name of the Lord your God that hath dealt
wondrously with you." What a contrast between binding up the
waters in His thick clouds, that it can~ot penetrate, and "Thou
waterest the ridges thereof abundantly, Thou settlest the furrows
thereof. Thou makest it soft with showers, Thou blessest the springing
thereof." "Thou shalt be like a watered garden." "He holdeth
back the face ofHis throne and spreadeth His cloud upon it." Thus
in Sovereignty He dealeth with them to whom" His favour is life,
and Thy lovingkindness is better than life." Yet He holdeth back
the face of His throne, averteth His face, His kingly face, the light of
the King's countenance from those who delight most in the sunshine
of it, and" spreadeth His cloud upon it." Rutherford seems to have
apprehended the reason why.
" But flowers need night's cold darkness,
The moonlight and the dew;
So Ohrist, from one who loved it,
His shining oft withdrew.
And then for cause of absence
:My troubled soul I scann'd,
But glory sha.deless shineth
In Emmanuel's land."

Job was experiencing it at tills time, and we must all " pass through
the cloud" to quicken our longing for the sunshine. Our daily mercies
are apt to find us unmindful of Him who daily loadeth us with benefits,
so if the Lord never held back the face of His throne, we should not
soearnestlv " seek His face." Even God's throne, without Him who
sits upon it, would only strike terror into our minds and appal us with
majesty! But" We have known and believed the love that God
hath to us," a love that has drawn us, has given the strongest expression possible in giving His Son for us in the sacrifice of Calvary, and
to us as the Head of His body, the church, and to each individually
as the Bridegroom of our souls; and therefore when He spreadeth His
cloud upon His lovely face, we believe He is evermore the same.
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"Behind a. frowning providence
He hides a. smiling fa.ce."

There has been an article in a newspaper, headed, "The KiIi$
and the Milkmaids," that has tended to strengthen our faith when a
cloud is spread upon it. What is called Milk Fair, in St. James's Park,
has been enjoyed by one family 300 years, but owing to extensive
alterations, the site has been taken away from the two aged sisters
who have so many years had the right to sell milk from the cows there.
In their distress they appealed by letter to King Edward to grant
them another site. Soon they were summoned to the Board of Works'
Office, and were told by Sir Schomberg McDonnell that through the
intervention of the King another site would be provided, and the stall
would be erected in about a fortnight, and a sum of money be given
them to defray all loss meantime. King Edward also commanded
his Seeretary, Lord Knollys, to reply to their letter, so that their joy
was greater than their sorrow had been. We feel proud of our King
for his gracious consideration of their trouble, and speedy interposition
that changed tears of sorrow into tears of joy and gratitude. But
" how much more" will our King of kings magnify the riches of His
grace towards us His humble suppliants, and'how impossible it is that
our King Jesus could be inferior to King Edward in graciousness or
generosity! Forbid it, Lord, that we ever harbour a thought derogatory
to Thy grace or the honour of Thy Name, even when to test our faith
and try our patience Thou holdest back the face of Thy throne and
spreadest a cloud uponit! Does not Thy cloud temper the glaring
heat of the meridian sun, and so prove a refreshing shade? So He
spread out the cloud in the wilderness journey" for a covering." Is
it not thus the Lord appeared unto Moses, "Lo, I come to thee in a
thick cloud," and many a saint of the I.ord since his day, crying" Oh
when wilt Thou come unto me?" has found it even so, in a thick cloud
of untoward circumstances. "The bow shall be seen in the cloud."
" I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy-seat." Is it not thus that
we have the brightest manifestations? Then why should we fear as
we enter into the cloud, which His hand spreadeth upon His throne?
" He hath compassed the waters with bounds, until day and night
come to an end." He who, at creation, divided the waters that were
above the firmament from the waters that were under it, so that the
dry land appeared, and called the dry land Earth and the gathering
together of the waters called He Seas, has once since in judicial wrath
caused them to meet together and encompass the earth with a Flood,
has entered into a covenant with Noah, never so to destroy the world
again, and therefore has compassed the waters with bounds that they
can never pass until day and night come to an end. Therefore, 0
child of God, fear not, for He hath set bounds to the waters of tribulation, sorrow, trial, and overwhelming temptation. "When the enemy
shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard
against him. For this is as the waters of Noah unto Me, for as I have
sworn that the waters of Noah shall no more go over the earth, so have
I sworn that I will not be wrath with thee, nor rebuke thee." It
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is prefaced by, " In a little wrath I hid My face from thee for a moment,
but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy upon thee, saith the
Lprd thy Redeemer" (Isa. liv. 8, 9). These two verses are an answer
to Job's mysterious dealings. They furnish us with a sublime key to
unlock difficult wards and solve intricate problems. "The pillars
of heaven tremble and are astonished at His reproof," so Isaiah testified,
" And the posts of the door moved at the voice of Him that cried, and
the house was filled with smoke. Then said L Woe is me, for I am
undone, because I am a man of unclean lips, alid I dwell in the midst
of a people of unclean lips; for mine eyes have seen the King, the
Lord of hosts." Perhaps by " the pillars of heaven" are meant those
distinguished saints, who like" James, Cephas, and John, who seemed
to be pillars" (Gal. ii. 9), or like Noah, Daniel and Job, who witnessed
to the truth of God, upholding by their gracious testimony the whole
fabric of revelation, even these tremble at God's reproof of the wicked
and at the greatness of His majesty!
"He divideth the sea with His power, and by His understanding
He smiteth through the proud." He divided the Red Sea in two parts,
and made Israel to go through the midst of it; and so has He done
for His spiritual Israel times without number since, and will divide
the sea of tribulation and cause His loved ones to go through the very
midst, untouched by the surging billows.
" For His mercies shall endure,
Ever faithful. ever sure."

He. understands how to smite the proud, bringing low to His feet
in self-abasement, for we must be humbled in order to be humble,
ere the High and Lofty One that inhabiteth can dwell in our hearts
and take up His abode with us! "By His Spirit He hath garnished
the heavens; His hand hath formed the crooked serpent." Sun,
moon, and stars are the garnishing of the heavens, how much more the
spiritual heavens by the same Spirit, who in creation" brooded on
the face of the waters," so is the human nature of the Sun of Righteousness, the very offspring of the Divine Spirit! We should tenaciously
hold fast by this article of our creed, when it is assailed by Bishops,
Canons, and Dignitaries of the Church of England and other learned
wen, and the miraculous in religion denied by those who should teach
the truth of God according to the Scriptures of Truth, the only standard
of wisdom. The true Ghurch of God, the company of believers,
shining in this dark world by Light, derived from this Sun, is also the
work of the eternal Spirit, shining in their" hearts to give the light of
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ," by
which He garnishes the heavens. The stars also, the ministers of the
various assemblies of the saints, derive all their light from the same
Spirit of Light, and with these He embellishes the heavens. His hand
hath formed the crooked serpent. God is not the Author of evil, but
He permits it for His own glory and the display of His attributes. His
wisdom is manifested in the thwarting of the crookedness of the wily
Serpent, " more subtle than any beast of the field." Oh what revenues
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of praise the Most High 'Will get and hath already got, from the foiling
of Satan's plans, frustrating his machinations and bruising his head!
Be not afraid of him, 0 feeble child of God, " He that made him Gan
make His sword approach unto him."
"Lo, these are parts of His ways; bilt how little a portion is heard
of Him, but the thunder of His power who can understand?" Like
Sir Isaac Newton, who described himself as a little child picking up
pebbles on the shore, while the great ocean of truth lay undiscovered
before him, Job exclaims with amazement at the profundity in Jehovah,
"Lo, these are parts of His ways; but how little a portion is heard of
Him?" How little we know, understand, apprehend of Him. "Now
we know in part," the great Apostle of the Gentiles exclaimed, when
he had been in the school of Christ many years, and had seen the Master
and been taught by Him! Oh that this consideration possessed the
minds of the cavillers of the present age, then would they be convinced
how little they know, how small a portion is heard of Him whose wisdom
is unsearchable, "'Whose ways are past finding out." "The God of
glory thundereth." Who can understand this mighty and strange
speech of the Almighty? It is terrible as on Mount Sinai, when
"Moses said, I exceedingly fear and quake." Happy are we, His
children, to whom He speaks in the "still small \vice," whispering
" It is I, be not afraid;" then we are not fearful of "the thunder of
His power," though we cannot understand it, nor yet though" a great
and strong wind rent the mountains and brake in pieces the rocks
before the Lord," nor yet the earthquake, and after the earthquake a
fire; we shall yet hear His tenderly soothing Voice, and find J E~lUS only
after the tumult of nature is over. "How little is heard of Him."
" Thou that dwellest in the gardens, the companions hearken to Thy
Voice, cause me to hear it."
MARY.

"THE DOUBLE."
(READ ISAIAH xl. I, 2; lxi. 7; ZEeH.

l.

IX.

Il, 12.)

A JEWISH RABBI explains "the double" as follows: "The double,
as a matter of fact, was a bill of sale written in duplicate. In order
to understand this, I need only call your attention to a fact in connection
with our own documents of this kind. Everyone of you has probably
seen such documents. They begin in this way, 'This Indenture
Witnesseth,' then follow the terms of sale, transfer, or contract.
What is an Indenture? In olden times, before books of record were
kept, wherein such documents were transcribed for reference, as in
tJ.Ie old 'Doomsday Books,' all documents of conveyance or contract
were written in duplicate on a single piece of parchment, and the
, double' document was then cut into two pieces, the line of cleavage
being made something after the fashion of irregular teeth, or zig-zag,
. for the purpose of identification. If, when the two documents were
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subsequently compared, the indentures exactly corresponded, it was
taken as a proof of genuineness. To give a more exact definition,
I quote from the Century Dictionary: 'In law, a deed between two
or more parties with mutual .covenants, having the edges indented
for identification and security.' Or, again: 'Each deed should be
cut or indented . . . on the top or side to tally or correspond with
the other, which deed so made is called an Indenture.'-(Blackstone,
Com. ii. 20).
" Bearing this in mind, it is easy to see what' the double' meant.
It was the duplicate or indenture of a deed. If a man had sold or
parted wi.th his possession, he gave a deed or indenture, keeping
one-half of the' double' and giving the other to the purchaser. When
the forfeited or sold possession was restored, he received back the
, double' or indenture which he had given. The possession of this
, double' was a deed of re-possession, and gave him the proper legal
warranty for his possession." In the light of this explanation it is
easy to understand the text which says, "Therefore in their land
they shall possess the double." That is, the banished ones returning
to their land shall again be put in legal possession of their inheritance.
So shall Israel in her day return under the proclamation, " Her warfare
is accomplished, her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received of
the I..ord's hand double (the double) for all her sins." "For your
shame ye shall have double; and for confusion they shall rejoice in
their portion; therefore in their land they shall possess the double."
This may be a figure of speech to indicate the complete restitution of
Israel to their land-the ending of the confusion arising out of their
long banishment, and the restoration of the original division of the
land among them. All this on the basis of redemption, " As for thee,
also, I have sent forth thy prisoners out of the pit wherein is no water.
Turn ye to the stronghold, ye prisoners of hope; even to-day do I
declare that I will render this doUble unto thee." On the day of
Jubilee each man received back his " double" from the hands of the
man who had possessed the inheritance during his time of distress,
and each man sold into bond-service received back his "double"
from his master to whom he had been sold. This double was either
nailed against the door-posts of the tabernacle or of his own house
in sign that it cancelled the sale, the nail-hole through it being a
added testimony that henceforth tne ordinance:no longer stood against
him. . . . The Apostle Paul puts the whole matter of redemption,
our forfeited life, our lost possession in God, and our obligation to
sufIer the penalties of sin under the law, beautifully in Col. ii. 13, 14 :
" And ye, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your
flesh, hath He quickened together with Him, having forgiven all your
trespasses; blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against
us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to
His cross."
THE light of the understanding humility kindleth and pride
covereth.-F. Quarles.
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THE TRIUMPHS OF GRACE; OR, THE LAST WORDS OF THE

.

LADY MARGARET DE LA MUSSE.
(SHE DIED IN MAY, 1681, AGED BUT SIXTEEN YEARS.)
CONTRIBUTED BY THE REV. J. E. WALKER, M.A., CHELTENHAM.

THE following is the conclusion of the touching narrative
of the youthful French noble lady which appeared in last
months' issue (vide pp. 177-184).
" To the safe p&th of Life direot my way,
Thy presence, where perpetual joys flow o'er,
Whose pleasures spring for evermore;
By those clear streams let me delighted stay,
And melt away in love as well as they."

She often repeated :" Come ye blest saints, and let us rise
Together with our songs, and reach the skies!
Praise Him, Who my first groa.n did hear,
Yet with His hand seemed to prevent His ear
And when, like mine, your troubles be,
But look to Him, that hand shall save you
Which helped me."

" Thou hast dealt graciously with Thy servant, 0 Lord, according to
thy Word. It is that Word that gives wisdom to the simple; therefore
I will never forget it." And then, meditating a little, she said, " Now
my fear is over, and, with St. Paul, I can say, There is now no condemnation to me, who am in Christ Jesus. Who shall lay anything
to the charge of God's elect ~ It is God that justifieth; who is he
that condemneth ~ It is Christ that died, yea rather that is risen
again, who is ever at the right hand of God making intercession
for us."
The rest of that day, and part of the following night also, were
spent in like conversation. But towards morning the patient took
some little rest; and as she awaked asked what o'clock it was. To
which they answering that it was upon the stroke of three, she cried
out: " 0 my God! shall the sun shine once more upon my sufIerings ~
Lord, Thou couldest, if it were Thy pleasure, make this the dawning of
the day of my deliverance and eternal Sabbath." Upon which the
lady, her mother, said: "I hope everyone of us shall see that day
when we may say one to another, Thy Sun shall go down no more,
for the Lord is an everlasting light to thee; and the days of thy
mourning are ended." "Aye, dear mother," answered she, "yet a
little while, and He that shall come will come, and will not ta,rry.'
" 0 ~eath ! " she then cried, "how welcome wouldst thou be to me
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by casting roe into the arms of my dearest Friend, who has loved me
before the foundation of the world."
This day she was visited by one of her friends, who, being come
to her bedside, expressed an extreme sorrow to see her in this condition,
and with that gave her her hand, which the patient squeezed in hers,
and replied to her, " 0 my dear, did you but know the divine consolations my God has bestowed upon me, and how happy I am, you would
confess with me that I should have been miserable without this, His
gracious visitation." During this whole day (which was Wednesday)
she spake many other admirable things that could not all of them be
remembered. One would have thought by seeing her that her soul
was set loose from the body. She had quite forgot the earth, and all
ties and relations here, her only thoughts being now to unite herself
with her God by prayer and meditation till she might be more perfectly
united to Him in heaven. About evening she felt a great dryness in
her throat, and was very thirsty; yet they durst not give her anything,
by reason her stomach could not bear so much as one drop of fair
water without bringing it up, and that with a vehement cough,
accompanied with a stoppage and shortness of breath; they therefore
only called for an epitheme to allay her great palpitation of heart.
But she, little regarding the relief they were willing to give her body,
cried out on a sudden, "Lord Jesus! Thou my Heavenly Physician,
apply the m~rits of Thy precious Blood to me; for that alone can
infallibly heal my soul.','
Immediately after this she fell into most cruel agonies, which made
her take. very little rest all that night. But yet she continued to
comfort herself in God, seeking nowhere else but in His Word for a
remedy to all her griefs. And in these circumstances she often cried,
" Speak, 0 Lord, for Thy servant heareth. Speak thou, 0 my God,
to the soul of Thy poor handmaid." About four of the clock her
illness so increased upon her that she felt most intolerable pains, which
was perceived both by the sharp shrieks and lamentable cries she
from time to time put forth, and by the violent convulsion-fits she
suffered, that distorted her arms and bent her body double. But
for all this her mind was still the same, and lost nothing of its strength
and freedom. In one of these fits she cried to God: "Lord, have
mercy on me. Let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I
will, but as Thou wilt." In another fit (which one would have thought
would have thrown her out of her bed, so vehemently it tossed l:j.er body)
she cried out: " Do what Thou wilt with this poor body, yet Will I still
love Th€e, 0 my God! 'Yea, I will always bless Thee for Thy wondrous
love and mercy to me." At another time, as she felt a- fit coming
again upon her, she said: "Verily, Thine arrows have wounded me
already; yet, 0 my God, though Thou shouldst multiply Thy plagu~s
upon me to infinity, yet would that but the more increase my love
towards Thee. Hear me, 0 Lord, fOl: Thy loving kindness is good;
turn unto me according to the multitude of Thy tender mercies. And
hide not Thy face from Thy servant, for I am in trouble; hear me
speedily. Draw nigh unto my soul. And thou, Lord Jesu, come;
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yea, come quickly. 0 Lord, soften and allay my pains, and speedily
place me with Thee. Nevertheless, not my will, but Thine be done."
Then she, looking on the lady, her mother, said to her, "Dear
mother, I now suffer the cruel wounds and pangs of death." When
her violent pains seized her, she cried out, " Pray to God for me, my
dear friends; I am quite spent. I am now drinking the very dregs
of the cup of aflliction." Now the fits returning very thick upon her,
she cried to God, " 0 my good Lord! how much do I suffer! But
it is Thy will, lJ,nd it is mine too. Grant I may suffer patiently, for
that it is acceptable with Thee. And I beseech Thee, 0 Lord, set a
watch before my mouth, and keep the door of my lips, that I may not
speak unadvisedly with my tongue, or murmur against Thee. For
it is my earnest desire always to bless and love Thee, 0 my God."
After a little pause she, turning to those with her, said to them:
"I pray God shorten your agonies when any of you shall arrive at
your latter end." And then again she called upon God in these words
of David:.. 0 Lord, on whom my soul for help relies,
Let my distress find pity in Thine eyes;
Mercy, my God, on me Thy mercy show,
And, if Thy pleasure does, my need says,

NOW."

"iHearken unto me, and haste Thee to help me, 0 my God! I spread_
my complaint, and make my trouble known to Thee. Have mercy,
Lord, on Thy poor handmaid. My heart fails, and my soul faints
within me." All these passages she repeated several times in the
midst of her terrible pains, for she had not now breath to speak for
a long time together. After this she sat up in her bed, and, with a
tone that would have made one think she was not the same person,
cried out:---'-:'
.. Why art thou troubled, soul, and restless grown
As if forgotten through despair;
As if thy God had left His care,
And lower, tha.n indeed thou a.rt, cast down? ..

I-

Then the lady, her mother; saying to her, " Like as a father pitieth
his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him." "Aye, dear
mother," answered she, "your love is nothing in comparison of that
my Saviour has for me. I know my God loves me; He speaks to His
handmaid according to her heart, and heaps His mercies upon me.
Only, lest I should be exalted above measure, He has put this thorn
in mv flesh."
Wlienever she had any intervals from pain she sat up in her bed
praising God for the relief and ease He gave her, saying, " I will ever
bless and love Thee, 0 my good God." And when her grief returned
she held her sides with her hands, and excited herself to patience with
these words: "Courage, my soul, still bless thy God; courage, my
soul, still love thy God. For the sufferings of this present life are not
worthy to be: compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.
Though, indeed," she- added, "my pain is very grievous." N6W,
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her violent pains returning upon her, she cried out again, " I am quite
spent."
" 0 let me gather strength, before
I pass away, and be no more."

" 0 my God, Thy correction is very severe; yet will I kiss the rod
wherewith Thou chastisest me." Whereupon the chaplain said to
her, " If you were without chastisement, then were you not a true-born
child; for, you know, whom the Lord loveth, He chastens, and
scourgeth every child whom He receiveth." To which she answered,
" It is true, sir; I am well persuaded of what you say. Why? My
Saviour has suffered for me; and if I suffer with Him, I shall reign
with Him also. He had vinegar and gall given Him to drink, and was
wounded to the very heart for me. Lord, cover me with Thy merits;
impute Thy righteousness to me, and let those cruel pains Thou
enduredst upon the cross for me make me forget my own." As they
gave her a little wine to refresh her, she took the glass, and said, " The
hour is coming when I shall drink it new in my Father's kingdom."
Immediately after this, her pains seizing her again, she cried, "All
Thy waves and Thy billows are gone over me." Which the chaplain
hearing, said to her, "But, madam, you don't add that the waves
of His mercy and the billows of His grace have overwhelmed you also."
" Aye," replied she, "it is very true, the grace and mercies of my
God are greater than all the miseries I undergo." "Do you think,"
continued the chaplain, who heard her still groan and complain of
her being overborne with anguish, "your Heavenly Father is angry
with you, and will let you sink under this temptation?" "No,"
answered she, sitting up in her bed; "no, sir; I know that in all
these things I am more than conqueror through Him that loved me:
and that as my afflictions and troubles abound, so His grace and
comforts abound much more. If the daughter of Sion cries to them
that pass by, Behold and see whether there be any sorrow like unto
my sorrow! yet I will add: Come and see whether ever any joy were
like unto my joy. But oh, how much sorrow and solace meet together
in me! Thou, 0 my sweet Saviour, hast said, Your sorrow shall be
turned into joy." At the same time she also rehearsed the greatest
part of the 62nd Psalm, and often repeated these words, "Truly my
soul waiteth upon God; from Him cometh my salvation." Adding,
"Where indeed rests this salvation of mine, but in Him, whose
presence is the fulness of joy? They looked unto Him and were
lightened, and their faces were not ashamed." After which she fell
into a little slumber, and then putting her hand out of her bed, said :" 0 blessed be the living Lord,
Most worthy of ail praise,
That is my Rock and saving health,
Praised be He always."

And to that added several other verses of the same Psalm, and also
of the 35th and other Psalms, picking out such places as were most
pathetical and· pertinent to her condition, and more particularly

--'"
-*'
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insisted upon those that expressed a true and thorough repentance.
Every word of these Divine hymns was a sacred balm 'to her, applied
to her wounds with such healing and sweetness that she presently
found her grief give way to the virtue of it.
And what is more to be wondered at is, that the violence of her
pains had scarcely altered her at all, but she looked as fair as ever.
Her eyes were brisk and lively, her countenance pleasant, and her
speech strong; yet did she not think herself to be in this condition,
when, observing them who were about her to look upon her with
mournful aspects, she said to them: "I suppose I affright you. Pray
reach me a glass that I may see how I look." Which being brought
her, and she having viewed herself in it, said, "God be thanked, yet
I look very cheerful." And then, in a kind of contempt, striking the
glass with her hand, bade them have it away. She often repeated
these ejaculations: "0 my God, I will ever love Thee: I will ever
bless Thee; and Thou, my soul, be of good cheer. Not my will, Lord,
but Thine be done. Come, Lord Jesu; yea, come quickly." These
were the words she used in her complaints, and with which she appeased
her grief. But for hasty and murmuring words there fell not one
from her mouth.
AB it drew towards midnight she fell into a little slumber; and her
friends that were continually with her were glad of this opportunity
they had to take a little repose also; for as they had watched, suffered,
and prayed, so they were willing likewise to take some rest with her.
The lady, her mother, who had laid herself down upon the side of her
bed, heard her, about an hour before daylight,often repeat these
words: "Mercy, Lord, mercy. Come, Lord Jesu; come quickly."
And. she observed that her daughter's cries did not express any grief
now, but a great deal of joy, which she took notice of to others.
It was now Friday morning, when the lady, her mother, seeing her
enjoy a greater tranquillity than she had since the preceding Wednesday
at night, and that she looked very cheerfully, said to her, " Dear child,
the Lord will suddenly put an end to your troubles. Wait for thy
God with {!atience." Whereupon this young virgin, raising herself
in her bed, and with a serene, pleasant countenance looking upon my
lady, said to her, " Dear mother, I shall not die: death is but a passage
to a more constant happy life. This, my sickness, is not unto death,
but for the glory of God. Come and rejoice with me. Jesus Christ·
has found me, who was a lost sheep; me, who was the lost piece."
Then a little while after this she, with a loud voice, cried out, as one
coming out of a deep meditation, " If these things be done in the green
tree, what shall be done in the dry ~ "
Which having said, she now spoke no more to anybody; only once
cried out, " 0 how much sorrow and joy, how much grief and comfort
do meet t<>gether in me ! " and then lay down and fell into a slumber.
In which she had not long continued but the pangs of death came
upon her; she had vehement risings at her stomach; her countenance
was fallen; sweat proceeded from her body in abundance; the
rattling in her throat .increased; and her eyes grew dim and were
.....
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distorted. And being in this condition, one of her acquair.tance, /'
by name Madam Herault, touched her arm, thinking she was departing.
But she recovered of this fit; and, these agonies being somewhat over,
her eyes reassumed the same briskness and loveliness as before, she
rubbing them with both her hands to disperse the clouds that had
begun already to cover them. Her countenance also was restored
to its former cheerfulness; and she was heard to make a melody in
singing the 84th Psalm:.. How beauteous is the place where Thou
Thy presence, Lord, dost grant! "

This was a great surprise to many of them that were there; and yet
that was not all, for after she had took a little breath, and slumbered
(as before) a very little while, she stirred up herself anew, and began
to sing the 92nd Psalm:" 0 what a pleasa.nt task it is,
To praise the Lord above;
Morning and evening to proclaim
His faithfulness and love."

Thus far only she went, tuning it to the treble of Claudian, with all the
ornaments and graces that could be; and then falling again. into the
like slumber, she remained in it as long as the first time; after which
she tuned the 80th Psalm, whereof she sang these following verses only:
" Thou Shepherd of Thy Isra.el,
That flock-like leadeth J oseph's face;
Who 'twixt the Cherubims dost dwell,
hear! show Thy enlightening face .

a

.. Exalt Thy saving power before
Manasseh, Ephraim, Benjamiu ;
o from captivity restore!
And let Thy beams upon us shine.
I,

God of Sabbaoth, wilt Thou still
Be angry, and our prayers despise?
BreBd, steeped in tears, our stoma.chs fill ;
We drink the rivers of our eyes.

" Our scoffing neighbours fall at strife
Among themselves to share our right;
Great God, restore the dead to life;
And comfort by Thy quickening light."

Afterwards being seized the fourth time with the pangs of death, she
so remained for the space of four hours; and then being come to herself
again, she sang this stanza:" Into Thy hands, Lord, I commit
My spirit, whi.::h is Thy due;
For why? Thou hast ;redeemed it,
a Lord, my God most true! "

The lady, her mother, hearing her sing with so much strength, said
to.her, "My dear child, since I have, by God's grace, put the first
word into thy mouth, wherewith thou hast praised Him, let me put
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in the last also I shall ever hear thee speak in this world"; and so she
rehearsed these verses :-.. God, who my kind preserver is,
I will for ever bless;
My tongue and lips shall be employed,
His goodness to confess."

Which the patient sang with a strong voice, her eyes being open, and
her looks smiling all the while. Then her agonizing fit coming again
upon her, and the lady, her mother, not being able to see her expire,
bade her farewell with a most wonderful strength of mind. "Adieu,"
she said, " dear daughter; I shall go to thee, but thou shalt not return
to me. We shall see one another again in that blessed day of the
Resurrection of the Just."
And thereupon she withdrew, and went and lay down upon her own
bed till her dying daughter had given up her soul into the hands of her
heavenly Father.
But above three hours after this the chaplain, Monsieur De Malnoe,
being desirous to see whether she had any sense left in her, took her
by the hand, shook her arm, and called to her to clinch his hand, if she
heard still, but she gave no sign of life. But as he was going out of the
room her body was re-animated on a sudden, and, sitting up again in
her bed, she sang the second time :-" Into Thy hands, Lord, I commit
My spirit. which is Thy due;
For why? Thou hast redeemed it,
o Lord, my God most true."

Then he drew near again, and, laying his ear to her mouth, heard her
say to God, "Lord, now lettest thou Thy servant depart in peace
according to Thy Word. For mine eyes have seen Thy salvation."
Which having uttered, she, without stirring in the least, breathed
forth three sighs, and so gave up the ghost; there being seen at
same time, both in herco.untenance and eyes (which remained halfopen), a signal impression of joy that showed her soul had a taste of the
celestial bliss even before the bonds, wherewith it was tied to the body,
were wholly dissolved.

IF God's Spirit has stripped you of your own righteousness, he has
not stripped you in order to leave you naked, but will clothe you with
change of raiment. He will give you a robe for your rags; the
righteousness of God for the rotten righteousness of man.--Toplady.
DESPAIR cuts the pillars of hope. Against this, divers, as Luther
for one, have been tempted to despair; but yet setting on the work,
hl;l.ve overcome. So the Israelites were afraid upon the evil report of
the spies .of Canaan; but when th.ey went on, they overcame and beat
down all their enemles.--Sibbes.
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THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST.

./

THE LIVING WATER.
" He is altogether lovely."-SONG v. 16.
" He would have given thee the living water."-JoHN iv. 10.

THE lovely lips of our altogether lovely Lord pronounced these lovely
words; and they were addressed to one as yet in her sins, deeply dyed
with iniquity, and totally ignorant of spiritual things. "If thou
knewest the gift of God, and Who it is that saith to thee, give Me to
drink, thou wouldest have asked of Him, and He would have given
thee living water." Thus Jesus preached t{) the woman of Samaria,
and" she was a sinner." The meaning of the words-the purport of the
Lord's instruction to her, and to yml, dear reader, is this: "If you did
but know God's gifts, and His dear Son who speaks the words, you
would certainly ask of Him living water, and He would as certainly
answer your request, and give it you." But, how can this woman
or any poor sinner, know the gift of God, or know Jesus, without
instruction 1 She cannot. Therefore, we note in the first place :I.-JESUS TAUGHT THE WOMAN.
The Lord was on a journey from Judea to Galilee, and the direct
road led Him through Samaria. There was, however, a higher reason
than the geographical one which caused Him to choose this route.
" He must needs go through Samaria," because an elect vessel of mercy
was there whom He had graciously determined to meet and to teach.
Time and place were both appointed. It was mid-day when the dear
Saviour and His little company of disciples reached the well called
" Jacob's well." Being wearied with His journey, Jesus sat down to
rest, whilst His disciples went into the neighbouring city of Sychar to
buy food.
Pause a moment! View our Lord, tired, heated, and wayworn. His
sacred humanity suffered as ours does, for He part{)ok of the sinles8
infirmities of our nature, that He might be a sympathizing High Priest,
Who knows just how we feel, because He has passed through the same.
Dear pilgrims in a wilderness world, consider Him, your Brother and
Companion in tribulation !
Presently a woman approached to draw water. This woman was
a type of all sinners who ever did, or ever will, approaeh to Jesus and
find salvation at His feet. Her case was peculiar. For several reasons
she seemed very far from the kingdom of God. Now, if any poor
sinner should read these words, who is more unlikely than all the rest
to find mercy, farthest off from hope of salvation, and most deeply
sunk in the utter degradation of sin, may the Lord cause that reader
to eonsider the hapless ease and wondrous deliveranee of the woman
of Samaria.
It is necessary to inquire as to what people she belonged. She was
a. Samaritan, and they were a singular raee. We have an acc{)unt of
their origin in 2 Kings xvii. After the ten tribes had been carried into
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captivity, a portion of the land they vacated was occupied by
emigrants sent from various provinces of Babylon. Soon after their
settlement they were greatly infested with lions, and, supposing this
arose from the anger of the God of the land (of whom they were
ignorant), they sent to Babylon for one of the priests of the captivity
to come and instruct them in the worship of God, which they added
to their own idolatrous practices. "They feared God, and served their
graven images, both their children and their children's children; as
did their fathers, so do they to this day" (v. 41). In the course of
time, the manifest superiority of the law of Moses to their old customs
and foolish traditions caused them to give it the chief place, and they
ultimately laid claim to a greater veneration for the law of Moses
than the Jews themselves, whom they despised, and with whom ·they
were always in a state of deadly hostility. In opposition to the temple
at Jerusalem, they erected one on Mount Gerizim, which they strenuously maintained was the true place of worship. The woman Jesus
spoke to at the well was one of these. Boasting of the law, and yet
not doing the things contained in the law; claiming superiority over
the Jews, and yet living a shameful life ; hating God's ancient chosen
people, and loving sin; professedly venerating the will of God revealed
in the two tables, and yet alienated from the life of God by evil practices,
and from the people of God by bitter enmity; her religion was a
strange mixture of truth and error, of pharisaic pride and shameful
idolatry. Truly it was a wretched, sinful creature who saw the holy
Jesus at the well that day. How dreadful was her state! Still,
Jesus can save even to the uttermost, and when the sinner least
expects it, the Lord comes in mercy. When the woman reached the
well on the side of which Jesus was sitting, "He said unto her, give
Me to drink." It was strange that He should accept such service
from her vile hands. She was greatly astonished, and said, " How is
it that thou, being a Jew, askest drink of me, which am a woman of
Samaria 1 for the 'Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans." In
reply to this question, the Lord Jesus commenced to teach her about
the living water. We now consider
2.-THE INSTRUCTION JESUS GAVE.

Notice how wisely He began by summarizing the whole matter.
This excited her interest, created a desire for more knowledge, and
made her sincerely willing to learn about that water of which Jesus
.spoke. She was so extremely ignorant, as scarcely to comprehend
that He referred to any other water than what lay deep down beneath
their feet. She expressed the confusion of her mind in the language
of the eleventh and twelfth verses. Oh, it was best to tell Him all !
There is a touching simplicity and sincerity in the way she poured out
her thoughts. Sweet example for all humble learners at the feet of
Jesus! When her heart was prepared to receive it, the great Teacher
proceeded with His heavenly instruction. We will trace the lessons.
I.-The first lesson was concerning the unsatisfying nature of earth's

224

The Gospel Magazine.

waters. Jesus said, "Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst
again." What a lesson! All whom He takes in hand are wellinstructed in this foundation truth, that no waters springing hom
earth can prove permanently satisfying. The world's joys and the
world's religion, its smiles and its most desirable gifts, all fail to yield
content. Those who drink deepest" shall thirst again." Think of
the thirst of hell !
n.-The next lesson was of a more cheering character. Jesus had
living water to give, which bestows upon its happy possessors unalloyed
joy and satisfaction; for" Whosoever shall drink of the water tha.t
I shall give him shall never thirst." Did not the water of life seem
more and more desirable to the listening one, as Jesus went on to unfold
its matchless excellence ~
nI.~The woman was taught this water is a g4t of the Saviour's
grace. It is not offered. It is not sold. He gives it, or none can
possess it. A great step is gained when we have learnt from Whom the
gift of life comes, and that it is imparted freely and gratuitously. This
causes a hope to spring up, with an earnest desire to be made a recipient
thereof.
IV.-Jesus taught that the water He gives is a "well of water,"
and there is consequently a fullness and constancy in the supply.
" This spake He of the Spirit" (vii. 39), which is " in him" who is thus
favoured. The Lord intimates that eternal life is an internal possession
where alsoV.-It is found" springing up" in constant renewals and perpetual
freshness. Sometimes the spring runs very low, and almost seems to
fail; but it never quite ceases. Life in the soul will bubble up more
or less strongly in desire, prayer, hopes, sighs, and cries for mercy, in
love to Jesus, His Word, His House, His people, and His ways. The
Church is a " spring shut up, a fountain sealed."
VI.-As the springs ultimately find their way into the ocean, the
confluence of all waters, so the springs of grace flow in many a crooked
channel to the great ocean of eternal love, from which indeed they
had their source; just as the water is drawn from the ocean in the
first instance. It is a circle of love! The well springs up into everlasting life. .
These were the lessons J:esus taught, and the immediate effect of
His instruction was as- Jesus had predicted: "If thou knewest the
gift of God, thou wouldest have asked of Him." She does know
something now, and straightway she asks Him: "Sir, give me this
water." Divine teaching· leads t{) true prayer. But she did not
know exactly what she was praying for. She did not quite understand
Christ's teaching, nor comprehend the nature of the· gift. She added
some words which showed her ideas were still gross: "that I thirst
not, neither come hither to draw." Poor seeking sinners may take
encouragement from the flj,ct that ~er ignorance and lack of understanding did not in any wise render her prayer ineffectual. It was
fully answered.
Let us enumerate the steps of this woman's progress so far as we
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have gone. First, Jesus came to the well. Second, she came to Jesus.
Third, a willingness was wrought in her to receive the water of life.
Fourth, she sought instruction under a felt sense of ignorance. Fifth,
Jesus taught her. Sixth, she asked and the Lord gave.
3.-THE BESTOWING OF THE WATER.

As the instruction preceding was line upon line, and precept upon
precept, so the gift which she thus learnt to seek for was bestowed
gradually, here a little and there a little.
L-Jesus began by convincing her of sin, and letting her see that He
knew all about her (verses 16-18). This iSElVer the commencement
of His dealings. He brings His people to know their sinfulness, sets
self before their eyes in all its hideous deformity, and makes them feel
that all things are naked and opened to the eyes of Him with whom
they have to do. The woman of Samaria was wonderfully astonished
when this revelation was made to her. She did not attempt to 'deny
her sinfulness, but fell under it. Moreover, she did not seek to fly
from Him, but stood before Him, just as she was, a·poor, vile sinner,
condemned in her own conscience and confessedly guilty. She waited
at His feet as a true penitent.
Il.-We soon see the worlcing of faith. She began to believe that
Jesus was a Prophet and a Teacher, and said, "Sir, I perceive that
thou art a prophet." Thus she was led step by step to know herself,
and then to know Him.
IlL-Convinced of sin, with guilt pressed home upon her consCience,
the first impulse of her heart was to seek to evade the ke~n edge of
convictiun, by turning the conversation off to idle questions respecting
external forms of worship. She. introduced the old controversy
between the .Samaritans arid the Jews, as to whether the Temple at
Jerusalem or that on Gerizim was the most acceptable place of worship
in God's sight. Jesus responded very gently and tenderly. There was
no upbraiding and no reproof. He takes it up and kindly shows herIV.-What true worship is, and the distinction between it and other
kinds of worship. There are three sorts, ",nd only one is right. "Ye
(Samaritans) worship ye know not what "-this is the worship of
ignorance, the blind worship of an unknown God. "We (Jews) know
what we worship." This of the Jews, however, was merely intellectual
worship, that of the head. True worshippers must "worship the
Father in spirit and in truth," which is spiritual worship, acceptable
to the Most High.
V.-Now the life-giving wat-ers have flowed into her heart in sufficient
fullness for her to learn something of the love of God, who, as "the
Father," condescends even to seek for true worshippers (verse 23).
The w!).ters still rise and are given in yet more abundant measure,
uutil at last
VL-Christ reveals Himself to her. She thinks it must be the
Messiah who is teaching her. How her heart swells with the blessed
hope! The very hope that Jesus is tea-ching them causes seekers to
-

IS
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reJOIce. Presently, Jesus said to the waiting one, " I that speak unto
thee am He." Now, it is done. Christ has revealed Himself by His
word. She is put in happy possession of the water of life, and granted
a knowledge of the Fountain from whence it flows.
Bath.

E. C.

THE LORD IS RISEN.
.. He is rise·n from the dead; and behold, He gQeth before you into

G'alilee; there shall ye see Him."-MATTHEw xxvii. 7.
Lord is risen," " The Lord is risen indeed."
An angel clad in dazzling white array
. Came down from heaven, and ope'd the Healed tomb,
And Christ the Lord arose at rise of radiant day.
.. THE

•.• The Lord is risen." Your Surety is released,
And His release is sure and certain sign
That He hath met the law's tremendous claim,
That you are counted just by God the Judge divine.
.. The Lord is rist:n," and when tl1e trumpet-call
Of His archangel rings through yielding air,
His sleeping saints shall rise from shadowy beds,
As lilies rise from earth at Spring's returning fair.
.. The Lord is risen," He goes before you now
To make a way for your oft weary feet,
T'exalt the vales, to lay the mountains low,
To part the foaming waves of rushing rivers fleet.
.. The Lord is risen," and you shall Ilee Him soon
In His bright home above the starry skies ;
With this sweet thought console and cheer your heart.<;
When dearest earthly friends are hid from your dim eyes.
" The Lord is risen," the risen Lord now reigns
In perfect love, and perfect wisdom true.
Because He reigns, bid care and fear depart;
Because He hath " all power," let peace be aye with you.
ISA.

GOD'S great design in the method of salvation, made choice of by
infinite wisdom, was to stain the pride of all glory, that no flesh might
glory in his sight, but that he that glorieth should glory only in the
Lord (Jer. ix. 24).- Halyburton.
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THE PORTRAIT.
THE LATE REV. JAMES HOOD WILSON, D.D.
THE Church of God in Scotland, since the Reformation, has been
exceptionally favoured by her Divine Head with a succession of spiritual
pastors and teachers-men mighty in the Scriptures, sound in the
doctrines of sovereign grace, and faithful in their proclamation of the
whole counsel of God. From the days of John Knox till quite recent
times the dogmatic standards of Christian belief characterizing Scottish
Christianity were adhered to with tenacious consistency. In very recent
times, however, the influence of latitudinarian German theology has
seriously deteriorated the pulpit testimony of all the Presbyterian
churches, while a political element, prevailing especially among the
younger ministers, has tended disastrously to cwtivate worldlymindedness among the congregations. Ecclesiastical considerations,
based more or less upon politics, have actuated great corporate movements in the several sections of Presbyterianism, and to-day a crisis
in the religious history of Scotland has arisen, the outcome of which
it would be presumptuous to attempt to forecast.
. It is, in these conflicting circumstances, refreshing to meet with
exceptional instances of fidelity to the old standards of faith among
present-day Scottish ministers, and to chronicle their fruitful labours
in the cause and kingdom of Christ. In this connection we invite
the attention of our readers to the career of a recently deceased
Edinburgh pastor-the Rev. JAMBS HOOD WILSON, D.D., Minister of
the Barclay Church-whose instructive "Life" has been written by
the Rev. Dr. Wells. * Our limited space allows of only a very condensed
sketch of the devoted Gospel ministry of Dr. Wilson, and we must refer
our readersJor a detailed memorial to the volume itself. The subject
of our artic~ had a notable career as a home missionll.ry, a pastor, a
preacher to the young, an evangelist, a spiritual guide, and a philanthropist. JamesHood Wilson was born in 1829 at Duns, in the county
of Berwick, the son of a successful merchant. He was practically
adopted and reared, in the fear of God, by an aunt, whom he used to
esteem as his" second mother." When he became a minister" he
took her to his own home." They lived together for fifty-two years
as mother and son, and death only parted them. Their bodies rest in
the same grave.
His mother was a full cousin of Dr. McCrie, the famous historian of
John KnOx. He was early called by grace, and owed much, under God,
. to the ministry of the Rev. William Cousin. In 1843, when barely
fifteen, he entered the Edinburgh University, graduating in 1848 with
the highest honours. Later, he was ordained as a Minis~er of the Free
• THE LIFE OF JAMES HOOD WILSON, D.D.• of the Barclay Church, Edinburgh.
By JAMES WELLS, D.D., with Portrait and Illustrations, 7/6, (London: Hodder
& Stoughton). We are indebted to the Publishers of the Memoir, for the
portrait which appears in our pages this month.
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Church of Scotland, his earlier labours being associated with the
Fountainbridge Mission in a poor part of the Scottish capital. His
first text after ordination may be taken as an indication of the humility
of spirit with which he entered on his Master's work. It was
Jer. i. 6, 7, "Then said I, Ab, Lord God! behold I cannot speak: for
I am a child. But the Lord said unto me, Say not I am a child: for
thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I command
thee thou shalt speak." The great Hebrew scholar and profound
theologian, Dr. Duncan (familiarly known as "Rabbi" Duncan),
entertained a high regard for the young minister. Meeting him one
day, his advice took the following brief, pointed, and wise form:
"Preach to them plain things and weighty things. Give them the
Law first, that they may be ready for higher things. They that are
whole need not the Physician." His preaching of the Word was greatly
owned by the Spirit in the Mission, and a living Church was gathered,
which in course of time led to the erection of a commodious structure
in w4ich the ever-growing flock could be gathered and fed. By 1860
tb,e membership of Fountainbridge Church amounted to nearly 1,200.
The Lord appeared for His servant as to the cost of the necessary new
building. A Miss Barclay had left £10,000 to her trustees for the
provision of a new Free Church in Edinburgh. This sum was expended
in the erection of th~ "Barclay" Church, to which Dr. Wilson
transferred his co~gregation, and in which he ministered for thirtythree years-till his death. An interesting incident is recorded by
Dr. Wells in his memoir as taking place in connection with the building
of the church. Before the structure was opened, Dr. Wilson, along
with some of his office-bearers and four masons, ascended to the top of
the tower. He there prayed with the men, and gave God thanks that
the church had been finished without loss of life or limb. He also
presented each of the masons with a Bible and one of his own books,
on which he wrote the name of the receiver and a suitable inscription.
Every part of his life seemed to be rich in spiritual incident, for one of
the mason!! became a minister, and Dr. Wilson conducted the service
at the opening of his new church. Here is an extract from the letter
he wrote to his mother in 1881: "The minister, Mr. B., was one of
the masons who built Barclay Church. . . . He was then careless and
profane. He has still the copy of The Golden Fountain which I gave
to the men, and also the Bible which was presented to each."
The preaching of the Word at the Barclay, and the various courses
of week-day lectures on Pilgrim's Progress and other like subjects,
drew enormous audiences, and of all classes. As many as 1,200 persons
have been known to sit simultaneously at the Lord's table. In 1868
the faithful pastor wrote, "Already the church and prayer meeting
hall have become dear to many as places of spiritual birth or of spiritual
refreshing, and many speak of having found a true-hearted home."
The Barclay, with its ample side-buildings and cathedral-like dimensions,
is one of the most conspicuous landmarks in Edinburgh, and for forty
years it has been one of the chief Evangelical centres in Scotland. The
place, or rather ministry in the place, attracted members of various
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Evangelical churches visiting or passing through Edinburgh. One of
the elders of the Barclay wrote: "I know Church of England people,
Baptists, etc., who worshipped for years in the Barclay, and
communicated there, while retaining the principles of their own
churches." The prayer meeting was a great institution, and the
attendances were very large. When reviewing the first nineteen years
of his ministry, Dr. Wilson said, "Our prayer-meeting work liuring
these years has been to go over Pilgrim's Progress, then the Holy
War, then to enter on the Psalms, and now we have reached this most
precious lOOth Psalm." The addre8ses delivered at these meetings
were very highly valued by the young. Many young ladies from
boarding schools attended, and used to take extensive notes. Volumes
of such notes, bound in morocco, with gilt edges, are still in existence
" in many parts of the world, and are prized by their owners, who are
now mothers and grandmothers." One bf these girls, says Dr. Wells,
on whom fortune has smiled, writes: "Among our varied means of
grace, perhaps the prayer-meeting was the most generally appreciated.
In illustration Dr. Wilson was particularly happy, delightfully homely,
and to the point. To be prevented from attending the prayer-meeting
was to most of us like a punishment." His manly, vigorous character
and forcible teaching powers drew large numbers of young men also,
and the two yOlmg men's societies in the Barclay-the Literary and
the Y.M.C.A.-were flourishing institutions. Many men of scJlOlarship
and keen intellectual life-some of them distinguished University
students-took part in the work of the Literary Society. Perhaps
the most marked feature in Dr. Wilson's long labours, and that with
which his memory will ever be eminently associated, were his Tuesday
mid~day lectures on the Pilgrim's Progress. He himself greatly
prized the opportunities afforded him by the vast assemblages of all
ranks of society to proclaim the truth of God outside the limits of his
usual congregation. Seven or eight hundred hearers attended, for
many years, these instructive and striking expositions of the immortal
writings of the great Puritan autllor. In_Dr. Wells's delightful memoir
several very touching illustrations of the work of the Spirit by means
of these lectures are recorded. Among these is the case of an accomplished physician, who, after attending the weekly addresses wrote
warmly of having "received much instruction, and enlargement of
many of his views, and, he trusted, a clearer appreciation of his
unworthiness and of the sovereign and saving merits of Him Who
died for. sinners." Another instance waf? that of an experienced Christian
woman, who had undergone a critical surgical operation which all but
.deprived her of the power of speech. When asked how it was with
her, she with difficulty whispered, " The jewels are safe! " thE" allusion
being to the passage in the Pilgrim's Progress in which the assault
upon Little Faith is described. It will be remembered he was robbed
.of ·his "spending money"-namely, his present comfort-but he
could not be deprived of his interest in Christ: the" jewels" were all
"safe." The delivery of the lectures occupied eleven years, and was
followed by a course on Butlyall's Holy War. The>testimoilies to
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the spiritual profit received by many distinguished hahitues of these
gatherings are recorded by Dr. Wells, and are edifying reading.
Dr. Wilson was sole pastor at the Barclay till 1897. He had been
then forty-four years in practically the same sphere, and ministering
in not a few cases to the same people. Probably he gave on an average
not fewer than seven or eight addresses to members of his own congregation every week. His preaching continued wonderfully fresh to the
last. Betw('en 1897 and 1901 he had as his colleague the Rev. W. M.
Clow, RD., and in 1902 the Rev. R. Sangster Anderson, M.A., became
his second colleague.
Lack of space compels a speedy termination of our sketch of this
eminent minister of Christ, and we must refer those of our readers wno
wish to know more of his abounding labours in the Word and doctrine of
the Gospel to procure the interesting volume to which we have directed
attention, the latter part of which deals with him as the Pastor, the
Children's Friend, the Churchmah, the Moderator, the Citizen, the
Traveller, the Letter-writer, the Friend, the Man, and his Home-going.
He practically died in harness. The sacred fire in him did not die
down. Exactly a fortnight before his death he conducted the whole
of the forenoon service in his loved church.
. On Sabbath day, December 6th, 1903, he peacefully passed into~
the presence of his Lord and Saviour. On his funeral day, a vast and
sympathetic company, all clothed in mourning,. gathered in the Barclay. Dr. Wells writes, "Edinburgh does not often witness such a
crowd as lined the streets between the church and Morningside Cemetery.
His body was reverently laid alongside of the remains of his 'second
mother' and his wife. . . .' So Moses died, according to the word of
the Lord.' The Rabbis tell us that we should read, 'Moses died in
the kiss, or the kisses, of the Lord,' or ' the Lord drew out the soul of
Moses with a kiss.' And so died J ames Hood Wilson.
THE EDITOR.

JACOB desires food to eat, and raiment to put on; God confines not
his bounty within this narrow channel of his petition, but instead of a
staff wherewith he passed Jordan, makes him repass it with two bands.
-Charnock.
By how much the nearer Satan perceiveth the world to an end, by
so much the more fiercely he troubleth it with persecution; that,
knowing himself is to be damned, he may get company in his damnation.-F. Quarles.
~Y how much the less man seeth himself, by so much the less he
displeaseth himself; and by how much the more he seeth the light of
grace, by.so much the more he disdaineth the light of nature.F. Quarles.
"WHO hath delivered us "-or, literally, snatched away forcibly,
as David rescued the lamb from the lion's paw.-Anon.
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THE LATE MR. JAMES WRIGHT.
Hrs LAST SERMON.

,.

MR. WRIGHT'S last public address was delivered in Bristol on Lord's-day
evening, January 1st, 1905, on "The Jews' Religion-The Grace of
Christ" (Gal. i. 6, 13, 14). He said :In verse 6 we have the expression" The grace 01 Christ," and in verses
13 and 14 " The Jetos' religion." These two expressions describe a
most strongly contrasted condition of things in relation to the living
God. The Apostle explains these contrasted eXpressions in relation
to God, and~the Holy Spirit has given in his life an illustration of the
Origin, Course, and Outcome of these two strongly contrasted conditions
-a man who was full of the Jews' religion and worship of men, who
had been brought into the grace of Christ.
We will speak :first of " The Jews' religion." "For ye have heard
of my conversation in time past in the Jews' religion"-my manner of
life, course of life. He had been a zealous follower of it, and a most
zealous promoter of it. Now, as to the origin of it, turn to Acts xxii.
3, 4. "I am verily a man which am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a city
of Cilicia, yet brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, and taught
according to the perfect manner of the law of the fathers." You see
that the Jews' religion was educational, and the progress t-o be made
in it was the result of the teaching of Gamaliel. So that education was
a matter of human institution. How much of the religion of the present
day is of that character! People are born in a Christian country,
brought up to perform certain religious ceremonies and observances,
many of which are perfectly Scriptural, sound, and proper in their
place, and of great value on a right foundation, but with the great
mass it is a matter of education and adhesion. So we have the
persecutor &ul, " An Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law,
a Pharisee" (Phil. iii. 5). As a child he was brought up in this sect
of religion. And that is the be all and in all of many like him, varying
in degree as to power. That was the beginning of the Jews' religion.
We do well to remember that the Jews' religion was Divinely appointed.
The Lord, speaking to the woman of Samaria (John iv. 22) said,
"Salvation is of the Jews." Paul, speaking by the Holy Ghost, in
harmony with this, says of the Jews, "What advantage then hath
the Jew ~ or what profit is there in circumcision ~ Much every way:
chiefly because that unto them were committed the oracles of God"
(Rom. iii. 1-2). This constituted the high distinction of Israel. No
natural greatness, but as we read in Deut. iv. they had the ear of the
living God always open to them, and next they had the law of God.
These two things made them different from their enemies, and
constituted their greatness. But while all these things lifted them
above all other nations, "the name of God is blasphemed among the
Gentiles through you. For circumcision verily pro:fiteth if thou keep
the law; but if thou be a breaker of the law, thy circumcision is made
uncircumcision" (Rom. ii. 24, 25). If it is an empty shell devoid of
its kernel.
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Now, it was into this outward, external religion the Apostle entered
by birth, ceremonial, and human rite, and it is into that religion of
human institution that we enter by birth, education, and early training.
Oh, the difference between" being religious," and having Ohrist, and
being in 'Ohrist. It is -this great difference I want to dwell on, for it is
wonderfully illustrated in the experience of this man.
Now, the beginning was education, and human training. What was
the course of it 1 Exceeding zeal for something. "It is good to be
zealously affected in a good thing" (Gal. iv. 18), but what was the
cause in which the unexampled zeal of this man was exhibited day
by day during his course-was it worthy of zeal ~ No! "And
profited in -the Jews' religion above many my equals in mine own
nation, being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers"
(Gal. i. 14). We know what the Lord Jesus said about these traditions.
"Making the Word of God of no effect through your tradition"
(Mark vii. 13). Human pride is ever tempted to make the traditions
of men the promip.ent matter, thus making void the Word of God,
emptying it of its significance, which just as much nullifies it as rejecting
it; so the course of it was marked by excessive zeal for human
additions to the Word of ,God.
What was the outcome of this Jews' religion ~ It is very significant.
" Ye have heard of my conversation in times past in the Jews' religion,
how that beyond measure I persecuted the church of God and wasted
it" (Gal. i. 13). That was the outcome-the business of this most
religious man !
Wasting the church' for which Christ died, touching the members
of His body. "Why persecutest thou Me ~ " (Acts ix. 4)-80 intimate
is the union between the great mystical body and the Head! He was
up in glory, far out of Paul's reach, but He had left members here on
earth, and counted that as done to Himself. Now, that was the outcome
of the Jews' religion, devastating the fair heritage of God, destroying
God's work, what may be called the mere shell of outward religion
without Christ.
I want to contrast with that, the grace of Ohrist, of which Paul became
a partaker. Verse 12, " For I neither received it of man, neither was I
taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Ohrist." That is the beginning
of the contrasted condition, that is the beginning of Saul the persecutor
becoming partaker of the grace of Christ. How 1 By call, and by
revelation. Beloved friends, have we everyone of us been the subject
of a Divine call and revelation ~ If not, we are not saved. What- is
the call? The call is universal and particular. The gospel is a
universal call, the salvation of Christ is presented by preaching as set
forth to all. (Gal. iii. 1) "Before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been
evidently set forth, crucified among you," in his testimony. NIl who
preach the Gospel in simplicity preach that Christ took the flesh and
blood Qf the children (Heb. ii. 14, 15). The sinner must die, or the
Substitute, and everyone who accepts that Substitute is free. And
that is the gospel, which is preached to every creature under heaven,
made known to all, preached to all nations, so that God out of every
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tribe, people, and nation gathers His own. That is the universal call.
But now you remember Isaiah says in chapter liii. 1, "Who hath believed
our report, and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed ~"
It was not like Balaam, a man speaking by inspiration, without having
a new spirit; no, the holy Isaiah received his commission in the presence
of God, he fell on his face, shamed and self-condemned. "Woe is me !
for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips" (chap. vi. 5).
Then flew one of the seraphim with a live coal from off the altar, with
which he touched his lips, and he heard the blessed words, "Lo, this
hath touched thy lips; and thine'iniquity is taken away, and thy sin
purged." Instantly, in the happy freedom of the delivered soul, he
turns and says, " Here am I; send me," and he goes forth in sympathy
with his message. And do you not see under these words the concentrated sympathy of that great heart with the message he received ~
" Who hath believed our report 1" And then he goes on, " To whom
hath the arm of the Lord been revealed 1" The two things go together.
If the soul has not believed the report, there is no revelation; on the
other hand, the converse holds good, every guilty sinner who receives
that report has a revelation-an effectual call and revelation. When
the gracious call in the gospel is listened to, and responded to, the call
is effectual, and in every such case there is an inward revelation of the
glory of Christ. Paul did not refer to the wonderful light that shone
upon him on the Damascus road, and he fell to the earth under the
power of that light. No; that was the outward symbol of an inward
revelation! Paul had no monopoly in this matter-every saved soul
has an inward revelation; every soul that acknowledges the Deity of
Christ has this revelation. What made the difference between the
world and those to whom Paul was speaking 1 In Matt. xvi. 16 we
read that Peter said, "-Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God."
What does the Lord say 1 "Flesh and blood hath not revealed it
unto thee, put My Father which is in heaven." "No man can say
that Jesus is the I~ord, but by the Holy Ghost" (1 Cor. xii. 3), and when
he does, the inward revelation of the glory of Christ has shone in hiB
w~
/
That was the beginning of the contrasted condition of Saul of Tarsus
when he passed from the Jews' religion. And oh! how he abhorred
it afterwards, how he speaks of it as dung and dross that he flung from
him in disgust (Phil. iii. fl). What a contrast, this human condition,
beg@ by education and human training, and this Divine revelation!
What a different thing to be educated and trained in Christianity!
And people are very much offended if you ask them if they are
converted: "Am I a heathen 1" they say. They are worse than
heathen a great deal. .oh, may we cleave to the simple truth of God,
to the'simple teaching of this Book as opposed to the false trust of
anyone who is relying on religious duties for salvation. Is there one
such here to-night 1 What you need is the gospel call responded, to
with a glad heart, to receive Him who came down to earth to lift you
to glory, who went to the cross and bore the penalty you deserved.
Receive Him as a personal Saviour. As Isaac looked at the ram, and
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said, "Instead of me," so, as you see Him suffering on the cross, say,
" Instead of me."
Have you responded to the call, "Come unto Me ~" When you
say the word, and Christ comes in, the moment you do that you have
a revelation. Every other view of Christ will not save you. You
may admire Him as a moral teacher, that will not save your soul; it
was not as an Example that God se.nt Him into the world, it was to
save sinners. "This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation,
that ChriAt Jesus came into the world to save sinners" (1 Tim. i. 15),
that is the chief object; it was to save He came, to finish the work He
had already commenced; not to put sinners into a salvable condition
and leave them to work it out, but to save them out and out, so that
they pass from darkness to light, from death to life-there is no middle
place-from a proud enemy and rebel to a child. Who does this ~
Christ. When as a poor sinner you trust in Christ, you have heard the
call, listened to the call, and God has revealed Christ in the character
in which He sent Him. I never think of coming into God's presence
because I am such a holy person; though I have known the Lord Jesus
over SIxty years, I do not speak of any goodness of my own, my only
ground of acceptance is the merit of Christ my Saviour. I know no
merit but in Another, not on account of my consistency, or the works
done since I was saved My very best works are stained with sin. If
grace has a touch of work in it, it is not grace. You can never mix
grace and works, whether before or after conversion. I do not forget
that there are works of love, but I speak of the ground of acceptance
and communion with Him, and in that region no works or merits have
a place. Paul's ministry was a mercy, not a merit. Look at 1 Tim. i.
12-16. Salvation was a mercy. "For this cause I obtained mercy,
that in me first Jesus Christ might show forth all longsuffering, for a
pattern to them which should hereafter believe on Him to life everlasting." And his ministry was a mercy. "I obtained mercy!"
Oh the wonderful grace of Christ! That was the beginning of it.
What was the course of it ~ We saw the course of the Jews' religion,
exceeding zeal for human additions to the Word of God. Now, what
was the course of this new condition into which Paul had come by
the grace of Christ ~ He was as zealous now in preaching the gospel.
He heard the call, received Christ and salvation, and now he " preached
the faith which once he destroyed" (Gal. i. 23). As man would say,
that was the gospel which he never got tired of preaching wherever
they would hear it. So the course of this happy man, after he had
heard the call, is to be a preacher of the everlasting gospel. We are
not all called to the same kind of thing as Paul, but there is a sense in
which that principle applies. "Necessity is laid upon me ; yea, woe
is unto me, if I preach not the gospel" (1 Cor. ix. 16). Not all are
called to publicly preach the gospel, but all are called to live it, to
illustrate it. I have known the case of a soul that, as the life was
watched, and there was seen in a professed believer consistency,
patience, and cheerfulness in trial andaffiiction, it was the means ,of
bringing that soul to the Lord. A believer who lives Christ is better
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than one who merely preaches. But the two things go together.
It is no good preaching if the life be inconsistent.
What was the outcome ~ You have seen the outcome of the other,
bitter persecution of the saints of God. What was the outcome of
this ~ It began in the call responded to, a revelation· received, and
went on to the necessity of preaching the gospel that had brought such
blessedness to him. And the end of it is seen in the definition we have
in this Epistle of the grace of Christ itself (verse 4), "Who gave
Himself for our sins," the first aspect meeting our first need: the full,
free, everlasting forgiveness of sins. Then in chap. ii. 16 we have
another aspect of the grace of Christ, justification: " That we might be
justified by the faith of Christ," that is, being counted righteous before
God, not because of works, but because of the imputation of Another's
righteousness to us.

life

.. Upon a
I did not live,
Upon /l; death I did not die,
Another's life, Another's death,
I stake my whole eternity."

And so Paul, quoting from Psalm xxxii., where nothing is said about
the imputation of righteousness; but "Blessed is the man to whom
the Lord imputeth not iniquity," says, " Even as David also describeth
the blessedness of the man unto whom God imputeth righteousness
without works" (Rom. iii. 6), his inference being that where God did
not impute sin, He imputed righteousness. Now, in the grace ofChrist
we stand before God in the righteousness of Another. "Jehovah
Tsidkenu, the Lord our Righteousness" (Jer. xxiii. 6).
But there is another point still in chapter iii. 22, " That the promise
by faith of Jes1L~ Christ might be given to them that believe." Now
that promise is the promise of eternal life. "In hope of eternal life,
which God that cannot lie, promised before the world began" (Titus
1, 2). To whom was the promise made ~ If it was made before the
foundation of the world, it must have been before there were any human
beings created, so it must have been made to the Second Person in
the Trinity, in the eternal counsels of God, and we see the Father
promise the Son that man should be saved by His atoning death.
And therefore the salvation of every believer was a matter of promise
by the Fatber to the Son before the world began. Now the immense
blessedness to our souls is this, that the promise is not in our keeping
at all, but God made the promise to His Son as the Head of the church.
And how do we come to share it ~ As joint-heirs with Christ. That
is the condition; the promise was made in eternity before the foundation
of the world, to the Head, Christ, and when in time we are brought
into union with the Son by faith, we come into the possession of all
the promises. And all are surely received, as the Apostle says, " All
things are yours" (1 Cor. iii. 21), just equivalent to what was said by
the father to tbe elder son, "Son, thou art ever with me, and all that
I have is thine" (Luke xv. 31). Now that is what God says to every
saved child, but it must be in the Son, " At that day ye shall know that
I am in my Father, and ye in Me, and I in you" (John xiv. 20). What
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meaning that imports into the words of the Psalmist, "Nevertheless,
I am continually with Thee" (Ps. lxxiii. 23). And in Ps. xxiii. " Thou
art with me." In Ps. lxxiii. " continually" gives the notion of union,
because he was united to Christ, and, because of that union, found
himself a partaker of this promise.
But this is not all. In chapter iv. 6, " God hath sent forth the Spirit
of His Son into your hearts," not only past grace, but present! Just
contemplate the immensity of this privilege, to have the Holy Spirit
dwelling in us! It is a simple revelation of the Word of God that into
the body of every believer the Holy Ghost come.~ to be an Indweller,
not a mere visitation, as He came on the prophets of old when they
prophesied, but" to abide for ever" (John xiv. I~), to come as an
abiding guest. That is your portion and mine! And in chapters
iv. and v. Paul unfolds to us the many-sided character of this gift.
If we have received Him, we use a cry we never had in our hearts before
we came to Christ, " Abba, Father." Again, the Apostle t-ells us that
the Spirit energizes us for a new walk, a walk we never walked before.
" Walk in the Spirit" (verse 16). Then if I follow out the new instinct
and walk, I am met again by a Leader. "If ye be led of the Spirit"
(verse 18). I am called t~ a new walk because I have received a new
Spirit. And, glorious truth, it is the same Leader that Jesus hadHe was" led up of the Spirit into the wilderness" (Matt. iv. 1). So
you and I have the same leader as our Master., And then we have a
new hope," We through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness
by faith" (verse 5). What is the hope of righteousness ~ Glory!
That is a hope. We do not wait for redemption in one sense, we do
not w.ait for the Spirit, for the Spirit has come, but we wait for the
hope, and that is glory. That is what I look for, and the Spirit which
is given me enables me to wait. I should long ago have given up
waiting, but He enables me to wait. And we, believers, are to be
found waiting for Him to the end, we wait till He come. "One day
is with tho Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.
The Lord, is not slack concerning His promise, but is longsufiering to
usward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to
repentance" (2 Peter iii. 8, 9). Let us set our watches by His chronometer, and we shall not accuse Him of slowness. Only two",and a half
days have elapsed, according to that reckoning, since the ascension
of the Lord Jesus. And then we have a new " fruit" (verses 22, 23).
" The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace," etc. Now, all these things
8re the result of one Gift. What a mighty contrast we have seen
between" the Jews' religion" and" the grace of Christ." What a
contrast there is between any mere shallow religion, a religion of
outward ceremonies and observances, and the possession of Christ in
the heart I May the latter be the portion of all here!
THE heart is a small thing, but desireth great matters. It is not
sufficient for a kite's dinner, yet the whole world is not sufficient for it.
-Francis Quarles.
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The following is the substance of a Sermon preached at Mary-le-port
Church, Bristol, by the Rector on the evening of Mr. WRIGHT'S death:" And· Enoch walked with God :. and he was not .. for God took him."GENESIS v. 24.

L

BOTH the Old and New Testament bear testimony to the grace of
God which was in Enoch. There are very few verses here, only an
historical record, and the references in the New Testamt'nt in Hebrews
and Jude. From these,' taking all the information together, we
gather that Enoch was a prophet, the only man of God spoken of so
prior to the flood. In Jude we are told he was" the seventh from
Adam." One lays stress on that as an important statement. Why
should God count them and draw our attention to the fact ~ It
shows us that God had at all times a "sufficiency" of witnesses.
Seven always signifies eno-ugh--completeness-and God will always
have" enough" witnesst's, no matter how many He transfers to gloty ;
He will always have" enough" on earth.. Enoch lived in a very evil
age. In Jude 14-16 we are told of those unbl'lievets and scoffers
who feared not to speak evil of holy things, and the summary of the
matter which comprised the prophecy of Enoch: "Behold, th~ Lord
cometh with ten thousands'of His saints, to execute judgment upon
all, and to convince (i.e. convict) all that are ungodly among them
of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and
of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against
Him." Here we find the tender conscience of this faithful prophet
who heard all around him thus speaking against God and t4e things
of God, and bore testimony to the contrary. At all times there have
been enemies to· the truth of God, and no faithful witness of God (in
proportion to his faithfulness) has failed to meet with opposition.
Early in the history of the world this organized antagonism had its
beginning in the earth. - In Hebrews xi. 5 we find Enoch was emin(>nt
for his faith-" Through faith: " the stress is all laid on the grace of
faith possessed by Enoch. He" walked with God" in agreement,
in fellowship with God. He delighted in His thoughtd and purPOSl'S ;
and for how long ~ Three hundred years after he begat Methusaleh.
There is a repetition here, "Enoch walked with God" (verses 22 and
24), and where that occurs we conclude that God is laying emphasis on
His own statement (not to confirm the truth of it, but for our sakes,
in compassion to our infirmities), and because of our slowness of heart
He reiterates His statements. And" he pleased God." Who gave
Enoch that testimony ~ God Himself. God bears testimony with
the spirits of His dear people. This is the aim of every true child of
God-" a closer walk"; and if it be so, as in Enoch's ease, it will
pl(>ase God. He takes plf'asure in the spiritual desires of His people,
having first given them to them Himself. He gratifies the desi.re
after Him. We have thE.' Psalmist's words, "My soul thirsteth for God,
for the living God," for no other, "in the Sanctuary," in the courts
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of His presence, and He reveals Himself there in the Person of Je~lUs,
who is the Sun of Righteousness arising in the hearts of His people
with healing in His wings. Enoch had soul-thirst after God, and God
gratified it for 300 years. If we' walk in the light we have fellowship;
we have it the one with the other-the Father with us and we with
Him-and the blood obliterates the sin in the sphere of the light, and
His people walk as in a large place. Every accusation of the enemy
or that conscience can bring in is answered by " the blood." If you
,are desiring the closest fellowship obtainable on earth, seek it in God's
way;. if you are children of light, God will draw you to Himself and
you will enjoy the "fellowship" in ever-increasing measure. "The
path of the just shineth more and more unto the perfect day"; it
cu1qlinatesin "perfect day," the day of resurrection of the saints.
The Sun shall rise once and for ever. "Oh, what a sunrise will that
advent be!" And so the children of light are hasting on to that
sunrise; at present they are in the darkness, in the night, but" the
night is far spent." So shall we be found ready, as Enoch was when
the call came. How much God favoured His dear servant to spare
him seeing the article of death! While walking with God he "was
not "-here. In Heb. xi. 5 the word used is "translated "-" translation." Before his translation. God suspended His own law in the
case of Enoch, and He did also for Elijah, for these two only, both of
them bold witnesses, fearless and courageous, rebuking sin'in whomsoever found, Elijah even in the case of kings of the earth. The Lord
can suspend His laws because HE is above them. His laws are what
He chooses to make them, so in Enoch's case He suspended the law
of death. "He was not, because God took him "-what a taking!to the bosom of God when scoffing and unbelief were rampant on all
hands. He was translatea-he changed places-as signified by the
word. That is all that occurred. God took him from one place to
another, from this present evil world to the realms of glory, where
" the wicked cease from troubling a.nd the weary are at rest." In the
case of all God's Baved people, it is "absent from thp. body, present
with the Lord." Where He is, wherever that is, we leave to go to Him.
We shall see presently, and to me it is of little concern. "Whom have
I in heaven but Thee ~" Every child of God desires to walk in
fellowship with Christ Jesus till the last foe is vanquished, and then
to see the Lord face to face and to be for ever satisfied with Him, " as
He is," not as we thought of Him-altogether different, altogether
glorious! "Eye hath not seen, nor ear hea.rd, neither have entered
the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them
that love Him." So what shall we say of Jesus Himself, if not of
things ~ Is it possible that it should enter the heart of man what
Jesus is like 1 We must wait humbly and expectantly, without any
fears of being forsaken at the last, and we shall be satisfied. If the
Queen of Sheba was bound to confess of Solomon's glory that the half
had not been told her, what shall we say when we see Him as He is ~
Not one millionth part of that which He is shall have been told us
when we appear before Him clothed in His righteousness-sons of
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God, heirs, and joint-heirs. Enoch walked with God; and this is
the converse, God walked with Enoch. God does walk with His people,
and in them. "I will walk in them." Every right step we take as
children of God, God strengthens and energizes us to take that step;
He guides our feet. So as God is in us, willing and ordering us, so
shall we walk in the right way. Two can walk together, being agreed,
on the grounds of grace, because of an atoning sacrifice offered for sin
in the Person of the Just One for the unjust.. We ask Him to walk
in us. "Walk Thou in me" should be our constant prayer.
These thoughts bear in intimate measure upon that dear man of God
who has just left us-JAMES WRIGHT. His walk was one of remarkable
conformity to the mind of God. His going out and coming in were
those of a man walking with God in his inmost soul. One felt a powerful
sense of reverence in his presence, and as he broke the bread of God's
Word one was deeply conscious of the power of the Spirit. I always
found God had given him a message. The faithful minister" refreshed
the soul of his Master." His aim was to refresh the soul of
his Master by delivering his Master's message, faithfully dividing
between the "precious and the vile." between the" chaff and the
wheat." I believe God is bereaving the Church of her choicest
teachers, and I do not see (though I can only see a little way) others
to take their place, but it remnant will be "enough." Enoch was the
seventh. I see the blank!>, the- vacancies, the sorrowing congregations,
and I see not the shepherds. The old ones " retire"; the way of the
truth is spoken against on all hands, by the Press and by those who
call themselves" deeper thinkers." May the Lord keep our hearts
simple lest they be spoiled. "Beware lest anyone spoil you through
philosophy," through the "oppositions of science falsely so called."
In the last days difficult times shall come: they have come. Let us
ask God to keep oUr hearts lest we lose the "simplIcity in Christ."
Beware lest any man-i.e. human teaching, clever, learned, captivating,
meeting the pride of the human heart called "knowledge" (but in
reality gnosticism)-beware lest- any man deceive you. Let us be
careful, and remember that under God much depends on testimony.
We who know the truth must bear witness to that truth. "Ye are the
light of the world"; the world knows no other; the Bible is a sealed
book to it; the Holy Ghost needs to -unlock it; nature never' apprehends it, for within it are God1 s thoughts, and He says, " My thoughts
are not your thoughts." So God's living people are the practical light
of the world. What a call on every child of God to let his light shine !
It may be only a taper light; let it shine: it may do a great work
through the sanctifying grace of God, who uses feeble means lest flesh
should glory. He is jealous of His own honour, and, whatever makes
for that, He honours. Jesus said to the priests and scribes, when they
came complaining to Him of the children who were praising Him, and
asked Him if He heard what they were saying, "YEA; out of the
mouths of babes and sucklings Thou hast ordained praise." -So to
those whose light is feeble and flickering I would say, seek that it
should shine in the darkness-it is alight; as a spark can kindle a
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great fire, so in the hands and power of the Holy Ghost it may serve
to produce a glorious light. Be faithful in a few things; we are
stewards, and it is required in stewards that they should be faithful.
The Lord knows how many talents He has committed to us. " Hold
fast that which thou hast," though tempted in a thousand forms to
give it up. The world would silence all witness; it dreads the light,
even though that light ;reveals the ordy hope for the world to come.
Enoch walked in an evil day, and bore testimony; he let his light
shine. It pleased God to set a seal to his testimony. The Lord
advanced him, preferred him, changed places for him, gave him
" beauty for ashes," a place among princes; and so He has done with
dear JAMES WRIGHT. After waiting through weeks of suffering, now
he has no more trials, and no more anxieties about orphans, for he is
"for ever with the Lord" !
RECOLLECTIONS OF A BRIEF INTERVIEW WITH
MR. JAMES WRIGHT.

an

IT i,s
inestimable privilege to be permitted to make that acquaintance
with the eminent saints of God here below which will ripen into fruition
above, when we "shall know even as we are known, at the appearing
of our Lord Jesus Christ." This favour was accorded me on the morning
aftj:lr a Clifton Conference ended some years ago, in a brief journey
from Clifton Down Station to Montpelier, when a beloved friend,
seeing Mr. Wright seated, selected that carriage for me. He immediately, after a friendly greeting, spoke of the Lord Jesus Christ" as
the great Magnet, drawing us first to Himself, and then, like so many
steel filings, we are drawn together in Him and fuse." He had thus
exalted his Lord and Master as the all-attractive Centre, and obeyed
the injunctiQn, "Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace." Yes, in proportion as we have fellowship with the
Father and the Son, we are drawn together with" all that love our
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity and truth" by the fellowship of the
Spirit, whatever be the outward name or denomination by which we
are called, and are true members of the one body of Christ.
MARY.
BROAD and spacious is the road to infernal life ; there are enticements
and death-bringing pleasures. There the devil flattereth that he may
deceive; smileth that he may endamage; allureth, that he may
destroy.-F. Quarles.
.THE Book of Psalms, -at the beginning, sets forth~ the downward
steps of sin. The ungodly (men regardless of God) soon become
sinners (the conscious and deliberate transgressors of God's law), and
end in being scorners (the defiers and scoffers of -all religion); thus, led
by the syren lure of temptation, they first walk, then stand, then sit,
without alarm, in the road to death.-Anon.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.

DEAR SIR,-I am only sending a short note this month. After
writing my last letter I was laid aside by illness for some time. Through
the Lord's mercy I am now recovering, for which I would praise His
name. I shall value the prayers of God's people at this time that His
power may be glorified in me. Our friends will kindly pardon a little
delay in our acknowledging parcels of books. The work has increased
much during the last two or three years, so that now about £1,000
worth of books are circulated by us annually. All gifts of books or
money will be heartily welcomed if addressed to me.
Yours sincerely,
R. E. BRIDER.
Gospel Book Mission, Salisbury, March, 1905.
THE LATE MR. SAMUEL SHARP.
DEAR MR. ORMISTON,-I believe, when resident in the North of
London, you were acquainted with Mr. Samuel Sharp, and I am sure
you will receive with regret the intelligence that his long-sustained
and valuable services to the Church below have ceased. He passed
to'jhis eternal rest on February 28th, in his eighty-second year.
:For more than half a century (as you may be aware) he was a member
and sympathizing helper of the church at Regent Street Chapel
(formerly of the City Road), and during a large portion of that period
honourably filled the office of Deacon. Although a man of great gifts
and business capacity, and esteemed for his integrity in commercial
circles, he never entered public life, preferring to devote his leisure to
the interest of Christ's kingdom, mainly through such institutions as
the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society.
For many months previous to the end, he was subject to severe
trial and affliction, and at times to much darkness of mind and conflict
with the enemy; but at eventide it was light, and the last hours were
most peaceful. He said to me, " I have not made shipwreck of faith;
I know whom I have believed," and was often heard communing with
his God, sometimes saying, "I am waiting Lord, I want to come home,
take me to Thyseli"
A very large number of friends gathered at his grave in Highgate
Cemetery, to show respect and honour to one whose memory will long
live in many hearts.
Believe me,
Yours very faithfully in Christ,
37. Ashley Road. Crouch Hill, London. N.;
W. SINDEN.
March 16, 1905.
16
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THE RANSOMED OF THE LORD.
By

DR. KRUMMACHER.

" The ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with songs,
and everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away."-IsAIAH xxxv. 10.

IT is a heart-enchanting picture which Isaiah the Seer paints with
glowing colours in the words of our text. It is the representation of
that blissful and joyful period, which should gladden the world, after
the appearing of the promised Morning Star above the horizon of the
earth. This golden period, after the Surety had finished his work,
and the Comforter had made His entry into the world, has actually
arrived; and the wonders which Isaiah describes in this chapter have
already taken place, at least as regards their commencement, and do
take place even to this hour. In the verse we have read, he gives a
short, but very complete and comprehensive, description of the life
of the citizens of the New Testament kingdom, and at the same time
points out to us its five gradations or periods. These periods in the
life of the children of God, we will contemplate a little more closely on
the present occasion.
I. The period of return.
Il. That of the entrv into Zion.
Ill. The period of permanency.
IV. The period of rejoicing.
. V. The period of fruition.
I. The first vision which presents itself to our view, is of a peculiar
kind~mournful and yet joyful; gloomy, and: yet exciting to songs of
praise.; we see before us a group of travellers. Who are these people,
and from whence do they come ~ Were it from beholding their whole
property reduced to ashes they could not look more sorrowful than
they now appear, whilst on their march; inor be more afllicted and
weighed down with grief, were they returning from a place of interment,
where they had buried both hope and joy, the sweetest companions
of human life. Not a trace of peace or comfort is discoverable in the
whole train. A sable banner waves before them. Ashes instead of
garlands are upon every head, and in the appearance of each is only
the expression of the profoundest affliction and the most oppressive
anxiety. Whilst some melt into tears, others give vent to their grief
in loud sighs; some beat, sobbing, upon their breasts, and despair
seems to look forth from the visages of others. All are robbed of their
repose-all seek some place of refuge, languishing for aid.
A richly decorated figure meets them on their way; it is the world!
How kindly she looks upon the agonizing troop! "Come," says she,
"I will comfort you; I will cheer you again." Thus saying, he
presents them a cup-the cup of her dissipations, and shows them
the wreath-crowned arena of her pleasure and delight, where they,
who are now so mournful, were frequently so joyful. But all her
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allurements and enticements are in vain-they have lost their power.
" Away, thou deceiver!" is their language to her. "Long enough
did we lie at thy empty wells, and attempted to satisfy ourselves with
thy unsatisfying husks. Miserable being, what we require thou art
unable to bestow! "
Another approaches the train, likewise with a benignant mien, but
still more wicked than the world, and says, "You hope for mercy ~
You hope in vain! God is a severe and inexorable man; follow me;
enjoy the world and its pleasures as long as you are permitted; for
remember that ye are lost." But to this voice also no attention is paid.
An invisible being has already joined the weeping host; who catches
with his powerful shield those fiery darts of Satan, which are intended
to carry the gangrene of hopelessness into their souls, and keeps guard
over the trembling troop, in order that though they fear and despond,
they may not fall a prey to the awful darkness of despair.
Thus they wander on, unspeakably distressed and dismayed. No
man, no angel comforts them. Heaven above them is covered with
black clouds, and the whole world around them seems to them as if
enveloped in a shroud. Do you recognize this weeping train of
wanderers ~ It is the procession of publicans, of malefactors, of sobbing
Magdalens; the troop which, awoke from the sleep of sin, has come to
reflection-the people that have suffered the chastisement of the law.
" The redeemed shall return," it is said in our text. The redeemed ~
Yes; for -so the prophet calls these weeping, aid-imploring people,
and that justly; for they are already, in more than one respect,
redeemed and free; they are redeemed from the infernal prison of
lies and self-deception. Previously, they had regarded themselves as
righteous, or at least as those who had less to fear from any quarter
than from that of God and eternitv. But an invisible hand has now
burst these bands of their blindne~s. The words "Peace! peace!"
are erased from their banner, and a" Woe, woe unto us ! " is inscribed
in their stead.
They are redeemed from sin's house of bondage. Formerly they
were the servants of sin-aye, and its willing vassals and subjectsthey were in alliance with sin. Now they stand at least inflamed with
a Divine hatred against sin, under the banners of a Holy Leader, and
secretly swear in thpir hearts, that they will not rest until they have
completely and for ever shaken off the yoke of this horrible tyranny
from their necks.
They are redeemed from the prison of the world. The world
possessed their whole heart; the world enchanted them with its empty
joys, and imposed upon them in such a manner that they did not
venture to think and judge otherwise than this desperate tyrant thought
and judged. They are now also free from this master, and know that
the whole world lieth in the wicked one.
They are redeemed from the chains of Satan. For years together,
without knowing it, they stood under the sceptre of this dark monarch,
and daily and hourly fulfilled his will. They now know the wicked
one, and have most decidedly renounced his service. They yet know
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as little whom they have to thank for this deliverance, as they feel
conscious of being delivered. But we know the wondrous Liberator,
who descended into their dungeon, and loosed their chains;- we InlOw
the Mighty One who broke the yoke from off their shoulder, and
translated them out of all the false ideas and prejudices by which they
were taken captive from their youth up, into the resplendent light of
truth. Who was it but the Holy Spirit, the Comforter-the Spirit
of liberty, of truth, and of power!
It is thus they approach. Whither are they marching ~ They
seek a place of refuge, in which they may be eternally safe; and this
place glimmers towards them from a distance; it lies in the arms of
Him who is the way, the truth, and the life. It is after His grace they
hunger, thirst, and languish; to His fellowship is the flight of their
ardent desires directed: "the redeemed return."
n. We change our point of view, and fix it in the city of God, in
the congregation of the faithful. Oh, here it is lovely! it is good to be
here! where the cross casts its hospitable shade, and where the peaceful
waters flow, which emanate from the Saviour's wounds. Glad to see
ourselves there also, we stand within the walls of this Jerusalem.
All at once new life pervades the streets of Zion. A joyful tumult
reaches our ears, and soon we clearly distinguish now a Hosannah,
and then a Hallelujah. We hasten nearer, and what do we perceive ~
The same wandering troop, which just before passed weeping and
distressed before us. - But what a totally different appearance do they
now present! what a change has taken place with these people! ashes
are no longer on their heads; the expression of grief and anxiety has
vanished from their countenances. Nothing but joy beams through
every look, and instead of the standard of mourning, the banner of the
cross flutters in the breeze, on which is inscribed, " Bless the Lord, 0
my soul, and forget not all his benefits!" One exults aloud and cries,
"I have obtained mercy!" Another," I know that my Redeemer
liveth !" A third, "The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want! "
Some fall into each other's arms exclaiming, "Blessed be Jesus Christ! "
and congratulations abound in another sense than that in which the
world is wont to congratulate. It seems as if the ancient inhabitants
of the city were all at once inspired with new animation by some spirit;
a festival dawns in Zion, and hymns on the blood of the Lamb, and
songs of praise to the name of Jesus and the free grace of God ascend,
like the sweet perfume of sacrifice, towards heaven. And soon do
t~ey begin to recount and relate; the one tells of a dove which brought
him the olive branch of peace; another boasts of an invisible doorkeeper, :who opened the heart of Jesus to him; a third praises a
wonderful Comforter, who had audibly whispered to him, "Thou art
received into favour." A fourth says, that he had been suddenly able
to apprehend some particular promise, as if written in the Scriptures
for none but him alone. A fifth, that after reading the words, " Blessed
are they that do hunger and thirst after righteousness," he could not
do otherwise than joyfully number himself amongst those who are
thus counted blessed, since he also experienced such a hunger and
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thirst. A sixth says, he knows not how he came by it, but in the
heavenly peace of his soul he perceives the seal of the Lord's favour
towards him. But all confess that it is only now they begin to live;
all are conscious with unspeakable delight that their sins are forgiven
them; all are heartily rf'ady to lay themselves as living thank-offerings,
for every service, on the altar of their infinitely beloved Lord and
Saviour. "We are saved, etl'rnally saved!" is the continual echo
in their hearts; and so they really are, the happy troop, and were so
even when still afar off in fear and trembling; but now they know that
they are so, and since they have known it, and have returned with
songs unto Zion, they have entered into the second age and period of
life of the citizens of God's kingdom.
But. happy as they are, since they have obtained this assuranceyet they do not on that account stand on the loftiest summit of the
Christian life; the state of permanent peace is not yet theirs. Perhaps,
if we visit them again after the lapse of a few days, we shall find already
a great alteration. Many a harp already hangs upon the willows;
and many a lip, instead of hymns of prais£', pours forth afresh only
sighs and lamentations. One says he has no longer any love; another
is deficient in the desire for prayer, or in zeal for the Lord's glory; and
a third has even been guilty of some unfaithfulness to his Saviour.
And where do we now meet the very p£'ople whom we had so lately ll'ft
in Jerusalem's balls of rejoicing ~ They are now sitting in Zion's
p£'nitentiaries; they are lying about in Jerusalem's lazarettos, temptation-cells, and mournful retreats; for suchlike nooks and habitations
are to be found also in the city of God. Their language now is, We haverejoiced too soon; we deceived ourselv£'s, and how is it possible that
the Lord should take such pleasure in such as we ~-and many other
self-accusations are heard.
This state of sorrow is certainly not permanent and abiding, it will
change again. No sooner does a warm breath of the morning blow
upon the heart and agitate the frozen pool of godly feeling, than they
again begin to make room for more favourable and joyful thoughts of
their connexion with the Lord. Yes, they again rejoice and say,
" Truly, I am the Lord's." But if the sensible grace departs, and the
susceptible unction is removed, their rejoicing is instantly turned into
mourning, and their peace disappears anew.
Ill. Therefore, blessed is he who is able to find the way from this
second period of the inward life to the third. We called it the period
of permanency. Isaiah points it out in the words: "Everlasting joy
shall be upon their heads!" Joy is then no longer a timid bird, wbich
in silence takes its flight at the slightest noise; it then obtains firm
footing in our hearts, for we ha VI' made a blissful discovery; we are then
acquainted with only one Star that is never extinguished; with places
that are ever verdant; with a mirror that never sullies, a robe which
moths do not corrupt, and a prospect which is never obscured. And
since we know this, we know also how to maintain our footing, and
our courage, whatever comes.
A Star that never becomes extinct-do you know this Star ~ We
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ought to be glad to know it, for how many a star we are acquainted
with which, though it beams with a friendly light, is soon extinguished
or sinks behind the clouds. The love of God is a sweet and precious
star; how joyfully do we walk in its ravishing beams! A benignant
star is our own fidelity; and how beneficial is the feeling not to have
departed from the Lord and His ways! A consolatory star beams upon
us in the obedience we are enabled to yield Him. How cheering, at
the close of the day, is the consciousness that we have sought by Divine
grace to glorify God according to our ability! A star that shines upon
us with particular loveliness in life is the consciousness of ardent love
to Jesus in our hearts; how blissfully do we proceed on our way, as
long as this flame burns! But how do we feel when these consoling
stars all at once become extinct or sink beneath the clouds !-when
the love of God no longer reflects itself so brightly in the guidance of
our lives-when our fidelity no longer bears us witness that we belong
to the Lord, but backslidings and deviations take its place; and when,
instead of obedience, from whence we might have inferred the genuineness of our faith-only disobedience and sin, as is mostly the case,
manifest themselves in our lives; and when the fervour of our hearts
is suddenly changed into barrenness, and even into coldness! Yet
still, my dear brethren, even then another Star is seen in the sky which
shines down upon us with radiant brightness; it is the fidelity of our
covenant God, the fidelity which is immutable and eternal as His
nature, which never forsakes the once adopted child, but goes after it
in all its aberrations, and would prefer resolving upon anything rather
than upon leaving unfinished the good work once begun in the soul of
the poor sinner. Ah, he who knows how to contemplate this Star in
the darkness of his life is secure from despair. Wherever thou mayest
direct thy path, thou will take firm steps in the light of this
Star.
There is no other staff to support us in our pilgrimage, nor any other
rock on which we can lean, than that which is pointed out in the words,
" If we believe not, yet He abideth faithful; He cannot deny himself."
Let every other support fall away; if thou hast found that Star, and
walkest in its light, thou wilt never be shaken nor moved any
more.
Places that are always verdant-know ye these places ~ It ought
to be of importance to us to know them. We may indeed know many
a green spot, but how soon do they fade! The place is verdant where
the Lord sensibly approaches us; but who possesses always this
consciousness of the Saviour's presence ~ The place is verdant where
he pours out upon us the spirit of unction; but who is unacquainted
with the hour of barrenness and fearful abandonment ~ The place is
verdant where striking answers to prayer strengthen our faith; but
to whom are the seasons strange when prayer seems presented in vain ~
Therefore blessed are the sheep who find a pasturage where the grass
never withereth !-and this is found in the promises of the great God and
His eternal assurances; these are spots which are ever flourishing and
verdant, and are never deficient in delightful food. Though every
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other pasture may be parched up, yet he who knows how to feed in
these meadows shall have bread and water, peace and joy in abundance,
even in the days of heat, barrenness, and famine.
A seal that can never be obliterated. Do you know this impress and
this seal ~ This seal, as the sign of adoption and favour, was formerly
discovered in the intense and heartfelt hatred to sin; in a glowing
consciousness of love to the Lord; in a lively thirsting after his presence,
and in the cheerfulness with which we do His will and make sacrifices to
Him. Certainly all that I have just mentioned may indeed assure us
of our state of grace, they are very unequivocal characteristics of those
who are no longer of the world but are drawn to God. He that perceives
these features in himself, has read with his own eyes the new name
which is given him. But who does not know that these bold and
striking characters may occasionally grow very faint and obscure!
yet still there is one remaining which is sufficient to preserve to us the
conviction that we are His children-one which we formerly little
heeded and valued, one which when everything else disappears may
still be every moment met with in the centre of our being, and that is
the exclusive direction of the heart and soul to the Lord, the decided
will to that which is good, though the performance may sometimes be
wanting; it is the sincere delighting after the inner man in Jesus and
his yoke and service; it is the desiring nothing so much as Him, and
Him alone; aye, and though every other trait were to be E'ffaced from
the tablet of our hearts, these Divine characters remain-not indeed
always in letters of flame, but still always legible; we know them,
we pay attention to them, and are able to appreciate them; and thus
we possess a permanent document of our adoption, an inwardly flowing
fountain of peace and joy in our hearts.
A vesture which moths do not corrupt, nor thieves are able to steal.
And do you ask, " Where shall we find such a dress ~" Ah, you are
well aware that it is not to be found in your own gifts and abilities;
not in your impulse to pray; nor in your conviction, your loving
feelings, fidelity, and gratitude towards God; nor in the purity and
blamelessness of your walk. All this, though certainly a vesture and
even a beautiful one-one that is acceptable to God and extremely
desirable-yet is it also an uninterruptedly existing and abiding one 1
Ab, you experience the reverse! But the more frequently the latter
is the case, the more zealously do you look around you for a vesture
which you may have daily and hourly at hand, and at length you find
such a one; you find it in the great living treasury which is called
Christ. It is Christ's blood and righteousness. Then let every vest·
ment of our own disappear, let the crown of our own personal beauty
fall from our heads; yet we are never naked, the merits of the Surety
stand in our inventory, His righteousness is amongst our clothing, and
His merits never faU from us in OUI COUI?>e, nor doe?> any du?>t defile this
robe of salvation.
A prospect that never grows dim.-There are many pleasing prospects,
but it often happens that before we are aware night has veiled them
fromi.our view, and they perhaps never present themselves again.

248

. The Gospel Magazine.

Such is the prospect of complete holiness of life-the prospect of a
pleasing inheritance here below, or a peaceful existence-the prospect
of the conversion of some particular friend-the prospect that the
beloved of our hearts may not depart from our side-or whatever
prospect it may be. Alas! when so many' cheering prospects close,
whither shall we direct our eye? Then lift it upwards, and look
towards the place which is prepared for us beyond the stars; then cast
it inwards into that golden hereafter, and the mansions which already
bear our names-this prospect cannot grow dim, nor be obscured. It
is true our stumblings are clouds, our unfaithfulness and our aberrationS
are clouds, but we know that they are not such as can obscure that
prospect. If we belong to Christ-that prospect remains eternally
bright and eternally open to us.
We know the omnipotent" I will" of the eternal Son-" I will that
they whom Thou hast given Me be with Me where I am." With these
mighty words we sweep heaven of its clouds, and dispel the mists. 0
sweet though distant view! 0 blissful look into boundlessness! Then
let every other prospect be closed; this one, above the reach of every
other earthly power, recompenses for all.
Now see, my brethren, this is the star that is never extinguished;
these are the places which are ever verdant; this is the seal which is
never obliterated; this is the vesture which the moth does not consume;
and this the prospect which never fades away. We become acquainted
with them in the third period of the Christian course, and are then
secured from despondency. Permanent joy, if not always in the same
measure and degree, is upon our heads.
IV. However, there is still a more blissful state than the one above
described, and the prophet points it out in our text. In the third
period, the Christian certainly rejoices; but we forcibly cause ourselves
this joy, so to speak, by the conside'ration of some particular points,
and the preserving it is also accompanied with some trouble. But
there is still a fourth, in which we are differently situated with respect
to joy. The latter is then by no means a constrained guest, who is with
difficulty detained. We then continue passive, and obtain joy and
gladness, as the-prophet says. We are now more accustomed to forget
our own persons, and, in our own ideas, no longer separate them from
Christ. We are more exercised in the blissful art of knowing ourselves
no longer after the flesh, but regard ourselves in the garment presented
to us by our Surety. The manner of viewing the subject, by means of
which we are every moment conscious of being blameless in Christ,
aye, and of being an object of the Divine good pleasure, is become more
easy to us, and we have gained breath and strength to the fulfilment of
that most glorious and greatest of all evangelical commands, "Be ye
_perfect!" We then no longer constrain joy to favour us with a visit,
but joy urges itself upon us. Joy and gladness then become like two
powers, which, as it were, are always lying in wait for us; they conceal
themselves, I might almost say, behind every bush and thicket, ~md,
before we are aware, dart out and overpower us. Whether we direct
our looks upwards to the stars-those lamps in our paternal mansion,
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or to the blooming scene which Nature presents around us-this faintly
reflected image of that beauteous paradise to which we are proceeding,
or to the majestic flashing of the thunderclouds on which He rides
whom we notwithstanding His exalted dignity are permitted to greet
with an " Abba Father! "-or if we direct them to our exit from this
world which cannot be anything else than an entrance into the festive
halls of heaven-blissful delight continually pervades and thrills
through us; joy and gladness meet us on our way and seize upon
us.
V. However, as long as we sojourn on this side the grave it is
seldom that unmingled joy is our lot. Pain walks hand in hand with
it in most cases; and if we rejoice, we do so on a field of battle, and in
the midst of a vale of tears. We are saved indeed, but it is by hope,
hence we w;:7it with an ardent longing for our entrance upon the highest
stage of Christian life, upon the period of eternal fruition. We therefore
cast our anchor upon the coasts of heaven, and live upon the pinions
of a cheerful confidence, more in the future than in the variously
troubled present state. 0 happy period, when the little tenement
which oppresses us falls to ruin, and when we joyfully lay down the
dusty clothes of our pilgrimage and our wanderer's staff, and our
warlike attire at the throne of the Lamb! Incomparable moment,
when we exchange the crown of thorns for the crown of eternal life,
and learn to sing in realms above, the great and everlasting Hallelujah
to the sound of golden harps! Then it is, as saith the prophet, that
sorrow, and sighing flee away, no melancholy tear any longer trembles
in our eye, which glistens with delight. We then behold Him, who is
our love as well as our hope, face to face, and are like unto Him. His
peace dwells in our breasts, and the last remains of our earthly suffering
have for ever perished beneath the waves of that peace.
See, my dear friends, these are the stations on the wondrous paths
"I\Thich Christ has trodden and prepared for His people. Enter upon
them, ya redeemed of the Lord; return with exultation to Zion; let
everlasting joy be upon YoW' heads; obtain joy and gladness; and at
length, may that happy land unite us all together, whpre sorrow and
sighing flee away, and the mighty song resounds, "To the Lamb that
was slain, be praise, and thanksgiving, and worship, and honour, and
glory, to all eternity!" Amen.

o BLESSED Lord, who resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the
humble, give me more humility, that I may receive more grace from
Thee; and Thou whose gracious rain shelves from the steep mountains, and sweetly drenches the humble valleys, depress Thou my
heart more and more with true lowliness of Spirit, that the showers
of Thy heavenly grace may sink into it, and make it more
fpuitful in ~ all good affections and holy obedience. - Bishop
Hall.

250

The Gospel Magazine.
EIGHTY-FIVE.
you growing very weary?
Does the way seem long?
Have the lips and fingers vanished
Which have praised your song ?
Flowers have blossomed from your sowings
On the wayside sod;
Are they withering? Yet, my sister,
There remaineth-God !

ARE

God, long known but never looked on ;
Loved, but never seen;
Clasped and clung to, though unlifted,
Yet, the veil between;
God, to-day as good and glorious
As when presently
He about the throne of Jesus
Shall make room for thee.
What are now the lifelong treasures
In the household store?
Who may hold, or who despise them,
Troubles you no more;
In the past and through the future
.Jesu's glories shine,
And the daily aspiration
Rises, " Is He mine ? "
Flesh and heart indeed are failing,
But you know the song
Which throughout the troubled ages
Has been rolled along;
" God, my God, will be my portion,
I His face shall see,
And my fears will all be over
When the shadows flee."

GaUeyu;ood.

M. A.

CHAPLIN.

IT has been well said that the words "take up thy cross"
should be received in their natural, though sometimes trying
fullness. "Take up"-" bear "-" carry" -implying cheerful submission and ready self-sacrifice. We read, too, one says, of taking
up the cross, but not of laying it down. Cross-bearing must be the
Christian's life-work. That day is lost in which some cross (however
trifling) is not taken up. True grace will enable a man to step over
the world's crown to take Christ's cross.-Brooks.
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MULTUM IN PARVO.
THE Royal Commission on Disorders in tbe Cburcb bave held two meetings weekly for some time past, but so great is tbe mass of evidence of
ritualistic lawlessness yet to be beard, that it is not expected the official
report of the Commission will be issued before August next, even if
then.--A Bill, entitled "The Sunday Closing (Shops) Bill," was
read a second time in the House of Lords last month. The measure
is in the hands of Lord Avebury, and-so far as its provisions gowe hope it will become law this session. It could, however, be greatly
desired that its application to all unnecessary Sunday trading might
be extended.--The Bishop of Chichester (Dr. Wilberforce) who
had called upon a Worthing curate to resign his cure, on the ground of
his alleged refusal to present candidates for Confirmation unless they
first came to Confession, has withdrawn his request, on certain
assurances given, and the rev. gentleman is to continue to be the
spiritual guide of souls at St. Andrew's, Worthing.--The Scottish
churches are at present far from coming to an arrangement regarding
the disposal of the vast property involved in the judgment delivered
by the House of Lords last year. The Edinburgh Eve/ning News states
that officials of the Free Cuurch of Scotland have lodged with the
Scottish Church Commission two new statements of claims on the funds
and property of the Church. The first statement makes money claims
to the amount of £1,871,587, and 200 churches are also claimed. The
remaining 900 churches are valued at £5,000,000, and regarding them
it is contended that the Free Church should be compensated. The
second statement says that, putting aside various properties which the
Free Church desires to retain, there still remains property to the value
of £8,000,000. It is proposed that in any scheme of division the Free
Church should be awarded a total of £1,600,000, this claim being based
upon the use of 200 churches. But allowing for a natural increase
of one-third in the number of congregations, the claim would be for
just over £2,000,000.--The arrangements for the annual meetings
of the Kensit Crusade are well forward. The date fixed is Monday,
May 22nd, and tbe gatherings will be held, as formerly, both afternoon
and evening, in Exeter Hall.--We regret to note that the new Vicar
of Charles Church, Plymouth-once the hallowed scene of Dr. Hawker's
faithful ministry, and within whose walls his redeemed remains are
deposited-preached for the first time last month in the surplice. A
- writer in the English Churchman observes with justifiable regret, "Within
a few months the black gown has disappeared from three Plymouth
churches, and the only church in which it is now used is St. Luke's,
the Vicar being the Rev. H. B. Bisshopp. Charles Church has always
been looked upon as the stronghold of Protestantism in Plymouth."
It may be added that this venerable church is in the gift of the Church
Patronage Society, which, like the Simeon Trust, is professedly
Evangelical.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE awful conflict in the Far East during the past month passed
through the second crucial stage in its course, the overwhelming defeat
and retreat of the Russian forces in Manchuria, and the recall of General
Kuropatkin by the Czar, accentuating the vast superiority of the
Japanese over their opponents. The fall of Port Arthur has thus been
quickly followed by Russian defeat on a scale probably unexampled
in the world's history. The losses sustained by the Muscovite troops
during the nearly fourteen days' fighting are put down as amounting
to fully 200,000 men. Both Mukden and Tie-ling are now in possession
of the Mikado's forces, and some 40,000 Russian prisoners, with a very
large number of guns, and enormous quantities of provisions and other
spoils, are in the hands of the victors. Whether this stupendous
disaster will influence Russia in the interests of _peace remains to be
seen. We fear much that the Czar and his advisers will refUSe to
recognise the full meaning of their humiliation. Our readers will not
overlook the possibility that the hand of Divine retribution is traceable
in the long series of disasters meted out to the merciless Power which
for ages has persecuted and trodden under foot God's ancient people,
the Jews. Jehovah's ways are equal, and He has not forgotten His
Covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

An extensive epidemic of the plague is raging in India. Excluding
Bombay Presidency and City, the deaths resulting from the visitation
during four recent weeks amounted to no fewer than 117,000. Subsequently, 133,000 deaths have been reported. In the Bombay
Presidency and City the deaths in January were 15,246, and in
February 13,475. The plague mortality has usually increased during
the cold weather, and during the present winter the temperature,
especially in Upper India, has been unusually low. This probably
accounts for the increased mortality since the end of February. Active
steps are being taken to deal with the outbreak.

The Times last month published an article of the profoundest interest
both from a Biblical and an archreological point of view, giving a detailed
report of the discovery in Egypt by Mr. Theodore Davis, the distinguished American explorer, of an untouched sepulchral chamber of
the Eighteenth Dynasty. The Times says of the incident that such a
discovery" has not fallen to the lot of any explorer since Egypt was
opened to European research." The find took place in the neighbourhood
of Thebes, in the Valley of the Tombs of Kings. The following account
of the remarkable discovery is based on the Times article: "On February
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12th last, Mr. Davis's workmen came across the descending steps of a
tomb, with a door at the foot cut in the rock and blocked with stones.
One or two of these having been removed, a boy was inserted in the
opening, quite in the style of burglars in an old-fashioned novel. The
boy soon returned with some richly gilt ornaments, and the passage
was then cleared. Now appeared another flight of twenty steps, ending
with a second door, also blocked with stones, and also plastered over
with mud impressed with a royal seal. Two basins stood by which
had once contained the plaster, and higher up lay two beautiful
ornaments. Plainly the workmen who had been filling the doorway
had been pilfering, and then had been disturbed and had fled. On the
next day the inner doorway was opened out, and as the Duke of
Connaught was then at Thebes he had the happiness of seeing a sight
the like of which surely never greeted the eyes of an explorer before.
The dominant note of the chamber was gold, gold everywhere, for we
already knew from the Amarna tablets that Egypt was then the
California of the civilized world. Two sarcophagi, both gold plated,
stood side by side, but there were three funeral biers. It is therefore
probable that the tomb was not specially excavated for the two, but that
one already existing had been utilized for them, and it is even suggested
that a " well" may be found in the floor leading to a lower chamber,
with yet older remains. Beyond the coffins the ground was covered
with large sealed jars of wine or oil, and wooden boxes, each containing
a piece of cooked meat, wrapped in black muslin. Resting on all these
was a richly painted and gilded chariot, broad enough to contain two,
and with its leather-work as fresh as when it was first made. Objects
of every kind lay about-alabaster jars for the entrails of the deceased,
boxes and stools, gilded and enamelled, some small armchairs, and
two wigs! When Mr. Davis and his companions entered the chamber
they went where no human foot had trod since a date long before the
time of Moses; for the persecution of the Israelites is due to the
nineteenth dynasty, and pre-eminently to Rameses n. Of course,
to the archreologist pure and simple the discovery is one of surpassing
value, giving so richly as it does details of the civilization, the art, the
religion, the general conditions of life in the eighteenth dynasty. All
these, for a dynasty in power between the time of Joseph and Moses,
can now be studied minutely. Yet there is a special historical interest
above and beyond all this. The inscriptions on the cases give the
names of the two persons who lay within, Yua and Thua, who were the
father and mother of Queen Teie, of whom we have spoken. It was
supposed before that she was of Asiatic, now it is known that she was
of Mesopotamian origin, as, indeed, the wife of her husband's father
had been. The fact that she was not of royal, or even of noble birth,
may have led some of the high-born dames of Thebes to scorn her, but,
till the death of her son, she might claim that she played the part of a
queen indeed. At any rate, she gave her father and mother the burial
of a king and queen, and, after the lapse of thirty-five centuries, her
filial devotion and the wonderful skill of her workmen are alike
patent."
----
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We are rapidly approaching the end of the financial year of most of
the great Missionary Societies, but it is not easy to forecast the position
as it may appear on April 1st. The authorities of the C.M.S., says the
Record, have some reason to fear a deficit; although the most recent
revision of the Society's expenditure gives a slightly lower total for
the current year than for that which preceded it. But last year was
marked by a special and sustained effort, of which the Million Shillings
Fund was a part. The importance of a general endeavour at least to
sustain the receipts of last year may be gathered from the fact that the
year 1905-6 will probably call for an increased income to the extent of
at least £15,000.
Dr. Dawson Burns has issued his annual statistic<; in reference to
the nation's drink bill. He estimates that the people of the United
Kingdom expended £168,987,165 in 1904 upon intoxicating liquors;
but this outlay, he states, fell short by nearly five and a half millions
of the expenditure in 1903, which was £174,445,372. There has been,
it seems, a yearly decline in drink outlay in each of the last five years,
so that it was nearly seventeen millions less in 1904 than in 1899. Dr.
Burns points out that any eqUitable comparison between these annual
expenditures on drink cannot be carried further back than fifty years,
and that in former years, with a smaller expenditure, there may have
been a larger consumption, owing to the greater cheapness of price.
A resolution has been passed by the council of the National Protestant
Church Union and forwarded to the Bishop of London, emphatically
protesting against the action of the Bishop of London in upholding the
introduction of unlawful vestments into the services of his church
by the vicar of St. Luke's, Enfield. The council, while urging that
the preference of a majority of "communicants" cannot affect the
legality or illegality of any practice, point out that the Bishop ignores
the fact that part of the original congregation and communicants
have been driven away from the church; those who support the use
of vestments being only a ritualistic remnant.

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.

By

THE

SOCIETY'S

SECRETARY.

THE April issue of the Quarterly Record contains an excellent
portrait of the late Mr. W. J. Parks, together with a biographical
sketch; particulars of the approaching Anniversaries; and a variety
of articles on subjects pertaining to the Society. Copies will be sent
to any friends applying for them, and who will undertake to circulate
them among non-subscribers.
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The Lord's bereaving hand has again visited the committee, their
esteemed friend, Mr. Samuel Sharp (of Messrs. Sharp, Perrin & Co.,
Old Change) having been called to his rest, in the 82nd year of his age.
He had been a member of the Board and a trustee for many years,
and has left a vacant place which will not easily be filled.
A large Drawing Room Meeting has been held at Hastings, when
addresses were delivered by the Revs. A. J. Baxter, J. W. Tobitt, and
E. WaIters, by the Secretary, Messrs. J. Worley, and H. Carr.
. A helpful collection was made and several new contributors enrolled.
The Secretary has also given an illustrated lecture at Eastbourne on
" The History of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society." The Rev. A. J.
Baxter presided, and good results were attained.
The Society's beloved friend, the Rev. James Ormiston, has kindly
visited Brighton and pleaded the claims of the institution in St. Luke's
Church, Prestonville. The text of the discourse was John xiii. 35;
the Word was with power, and once more the Rev. G. Hewitt's
congregation testified to their attachment to this well-nigh centenarian
Society.
The financial year which has just closed has been one of great strain
and pressure; slackness of trade and taxation have made their effects
felt, and the serious diminution in the receipts from legacies has
rendered it difficult to maintain the work at the same level. Still
the committee rejoice to be able to report an increase over any past
year in the amount distributed in pensions, and their hearts would
gratefully acknowledge the good hand of their Covenant God upon
them to strengthen and encourage.
Never was there a time when the Society more needed the strenuous
support of all who value the truths upon which it is based and the
work it has been set to do. Richard Cecil, in his Remains, says:
" There is not a nobler sight in the world than an aged and experienced
Christian, who, having been sifted in the sieve of temptation, stands
forth as a confirmer of the assaulted, testifying from his own trials
to the rea:Mty of religion, and meeting by his warnings, directions,
and consolations the cases of all who may be tempted to doubt."
It is to such as this description applies that this Society ministers.

REVIEWS.
GOD'S WITNESS TO HIS WORD. A Study of the Self-witness of the
Holy Spirit to His Own Writings. By HUGH D. BROWN, M.A.,
T.C.D., Barrister-at-Law. Pp. 376. Price 6s. (London: Hodder
& Stoughton.)
We have not, for a long time, met with so able and satisfactory a
treatise on the Verbal Inspiration of the Holy Scriptures as we have
in the volume before us. The author is profoundly read in the Sacred
Word, while his sanctified scholarship and directly logical method of
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discussing his great subject leave a deep conviction in the nind of the
reader that the written Word remains as impregnable as a 'ock in spite
of all the sceptical attacks made upon it by self-asse ing Higher
Critics. The main object of the author is expressed in three or four
lines. He says in his preface: "It will be at once evident that I do
not presume to defend the Bible, that were an act of impertinence;
but simply to let' the Holy Scriptures' vindicate themselves." The
book is divided into three leading sections, the first dealing with
"What the Holy Scriptures Claim," the next with" The Endorsements of the Bible," and the third with" The Consequences and Duties
arising from such Claims." Seriatim, the Pentateuch, the Historical
Books, the Books of Philosophy and Song, the Prophetical Books,
and the New Testament Books are searchingly examined, and their
verbal inspiration is so conclusively demonstrated that the Higher
Criticism is hopelessly over,thrown, and the faith which believes that
God's Word is "settled for ever in heaven" is powerfully confirmed
and euergized. The book is one which we earnestly recommend to
the attention of our readers as furnishing a spiritual treasury of
" things new and old," a very armoury of weapons before which the
strongholds of-Satan and the carnal reasonings of men of corrupt
minds-" reprobate concerning the faith "-must ignominiously be
" cast down." No more suitable Christian gift-book could be selected
for presentation to ministers of-the Gospel and to all who are engaged
in teaching the Word of God in Bible-classes, Lord's-day schools,
or in the family. It is a spiritual gem whose quality is of the" first
water."
THOUGHTS FOR COMMUNICANTS. By NORMAN LORD BISHOP OF
SODOR AND MAN, D.D. Pp. 171. Price Is. (London: The
Church of England Book Store, 8, Dover Street, Piccadilly, W.).
1905.
As a rule we entertain little liking for modern Communion" Manuals."
The booklet under notice, however, forms an exception. It comes
from the pen of the one <Bishop in the Church of England who, ever
since his elevation to the Episcopate, has boldly and consistently set
his face against Anglican Sacerdotalism, and shown himself willing to
" endure hardness" for the profession of Protestant and Evangelical
principles. Bishop Straton, son of our beloved old friend, the late
Rev. G. W. Straton, Rector of Aylestone-a warm-hearted patron
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE--:-seeks, in his guide to the Lord's table,
to furnish spiritually-minded communicants, and especially the young,
with a Scriptural exposition and explanation of the Ordinance; and
to assist them in satisfying various scruples of conscience, and understanding certain difficult expressions to be found in the writings of
the Apostle Paul and in the Prayer Book Service. These objects
Dr. Straton has, we believe, attained successfully, and we do not
doubt that his spiritual and truly edifying little treatise will be
divinely blessed to souls.

