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Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God. "-2 COR. L 4

. GOD'S CHURCH AND THE WORLD.
" Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith
the Lord." -2 CoR. vi. 17.

SOME one has with truth exclaimed, "LORD! the world is too
small for Thy Church-it needs heaven for its manifestation and
glory!" Of the poorest and most suffering of GOD'S saints it is
written in the Epistle to the Hebrews-" Of whom the world was
not worthy." The little flock of GOD'S people have in all ages been
the hated objects of the world. From the times of CAIN and ABEL
down to the present day enmity has been " set" between the holy
seed and the seed of the SERPENT. Two kingdoms-one of light
ana the other of darkness-comprise the whole of ADAM'S fallen
family. Those two kingdoms are essentially and eternally opposed
to each other. Morally and spiritually alike, no concord is possible
-between these antagonistic bodies of men. The Church of GOD is
heaven begun on earth; and the world, which" lieth in the Wicked
One," is hell begun on earth. The friendship of the world is enmity
with GOD. "All that is in the world" may be summed up in a
few words. It is, "the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes,
and the pride of life." These are essentially and emphatically
" not of the FATHER." They are a trinity of evil, and rule supreme
in the hearts of the unregenerate. They dictate the principles,
tastes, and habits of the world in its alienation from GOD. " The
13

194

The Gospel Magazine.

course of this world" is in open rebellion against its MAKER. The
authority of the MOST HIGH, in the sphere of His own creation, is
denied and derided. " Who is lord over us ~ " is the defiant boast
of human pride and independence of God.
Not until sovereign grace interposes, and revolutionises this
condition of things, is there deliverance from it. No man can
escape from the toils of the flesh, which from his birth hold him
fast, but by a Divine miracle of mercy and power. And such is
the act of GOD the HOLY GHOST, when He begets the sinner anew
in CHRIST JESUS. What a sublime thing it is to be " born of GOD! "
It involves marvels of grace and Divine condescension. It means
that the eternal JEHOVAH became flesh and blood; that He placed
Himself under His own Law, and obeyed it for the children of men;
that He humbled Himself to be tried in all points as man is tried;
that He bore the curse and shame consequent on the imputation of
human guilt; that He died, the JUST for the unjust, that He might
righteously reconcile them to Himself; that He rose from the
dead to be the Source and Giver of everlasting life to those who
otherwise had remained the subjects of eternal death and misery.
On these grounds, the GOD of SALVATION can call lost sinners out
of a fallen world, and translate them into the Kingdom of His dear
SON. The act is wholly His own. "Ye have not chosen Me,"
saith the LORD JESUS to His disciples, "but I have chosen you."
And these chosen and called-out ones are necessarily hated by the
world, for their heavenly calling differentiates them from it, and
from its maxims, pursuits, spirit, and mind. The world loves
darkness rather than light. The children of light find their highest
joy in fellowship with GOD, who" is light." Just in proportion as
believers walk in the light, and approximate to the likeness of Him
who is " light of light," are they hated by an unregenerate world.
"If the world hate you," said CHRIST, "ye know that it hated Me
before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the world would love
his oWn.; but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen
you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you."
Enough is it for the disciple to be " as his LORD" in the experience
of worldly ill-will, malice, and opposition. Persecution of the
saints, since the times of CAIN and ABEL, has been the attitude of a
fallen world towards the people of GOD. It is really_ against CHRIST
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Himself, in the persons of His followers, that the world's hatred is
directed. "But all these things will they do unto you for My
name's sake," saith the LORD JESUS. It is for His sake that those
who love and serve Him are persecuted by SATAN and the subjects
of his kingdom. Were those who profess His precious truth and
cause more faithful, consistent, zealous, and uncompromising than
they are, they would suffer more acutely than they do. Alas, when
we compare the times in which Christians now live with those of the
Apostolic period, how insignificant is the cost of discipleship to-day!
With what a low standard of testimony are present-day believers
satisfied! Hence, their experience of the world's bitterest hate is
but little known. Nothing stirs up the enmity of SATAN'S kingdom
like bold, outspoken witnessship for the sovereign truth of GOD.
The Jews in the synagogue at Nazareth listened quietly enough to
the gracious words of the LORD JESUS until He preached the
distinctive dealings of GOD with the Gentiles in the days of ELIJAH
and ELISHA. The sound of free grace was, to their uncircumcised
ears, intolerable. They seized the DIVINE TEACHER, and in their
murderous wrath" thrust Him out of the city, and led Him unto
the brow of the hill whereon their city was built, that they might
cast Him down headlong." That practical separation from the
world which characterises the true followers of CHRIST provokes
the innate hostility of the natural mind, and, as opportunity allows,
calls forth its vengeance on the gracious objects of its spite. The
world can make a fair show of charity when policy dictates its
procedure; but when the incisive truths of Divine sovereignty
and elective purpose are maintained, the spirit of CAIN and of ESAU
breaks forth in unrestrained fury and vindictiveness.
Yet, this experience of worldly hostility by the called-out people
of GOD serves to keep alive in their remembrance the distinctive
character of their heavenly vocation, and saves them from snares
which might otherwise beset their feet on Zion's pilgrimage. The
opposition of the world thus supplies an important factor in the
spiritual training of the Church of GOD in the wilderness. Brethren
in CHRIST, why should we be distressed when rejection and reproach
at the hands of the foes of our adorable MASTER and LORD become
our appointed lot as the result of faithful stewardship and courageous
testimony ~ The APOSTLES hailed it as a cause for rejoicing that
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they were accounted worthy to suffer for the sake of the Gospel of
the grace of GOD. Surely, for us to follow in the footsteps of the
flock, in this matter, is to inherit a privilege of no small distinction!
"For the testimony of JESUS" the beloved disciple of CHRISTin Patmos-gloried in sufferings of untold rigour and long continuance. Enough, surely, it is for us unworthy successors of the
Apostolic martyrs of the LORD JESUS that we endure patiently and
acquiescingly the comparatively light cross which comes of our
feeble testimony to the unpopular doctrines of revealed Evangelical
truth. The pathway appointed the redeemed Church of GOD in
the wilderness of this present evil world is one of holy strife. Peace
and rest will come in due time. The cross best befits a life of
spiritual tutelage and discipline. The crown is reserved for the
brow of the victor.
What shall we say, then, to these things, dear fellow-soldiers and
fellow-servants 1
Let us seek grace to be kept fully distinct from, and outside, the
world-both profane and religious. It is all of SATAL", who can
transform himself into an angel of light, as well as go about like a
roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. All that is not of the
FATHER is "of the world." Let, then, the uniform test of our
goings and doings ever be, " Is this of the FATHER 1" What~oever
complies not with the mind and will of the FATHER should have
no interest for our souls, as His children. To please Him in all
things, great and small, need be our one all-absorbing aim; while,
with blood-cleansed consciences and undivided hearts, we daily
fill up the measure of appointed service and testimony, in the
happy assurance that, as His loved sons and daughters, we are
accepted of Him.
THE EDITOR
SWEETNESS in temporal matters is deceitful; it is a labour and a
perpetual fear; it is a dangerous pleasure, whose beginning is without
Providence, and whose end is without repentance.-Francis Quarles.
WHAT we want is obedience to take the Scriptures as the daily food
of the soul; exactly as we take food for the daily nourishment of the
body. If we deal with our souls as well as we do with our bodies, to
nourish, clothe, and cleanse them, we shall certainly thrive.-R.
C. Chapman.

--~--_._~.~-
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SPIRITUAL PROMOTION.
" For promotion corrieth neither from the East, nor from the West,
nor from the South: but God is the Judge; He putteth down one,
and setteth up another."-Ps. lxxv. 6, 7.

How true to the experience of the tried people of God is this statement of the inspired Psalmist. For, sanctified affliction, like a
northerly, searching, biting blast, brings spiritual advancement
with it rather than the softer influences of prosperity and freedom
from care. Not that tribulation-in the endurance of it-is
joyous. Far otherwise. The winter seasons appointed to the
Church of God are often painful, even unto blood. "Who can
stand before His cold? "-when "He giveth snow like wool, and
scattereth the hoar frost like ashes." The keenness of winter,
however, is a powerful fertilizer in nature, and in the kingdom of
grace "the peaceable fruit of righteousness" is frequently the
" afterward" of "much tribulation"! How important, then,
it is that the souls of God's tried children should humbly submit
themselves to the fatherly will of Him who exercises them by the
rod, because He intends their profit and preferment. The Divine
dealings, within the family and household of faith, are all decreed
and effected in accordance with purposes of everlasting love. There
is nothing capricious about them. Infinite wisdom can justify
them all.
" Promotion"- the Hebrew word employed in the Psalm
signifies exaltation, or elevation, and is used literally of mountains,
or high hills. It thus, metaphorically, implies the lifting up of
a people from a low and humble condition-their deliverance and
advancement. The word is applied both to the exaltation of
the wicked in a temporal estate, and the lifting up of the people
of God in ways providential and spiritual. The thing in which
the God of all grace takes peculiar delight is in regarding the
sighing of the needy, hearkening to the cries of His prisoners,
raising up them that are bowed down, and delivering them that
are bound. That is indeed a Scriptural petition in the ancient
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hymn, Te Deum Laudamus, which supplicates-" 0 Lord, save
Thy people, and bless 'fhine heritage; govern them, and lift them
up for ever." But whence comes this lifting up ~ " Promotion
cometh not from the East." The Hebrews always associated
sun-rising with the mention of this point of the compass. From
that quarter, as the promise of day, we naturally should look for
But God's thoughts are not as man's thoughts.
prosperity.
Natural expectation is delusive-it is the light of the eyes. "We"
-who are called by grace to live upon God Himself-" walk by
faith, not by sight." Many a glorious sunrise has been turned
into gloom, tempest, and destruction before mid-day. Those
who desiringly look for advancement to the fair appearances of
outward things are in jeopardy of having their hope cut off, and
their glorying put to shame. How like to the exceeding gladness
of J onah, when the gourd shadowed him in the heat, is the trust
of the heart when it leans on the frail comforts that spring of the
earth! "But God prepared a worm when the morning rose the
next day, and it smote the gourd that it withered. And it came
to pass when the sun did arise, that God prepared a vehement
East wind; and the sun beat upon the head of J onah, that he
fainted, and wished in himself to die, and said, It is better for me
to die than to live." How many of the Lord's errant, backsliding
children, like J onah, have looked in vain to nature's eastern
promises, and have thus belied their faith in Him whose" better
promises" are certified by Covenant, by oath, and by blood.
"Promotion cometh not from the West. Exaltation, a lifting
up, or deliverance, is not to be looked for from the place of sunsetting,
for that is the beginning of the reign of darkness-it is the deathplace of day. The going down of the light cannot be a source of
joy and gladness. The people of God are children of the day and
of the light. Spiritual prosperity must, therefore, come to them
from some other source than the felt absence of Him in whom
they live, and move, and have their being. "Thou hidest Thy
face, they are troubled." The light of J ehovah's countenance
uplifted upon the soul is the secret of all true bliss. Short of that,
the children of God walk in darkness, and many fears possess their
hearts. "Oh that I knew where I might find Him! that I might
come even to His seat! " was the cry of Job when, in the darkness
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of his perplexing case, he went "forward," and "backward," to
"the right hand" and to "the left hand"-but God could not be
found! Truly, promotion, or deliverance, comes not from the
place where the sun goes down!
"Promotion cometh not from the South," or, as the Hebrew
implies, the wilderness,. because, from the standpoint of the
writer, the great Arabian desert lay to the south. A dry and
thirsty land, a wilderness - whose mirage mocks the perishing
traveller and misleads him into desolation in search of water
-brings no deliverance for God's needy people. The world
with its fulness is to a spiritual mind but a "waste howling
wilderness." It yields no meat. For forty years Israel of old
was indeed fed day by day, but the supply was not the
produce of the Wilderness of Sin. The thorn and the briar of the
world's desert yield no sustenance for the Church of God. The
new man in Christ Jesus hungers after the True Bread which
cometh down from heaven, and cannot be satisfied with earthly
substitutes. Salvation, and the things which accompany salvation,
are not partly of heaven and partly of the earth. That which is
said of the mountains is equally true of the barren desert-" Truly,
in vain is salvation hoped for from the hills, and from the multitude
of mountains; truly in the Lord our God is the salvation of Israel."
Let believers, then, cease to look to " the South"-the: wilderness
of a barren world-for spiritual promotion, exaltation, satisfaction,
and ~eliverance.
But, if " promotion" come not from the East, the West, nor the
South, whence comeS it, and why is the North omitted from the
inspired passage under notice?
Surely, the omission is not
fortuitous! If we believe, as we do, in the plenary verbal inspiration of the Holy Scripture, then its silences as well as its utterances
are designed to yield instruction to all who have an ear to hear,
and a heart to understand The omission of mention of the North
-taken in connection with the three compass-points specifically
named-invites reverent enquiry into the Old Testament meaning
of the omitted term. The Hebrew word comes from one which
signifies to conceal, or hide. It was a region encompas-sed with
awe for the Israelites. The Assyrian army always invaded Palestine
from the North. The prophet Zephaniah (ii. 13) uses the term
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"the North" for Assyria, or Babylonia. Media lay still farther
North, and is referred to by Jeremiah and Daniel as " the North"
(Jer. iii. 12)-" Go, and proclaim these words toward the North,
and say, Return, thou backsliding Israel, saith the Lord, and I will
not cause Mine anger to fall upon you."
The hidden ways of God in His dealings with His beloved people
are truly past finding out. "It is the glory of God to conceal a
thing" (Prov. xxv. 2). And so, in bestowing upon His elect
beloved children that" favour" which is peculiarly their inheritance
by grace, He proceeds in accordance with the hidden counsels of
His infinite wisdom, and grants them surprising deliverances,
up-liftings, and preferments. Babylon, with all its resources of
opposition and malice, may threaten" the camp of the saints,"
but so long as the faithful God of the promises is the Shield of His
people, no weapon formed against them can really prosper and
prevail. It is through the valleys among the lofty mountains of the
North that the God of salvation appears for His redeemed ones
and rescues them from the invading hosts of Satan, the world,
and the flesh. The Lord God of Israel is God both of the hills and
the valleys. The passes in the mountains are at His command,
and through those very channels by which the enemies of
His Church approach their inheritance He brings salvation and
deliverance-or promotion-for His chosen. The cold, inhospitable
North-with its snow-capped mountains and ice-bound streamsis made by the God of Covenant providences to yield the spiritual
seed of Abraham the fulness of Gospel prosperity and blessing.
Godly King Hezekiah proved this in the sea.son of his affliction
when the warning word came to him from the Lord, saying," Set thine house in order: for thou shalt die, and not live." That
mortal word turned the royal face to the wall, and called forth
from the deeps a prayer of fervour and faith. "All things are
possible to him that believeth." From the North came the Divine
deliverance. "Then came the word of the Lord to Isaiah, saying,
Go and say to Hezekiah, Thus saith the Lord, the God of David
thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold,
I will add unto thy days fifteen years." Thus," out of the eater
came forth meat, and out of the strong sweetness," as Samson
long before testified; for the afflicted King of J udah was, in the
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issue, enabled to praise his God for his sore affliction in the words
with which many a "promoted" Benoni has since thanked his
heavenly Father for sanctified tribulation-" 0 Lord, by these
things men live, and in all these things is the life of my spirit: so
wilt Thou recover me, and make me to live." The secret counsels
of God are often worked out by Him in apparent contradiction of
His ordinary principles of providential government, and sometimes,
too, in seeming opposition to His -usual procedure in grace. Very
aptly this latter fact is illustrated in John Newton's deeply experimental hymn (A.D. 1774) on growth in grace:" I asked the Lord that I might grow
In faith and love, and every grace;
Might more of His salvation know,
And seek more earnestly His face.
" I hoped that in some favoured hour
At once He'd answer my request;
And, by His love's constraining power,
Subdue my sins, and give me rest.
" Instead of this, He made me feel
The hidden evils of my heart,
And let the angry powers of hell
Assault my soul in every part.
"

'~ord~

why is this? " I trembling cried,
'WIlt Thou pursue Thy worm to death? '
, 'Tis in this way,' the Lord replied,
, I answer prayer for grace and faith.

" , These inward trials I employ,
From self and pride to set thee free,
And break thy schemes of earthly joy,
That thou may'st seek thy all in Me ! ' "
Another of the sweet Olney Hymns enforces the same truth by the
example of Elijah, fed by unclean ravens day by day:" Thus Satan, the raven unelean,
That croaks in the ears of the saints,
O'er-ruled by a Power unseen,
Administers oft to their wants;
God teaches them how to find food
From all the temptations they feelThis raven which thirsts for my blood,
Has helped me to many a meal."
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Thus we come to lmderstand the profoundly experimental and
soul-satisfying truth that" all things work together for good to
them that love God, to thew "\'Tho are the called according to His
purpose." Oh, brethren in tribulation, conflict, and care, let us
leave all our issues to Him Who alone can turn our captivity for
us, and bring us promotion from the least likely of all quarters,
circumstances, and events.

Clifton.

J. O.
COMMUNION.

IF I have Thee, 0 my God, I have plenitude of society, though (like
the blessed John at Patmos) no creature should be nigh, or though
I should be an outcast from all the world. Thou canst talk with me
by Thy works, by Thy providences, but chiefly by Thy Spirit and
Word. Oh, what delight have I felt in the testimonies of Thy faithfulness and truth, of Thy mercy and grace, of Thy presence and love,
of Thy glory and power! Surely, surely, when I have enjoyed these
in their genuine sweetness, retired from every eye but Thine, it hath
seemed hard to go forth again into the world, or even to the converse
of those whom Thine own providence and grace has endeared to me.
And if this be so delightful in a mortal body and a miserable world, oh,
what shall my happiness be when I have become a pure, exalted spirit,
with pure life in the calm and unspotted regions of glory !-Serle.

THE CHRISTIAN'S PATHWAY.
As to fear, though she may in some believers keep pace with faith,
and even outrun faith, during the greater part of the earthly race, yet
the waters of death will kill her effectually and finally. But no sooner
does she begin to touch the water, than she expires; and the renewed
soul, which had been, through her means, "all its lifetime subject
to bondage," passes through the river with courage, serenity, and joy.
Holy desire cuts the cable. Faith hoists the flag. Prayer spreads
the sail, and God the Spirit breathes the auspicious breeze. All the
graces of the heart are in exercise, and ply their oars to the music
of hovering angels. The dividing waters present a smooth expanse
for the ransomed of the Lord to pass over. All is harmony. All is
bliss. And thus does the precious freight, the disembodied soul,
land in triumph on the golden coast; and hardly staying to take
a view of her dead enemies on the opposite shore, makes directly to
the presence of God, and to the throne of "Him" who was slain.Toplady.
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WELL-SPRINGS.
" How precious also are Thy thoughts unto me, 0 God! how great
is the sum of them! "-Ps. cxxxix. 17.
The thoughts of God! Well may the Psalmist exclaim, " How precious! "
Yes, God's thoughts towards His children are indeed scarce and rare,
as the word here signifies, denoting the intrinsic value of them: impenetrable, unsearchable, infinitely beyond ours. Marvellous that
He should think upon us at all, but infinitely more wonderful that
He should think upon us for good' He thinks of His children through
Christ, who is "the darling of J ehovah," His dearly beloved Sonthe Son of His right hand in Whom He is ever well pleased. Hence,
His thoughts for His children are precious, because they come to us
throJlgh the precious blood of the Lamb of God, who bought us at
such a cost! The thoughts of God thus become inestimable,
incalculable! God's thoughts through that blood must needs be
precious to His sheep, everyone being marked and blood-washed
and set apart with His own peculiar sign.
Kent sweetly sings :" How precious are Thy thoughts,
That o'er my bosom roll:
They swell beyond my faults,
And captivate my soul.
How great their sum,
How high they rise,
Can ne'er be known
Beneath the skies.

" Before Thy hands had made
The sun to rule the day,
Or earth's foundations laid,
Or fashioned Adam's clay,
What thoughts of peace
And mercy flowed
In Thy dear bosom,
0 my God! "

Yes, it is all those precious thoughts which wrought redemption's
work. Christ, in this psalm, is set forth as speaking to J ehovah,
" Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being imperfect" (Heb.-my
chaotic mass), which to human view was confused, like the parts of a
building unpieced as yet together, and seen only by its great Builder
and Architect perspectively complete. "And in Thy book all My
members were written, which in continuance were fashioned when
as yet there were none of them "-Jehovah's plan and appointment,
and all that would form that "substance" in the living members
of Christ's mystical body, the Church, and the days when they should
be fashioned (margin). No wonder at the joy set before Him; and in
that perfect obedience as Jehovah's Servant He exclaims: "How
precious are Thy thoughts unto me, 0 God: How great is the sum of
them." The Hebrew here again helps us marvellously to see that
God's thoughts were from all time thoughts of redemptive love. For
the original here is: "How precious then are thy friends (or beloved
ones) to me: How mighty are the chief of them."
It was thus He styled those humble-hearted, grace-saved disciples
of His ere He left them and had accomplished the work His Father had
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given Him to do. "Henceforth I call you not servants: for the servant
knoweth not what his lord doeth; but I have called you friends;
for all things that I have heard of My Father, I have made known
unto you."
Then again the thoughts of Jehovah are thoughts of Peace, as says
the prophet Jeremiah under divine inspiration (chap. xxix. 11).: "For
I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts
of peace and not of evil, to give you an expected end." These are
indeed Gospel thoughts, thoughts of peace, when we consider that
" in the sufferings and death of the Lord Jesus Christ, we have a more
awful proof of the malignity of sin than if the whole human race had
perished," as said Haldane on" The Atonement." But from the eternal
counsel comes thoughts of peace toward His people, and the proclamation of peace, when Jesus is born-the King and Saviour of that people.
Thoughts of peace and reconciliation, and that on man's part, for the
word reconciliation means a change on the part of one only, and that
is the reconciliation of men by the love of God in the gift of His dear
Son. It is man that is wholly alienated, estranged, far away from
God, an enemy by wicked works, a sinner dead in trespasses and sins.
But God's love has anticipated all this, and has been made to meet
in their glorious Substitute. "Mercy and truth have met together:
righteousness and peace have kissed each other." And since:
" Once Jesus as thy Surety bled,
Was crown'd with thorns, to Calvary led,
From Sinai's curse to set thee free:
His blood's a peaceful sign to thee;"

So it is that God's thoughts are thoughts for good." He views His
children through Jesus, and so can think nothing but good of them.
"Think upon me, 0 God, for good," pleads the Psalmist. It is
reminding God of His promise: "I will surely do thee good." It
is taking Him at His Word and telling Him of that Word. What
can they be but thoughts for good when they scheme a salvation
from deserved wrath; when "I merited His hate," as sings the
immortal Toplady; when I justly deserved hell, and He gave me heaven
by His doing and dying in my stead ~ J esu!! has brought to pass
by His perfect obedience, by His spotless righteousness, those eternal
thoughts" for good," and now I am the object of His love evidentially,
and" dearer I cannot be " to His Father, since:
" The love wherewith He loves His Son,
Such is His love to me ! "

I am the recipient, as a blood-washed sinner, of all the good He can
possibly bestow upon the" chief of sinners," the" less than the least
of all,saints;" and all His thoughts of me can be nought but good, since
they flow through the channel of His love, and for His sake God must
love the children whom the blood of His own beloved Son has redeemed.
Oh, wonders and glories of grace! How marvellous, however small
our capacity, to be permitted to trace through these earthly scenes,
these shifting, changing things of time, how His preservation sustains,
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and His power upholds and keeps His own from " all evil." From
His heart of love come those hourly, momentary proofs of His thinking
upon them for good! Thus it is that, in order to keep a lively spirit
of gratitude within His children, He wills to be enquired of by
the House of Israel to do it for them, and thus He puts the plea within
each heart to cry, "Think upon me, 0 God, for good." Oh, beloved
reader, if our heavenly Father has thought one single thought of good
for us, it were enough to fill eternity with praise; but think of those
everlasting thoughts: the scheme from the beginning of that covenant of
grace, wherein you and I had a place in His thoughts and affections,
and all is being brought to pass! It is too wonderful for our finite
comprehension. We can only take up such language as the poet
and sing:" The Great, First, Last, Beginning, End,
No stretch of thought can comprehend;
Ye saints admire, extol, adore
That theme which angels can't explore."

Again; God's thoughts are thoughts of pity towards His children.
"But I am poor and needy," says the Psalmist, "yet the Lord
thinketh upon me; thou art my help and deliverer; make no tarrying
o my God." The pathway of all Zion's pilgrims is "through
much tribulation." It is divinely appointed, and a divine provision
made, so that even if for the most part their portion therein is " the
bread of tears," and "tears to drink in great measure," yet there
is something secret which sweetens all, and the thoughts of their God
in His love and pity sustain and comfort them. It is said of Israel:
" In all their affliction He was afflicted, and the Angel of His Presence
saved them; in His love and in His pity He redeemed them; and He
bare them, and carried them all the days of old." The Covenant
Angel of His Presence, in the person and work of Jesus Christ, loved,
pitied, and redl;emed them; but for Himself, who as their sin-bearer
endured the wrath of J ehovah, over Whose blessed sinless head all the
waves and billows rolled, what does He say ~ "Reproach hath
broken My heart: and I am full of heaviness; and I looked for
some to take pity, but there was none; and for comforters,
but I found none." It is at Calvary's cross we realise God's
estimate of sin, as we view it laid upon that sinless, spotless
Victim.
None to take pity, none to comfort Him, Whose
agonizing soul cried out, "My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken
Me '!" Then it was those divine thoughts of pity and redeeming love
were consummated; and you, dear ransomed pardoned sinner, can never
be aught else but the object of God's love. So that in all your future
steps, in every need and extremity you can count upon, your heavenly
Father's thinking upon you with pity, and with help and d~liverance
at hand in and through the merits of His well-beloved Son.
Then we have God's thoughts as deep thoughts. "0 Lord how great
are Thy works, and Thy thoughts are very deep." The Psalmist,
under divine inspiration, is tracing those deep thoughts in the eternal

206

The Gospel Magazine.

counsels of J ehovah. They are "from the Lord of hosts, who is
wonderful in counsel and excellent in working." None other but the
eternal mind could have devised the wondrous scheme to save
rebellious man. Had all the angelic myriads which surround the throne
died, that would not have atoned for sin. Had all the sons and
daughters of Adam's rebel race died in their sins, that had only
been a just reward of their sins, and could have in no way appeased the
wrath of a justly angry God. When we are led into this, little faith is
permitted to read some of those eternally deep thoughts of love, and
to see how infinite merit be made to meet infinite guilt. And only
the infinite could have carried out those wondrous thoughts which
gave to Jesus that "prepared" body, that whilst it was impossible
for Deity to suffer, yet none but Omnipotence could have borne up
under the curse and load of sin. Ponder these deep thoughts, dear
children of God, and may they melt your hearts in adoring love as you
exclaim with the apostle, " 0 the depth of the riches both of the wisdom
and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are His judgments, and
His ways past finding out! For who hath known the mind of the
Lord? and who hath been His counsellor? or who hath first given
to Him that it shall be recompensed unto him again? For of Him,
and through Him, and to Him are all things; to whom be glory for
ever. Amen."
Once again, we see God's thoughts are innumerable. "Many, 0
Lord my God, are Thy wonderful works which Thou ha.st done, and
Thy thoughts which are to usward; they cannot be reckoned up in
order unto Thee; if I would declare and speak of them, they are more
than can be numbered." How vastly the divine arithmetic differs
from ours! What a different reckoning ours to our heavenly Father's,
in Whose sight a thousand years are as one day. Have you ever pondered this, dear reader, when reading such passages as Lev. xxvi. 8,
and Deut. xxxii. 30? We should say, if one can chase a thousand,
then two would chase two thousand. But God's word and thoughts
are different from ours. He says, "How should one chase a thousand,
and two put ten thousand to flight!" He is Sovereign Ruler and
Controller of all, and that no flesh shall glory in His presence, His
ways are unsearchable, and it is said of perverse nations: "But
they know not the thoughts of the Lord, neither understand they
His counsel." But of the righteous it is spoken: "Whoso is wise
and will observe these things, even they shall understand the lovingkindness of the Lord." Let us seek grace to be more often recounting
the Lord's thoughts-innumerable thoughts of love to us. Let us
seek for more grace to praise and adore His name and glorify Him
whose thoughts for us, so unworthy, should be countless in number,
unsearchable in mercy, bottomless in love!
We might gather up all that we have written, however briefly we have
dealt with each point, and see how God's thoughts are high and lofty,
heavenly, and outreaching all our comprehension. He speaks by the
prophet Isaiah, saying, "For My thoughts are not your thoughts,
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neither are your ways My ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens
are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and
My thoughts than your thoughts." They are high in their origin,
being heaven-born. They are exalted thoughts of love and purpose.
And they outreach and control all the subsequent acts in every
man aI).d woman's life redeemed by the precious blood, in whose
experience shall all come to pass of God's high and holy thoughts of
love. How sweetly this brings us to the feet of the great First Cause of
all events! How it levels second causes, chance, and accident, and
gives them no credence nor place in the chequered pathway of any
pilgrim Zionward.
When Jesus, the Man of Sorrows, went about doing good, He was
the representative of His Father's thoughts towards His children, and
He representatively fulfilled them to the jot and tittle. Thus a poor
ignorant Samaritan sinner is to be searched by the divine candle until,
with probed heart and conscience, God's thoughts of exceeding grace
are magnified in her as she goes back into the city to cry unto her fellowme,n: "Come, see a man that told me all things that ever I did;
is not this the Christ?" A learned ruler of the Jews must be brought
down from his exalted position in learning and self-esteem and found a
willing learner at the feet of the lowly Jesus; and to prove that even
though he might come to Jesus by night to be instructed, his heavenly
Father's thoughts of love had preceded him and led him thither
for blessing. How little did Zacchams think when he climbed that
sycamore tree, being small of stature, what he was subsequently to be
taught; that high, eternal thoughts of pity had gone before him from
all eternity, until in the fulness of time, at the set season, "at that
instant," Jesus should pass by that way, that tree, and that sinner,
and cast His mantle of love and salvation upon him. We might multiply
instances. It is a precious theme, and my spirit burns within me
as the fire from God's altar kindles, and this adamantine heart is
melted to tears as I ponder these divine thoughts and say, "Why,
o God, such love to me !" as I also contemplate the magnified grace
which contrasts with my thoughts, which are only evil continually,"
His Word declares.
Well may I then glory in God's thoughts as precious thoughts;
peace-bringing thoughts; thoughts for good; thoughts of pity; deep
thoughts; innumerable and high thoughts; and exclaim: "How precious
are Thy thoughts unto me, 0 God; how great is the sum of them I "
Now, beloved reader, we have seen how each thought of our God
is fulfilled in action, and that every thought proceeding from that
eternal bosom of love is a royal declaration of His performing mercy
Who has sworn with His lips, and will fulfil with His hand, and thus
show unto our wondering, adoring eyes how His hand and heart
, move in concert to perform the counsel of His will. "God is not a
man that He should lie," neither the son of man, that He should repent;
hath He said, and shall He not do it? or hath He spoken, and shall
He not make it good ? "
R.
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WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY?
JOB

xxxvii.

" AT this also my heart trembleth, and is moved out of his place."
We once had the pleasure of hearing C. H. Spurgeon, at his Tabernacle
on a Wednesday evening, preach on the last verse of the Gospel by
John vii., and the first verse of chapter viii. He opened with the
remark that the division into chapters was done for convenience,
but the man who severed these two brought his sledge-hammer down
where it ought not to be divided. The strong contrast often fails to
be noticed between " every man went to his own house" to seek rest
and comfort there, but" Jesus went to the Mount of Olives" to seek
communion with His Father, and pray for His disciples! The same
remark would apply here, as there is a necessary link between the
cattle hearing the thunder and seeking a shelter from the storm, and
the heart of man trembling at this phenomenon of nature, that is so
manifestly of God. How many are afraid when "the God of glory
thundereth "! How few fear Him at any other time! If the heart
of man be so moved as we have seen some in terror at the tempest,
what will the end be of them that obey not the Gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ ~
"Hear attentively the noise of His voice, and the sound that
goeth out of His mouth. He directeth it under the whole heaven,
and His lightning unto the ends of the earth." When He speaks,
give attention, either to the thunder of His mighty power or the
still, small voice of His loving-kindness and grace; the sound that
goeth out of His mouth may be like a rushing mighty wind, bearing
all before it; it may have the twofold effect of fire consuming aught
that is displeasing to Him, or warming the heart, to set others on fire,
as it is in Psalm xviii. 8 : "Fire out of His mouth devoured: coals
were kindled by it," to kindle again other dead coals. Can we read
this verse and not want our God to let us hear His voice, in nature,
providence, and grace, for in none is He terrible to His children.
Happy are they who can testify with David, "The Rock of Israel
spake to me." I heard His voice in the thunder of His power, and in
the lightning-flashes without terror. The secret whispers of His
providences, and in the love tokens of His grace! "I stand in awe
of Thy judgments, 0 Lord," but I have no terror of my Father's hand.
If He smite, it must be in loving-kindness. The Lamb of God, Who
bought me at the ransom-price of His own blood, when He sits on His
throne of judgment, will not condemn me; thus I argue with myself,
like Manoah's wife, "If the Lord were pleased to kill us, would He have
showed us all these things, or would He, as at this time, have told us
such things as these ~" It is the believer's privilege thus to reason
who has heard attentively" the sound that goeth out of His mouth,"
producing not slavish dread but filial fear; at once God-exalting
and soul-comforting.
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" After it a voice roareth: He thundereth with the voice of His
excellency, and He will not stay them when His voice is heard."
After lightning, the roar of His thunder! How terrible will it be
to the enemies, when it ushers in the day of the Lord. When the Son
of man shall appear in His glorious excellency, then indeed it will
be " as if a lion roareth" (Rev. x. 3). He will not stay them, when
the voice of seven thunders is heard. Woe to the ungodly.
" God thundereth marvellously with His voice; great things doeth He,
which we cannot comprehend." God's greatness is rich comfort to
His people. Are they solicitous about some dear to them who seem
to be fast locked-in death-like slumber? He has a voice that thunders
marvellously in their ears, "Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise
from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light." See what God
wrought with thunder in Egypt, and amidst the enemies of His people
in the day of giving the law to Moses, and in the time of Samuel.
Such is the greatness of His power to intimidate their foes now, and to
make them more than conquerors, through Him that loved them!
Let us bow in silence before Him, for He doeth great things which
we cannot comprehend. If we could comprehend, He would not be
Jehovah our God! We must meekly bow low in the dust, and say
with Elihu, "That which I see not, teach Thou me." Meanwhile,
let us glory in the Lord that He makes us, in a little measure, "comprehend with all saints, what is the length and breadth and depth
and height (for it has reached even to us), and to know the love of
Christ, which passeth knowledge, that we might be filled with all the
fulness of God," as far as our little vessels can contain if our God
deign to let us hear His voice, we may well glory in not comprehending
His doings, His dealings with us, for it enhances the marvellous
condescension of His majesty to take any notice of us, worms of
the dust!
" The more Thy glories strike mine eyes,
The humbler I shall lie :
Thus while I sink, my joys shall rise
Immeasurably high! "

" For He saith to the snow, Be thou on the earth; likewise to the
small rain, and to the great rain of His strength." None but He hath
power to command the snow or the rain to fall gently or in heavy showers;
so, spiritually, none is able to wash a soul whiter than snow or send forth
His Spirit, gently distilling or in such downpour as bears all before it.
When we are cold in heart, none but He can warm our souls with His
love, or cause the hard as adamant to bring forth, bud, and bear fruit
to His glory.
"He sealeth up the hand of every man; that all men may know
His work." Then, it is not a strange experience to be sealed
up, because it is a universal sealing up of every man, sooner or later.
Every child of God knows. what this means: to be tied and bound
with the chain of his sins, to be bound in prison and unable to go forth,
to have his hand in fetters, his soul in bondage, no liberty in prayer,
14
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no power to praise-shut up!
To this end, such sealing up is
appointed that all men may do His work, that the finding they have no
power for anything spiritual, no inward aspiration, no soaring above the
things of time and sense, and no desire for God, make the soul groan,
being burdened, and wisely perceive that it is His work alone, and so
be conscious of his own impotence; like the man at the pool of
Bethesda, who had no power to get into the pool, and repeatedly saw
others healed. "0 wisest wisdom of our God," thus to empty the
soul of creature-power that His own strength be made perfect in weak·
ness, that the work of grace from first to last may be seen to be His
work! "His work is glorious, and worthy to be pmised."
" Then the beasts go into dens and remain in their places." We
have a vivid recollection of William Salt Lockwood, who used to come
in, in our younger days, to talk with our dear mother on divine things,
explaining spiritually the parallel passage in Psalm civ. 20-22: "Thou
makest darkness, and it is night, wherein all the beasts of the forest
do creep forth. The young lions roar after their prey, and seek their
meat from God. The sun ariseth, they gather themselves together,
and lay them down in their dens."
" Thou makest darkness. It was often his experience in the night season,
and it is night in the soul: a time for the lion, Satan, and the young
lions, his legions, "as a roaring lion walketh about, seeking whom
he may devour," to seek their meat from God-permission to devour !
The sun ariseth, the Sun of Righteousness ariseth, with healing in His
wings, upon the soul-darkness; then the young and old lion gather
together and lay them down in their dens. There is freedom from
temptation. 0 Sun, of uncreated light, shine npon our darkness,
" as the light of the morning when it riseth, even a morning without
clouds" intervening to hide Thee from our view, even here below,
before Thy glorious day that shall have no night. Thus the Lord
gave spiritual instruction under the literal fact of the habits of wild
beasts.
" Out of the south cometh the whirlwind; and cold out of the north.
By the breath of God frost is given; and the breadth of the waters
is straitened." From the natural works of God we glean some apprehension of His dealings in grace. The whirlwind, overturning and
uprooting, often succeeds a time of sunshine in the soul, when the
zephyr-wind of the Holy Spirit's warming influence has produced
halcyon days. Could the beloved disciple, John, when he leaned on
Jesus' bosom at the supper, have conceived he was to have such a
terrible experience next day as to look upon his Lord and Master
nailed to the cross ~ Did not the whirlwind follow the south wind ~
But if we had all south wind, who should "endure hardness as good
soldiers of Jesus Christ"~ The change of temperature hardens
our bodies to resist the elements; so do the varying experiences of the
soul fit and temper us for the battle of life. The breath of God causes
frost in the ground, and also ill-bound conditions in the renewed heart,
checking the growth of nature and perishing that which grows of itself ;
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even the springing up of the heavenly water is straitened. The
Spirit of wisdom sees it needful to produce these many alternations
to keep us lying Iow at our Saviour's feet, and ever conscious that
" every good gift, and every perfect gift, is from above, and cometh
down from the Father of lights." We cannot manufacture it or think
a single good thought, or formulate a sentence of prayer, or breathe
a desire God"ward. Frost is bracing to our bodies, so by" the breath
of God" an icy state of soul inspires us with lowly thoughts of our"
selves, and His abounding grace is magnified when "He sendeth out
His Word and melteth them: He causeth His wind to blow, and the
waters flow." Elihu here delineates a fresh experience; the darkness
is a time of temptation when the enemy seeks to devour or destroy
the life; this is a low condition, below zero, produced by God's Spirit,
when coldness, deathliness is felt--the absence of responsive love
to His exceeding love, the deadness and insensibility to divine things,
no springing of hope, no buddings forth of desire-then it is indeed
winter in the soul; then we inquire, " Is the Spirit of the Lord straitened?
Are these His doings? And then we have to confess that "by the
breath of God frost is given"; that these are His doings, "to humble
us and to prove us," that we know what is in our hearts and take our
right place of self-abasement before Him.
" Also by watering He wearieth the thick cloud: He scattereth
His bright cloud" (R.V., He ladeth the thick cloud with moisture).
Some clouds are laden with moisture; all the children of God know
what the thick cloud of providence means. How often it is laden
with tears, how often it is impenetrable, dark, and obscuring of the sun;
how often He scattereth His bright clouds, and brings the rain,
softening the earth-the emblem of the teacher of righteousness,
bedewing and fructifying the soul, "as a watered garden."
" And it is turned round about by His counsels: that they may do whatsoever He commandeth them upon the face of the world in the earth."
The clouds of heaven do according to His will. Cloudy dispensations
are turned about by His counsels. A bright cloud overshadowed the
Mount of Transfiguration, "and they feared as they entered into the
cloud." So do we often fear to enter the cloud, but when it is passed
we find" Jesus only." How blessed to know that all our clouds are
turned by His counsels. Need we fear, since" the counsel of the Lord
standeth for ever." Christ is the Wonderful, Counsellor, and the
Spirit of counsel and might is our guiding heritage. "His commandments are not grievous," and whatsoever He commands the clouds
to do, either bright or dark, must be good and right in His people's
eyes: if not at first seen, eventually will be proved to be the very best
for them. Is not the expression, "turned round about," a proof that it
is at first a gloomy cloud, though ultimately it ends in brightness?
" He causeth it to come, whether for correction, or for His land,
or for mercy." It proceeds from Him who is perfect in wisdom,
the First Great Cause of all things. Let us try every cloud He causes
to come upon us by these three tests. Is it for correction? Let us
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"hear the rod and who hath appointed it," and seek that it may teach
us the lesson He designs thereby. Is it for His land? Immanuel's
land is the heart of the believer. Our own land shall give its increase.
Let us never forget to pray for our own land-it is blessed of God,
but also cursed with evildoers-that the clouds of sin, ignorance,
idolatry, and superstition may give place to the shining of the sun
of righteousness. Is it in mercy? Clouds are often sent in mercy,
so that if we had but the perfect love that casteth out fear we should
never dread them, but be assured they were going to be followed by
the bright beams of blessing, that we could not do without the cloudy
dispensation nor without the mercy that sent it.
"Hearken unto this, 0 Job: stand still, and consider the wondrous
works of God." He that is wise in heart will hearken to wise counsel,
and we all need to be arrested, to stand still and ponder the marvellous works of God-the magnitude of them and the minuteness
of them, the harmony of them, their infinite variety, their unity,
and their contrariety. We could spend a lifetime and not discern
the thousandth part of the works of nature; how then shall we be
able to scan the mysteries of God's providence or His works of grace?
Like the chambers in Solomon's temple, the lowest is nearest of access,
but how circumscribed are our limits. But from nature we ascend to
providence, enlarging and going up. And still ascending higher,
the mystery of grace meets us at the top. But how bounded is our vision!
for the four walls of salvation form security, but not an extensive
view: that we must wait for till we reach the everlasting hills.
" Dost thou know when God disposed them, and caused the light
of His cloud to shine?" How ignorant of God's works is the brightest
of saints. How impossible for finite intellect to grasp the Infinite.
We do not know when God disposed the clouds. When He causes the
light to shine instead of the gloom of a black cloud, we might well
ask ourselves, What do we know about the difference between light
and darkness in grace; how God sends a cloud over our sky, and then
causes the light to shine upon the darkness until it is the brightrwss
of meridian day? Dost thou know?
" Dost thou know the balancings of the clouds, the wondrous works
of Him which is perfect in knowledge? " Justice is represented with a
pair of scales in her hands. A perfect balance is the Lord's. He knoweth our frame, He is perfect in knowledge to adjust the scales in an
even balance. He knows what each child can bear, how much trial
of patience, endurance, and faith will ensure the result He designs,
though we do not know the balancings of the clouds, in nature,
providence, or grace. He never makes a mistake, and weighs each
cloudy dispensation, and balances it so as to poise equally with the
measures He designs it to reach. He weighs the mountains in scales,
and the hills in a balance. He is perfect wisdom.
"How thy garments are warm, when He quieteth the earth by the
south wind?" We feel the change, but do not know how it is brought
about when the face of nature alters by the gentle, warming breeze.
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Then our garments feel heavy and hot, but a child of God only knows
how it is when the Holy Spirit's influence, quieting the tumult within,
produces such genial sunshine in the soul as to endear the robe of
righteousness in exchange for the covering that is narrower than a
man can wrap himself in! "Awake, 0 north wind, and come, thou
south; blow upon my garden, that the spices thereof may flow out"
(Song iv. 16).
" Hast thou with Him spread out the sky, which is strong, and as
a molten looking-glass ~" The sky reflects God's image, the brightness
of its Creator's glory, the clearness, the transparency at the same
time, the undiscovered mysteries of His actions. We do not need
to look minutely into His other works of nature; we only need to look
up into the sky overhead to be certain we were not with Him, when
He spread it out.
" Teach us what we shall say unto Him: for we cannot order our
speech by reason of darkness." Just the thing we want: the Spirit to
help our infirmities, as our Instructor. "He shall teach all things,"
even how to pray: for we have no power to set our words in order,
nor to know how we ask acceptably" according to His will." " Oh,
send out Thy light and Thy truth; let them lead me; let them bring me
to Thy holy hill, and to Thy tabernacles." How the thought of our
darkness enhances and endears the light! Oh, blessed provision for
all our need in this dark world wherein we are pilgrims, passing
through the Valley of Baca !
" Shall it be told Him that I speak ~ If a man speak, surely he shall
be swallowed up." The King's chamberlain introduces those that
seek an audience of royalty, but this is not necessary when we come
into the presence of the King of kings, because "Thou, Lord, hast
heard the desire of the humble." Uttered or unexpressed, it is equally
heard and answered in the Lord's time and best of all ways-and no
fear is there of being swallowed up, for we may" Pour out our hearts
before Him. God is a refuge for us."
" And now men see not the bright light which is in the clouds; but
the \vind passeth, and cleanseth them." "There is a silver lining
to every cloud." But we see it not while the dark cloud is overhead.
When the darkness has emptied itself, then we see the bright light that
is on the other side; or rather, when the gloomy dispensation is over
we discover that the design of it has been to enhance the beauty of the
silver lining; when the sable is exhausted we discern the brightness
of God's purpose of mercy and love. But for the wind in nature, and
the Holy Spirit in grace, we should never see the transformation in
either, but the wind (John iii. 8) passeth, and it cleanseth them. Let
us be persuaded of the fact, and look out for the pearl clouds in every
trial, for certainly they are there; and if we have but eyes to see we
shall glory in the Lord, who turneth the shadow of death into morning,
and gloom into meridian brightness.
"Fair weather cometh out of the north: with God is terrible majesty."
As in nature fine weather cometh out of the north, or cold quarter,
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so in grace the stripping process, brought about by the searching wind,
results in a healthy state of soul, and the conviction of God's terrible
majesty keeps us from presumption and deadly sin.
"Touching the Almighty, we cannot find Him out. He is excellent
in power, and in judgment, and in plenty of justice. He will not affiict "
(R.V., He will do no violence). We cannot see the Almighty, neither
can we find Him out. This is a quieting thought when we cannot
understand His wonder-working way. If we could find Him out,
our God would have descended to the level of our finite capacity, but
He is far above our puny reason, and we would have it so. Let God
be true, and every man a liar that presumes to put himself in antagonism
to God. We would rather not comprehend His ways than bring J ehovah
to be measured by our puny reason. We delight to think of Him
as excellent in power. "Is anything too hard for the Lord?" and in
judgment-none such judgment as His! All the wisdom of the wisest
intelligences fall far short of His.
"I know, 0 Lord, that Thy
judgments are right," and where I know what Thou doest, I desire
to wait for light from Thee, and Thou art excellent also in plenty of
justice. "A just weight and balance are the Lord's: all the weights
of the bag are His work" (Prov. xvi. 11). Who shall accuse Him of
injustice? He doth not affiict willingly, nor grieve the children of men
(Lam. xxx.). He will do no violence.
"Men do therefore fear Him: He respecteth not any that are
wise of heart," but He respecteth the lowly. He has no respect
to the wise of this world, for He has chosen the foolish things and the
weak things to confound the wise and mighty, and base things and
despised, and things that are not, to bring to nought things that are.
Men do therefore fear Him, and that is the beginning of wisdom.
Lord, put Thy fear in our hearts, and then we shall not depart from
Thee!
MARY.
ALL who ground their hope of eternal life on their prayers, reading
the Scriptures, and the outward works of righteousness, come short
of the rest and salvation that are in Christ. The sinner's hand must
be emptied of all such recommendations.-R. C. Chapman.
REMEMBER that God's great design in the salvation of souls is to
gratify His affection, and to satisfy His heart. His glory in our salvation is but the servant of His love. It is to indulge His love that He is
now saving sinners, and He therefore expects to receive in return the
full heart's love of the saved.-R. C. Chap1iwn.
THE carnal mind being at enmity with God, is at constant war
with God in every word and thought. Wherein lies the enmity?
In self-will. Every child of Adam, in every thought of his heart, is
at variance with God. Every thought in the eye of God's holiness
is a sin. There is no testimony to God's hatred of sin like the cross.R. C. Chapman.
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THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST:
As THE REDEEMER.

" He is altogether lovely!'-SoNG v. 16.
.. Christ hath redeemed US."-GAL. iii. 13.
WHEN believers realise by faith their need of, and interest in, the
8alvation wrought by the Lord Jesus Christ for His Church; then His
loveliness as their Redeemer captivates their hearts, keeps their minds
stayed upon Him, and draws their affections and desires to His
glorious Person. Indeed, if we have any degree 'of experimental
knowledge of the Lord Jesus, it is summed up in the Apostle's description of what He has done for His people-" Christ hath redeemed
us from the curse of the law" (Gal. iii. 13).
THE CURSE OF THE LAW.
The Law is the Covenant of Works, contained in the two tables.
Its tenor is: Obey and live; disobey and die. Adam fell from his
obedience in Eden. Moses broke the two tables on Sinai. Man
fallen finds that all the Law can do for him is to command and condemn:
The Law gives no help to obey its precept, nor does it point out any
way of escape from its penalty. Man inherits a fallen nature; and
is an actual transgressor, for "sin is the transgression of the law"
(1 Johniii. 4); and" all we like sheep have gone astray, we have
turned everyone to his own way" (Isa. liii. 6). The Law requires
perfect obedience. "It is written, cursed is everyone that continueth
not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them"
(Gal. iii. 10). As no man, since the Fall, ever could yield perfect
obedience to the Law's demands in anyone thing, it is evident" we
all have sinned and come short of the glory of God" (Rom. iii. 23).
The curse of the Law, therefore, rests upon all, because by nature all are
transgressors. That curse consists in the just anger of God against sin ;
hence, "we are all the children of wrath, even as others" (Eph. ii. 3).
Now, the penalty denounced for sin is death, which means:
death spiritual-the death of nature's state-we are" dead in sins"
(Eph. ii. 1); death literal, the death of the body; and death eternal,
which is called, the "second death" (Rev. xx. 6). The curse of the
Law entails wrath, death, and hell. These" terrors of the Lord"
(2 Cor. v. 11) hang over all the unsaved. When the Holy Law is
applied by the Holy Spirit to a poor sinner's heart, two truths are
clearly revealed to him-his sinfulness and his helplessness. The
Law shows the sinner his lost and ruined state, that he can neither
save himself nor help himself in any degree. This, of itself, brings
despair and stirs up enmity against the inflexible justice of God;
for, it is still true in experience that "the Law worketh wrath"
(Rom. iv. 15). It is a hard lesson for a guilty, helpless sinner to learn,
who is yet persistently seeking to establish a righteousness of his own,
that-" By the deeds of the Law shall no flesh living be justified"
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(Gal. iii. 11). Such is the malady.

A glorious remedy is provided in

THE REDEMPTION

from this awful curse, which was ordained by the Holy Father, wrought
by the Holy Son, and is applied by the Holy Spirit. Redemption is
the act or work of the Lord Jesus, by which He purchased the Church.
The word redeem in Tyndale's version is rendered" agen-by" or to
" buy again"; and so the Church is redeemed by the precious blood
of Jesus Christ (Rev. v. 9); Who thus became the Redeemer and
Saviour of His people from their sins (Matt. i. 21). "Christ hath
redeemed us from the curse of the Law, being made a curse for us "
(Gal. iii. 13). The innocent Victim was substituted for us guilty
sinners, and the curse deserved by the latter was transferred to the
former. The penalty due from us was paid by Him. The sufferings
we incurred He bore. He died instead of us, that His life might be
imparted to us. The Redeemer took our Law-place, that His perfect
obedience might be imputed to us. Thus, the Lord Jesus was" made
sin that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him" (2 Cor.
v. 21). The Redemption thus wrought by the holy Son of God for
the saints is applied to the saints by the Eternal Spirit in His gracious
ministrations (2 Cor. iii. 8). Then there is effected Redemption from
the cause of the curse, which is sin, by the blood of atonement, which,
applied, cleanseth from all sin. An interest in the Death of the crucified
Redeemer, revealed, proves that He paid the penalty instead of us, and
.. Payment God cannot twice demand,
First at my bleeding Surety's hand,
And then again at mine."

Further, the consequence of the curse of the Law resting upon a
fallen sinner is that he is rejected by God. This consequence of the
curse is removed by the imputation of the Saviour's righteousness,
which gives eternal acceptance.
Thus we are "accepted in the
Beloved" (Eph. i. 6). Our sin being put away, and Christ's righteousJl.ess being put on, we are both cleansed and clothed; and so made
"meet to be partakers ofthe inheritance of the saints in light" (Col. i. 12).
As faith apprehends the glorious truths of Redemption, the fruits
thereof are in some degree produced in the hearts thus sprinkled with
the blood so freely shed for sinners, such as hatred to sin, real
repentance, desire for salvation, love to holiness, and a blessed
looking to the Lord Jesus in every state for everything. To these
happy souls the language of the text at the commencement of this
paper belongs-" Christ hath redeemed us."
Precious is the
Redeemer in their eyes, and they are precious in His eyes.
.. Redeemed, by Jesu's blood redeemed,
His beauties called to trace;
No angel can be more esteemed
Than sinners saved by grace."

Bath.

E. C.
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MAN'S LOST ESTATE.
A SERMON

BY

THE LATE BISHOP WALDEGRAVE, D.D.

" And the leper in whom the plague is, his clothes shall be rent, and his
head bare, and he shall put a covering upon his upper lip, and shall cry,
unclean, unclean. All the days wherein the plague shall be in him he shall
be defiled,. he is unclean: he shall dwell alone: without the camp shall
his habitation be."-LEvITICUS xiii. 45,46.
DOCTRINAL error is well nigh the most deadly weapon in the armoury
of hell.
It were a needless trespass upon your time elaborately to prove a
truth so evident. But this I will say, that false doctrine hath slain its
thousands and its tens of thousands, even amongst those who have
(till they fell) thought themselves to be the most safely guarded in the
citadel of truth.
Such have perhaps been champions of orthodoxy as it raised its
indignant protest against the soul-destroying tenets of Arius, or of
Socinus, or the scarcely less deadly traditions of Papal Rome, that
" Man of Sin, that Son of Perdition;" and vet all the while there has
been a lie in their right hand, by which the~ subtle foe hath wrought
their certain destruction.
For instance, how unscriptural are the replies often given to that
most weighty question, " How shall man be just with God? "
Some exalt the mercy of J ehovah at the expense of his jtlstice and his
holiness.
They know (if that can be called knowledge which hath made their
heart to bleed) that they are sinners; they know that sinful man,
as repugnant to the holiness of God, is excluded from heaven; that
guilty man, as offending against the justice of God, is condemned to
hell. And yet they give no diligence that their guilt may be pardoned,
their corruption removed; for they fondly say, "God is merciful" ;
and they vainly imagine that he will at the last (to His own great
dishonour) acquit them easily.
Brethren, it is indispensable that God's justice should be satisfied,
it is indispensable that God's holiness should be vindicated, before
God's mercy can admit anyone son or daughter of Adam into the
mansions of bliss. Scripture knows of no such thing as uncovenanted
mercies. They are, to use the language of inspiration, "a refuge of
lies."
But where these certain truths of God's word are conceded, even
there the devil's lie doth creep in. How is God's justice to be satisfied 1
Faith and works are made a joint ground of our justification before
.lehovah.
It is written, "therefore we conclude, that a man is justified by
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faith, without the deeds of the law." It is written again, "he that
heareth My word and believeth on Him that sent Me, hath "-not may
have, nor shall have-but" hath everlasting life, and shall not come
into condemnation, but is passed from death unto life." Yet in spite
of these plain declarations of holy writ, proud man refuses to accept
of eternal life as a free gift-he must needs pay part of the price, in
the works of righteousness which he himself shall do. Holiness, he
foolishly imagines to be, not the evidence, but a part of the foundation
of a justified state.
Brethren, this cannot be. Scripture knows nothing of any mixture
of human merit, direct or indirect, in the work of our justification.
This too is a " refuge of lies which the hail shall sweep away-an hiding
place which the waters shall overflow." Forthwith that the sinner
believeth-immediately is he justified-he is safe were he to die that
moment. Truly, if he live, the same grace which caused him to repent.
and believe, shall also work in him to " yield his body a living sacrifice,
holy, acceptable to God, which is his reasonable service." Yet is his
salvation not more sure in itself at the end of his Christian course than
at the beginning-it is more sure in its evidences to himself, and to his
brethren of the household of faith-but not one whit more sure in
itself·
The Lord Jesus Christ did once for all put away his sin by the sacrifice
of Himself. The Lord Jesus Christ did once for all work out for him
a perfect obedience. Believing, he is partaker of that finished work.
The justice of God is satisfied. No longer does justice forbid his
entrance to the mansions of rest. Nay, rather justice has become his
advocate, and claims admittance for him. The purity indeed of God
requires that he should be ,~ sanctified wholly," and for this he himself
doth pant; but that work is progressing, and shall be completed, as
to the soul, when that tabernacle is taken down in which it now groans
-as to the body, when that same tabernacle shall be reared again in
the satisfying likeness of Immanuel.
Brethren, I shall (if God permit) have other opportunities of
elucidating these weighty doctrines of Scripture; but it was needful to
state them plainly, lest anything to be said in the pursuit of my present
subject should appear to favour that unscriptural, and therefore
dangerous teaching, which takes away from the honour of the One
sacrifice made once for all, by asserting that the fruits of holiness are
accessories to our justification, and thus virtually denying that the
true believer is " complete in Him."
Having said thus much by way of preface, let me now proceed to
show how needful it is that iniquity should be pardoned-that inbred
corruption should be cleansed; in other words, how needful it is that
everyone should be justified and sanctified who would enter into life.
The justice of God demands entire freedom from guilt: the holiness
of God demands entire freedom from corruption. Man is utterly
degenerate-most guilty-most corrupt. How awful then their
condition, of whom it cannot on scriptural grounds be affirmed that
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their sins have been pardoned, that "new hearts have been given
them? "
~.
In no portion of the book of truth is this lesson more clearly exhibited
than in the laws concerning the leper, as given in the 13th chapter of
Leviticus. Those laws had doubtless respect unto the temporal weal
of God's ancient people: but they had a much more lofty aim-a much
deeper intention; and that was to picture forth, as in a parableI. The " exceeding sinfulness" of sin.
H. The fearful consequences of sin.
And let no one deem the subject inappropriate in so august an
assembly. For while the leprosy of the body is scarcely known amongst
us, the leprosy of the soul, even sin, is everywhere; there is not one in
this congregation that is not, or has not been, a leper-a helpless,
noisome leper: the leprosy of sin is an universal disease; "all have
sinned and come short of the glory of God": happy they who have
been cleansed; happy they who have been "justified freely by his
grace, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus."
I. Let us then endeavour in the first place to learn something of the
NATURE of sin; whether it be considered in its germ in our fallen nature,
or in its development in our sinful practice.
1... And the priest shall look on the plague in the skin of the flesh:
and when the hair in the plague is turned white, and the plague in sight
be deeper than the skin of his flesh, it is a plague of leprosy." Leprosy
was then always more than skin deep-it was a deep-seated malady.
Is it not in this a faithful likeness of sin? What disease more deeply
seated than sin ?
Do we speak of our BIRTH SIN? It is " the fault and corruption of
the nature of every man, that naturally is engendered of the offspring
of Adam." We are by nature, brethren, sinful to the very core; there
is "no soundness in us," our inmost heart is "desperately wicked."
These are the words of inspiration. How do they give the lie to that
which a thoughtless charity is so apt to say of a neighbour, " his faults
are all on the surface, but he has a good heart." "Speak unto us
smooth things, prophesy deceits." Place the" best hearted " natural
man" you can find-not in the light of this naughty world, but-in
the bright piercing light of God's dazzling holiness, and you will fly
from him with horror. And there is no exception in favour of lofty
intellect, or profound learning, or rigid morality, or zealous devotion.
If the man be still a" natural man," not born of the spirit, not washed
in the blood of Christ, he is still leprous in every pulsation of his heart.
His "understanding" is "darkened," being" alienated from the life
of God through the ignorance that is in him." His" affections" are
" set on things on the earth." His will is of its own nature inclined to
evil; he hath " a revolting and a rebellious hflart." "Even his mind
and c()nscience is defiled." He is indeed leprous within as well as
leprous without. He is essentially corrupt-his heart is "deceitful
above all things."
Do we speak of our ACTUAL GUILT? Thfl faults which appear upon
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the surface are but the symptoms of the fearful malady raging within.
"For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts,
adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness,
deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness; all
these evil things come from within, and defile the man." "We ourselves also," (even I, Paul, who was, "as touching the righteousness
which is in the law, blameless,") "we ourselves also were sometimes
foolish, disobedient, deceived, se'rving divers lusts and pleasures, living
in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another." "God saw
that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually."
Truly every unforgiven child of Adam is in his practice, no less than in
his nature, leprous within as well :is leprous without. He is labouring
undp,r a deep-seated malady-his heart is " desperately wicked."
2. Observe again th1J.t leprosy was incurable by man. No art of
medicine could eradicate the foul cumplliint; and all that the priest
could do was to examine the case, and say whether it were leprosy or
no: he could do no more. To cure the leper was the prerogative of
Deity.
In' this point also does the leprosy prl'.sent a true, though a painful
picture of Rin, the twofold plague of man'" heart.
Our BIRTH SIN who can cure ~ Habits will not cure it; ordinances
will not cure it; excitement will not cure it. These may effect certain
changes in the outward appearance of the patient, but there remains
still the disease, deep-seat-ed, loathsome, deadly. Truly, there is
danger if, in the excitement of a feverish imagination, any should
think themselves cleansed when still they are" lepers, white as snow."
But surely there is not less peril when, in the untiring discharge of
appointed duties, and in the ceaseless recurrence of solemn observances,
any forget that there is a disease preying with life-devouring malignity
upon their inmost soul. "There is a generation that are pure in their
own eyes, and yet is not washed from their filthiness." "Can the
Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots ~ Then may ye
also do good that are accustomed to do evil."
Our ACTUAL GUILT who can put away ~ None but He who" himself
took our infirmities and bare our sicknesses." If habits, if ordinances,
if excitement, avail not to make that tree good which was corruptso neither can character, nor feelings, nor works of mercy, nor prayers,
nor fastings, nor sacraments, prevail that the tree t.hat bringeth not
forth good fruit should not be caRt into the fire. Unless the Good
Physician apply the balm of Gilead, never will the health of the sons
of men be recovered, even from that mortal injury which Satan hath
inflicted. "Though thou wash thee with nitre, and take thee much
soap, yet thine iniquity is marked before Me, saith the Lord God."
~. I might now proceed to exhibit other points of resemblance
between leprosy and sin. I might insist upon its loathsomeness; I
might also remind you how it made every good thing bitter to the
sufferer, so that all the wealth, all the valour, and all the honours of a
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Naaman, were nothing to him while it could be said, "Naaman is a
leper." And then it might be proved from God's word how exceeding
loathsome is sin in the eyes of everyone to whom the Lord giveth
spiritual discernment, so that with Job he cries, " Behold, I am vile" ;
or again, "I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes"; or with
Isaiah, "We are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses
are as filthy rags."
It might also be shown how the man whose
conscience is stricken, whose heart is broken, with a true knowledge of
his spiritual leprosy can scarce relish even the best gifts which a
bountiful God bestows upon him, so long as his disease is not curedso long as his heart is unrenewed, his guilt unpardoned. Neither
houses, nor lands, nor health, nor honour, nor child, nor wife, can
satisfy the yearnings of his contrite soul. He is dying from the leprosy
of sin, and what avail these blessings while he is not cured ~ How
graphic the picture of this spiritual distress drawn by Elihu in the
33rd chapt-er of Job! "He is chastened also with pain upon his bed,
and the multitude of his bones with strong pain: so that his life
abhorreth bread, and his soul dainty meat." How piercing are the
cries of David, as he suffers from the bitter reality, in the 38th Psalm:
" There is no soundness in my flesh because of thine anger; neither is
there any rest in my bones, because of my sin. For mine iniquities
are gone over mine head; as a heavy burden they are too heavy for
me." "Mv loins are filled with a loathsome disease. and there is no
soundness "in my flesh." "Make haste to help m~, 0 Lord, my
salvation." Oh for more of this bitterness of soul! Let us beware,
brethren, lest in the elegancies of architecture, in the gorgeousness of
ceremonies, in the beauties of literature, in the mysteries of philosophy,
any cease to believe that they are lepers, "a sinful nation, a people
laden with iniquity." If such be the case with any, they are of all
men most miserable. Happier far the simple countryman, who has
learnt from his inmost heart to cry, " Heal my soul, for I have sinned
against thee." For with such an one it shall be as it was with him of
whom mention was made in the Gospel of this day: "And it came to
pass when Jesus was in a certain city, behold a man full of leprosy,
who, seeing Jesus, fell on his face, and besought Him, saying, Lord,
if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean. And He put forth His hand
and touched him, saying: I will; be thou clean. And immediately
his leprosy departed from him."
It is time that we proceed,
H., to consider what are the CONSEQUENCES of sin as shadowed forth
in the laws concerning the leper. "All the days wherein the plague
shall be in him he shall be defiled; ne is unclean, he shall dwell alone;
without the camp shall his habitation be."
I beg you very particularly to notice these words, "without the
camp shall his habitation be."
The leper was not permitted, under any circumstances, to enter the
camp of Israel. Poor or rich, old or young, male or female, there was
no difference; so long as the leprosy was upon him, he was quite shut
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out from the dwellings of men: "He shall dwell alone; without the
camp shall his habitation be." And there was no slackening of the
law, no commutation of the sentenct' after a certain number of years.
No! if the wretched being were a leper all his days, all his days must
he dwell alone-all his days must his habitation be without the camp.
Moreover, there was no distinction of persons; ther~ was one law for
the poor leper, and there was the very same law for the rich and the
noble leper. "And Uzziah the king was a leper until the day of his
death, and dwelt in a several house, heing a leper; for he was cut off
from the house of the I,ord: and J (,tham his son was over the king's
house, judging the people of the land." Such was the unbending
rigour with which the leper, whosoever he might be, was, all the time
of his leprosy, shut out from the dwellings of men-yea more, from
the house of God. Never could he "see thy goings, 0 God; even the
goings of my God, my King, in the sanctuary." Never could he "lift
up his hands in the sanctuary and bless the Lord."
Let us learn from this, brethren, the disastrous effects of sin,
1. I will not enlarge upon the certain fact that the unrenewed,
unpardoned sinner, though called a Christian, is even now, by the very
sickness of his soul, shut out from" the general assembly and church
of the firstborn, which are written in heaven." Most gracious may be
the purposes of God's love concerning him. Exceeding great are his
privileges as one to whom, by baptism, pertaineth "the adoption
and the glory, and the covenants," and the" preaching of the Gospel,"
and "the service of Goel and the promises." Yet haih he now no
spiritual participation in these things, but is in very deed "an alien
from the commonwealth of the Israel of God, and a sua.nger to the
covenant of promise." "They are not all Israel which are of Israel."
" The natural man," the man that is still a ler~r, " receiveth not the
things of the spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto him: neither
can he know them, because tbey are spiritually discerned."
Thanks be to God there is a physician near at hand who can cleanse
even Corinthian lepers from the plague of birth sin and actual guilt.
"Such were some of you; but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified,
but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of
our God."
'Tis a fearful thing, beloved, to be, like Simon, bapti:>:ed iuthe name
of Jesus Christ, and yet, like the same Simon, to have "neither part
nor lot in this matter." But there is healing now: a day is coming
when there shall be no healing.
2. "Th~ priest shall pronounce him utterly unclean. All the days'
wherein the plague shall be in him be shall be defiled: he is unclean;
he shall dwell alone; without the camp shall his habitation be."
" We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ." Truly,
brethren, the hour is rapidly drawing near when all this congregation
shall stand before the judgment seat of Christ-before that great
" High Priest who is passed into the heavens: even Jesus, the Son of
God." And then shall He look upon eacb, and with unerring eye
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discern between the leprous and the sound, between the wicked and
the righteous. The leprous, the "carnally minded," those who are
.. dead in trespasses and sins," He shall set upon His left hand. The
righteous, those who are renewed in the spirit of their mind-all
trespasses being forgiven-He shall set upon His right hand.. The
righteous shall enter into "the camp of the saints," even "the new
Jerusalem"; but the leprous, " without the camp shall their habitation
be."
"There shall in no wise enter into it anything that de£leth, neither
whatsoever worketh abomination or maketh a lie." Mark these words
well: "There shall in no wise enter into it-the new Jerusalemanything that defileth." Let the leprous spot be thought never so
small, the miserable sinner is at once excluded; w'ithout the camp must
his habitation be: for of them that dwelt within the camp, it is said
that they are" holy and without blemish."
Ye careless ones who have the plague spot of leprosy upon every
part of you, think well upon the fearful peril of your present position.
Thou fool, this very night may" thy soul be required of thee," and
then what shalt he thy doom? Thou shalt stand before the great
High Priest; He shall pronounce thee "utterly unclean"; and" all
the time that the plague is in thee," even for ever, without the camp of
God shall thy habitation be. Yes! for ever. For beyond the grave
there is no remedy for thy disease. Here it is not to be cured by man:
but there, even God Himself may not cure it : for His stern, unbending,
self-avenging justice forbids.
If then thine heart hath ever desired to be partaker of that " fulness
of joy," which dwells in the presence of God-of those pleasures which
are at his right hand for ever morc," see to it that thou art cured of
thy leprosy now. If thou hast ever yearned for that blest abode where
.. they shall hunger no more; neither thirst any more; neither shall
the sun light on them, nor any hC<l.t; where God shall wipe away all
tears from their eyes"-see to it that now thou art " justified by faith,
and hast peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ;" see to it
that now thou " put off," by the power of the Holy Ghost. "the old
man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, and be renewed
in the spirit of thy mind; and that thou put on the new man, which,
after God, is created in righteousness and true holiness": for if thou
appear at the bar of Christ with one single sin unpardoned, with one
single lust unmortified, without the camp must thy habitation be for
ever.
And has thine heart ever trembled as thou heardest of that fearful
abyss " where their worm dieth not and their fire is not quenched ? ..
Has a guilty conscience ever brought before thy mind's eye the pains
of the lost, "the weeping, the wailing, the gnashing of teeth," "the
gnawing of the tongue for pain," " the lake of fire burning with brimstone," where" the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and
ever," where" they have no rest day nor night?" Has thine accusing
conscience, I say, ever marshalled these horrors in grisly array before
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thee? and hast thou for the time desired to "flee from the wrath to
come"? Look to it that thou art cured of thy leprosy now: for if
one single plague spot be upon thee when thou standest before the
great High Priest, the Judge of quick and dead, all these most terrible
judgments shall be poured upon thee from the vials of the wrath of
Almighty God: for thi& shall be their portion to drink who are without
the camp. "The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations
that forget God." "The fearful and unbelieving and the abominable,
and murderers and whoremongers, and sorcerers and idolaters, and all
liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and
brimstone." Mark well! this shall be the portion of all lepers, the
portion of all without the camp; not of the murderer, the whoremonger, and the liar only, but of the" fearful" too, of those who were
afraid to confess Christ before men; of the "unbelieving" too, of
those who (whatsoever their reputation for sound religion and useful
learning) do not truly believe to the saving of the soul; and lastly,
of those who forget God: all alike are lepers; all alike shall have their
part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone.
Such, my brethren, are some of the lessons with regard to-I. the
nature, and-II. the consequences of sin, which may he learnt from
the law of the leper.
Most seriously do I entreat you all to lay them to heart.
Are any strangers to the "sanctification of the Spirit," "and the
sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ? "-let them not deny that
they are leprous within, leprous without; let them not conceal the
malignity of the disorder. "That which is born of the flesh is flesh."
" If ye live after the flesh, ye shall die." Rather let it be yOUT constant
petition that God the Holy Spirit may bring you into the (leep waters
of bitter, but heartfelt repentance. Be well assured that sin is a
disease deeply seated in your inmost heart; be well assured that no
possible contrivance of man can eradicate the foul, the cankering
complaint; and then let it never be forgotten that while that complaint
remains upon you, there is no place in heaven for you; without the
camp-in hell-must your habitation be.
These are painful truths; they are truths which made Felix the
governor tremble before Paul the prisoner at his bar. Be not like
Felix: defer not till a more convenient season the examination of your
case; it may cost you bitterest pangs, most thrilling agony of mind ;
but better far endure those pangs and suffer that agony now, while
there is yet a remedy, than, by the opiates of worldly pleasures and
worldly pursuits, lull the pain until that day when there shall be no
remedy. For then shall you writhe for ever in maddening torments
under the terrible effects of that disease to which, while yet on praying
ground, you would give no heed. And while the African and the New
Zealander, cleansed from the leprosy of their bloodthirsty idolatrywhile" the publican and the harlot," cleansed from the leprosy of their
extortion and their impurity, " shall sit down with Abraham and Isaac
and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven," ye yourselves, "the children
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of the kingdom," who would not be healed, "shall be cast out into
outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth."
But is there anyone here who, from the depths of his heart, answers
to every word that has now been said; who, from the overflowing
fulness of a wounded spirit, cries, " Unclean, unclean;" "See, 0 Lord,
and consider, for I am become vile." To such would I point out a very
notable passage in the law of leprosy. "And if a leprosy break out
abroad in the skin, and the leprosy cover all the skin of him that hath
the plague, from his head even to his foot, wheresoever the priest
looketh; then the priest shall consider: and behold, if the leprosy
have covered all his flesh, he shall pronounce him clean that hath the
plague: it is all turned white; he is dean." This (contrite sinner !)
was written for thy comfort. It echoes back the words of that cheering
verse: "He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso
confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy." Dost thou then
know thyself to be leprous from thy head even to thy foot-the vilest
and most polluted of sinners ~ Go now at once to Jesus, the great
High Priest, by faith; Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou
shalt be saved." And if, by the gift of God the Holy Ghost, thou dost
simply believe His immutable word, know that even now the dire effects
of thy sickness are put away. .• By Him all that believe are justified
from all things from which ye could not be justified by the law of
Moses." "Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect ~ It
is God that justi:fieth. Who is he that condemneth ~ It is Christ
that died; yea, rather that is risen again, who is even at the right
hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us." And know, too,
that as the guilt of sin is already at once and for ever put away when
thou believest, so certainly shall the power of inbred sin be overcome
by the indwelling inworking Spirit of thy God. He began His sanctifying work when :first He quickened thy dead soul aud convinced thee
of sin; and surely "He which hath begun a good work in thee will
perform it until the day of Jesus Christ." In this life" sin shall not
have dominion over thee": yea, rather " beholding as in a glass the
glory of the Lord, thou shalt be changed into the same image from
glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord." At death, thy soul,
delivered from the burden of the flesh, shall be in joy and felicity;
and on the morning of the Resurrection, "thou shalt be satisfied,
when thou awakest, in the likeness" of " the Lord, thy strength and
thy redeemer." "The inhabitant shall not say, I am sick: the people
that dwell therein shall be forgiven their iniquity."
EVERY Christian should preach Christ practically ill his life and
conversation.
IN a mountain the law was propounded to Moses, in a mountain
the law was expounded by Jesus; the former to a man of God, the
latter by the Son of God: the one to a prophet of the Lord, the other
by the Lord of the prophets.-W. Seeker.
IS
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THE PORTRAIT.
THE LATE

DEACON ABRAHAM.

WE deeply regret to announce the death, at Ooroomiah, in Persia,
of the above-named servant of Christ, which took place in September
last. Our personal acquaintance with the DEACON and his selfsacrificing Christian work in his native country lead us to give insertion
to the following appeal which we have received from our esteemed
brother, Mr. M. J. Tryon, of Stamford. To the very touching statement
we append our sincere endorsement, and we hope that the practical
result will be 'that the widow of DEACON ABRAHAM will receive
encouragement in her responsible undertaking.
STATEMENT.
TilE Lord commanded the children of Israel that they were not to
"pervert the judgment of the stranger," "nor of the fatherless,"
but to remember that they were bondmen in Egypt. "Therefore
I command thee to do this thing." "When thou cuttest down thine
harvest in thy field, and hast forgot a sheaf in the field, thou shalt
pot go again to fetch it: it shall be for the stranger, for the fatherless,
and for the widow: that the Lord thy God may bless thee in all the
work of thy hands." "When thou beatest thine olive tree, thou shalt
not go over the boughs again: it shall be for the stranger, the fatherless,
and for the widow." "When thou gatherest thy grapes of thy vineyard, thou shalt not glean it afterward: it shall be for the stranger,
the fatherless, and the widow." "And thou shalt remember that
thou wast a bondman in the land of Egypt: therefore I command
thee to do this thing." By this merciful command, God declares His
regard for the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, in thus making
a provision Jor them. With these Scriptures before us as our guide,
we are desirous of bringing to the notice of the readers of these pages
the following particulars :-About the year 1880, Persia was visited
by a terrible famine, when thousands of the poorer of the agricultural
classes perished. In the straitness of their suffering many needy
creatures tried to sustain life by eating grasses, roots (even thistles),
soft wood pounded into fibre, or anything they could masticate.
Those who had families were known to go without rather than see
their tender offspring die of starvation, and when through the death of
their parents they were left uncared for, many hundreds of them
were devoured by wolves. There was living at this time in the
mountainous region of Ooroomiah, Persia, a godly man named
Abraham, who held his deaconship by office in the Nestorian Church
-believed to be the first Christian church founded in Persia. His
native descent was from one of the scattered tribes of Israel, who,
soon after the day of Pentecost, embraced Christianity. The Deacon,
being financially bp.tter off than his neighbours, opened his heart and
hand and fed by hundreds the starving poor, and- was assisted in this
good work by some of his English friends, with whom he had become
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acquainted when residing about four years in England. He was thus
instrumental in saving many lives; and when the worst was over,
he generously took into his home sixty destitute orphans whose parents
had died during the famine. He informed his English friends of what
he had done, they replied, " Go on, and we will help you." The worthy
Deacon committed his important charge to God daily by prayer,
and through faith in God's providence he continued his work till his
decease which occurred on Reptember 21st, 1905, within two days of the
death of the late Dr. Barnardo. His wife, ESTHER, was then in
England under medical treatment: he was, therefore, unable to give her
any parting counsel, but he said to his attendant,,: "I leave my work to
Esther, I can trust Esther." "The heart of her husband doth safely
trust in her, so that he shall have no need of spoil." Esther, it may be
added, is still in England and meanwhile the orphanage is under the
charge of a trustworthy teacher. Fifty-four orphans form the present
number in charge, and over 800 fatherless children have passed through
the orphanage from its formation. The little ones are gathered from
the very poor and are often brought many miles on foot, arriving in
a most forlorn and ragged condition. The scholars are hrought up
under good moral discipline, and are trained in the faith of the Syrian
Church which is very primitive in its adherence to the teaching of the
Bible. The latter, in the Syriac langnage, is read daily, also the
household attend morning and evening prayer. In addition to their
religious instructi.on, the childern receive a plain elementary education,
and are taught in the case of the girls, all kinds of housework, cooking,
bread-making, sewing, knitting, spinning, and carpet-making; and
the boys when old enough are placed out to various trades, and during
their minority have some oversight from the orphanage to protect
them from unfair treatment. Two of the most intelligent have become
doctors, and ten ministers. Esther expects shortly to return to Persia
for the management of the orphanage. At present she is trying to
solicit sympathy for the work by addressing meetings; she gives an
interesting account of the history of the Syrian Church, which she
considers is worthy of our support. She further entreats an interest
in our prayers, being in a very poor and crushed condition. They
have no help or sympathy from the Mohammedans who, although
kept under restraint in Perisa by the Shah, are cruel persecutors of
the Christians in Turkey. It may interest the reader to know that
the natives of Western Persia are very primitive in their manners
and customs-with a very few exceptions. They are without clocks
or watches, but tell the time of day by the course of the sun. They
have no printing presses, so are without newspapers; hence the common
people are in great ignorance of passing events. There are no public,
amusements to beguile their time, and the Christian portion of the natives
appear to manifest more thirst to hear the word of God than for pleasure.
The poorest in Turkey seldom have any money, many of them work
in the fields and are paid in bread, and this, with the addition of
water is all they live on. Their clothes they mend and remend so
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long as they will hold on their backs. The petition of Esther on behalf
of her orphanage is as follows :-My building is fast decaying and some
portions of it have already fallen, to the danger of the inmates. I
must, therefore, pull it down, but at present have no means to rebuild
it; my general fund is wholly required for the sustentation of my
orphanage; therefore my prayer is, Kind English Christian friends,
will you please help the fatherless and the stranger ~ Esther has
lately addressed public meetings at St. James Deeping, Stamford,
Birmingham, Nunhead, and other places, and she is well-known to
several persons of respectability who can bear unqualified testimony
to the genuine charact!'r of her need for her orphanage. A simple
way of helping the orphanage is for thirty friends to arrange to support
one orphan. This can be done by a subscription of one penny each
per week. Several orphans are already so provided for. The late
Mr. Frederick Tryon of Market Deeping for years sub~cribed to this
charity, and occasionally corresponded with Deacon Abraham. Mr.
M. J. Tryon, "Elmeslae," Stamford, Lincs., will with pleasure answer
any enquiries respecting the orphanage, and should any reader of this
article desire the privilege of assisting the Building fund, which greatly
needs help, he will be glad 14 receive such contributions for forwarding
to Ooroomiah. Or, they may be sent to the writer of this appeal,
Mr. S. Bo.orne, 75, Wailer Road, New Cross, London, S.B.
March 9th, 1906.
SO PITIFUL.

,"i Ye know . . . that not one thing hath failed of all the good tMnq8
whichLthe"Lord your God spake concerning you."-JOSHUA xxiii. 14-.
" NOT always what we most desire,
But always what is good;
Nor gives He always dainty meals
But always wholesome food.
" Not always led in flowery paths
In which we love to roam;
But in the rough where shoes of brass
Will bring us surely home.
." The covenant with Israel
Included Rachel's grave,
And He who gives the sunny hours
Gives strength the storm to brave~
" , I know their sorrows,' He hath said,
So pitiful is He,
That' as a mother comforteth,'
So will He comfort thee."

M. L. S.
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THE SOVEREIGN GRACE OF GOD MANIFESTED IN THE
REFORMATION.
A

PAPER READ BY THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES AT THE SPRING
CONFERENCE OP THE CHURCH ASSOCIATION, HELD AT WOLVERHAMPTON, MARCH 9TH,

1906.

THE Spirit-taught apostles of Christ left us many warnings against
false teachers, and the inroads which error would make, in succeeding
generations, in the visible church of Christ. To the Ephesian elders
the Apostle Paul declared: "I know this, that after my departing
shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. Also,
of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things to draw
away disciples after them." To the Thessalonians he made known that
before the coming of" the Day of Christ," there would be an " apostasy,"
and told them, further, "the Mystery of Iniquity doth already
work." Moreover, in the church at Corinth, there were even in
apostolic times, "false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ"; and in the Galatian church:
"false brethren, unawares brought in, who came in privily to spy
out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring
us into bondge."
These and similar warnings and facts should teach us, first of all,
the wisdom of going, in our search for divine truth, to the holy Scriptures alone, the oldest Christian documents which we possess, and
especially when we come to the knowledge, from internal evidences,
that they are divinely inspired. And, next, they should prevent our
being surprised when history informs us of the early intr~duction
into the visible church of errors in doctrine and practice which grew
and grew until the light of truth was almost, though never, doubtless,
entirely extinguished. What is ecclesiastical history but a long
story of conflict between truth and error, the Word of God and the
traditions of men, until, in our own country, immediately before
the rising of the "morning star of the reformation," Wycliffe, the
written Word of God, and, consequently, the gospel of the grace of
God, seemed well-nigh banished!
Yet, all through the centuries, in one part of the world or another,
God had His witnesses-Protestants--witnessing for truth, and
contending against error, members of the one blood-bought church
of Christ. We may wonder why God should permit error to be often
in the ascendant, and superstition and darkness to reign in the world,
and the question does not permit of a solution until we have recourse
to His Word written, and submit to its teaching. There we find (1)
that the present dispensation is one of grace. Fallen mankind is
guilty of the blood of the Son of God who was manifested in the flesh;
for Jew and Gentile joined hands in crucifying" the Lord of glory."
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Yet God in the riches of His grace, overruled all for the salvation of
men, for Christ was "delivered," we read, "by the determinate
counsel and foreknowledge of God." And he has sent the glad tidings
of full and free salvation to sinful ruined mankind.
Salvation
accomplished by the death of the Lord Jesus Christ upon the cross,
for all who believe. But mankind, for the most part, turns a deaf
ear to this message of grace. And all, without exception, would do
the same, for" the carnal mind is enmity against God," only that
God in His sovereignty determined in the everlasting covenant of
grace to save a people, chosen in Christ out of mankind, and redeemed
by His blood, which people is "called by His Spirit working in due
season," being "born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever."
And all events in the world, and in the visible church, are subservient
to the working out of this, His "eternal purpose, which He purposed
in Christ Jesus."
(2) We learn from the Holy Scriptures of the existence of a being
full of enmity to God and His church, "the spirit that now worketh
in the children of disobedience," who brought about by the hands of
wicked men the crucifixion of Cbrist personal, and who aims at the
destruction of the mystical Christ, the one true church of God. Hence
the apostolic warning: "Be sober, be vigilant; because your
adversary the devil, as a roaring lion walketh about seeking whom
he may devour." And so, in one aspect, the history of the true church
has been the history of its persecution, at one time fiery, and at
another subacute. This, God, in His infinite wisdom, permits, for
the working out of His own great and gracious purposes, the real
good of His own people, and the manifestatioh of His own glorious
attributes.
(3) In the light of God's Word, and from the analogy of His dealings
with His ancient people, Israel, we may gather that He often permits
the enemies of His church to gain the upper hand for a time, in order
to bring that church to depend upon Himself alone. He would have
us learn our own weakness in order that we may rely on His strength.
Whenever His people have been hard pressed by their enemies
then they have cried unto Him: "Then they cried unto the Lord in
their trouble, and He delivered them out of their distresses."
So, before the great Reformation period spiritual religion was at
a very low ebb indeed, but God was about, in His sovereign grace,
to revive His work, and to show the power of His Word as " the sword
of the Spirit." Wherefore the Holy Spirit wrought mightily in the
hearts of His chosen instruments. "Born from above," they became
conscious of sin and guilt, and their need of a better righteousness
than their own. Here are the words in which one of them, Luther,
refers to this time of soul-distress: "Let them threaten me with
death, with torture, and the stake-what is all this to me ~ It makes
no impression on me. It is the merest trifle to the agony I endured
in my religious life before I found a Saviour." Similarly Bishop

-------

The Gospel Magazme.

231

Hooper, the martyr, referring in a letter to Bullinger to his study of
the works of Zwinglius, especially a commentary upon the Pauline
Epistles, says: "These I was unwilling to neglect, especially as I
perceived that they seriously affected the salvation of my soul, and my
everlasting welfare." Bilney, too, (to give one more illustration)
quickened by the Spirit, and conscious of his sinnership in the sight
of God, looking casually (as we say) into a copy of Erasmus's New
Testament, lighted on the text: "This is a faithful saying," etc.
" Chief!" "The chief of sinners," said he to himself, musing over
what he had read, "Paul the chief of sinners! and yet Christ came
to save him! then why not me?" "He had found," says Fox,
" a better teacher (than the church) the Holy Spirit of Christ."
Thus the men of His choice came to the Word of God, not to
criticize; not to build up their own or any human opinions; but to
find out if there were a way by which they might be cleared from the
guilt of sin, and obtain acceptance with God. And, enlightened by
the Holy Ghost through that Word, they attained a clear apprehension
of the fundamental doctrine of "justification by faith only," which
is so accurately defined in the eleventh article of our church-" Of
the justification of man," viz., "We are accounted righteous before
God, only for the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, by
faith, and not for our own works or deservings."
Then, having experimenta-Hy learned the Gospel for themselves,
in accord with the uniform spirit of real Christianity, they desired to
make the good news known to others. Bilney, Rogers, Tyndale,
Coverdale, and others in the sixteenth century, laboured hard, and
under many difficulties, to give the people of England the Word of
God in their mother tongue, and God crowned their efforts with
success. "The Reformation of England," says D'Aubigne, "The
Reformation of England, perhaps to a greater extent than that of the
Continent, was effected by the Word of God."
The ground had been prepared for the good seed. Men could not
find peace of conscience from penanees, masses, and such like things,
which the "church" prescribed as remedies for their sin-sick souls,
but in the Word of God they found that precious balm, the gospel
of Christ, which is "the power of God unto salvation to everyone
that believeth." Here again I must emphasize the sovereign grace
of God as manifested at this time. It was His work, preparing the
ground for the sowing of the seed-His own Word-" to prosper in
the thing whereto He sent it," so that an abundant crop was harvested.
Nearly four centuries have rolled away since the time of the great
and glorious Reformation of the church of our beloved England, and
during those centuries there have been, on the one hand, times when
there was a danger of Popery again overspreading the land, and yet
again times of the reassertion of Protestant doctrines and principles;
and on the other hand, times of spiritual darkness and death, and then
again, times of Evangelical revival. And, within the memory of
most of us here, a movement has arisen in our church which has waxed
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stronger and stronger, until crucifixes and images have been introduced into many of the churches of the land, and the abominable
confessional, and the idolatrous sacrifice of the mass set up. The
doctrine of the real objective presence of Christ under the forms of
bread and winp,-a doctrine rather than believe which, and protesting
against which, our blessed Reformers laid down their lives-is, alas,
very commonly taught by the ordained ministers of a church which
.emphatically condemns it. A society has arisen but a little older
than our own, which seeks the re-union of our church with the corrupt
and apostate churches of Rome and the East. Only the other day the
president of the English Church Union, Lord Halifax, declared:
" We value the vestments, other reasons apart, because they are a
witness to the fact that the administration of the Lord's Supper."or
Holy Communion is neither more nor less than the Mass in English" !
To clerical members of this union, the late government, and most of
the bishops, have given the bulk of their preferment, showing what
a determined effort is being made, and what a wide conspiracy i(at
work to Romanize the National Church.
Do we despair? Nat if we remember God.
" The Lord of Hosts is with us, the God of J acob is our refuge."
Our enemies may consider that ours is a "lost cause," and we ourselves may sometimes be inclined to take a pessimistic view. But
in such a case both parties have forgotten God. "If God be for us,
who can be-who can prevail-against us?" He says: "I will work,
and who shall let it ? "
If our cause be not the cause of truth, then let it perish! But we
are firmly convinced, we know that it is the cause of God-His name,
His truth, His Word. Therefore, let us continue the struggle with
a good heart. Let us " earnestly contend for the faith once delivered
to the saints." But let us not forget one mighty weapon-prayerthat power" which moves the hal1d which moves the world." Have
we used it as fervently and as persistently as we ought? Have we in
all earnestness and sincerity prayed for our bishops and clergy, or
have not, alas, our church prayers been too often merely formal-mere
lip service? Have we sought, as we should, that God's power should
be manifested in our cause, and have we relied sufficiently upon the
strength of His arm ?
Let us take heed to this matter. The greatest opponents of the
gospel may, like Saul of Tarsus, if it please God, be brought in His
sovereignty and grace" to preach the faith which once they destroyed."
And if we be led to entreat that God would "with great might
succour us," Parliament may be constrained to purge our church,
and the hearts of statesmen may be inclined to promote to high and
influential offices in the church men truly converted to God, who will
uphold the purity of the Gospel of Christ.
A:ud. e,ve,l.l. \1. it b~ l.\.Qt ~Q, '0.\\<1. t~\.\\~~ ~'>.~\" \'1~'>.~~ '2>,\\~ ''1~'>.~~, '2>,\\~ t\\~
church of Christ has yet once again to pass through a period of
persecution, more or less severe; not by nature's feeble strength,
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but by the grace of God, as Bible Protestants, His people will still
bear witness to the truth even unto death.
And more than this; even if, as many of God's people think, we
have drawn near to the closing days of this age, God's witnesses will
still in their several spheres, even though they may be few, and weak,
and despised, testify for Him, through His mighty grace-" Strong
in the Lord, and in the power of His might," and they have the blessed
consolation that the darkness of the night will be succeeded by the
glorious morn, when God's purpose in this dispensation of grace being
accomplished, and every member of His church ingathered, the great
Head of the church shall appear.
Ours is not a forlorn hope! Christ has said of His own: "I give
unto them eternal life, and they shall never perish." And of them, also
-His sheep-He likewise declared: "Them also I must bring and they
shall hear My voice, and there shall be one flock and one Shepherd."

AN OLD LETTER TO ONE OF ZION'S AGED PILGRIMS.
MY DEAR FRIEND,
I was truly glad to hear from you, but more glad to find that the
Lord Jesus and you are walking in such sweet communion together.
Communion with Him must be a sweet support to you, under the
many infirmities that your loving Lord is pleased to exercise you with.
In the course of your long pilgrimage you must have met with many
mortifications, many severe trials; and you must have seen a great
many changes in your own frame, in the visible Ohurch of Christ,
among the circle of your friends. But you never found any alteration
in the friendship of Jesus, nor ever will. His love to you is unchangeable; His blessed word, on which He has often caused you to hope,
is, like Himself, immutable. And I think it must frequently increase
your admiration of Him, when you take a view of the road you have
travelled, how you have been supported under such a trial, how you
have been brought through such a difficulty, how you have been helped
to bear such a burden, and what cheering cordials His holy hand
helped you to, when your spirits were overwhelmed. And now the
shadows of the evening are stretching upon you, you have many mercie3
to be thankful for, after many years of darkness ana bondage, from
the ministry you sat under. What a great evidence of the Lord's
love to you it is, to be led at last to pitch your tent where Jesus Christ,
in the transcendent glories and royalties of His Person, is set forthwhere the fulness and freeness of His salvation are so sweetly preached,
where the riches of His grace are so delightfully unfolded, where the
character and offices of Immanuel are so blessedly dilated on, and where
the sweet invitations, precious promises, and ordinances are properly
stated. You know now, in some degree, the value of your mercies;
but I hope, during this partial privation, the great Head of the Church
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will often refresh your soul. He visited Israel in Egypt, David in
the cave, Jeremiah in the dungeon; and, says that blessed saint,
" Thou drewest near in the day that I called upon Thee; Thou saidst,
Fear not." He knew that His beloved Daniel was cast into the den
of lions; He was with him, and delivered him. And when those
primitive preachers, Peter and Paul, were put in prison for preaching
Jesus, how the great High Priest of their profession pitied their
situation, heard prayer on their behalf, and sent a messenger of mercy
to deliver them. And He knows how you are situated at - - ; what
a dreary desert, what a famine of the Word prevails, what enemies
preachers and people are to sound doctrine, what a loathing there is
of the Bread of Life when it is sent them: how professors love dead
sinners, and hate living saints; how free-will preaching is prized,
and free-grace preaching abhorred, and how those who contend for
genuine truth are treated, looked upon as suspicious characters, and
reckoned nuisances to society. My good friend, be not discouraged
at these things; why should the bride expect to fare better than her
husband? Your Jesus is almighty, he will sustain you, all the malice
of men shall not prevent the sweet refreshing showers of His grace
descending upon your soul at the appointed time. You well know
that the Lord loves His people because He will love them; and all
the quickenings, renewings, visitations, refreshings and feastings by
the way, proceed from His will. He declares by the prophet Zechariah,
" Even to-day do I declare that I will render double unto you"; and
indeed the Lord does multiply mercies upon His people. They have
happiness heaped up. They have life and liberty, peace with God,
and peace in their conscience; not only saved by Christ, but unit-ed to
Him; not only all transgressions fully and freely forgiven, but they are
admitted into favour and friendship, made members of the royal family of
, heaven, admitted into the secrets of the Covenant, favoured with the
invaluable privilege of free fellowship with the Holy Trinity; justification
and glorification, grace here, and all the blessings comprised in it,
and endless glory hereafter, with all the immunities connected with
that blessed state. With such a rich and royal dowry, with such
a blessed boon, what have you to fear? Why so much and so often
dejected? Are you afraid that you shall outlive the providence and
grace of your covenant God? Do you think there is not sufficient
virtue in the blood of Jesus to take out all your sinful stains? Do
you think that that almighty arm that has sustained the saints for so
many hundred years, and in the most trying circumstances, and under
the most tremendous temptations, is not sufficient to uphold you?
Do you think the boundless mercy of Jehovah is exhausted? Do you
think His precious promises can fail? No, my friend, His mercy is
matchless, His grace is boundless, the blood of Jesus is as efficacious
now as ever, and His providence is all-sufficient to send you your daily
portion, the barrel of meal and the cruse of oil are still supplied by an
unseen but almighty hand. What says one of the poets of the old
school? :-
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" Oh, why cast down, ye princely ones,
Ye royal seed of God ?
Whate'er's your frame, Christ is the same,
There's honey in His rod.
" Why should you be discouraged,
Ye heirs of rich free grace ?
For goodly is your heritage,
And pleasant is your place.
" Are you afraid His heart is changed,
And you shall soon want bread ?
Christ's heart runs o'er with grace and love
As much as e'er it did."
May you be living in the full belief of these truths. I am sure they
are, as the truths of God, calculated to cheer your heart, to raise you
above yourself, and this, I perceive, is what you want. You may outlive
all your friends, as many poor pilgrims have done; and when they
turn you out, then Jesus, the best of friends, will take you up. You
will sustain no loss by the loss of all friends: we never see so much
of the power and providence of God as when the power of a human
arm is dried up, and it is frequently best with us when we think it
worst; and Jesus is always near, though we may think Him to be at a
distance. Well, you are near your journey's end, you will soon be
admitted into that blessed place where there is no night, but one eternal
day, an everlasting noon; no complaining of a setting sun, of interrupting clouds, or days of darkness; no .lamenting your leanness, your
unbelief, hardness of heart, rebellion of will, or barren Sabbath days;
no more perplexities from fickle friends, intricate providences, nor
from enemies, crafty, wise, and wicked. How much you have to cheer
you amid all your sorrows and pains; may you be enabled to look alone
to Him whom God the Father delights in, whom God the Holy Ghost
loves to realize to the souls of saints; whom the angels love and
worship, whom the ministers of the Gospel love to exalt and to exhibit
to the view of seeking souls, in His mercy, salvation, and pity, and
whom the Church, above and below, love to gaze at with gratitude
and wonder, and cheerfully to crown Lord of all.
Yours very affectionately,
1818.
J MolES.

'.

OF all extravagances, the most frantic foolishness is that which
causes a man to sacrifice his soul to the vain enjoyments of this present
evil world.
WE have nothing in Holy Writ which indicates Esau's having sought
repentance for himself; what he really sought was a change of purpose,
or, as it is termed, repentance in J ehovah, Who had said, " Esau have I
hated."
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THE LATE REV. JAMES TARGETT.
NOTES OF A FUNERAL SERMON PREACHED IN BURNETT CHURCH,
GLOUCESTERSHIRE, ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17TH, 1905,
By THE REV. WILLIAM LUSH.
" His hands are as gold rings set with the beryl." -SONG OF SOLOMON V. 14.
BELOVED HEARERS,-At the special request of the widow, I am
occupying this pulpit to-day, and fulfilling a painfully pleasing dutyvery painful to myself, in that I am losing the friendship of a dear
brother in the Lord, the uninterrupted friendship of over forty years;
painful, because I know the sorrow through which the family are
passing, at the loss of such a husband and such a father; and yet withal
a pleasing duty when I think how your much loved pastor has exchanged
the wilderness for the Paradise, and that, absent from the body, he
is present with the Lord; pleasing, moreover, when I reflect on the
fact that he was kept faithful to the end in the proclamation of that
Gospel which is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that
believeth; and how he endeared himself to some of you by the giving
Christ His rightful place in the salvation of the sinner, as the Alpha
and Omega, the First and Last, the All in All. Feeling then as we do
that our loss is his gain-that to him, to be wi.th Christ is far betterwe would not wish it to be otherwise than as God has ordained, but
we would pray to-day, that, if consistent with His blessed will, our
Covenant Jehovah would be graciously pleased to fulfil His promise,
in regard to him who shall be sent to mi...'1ister among you,-" I will
give you pastors after Mine own heart, who shall feed you with knowledge and understanding."
Little did I think when, a few short months since, I was spending
a day or two of real enjoyment with my dear friend, and spoke to
you from this place of the wheels of Providence being so closely connected with every movement of the living creatures (See Ezek. i.)
that, in his case, the wheel would be so soon broken at the cistern;little did I think, when he wrote and invited me to join him, in October,
at the Clifton Conference, to listen to what he called, "the cream of
subjects," that I should see him again no more in the flesh; but so
it has been; like a shock of corn, fully ripe, he has been gathered
into the garner, and we cannot but feel, "It is well." And now to
confirm us in these feelings, and looking up to the Great Head of the
Church for His blessing, let us meditate for a few moments on the
words I have read for our text--" His hands are as gold rings, set
with the beryl."
Whether we look at Creation, Providence, or Grace, we alike see
the Hand of God, "The heavens declare the glory of God, and the
firmament showeth His handy work." "His hand hath formed
the crooked serpent." So," the hand of the Lord was on Elijah,
and he girded up. his loins and ran before Ahab to the entrance of
Jezreel." So I read, "the hand of the Lord shall be upon thee, and
thou shalt be blind, not seeing the sun for a season" And is it not
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said, "the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number
believed, and turned unto the Lord" 1 (Acts xi. 21). Yes," He openeth
His hand and satisfieth the desire of every living thing," and all " the
works of His hands are faithfulness and judgment," that is,-are executed
according to His own purpose, plan, arrangement, in which there can be
no failure.
In my text the Church is speaking of the hands of her" Beloved."
And who is this but Jesus 1 And what was the great work in which
His hands were engaged when He took upon Him our nature 1 "Thou
shalt call His Name Jesus, for He shall save His people from their
sins." It was because "the children were partakers of flesh and
blood that He likewise took part of the same," and these children
are spoken of as given to Him in eternity; and, in the fulness of time,
He who was in the form of God; and thought it not robbery to be equal
with God, took the children's nature into union with Himself, and
became like unto them in all things, sin only excepted, that He might
work out for them and bring in an everlasting righteousness, and
that the sword of justice might awake against that Shepherd, who
was Jehovah's equal-His Fellow. And are not these things set
forth in our text 1 What do you understand by the rings 1 Do
we not see in them something that shadows forth that which had
neither beginning nor end 1- Do not imagine for a moment that the
salvation of the Church was something contemplated by Jehovah
after the fall of man. No, no; our security, our comfort, as children
of God is that the Head of the Church was" set up from everlasting,"
and that the Church was seen in Him, whose delights were with the
sons of men, before ever the habitable parts of the world were made.
Was not this exhibited to the prodigal when the command went forth" put a ring on his hand" 1 But the ring is a gold ring. You must
observe in reading your Bible what a place "gold" occupied in
the furniture of the Tabernacle. The altar of incense was overlaid
with pure gold, and all the vessels which stood within the Sanctuary
were of gold. Gold, as the most precious and purest of metals, is
typical of that which is divinely glorious. Hence it is said of the
Bride-" upon Thy right hand did stand the Queen in gold of Ophir" :
"His works of grace, how bright they shine,
How sweet His counsels, how Divine! "

But however much we may admire the everlasting security of that
people, thus saved in the Lord with an everlasting salvation, it is in
the opening of these hands, in the communication of these blessings
to the soul, that we find our chief good. "Thou openest Thy hand,
they are filled with good." Christ, the wisdom of God (1 Cor. i. 24)
has in His left hand" riches and honour," yea, durable riches and
righteousness; and when the sinner, made by the Holy Ghost to
feel his poverty in connection with the Adam fall, is put into possession
of the 1;illsearchable riches of Christ, and made to know his nakedness,
(Rev. ill. 17) is clothed with the robe of righteousness and covered
with the garment of salvation, then, as the recipient of that bountiful
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dealing, he understands the Word, "Thou openest Thy hand and
satisfiest the desire of every living thing." But length of days is in
His right hand-yes, believer, these blessings are enduring: "He
asked life of Thee, and Thou gavest it Him, even length of days for
ever and ever" (Ps. xi. 4).
Now a word as to the" setting" in the ring-" set with the beryl."
If you turn to the tenth chapter of the Book of the Prophet Daniel
you will find this servant of God favoured with much such a vision
of the Lord Jesus Christ as John saw in Patmos, and in the description
given of this glorious Person you read the words, "His body was
like the beryl." Now when the apostle is writing to the Corinthian
believers, he says to them, "Ye are the body of Christ," and when I
read of the Bride, the Lamb's wife, that "her light was like unto a
stone most precious," and when I find the Philippians spoken of as
" shining as lights in the world," it does seem to me a very sweet
thought to look upon that mighty multitude, gathered out of all
countries, and kindreds, and peoples, and tongues, as "made perfect
in one "-shining in that light which no mortal eye can approach
unto, even, "as the brightness of the firmament and as the stars for
ever and for ever."
But whilst this leads us to the unity of the redeemed in glory, we
must not forget that believers are His "jewels" on earth. The
children of Israel of old were brought under the eye of God by the
, High Priest, as he wore on his breastplate the names of the tribes
engraven on precious stones, and it is not without meaning that we
read Exodus xxviii. 20, "they shall be set in gold in their inclosings."
Such a jewel was our beloved brother. Why? Because the precious·
ness Qf Jesus attached to him as it does to all His people. There is
not one of such but feels, as he looks to the rock whence he was hewn,
and to the hole of the pit whence he was dug, How can such a wortWess
wretch as I be called a jewel? Only because Christ has given me
His beauty (See Psalm xc. 17). Think of it, poor sinner, and be.
humbled in the dust-Christ first gives thee His beauty, and then
wears thee as His ornament! Look at the love that raised thee,
believer, from lowest depths of woe to such a height of excellency,
and falling low at His feet, exclaim, Why me, Lord? Why me ?
" Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but to Thy Name give praise, for
Thy loving mercy and for Thy truth's sake." Follow your dear
pastor as he followed Christ, delighting to sing, as he journeyed through
the wilderness.. Oh, to Grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrained to be ! "

May your hearts and mine, beloved people, cast down and dejected
though they be to·day, be tuned, as was that of my dear brother,
to adore the sovereignty of God the Father, in His electing love, in the
grace of Christ, in His redeeming blood, and in the power of that Spirit
Who alone can" Convince us of our sin,
Then lead to Jesu's blood."

-
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Qtotnfjponbence.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

THE LATE MRS. M. L. SYKES.
DEAR MR. ORMISTON,-A few days ago I received with mingled
feelings of grief and joy a memorial card of the home-call of the dear
aged pilgrim, Mrs. M. L. Sykes, of Brighton. She was a fervent
lover of our Gospel Magazine, and occasionally a contributor to its
pages, so that I know you will like to place her honoured name
amongst the list of the loved and glorified family circle. I only had the
privilege of visiting her once, in December last year, but that one
choice interview will never be forgotten. Her heavenly face and
her co~versation, which was also in heaven, are amongst my happiest
memOrIes.
She was, I believe, a native of Cheltenham, and was in prosperous,
comfortable circumstances during her husband's lifetime. Afterwards, through trying reverses she was reduced to great poverty,
but the Lord was her helper, and many dear friends at St. Luke's
Church, Prestonville, Brighton, where she worshipped, felt it a
privilege to minister to her comfort so that her very povert.y became a
link of love between her and the Lord's people. Her gratitude was
most sweet and touching; she had been closely associated during her
lovely life with many dear men of God-the late Rev. Mr. Baines,
of Torquay, the late Rev. T. Davis, of Harbourne, the late Dr. Walker,
of Cheltenham, and many others. She had much to relate concerinng
them. I could wish that some of your readers who knew her history
and herself intimately would give more particulars of her remarkable
life than I am able to supply. I was looking forward to seeing her
again in the spring, and gleaning much from her, but now the meeting
will be "where everlasting spring abides."
The first time she wrote to me in her dear trembling hand (she was
sadly afflicted with rheumatism), she enclosed a copy of some lines
she had written on the state of the Church of England. Many years
ago they appeared I believe in the Gospel Magazine at that time.
She was a warm lover of the dear old church, and deeply deplored
the sad falling away in doctrine and practice which has of late years
characterized it.
A lady, a fellow-worshipper at St. Luke's, took me to see her
last December. She was in a cosy, bright little room having her tea,
and looked the very picture of happiness. Her apartment had many
photographs of eminent men hung around-sweet reminders of her
past days-and shall I not say also, sweetly suggestive of the glad
meeting again in store ~ She seemed to live in the very atmosphere
of constant expectation, and ecstasy of her Home-going. She told
me she could not share the wish so many have, to be here when the
Lord comes again. She would rather, if the choice were given her,
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die and be laid in the grave which Jesus had perfumed with His sojourn
in it,· and come with Him when He shall come to earth again
than be here. And He fulfilled her desire. She had only been
suffering a few days from what her friends around thought to be only
a cold. The dear friend who took me to see her in December saw her
the day before she passed away, and thought she would be as usual
in a few days. Her dear niece, Mrs. Gurner, of Cheltenham, wrote to
me as follows: "I am very sorry to write sad news. Dear Mrs. Sykes
(my aunt) passed away suddenly on the 7th. inst. She had bronchitis
and remained in her bedroom from the previous Saturday. On the
following Wednesday two friends had seen her, but neither thought
her end so near. Abour five o'clock she had tea and wished to be left
to have a 'nap.' In less than an hour her landlady went to her and
found she had passed away to her home on high."
Such was her peaceful end here. She was laid in the spot where she
had expressed a wish to be placed, and so her mortal remains are now
in the prepared grave, and she is sharing, as she desired, oneness with
her dear Lord in burial, whilst her happy spirit is basking in the
sunshine of His presence. The memorial card, after stating her name
and age, 82 years-born August 6th, 1823, died February 7th, 1906and the place of interment, Brighton and Purton Cemetery, has the
following ;"Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with
loving-kindness have I drawn thee" (Jer. xxxi. 3).
" Them in their perfect life unseen,
No gnlfs of space from us divide;
'Tis but the Lord who walks between,
And they, His other side."
Her loving farewell to me was particularly tender: ., Good-bye,
my dear sister. We are sisters in the one family, and if we never
meet again here we shall most certainly meet there in His presence
with Him for ever. I feel as if I had known you all my life-such
knitting together of spirit. God bless you my dear sister." That
tender farewell and those shining eyes seem now like glory-gleam
from the celestial city giving a faint sweet glimpse of " what it must
be to be there."
Amongst her last remark3 to me were: "Tell Mr. Ormiston I think
of him and pray for him every day," and none but God knows the
intercessions that have risen from that dear soul-prayers which have
" availed much."
When I sent the memoir of my dear father to her she remarked
in her letter: "The memoir of your beloved father is to me especially
interesting, . containing as it does many names of the dear people
gone on, and whom I expect soon to join. Dr. Doudney's, Mr. Cowell's
Parks', etc., and also your dear father's experiences are past the
, footsteps of the flock,' places I know so well even to the vision."
She enclosed some lines written by herself :-

........~

~-----,

_------------

..

The Gospel Magazine.

241

"THE HIGHER LIFE."
" When Jesus talks to me,
Soothes me in trying hour;
When He whispers 'Fear not'
With 'Almighty power,
Then I a high position gain
When I the Spirit's aid obtain;
And in this world of toil and strife,
Live with my Lord the higher life.
" 'Vhen I some trouble dread,
Expressed but by a sigh,
His answer meets the thought, I hear thy voiceless cry.
To Me thy burden now resign,
For every cause of thine is Mine.'
Sweet communion in the strife
Of earth: I live the higher life.
I' When sin distresses HIe,
When weary with the flesh,
The Spirit testifies
Of Jesus' righteousness.
When I my God as Father claim,
As I the Spirit's aid obtain;
"Amidst the toil of earthly strife,
I live the inn61' higher life.
" 'When sick of selfish self,
He brings a healing balm;
Tossed on an angry wave,
He speaks a precious calm.
In danger to my help He'll speed,
He-He supplieth all my need:
And daily 'midst this earthly strife
In Him I live the higher life.
" And Jesus dwells in me,
Is my Hope of Glory;
Reveals His secret loye,
The Ohurch's dearest story.
Through Him my membership I gain,
By Him eternal bliss obtain;
And thus through every care and strife,
I live with Him the higher life."

Bright and cheery and Christ-exalting as she was in lip and life,
yet she trod" the rugged way." Zionward, but though through much
tribulation it was" the right way." She ever seemed to see the silver
lining and the brightness in the clouds. She realized the stability
of the promises of the covenant-keeping Jehovah, and was a living
witness to the power of the Gospel.
One more gone home. One by one we shall follow her into the
glory, and Vfalk "His other side."
With warmest Christian regards, believe me, dear Mr. Ormiston,
Very sincerely yours in Him,
13, Chesterfield Road,
ANNIE POOL.
March 12th, 1906.
r6
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'fHE UNSEARCHABLE RICHES OF CHRIST.

A SEVENTEENTH CEN'rURY SERMON BY THE REV. ROBERT TRAILL,
A SCOTTISH WITNESS.
" Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given,
that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ."
- EPHES. iii. 8.

IN these words, the blessed apostle repeateth the same thing he spoke
in the preceding verse, of his call, and being constituted a minister of
the mys~el'ies of the. Gospel, and that of free grace; with the addition
of a v~y humble designation he giveth to himself,-" less than the
least ?f all saints"; and a very high and deep expression of the great
subject of his preaching,-the unsearchable riches of Christ. This
last word of the text only we intend to insist on, as being most pertinent
for us. And before we come to observe anything, we would first a
little clear the words. And,
1. By" riches of Christ," ye are not to understand that riches which
consists in outward and worldly valuable things, though indeed Christ
be the most sovereign owner of all the gold of the earth; but we are
mainly to understand that treasure and storehouse which is in Him,
of all divine perfections of grace and glory, of which more another
tim:). It is a phrase that denotes the plenty of riches, their excellency,
and their suitableness to answer all necessities.
2. They are said to be "unsearchable,"-not that it is unlawful to
search into them, in as far as they are revealed; or that by such
searching, by the Lord's grace and Spirit, a man may not attain unto
some sight and knowledge of them. Nay, this apostle doth in this
chapter, verse 4, and in 2 Corinthians xi. 6, avow his knowledge in
the mystery of Christ; but only, that they are so many and great
that no finite understanding can search them out unto perfection;
as it is said of God (Job xi. 7, 8). And here, by the way, we have an
argument for the divinity of Jesus Christ. If there be unsearchable
riches of Christ, He must be something more than a creature.
The riches of Christ are unsearchable; or His excellency, and the
treasures of it in Jesus Christ, are unsearchable. For the opening and
clearing of this precious truth, and making way for the manifold
usefulness of it, we would take notice of these two things: (1) What
the riches and excellencies of Christ are. (2) How they are unsearchable: what sort oJ searching into them is commanded, and what
forbidden.
As to the first-the riches and excellencies of Christ. This is one of
the vastest subjects of all the truths of God, or rather, it containeth
the whole truths of the Gbspel; yea, all that is revealed in the Word,
of God and man, may be reduced to this. It is the main subject of
the Gospel; the main of preaching is here; the main of a. Christian's
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meditation in this life is here. Yea, it is very likely that the main
exercise of the glorified above is about this. It is, then, doubtless,
an excellent theme to discourse upon, and there is much need of holy
hearts and affections in speaking and hearing of it.
We are, then, no further to speak or think of it than is revealed;
and indeed there is more revealed than saint or angel can duly speak
or think of. And yet all that is revealed, is far from declaring plentifully the matter as it is.
Consider, then, in the first place, the excellency and riches of His
Person. God the Son, equal in all divine perfections with the Father
(Heb. i. 3); the brightness of His glory, and the express character
or image of His person. To discourse upon His excellency on this·
account, were to undertake to speak of all the glorious perfections and
attributes of God which are revealed in the word, which is a vast subject
and dreadful. But because He is man also, we are to consider that
nature in Him. That holy sinless flesh which He took upon Him
wants not its own excellencies. But especially the soul of Jesus Christ,
that singular and rare creature (for it was made, and doubtless with
as transcendent· excellencies as a creature was capable of). Oh, what
treasures of holiness and purity, of grace and glory, were there, and are
there in it! And His riches on this account is evidently useful, since
it was requisite that the Mediator should be God-man.
But to come a little lower, in the second place consider, that from
this personal union of His human nature with His divine Person,
and His undertaking of the work of redemption in that manner, there
was a pouring out of the Spirit without measure upon Him, so that He
became the fountain of all fulness of grace and glory. The fulness
of the Godhead dwelt in Him from all eternity, personally, in some
sense: and that is in His person; but now, upon this undertaking, it
dwelt in Him bodily (Col. ii. ix. and i. 19). This pleased the Father,
that in Him shall all fulness dwell. A Mediator so qualified we stood
in need of, as will be seen in the particulars of the management of
this text.
Thirdly, consider His riches and excellency in the discharge of the
office of Mediator, being thus so sufficiently qualified for it. And this
taketh in all that He did and suffered; all He did before He came
in the fulness of time, and all that He now doth, and shall do to the
last day. But only to touch a few particulars, consider,
1. The freedom of His mercy in taking upon Him this office of
Mediator. Nothing constrained Him: He was absolutely free. If
His own love in a manner constrained Him, the more lovely and
excellent is He. What happiness wanted He? What can be added
to Him? If all men had perished, He had lost nothing. But indeed,
when He hath taken on Him the work of saving His own, none of
them can perish. Had He such a desire to have a company of sinful
men and women to be with Him for ever? Who can sufficiently
admire it ? Our misery calls for this riches of grace and mercy_
2. Consider His excellency of love, not only in taking it on, but
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when such and such things were called for by the justice of God, from
the Surety. This is more wonderful. If the redemption of all the
elect had cost Him but one petition or word to justice, it had been
matchless love to have bestowed it. But when it was required that
He should be a man, and such a man-and lead such a life, and die
such a death-to be accused by the law, deserted of His Father and
of all creatures, and to have Satan and the world let loose upon Himoh, what love is here, and how great riches and excellency!
3. And as He refused not to undertake the employment, because
of foreseen dangers and difficulties, so when He undertook it He did
not faint nor was discouraged because of them. He was born of a
mean woman; He was persecuted from His cradle to His grave. All
temptations, all trials from God, and men, and devils, were in His cup.
And after several years' living thus a man of sorrows (it was His name,
sorrowful), and acquainted with the saddest griefs (these were His
most constant companions), near His death, the entire cup of wrath,
and the dregs of it, for the numberless sins of all the elect, was presented
unto Him; and after some holy submissive strugglings of sinless
human nature at the receiving of such a deluge of wrath, it was drunk
up, and the full price paid upon the cross for these souls for whom
from all eternity He had bargained with the Father. What riches and
excellency of love are there in this! (Rev. i. 5, 6). He not only drank
up the wrath which our sins deserved (which was indeed the cause of
His death), but because there"was a remaining spottedness in our souls,
He took His own blood, and washed us in it. He not only drank that
which was as p()ison to kill Him, even the wrath due to our sins, but
He took His heart's blood to wash away the stains that those sins had
made in our souls. Our sinfulness and pollution call for His richness
of mercy.
4. As His love and courage were admirable in going through these
things, so His humility, meekness, and compassion come next to be
considered. He was not only by line of the blood-royal, as the son of
David according to the flesh, but especially, as God-man, He was the
heir of all things. Yet His first cradle is a manger, and His entertainment in the world very coarse. When He came out to His public
ministry, how poor and contemptible was His outward appearance
to the world! He declares Himself that He was below the very foxes
and birds, as to the constancy and settledness of His shelter. He came
to save the world, and yet every man almost was against Him, except
a few despised ones. But He was not discouraged, though grieved
with their ingratitude. He ate with sinners, and He laid His holy
hand upon the leper's skin. He did not cry, nor lift up nor cause His
voice to be heard in the street. Our stubbornness and rebellious
carriage called forth this condescension.
5. God's riches of wisdom do eminently appear in the matter of
redemption. The manifold wisdom of God doth appear here. It is
one of the most glorious and deep contrivances; it is the chief of the
ways of God we may well say. Justice is fully satisfied, mercy
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notwithstanding eminently shines. Sinners are saved, and pardoned
freely. The wisdom of it stands in His choosing so fit means for
attaining the end; the only fit ones; and in ordering these means
wisely, for reaching that end. His end is to reconcile God and man,
and to bring man into the favour and friendship of God. God's
justice stands in the way of bestowing favour upon man; man's
sinfulness separates betwixt God and him. Justice must be satisfied;
and both man's guilt and debt, and the power of sin must be removed,
ere the Lord accept of him. Blessed Jesus hath first justice to satisfy,
which He doth, by laying down His own blood; a most sufficient price.
This, as a price, reconciles God to us, and in its efficacy washes the souls
of His people; and when applied by faith, renews them, and works
in them love to God. And more particularly His wisdom appears,
in applying Himself unto us, and taking on Him these offices and employments, in the discharge whereof, He fully maketh up all we stand in
need of. Because we are enemies to God in our hearts, He subdues
us as a king, and bringeth us into subjection, and removeth our natural
. rebellion. Because we are guilty of sin, He maketh atonement for
us to justice, by the sacrifice of Himself; and that this sacrifice may
have still its efficacy in our renewed transgressions, He still maketh
intercession for us. Because we are ignorant of God and His will,
He revealeth these things unto us by His word and Spirit, that we
may savingly know these things which belong to our peace and salvation.
We have many enemies in our way to heaven: He subdueth these,
taketh away their deadly sting, and defendeth from any mortal harm
from their assaults. He giveth laws unto us as a king, how to carry
ourselves in our duty; He giveth as a prophet, discerning, to know
and understand them; enableth us to give obedience; and when that
fails, He obtaineth pardon for failings. What a manifold wisdom
doth appear in all this, and what riches of wisdom!
6. The riches of His righteousness do appear in the matter of
redemption. "I counsel thee," He says, "to buy of me gold tried
in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou
mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear;
and anoint thine eyes with eye-salve, that thou mayest see" (Rev.
iii. 18). This righteousness is what Christ hath not only as a holy
man or God, but that which He attained in our name by His perfect
obedience and satisfaction, which is imputed unto us.
7. Consider the riches of His power and might. He is the arm of
the Lord-He on whom our help and strength are laid. (1) His
overcoming and removing, as it were, justice out of the way of His
people's happiness, proves this. (2) His subduing all of them, for
all were once rebels and enemies to Himself. (3) In preserving His
own interest in the hearts of His people, and in His Church, against so
much opposition from so many enemies; which speaketh much
riches of strength and power. (4) In making His enemies tremble
before Him, by His presence in His Church and ordinances; making
them to fear, as hefore an army with banners.
,.,
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8. Consider the riches of His glory and majesty shining in all this
great work. Not only as God, equal with the Father, is His glory
infinite; but even in the discharge of His mediatory work, His glory
was and is conspicuous. "We beheld his glory, the glory as of the
only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth" (John i. 14),
and" He manifested forth his glory" (John ii. 11). All His miracles
were glorious things, though blinded sinners could not behold Him.
His suffering was a most glorious business as ever was accomplished,
albeit the outside of it, and what was discernible by carnal eyes,
seemed to be quite contrary.
So also there is great glory in the
sufferings of His people ever since; and all the glory is His, for it is
for His cause and by the assistance of his Spirit they sufl;er. (1) It
is for the glory of His person. (2) Of His works of preaching and
miracles. (3) Of His sufferings and death. (4) Of His resurrection.
(5) Of His ascension. (6) Of His guiding His Church till the end.
(7) Of His last coming to judgment.
Now, a word, how it is they are unsearchable, and how far lawfully
we may and ought to search. They are unsearchable, because infinite
and incomprehensible by our shallow understandings. Angels do pry into
them, and with a holy kind of curiosity desire to know more and more
of the mysteries of the Gospel; but even their understandings, though
far above ours, cannot comprehend them fully. We may search into
them upon these conditions: (1) That we go not beyond what is
revealed in the word. Our natural curiosity is here carefully to be
bounded and limited" to the law and to the testimony: if they speak
not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them"
(Isa. viii. 20); (2) That we in searching from the word, labour to have
the Spirit to open these things unto us, and to sanctify our hearts to
receive them suitably. An irreverent fearless searching into these
things even from the word, may ruin us as much as going beyond the
word: for as we cannot be preserved from error in judgment, if we be
not guided by the light of the word; so, there are heart-errors we
cannot escape, if we have not the Spirit with the word; (3) Our end in
searching must be sincere; not to satisfy our understandings, by
attaining to some apprehensions of these noble things, but to have
the graces of the Spirit in our souls revived, and in life, love,
reverence.
For the uses of these truths, they are more than can be numbered
easily.
USE 1. I would recommend this duty to you, to be much in the
meditation of the riches and excellency of Jesus Christ. It may be,
some may think the time better spent in studying to know some profound notions and truths concerning other points of religion. This I
am sure of, that the solid life of religion, and power of godliness, consist
in these points that many giddy people may think common and easily
known; and that it is a sad token of a decayed backslidden soul, when
such things are become unsavoury, and when they itch after other
things more remote from heart-exercise in godliness. But to those
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who savour the things of God, I would recommend this study unto
them, and that from these advantages:
1. By this means you shall attain unto more conformity unto Jesus
Christ in His glorious holiness. And is not this very desirable ~ Conversing with him by faith and love would make it remarkable to
enemies that you have been with Jesus (Act iv. 13). Beholding His
glory worketh a glorious change into the same image in the beholder:
" We all with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord,
are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the
Spirit of the Lord" (2 Cor. iii. 18).
2. By this you shall attain unto fellowship with Him (1 John i.
1, 2, 3). And this is the very life of a believer, the health of His
countenance.
3. You shall hereby attain unto a quickening and reviving of all the
graces of His Spirit in you. All graces act in Him and His fulness, and
there is not a more native way of getting these brought out into actings,
than by serious meditation on this blessed object.
4. And lastly, and consequentially from the former. you shall attain
unto such sweet manifestations of these riches in Him which no tongue
can express-which are best known by feeling. You will see His
loveliness, and find manifestations of His love to you in particular.
You shall know what that joy unspeakable and glorious (1 Pet. i. 8),
that fulness of joy is (1 John i. 4); yea, to be filled with all the fulness
of God (Ephes. iii. 19).
USE 2. It is this blessed One, and His riches and excellency, which
we would recommend unto all that are yet strangers unto Him. Riches
are a great attractive: where are there any comparable to those in Him ~
If your hearts be eapable of affection to a lovely object, here is the
fairest of the sons of men. If you desire happiness, come here and get
it. Are you afraid of wrath and hell 1-come here to the shelter and
high tower.
USE 3. We would recommend them unto the Lord's own.
Here is
strong consolation, and good hope through grace. In these cases, doth
the sense of sin in its guilt exercise you 1-see here riches of merit in
him to satisfy justice on your account: act faith on Him, and you are
secure from all hazard. Is the strength of temptations your exercise,
and the power of a body of death 1-here are riches of healing and
sanctifying grace. Do you doubt of your interest in God, and of your
title to heaven 1 I answer from this, " Have you an interest in these
riches or not 1" If you think you have not, then labour to have an
interest in them, and you have it, if you ask it seriously. If you dare
not deny a claim to Christ, and yet doubt of your salvation, you sin
greatly; for He will lose none of His own, and hath confirmed it by His
word and oath. Are you exercised with the case of the Lord's public
work, and of the interests of His glory and kingdom in the world 1 It
is a noble exercise; oh, if it were more common and ordinary! Yet,
fear not ; He will deal prudently; He shall be exalted and entitled, and
made very high. He cannot faint nor be discouraged: He will accom-
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plish his purposes, gather in his elect, and perform all His promises to
His people, and His threatenings against all His enemies. The greatest
part of His work is already done: justice is satisfied, the price is paid
and accepted, and the captives shall go free. It is long since He said,
" He comes quickly," and He will perform it in due time; and then
shall we see more of the excellency and riches of Christ than we either
could believe, or hear, or think of; the wicked to their eternal sorrow,
and the godly to their everlasting joy.
USE 4. What a sad matter is it that such an excellent one hath so
little of our love and affection! All loveliness is in Him, and all our
love is called for; and where it is elsewhere bestowed, it is but sinfully
wasted upon vanity. As in all things He hath the pre-eminence in point
of perfection in Himself, so ought He above all things to have the preeminence in the affections of our souls. There are three attractives of
love among men-excellency and worth, near relationship, and obligations and favours; all of which are eminently in Him.
USE 5. Of instruction. Are there unsearchable riches m Him, and
in some sort unsearchable emptiness and poverty in us ?-here is a
blessed match and meeting. Think not to live upon your own store
and stock, but upon His. When you want anything, come hither for
supply, for here only it is to be had. Fear not that this treasure can
be exhausted. It is a great sin to desire to live upon our own sufficiency. The poor in spirit are pronounced blessed, but only such as
seek the unsearchable riches of Christ.

You see, brethren, your heavenly calling is unto Christ. to consider
Him, to live upon Him, and to grow up unto Him. Hence it is, to
turn from all sin and self-righteousness-to get out of nature and selfto quit all confidence in what you are in yourself, II'hat you ever have
done, or can do, towards justifying and saving yourself-to grow out of
conceit with your own self, and to rejoice, yea, always to rejoice in
Christ Jesus, " and to have no confidence in the flesh." Now, this is
a hard lesson to flesh and blood: yea, it is utterly impossible that
flesh and blood should ever learn it, or submit to it. Our nature is
directly opposite to, and at enmity against, the work and way of our
holy calling, which is to debase us to the lowest, and to exalt Christ
to the highest. But our nature is not only corrupt by sin, but is also
abominable in pride. Hence we are naturally fond of entertaining
a good conceit of ourselves. We like to trust in ourselves that we are
righteous, and to live upon some inherent stock of grace which we
fancy we have in ourselves. Oh, beware of this leaven of the Pharisees.!
Constantly remember your heavenly calling is, that your soul should
ever make its boast of the Lord, always glory in Him and of Him,
that so you may more and more glorify Him in your heart, with your
tongue, and by your life.-W. l1Iason.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY.
A HANDSOME Centenary Medal, in white metal, with necessary
attachments, has been prepared and will be presented to any Sunday
scholar collecting ten shillings or upwards for the Million Shilling
Fund. Special Sunday-school collecting cards have been issued,
and can be had on application to the office. On one side of the medal
is an open Bible, descriptive of the basis of the Society-Scriptural,
distinctive, protestant truth.
The Quarterly RfXord for April is ready. It is proposed, in the July
issue, to give a portrait of Dr. Hawker, and illustrations of the exterior
and interior of the Charles Church. This will be especially interesting
to the readers of the Gospel Magazine, and will be a small memorial
of the author of the immortal "Portions," who, until his death,
warmly supported the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society.
The Committee have the pleasure of announcing that the Rev.
J. Ormiston, the esteemed editor of the Gospel Magazine, has kindly
promised to preach for the Society, on Thursday evening, May 17th,
at seven o'clock, in St. Stephen's Church, Coleman Street, City, and
on Friday afternoon, July 6th, at the Hornsey Rise Asylum Anniversary. Early mention is thus made in order that our friends may keep
these dates clear. The annual meeting will be held at the Mansion
House on Monday afternoon, Mav 7th, at five o'clock.
The lady visitOrs of the Horn;ey Rise Asylum invite contributions
of useful articles for their annual Sale of Work in July. Visitors to
the Home are heartily welcomed on any week day, and to the services
on Lord's-day afternoon, and on Tuesday and Saturday evenings.
The financial year which has just closed has been one of much
anxiety and pressure,but the Committee are thankful to their covenant-keeping God that He has enabled them to receive every qualified
candidate and that once more they can ascribe an praise to JehovahJil'eh.
S. H., a pensioner, aged 73, living in Kent, wrote last September:
,. I shall be very glad of the pension, which helps me to keep my home.
Fifty-eight years this cottage has been my abode. Looking back
I can say, surely goodness and mercy have followed me all my days;
I have had much trouble, but the Lord has helped and comforted
me. I have a dear little grandson who has but a few days to live;
last night he said to his father' Dada, the Good Shepherd is calling me,
T must go.''' Three months after this, S. H. herself received the Shepherd's call. Her daughter writes: "Never shall I forget how pleased
dear mother was when she first got the pension, for not one of her
married children could help her, and I was never strong, therefore
could not earn much; but, thank God, was able to do a little. Mother
could not bear the thought of living quite depending, and worked up
to the day she was taken ill, doing odd jobs of needlework, such aB
mending. She loved to visit the sick, and the whole village miss her."

The Gospel Magazine.

250

PRECIOUS PROMISES.

By

THE LATE" GOSPEL COTTAGE LECTURER."

" All the promises of God in Him are yea, and in
glory of God by uS."-2 COR. i. 20.

I~hm

Amen, to thc

THE Spirit-taught Bunyan gives us a most striking hint on believing,
in one of those memorable conversations which he was led to put into
the mouths of his pilgrims, as they communed together by the way.
Hopeful, in relating the history of the Lord's dealings with him, thus
expresses himself: "One day I was very sad, I think sadder than
at anyone time in my life, and this sadness was through a fresh sight
of the greatness and vileness of my sins. And as I was looking for
nothing but hell and the everlasting damnation of my soul, suddenly,
as I thought, I saw the Lord Jesus looking down from heaven upon
me, and saying, 'Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be
saved.' But I replied, , Lord, I am a great, a very great sinner.' And
He answered, 'My grace is sufficient for thee.' Then I said, 'But,
Lord, what is believing ~' And then I saw from thi" saying, 'He
that cometh to Me shall never hunger, and he that believeth on Me shall
never thirst,' that believing and coming was all one; and that He
that came, that is, that ran out in his heart and affections after salvation
by Christ, he indeed believed in Christ. Then the water stood in my
eye." What an empty thing is profession without life! A man
may become the admiration of the religious world for his virtue,
benevolence, and devotion to the cause of the religious party to which
he may be attached; or he may be a vigorous defender of the truths
of God, a devotee to doctrine, in the cause of which he would freely
"give his body to be burned"; yet what an empty thing is the
profession of such an one if he knows nothing of the" simplicity that
is in Christ, contained in this epitome of gospel blessedness, transcribed
from the heart and experience of John Bunyan. If the world is full
of Satan's counterfeits, many of them so well designed and so beautifully
executed, as "if possible to deceive the very elect," how necessary
that we should have a test always at hand, by which to try the genuineness of profession, either in ourselves or in others. What, then, is
this test ~ Let dear Bunyan speak again :" How Talkative at first lifts up his plumes!
How bravely doth he speak! how he presumes
To talk down all before him! But so soon
As Faithful talks of heart-work, like the moon
That's past the full, into the wane he goes;
And so will all but he that heart-work knows."

The pulse is the test of life. A ramble among the rigid marbles
of modern artistic Christianity may excite a momentary gleam of
admiration at the beauty and the truthfulness of many of her models;
but, alas! the chilliness of death is the only reply we can obtain when
searching for a pulse. But where shall we find the pulse ~ Still just
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where Isaiah found it in his day: "For thus saith the high and lofty
One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy, I dwell in the high
and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit.
to revive the spirit of the humble and to revive the heart of the contrite
ones" (Isa. lvii. 15): and exactly where Bunyan found it in his day,
in a poor self-condemned, broken-hearted penitent sinner. And what
is this pulse? "The running out of his heart and affections after
salvation by Christ." This is the true pulse of spiritual life; and
weak and fluttering as it may be, oh, could we but for one moment-yea, only for one moment-catch a glimpse of the true value of this
feehle throb of life, all.suns but One would sink into an eternal eclipse!
It is eternal life-" Christ in you, the hope of glory"; it is comingit is believing-it is "the Spirit itself bearing witness with our spirit
that we are the children of God, and if children, then heirs"! Heirs!
heirs to what? "Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it
entered into the heart of man, the things that God hath prepared
for them that love Him." Poor tried, tempted, trembling one, lift
up thy head.
" Yet a season, and we know
Happy entrance will be given;
All your sorrows left below,
And earth exchanged for heaven."

If children, then heirs; "heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ" !
(Rom. viii. 17) "of whom the world was not worthy" (Heb. xi. 38).
Oh, let us, if it is the Lord's will, seek to be a little more taken up with
this grand pivot, upon which all that is worth a thought centres and
revolves. This holy spark of true baptismal fire (Matt. iii. 11), which
ever struggling upward seeks the Sun of Righteousness, its glorious
source! This drop of living water (John iv. 14) which, ever springing
up, shall burst ann bubble onward, until it shall sweetly lose itself
for ever in the ocean of eternal love.
" Why should the children of a King
Go mourning all their days? "

" Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow! they toil not, neither
do they spin; and yet I say unto you, that Solomon, in all his glory,
was not arrayed like one of these" (Matt. vi. 28, 29). My brother!
My sister! Anxious, cast down, "tossed with a tempest, and not
comforted" as you may be, yea, although perhaps like Jonah saying
that you are " cast out of his sight, at the bottom of the mountains,
with the weeds wrapped about your head," could you for one moment
look at yourself as God the Father beholds you in the Person of Christ,
clothed in that vesture dipped in blood, your fleshly spinning-wheel
would cease for ever; and instead of toiling, you would blessedly
enter into rest. Oh, may the Lord help you to consider the lilies how
they grow, that ye "may grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ" (2 Pet. iii. 18).
Living-eoming-believing. Three blessed links in the spiritual
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chain! The work of the Spirit. "The beginning of the creation of
God" (Rev. iii. 14). The" Alpha" in testimony. "Christ in you
the hope of glory" (Col. i. 27), with reference to which many and
great are the precious promises left upon record. So great and so
wonderful are they, that at best we can only stand and gaze and
admire. For as are the stars in the natural heavens, so are these in
our glorious spiritual heaven; and although illuminated by spiritual
perceptions, and by Divine faith, in operation, as "the substance of
things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen" (Heb. xi. 1), yet
all that the utmost stretch of our spiritual astronomy can attain to
iB an acknowledgment of the mystery, and a conviction that, when
we Bee Him as He is,
" The little that is known
Which, children-like, we boast,
Will fade like glowworms in the sun,
Or drops in ocean lost."

Especially as our observations are so constantly intercepted by fogs
and clouds, so that "neither sun nor stars in many days appear"
(Acts xxviii. 20). Nevertheless, clouds are temporary curtains. The
stars of promise are God's own fixtures, which nothing can alter or
move.
We now seem to have arrived at the beginning of the chain of
promise, the first link in which is that with which God began with us.
Eternal life. A little has already been hinted respecting the evidence
of life in the souls of the Lord's family; but this little we must call
" Gad," for a " troop cometh."
.
" Oh fathomless abyss
Where hidden mysteries lie !
The seraph finds his bliss
Within the same to pry!
Lord, what is man, Thy desperate foe,
That Thou shouldst love and bless him so?
" A monument of grace!
A sinner saved by blood!
The streams of love I trace
Up to the fountain, God.
And in His sacred bosom see
Eternal thoughts of love to me."

OUR greatest difficulties are not outside but inside.
Did you ever
see any iniquity of which you were not capable ~ The manifest iniquity
of the worst is as nothing to the sin that is covered up in the best of
men.-R. C. Chapman.
THE love wherewith God loves the Son, is the measure of His love
to us; and the hallowed intercourse between the Father and the Son
is the rule of our freedom and fellowship with Christ. Such is the
wondrous place into which Christ has brought us, and in which we stand
through grace.-R. C. Chapman..

.._. - -

- ---- - - - -

The Gospel JIJagaz£ne.

253

lI)tote£)tant 1J3eacon.
MULTUM IN PARVO.
By the death of Dr. Taylor, Archdeacon of Liverpool, which took
place on Monday, March 19th, there has passed away a faithful preacher
of sound Evangelical truth and a courageous witness for the principles
of the Protestant Reformation. He was a man of great learning,
and deep spirituality. As a Protestant controversialist he had few
l'ivals and no equals. He had attained the advanced age of 85, but
entered into his rest without being laid aside by sickness. It had been
his desire to die "in harness," and his hope was divinely granted to
him. His son, Mr. Austin Taylor, M.P., lost his wife only a week
previously.--It is rumoured that King Edward will pay a visit to
Constantinople during his cruise in the Mediterranean, and have an
interview with the Sultan of Turkey.--With regard to the bequest
of £5,000 by the late Mr. H. C. Richards, K.C., for the purpose of
rebuilding St. Paul's Cross in St. Paul's Churchyard, the City Press
states that the Dean and Chapter have communicated with the executors
to the effect that the rebuilding of the cross in the north-east portion
of the churchyard would be attended with a great deal of inconvenience
and difficulty. Plans are to be submitted to the executors for a smaller
monument in the churchyard.--The " Catholic Education Council,"
a body representative of the sixteen Roman Catholic dioceses of
England and Wales, have issued the following statement signed by
the Duke of Norfolk, the Chairman, and by the Secretary of the council:
"That no settlement of the education question can be accepted by
Catholics which takes away from Catholic parents their right to have
for their children Catholic schools, in which the teachers shall be
Catholics, and shall give definite religious instruction under Catholic
control during school hours; to have new Catholic schools recognized
and maintained, and enlargement of existing schools sanctioned
where the needs of the Catholic population so demand."--It is
stated that the Princess Ena of Battenburg attends Mass at St.
Michael's Benedictine Convent, East Cowes. The convent is a branch
of the well-known mother church from Solesmes, "\Those members
settled in the island shortly after the enforcement of the Law of
Associations in France. We" trust (says the English ChU1'chman) that
the Protestants of the Isle of Wight are taking concerted action with
regard to the invasion of their island by these undesirable aliens.
It cannot be too often stated that Romish aggression should be met
everywhere by Protestant instruction as to Papal designs and principles;
but too often, we fear, Protestants, through false charity or a lack of
knowledge, fail to take that firm stand which duty requires.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
chief event of the past month was the formal renunciation of the
Bible Faith of the Protestant Reformation by Princess Ena of Battenberg-a niece of King Edward the Seventh-and her sworn acceptance
of the Antichrist.ian Creed of the Church of Rome, which act of
deliberate apostasy suitably took place in Spain-at San Sebastian.
The deplorable step taken by a young lady considerably under twenty
years of age is further unspeakably saddened by the fact that it was
compulsory as a condition to her marrying Alfonso, the Bourbon,
Papist King of Spain! The Pope has sealed the affair by according
Queen Victoria's grand-daughter his malific benediction! We look
for the Divine displeasure. The very thought of a matrimonial alliance
between royal representatives of Protestant England and the land of
the merciless Inquisition and the God-cursed Armada early in the
twentieth century bodes ill for the new era-the boasted era of coming
liberty and light. After being re-baptized and denouncing all persons
and denominations of Christians opposing the corrupt faith of the
Papal communion, Princess Ena telegraphed the following abject
message to Pope Sarto: "At the moment of entering the Apostolic
Roman Catholic Church, I desire humbly to thank your Holiness for
all your fatherly goodness towards me, and I also wish to offer myself
with all my heart as your most devoted and loyal daughter_ Asking
again your prayers and your apostolic benediction. (Signed) Victoria
Eug(mie."

THE

The following is the President's Message, signed last month by Sir
John Kennaway, M.P., on behalf of the C.M.S. Committee, which is
being issued to members and friends of the Society: "We are drawing
very near to the close of our financial year. It is always difficult for
us at Salisbury Square to administer a world-wide work under financial
conditions of such great and, we fear, inevitable ullcertainty. It is
not generally realized that estimates for expenditure have, of necessity,
to be drawn up a long time in advance. The money now being
gathered in is for work estimated for in the mission field nearly two
years ago, and subsequently sanctioned by our Finance Committee
in October, 1904, and mainly spent in the mission field in 1905. We
must, therefore, in the absence of an income in advance of expenditure,
walk by faith and not by sight. It must also be remembered that we
cannot adminiRter this work without providing for healthy growth and
increase year by year. We are convinced that our best friends look
for this, and we believe that God expects it. The Bishop of Manchester's
suggestion that we should endeavour to raise a Guarantee Fund to
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meet a possible deficit s~emed to us a valuable one, and we were led
to take it up. We have found, however, that from various causes the
effort has not been so successful as we had desired. A few thousand
pounds have been conditionally promised; but most of our friends
seem to pref~r to give outright to an actual need. It is satisfactory
to state that the Thankoffering Week was taken up by a large number
of parishes, and was so successful as to encourage the hope that it may
remain as a settled source of income for future years. We do not
forget the burdens that rest upon the clergy and laity of the
Church in these busy and anxious days, and we have every reason to
be always sympathp.tic in this matter. At the same time it is necessary
that we, as your Executive in this enterprise of World Evangelization,
should keep ourselves in closest touch with you as our constituency,
and that you should realize that this is your Society and your work.
We gratefully acknowledge the hearty co-operation of so many. But
we ask you to remember that the question of deficit or no deficit must
inevitably 'turn upon the support we receive. We ask for earnest prayer.
We have met this day as a Committee in a spirit of thanksgiving and
hope, and for special prayer to Him Who has sent us this year more
missionaries than usual that our needs may be supplied by March
31st."
The Anllual Report of the Dean Close Memorial School, Cheltenham,
for 1905, which has just been issued, states that the number of boys
at the close of the year was 212. Many distinguiRhed themselves at the
Cambridge Local Examination, and the successes gained by Old Boys
have been numerous. A scholarship of £60 a year has been promised
and an annuat gift of £50. During the year a Morris-tube range has
been provided. The bank overdraft for land purchase and buildings
stands at £4,745.
We deeply regret to refer to a persistent and bitter attack made in
the columns of the Record upon the faithful and self-denying work
of the" Figueras Mission." NotwithstanCling the fact that Mr. R. C.
Morgan, editor of The Christian, who for many years has been
intimately acquainted with the Evangelical ~ffort in priest-ridden
Spain, has only just returned to London after again visiting Figueras
and scrupulously investigating the details of the mission operations'
there, has refuted the charges of the Record, that organ continues
its splenetic as~ault. Is it possihle, we w'maer, that the iart of the
mission's being non-episcopal is the secret of th~ attaflk ~ Yet snch
an explanation appears incredible. We have personally known the
conductors of this Evangelical and Protestant Mission-Pastor and
Madame ~odriguez-for fully twenty years, and can cordially recommend their good work. Friends attending the Clifton Conference are
acquainted with the Mission, for it has been represented there.
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THE LOVE OF CHRIST.

CHRIST'S love is more than the love of all relations.. No such a true
Friend as Christ, who makes all His brethren co-heirs. No such
Father as Christ, who, to bring His children to life would die Himself.
No such Husband as Christ, who will love His spouse though she play·
the harlot. His love is perfect. It is not a passionate love, it is without
folly, hypocrisy, selfishness, alteration, diminution, defect, or excess.
He loves as God, He loves as Man. Oh that Christ should love an
enemy with a greater love than any friend! should be more indulgent
toa rebel than .any father to his son! should be more affectionate
to Satan's offspring than any mother to her sucking child! Christ
takes what is dpne to His people as done to Himself. He punishes
what any do against them as though they acted against Himself, and
rewards what is done for them as though it were done to Him. The
people of Christ are part of Christ, bone of His bone, and flesh of His
flesh. The head and members make but one body; so also Christ.
Christ accounts the least injury done to them as done to Himself. "He
that toucheth you toucheth Me." He that has low thoughts of God's
people, in His account, has low thoughts of Him. He owns and rewards
what is done for them as done for Himself. "He accounts Himself
clothed when their nakedness is covered; feasted when their hunger
is satisfied; relieved when their necessities are supplied; entertained
when they are harboured; He rewards the least kindness to them as
royally as the greatest done to Himself."-David Clarh:son.

REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF BOO~S.
THE GIVER AND Hrs GIFTS: OR, THE HOLY SPIRIT A-~D HIS WORK.
By E. W. BULLINGER, D.D Price 2/6. (London: Eyre and
Spottiswoode. )
The chief value of this work on God the Holy pirit is the emphasis
it lays on His Personality and the discrimination it exercises regarding
those passages of Scripture where "spirit" and "the Spirit" are
respectively referred to. The treatise displays acute critical acquaintance with the original of the New Testament and should prove helpful
to devout Bible students.

,

UNFEIGNED FAITH.
THE NATURE, GROWTH, AND EXTENT OF
RELIGIOUS FEELING WHICH CHILDREN A-RE CAPABLE OF ExPERIENCING. By the Rev. WILLIAM SYKES. Price One Penny
(postage ~d.) (From the Author, Hillsborough Vicarage, Sheffield).
This pamphlet comprises the substance of a paper read hy Mr. Sykes
before the Sheffield Clerical Society. The subject is one of touching
interest, and is handled by its expositor with discernment, sympathy,
.tnd Scriptural knowledge.
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