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SOJOURNING AND DWELLING.

.,
" He tlwJ; walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and speaketh.
the truth in his heart. "-PSALM xv. 2.

THIS brief inspired Psalm opens with an enquiry. It is asked, Who
shall abide in JEHOVAH'S tabernacle, and who shall dwell in His holy
hill ~ The authorship of this portion of GOD'S Word is ascribed to
King DAVlD, so that, chronologically speaking, it was penned
antecedently to the erection of the Temple in Jerusalem. It may
be remembered that DAvlD erected an altar, in the threshing-floor
of ARAUNAH the Jebusite, on the spot where the Temple of SOLOMON
afterwards stood. He also brought the Ark of the Covenant out
of Kirjath-jearirn (2 Sam. vi. 2; 1 Chron. xiii. 6) and prepared a
tabernacle, or tent, for it in the new city, which he called after his
own name. Both of these were brought up thence by SOLOMON
(2 Chron. v. 5); the Ark was placed in the Holy of Holies, but the
Tabernacle seems to have been put on one side (vide Dr. SMITH'S
Dictionary 01 the Bible). It was DAVlD who made the original
proposal-under Divine inspiration-that a permanent Temple,
or dwelling-place, for JEHOVAH should be erected at Jerusalem.
Yet GOD'S willing servant, although desirous of carrying out the
great undertaking, and having gathered together on an incalculable
scale of munificence materials for the structure, was not sufiered
(for reasons assigned) to be the instrument of giving effect to the
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sacred plan. Nevertheless, the whole soul of the gracious son of
JESSE was preoccupied in his last days with the Divinely approved
project-whose primary conception was to typify the imperishable
glories of -the Church of GOD in her present and eternal state. In
this holy Psalm he contemplates with delight the gracious characteristics of the people of the LORD, whose happy privilege it is to
enjoy fellowship with Him in His sanctuary and to dwell in the
courts of His presence.
And what are some of the various characteristics of these favoured
occupants of JEHOVAH'S palace? We propose to consider three of
these, and the reader is invited to enlarge for himself a study of the
entire of this holy Psalm, in this connection. It is a marvellous
description of CHRIST and the Church-of CHRIST, first-for only
He answers fanltlessly to the portrait of the dweller in GOD'S holy
hill. JESUS is the perfect Man, Who has right of entrance into His
FATHER'S house; but in His grace He has secured entrance for
everyone of His redeemed brethren also. CHRIsT, by His blood
and righteousness, has become" the Way" of access to the FATHER'S
presence for the entire family and household of faith. The HOLY
SPIRIT, by His regenerating and new-creating grace, qualifies the
redeemed ones to draw near and hold'closest communion with the
FATHER and the SON. Our verse invites us to observe those with
whom GOD takes pleasure to hold fellowship :1. How they walk;
2. How they work;
3. How they speak.
FIRST: "He that walketh uprightly." No one can walk uprightly before GOD who is not himself upright. The natural man
is represented in the inspired Scriptures as morally and spiritually
fallen. He needs therefore to be divinely raised up. Until the
SPIRIT of grace quicken him, he cannot take a step in the spiritual
life. His soul cleaves to the dust. He is "of the earth," and,
therefore, "earthy." But when the sovereign SPIRIT new-ereates
him and bids him, " Son of man, stand upon thy feet," he receives
power to "arise and walk." Thus JEHOVAH speaks in the book of
the prophet HosEA-" I taught Ephraim also to go, taking them by
their arms." He faithfnlly led His people day 'by day through
the wilderness, until they crossed the JORDAN and inherited the
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Land of Promise. Thus, too, does He spiritually lead His saints
to-day; and just because He leads them do they" walk uprightly."
Their Zionward steps are ordered according to His Word, and their
individual path is directed by His counsels. "And an highway
shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called, The way of holiness :
the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall be for those: the
wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein." The" uprightness" in which GOD'S wayfarers walk is that of a SPIRIT-taught
conscience. The motives which actuate that walk are inspired
by the indwelling HOLY GHOST, as the Apostle exhorts believer&-" If we live in the SPIRIT, let us also walk in the SPIRIT." The life
of the SPIRIT is the power of the believer's holy walk, and the secret
of his fellowship. "If we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we
have fellowship one with another, and the blood of JESUS CHRIST
His SON cleanseth us from all sin." A holy GOD can hold no
communion with an unclealliled heart. Two cannot walk together
unless they be agreed. The effect of the blood on a defiled conscience-when filial confession of sin and failure is made to the
FATHER-is to set it free from fea.r, and to minister to it boldne8/l
of access. He who thus" walketh uprightly" abides in JEHOVAH'S
tabernacle and dwells in His holy hill. As the beloved DISCIPLE
has said, " And if any man sin, we have an ADVOCATE with the
FATHER, JESUS CHRIST the RIGHTEOUS: and He is the propitia.tion
for our sins." Oh, for grace to keep Him fully in view at all times,
but especially in the hour of temptation and felt weakness:
" Follow Me "-is His voice.
AGAIN: "He that worketh righteousness." The indweller in
GOD'S temple is no idler. Good works adorn his faith. "We are
His workmanship, created in CHRIST JESUS unto good works, which
GOD hath before prepared that we should walk in them." These
divinely ordained works are necessarily righteous works. " Thou
hast wrought all our works in us" (!sa. xxvi. 12); the marginal
translation expresses it "for" us. Both renderings are the truth
of GOD, for it is written, "It is GOD which worketh in you, both
to will and to do of His good pleasure"; and again, "From Me is
thy fruit found" (Phi!. ii. 13; Hosea xiv. 8). The fruit of the
SPIRIT is the only fruit that glorifies the FATHER. "Herein is My
Father glorified," said the LORD JESUS, "that ye bear much fruit,"
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that is in obedience, and service, and testimony. This is the fruit
which" remains" (John xv. 16). This is the fruit of which CHRIST
speaks when He declares, "I have chosen you, and ordained you,
that ye should go and bring forth fruit." Oh, for grace to
remember that all ability to bring forth the acceptable fruit of
"good works" comes of living union with CHRIST in His living
Person. " But now being made free from sin, and become servants
to GOD, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting
life" (Rom. vi. 22).
And, LASTLY: "And speaketh the truth in his heart." Many,
alas, speak the truth with their lips only. Profession and possession
do not always go together in the visible Church. Profession and
experience are often estranged from each other. The religion of
some who "call themselves Christians" aims rather to make "a
fair show in the flesh" than to " fulfil the Law of CHRIST." A new
heart and a right spirit are not, in the case of such, pearls of great
price. The Truth of GOD, in its power, in its separating and
sanctifying influences, is destitute of attractiveness. They see in
it no beauty to desire it. The precious doctrines of the grace of
GOD yield not sweet fragrance in their lives, nor beautify their
profession of CHRIST'S dear Name. On the other hand, in the
heart of the true disciple of the LORD JESUS the Truth of GOD
dwells as an active principle, dominating and directing the entire
"new man." And because the Truth dwells richly in the heartout of which are the issues of the spiritual life-its musings and
meditations possess a tongue of their own. There is a voice of the
lips, and there is a voice of the heart. The gracious man, who
abides in JEHOVAH'S tabernacle, speaketh the Truth in his heart."
Truth in the inward parts is our heavenly FATHER'S delight. The
thoughts of the hidden man of the soul are the springs of the out·
ward man's sayings and doings. To speak the Truth in the heart
implies a supreme love of GOD'S Truth, and a being constantly
occupied with it. Those who hide the treasures of revealed Truth
within them will often converse in secret with its DIVINE AUTHOR,
and enter deeply into the wondrous counsels of His heart! These
are they who dwell in GOD'S holy hill, and are ever welcome to the
inmost chambers of His presence. These, too, are they whose
testimony of lip and life bears powerful evidence to others that they
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have "been with JESUS." Such as speak often in their hearts
to the LORD concerning His Truth will speak of it with the mouth
most convincingly to man. Never did the face of MOSES shine more
gloriously before the Israelites than after he had spent forty days
with JEHOVAH in the Holy Mount. The language of Truth is never
so potent as when it proceeds from lips which have been purged by
the touch of a "live coal" from off the altar of a heart wherein
dwells the GOD of the Truth Himself! It was when JEREMIAH the
prophet had hidden the Word of Truth in his heart that it kindled
and burned as a vehement flame, and his mouth brake silence in
utterances of wisdom, grace, and righteousness.
Thus, then, beloved fellow-believers, let us above all things seek
to treasure the saving and sanctifying truths of the Covenant of
JEHOVAH in our hearts, for so shall we enjoy closer fellowship with
Him in His tabernacle, and so will the witness we bear to His Name
among our fellow men-both believers and unbelievers--<larry the
mark of His approval and benediction.
THE EDITOR.
IT is said in Eccles. v. 12, "that the abundance of the rich will not
suffer him to sleep"; and I wish that were the worst injury it did him.
But, alas! it will not suffer him to pray, to meditate, to allow time
and thought about his eternal concernments. He falls asleep in the
lap of prosperity, and forgets that tbere is a God to be served, or a
soul to be saved. . . . Prosperity meeting with a graceless heart,
makes it wholly sensual, and entirely swallows up its thought and
affections. Earthly things transform and mould their hearts into
their own similitude and nature; the whole strength of their souls
goes out to these enjoyments. So those graceless yet prosperous
persons are described (Job xxi. 11-13). "They take the timbrel and
harp, and rejoice at the sound of the organ; they spend their days
in wealth." They take the timbrel, not the Bible. "They rejoice
at the sound of the organ"; not a word of their rejoicing in God.
"They send forth their little ones in the dance"; that is all the
catechism they are taught. "They spend their days in wealth";
their whole time, that precious stock and talent, is wholly laid out
upon these sensitive things. Either /the pleasure of it powerfully
charms them, or the cares of it wholly engross their minds, so that there
is no time to spare for God. They live in pleasure upon earth, as it is
(J ames v. 5), just as a fish lives in the water, its proper element. Take
him off these things, and put him upon spiritual, serious, heavenly
employments, and he is piscis in arido-like a fish upon dry land.Flavel.
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A SPIRITUAL PARADOX.
" As having nothing, and yet possessing all things."-2 COR. vi. 10.
b we view the kingdom of grace on earth from the social standpoint,
the fact becomes convincingly apparent that in all ages it has
mainly comprised the poorer classes. When John the Baptist
sent two of his disciples to ask Jesus whether He were indeed the
Anointed One foretold in the Scriptures of the Old Testament, He
enumerated the main features of His life and ministry-which
exactly fulfilled the prophetic forecast of Messiah-and, most
notably, "the poor have the Gospel preached unto them" (Matt.
xi. 5). For the Holy Ghost in Isaiah had predicted that the Sent
One of the Father should be anointed to .preach good tidings to the
meek; and in the synagogue at Nazareth, where He read the
prophet's words, He declared, "The spirit of the Lord is upon Me,
because He hath anointed Me to preach the Gospel to the poor"
(Luke iv. 18). And we read elsewhere of His ministry, "The
common people heard Him gladly" (Mark xii. 37); and" All the
people were very attentive to hear Him," or, as it is translated in
the margin, they" hanged on Him," or, literally, "they hung upon
Him, hearing" (Luke xix. 48). The poor in this world are very
frequently referred to as emblematical of the spiritual condition of
the people of God-" the poor in spirit." Thus J ames: "Hearken,
my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this world,
rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom of God, which He hath
promised to them that love Him 1" (James ii. 5.) "The brother
of low degree" and "the rich" are put in contrast thus: "Let
the brother of low degree rejoice in'that he is exalted: but the
rich, in that he is made low: because as the flower of the grass he
shall pass away" (James i. 9, 10). God of old gave" the poor" a
place of special mention in the Land of Promise, when He said,
" The poor shall never cease out of the land; therefore, I command
thee saying, Thou shalt open thine hand wide unto thy brother,
to thy poor, and to thy needy, in thy land" (Deut. xv. 11). When
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the Lord Jesus would manifest the exceeding riches of His grace,.
what did He do 1 Made Himself poor! "For ye know the grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your
sakes He became poor, that ye through His poverty might be
rich" (2 Cor. ix. 9). His social position among men was that of
" a servant," a bond-servant (Phi!. ii. 7); as He said, " I am among
you as he that serveth " (Luke xxii. 27). The foxes of the earth·
and the birds of the air were better off than He, for they had
provided dwelling-places, but as He once-uncomplaininglyobserved, "The Son of Man hath not where to lay His head"
(Luke ix. 58). He voluntarily identified Himself with "men of
low degree," and this humility of His was well-pleasing in His
Father~s sight. "Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him,
and given Him a Name which is above every name" (Phi!. ii. 9):
In Him was fulfilled, as in no one other, that word of Scripture, "He
that humbleth himself shall be exalted." The poor of the flock
were ever the special care of the Lord Jesus when He was on earth.
The fishermen of Galilee rather than the Chief Priests and rulers
at Jerusalem were those with whom He chose to consort throughout
His public ministry, and with whom He held the most confidential
relations. The ouly occasion recorded that Jesus "rejoiced in
spirit" was when a company of His humble followers who. had
been occupied in His name returned to give Him an account of
their stewardship-" In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and
said, I thank Thee, 0 Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that Thou
hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed
them unto babes: even so, Father, for so it seemed good in Thy
sight" (Luke x. 21). Some of the brightest and most beautiful
examples of what free and sovereign grace can effect have been
found in the humblest strata of human society. The poorest of
the Apostolic churches yielded most frnit. It has been well
observed that Paul had most success, not in literary Athens, nor
in luxurious Corinth, but in the poorer churches of Macedonia,
Philippi, and Thessalonica. It is remarkable to note the contrast
between the Church of Smyrna, which, in temporal poverty, was
pronounced spiritually rich by Christ, and Laodicea, which thought
herself rich, and was pronounced by the Lord as wretched, and
miserable, and poor. The "poor widow" who gave "of her
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poverty" to the treasury of the Lord's House, even all her living,
called forth the approbation of Jesus rather than the costly
offerings of the rich. To some of us the liberality of the poor
towards the causes of God's precious truth has often created
astonishment and admiration. And where of silver and gold
they had none, ". such as they had" of faith and love they have
freely and frnitfully ministered. An instance of how the spiritually
rich are found in the ranks of the poorest of our fellow men came
quite recently under the notice of the writer of these "Notes,"
who is sure that the readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE will share
with him in giving glory to God that to-day, as in past ages, the
Scripture has its gracious fulfilment-" To this man will I look,
even to him that is poor, and of a contrite spirit, and that trembleth
at My Word" (Isa. lxvi. 2).
By the first postal delivery for the day on which the annual
meeting of the Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE was to be
held in London, and shortly before I left Clifton to attend the
meeting, a letter reached me from St. Helens, Lancashire, from
Mr. H. Astbury-a stranger, though a reader. of our pages.announcing the home-going of a Mrs. Lawson, at the advanced
age:'of 86, and relating from her own lips the marvellous dealings
of the Lord with her both in providence and grace. "For over
half a century," wrote my correspondent, "she was a reader of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and always said that she considered it to be.
the best and most faithful periodical printed. She was a firm
believer in the doctrines of grace, and one did not need to be long
with her to know that she had the grace of the doctrines. Through
a life, tried and afflicted, she was a faithful witness for God's truth,
and whoever knew her acknowledged that she spoke with authority.
Three years ago she gave me the pleasure of committing to writing
a few incidents in her eventful life." Mr. Astbury then proceeded
to relate the following deeply interesting and instructive facts,
which, the reader will observe, illustrate forcibly the "spiritual
paradox" of our "Note "-" As Having Nothing, and yet
Possessing all Things." Mrs. Lawson's touching autobiography
is as follows :" I was born in a cellar, at the top of Moss Bank, near St. Helens,
on March 21st, 1820. The chief industry of the place was hand-
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loom weaving and nail-making. We moved to Fenney Bank when
I was five years old. A Miss Pilkington then taught us the alphabet,
which was the only school education I received. At six years of
age I was sent out nursing. Two years later I had to work with
a horse and cart for a John Sumner. I then ran away to Windle
Hall, and was employed at ploughing, at fourpence per day. The
turning.point in my life came when the Rev. Mr. Baldwin, the
first curate at St. Helens, preached at Moss Bank on 'Walk worthy
of the vocation wherewith ye are called.' The text waB made a
great blessing to my soul. I remember nothing else in the sermon;
but trees, and hedges, and walls, and road seemed to be shouting
these words, 'Walk worthy ... ye are called.' Friends could
not understand my behaviour, but an old friend of my father's
said: 'The seed is sown, let her alone, it will germinate.' So it
did, and I 'was led to see the depravity and deceitfulness of my
heart. I was a Sunday-school teacher, first at Moss Bank, and
then, for nearly forty years, at a school known aB Brookfield
School, belonging to Parr Church.
" I was married in 1842, and had six children, all of whom are
now dead, and I have been a widow for thirty.six years [now thirty
eight years]. I was once under a very dark cloud of conviction
and sorrow-an awful time; Satan sorely tried me, and I was even
driven to the extreme of attempting my life; but God in His
mercy frustrated my design and Satan's craftiness.
" , Determined to save,
He watched o'er my path,
When Satan's blind slave
I sported with death.'
"This went on for fully twelve months, when I again realized
my Maker's care for His elect. Mr. Newton preached from Isaiah
liv. 11-13, ' 0 thou affiicted, tossed with tempest, and not comforted,
Behold I will lay thy stones with fair colours, and lay thy
foundations with sapphires. And I will make thy windows of
agates, and thy gates of carbuncles, and all thy borders of pleasant
stones. And all thy children shall be taught of the Lord; and
great shall be the peace of thy children.' The Holy Ghost
graciously brought this as healing balm to my troubled soul, and
great indeed was the peace I had.
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" The late Rev. Dr. Hewlett, of Astley, I have heard very many
times. Once, particularly, I remember to my joy, he preached
in the St. Helens Parish Church on 2 Timothy ii. 19, 'Nevertheless,
the 'foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord
knoweth them that are His. And, Let everyone that nameth the
name of Christ depart from iniquity.' The congregation was rather
surprised when he announced that, although the subject should
have been 'The Invocation of Saints,' he was impressed on his
way to St. Helens that he must preach on the above text. He
felt, he said, that there was some one of God's saints in distress,
and he was to be the means of conveying that message. Although
it might not be made manifest that 'night, yet it would be made
known. I could restrain myself no longer, but must needs cry
out from an overflowing heart, 'Yes! but it shall be made
manifest to-night! I am the one; that meBBage is for me!'
Two officials of the church took hold of me to put me out, but I
told them that I was neither drunk nor mad, and made my way
to Dr. Hewlett, who was coming out of the pulpit, and told
him the facts, when he said (in his peculiarly grave manner),
'Hallelujah! Praise the Lord!' I have walked from my home to
Burtonwood, Sankey, Warrington, Astley, and Garston-distances
from six to fourteen miles-to hear Dr. Hewlett and other men
of God preach."
So far in the words of this poor servant of Christ herself. But
my correspondent goes on to say, "Mrs. Lawson was very well
read in much that tended to edify God's saints and to confound
the enemies of His truth. Moreover, she had a remarkable memory,
and was able to quote from books she had read years ago." Mr.
Astbury writes: "I was present when, on one occasion, a Mormon
miBBionary called on her. He introduced himself, saying, 'I
am a Latter-Day saint.' 'Oh,' said Mrs. Lawson, 'Well, I'm a
First-Day saint!' and she gave this young man such a clear
account of the origin, instability, and evils of Mormonism that
he acknowledged that she was correct, and observed, 'You are a
wonderful woman!'
" She said that sometimes she thought God had forgotten her,
for Satan so tried her, yet if she heard or saw anything \Vhich in
her judgment was against the glory of the Triune Jehovah, she

•

The Gospel Magazine.

203

would raise her voice in loud protest, whether it offended or pleased.
Though she went through much tribulation, poverty, persecution
for righteousness' sake, sickness (being given up by medical men
no fewer than three times), and bereavement, she was enabled to
testify on her death-bed, 'Many are the troubles of the righteous,
but the Lord delivereth him out of them all.' I was privileged to
be present when, at her own request, she received the ordinance of
the Lord's Supper, the Rev. W. Edmondson visiting her for that
purpose. She said, about three days before her death, 'I want
to go home, I don't think I shall be long now,' and then, slowly,
" 'When I draw this fleeting breath,
When mine eyes shall close in death,
When I soar through worlds unknown,
See Thee on Thy judgment throne ' " but I had to finish it" 'Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee.'
" After this she did not say much, but sank gradually into 'the
sweetest sleep of life,' in perfect peace."
Now, dear reader, let us together bless the Lord of all grace that
He chose this poor one of the world and enriched her soul with faith
and many other precious gifts, so as to encourage the most needy
to find in the Lord Jesus Christ unsearchable treasures of salvation
-" durable riches" which neither moth nor rust can corrupt,
and which thieves cannot steal or destroy. "Thanks be unto
God for His unspeakable gift ! "

Olifton·

J. O.

GOD knows our state and condition; and we may better learn our
wants from His prescription of what we ought to pray for than from
our sense and experience. For we are in the dark as to our own
spiritual concerns, thtough the power of our corruptions and temptations, and" know not what we should pray for as we ought" (Rom.
viii. 26). But our heavenly Father knows perfectly what we stand in
need of. And, therefore, whatever be our present apprehensions
concerning ourselves which are to be examined by the Word, our
prayers are to be regulated by what God hath enjoined us to ask,
and what He hath promised to bestow.-Dr. John Owen.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thine
'hand: lor thou knowest not whether shall prosper, either this or
that, or whether they both shall be alike good."-EccLEs. xi. 6.
WHEN the Lord J ehovah "spake unto Moses in Mount Sinai" concerning the cultivation of the earth: "Six years thou shalt sow thy
field, and six years thou shalt prune thy vineyard, and gather in the
fruit thereof," ere the Israelites came to the seventh year, which was
to "be a sabbath of rest unto the land," He made this declaration,
" For the land is Mine"; and hence its redemption under the Levitical
law and observances.
And there is so much said in these Holy Scriptures concerning
the land, and its culture, the work of the husbandman, the sower,
and the gleaner, that our subject is a large one; and by the Holy
Spirit's illumination we shall gather much of the precious grain of
spiritual seed as we cover the ground in our consideration. Let us
keep in mind the three main points as set before us by our Lord in the
parable of the sower (Matt. xiii. 3, etc.): the sower, the seed,
and the soil; and may our consideration be made a very profitable
one, remembering that all the blessing upon our labour and sowing is
dependent entirely upon Him, of whom Jesus declared, "I am the
true Vine, and My Father is the Husbandman," or vine-dresser, Who
alone can "give the increase," and bless the seed sown, watch over
the plant planted; purge the fruitful branch, "that it may bring
forth more fruit," and cause the tiny grain that falls into the ground,
and apparently dies for a time, to spring up and bring forth fruit,
some thirty, some sixty, and some an hundredfold!
Of this spiritual vineyard we have this gem-like promise sparkling
in the prophecy of Isaiah, "I the Lord do keep it; I will water
it every moment; lest any hurt it, I will keep it night and day."
Thus in utter dependence, in grace-sustained humility, and with
the eye of faith fixed upon Him in Whom alone is our Help; may His
labourers go forth to obey the divine command-" In the morning
sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thine hand, for thou
knowest not whether shall prosper, either this or that, or 'whether
both shall be alike good."
The Lord will have no sluggards in His vineyard. His labourers
are enjoined to watch against slothfulness, " that ye be not slothful,"
and to " occupy till I come," to " be instant in season, out of season,"
and " with good will doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men."
"In the morning sow thy seed," and" in the evening," is to'find
His servants at the same occupation. A constant antidote against
sloth, and a preservative against sin-sleeping when we should be with
trimmed lamps, and, like the wise virgins, be waiting and watching.
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In the morning of youth go forth to sow, and in the evening of
old age let not thine hands hang idle! It may also allude to the
ground upon which the seed is cast. How little we can tell what the
result shall be of our seed-sowing in young hearts, nor of a word
of eternal life dropped upon some heart, hardened by long years of
unbelief! "Thou canst not tell whether shall prosper." How
humbling it is. How obedient should God's children seek to be, in
rising up and going forth amongst those who receive their Lord's
approbation, as "blessed are ye that sow beside all waters."
Ofttimes He uses His servants quite unconsciously to themselves.
This is well and wisely ordained, "that the power may be of God
and not of us," and" lest Israel vaunt themselves."
But, obedient to His command, the missionary abroad or at home,
the teachers of the young, the Sunday·schoolleaders, the conductors of
Bible Classes, go forth, and under the anointing of the Holy Spirit, sow
the seed of eternal life "in the moruing" of those young hearts.
Faith guides them to repose in God. They may see no results; or, if
sometimes they perceive what they hope is " the early dew of morning,"
it "has died away at noon" apparently; and their hearts would
grow discouraged if they remembered not the Lord and His command
without reservation or questioning. "In the morning sow thy seed."
Ab, but what severe .testing work comes of that sowing! "When
the sun was up they were scorched, and because they had no root
they withered away," spake Jesus of the seed that" fell upon stony
places." How much there is to contend with, how many disappointments and unrealized expectations! Our hopes may have risenwe have seen what we thought the work of grace in some young
heart; and a ready response to the things of God has given us the
joy of expectancy that this also was one of the little ones of the Kingdom
who had received" the good seed." But as the day of life goes oncontrary winds, a scorching sun, a blasting scourge, or some other
agent in the great enemy's hands, has snatched it away, and we look
with pain and sorrow on this young one following, not Jesus and the
few, but Satan and the many! Still, still the emphatic message
resounds, "In the morning sow thy seed." Be not weary, be not
dismayed, be not disappointed. Thy God is God over all circumstances and events, and He controls as Sovereign all that shall befal
thee and thy sowing. Yes, go on. Sow in the morn the seed of
eternal life, and leave eternal issues with Him. The life germ may
be there-hidden away, buried for years. Thy God does not forget
nor overlook it. The Holy Spirit's eye is ever upon the truth, and it
is His business and concern to keep it alive, and see that no force of
earth or hell destroy it.
U

He will not lose oDe precious grain
Of all the golden store;
As patiently He sifts His whest
Upon His threshing.floor.
He winnows with His Spirit-fan,
And every grain His eye doth scan."
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" And in the evening withhold not thine hand." So the sower is
to be found at his duty all the day! "In the morning" he is commanded to sow. Whatever the day and the circumstances-that is
His call to obey. " He that observeth the wind shall not sow; and
he that regardeth the clouds shall not reap." "Who hath measured
the waters in the hollow of His hand ! and Who commandeth the
clouds from above! and Who hath directed the Spirit of the Lord! "
Well, then, we see, beloved, 'tis mine to obey; 'tis His to provide.
S(}-as in the morning of youth and in the evening of old age-God's
servants are to be found obedient to His bidding, simply executing
His co=and, going forth with His message-" Sow in the morn
thy seed, and at evening withhold not thine hand."
All this is very humbling. A blessed, priceless privilege! A high
honour, indeed, that we should be permitted, in however small a way
and unostentatious a manner, to be called to " sow" at all !
I see some faithful servant of his Master, gifted, it may be, with
earthly learning, hidden away in some tiny hamlet, and, as the
world would say, lost upon such a people. All the year round he
labours-a faithful steward-and from pulpit and platform shuns not
to declare the whole counsel of God! And" yet s{}me seed falls by
the wayside, and the fowls come and devour it up; and s{}me falls
upon stony places, where it had not much earth; and forthwith
it sprang up, because it had no deepness of earth; and when
the sun was up, it was scorched; and because it had no root,
it withered away. And s{}me falls among thorns; and the thorns
spring up, and choke it." Is this all, oh weary labourer! Does
Jesus end His parable of the sower here! Nay, hear His own blessed
words for- thine encouragement, for thine obedience, and implicit
childlike faith on Him and His sovereignty. "But other fell into
good ground, and brought forth frnit, some thirty, some sixty, and
some an hundredfold. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear."
And more than His lesson, was not His example of patient, unceasing toil, ever before us in those three and a half years of His earthly
ministry! Was He not always "about His Father's business"?
" As the morning dawned" Jesus is there on the shore. In the burden
and heat of the day, Jesus is going "about doing good "-healing
disease, working miracles, casting out devils, raising the dead,
curing sin-sick souls; and at night He retires to some mountain apart
to pray. It is a comfort to God's dear labouring servants ofttimes
to read that "Jesus, being wearied, sat thus on the well." And,
again, as that little boat tossed up and down from a storm of wind
on the lake, and they were filled with water and were in jeopardy,
Jesus was asleep! 1\.nd when the Master was told of the beheading of
His dear faithful witness and herald, John the Baptist, how He called
His disciples to "come apart into a desert place and rest awhile."
All these truths are comforting to the heart of the Lord's dear labourers
at home and abroad. For Jesus "was compassed with infirmity,"
that He might have compassion and sympathy with His weary servants.
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We sometimes sing with Thomas Mackellar, who, in 1853, wrote that
sweet word of encouragement :Cl

Cl

All unseen the Master walketh,
By His toiling servant's side;
Comfortable words He speaketb,
While His Hands uphold and guide.
Grief, nor pain, nor any Borrow,
Rends thy heart, to Him unknown,
He to·day, and He to-morrow,
Grace sufficient gives His own.

" Holy strivings nerve and strengthen,
Long endurance wins the crown;
When the evening shadows lengthen.
Thou shalt lay thy hurden down."

" Lest ye be weary and faint in your minds," consider Him! Look
off from all circumstances to the God Who controls them; and hear
His voice of encouragement-" Be not weary in well-doing, for in due
season ye shall reap if ye faint not." "Behold," says the Apostle
James, "the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth,
and hath long patience for it until he receive the early and the latter
rain. Be ye also patient, for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh."
Yes, there must needs be "the weary waiting time," ere the
husbandman knoweth of "the joy of harvest." How often does
prayer with us seem as the casting of seed upon the waters! Just
cast, and, for a time, that seems all! Some of the seed is carried away
on the flowing tide-whilst other sinks, and we see it no more! Yet
the seed is not lost. The Eastern sower knew that as he sowed so
would he reap. Much of that seed carried away on the water's surface
might find a lodgment on the banks, and other which sank out of sight
for a time would take deep root, and, as the waters subsided,
be found a fruit-bearing crop. "He that goeth forth and weepeth,
bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing,
bringing his sheaves with him." Jesus said, "Except a corn of
wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone; but if it die, it
bringeth forth much fruit."
And there is resurrection here-a life out of death. Afllictions
also do their sure and fructifying work "afterward." There are
many enemies to the precious seed. But let patience have her perfect
work; and we shall see how necessary were all the cold winds, the
blasting, the seeming cutting-off, the laying low, ere the seed-corn,
thus bruised, came to maturity and perfection. Let us learn from
such Scriptural examples as Moses being put to the back-side of the
desert, and that for forty long years, ere the Lord saw him fit to
deliver His people Israel. Let us learn from David's experience, and
sing his sweet experimental psalms, written as a fugitive, hunted
as a partridge upon the mountains, "as a sparrow alone upon the
housetop," and "forgotten as a dead man out of mini!," more
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than as King of Israel; and many such examples. "Thou winnowest
my path" (margin of Ps. cxx.-ri:x. 3), and it is tills sifting process
that "worketh patience, and patience experience, and experience
hope"; and thus the yielding " afterward of the peaceable fruits of
righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby." The Apostle
Paul addressed his Corinthian brethren as "God's husbandry,"
or tilled land, as the revised version renders it. And this we are.
He takes infiuite pains to bring His fruit to perfection, and it is
His delight to see in the hearts of His children the fruit of His own
hands, the travail of His soul. "He shall see His seed; He shall
prolong His days; and tbe pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His
hands."
A word more. "In the moruing sow thy seed, and in the evening
withhold not thine hand; thou canst not tell which shall prosper, this
or that, or whether both shall be alike good." Mark the terms
used here! This or that or both! Then the Scripture asserts that
all cannot possibly be lost! Oh, what encouragement here to the
labourer! He knows not, but he sows on in faith, counting upon
the Faithful Promiser to keep His own word. He bears the word of
encouragement from his Lord, "Blessed are ye that sow beside all
waters, that send forth thither the feet of the ox and the ass." He
knows that" it is required in stewards that a man be found faithful,"
and that the Rewarder of the labourer has said, "He which soweth
sparingly shall reap sparingly, and he which soweth bountifully shall
reap also bountifully." The eye of faith is fixed upon Him who alone
" can give the increase," though "Paul may plant and Apollos may
water." And it is in faithful obedience and implicit trust that the
divine injunction is heard and fulfilled according to the measure of the
Spirit. "He that hath My word, let him speak My word faithfully.
What is the chaff to the wheat, saith the Lord 1 "
For, after all, where are the minister and his message 1 It is not man,
nor in man, to make the Gospel word successful. Consequences,
results, are with God. And He loves to give His children sweet
surprises and answers, ofttimes where they least expect to see their
desire.
.
" He sends his heralds forth in Jesus' Name,
To publish peace, and pard'ning love proclaim;
Yea. He goes with them and applies His Word.
And makes it life, and health. and joy afford."

And such is the delight of His heart with the sons of men, that He
makes the Word" quick and powerful," applies it by the power of the
Holy Spirit, breathes upon the very dry bones-that they live, and
out of death brings resurrection life, growth, and fruit. Surely, there
can be no higher honour than to be called unto the ministry of proclaiming the Gospel of peace-to sow in the morning the precious seed
of eternal life, and unwearyingly to be at evening withholding not the
hand; keeping the eye fixed upon Him whose word will never " return
unto Him void, but shall accomplish that whereunto He has sent it,"
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but in obedience, though "thou knowest not whether shall prosper,
this or that, or whether they both shall be alike good."
There is the joy of harvest to come! And this and that faithful
servant shall enter into his Lord's joy in that day, when every grain
of the precious wheat is gathered into the heavenly garner, not one
missing. What sweet surprises, it may be, are in store for you, dear
oft-weary labourer, who now see little or no results from your preaching !
Into the heart of many an pne you least expected has dropped the
seed of eternal life; it has lain apparently dormant there; but in the
ordained time it has germinated, sprung up, and brought forth fruit.
Nay, the faithful minister may even have been called to his eternal
rest, and seen it not on earth, but up yonder he shall, as we have said,
enter into the joy of the Lord of the Harvest, Who has not let fall <me'
precious grain for whom He died, and Who shall then see of the travail
of His soul and be satisfied.
May the words written encourage the weakest among us, as well as
the most valiant standard-bearer, to be instant in season, to be ever
occupied at the posts of Hi~ doors, waiting the word of His oommand,
and ready to do His work, and run His errands. "There is that
scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is that withholdeth more
than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty. The liberal sonl shall be made
fat; and he that watereth shall be watered also himself."
What an example of willing service have we in King Hezekiah, who
(2 Chron. xxix.) "in the first year of his reign, in the first month,
openecl the doors of the house of the Lord and repaired ~hem." And
when the number of the consecrated offerings was so great that the
priests were found to be " too few, so that they conld not lIay all the
burnt offerings, wherefore their brethren the Levites did help them,
till the work was ended, and the other priests did sanctify themselves.
. . . And Hezekiah rejoiced, and all the people, that God had prepared
the people; for the thing was done suddenly."
A king ruling on an earthly throne iJl righteousness exalteth a nation;
and a minister of the Gospel, faithful in his stewardship, is given for
the edification and 'frnitfulness of the Church over which he is made
overseer.
And those who can claim to be neither apostles,
prophets, nor teachers, but are content, if grace should put them amongst
the little hidden-away "helps" of the Gospel; those w~o drop a
word for their Master; who deliver a tract in His name; who pray
in secret for some of His litt e ones; who can offer only" the widow's
mite," yet who water all their acts by prayer: these may be confident
of success in sowing, since it is not in them, but in their God, to give
the increase. They are placed in the dark world to shine as " lights
of the world"; they are made as "the salt of the earth," to purify
and permeate around; they are called out as His witnesses and
sent forth as His ambassadors; their message may often be given
under a feeling sense of " woe is me for I am undone, because I am
a man of unclean lips; for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord
of hosts." And their speech may be with " sta=ering tongue and
14
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trembling lip," but they are accepted, not for themselves, but for Him
whom they represent, and they press forward urgently, knowing that
"the King's business requireth haste." Success and victory lie in
Him, and it is therefore His servants' wisdom to seek ever by faith to
obey the Divine command, and leave God to bless His own work. "In
the moruing sow thy seed, and in the eveuing withhold not thine
hand; thou knowest not whether shall prosper this or that, or whether
they both shall be alike for good."
It is related in the life of that remarkable servant of God, John Flavel,
how "on one occasion he preached from these words, 'If any man
love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be anathema maranatha.' "
The discourse was unusually solemn, particularly the explanation of
the words" anathema maranatha-eursed with a curse; cursed of God
with a bitter and grievous curse." At the conclusion of the service,
when Mr. Flavel arose to pronounce the benediction, he paused, and
said, " How shall I bless this whole assembly, when every person in it
who loveth not the Lord Jesus Christ is anathema maranatha ? "
The solemnity of this address deeply affected the audience; and
one gentleman, a person of rank, was so overcome by his feelings
that he fell senseless to the floor. In the congregation was a lad,
named Luke Short, then about fifteen years old, and a native of
Dartmouth. Shortly after the event just narrated he entered into
the seafaring line, and sailed to America, where he passed the rest of
his life; Mr. Short's life was lengthened much beyond the usual term.
When a hundred years old he had sufficient strength to work on his
farm, and his mental faculties were very little impaired. Hitherto
he had lived in carelessness and sin; he was now a sinner a hundred
years old, and apparently ready to " die accursed."
But one day, as he sat in the field, he busied himself on reflecting
on his past life. . Recurring to the events of his youth, his memory
fixed on Mr. Flavel's discourse above alluded to, a considerable part of
which came back to memory. The affectionate earnestness of the
preacher's manner, the important truths which he delivered, and the
effects produced on the congregation, were brought fresh to his mind.
The blessing of God accompanied his meditations, he felt that he had
not " loved the Lord Jesus Christ"; he feared the dreadful "anathema "; conviction was followed by repentance, and at length this
aged sinner obtained peace through" the blood of atonement," and
was" found in the way of righteousness." He joined the Congrega·
tional Church in Middleborough, and to the day of his death, which
took place in his 116th year, gave pleasing evidence of piety. In
this case 85 years passed away after the seed WaS sown before it
" sprang up and brought forth fruit."
" Thou canst not tell "; "Thou knowest not whether shall prosper,"
dear reader; but it is thine to obey the divine injunction to "sow
the seed," and hear His divine approbation-" Blessed are ye that
sow beside all waters," and soon to be called to " enter thou into the
joy of thy Lord."

R.
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"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY 1 "
" The full soul loatheth an honeycomb,. but to the hungry soul every
bitter thing is sweet."-PROV. xxvii. 7.

How many full souls there are now! Full of themselves, full of the
world, full of ambitions, full of the daily cares of life, full of intellectual
pleasures; there is no room for the Word of God, to that Word they
are full of many things contrary. They are fond of philosophy and
vain deceit, full of oppositions, of science falsely so called; they have
no room for the Scriptures, and they do not believe them. There
must be a deep divinely-given appetite to relish the Word of God.
We all know the difference between appetite and no appetite. When
in afRiction we have lost our appetite, we loathe the dainty meat,
and even the bread that perisheth is distasteful to us. When the
appetite returns we have a taste for our natural food. Notice, it
is the full soul that loatheth the honeycomb: that is the life of man
in contradistinction to the flesh.
There is no appetite for the Scriptures in the natural man. The
Scriptures are the inspired Word of God, and are said to be sweeter
than honey and the honeycomb; the natural man receives not the
things of the -Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto hiin, neither
can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.
Through the whole of Scripture the Word is compared to honey
and the droppings of the honeycomb. It is remarkable the analogy
between this portion and the word said to Ezekiel, " Open thy mouth,
and eat that I give thee. And when I looked behold an hand was
sent unto me; and, 10, a roll of a book was therein" (Ezek. ii. 8, 9).
" Then did I eat it, and it was in my mouth as honey for sweetness."
Notice here, the ancient Scriptures were written in roll form. "When
the angel came down from heaven clothed with a cloud; and a rainbow
was upon his head, and his face was as it were the sun, and his feet as
pillars of fire," he had in his hand a little book open (Rev. x. I).
Notice, it is an open book now; this is the age of the open Bible. Three
hundred years ago it was given to us as an open book, with the same
result. Rev. x. 8, " Go and take the little book which is open in the
hand of the angel which standeth upon the sea and upon the earth."
Rev. x. 9, " And I went unto the angel and said unto him, Give me the
little book. And he said unto me, Take it and eat it up; and it shall
make thy belly bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth sweet as honey."
This is the age of the open Bible; since the time when it was
translated into the mother tongue nine million copies of the holy
book have been circulated in all languages by the British and Foreign
Bible Society alone.
When God creates soul-hunger He satisfies the appetite with a relish
for the Word.
The full soul loatheth the honeycomb. Loatheth is a strong word,
but it is not too strong to express the idea of man's distaste for the
Word of God. So said the rebellious people in the wilderness;
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Num. xxi. 5, "Our soul loatheth this light bread." So they loathed
the bread of God which came down from heaven-{)f which manna
was a type.
Neither is it sweet to the taste of the full soul, but to the hungry
soul every bitter thing is sweet; even the bitter sufferings of the Lord
Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, are sweet to the taste.
Even the bitter persecution that attends the Word of Life is sweet
to the taste; the bitterness of true repentance for sin is sweet to the
taste of a converted man; the bitterness which is caused by affliction
that brings us to repentance for our sins is sweet to the taste of the
hungry. Blessed are they which hunger and thirst after righteousness,
for they shall be filled. He sendeth the rich empty away, but the
hungry are filled with good things. We sometimes think that hunger
is a sign of evil and not a token for good. Would we believe the Word
of God? "He satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth the hungry soul
with goodness" (Ps. cvii. 9). It is a great thing to hunger after the
Word of Life. "He suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna
which thou knewest not (Deut. viii. 3), that He might make thee
know that man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word which
proceedeth out of the mouth of God."
How sweet are the words of God, when spoken to the heart. The
voice of God is a powerful voice. We cannot argue about it when it
is spoken home to the heart; it is conclusive. It is the soul-hunger
that is referred to here-not the natural appetite. "Through desire
a man, having separated himself, seeketh and intermeddleth with all
wisdom" (Prov. xviii. 1). It is a God·created desire and relish for
the Word of God.
It is a soul-hunger; a craving desire for the Word of God that
nothing else can satisfy. "Pleasant words are as an honeycomb,
sweet to the soul, and health to the bones" (Prov. xvi. 24). They
strengthen the bones of the spiritual man. Prov. xxiv. 13, 14, "My
son, eat thou honey, because it is good; and the honeycomb, which
is sweet to thy taste: so shall the knowledge of wisdom be unto thy
soul: when thou hast found it, then there shall be a reward, and thy
expectation shall not be cut off." Whatever the critics of the day say,
there is no honey that is sweet to the taste of the child of God but the
Scriptures of Truth. (Prov. xxii. 21, " That I might make thee know the
certainty of the words of truth, that thou mightest answer the words
of truth to them that send unto thee." Whatever the shafts of men
and devils may throw at the Word of God they will be blunted thereon;
the peril is to the sender of the shaft against the bulwarks of truth,
"For ever, 0 Lord, Thy Word is settled in heaven." It is a blessed
thing to have a relish for the Word of Truth.
Those of us who can say, "Thy Word hath quickened me," have
reason to bless the Lord, and say, "Sing praises to God, sing praises:
sing praises unto our King, sing praises. For God is the King of all
the earth: sing ye praises with understanding" (Ps. xlvii. 6, 7) for
this inestimable gift !
MARY.
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THE MYSTERY AND MARROW OF THE BIBLE IN GOD'S
COVENANTS.-No. VIII.
By FRANCIS ROBERTS, ?ItA., 1657, A.D.-Edited by the Rev. J. E.
WALKER, M.A.
(Continued from page 160.)

THE Covenant of Grace (says our author) was not unfolded at once.
Its daybreak was in the promise of the Seed of the woman. It shone
forth more clearly in its successive dispensational revelations until
it ascended to its meridian brightness or perfect day in the New
Covenant. This gradual progress of revelation he ascribes to the
surpassing greatness and excellency of the Covenant itself, in which
so many mysteries meet, and which was a matter too high and transcendent to be revealed at once to fallen man in all its manifold
completeness. Hope, faith, patience were also thus increased. So
the Church in the Canticles breaths out her longings for the Advent
of God, the Eternal Son, as a Song of the Old Dispensation (Cant. i. 1,
cf. also Heb. xi. 13). God also thus gradually advanced the glory of
His excellency to the very highest, every additional unveiling of His
Covenant in Christ augmenting the glory of His free grace, of His love
and mercy to His elect.
.
The disposition (he continues) of this Eternal Covenant is testamentary as well as federal. It is, therefore, called a Testament, and the
Old Testament may be called so as having prophetic relation to Christ
and His death, typically represented under the veil of sacrifices
(Heb. ix. 15--17).The testamentary nature of this Eternal Covenant, as administered
by and through Jesus Christ, the Mediator, will, says our author,
" best appear by the resemblance it has to a man's last Will and Testament, wherein he disposes of his estate, real or personal. There must
be a testator, a final and unalterable disposal of some estate or
inheritance, those persons also to whom such estate or inheritance is
bequeathed in writing, and the ratification of the testament by the
testator's seal attached. Such things are found in this Testamentary
Covenant of Grace. Jesus Christ is the Testator, Who is also the
Mediator and Surety of the Covenant. There is in His Testament a
final and unalterable disposal of the everlasting inheritance. The
legacies and estate bequeathed are the blessings of grace and the
eternal inheritance itself, and all things thereunto belonging (cf.
• Upon the word. in Heb. ix. 16, 17, the reader may consult Delitzach (U 0 ..
the Hebrews," ii. 107). The reply of a young woman, stopped by an armed
dragoon upon her way to a. Communion in the desert during the Covenanting
times, was as sweetly true aB wise: "I am going to hear in the assembled family
what my Elder Brother has left me in His la.st Testament."
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St. John xiv. 27). The disposal is final and unalterable, this being
Christ's last and everlasting Will, which is still to stand in force without
addition, subtraction, or alteration through all eternity. The
posterity to whom this eternal inheritance is bequeathed are the elect
of God, the spiritual seed of Christ, who are made heirs and co-heirs
in Christ. Publication of this Testament has been made by the
written Word, the Holy Scriptures, given to the Church for this end.
The Scriptures are God's testamentary rolls. This Testament was
ratified and sealed by the death of Jesus Christ, the Divine Testator.
Unlike human testators, He lives to execute all its provisions by His·
Spirit.
This Covenant of Grace (says our author) is a mystery. A mystery
is, in the sense of Holy Scripture·, a sacred secret, wonderfully and
divinely hidden and veiled from all but spiritual understandings
(Ps. =v. 14). This Covenant is a comprehensive mystery: a mystery
of mysteries, containing many mysteries folded together in it. So it
is called" the mystery of the Gospel" (Eph. vi. 19); "the mystery
of the faith" (1 Tim. iii. 9); "the mystery of God and of the Father
and of Christ" (Col. ii. 2). Here is described the Person and Office
of Jesus Christ as Mediator, Surety for, and Head of His Body mystical,
and this is called" the great mystery of godliness" (1 Tim. iii. 16).
In one Christ are many mysteries of grace and glory. Here is
discovered and revealed how the Church is uJiited in mystical union
unto Christ; and in Christ to God. This is called a great mystery
(Eph. v. 29-32).
In this Covenant was hidden, until the singular goodwill and mercy
of God to "the Gentiles was revealed in the post-Pentecostal days,
the mystery of their calling. And this was so great a secret, and so
hidden from the Church of the Jews, that the Apostle St_ Paul calls
it." the mystery" (Eph. iii. 3-10). Here also is revealed God's most
gracious purpose to gather together in one all things, both in heaven
and earth, in Christ, the last Adam, as they were shattered and broken
in the first Adam, and this is called "the mystery of God's will
according to His good pleasure, which He hath purposed in Himself "
(Ps. viii. 5--9; Rom. viii. 18-25). Here also are ordained the
administrations of this Dispensation of Grace (1 Cor. iv. 1). Finally,
herein is unveiled the Coming of Christ for His saints and people" Behold I show you a mystery" (1 ·Cor. xv. 51, 52, and 1 Thess. iv.
16, 17). All these mysteries the Covenant contains.
This Covenant of grace and faith is in itself a profound mystery.
What a depth of free grace is found in it-that, when all men by the
first Adam's disobedience had become plunged into sin and death,
yet Christ's seed, as sinful, and as spiritually dead, and as worthless as
any of the rest, should alone be recovered, through the obedience of
Christ, the Last Adam, unto Righteousness and Life; that wretched,
worthless sinners, not of the Jew only but also of the Gentile, who
were" a people not loved," should be so embraced by the Divine love
and eternal mercy as to obtain by grace Christ, the Mercy of mercies,
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and in Christ to obtain righteousness against sin and life against
death! What a depth of power, that dead souls should be quickened,
sinners justified by grace, enmity subdued. and reconciled, extreme
baseness through. the Fall so highly in Christ exalted! What a depth
of justice, that sin should be ruined, and yet the sinner redeemed and,
recovered; that for this He, Who knew no sin, should be "made
sin," and they, who knew nothing but sin, made the very righteousness
of God. Finally; what a depth of wisdom; that Innocency should
be condemned, and guilt absolved; Liberty bO)lnd (St. John xviii. 12,
and cf. the pathetic words of our Lord in St. Luke xxii. 51), and
Captivity released (Zech. ix. ll, 12; Isa. li. 14); that Light, the true
Light of life, should be eclipsed in the midnight of the abandonment,
and darkness enlightened; that Eternal Strength should be weakened
(Ps. xxii. 6) and weakness strengthened (Isa. xlv. 24); that Love
should be hated (Ps. cix. 1, 2), and enmity loved; that Life should
die, and death should live (St. John v. 25; Eph. ii. 1-10). Yea, how
profound this mystery of God's grace and wisdom-that the same
sinners should at once die the death-in the most precious and quickening death of the Surety and Victim of this Everlasting Covenant~
pronounced against disobedience in the Covenant of Works, and 80
God's truth and justice remain inviolate, and yet not die (St. John
xi. 25, 26), but live according to the Covenant of Grace and Faith, and.
so God's eternal election in its everlasting purpose of .Jove and mercy
be confirmed and glorified. Oh, how hath God (cries our devout
author) abounded towards us in all wisdom and prudence in these
mysterious dispensations of grace according to the mystery of His
eternal purpose in the Covenant of Peace through His dear Son!
This blessed Covenant (continues our author) is a supernatural
mystery. There are mysteries in heaven and earth which natural
understanding may discover and comprehend. And there are
mysteries in God, His invisible power and Godhead, His wisdom and
providence, which angels, and even men, may by mere natural light
find out (Rom. i. 19-21). But this mystery of grace-that sinners
in a condition of spiritual death should be in Christ restored to
righteousness and life, and that by a Surety, to Whom their sins should
be imputed, and upon Whom their death should be inflicted, and this
Surety, the God-Man, Jesus Immanuel, Who knew no sin and deserved
no death-that, as the sinner's sins were imputed to, and the sinner's
death inflicted on, Jesus Christ, so His righteousness should through
faith be imputed, and His life of merit and obedience bestowed upon
sinners; and that all this should be ministered in a Covenant of Grace
and Faith when the broken Covenant of Works .knew no place for the
recovery of fallen sinners-this mystery is altogether supernatural.
No light of reason, no understanding of men or angels could hav.e
devised, or even imagined, such a Covenant-salvation as this. It was
ordained before the world in Christ unto our glory, and by its gracious
revelation, outwardly in the Divine Word and inwardly in the Holy
Ghost, we become able to " comprehend the breadth and length, the
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depth and height of the love of Christ, which passeth all knowledge."
Our author continues: "This Covenant is thus all of free grace,
that the riches of the glory of the Divine grace may be displayed, and
that !l0 flesh should glory in His presence, but that he that glorieth
may glory only in the Lord and in the infinite treasures of His lovingkindness and tender mercy." He adds: "Christ is the ancient, the
eternal foundation of this Covenant, its only Mediator, and its precious
Treasure llnd Substance. The Covenant itself is free, sUre, and everlasting: free, because before all works; sure, because in God, and
before all sin; eternal, because before all time. Then he very sweetly
comforts Christ's tried and exercised flesh; God the Father deals
not in this Covenant directly and separately with Christ's seed, or by
themselves alone, for so they are not capable, being in themselves
fallen and sinful, of immediate confederation with God, but He
deals with them in Christ their Mediator, and with Christ their
Surety for them. This is our exceeding privilege. Christ, as He
was in the ship with His disciples when the storm arose, is with them
who are His by the gift of the Father (St. John xvii. 11) in the
Covenant, and they cannot be lost. Though they are foolish, Christ
is wise; though they are weak, Christ is strong; though they are
faithless, Christ is faithful; though they are sinners, Christ, their
Righteousness, is righteous; though they are nothing, Christ is All in
all. Whatsoever, therefore, in them who are Christ's is wanting
is abounding in Him, their Justification and Life, to bear up for them
in Himself one side of this Covenant; as the blessed God the other
for Himself in the riches of His unmerited grace and everlasting favour
(Ps. cvi. 4, 5).
"Finally, Christ is the precious substance of this Covenant. We
cannot behold this Covenant, but there we may discern Jesus Christ
engraven upon every promise, every blessing."
J:n the next paper, reserving much that is said of the Covenant of
'Grace and Faith in his earlier pages for, if God will, later extracts, our
thoughts will follow the gracious meditations of our author to the
Covenant with Noah.
(To be continued.)

CHRIST WITH US.
A

FRAGMENT

FROM
MR.

AN

ADDRESS

DY

THE

LATE

GEORGE MULLER.

LET us seek to enter into this truth. It not merely applies to spiritual
matters, but to all with which we come in contact in the body. If
sickness overtake us, it is all for our blessing and profit; there is no
other end for which God sends it to His children but to do them good
at their latter end. While it lasts it is trying; as men and women we
cannot help feeling it. What are we to do? Tell Jesus, "Lord
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Jesus, Thou seest my pain, my feebleness, my weakness. Be Thou my
Helper, my Physician, wilt Thou help and succour me? Show me
what Thou wilt have me to do, help me habitually to roll my burden
on Thee." What will be the result? We shall see how pitiful the
Lord is. We may have to ask again and again, and wait, but we must
ask Him to give submission meantime.
Some people think life a burden, so do not wish to live. I have no
sympathy with this, for I find life no burden. If we roll our burden on
the Lord, and walk with God, and enter into what the blessed Jesus is
ready to do for us; if we speak to Him, and not only speak to Him,
but put confidence in Him, in the end we shall find that every trial,
without a single exception, has been for blessing, and we shall thank
Him for all His dealings with us.
Another point: the Lord Jesus is with us in our family position.
The difficulties may be many and great; but bring them to Him, tell
Him you do not know how to manage your affairs, and roll them on
the Lord.
Then in your business or profession you are on no account to suppose
that you are able to manage matters. To the end of our earthly
pilgrimage we remain but ignorant ones more or less, weak ones more
or less, nothing in ourselves more or less. But this is only one side:
J ehovah Jesus is with us, provided He come in to be a partner in
our business, trade, or profession, and we turn to Him for help. What
is the result? Peace-and our very business becomes food for our
soul. I say deliberately, after the experience of half a century of the
affairs of this life, to me it is just the same to write a cheque, or to
kneel in prayer, or read the Word, because I do the one to the Lord,
and the other to the Lord, and so the one brings blessing, and the other
brings blessing. Thus travelling on through life, we are happy if we
have Jesus with us in life, not longing to get rid of life, but ready to
serve Him half a century more, or to be taken.
But at last the article of death comes, if the coming of the Lord
Jesus prevent not. But the Lord Jesus will be with us in the article of
death. He was with us in health and strength, He is with us now when
feeble and weak; even if the mental powers are gone, He has not left
us, He has not forsaken us, He passes with us through the valley of the
shadow of death. "Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me." Ah!
to look forward to this death, not a forsaken one, but to have Jesus
with us at our side, to be cheered by Him, so that arm in arm we walk
with Him through the valley of the shadow of death. Oh, the blessedness of such a position!
But if you have not Christ, you are alone, and will be lost, and lost for
ever. See to it now, and then you will have Christ with you in life,
and Christ with you in death. I have had Him with me. For sixty
long happy years I have had Him with me, and I am a happy man.
Oh, the blessedness and happiness of it is unspeakable! Therefore,
seek Him while He may be found, call upon Him while He is near,
that you may be happy for time and for eternity.
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TITLES OF CHRIST IN SCRIPTURE.
By THE REV. E. B. SAMUEL.

MOST of us have, no doubt, noticed that there are many Messianic
names in the Bible by which the Lord Jesus was never called when
on earth, while, on the other h1!-nd, there is no definite prediction in the
whole of the Old Testament that the Name of the Messiah should be
Jesus. This is a difficulty to many Jews; and, perhaps, to many
Gentiles also. A careful consideration of the Messianic prophecies
will, however, convince us that the prophets have adopted a plan
which is far better than the mere foretelling of His Name.
"Jesus," or its Hebrew equivalent" Yeshua," was just an ordiuary
Jewish name, by which many were called in the days of our Lord; a
mark like that would, therefore, have been far too common, as many
others could also on that ground have claimed the Messiahship with
equal right. The prophets, therefore, instead of foretelling His
actual Name, have given Him a great many titles, which, according
to the ancient Scriptural usage, should serve us with so many pictures
of His nature, character, and personality, and provide us with infallible
proofs by which to recognize Him.
It is well known to all students of Scripture that these titles have
remarkable significations, and are meant to be descriptive of the
person they represent, as is, indeed, the case with many names in the
Bible.
MESSIAH.
" Thy throne, 0 God, is for ever and ever, a sceptre of eqnity is the
sceptre of Thy kingdom: Thou lovest righteousness and hatest
wickedness, therefore God, Thy God, hath anointed Thee with the oil
of gladness above Thy fellows" (Ps. xlv. 6, 7).
"From the going forth of the commandment to restore and to
build Jerusalem unto Messiah the Prince shall be seven sevens and
sixty-two sevens . . . and after the sixty-two sevens shall the Messiah
be cut off" (Dan. ix. 25, 26). "Simon Peter answered and said,
Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God" (Matt. xvi. 16).
The title "Christ," or its Hebrew. form "Messiah," is the most
familiar appellation given to our Lord. To trace it fully from its
origin all through Israel's history to the time of the appearing of Him
Who bore that name, would be exceedingly interesting, but is beyond
the limits we havc assigned to ourselves here; we shall, however,
consider it from its etymological standpoint, and compare it with the
use of the term in the Scripture.
Messiah comes from the root" Mashach," to anoint, and means one
anointed.
From very early ages it was the custom to pour oil on certain things
or persons, in order to set them apart, or dedicate them, for special
service. Thus, we are told that when Jacob consecrated a pillar in
co=emoration of God's Presence, Who met with him at Bethel, he
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anointerl it with oil, and vowed a vow that on his return in safety that
spot should become the House of God (Beth-El) where he should
worship Jehovah (Gen. xxviii. 18-22).
The Tabernacle and its furniture were similarly sanctified and set
apart for holy service by the anointing of oil (Exod. xxx. 25-29).
Persons were likewise anointed for holding certain offices in connection with the ministry of Jehovah. There were (1) High Priests, who
were, therefore, called Messiah-the anointed (Lev. iv. 3); (2) Kings,
who were also called by that name (1 Sam. xxiv. 6); (3) Prophets,
who were occasionally anointed, as we learn from 1 Kings xix. 16.
In this sense of being set apart for a special work Abraham'is called
" Messiah ~' (1 Chron. xvi. 22; Ps. cv. 15); so is Cyrus for the same
reason (Isa. xlv. 1). This term is also applied to the whole nation of
Israel (Hab. iii. 13).*
Now it will be seen that the appellation" Messiah" is very suitable
for the Lord Jesus, Who was set apart from all eternity for the most
important and'most holy mission-a mission with which are bound upthe glory of God and the salvation of the human race.
The prophets often speak of Christ as being set apart for a great and'
specific mission. We have a very graphic picture of it in Isa. xlix.,
" Listen, 0 isles, unto me; and hearken, ye people from far: The Lord
hath called me from the womb; from the bowels of my mother hath
He made mention of my name. And He hath made my mouth like a
sharp sword. . . . And now, saith the Lord that formed me from the
womb to be His servant, to bring Jacob again to -Him, that Israel
may be gathered unto Him, and I shall be glorious in the eyes of
Jehovah, and my God shall be my strength. And He said, It is a
light thing that thou shouldest be my servant to raise up the tribes of
J acob, and to restore the preserved of Israel: I will also give Thee for
a light to the nations to be My salvation unto the ends of the earth:"
Here we have a wonderful description of Christ's world-wide mission.
He is ordained from the very beginning, not only to be a' blessing to
one people-the Jews, but also to the isles in the distance, and the peoples
from afar. To restore J acob and gather Israel is but part of the great
work the Christ of God left the highest heaven to accomplish; and,
however important the deliverance of this people is in itself, it sinks
into utter insignificance when compared with the entire scheme of
redemption, which embraces the " great multitude which no man can
number, of all nations, and kindreds, and peoples, and tongues"
(Rev. vii. 9).
.
According to God's plan, He is indeed to be the means of restoration
to the Jews, but also the cause 'Of illumination and salvation to the
Gentile world.
Nor was the mission of Christ to be merely great in extent, it was
'" The particle which is in this last passage translated "with" is here used
in its simplest form as the sign of the accusative, and shows that" thine anointed"
is the object, though a noun is here used as a verb infinitive" to save," arid is
80 rendered by Luther, Gesenius, and the Rabbis.
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also to be vast in beneficence and blessing. The prophet, therefore,
continues, "Thus saith J ehovah, in a time of good will have I heard
Thee, and in a day of salvation have I helped Thee, and I will preserve
Thee, and give Thee for a covenant of the people, to establish the
earth, to cause to inherit the desolate heritages, to say to the prisoners,
Go forth, to those in darkness, Show yourselves. They shall feed in
the ways, and in all high places shall be their pastures. They shall
not hunger nor thirst, neither shall the heat nor sun smite them; for
He that has mercy on them shall lead them; and by the springs of
water shall He guide them."
No wonder that he exclaims after this beautiful vision; "Sing, 0
heavens; and be joyful, 0 earth; break forth into singing, 0 mountains:
for Jehovah hath comforted His people, and He will have mercy upon
His afflicted" (Isa. xlix. 13). Elsewhere the Same prophet declares
in even more vivid terms the benevolent purpose for which Christ was
anointed; it is "to preach good tidings unto the meek . . . to bind
up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release
to the bound ones; to proclaim the year of goodwill of Jehovah, and
the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn; to appoint
for the mourners of Zion, to give them beauty instead of ashes, the oil
of joy instead of mourning, the robe of praise instead of the spirit of
fainting, that they may be called terebinths of righteousness, the
planting of Jehovah, that He might be glorified" (Isa. bi. 1-3).
This momentous work of Christ, which meant the salvation of many
thousands, was accomplished at tremendous cost, and with great
determination, as was forcefully foretold by the prophet: "The Lord
Jehovah hath opened Mine ear, and I was not rebellious, neither
turned I away back. I gave My back to the smiters, and My cheeks
to them that plucked off My hair: I hid not lily face from shame and
spitting. And the Lord Jehovah will help Me; therefore shall I not
be confounded: therefore have I set My face like a flint, and I know
I shall not be ashamed" (Isa. I. i>-7).
However much suffering it involved, Christ said, "Lo I come, in
the scroll of the book it is written of Me, I delight to do Thy will, 0 My
God, yea, Thy law is within Me" (Ps. xl. 7, 8).
Peter, who by special revelation from God was the first to recognize
the Lord Jesus as the Christ (Matt. xvi. 16), was also the first to declare
this sublime truth contained in his confession to the Jewish multitude
who assembled from the whole diaspora at Jerusalem for the Feast of
Pentecost. "Let all the house of Israel know assuredly that GOD
HATH MADE THAT SAME JESUS, WHOM YE HAVE CRUCIFIED, BOTH LORD
AND CHR1ST" (Acts ii. 36). And later on the similar privilege was
given him to be the first to explain this great fact to the Gentile
Cornelius (Acts x. 38). And thus was the Church established upon
the fundamental verity, which the apostle was inspired to declare to
the Lord Jesus in the presence of his fellow-disciples; in both cases
the effects were great.
With regard to the Jews we are told, "Then they that gladly
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received his word were baptized; and the same day there were added
unto them about three thousand souls"; and thus the Church was
formed. In the other case; Cornelius, his kinsmen, and near friends
also received the Holy Ghost and were baptized, so that a nucleus of a
Gentile Christian community was formed.
It is most remarkable to find in Peter's speech (as in all other
addresses by him and Paul) the utter absence of tabulated laws for
the guidance of these new converts. No; he did not give them a code
of laws, as we might have thought necessary, but he unfolded to them
God's plan in the mission of Christ. "How God anointed Jesus of
Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power" (see Acts x. 34-43).
The Holy Ghost and the divine power were His qualifications for the
mighty task He was ordained to accomplish.
The Lord Jesus was furthermore specifically the Messiah-the
Anointed, because in Him were combined all the offices for the holding
of which anointing was necessary.
The prophets, priests, and kings in themselves merely represented
or typified Him Who was eventually to hold these functions perma·
nently and for ever; and Who was to attain their object to the highest
possible degree.
It is for this reason that the term Messiah, which was an appellation
for many, became, strictly speaking, a personal name for the Lord
Jesus, as in Ps. ii. 2; Dan. ix. 25, 26, and especially in the New
Testament.
As Prophet, Christ is the Divine Teacher.
As Priest, He is the Divine Minister.
As Prince, He is the Divine Ruler.
(To be continued.)

MARAH.
ALL our bitterness comes to us from our fallen, depraved nature-the
old man that is corrupt before God, and full of all manner of deceitful
lusts. This constitutes our " Mamh."
U

Here Marah's water fills our cup,
But there all griefs are swallowed up."

"I went out full," said Naomi, "Yes, full of idols, and fond self·
direction," which Mr. Hart calls a shelf, or rock, that many dash
themselves on; yes, full of distrust of His arm as a God of Providence;
full of the thought, "better for us to dwell with idolaters, and get
plenty to eat and drink, than to dwell in the lot of our inheritance in
our own land, Canaan-the land in which J ehovah, the God of truth
and grace, planted us with all His heart and with all His soul."
The bitterness was in her fallen nature, her unbelief and peevishness.
What a slur, then, to charge it on the Almighty, and attribute it to
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His sovereign hand and dealings-" And the Lord hath brought me
home again empty." To be brought home agaiu by Jebovah, and
to be emptied by Him-is that dealing bitterly with sinners ~ His
own elect shall bless Him to all eternity for doing so to them; for
thereby He distinguishes them from the dwellers in idolatrous Moab,
and all those sinners of fallen mankind represented by Moab: "Moab
hath been at ease from his youth, and he hath settled upon his lees,
and hath not been emptied from vessel to vessel, neither hath he
gone into captivity" (see Rom. vii. 23, 24), "therefore his taste (for
earth's vanities and self-righteous ways) remained in him, and his
scent is not changed." He will distingnish His own by emptying
them, by casting them down, by quickening them-no other way to
make them" sick of self and fond of Him."
But the bitterness is in the old will of our Adam-ruined nature,
and the sweetness comes to us of sovereign free grace from Him who
is a Tree of Life to them that find Him, the glorious Wisdom Mediator,'
who
Cl

Dries our tears, relieves our fears,
And bids us uust in Him";

Who stands at the right hand of the poor and needy, to sweeten the
bitter waters of their Marah with the applied word of His grace, as
David found (Ps. cm. 103); and as Mr. Hart found ;le

Makes mercy sweet, salvation great,
And all God's judgments right."

Every sweet, then, we taste, whether a smile in providence, or a
smile in grace, comes to us from Him, whom the famous Erskine loves
to exalt in his sermons and sonnets :" And that thy soul might drink the sweet
Thy Hnsband drank the gall."

And, if I remember aright, good Rutherford somewhere represents
Christ visiting a child of His under a smarting rod and tasting bitter
things, crying" halves!" But Isaiah is very bold, and goes beyond
him, proclaiming Him as bearing and carrying them through all.
Where are now to-day the many bitter things that have fallen to
my lot during the past forty years the Lord hath led me through this
wilderness! "Because thou shalt forget thy misery, and remember
it as waters that pass away; waters forgotten of the foot; they
are dried up, they are gone away from men."
They are the right messengers, and their feet are beautiful upon the
mountains of Zion, who bring good tidings, and who say, like dear
Newton :U

Birkenhead.

Grace reigns to pardon crimson sins,
To melt the hardest hearts;
And from the work it once begins,
It never more departs."

G. A.
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Sermonl5 anll j!l,otfl5 of .$ennonl5.
THE WORK OF FAITH.

By

THE LATE REV.

W. H.

KRAUSE,

M.A.

" Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, rwt as in my presence
only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation
with fear and trembling,. for it is God which worketh in you both to
will and to do of His good pleasure."-PHILIPPIANS ii. 12, 13.

I HOLD it to be of great importance, brethren, that this text should be
brought under the notice of a congregation----{)f great importance
because it is God's Word-of great importance, because man has made
a wrong use of it. I hold it to be most necessary that the class of
texts to which this verse belongs should be examined (I was going to
say) in a controversial point of view.
This passage of God's Word has been greatly misunderstood, and,
perhaps, many in this congregation may have a very incorrect idea as
to its meaning. But this is not all.; this text, and the class of texts
to which I have alluded, have been often pressed into the service of the
advocates of downright error; and such a verse as this has been sometimes lifted up, as a flag, around which all the advocates of human
power and human merit have mustered, in treacherous defiance of the
doctrines of the grace of God.
This passage appears to me to be a deeply interesting one, when taken
in its proper light. It contains, in the first place, a most important
direction as to a Christian's course and a Christian's conduct; and, in
the second place, a most solid encouragement to enable us to bear up
as Christian men, under all our di.fliculties and conflicts.
I hold the subjects which are presented to us in these verses. to be of
too much importance to be passed over lightly. Here is a direction
given to the Lord's people, which r would desire, God helping me, to
bring under your notice practically and usefully; and r would also
desire to show you the great encouragement which God has given to
His people; they are to fight not as uncertainly; they are to know
whose they are, and whom they serve.
r shall not on this occasion enter into all the instruction which is
conveyed in the words of our text; but r shall, in the first place, set
before you what has been their too common, but erroneous interpretation.
Secondly, r shall give you grounds and reasons for altogether rejecting
that interpretation.
Thirdly, I shall briefly open out to you what is the meaning of the
passage.
r shall reserve the further consideration of the instruction and
encouragement to be derived from it till another occasion, if the Lord
permit.
.
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We are to set before you, in the first place, what has been the too
~ommon interpretation of this passage.
If you will look into the works of some of those who have written in
defence of Roman Catholic tenets, you will find that it has been brought
fOl'wardin proof of the doctrine of human power and human merit.
Such persons tell us that the Lord Jesus Christ has something to do in
the work of salvation, but that man has his part also. Other writers,
not professedly Roman Catholic, have enlisted this passage into their
. service, to show that there is an inherent power in man to turn himself
to the Lord, and that there is an inherent power in man to keep himself
after he has turned to the Lord, by this influence, whlch they call
grace-whatever they mean by it-and then they tell us, that man
having had the power of turning himself to the-Lord, and the power of
keeping himself in the ways of the Lord, may, after all, come short of
salvation ;' and, therefore, it has been said that the Apostle Paul writes
to the Philippians, and tells them (if we may paraphrase it in this way),
You are people of great privilege, God has done great things for you,
and I have just been telling you of the amazing condescension 01 the
Lord Jesus Christ, that He humbled Himself, and became obedient
unto death, even the death of the cross, wherefore God, also, hath
highly exalted Him, and given Him a name which is above every name;
and all this being done, now you Philippians strive and labour, work
hard, finish this salvation; take care that it is not all lost, and when
you are working, let it be in a proper spirit, with much fear, and
trembling, and doubting-not like those presumptuous ones who say,
that they are assured of their salvation. And then comes the following
verse, " For it is God which worketh in you, both to will and to do of
His good pleasure," and how that can be made to fit to the other, I
cannot tell.
Now, I have taken the trouble, as far as I could give time to the
search-and a painful search it has been-I have taken the trouble of
looking into the works of some writers upon this passage, not downright Arminian, but Evangelical, as they are called. One of the best
and ablest of them, a man of great learning, expends a great many
pages upon this subject, and I find him giving this advice to Christian
men-" Do you work as hard as you can, as if all depended upon you;
and then do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as if nothing depended
upon you." Now, if I understand that advice which I found not only
in that book, but.in many others, I think it just amounts to this-Do
you try and work out your own salvation, and if we give you half a
dozen ways of working, do you try them all, and if the one do not
succeed, perhaps the other will. It may seem a homely way of speaking, brethren, but it is the only way of treating such a subject, because
I must say I hold it to be most monstrous doctrine, presumptuous as it
may appear to say so in the face of those writers whose praise is in all
the Churches.
Men tell us, Here is the liberal, the enlarged way in which God speaks
in His Word. He sets before you salvation by grace, and salvation by
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works; and not altogether by works, perhaps, but Christ having done
a great deal, you are to do a great deal too; and then by the union of
these two works you are to attain to eternal salvation. You have
heard these things, brethren; I dare say, there are very few of you
who take an interest in the Word of God who have not resorted frequently to commentaries, in order to get a right view of this passage.
Men tell us this is the comprehensive character of the Scriptures;
there is nothing exclusive here; and there is one man-a good man
too-who says, " I can go all lengths with the Arminians, and all lengths
with the Calvinists." One does not like such names, brethren; I
should, for my own part, be sorry to be obliged to bind myself to
believe all the doctrines which Calvin held.
I shall now, in the second place, give you my reasons for denouncing
that which, though men may call me"presumptuous and arrogant, I do'
not hesitate in denouncing as most erroneous teaching; but, brethren,
I must tell you what I have learned from the Book of God, and what I
know is in the Book of God.
The first reason which I would bring forward is that which I have
often urged upon you from this place, namely this, never take a detached
passage of .Scripture to prove a doctrine. When I say this I ought,
perhaps, to qualify it. When you read the Book of Proverbs, that
book which has been denominated a string of pearls, each separate
pearl having its own independent value-when you read that book
you will often find a doctrine, and even more than one doctrine, established in a single verse; but when there is a treatise upon any subject
in the Book of God, I do warn you against detaching a passage
from its context; you ought always to look at the scope of the matter
which the writer had in hand. Now, my first reason is this; and if I
were speaking to a plain man I should say, How do you make these
two verses fit together? Surely if that interpretation which I have
denounced as erroneous be the correct one, what do you make of the
13th verse being appended to it ?
And it does appear to me that it is just in the same way that that
passage in the Epistle of St. J ames has been so often misinterpreted" Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith
only." St. James is not treating at all upon the justification of-a sinner
before God; he is bringing practical instruction before a people who
professed Christianity, he is telling them that mere hollow faith is like
a tinkling cymbal. If he had been treating upon the subject of justification by works, his argument would have been (we speak it with
reverence, because we are speaking of God's Word)-his argument
would have been the most inconclusive argument that ever was, because
how does he prove it? He says, " As it is written, Abraham believed
God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness." Therefore I
think a plain man reading such a passage would at once say, it is quite
evident that the Apostle J ames is not writing upon the subject of the
justification of a sinner before God. And so here the Apostle Paul is
not saying, Strive very hard to work out your own salvation in a spirit
of fear and trembling, for it is God which worketh in you.
15
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.But I shall give you a second reason for rejecting as erroneous the
interpretation to which I have alluded. Dear brethren, it would be a
contradiction of the whole tenor of the Scriptures of God. If you turn
to the Epistle to the ROlllans, which is a treatise upon the way in
which the sinner becollles a partaker of God's great salvation, you will
find that the Apostle plainly declares, in the 4th chapter, that" the law
worketh wrath," and in the 16th verse he says, "Therefore, it is of
faith that it right be by grace, to the end the prolllise Illight be sure
to all the seed." Again, in the 11th chapter, speaking of the Jews, he
~ays that they were not all cast off, that God had in His sovereignty
chosen a relllnant frOIll alllongst that fallen. and rebellious people,
"according to the election of grace." And in the 6th verse of that
chapter he says, " If by grace, then it is no Illore of works; otherwise
grace is. no J;llore grace; but if it be of works, then is it no Illore grace;
otherwise work is no Illore work." And in that lengthened treatise
upQn the salvation of a sinner, the Apostle argues thus, that works
cannot save a man, that it is by simply believing the record which .God
has .given concerning His Son, that the soul becomes partaker of that
great salvation which J ehovah, Father, Son, and Spirit, planned before
the world was, which God laid up in the everlasting Covenant for that
people whom He had chosen in Christ before the foundation of the
world-who were given to Christ-whom He did save, and with .whose
spirits the Holy Ghost bears witness that they are the children of God.
Therefore we say, if this passage were rightly interpreted by those who
say that the Apostle meant that we must work for our salvation, it
would contradict the whole tenor of the Scriptures of God. Salvation
is' by the Lord Jesus Christ. alone, "In Whom we have redemption
through His blood" (a glorio~s salvation this), "even the forgiveness
of sin." Salvation is of grace, "not of works, lest any man should
boast." And you know that every system which presents salvation
by works has boasting enough in it.
And, again, this cannot be the right interpretation of the passage,
because, if it were, it would contradict all those passages of Scripture
which show that even in the man who has the earnest and seal to his
soul of this salvation, even in him all spiritual life is maintained, not
by his own perseverance, or his own strength, or his own anything, but
solely.by the Holy Ghost, Who dwells in him; and so great a work is it
to keep the sinner in the narrow road which leadeth unto life, that the
Apostle Peter tells us that God's people are" kept by the power. of God
through faith unto salvation."
And again, if this were the right interpretation of the passage, it
would contradict those Scriptures which tell the man of God that
instead of going on his way in doubt and uncertainty, he should rejoice
in the Lord alway; and instead of throwing a cloud or dark shadow of
a doubt across their Christian course, the Apostle opens his Epistle to
his Philippian ~rethren with these words, " Being confident of this very
thing, that He which hath begun a good work in you will perform it
until the day of Jesus Christ."
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Now, these are some of the reasons, brethren, why I must denounce
this interpretation of the passage, but I shall give you another reason.
I would rather that a man would come forward with his Bible in his
hand and say, It teaches salvation by works from beginning to end;
I say I would rather that a man should come forward with the most
downright, positive, and absolute error, than that he should tell me that
the Bible teaches all this in one page, and all that in the other. I cannot
bear such a view; I do think it is the greatest insult that was ever done
to the Word of God. If a man says that he sees in the Scriptures one
uniform teaching, though that teaching may be downright error, I do
not think that he insults the Word of God so much as the man who
tells me that the Scriptures teach this, and teach that, though these
two may be decidedly contrary the one to the other.
.
I could give you other arguments, brethren, but I know I am
addressing a great many in this congregation who are acquainted
with the Scriptures, and who know how to handle this subject.
I said that I would give you what I believe to be the right meaning
of the passage. And now I am going to act on the principle on which
I want you to act when you read your Bibles. If this Epistle to the
Philippians contained only these two verses, I should say they were
very perplexing; but I should still say, whatever interpretation men
may put upon them, I cannot admit of that which would militate
against the rest of God's Word; but we· bless God that these two
verses do not. stand as the whole of the Epistle to the Philippians. I
would ask you, brethren, when you return to your homes, to read over
this epistle, just taking the heads which I am going to give you as certain
points on which your minds are to rest as opening out the character of
the people whom the Apostle addressed, their condition, and the
circumstances in which they were placed; the temptations to which
they were exposed, the faults which they had committed, and the
fears which pressed upon their minds.
I want you to mark the character of the people whom the Apostle
addressed. They were saints-they were servants of God. This
Epistle was addressed to them as such. I did like much the illustration
which was given in a plain way, by my dear brother, on Sabbath
evening last, when he said we should always look at the address on the
back of a letter before we would appropriate to ourselves the contents
of that letter. Now the people to whom the Apostle addressed this
Epistle were saints, of whose salvation he had no doubt whatever;
he says he was "confident of this very thing, that God, which had
begun a good work in them, would perform it until the day of Jesus
Christ."
Well, as to the circumstances of these people when the Apostle wrote
his Epistle. They seem to have been under great pressure, and they
seem to have been clinging very closely to the Apostle Paul. And
when you read, as you do, in the 14th of Acts, of the Apostle's first
introduction amongst that people; when you remember the case of
Lydia, and of the Philippian jailor, you will see how closely that Church
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must have been bound to him, and how closely he must have been
bound to that Church. So that we do not wonder when we find him
saying, "I thank my God, upon every remembrance of you." 'Ve do
not wonder when we find him speaking of them as a people between
whom and himself there had subsisted the closest bond of affection.
And it was most natural (was it not 1) that they should lean upon him,
the first man who had planted the standard of the Gospel amongst
them.
Now, mark what he says in the 1st chapter; he tells them of the
sUfferings which he was enduring; he tells them that he was in Rome,
and that he 'was a prisoner there; he tells them that he was longing to
get away from these things; he says, "I am in a strait betwixt two,
having a desire to depart and to be with Christ, which is far better."
But mark what he adds in the 24th verse: "Nevertheless, to abi,de in
the flesh is more needful for you." Well, when we have got this little
clue as to the condition of these people, when we have learned how
closely they were clinging to the Apostle Paul, we goon a little farther,
and we find him saying, '"And having this confidence, I know that
I shall abide and continue with you all, for your furtherance and joy
of faith." He seemed to know that they wanted him, that they felt
as though they could not do without him; and so he adds, " That your
rejoicing may be more abundant in Jesus Christ for me, by my coming
to you again. Only let your conversation be as it becometh the Gospel
of Christ: that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may
hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit; with one mind
striving together for the faith of the Gospel." Now, mark the 28th
verse, " And in nothing terrified by your adversaries." You see what
were their trials-" In nothing terrified by your adversaries, which is
to them an evident token of perdition, but to you of salvation and that
of God." Observe how he writes to these people; he saw no doubt, or
chance, or uncertainty in the matter of their salvation. The very
persecution which they endured, whilst it branded the men who persecuted them as being the enemies of the Lord, was to them, " an evident
token of salvation, and that of God." Then he tells them, " Unto you
it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on Him, but also
to suffer for His sake."
Having said,this, he goes on to warn them against certain faults
which they had committed; even amongst these- Christian men there
seemed to be strivings and envyings, little warrings and jarrings, one
spirit grating against another. And, oh, brethren, one could wish
that all this had died away with that Philippian Church. Believe me,
there is something of the same spirit even amongst the professing
Christians of the present day. The Lord pardon His people in this
thing.
- I would now take you to the second chapter of this Epistle. In the
19th verse we find the Apostle saying, " I trust in the Lord Jesus to
send Timotheus shortly unto you, that I also may be of good comfort
when I know your state." Then he tells them what a valuable man
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this was-" I have no man like-minded, who will naturally care for
your state."-" Ye know the proof of him, that as a son with the father,
he hath served with me in the Gospel." Again, he adds, " But I trust
in the Lord that I also myself shall come shortly" ; but he says, in the
meantime, "I supposed it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my
brother and companion in labour and fellow-soldier, but your messenger,
and he that ministered to my wants." See how much he felt that these
people wanted help. He tells them that this man had been sick, nigh
unto death, but that God had in great mercy raised him up again; and
then he says, "I sent him, therefore, the more carefully, that when ye
see him again, ye may rejoice, and that I may be the less sorrowful."
Now, brethren, just one or two passages from the 4th chapter. I
want you to see what was the condition of the Philippian Church at
that time. In that 4th chapter the Apostle says that he beseeches
certain people that they be of the same mind in the Lord. Again, he
tells them, "Rejoice in the Lord alway; and again I say rejoice."
And mark, this is said to the very people who are commanded to work
out their own salvation with fear and trembling, as if (as men would
tell us) they were to be afraid of losing it after all. Again he says,
"Let your moderation," or still and qniet calmness of mind, "be
known unto all men: the Lord is at hand." Now, I take this to mean
precisely what this 13th verse means, " It is God which worketh in you,
both to will and to do of His good pleasure." The Lord is near you,
the Lord is always with you, show what your moderation is. You need
not be afraid of being left alone. They thought they were left alone,
and so he says, " The Lord is at hand." He then tells them that the
Lord would do what is best for them, and he adds, "Be careful for
nothing, but in everything, by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known unto God." He tells them
again, "Those things which ye have both learned, and received, and
heard, and seen in me, do; and the God of peace shall be with you."
And after all, he says, in the 19th verse, " My God shall supply all your
need, according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus."
I have been obliged, brethren, to take up a good deal of your time in
going over these passages. We have seen, in the first place, that the
people whom the Apostle addressed were saints, or believing men, of
whose salvation he had not the least doubt; they were a people who
seemed to be in great trial, enduring mnch persecution for the truth's
sake; they were very much alarmed, and they needed support and
guidance. And, moreover, there were some faults which existed
amongst them, to which the Apostle alludes. Now, if I were to do
what I do not like; if I were to give a paraphrase of God's blessed
Word, I should say that the idea which was in the Apostle's mind,
when he addressed the Philippian Church in the words of our text,
seems to have been this-You have been leaning on him who first
plan ted the Gospel amongst you; you are a tried, a weak, a trembling
people, often terrified by your adversaries; evils have arisen amongst
you, there are little jarrings and strivings; and these things ought not
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so to be. I shall come to you as soon as I can; I shall send Timotheus
to you as soon as I can; I have sent to you Epaphroditus; but do not
lean' on Paul; do not lean on Timothy; do not lean on Epaphroditus ;
do not lean on any of us, " work out your own salvation ".; as much as
to say to them, Do you go upon your Christian course. A very beautiful
translation of the Bible into French bas rendered the passage ·thus"Employ yourselves about the things of your salvation." You
cannot have me always with you; I do not want to have you always in
leading-strings; you must go on your way by yourselves, whether I
am present with you, or whether I am absent from you. Employ
yourselves on your Christian course as to things temporal, and as to
things spiritual; do not be striving, be of one mind in the Lord; live
in peace; do not spend your time, as people are too apt to do, in minding
the concerns of others, and in forming unkind judgments of others.
Do you, each one of you, walk in your own path of salvation, with fear
and trembling, not in a spirit of doubt and uncertainty, as if you were
afraid that you should after all perish, but with great humility, and
with'a sense of your own utter weakJ;less; with great diffidence, not as
to God, but with great diffidence as to yourselves,. for it is not Paul, it
is not Timothy, it is not Epaphroditus that worketh in you; "It is
God which worketh in you, both to will and to do of His good pleasure."
Now, brethren, I have sketched out what I believe to be the meaning
of this passage, and if the Lord permit, we shall on another occasion
open out to you what a vast amount of instruction is contained in this
direction; we shall show you that it tells a good deal upon the experience of some who are present; and then we shall endeavour'to show
you what great encouragement is here set· before the Lord's people;
that whatever their difficulties may be, they ate not to lean upon an
arm of flesh, but they are to remember' that " It is God which worketh
in them, both to will and to do of His good pleasure."
Dear brethren, let me give you one little word of advice before we
conclude. "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, in all wisdom."
If I speak to the servants of God, those who know the Scriptures, I
would say to them, Fasten on the precious truths of God's Word.; let
them be very precious to your souls, and then if your minds are established in the doctrines of Christ, if you have learned that salvation
from first to last is not in man, but that it is the work of our Covenant
J ehovah, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, I tell you, all the suggestions
of men and all their erroneous views and interpretations of passages of
Scripture will never move you. And, brethren, I warn you against the
man or the book that would tell 'you that God's Word teaches two
conflicting doctrines. It either teaches one thing or another. Therefore, when you meet with a difficult passage you are not to say this
conflicts with another portion of God's Word, and God is contrary to
Himself; but you have to see what the whole tenor of Scripture is upon
the subject; and then you are to say, .that cannot be the right interpretation which militates against the rest of God's Word, but you must
try to get at its proper meaning. How 1 By studying the context
in which the passage stands.
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There are men who will tell you there are great mysteries in the Word
of God, and they will ask .you, perhaps, how do you reconcile these two
things-man's free agency, and God's predestination and election?
Now, when men tell you that these two things are in the Word of God,
and that they cannot be reconciled (which I most distinctly deny), you
ought to examine for yourselves what the Word of God says upon these
subjects, and you will there learn that man as a free agent is a fallen
creature, and opposed to God; so that the' Lord Jesus Christ has said,
" Ye will not come unto Me that ye might have life," Why, this was
telling man that his whole bias is wrong; that he is God's enemy;
that he goes contrary to God. There is not a passage of ScriptUre
which tells us that there is any power in the natural man to tutn to God.
Before a man can turn to God he must have a new will; his old will
is under that necessity of his fallen nature, it will ever lead him wrong;
therefore Scripture tells us, "If any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature." "The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of
God, for they are foolishness unto him, neifuer can he know them,
because they are spiritually discerned." The Scripture teaches us
that man must have this new will, this new nature, before he'can turn
to God; therefore, we do not want to reconcile these two things.' We
say that the grace, and the sovereignty, and the election, and the predestination of God are not to be reconciled with the fallen will of man;
but they' are to be reconciled, and they are in harmony, with the new
nature, which is part of the purpose of God.
Now, mark one thing more; I just leave this observation with you,
and ask you to think of it. All mystery, as applied to the things of
God, is in the thing itself. The mystery is not the revelation; the
revelation is opposed to mystery. Now, when God reveals a thing to
us there is no mystery in the revelation. Surely there is no mystery
in this; God tells us, here is a fallen creature; he hates Me, he turns
away from Me, he will not come to Me; but I give him a new nature,
and then he comes to Me; I make the dead man to live; I make the
blind man to see; I make his hard heart soft; and then I speak to him
as Mv child; I tell him to do this, or to do that, wlllch shall evidence
to the world around him that he is Mine.
Now, dear brethren, we just ask you to carry away with you that
precious truth which has been brought before you incidentally this day:
that the salvation of God's people is God's work from beginning to end.
A blessed truth this for you, sinner! That salvation is not by your
own works, but through the Lord Jesus Christ alone. We should speak
to you of mournful tidings if we were to tell you of salvation glorious
and eternal, of a kingdom, of a crown of glory everlasting, which you
should possess if you would only work enough. Instead of this, we
proclaim to you a salvation full, free, finished, everlasting, wrought
out by the Lord Jesus Christ-" Neither is there salvation in any other.;
for there is none other name under heaven given amongst men whereby
we must be saved." .
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THE FIRST SABBATH.

LET us consider what is th~ first entrance of a believer into rest. There
is no rest during the time of conviction of sin. Those who have passed
through that sea of trial know how troubled are its waters; where one
wave of the wrath of God followeth another, where deep calleth unto
deep at the noise of the waterspouts, they know full well how far they
were then from rest, and how it seemed to them, while tossing there,
as if they sbould never come to a haven of peace. Nay, there is no
rest for the so)11 in those days. There was no rest for the prodigal
son in the long and weary journey which he took from the far country
where he had sojourned, to his father's house. There was no rest at
the roadside inn; and we can fancy how he toiled on, and could not
stop, till; ready to sink, he reached .the threshold of his home. It was
when he threw himself into his father's arms that he first found rest.
And so with the weary child of God: he toileth on for long months
or years, till, in the day of justification, when the blood of Jesus is
sprinkled on the conscience, when the best robe is cast over him, and
the word is spoken, "Son, thy· sins are forgiven! " there is rest, and,
for the first time, the peace which passeth understanding is realised.
Then is kept the First Sabbath in a Christian's life. Let us contemplate a little this rest, this quietude of the soul. All our Sabbathkeeping must begin with this first knowledge and enjoyment of spiritual
rest. There is, as I have said, a long, ·long struggle before a man is
brought really and wholly to give up the hope of being his own saviour;
it takes a great while to learn this lesson. "It costs more to redeem" a
soul than man can ever pay! Job learned it in bitter sufiering. It is
the work of the Law to bring about this despair of self-redemption;
every time the Spirit cbarges it spiritually upon the conscience, the
man's hope of keeping it for life is shaken,. but in a little while the
restless natural mind, which cannot be brought to submit to God, rises
again, and tries to bring some new obedience, some fresh righteousness of its own to satisfy its requirements; and God has again and
again to show that it is all-faulty and meritless, and will not avail.
The hope of keeping the Law is proved vain a thousand times: the
morning dawns, bright with resolutions-the evening sees them all
lying broken; and all the while there is no rest,. no, there is no sense
of security, for the sinner knows that he dares not be at peace. But,
blessed be the Spirit-Teacher of such troubled ones, at length, under
His instruction, there comes a day when the case appears too desperate
for human remedy, when the last hope of weathering the storm is
given up; when a total despair of ever being able to satisfy God's
justice takes possession of the mind, and the whole man is broken
down, prostrate before t}e Judge of the world.
Then it is that the vision of rest is near; then it is that a voice is
heard above the billows, saying, "Come unto Me, and I will give you
rest."
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In that desperate hour of ruin, God's salvation is made known; it is
in that tempest that Christ rises from His sleep, and rebukes the winds
and waves, so that there is a great calm. God shows to man His
righteousness-the righteousness of the Eternal Lawgiver; its perfection, its faultlessness, its self-sufficiency. He reveals the blood of
Christ in its priceless efficacy, its infinite merit as cleansing from all
creature sin; and there is a glory and a beauty in the revelation which
contents the soul. The weary one sees that he has spent his strength
for nought, and for very vanity laboured; and, bowing down before
God, he submits to take Christ for his perfect Saviour. He is satisfied
with His work, and filled with His salvation; he sees that nothing can
be added thereto, and he is at rest. Being iustified, he is at peace with
God. What a Sabbath then dawns upon the soul-what a holy rest
is known! Then does the believer indeed stand upon that sea of
glass, clear as crystal, from its perfect stillness: looking down into that
transparent ocean he can see his sins in their distinctness, and yet can
feel-that they are beneath his feet, never to rise up again; and he can
say with joy, "Thou, 0 God, hast cast all my sins into the depth of
the sea!" Most precious rest! If it lasted it would bring heaven
down to earth and make the Christian a living oracle of God; but
though the substance of what is seen in the hour of justification can
never be lost, the freshness of the vision fades away.
See then one great reason, among others, why God gave the Sabbath
to His Church. It was to be a "perpetual memorial" of this day
throughout a Christian's -lifetime. It was to remind our too forgetful
hearts of this time of love, when first we entered the rest of Christ.
Now, if we turn to the Epistle to the Hehrews we shall find all this
brought comprehensively and blessedly before us. May God give us
understanding hearts to know the contents of the third and fourth
chapters.
The apostle is exhorting the suffering Hebrews to "hold fast the
confidence and the rejoicing of their hope firm unto the end"; and he
refers to the dealings of God with their fathers in the wilderness,
showing how they failed of an entrance into the temporal rest of the
land of Canaan.
From this he takes occasion to warn them lest through an evil heart
of unbelief they should fail of the rest of Christ, prepared for and
given unto the people of God on earth. The apostle did not fear their
coming short of the rest of heaven-he knew that was secured to them;
but he dreaded lest their unbelief should hinder and break in upon
their present rest in the love of Christ. " L~t us fear," he says, "lest
a promise being given us of entering into His rest, any of you should
seem to come short of it. For unto us was the Gospel preached," etc.
It is, then, the Gospel rest of which the apostle is treating. "We which
have believed do enter into rest," he says again. It is not a future
thing, it is not that we shall enter into the rest of the redeemed hereafter, but" to-day" those that are justified through the faith of Christ,
who have received the atonement, and been satisfied with it, have rest.
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This is the Sabbath of the Christian Church. It is a vision of Christ as
sitting on the right hand of the Father, resting from His redemption
work, which enables the believer to rest in perfect security. For mark
these words: "If they shall enter into My rest." Here the mind is
led back to the first Sabbath-keeping of the Elohim. "He spake of
the seventh day on this wise, God did rest the seventh day from all
His works"; and we learn how even on this first rest-day God would
speak to us of the spiritual rest into which we are to enter by faith.
Yea, although the works were finished from the foundation of the
world, it is still said, "If they shall enter into 111y rest"; and after
the wilderness dispensation had passed away, and the promised land
was reached, yet again in David's time it is said, " To-day if ye will
hear His voice, harden not your hearts," etc.; clearly showing that a
more perfect rest is signified than that of Canaan. "For," it is said
in the 8th verse, "if Jesus had given them rest, then would He not
afterwards have spoken of another day." If the only rest meant was
the land of promise, then, after Joshua had led them in, God would
not have spoken stiU the same words: "There remaineth theretore a
rest," a Sabbatisnms, " for the people of God." Now, mark well Paul's
description of this rest. He says: "For he that hath entered into his
rest" (that is, by death), "he hath also ceased from his own works as
God did from His." To enter into this rest, Christian, you must cease
as completely from your own works, as works of merit, as a dead man
has ceased from all works of worldly business. Yea, cease as God did
when He rested from His great work of creation-as Christ did when
He rested from His loving work of redemption.
Ye, then, who wonld indeed keep the Sabbath rest, ponder this
chapter, until you know that which the apostle describes here, as the
ceasing from your own works, to anchor only and alone upon the work
of Him who redeemed Israel. You may mark the return of the seventh
day by going up to the place where God is worshipped, and you may
honour it by natural rest, but you can know no Sabbath-your troubled
hearts can find no quietness. Is it not so 1 If you are not yet brought
to be satisfied with Christ's righteousness, will you not bear me witness
that the Lord's Day brings no refreshing peace to you 1 I do not say
that you are not God's children; far from that. If the conviction of
sin has roused you from your death-like sleep, and shown you your
insecurity, a rest is assuredly prepared for you, and blessed is your
state; but I do say that you will never, never be at peace till you are
content to come to Christ without one work of your own, to be justified
freely through the redemption that is in Him. All the ministration of
the Law, under which you walk, is to bring you to His rest; day by day
you read its sentence against your best services, your holiest duties.
And at length your eyes shall turn in desperation and dying agony to
the uplifted cross and to Him that hangeth thereon, and you shall say,
as He said, " It is finished." So shall you enter into rest.
But if this has already been your experience, and now, being justified,
you have peace with God, then come and keep the seventh day of rest;
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to you God has given the Sabbath as a perpetual festival, to shadow
forth this heavenly reality. It is to the Christian Church what the
feast of the Passover was to the Jews-a day of remembrance upon
which they were to celebrate their deliverance from Egypt. "It shall
be to you for a memorial throughout your generations." So the
Sabbath is to be an everlasting sign between you and God that shall
not be cut ofi-a sign that you are at peace; that God has no controversy with you; that He is resting in His love towards you; and
that you are resting in the sufficiency of His work for you.
Say not that you do not need these commemorative festivals.
God knew our legal hearts better than we do; He saw how soon
we should cling again to the old hope of living by the Law, forgetting that we had been married unto another-Christ, the heavenly
bridegroom.
May we know more of the rest which this Sabbath shadows forth to
us! May we-at least one day in seven, if not oftener-obtain an
entrance into the holiest of all, and hear the voice of Him Who pleadeth
there, saying, " I have finished the work which Thou gavest Me to do."
I fear too many among us do indeed seem to come short of the promise,
" They shall enter into rest."
- How few, how very few of our fifty-two Sundays in a year are
Sabbaths -to us! But here -and there it happeneth to us, as it did to
John in Patmos, that we are in the Spirit on the Lord's Day, and 80
we learn what it is to keep a Sabbath unto God.
How inadequate are words to express all the fulness of this rest!
Above all, this rest is a rest in the Lord. It is an everlasting satisfaction in what He has done for you, and what He means to do with you.
It is to go in with David to sit before the Lord; it is to lie down in green
pastures, by the waters of comfort; it is to hide in the secret places of
the stairs; it is to enter that chariot whose pillars are of silver, and
whose bottom is of gold, and whose curtains are of purple, and which
is paved with love for the daughters of Jerusalem; it is to drink that
new wine which goeth down sweetly, causing the lips of-those who are
asleep to speak. All imagery fails to express what is the true Sabbath
rest; even the glowing language of the love song leaves it untold. But
that which cannot be uttered may be known; and my prayer is, that
you may 80 experience the blessedness of this rest, as to make you feel
the insufficiency of my powers to set it forth. And if this paper leads
us to glorify this rest, to consider whether we have ever realised it,
and to long for it, seek it, plead for it more earnestly, I shall not write
in vain.-From " THE PROTOPLAST."

o YE sons of Adam,

ye covetous generations, what have ye to do
with earthly riches, which are neither true nor yours 1 Gold and silver
are real earth, red and white, which only the error of man makes; or
rather reputes, precious. In short, if they be yours, carry them with
you.-Francis Quarles.
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IN LOVING MEMORY.-MRS. E. POOL.
AGAIN it falls to our sorrowful lot to take up the obituary pen, and to
record the loss of another venerable reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
It is necessarily a special feature in a publication, the origin of which
dates back 140 years, to chronicle the home-going of aged supporters of
its principles and objects. This fact, however, only adds weight to
the grief of losing pilgrim fellowship with our beloved ones in the Lord.
During the past month two of our venerated readers-both considerably upwards of 80 years of age-responded to the heavenly call,
and passed into the presence of the King, one of whom was Mrs.
Elizabeth Pool, widow of the late 1tfr. Francis Pool, of Wilmslow,
Cheshire, and mother of our beloved friend and sister in the Lord, who,
during dear Dr. Doudney's editorship and our own, has contributed
to this Magazine numerous spiritual contributions, under the pen·name
of "Nettie." Our personal acquaintance with the late Mrs. Pool extended over a long period, and we cherish a tender remembrance of her
singularly gracious character. The meek and lowly mind" which was
in Christ Jesus" dwelt richly in this true" mother in Israel," and no
one could be long in her company without feeling the potent infiuence
of her Christ-like humility. The following brief sketch and appreciation of dear Mrs. Pool appeared in a Harborne newspaper on the
occasion of her departure :"The deceased lady was born at Oldham, near Manchester, on
November 7th, 1821, and was thus in her 86th year. She married in
1851 Mr. Francis Pool, of Wilmslow, Cheshire, a gentleman whose
Christian character and sympathy with the poor is still a cherished
memory. There were two daughters of the marriage. The younger
died at an early age, in 1882, and six years later Mr. Pool passed away.
Mrs. Pool, who was greatly esteemed in Wilmslow, removed to Harborne
in 1894, and in the twelve years she resided here she endeared herself
to all with whom she came in contact. She was a constant attendant
at St. John's Church as long as her health permitted, and when laid
aside was always keenly interested in its welfare. Of a sweet and gentle
disposition, she was most conscientious and unselfish in all she did, and
accomplished a vast amount of good in a quiet, unostentatious way.
Among the many charities which had her sympathy and support we
may mention Dr. Barnardo's Homes, the Birds' Nest, Dublin, the
Mission to Deep Sea Fishermen, and the late Mrs. Spurgeon's help to
ministers. Never very strong, her health was greatly enfeebled by an
attack of influenza three years ago. So late as Sunday week she was
apparently in her usual health. In the forenoon, however, she was
taken with infiuenza again, and after a week's illness passed peacefully
away early on Sunday morning. The interment took place i¥ the
family grave at Wilmslow, Cheshire, on Thursday, March 17th, the Ven.
R. J. Noyes (Vicar of St. John's) officiating."
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Thus one more of the elect, blood-bought flock of Christ has entered
into the joy of her beloved Lord. Sovereign grace enabled her to
" adorn" a long life of obedience and faith, and we see her peaceful,
glowing countenance on earth no more. It is well. "Himself hath
done it." To dear Miss Pool, who, shortly after attending morning
service at Mary-Ie-port Church on March 3rd, was most unexpectedly
summoned by telegraph to her mother's bedside, we offer an expression
of deepest sympathy, with an assurance of the prayers of both the many
readers and the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. The words of the
Lord Jesus supply the only true consolation in this sorrow-" I am the
resurrection and the life."
MAN'S NEW THEOLOGY.*
THE old theology-God's own theology-makes much of the blood of
the cross. The revealed doctrine of the shedding of blood for the
remission of sins goes back to the date of the Fall. !fhe religion of
Cain, "who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother," was a
religion which denied the necessity of atoning blood. This simple fact
differentiated the faith of Cain from that of Abel. The same line of
cleavage to-day separates the revealed truth of God from the" vain
doctrines" invented by the self-will of man. The blood of Christ is the
touchstone by which all theology must be tried. The" preciousness"
of that blood in the estimation of the soul affords the most reliable
experimental evidence of personal salvation. Further, the preciousness of the blood of the Lamb is precisely in proportion as sin is felt to
be" exceeding sinful," and is estimated in the light of the wrath of God
as it was exhibited on Calvary. Not a single drop of Divine mercy
tempered the bitterness of the cup of holy wrath which Jesus drank
off even to the dregs, when He bowed His head on the cross and
declared "It is finished!" His meritorious, vicarious death thus
meets the fullest needs of penitent, believing sinners, who are justified
freely by God's grace, "through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus." Of course, to minds that have never been enlightened by the
Spirit and the Word the suitability and sufficiency of the expiation of
the cross have no attraction. The death of the,sinless One remains an
unsolved mystery. Satan easily succeeds, therefore, in persuading
men to belittle the great truths of the death and resurrection of Christ,
to trample under foot the Son of God, and to count the blood of the
Covenant an unholy thing. Oh, solemn thought !-of how much
sorer judgment than that which was meted out to such as despised
Moses' Law must they be worthy that do despite unto the Spirit of
Grace, Who testifies to Christ and bears witness to the unsearchable
riches of His Gospel!
The perils of the last days, brethren, are already with us, and the
* This article, reprinted from the English Church?17,an, may be had in tract
form from Samuel ArncId, 74, Strand, London, w.e., price Sixpence per
dozen, or 35. per 100.

238

The Gospel Magazine

security of the souls of the faithful is found alone in personal union with
Christ, crucified and glorified. To be "quickened together" with the
Risen One is to possess a life at once divine and everlasting. The
devices of the devil and.his angels to draw away the redeemed of the
Lord from their steadfastness in Him and from the simplicity of their
faith in His once-offered sacrifice for sin, will not prevail, for He has
declared that no one shall ever be able to pluck them out of His hand.
" If it were possible," He has foretold, spiritual seducers would" deceive
the very elect," but the feet of the saints are" kept" by His almighty
power, and His wayfaring people, though accounted "~ools" by the
wise of this world, " shall not err" or be misled from the holy paths of
revealed truth. With" cunning craftiness" men of corrupt minds,
who" lie in wait to deceive," may, perhaps, overthrow the temporary
faith of some; but where" the root of the matter" has been planted
in the heart by the Holy Ghost Himself, the forces of hell can never
prevail to pluck it up. The counsels of God's will are absolutely irreversible. They are founded on principles of eternal righteousness.
His Word is settled for ever in heaven, and the "newest" of all
twentieth century "theologies" is impotent to disturb even a jot or
a tittle of it. A bound is set to the "oppositions of science falsely
so-called" by an almighty fiat, and a day is nearing when that which
is written of Pharaoh's sorcerers shall be re-enacted on a vastly larger
scale. "Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these
men resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the
Faith. But they shall proceed no farther; for their folly shall be
manifest unto all men, as theirs also was." Soul-shipwreck is the
certain outcome of faith-shipwreck. The wreckers of the faith of others
must experience the ruin of their own souls. "If the blind lead the
blind, both shall fall into the ditch." Those are words which once
passed the lips of Him Who cannot lie, and their fulfilment in the last
great day, when the secrets of all hearts shall be revealed, is as certain as
the fact that" the Lord liveth." The" angels" of earth's Churches
may, like stars, fall from the ecclesiastical heavens, and we see many
of them to-day apostatizing from the revealed truth of God, putting
darkness for light, and the word of man for the infallible Word of the
Most High, yet the decrees of infinite wisdom remain unaffected.
" He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh ; the Lord shall have them
in derision. Then shall He speak unto them in His wrath, and vex
them in His sore displeasure."
Meanwhile, the righteous servants of the Lord Jesus Christ are
exhorted to possess their souls in patience. The coming of the Lord
draws near, and when He comes He will, before assembled heaven,
earth, and hell fully vindicate the faith which trusted in Him and in
His Word in the dark and cloudy day of widespread unbelief, misbelief,
and apostasy from the precious truth of the" glorious GospeL" "New
Theology" is not true theology. The words of the Lord Jesus are::
"No man having drunk old wine, straightway desireth new; for he
saith, The old is better."
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THE LORD'S SUPPER.
To the Editor

0/

the

GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

DEAR SIR,-Much loving interest and correspondence, as also
converse with the dear people of God have arisel\ since my recent article
of "Wellsprings" upon the Lord's Supper; and that it has borne
fruit to the praise of the glory of His grace in several now joining
the Lord's children around the Family Table, and thus obeying the
Divine command, who had hitherto" feared to presume," is sufficient
encouragement to know that this also is of the Lord.
But it is my sorrow lest in any way I have hurt the feelings of some,
who as yet cannot see it as" the Lord's Table" apart from sector denomination. I had no one personally in my mind when writing, and
therefore to those dear readers who think that I have been trea<4ng
upon delicate ground, I would at once say, Let each be persuaded
in his own mind; and should the barrier (man-made) at 'any time be
broken down, and they join with us, or permit us to join with them
without bias, I can only say, great the joy when Christians thus meet
with one heart and one mind to commemorate the Saviour's dying
love. I have just come across a reminiscence of the immortal Toplady,
which thoroughly coincides with my views upon the subject, and I
venture to send it you, which is my apology for writing at this time.
Believe me, dear Mr. Ormiston,
Yours in the bonds of the everlasting Gospel,
RUTH COWELL.

The extract referred to is as follows ;"On Sunday morning, June 14th, 1778, we heard Mr. Toplady, at
Orange Street Chapel, deliver a short address, after the curate, Dr.
Illingworth, had preached; his health was then rapidly declining, and
his earthly tabernacle quite emaciated. It was a painful sight to
behold him, for he could scarcely support himself in the pulpit, and
his delivery was attended by a hectic cough, and a shortness of
breathing; nevertheless the consolations of God to him were neither
few nor small. He was full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, and seemed
by the feelings he evinced to be in the very suburbs of heaven, into
which a few weeks after he entered. The portion of Scripture he
addressed his auditory from were the words of the Apostle Peter, , Yea,
I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by
putting you in remembrance, knowing that shortly I must put off
this my tabernacle, even as the Lord Jesus Christ hath shown me.'
It was a most memorable night, never to be forgotten, and is at this
moment as lively in my recollection as it was fifty-seven years since.
His unbounded confidence in the fulness of God, and his joy and
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rejoicing in Christ Jesus, we have no words to describe. He appeared
more like an inhabitant from heaven than a mortal man encumbered
with disease and pain.
" Our chief view in relating the above particulars is to notice an
incident which took place at this time. The Lord's Supper was to be
administered that evening, as the chapel was occupied by the French
Protestants always in the mornings, the place of worship being only
temporary. Mr. Toplady, at the close of his address, in reference
to the ordinance, observed-That he perceived some of his elder
brethren in the ministry, of another denomination, present! He
invited them to come and join with him in commemorating the dying
love of the Lord Jesus Christ. He observed that when we get to
heaven it will not be known which particular fold we belonged to
here on earth. There will be then no mark of distinction; we shall
mingle our voices tOgether in one united chorus of praise and thanksgiving. Then why not, he said, imitate the celestial company here,
and have a foretaste of heaven below, before we arrive at that blissful
abode 1
"There were present at that time, Dr. Ryland of Northampton,
and Dr. Gifiord, librarian of the British, Museum, Baptist ministers,
who accepted the invitation; the former standing, and the other
kneeling, participated in the symbols of the body and blood of Christ,
with other beloved friends, and the congregation. The sight to us
was highly interesting and pleasingly gratifying, and more so now in
recollection."
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY.
WILL our' friends kindly make a note of Thursday Evening, May 31st,
when the beloved Editor will preach (n.v.) the Annual Sermon at
St. Stephen's Church, Coleman Street, City, at 7 o'clock! It is
hoped that on this Centenary occasion the edifice will be crowded by
those who love the Society, the Editor, and the Gospel he has for
so many years faithfully proclaimed. How many times must John
Newton have passed this Church on his way from St. Mary Woolnoth
to his house in Coleman Street!
The New Quarterly Record contains a Portrait of the late Mr. E. Mote,
author of that precious hymn, " On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand" ;
another Illustration, and several Articles, combine to make an interesting number, which will be sent post-free on application.
The Centenary Memorial Fund is needing additional collectors,
and the Committee would indeed be grateful to any friends who would
volunteer their services, so that the present total may be greatly
augmented by the close of the year, and the Homes made selfsupporting.
rrhe Lady Visitors of the Hornsey Rise Home would be thankful to
receive gifts for their July Sale of Work, especially useful articles,
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which always find purchasers. The proceeds are devoted to the
Benevolent Fund for aiding the sick and infirm inmates, of whom
there are many.
Among those who have been recently nominated are some interesting
and pathetic cases. One good man, who for fifty-five years has, by
grace, walked in the Lord's way was, with his aged wife, discovered in
a miserable room in a squalid part of East London, very poor, but
bright and cheerful, and overcome by the prospect of " something
regular" coming in. Another poor fellow has been a dock-worker fot
forty-three years. Many of the women who have been received have
sad tales to tell of the long, weary battle for a livelihood, with sight
failing, strength decreasing, and work for old people more and more'
hard to obtain. One good woman, aged seventy-seven, in great need"
said, when relating her spiritual history, " I have nothing striking in my
experience, but the change made everything new and striking to me."
In June next the Committee are electing to the £10 10s. pension no
fewer than forty pensioners, in co=emoration of the Centenary, and
ten of the oldest will also be raised without election. This will mean'
much additional comfort to these aged and needy ones of "the'
household of faith."
"FEAR the Lord and depart from evil" (Prov. iii. 7). ,As who
should say, Fear the Lord, and it will follow that you shall depart from
evil: departing from evil is a natural consequence, a proper effect of
the fear of the Lord where it is. By the fear of the Lord men depart
from evil, that is, in their judgment, will, mind, and affection. Not
that by the fear of the Lora sin is annihilated, or has lost its being in
the soul; there still will those Canaanites be; but they are hated,
loathed, abominated, fought against, and mortified by the soul
(Rom. vii.). "This fear is called a fotmtain of life, to depart from
the snares of death" (Prov. xiv. 27). It is a fountain, or spring, whicli
so continually supplieth the soul with variety of considerations of sin, of
God, of death, and eternal life, as to keep the soul in continual exercise'
of virtue and in holy contemplation. It is a fountain of life; every
operation thereof, every act and exercise thereof, hath a true and
natural tendency to spiritual and eternal felicity. Wherefore the wise
man saith in another place, " The fear of the Lord tendeth to life, and
he that hath it shall abide satisfied; he shall not be visited with evil"
(Prov. xix. 23). It tendeth to life; even as of nature, everything hath
a tendency to that which is most natural to itself; the fire to burn, the'
water to wet, the stone to fall, the sun to shine, sin to defile. Thus,
I say, the fear of the Lord tendeth to life; the nature of it is to put
the soul upon fearing of God, of closing with Christ, and of walking
humbly before Him. It is a fountain of life to depart from the
snares of death. What are the snares of death, but sin, the wiles
of the devil-from which the fear of God hath a natural, tendency
to deliver thee, and to keep thee in the way that tendeth to life 1John Bunyan.
'
16
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l!Jrotestant 16eacon.
ROMISH ASCENDANCY versus BRITISH ASCENDANCY.
A PAPER READ AT GLASGOW IN 1886 BY THE LATE
REV. CHARLES A. SALMOND, M.A.
To those at all acquainted with the subject, it is a trite remark tbat
Popery is not merely a religion, but a political system; but. this is a
truth so co=only overlooked that it is necessary to have it distinctly
emphasized at the present time. For it is a truth of no mere speculative interest; but of the greatest practical moment. The object of
this paper is to show the essential antagonism between the claims of
the Papacy and the rights of nations; and certainly it is by no means
difficult to establish clearly the fact of this antagonism, and to indicate
some of its far-reaching consequences. It is long since Adam Smith
wrote: "The constitution of the Church of Rome may be considered
the most formidable combination that was ever formed against the
authority and security of civil government, as well as against the
liberty, reason, and happiness of mankind"'; and, both before his
time and since, there has been ample evidence to support this
affirmation.
" The Papacy," in the words of Prince Bismarck, "has ever been a
political power which, with the greatest audacity and with the most
momentous consequences, has interfered in the affairs of this world."
And Bismarck's monarch is not the first by very many who has had
to use language such as the venerable Emperor William employed in
his memorable letter to Pio Nono on Sept. 3, 1873: "It certainly
is my mission to protect internal peace and to preserve the authority
of the laws in the States whose government has been entrusted to me
by God. I am conscious that I owe hereafter an account of how I
have fulfilled this my kingly duty. I shall maintain order and law
in my States against all attacks, so long as God gives me power. I am
in duty bound to do it as a Christian monarch, even when, to my
sorrow, I have to fulfil this royal duty against servants of a Church
which, I suppose, acknowledges no less than the Evangelical Church
that the co=andment of obedience to secular authority is part of
the revealed will of God." It was in the same letter that, in answer
to the claim of Pio Nono that "everyone who has been baptized
belongs in some way or other to the Pope," his Imperial Majesty
declined, in the name of the majority of his subjects, "to accept in
our relations to God any other mediator than our Lord Jesus Christ" ;
thus showing an appreciation of the real nature of Papal claims, in
their bearing alike on things temporal and matters spiritual, which,
unhappily, is too seldom found in the Protestant .rulers of our
time.
Some people affect to smile at the notion of the Papacy being now
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at least a political force that has to be reckoned with. To my mind
there is no more startling evidence of how real and present and potent
an influence it is than the manner in which, after the spirited utterances
I have quoted, and the line of action they initiated,.the Emperor William
and his Iron Chancellor have found it needful bY' concession to attempt
to conciliate Rome.
But it is with the Papacy's relations to the government of this
British realm that we are for the present called particularly to deal;
and here, as in the case indeed of every country of Christendom, it
appears how irreconcilably antagonistic Papal claims and projects
have been, and are, to the rights of self·government and self-development inherent in our nation.
Romish ascendancy is a direct corollary of the fundamental axiom
of the Papal system, that the Pope is the vicar of Christ, and therefore
the vicegerent of God. It is an idea which seeks, as it has ever sought,
to clothe itself in a universal sovereignty, resting on.a divinely
delegated temporal power, which l..<lOWS no limit and anticipates no
end.
British ascendancy, again, I take to mean the embodiment given
by this country's history to the opposing principle of a nation's inalienable supremacy within its own sphere-the principle that each government has the right to vindicate its sovereignty within its own domain,
and to develop the resources committed to it, without the interference
and domination of a foreign power which, under the guise of religion,
has consistently worked for political ends, and has sought to establish
not merely an imperium in imperio, but an imperium super imperium
in every country of Christendom.
That the nature of the Papal claims and aspirations is not here
misrepresented might be abundantly shown, did time permit, by
reference to the authoritative documents of the Papal Church and the
utterances of its leading champions, or by a direct appeal to the
notorious facts of history. It is a claim which has been wrought out
in facts, as well as spoken out in fiats. When in the fifth century the
war of investiture was waged and won by Hildebrand; when in the
thirteenth Innocent III proclaimed himself to be iure divino king of
kings and lord of lords; and when in the nineteenth Pio Nono declared
himself the infallible ruler and arbiter of Christendom, the world saw
but the outgrowth of a germinal doctrine which at last, in 1870, took
a form that forcen it more than ever on the attention of civil rulers.
It is not within the province of the present paper, however interesting
it might be, to run down the page of history and see the Papacy in
practice. But let us glance at the Papal theory as expressed in Papal
.symbols and Romish declarations, and then let us refer, in a few
sentences, to the experience of this country in seeking to offer it
resistance.
Lest it should be supposed that we are dealing merely with a matter
of ancient history, we shall go no farther back than the reign of the
late Pontiff, Pius IX. In his famous Encyclical and Syllabus of 1864,
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there is exhibited the true genius of the Papal system. The keynote
of the whole Syllabus and of modern Romish policy is found in the
concluding condemnation of those who assert that "the Roman
Pontiff can and ought to reconcile himself to and agree with progress,
liberalism, and recent civilization" (prop. 80). Professing to impale
the eighty principal errors of the time, this remarkable document,
while condemning much that all evangelical Christians must condemn,
assails also much that is dear to them as life itself. The claim of
liberty of conscience is denounced in the encyclical as insanity, and
freedom of speech and of the press is characterized as the liberty of
perdition. But, more particularly with reference to the subject
before us, the Pope's anathema is hurled at those who deny "that
the Church has a right to employ force" (prop. 24), or who hold" that
the Roman Pontiffs and CEcumenical Councils have transgressed the
limits of their power and usurped the rights of princes" (prop. 23).
All history not only warrants but requires us to place ourselves under
the sweep of this Papal ban.
Now these and like aflirmations were of course confirmed by the
Vatican decree of infallibilitv in 1870, which had retroactive force :
and not only so, but since the death of Pio Nono the doctrines of the
Syllabus have received the express imprimatur of another infallible
Pontiff. Pope Leo XIII, when he ascended the Papal throne in 1878,
was spoken of as a mild, scholarly man and as one likely to be a reasonable and liberal-minded Pope. But, like too many of his predecessors,
he has fallen into the hands of the Jesuits and has become quite as
much· their tool as their leader in the assertion of ultramontane
principles and the furtherance of ultramontane designs.· On July 27,
1884, Pope Leo wrote that, "The teaching given by this Apostolic
See, whether contained in the Syllabus and other acts of our illustrious
predecessor or in our own encyclical letters, has given clear guidance
to the faithful as to what should be their thoughts and their conduct
in the midst of the difficulties of times and events. There they will
find a rule for the direction of their minds and of their actions." In
his encyclical of November 1, 1885, on " The Christian Formation of
States," he says: "Regarding what they call acquired liberties in
these latest times, it behoves to abide by decisions of the Apostolic
See, and to judge of these, one by one, as it has judged. . . . It is not
lawful to follow one rule in private conduct and another in the government of the State, so, to wit, that the authority of the Church should be
observed in private life but rejected in State matters."
As further showing the insidious influence this high -minded Pontiff
is prepared to exercise upon society, we cite the following from his
letter of June 17, 1885: "It [obedience], while incumbent on all, is
most strictly incumbent on journalists." "Their obligation," he
affirms, "in all that touches religious interests and the action of the
Church in society is, in a spirit of docility, to submit themselves fully
with heart and mind to their own bishops and the Roman Pontiff, to
follow and reproduce their teachings, to second heartily their motions,
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to respect their intentions, and to make them respected." In declarations like these, be it remembered, we have the spring of multifarious
activities, which everywhere around us are carrying forward the war
of the Roman Curia against the peace and progress of modern
society.
Enough has been said to illustrate from official sources the analtered
and unalterable attitude of the Papacy toward the civil and religious
I.iherties of nations. The fittest embodiment of Rome's idea was
seen in medireval Europe, with its crass spiritual ignorance, its
intellectual stagnation, its feudal subjection to a holy empire overridden by the mandates of the Papal chair. The Reformation shattered
Rome's ideal, which she has been strenuously seeking to restore-in
vain!
Now it was in the emergence of Great Britain from Papal control
that the rights of "Kingdom versus Popedom" found their most
decisive vindication; and it is. in the prosperity which, under God,
has attended the subsequent history of this realm, that the benefits
of national independence and the blessed fruits of civil and religiou:!
uberty have had their most brilliant exemplification. These advantages were won through a protracted and strenuous struggle, and they
will have to be retained and defended in a spirit of vigilant resolution.
At a very early period stout resistance began to be offered by English
monarchs to the encroachments of the Papal See. From the wise
Alfred downward, they had to do their utmost to maintain the, supremacy of the Crown. William the Conqueror and his Norman successors
flatly denied the obligation of fealty to the Pope. In the ignoble
reign of John, when Pandolf, the Papal legate, spurned with his foot
the English crown, his people refused to be pacified by the good offices
of Nicholas, the "angel of peace" sent by Rome; and, headed by
the nobles, in defiance of pontifical fulminations, they wrung from
their despised monarch the great charter of English liberties. In
Edward Ill's reign .John's submission to the Pope WllS declared null
and void, "having been made without the concurrence of Parliament,
and in violation of his coronation oath." Then, in pursuance of the
previous constitutions of Clarendon (1164), statute of Mortmain (1279),
statute of Provisors (1351), the statute prwmunire, so obnoxious to
Rome, was passed, in Richard I1's reign (1392). At length came the
struggle in the time of Henry VIII, which issued in a thorough break
with the Papacy. And a thing to be particularly noted-!\& was well
brought out recently by Lord Robert Montagu-is, that during all
this time the kings of England, including Henry VIII, were Romish
in religion, though determined to be English in their policy. In
spite of this, Henry was excommunicated, and, so far as a Papal decree
could do it, deposed from his throne, on August 30th, 1535. The struggle
went on in the reign of Queen Elizabeth whom Pius V, as "prince
over all people and all kingdoms, to pluck up, destroy, scatter, consume,
plant, and build," declared to be "deprived of her pretended title
to this kingdom, and of all dominion, diguity, and privilege whatsoever."

The Gospel Magazine.
But the Act of Supremacy in her reign, and the Act of Allegiance in
that of J ames I, threw up further bulwarks against the "pretended
authority of the See of Rome."
And then, after the varying fortunes of some of these intervening
reigns, the great conflict precipitated under the dark regime of James II
reached its height, and found its issue in that grand revolution settlement of 1688, in which the principles for which Britain had been
contending for generations were so clearly and consistently crystallized.
Its great aim was to secure in perpetuity the civil and religious
liberties which had been so dearly won, and which, it was felt, would
be so precious a heritage to the generations following. Safeguards
were thrown around the Constitution-the throne, the legislature,
the electorate-which it was fondly hoped would be a security in all
time coming against the recurrence of the evils which, through the
interference of the Papacy, this land had found such abundant reason
to deplore. It was a thoroughly consistent piece of legislation. Our
forefathers did not shrink from carrying their principle of Protestant
ascendancy to its logical issues; and if anything seems harsh in their
procedure or unduly stringent in their enactments, the preceding
intrigues and dangers have to be borne in mind as its sufficient
eXplanation.
With but little modification the Settlement of 1688 continued in full
force till 1829; and I need not stay to dilate on the material and
intellectual and moral pre-eminence which from the Elizabethan
period onward our nation has enjoyed. At the date mentioned, 1829,
our legislation took a new departure by the" Catholic Emancipation ..
Act. The opinions of leading and responsible men, in different political
camps and different Protestant communions, were greatly divided
as to the propriety and justice and safety of that measure. Certain
it is that the protestations of representative Romanists at that time
were very unlike the unabashed utterances of a subsequent period80 unlike, that an ingenuous man like Dr. Newman does not attempt
to reconcile them, but tries to evade the difficulty by aflirming that
" no pledge from Catholics was of any value to which Rome was not a
party!" Hence some of the leading advocates of the Emsncipation
Act lived to be more than dubious of the safety of their action-nay,
bitterly to repent of it.
Mr. Gladstone himself has acknowledged, or rather asserted and
abundantly proved, that the so-called" English and Irish penal laws
against Roman Catholics were repealed on the faith of assurances
which have not been fulfilled"; and, in view of the Vatican decrees,
which are simply the culmination of the policy steadily pursued by
Rome since 1829 and before it, he says, in language which is now
historical: "No one can become her convert without renouncing
his moral and mental freedom, and placing his civil loyalty
and duty at the mercy of another." "A religious society which
delivers volleys of spiritual censure in order to impede the performance of civil duties, does all the mischief that is in its power to
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do, and brings into question, in the face of the State, its title to civil
protection."
Lord Russell, on December 4, 1873, gave utterance to an apprehension of Sir Robert Peel, which he himself had by that time come to
share, when he wrote to Sir George Bowyer: "I conceive that the
time has come, foreseen by Sir Robert Peel, when the Roman Church
disclaims equality, and will be satisfied with nothing but ascendancy."
And there was a tone of ruefulness as well as of painful conviction in
the subsequent letter of the same aged statesman to Sir John Murray,
on January 19, 1874: "From 1813 to 1829 I constantly voted for
the admission of Roman Catholics to Parliament and to office. In
1828 I took the foremost part in relieving Protestant Dissenters from
the disabilities of the Corporation and Test Acts. For many years
afterwards I laboured for the liberation of the Jews. But neither for
Roman Catholics, for Protestant Dissenters, nor for Jews did I ask
for more than equal privileges and equal laws." Then, after quoting
an authoritative declaration of Romish doctrine, he adds: "This
is not liberty, civil or religious. It is to bow the knee to a despotic
and fallible priesthood. The very same principles which bound me
to ask for freedom for the Roman Catholic, the Protestant Dissenter,
and the Jew, bind me to protest against a conspiracy w1).ich aims at
confining the German Empire in chains never, it is hoped, to be shaken
off."

It is high time our statesmen were awakening. to the discovery
that to seek merely "equal rights" is impossible for Rome. Her
spirit and purpose are ever the same. Romanists at this ·time may
exhibit inconsistencies fitted to allay alarm, but it is necessary to
remember the essential hostility of Popery to all that contributes to
our country's true greatness; and there never was an epoch when it
was more needful than at the present time to be alert and resolute
in view of its ceaseless machinations and encroachments.
It is a grave consideration which many overlook that the bishop's
oath of allegiance to the Queen is governed by a larger oath given to
the Pope. A bishop declares, under the Act of 13th April, 1829: "I
do solemnly swear that I never will exercise any privilege to which I
am or may become entitled to disturb or weaken the Protestant
religion or Protestant government in the United Kingdom." And
under Act 30 and 31 Victoria, A.D. 1867, the new oath substituted in
all cases for the former oaths of allegiance and abjuration runs : "I
do swear that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty
Queen Victoria, and I do faithfully promise to maintain and support
the succession to the Crown as the same. stands united. and sealed by
virtue of the Act passed in the reign of King William the Third."
But the same man has also to swear: "I will render faith, subjection,
and obedience to blessed Peter the apostle, to whom God hath given
the power of binding and loosing, and to his Vicar our Lord the Pope
and his successors the Roman Pontiffs, according to canonical
authority in all things." There is thus a necessary reservation. Just
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as my obligations as a citizen of Glasgow may be overborne by my
duties as a citizen of Great Britain, so may the bishop's obligations as
a subject of En"gland be overborne at any time by his duties as a subject
of " his Lord the Pope."
I might quote the testimony of Lord Macaulay and others as showing
the natural and inevitable issue, materially and morally, for any
people having intromissions with this noxious system. But enough
has been said in the general. Let me simply give point to all that has
gone before by this closing word of warning: that the battle is not
over yet with Rome, and that the danger is not past. Another speaker
is to trace in detail the successive assaults made upon our Constitution
by the Popish party since 1829-most of them, alas! successfultill the Queen's supremacy itself, pronounced by Manning to be the
"Reformation in concreto," has been brought unblushingly into
question. Suffice it to say that a considerable, influential, well-drilled
party is at work in our very midst, aiming at the overthrow of British
supremacy and bent on substituting the Romish in its stead. The
introduction of the hierarchy into Great Britain did more for Rome
than many of us imagine. Men smiled in 1850 and thought, "What
harm for Dr. Wiseman to have his title changed from the' Bishop of
Melipotamus, in partibus infidelium,' to that of 'Cardinal Archbishop
of Westminster and Vicar Apostolic of London' 1 What's in a name 1 "
But this is no mere matter of names, but of stern and alarming facts.
Since Wiseman's day another Prelate has stepped into his place, no
less crafty, dexterous, and indefatigable, and perhaps less scrupulous
in using the vantage ground he has secured-once plain" Dr. Manning"
-now entitled, in official documents such as the Royal Commission
on Dwellings of the Poor-which gave him a place of precedence to all
our English nobility-" Our trusty and well-beloved, the Most
Reverend Cardinal Archbishop, Henry Edward Manning." What's
in a name 1 But this man is the culmination, the centre, the inspiration of a thoroughly equipped orgauization whose aim is-Romish
supremacy. Bishop Doyle, before 1829, said: "What have we to
do with the proceedings of Popes or why should we be made accountable for them 1" And he went the length of adding: "I think the
allegiance due to the King and the allegiance due to tbe Pope are as
distinct and as divided in their nature as any two things can possibly
be." Others whimpered that to draw arguments from the Middle
Ages was "just the same as if you were to hang a faithful, tried
domestic who had served you forty years, for some petty theft committed when be was a boy." But here is what Dr. Manning now says:
" If England is ever to be reunited to Christendom, it is by submission
to the living authority of the Vicar of Jesus Christ. The first step of
its return must be" obedience to his voice, as rebellion against his
authority was the first step of its departure." Again-" The right
of deposing kings is inherent in the supreme sovereignty which the
Popes, as vicegerents of Christ, exercise over all Christian nations."
He already anticipates his triumph in these words: "The supremacy
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of our Crown has literally come to nought. The royal supremacy
has perished by the law of mortality, which consumes all earthly
things, and at this period of our history the supremacy of the Vicar
of Jesus Christ re-enters." In his address to the AOOdem;a, November
8th, 1874, the same Prelate says: "The infallibility of the Holy Father,
his right to temporal as well as spiritual authority, and the ultimate
necessity of acknowledging civil obedience to him, is your only safety."
And here are the frank terms in which he announces the plan of
campaign-a plan which has many agents and many branches :" This nineteenth century will make a great epoch in the history
of the Church. . . . It is good for us to be here in England. ,It is
yours, right reverend fathers, to subjugate and subdue, to bend and
to break the will of an imperial race, the will wlllch, as the will of Rome
of old, rules over nations and peoples, invincible and inflexible. . . .
You have a great ccmmission to fulfil, and great is the prize for which
you strive. Surely a soldier's eye and a soldier's heart would choose
by intuition this field of England for the warfare of the Faith. None
ampler or ncbler could be found. . . . It is the head of Protestantism;
the centre of its movements, and the stronghold of its powers.
Weakened in England, it is paralyzed everywhere. Conquered in
England, it is conquered throughout the world. Once overthrown
here, all is but a war of detail. All the roads of the whole world meet
in one point; and this point reached, the whole world is open to the
Church's will."
One who has given a crushing exposure of Vaticauism says: "My
object has been to produce, if possible, a temper of greater watchfulness; to disturb that lazy way of thought which acl:nowledges no
danger until it thunders at the doors; to warn my countrymen against
the velvet paw and smooth and soft exterior of a system which is
dangerous to the foundations of civil order, and which any of us may
at any time encounter in his daily path." These words are not mine,
but those of that distinguished but, in this connection, enigmatic
statesman, Mr., Gladstone. Is not the subsequent apparent iIidifference
to Romish aggression on the part of one who has given so masterly
an exposure of its designs fitted to lull into the greater torpor a community which for the moment he successfully aroused, but whose easy
predisposition to a policy of laissez faire takes comfort from his later
silence? Granting freely that Roman Catholics are often better
citizens than their political creed, if they were consistent, would make
them,-has not the country, in these days, when every eighth member
of the British Parliament is a Papist and those who elect them have no
security under the ballot, a right, a call to offer back to him those
words of waruing, and to sound them in the ears of the other party
as well, which has shown itself no less ready to run a race for the favour
of the Vatican? It may not be possible, or even desirable, to attempt
to retrace all the steps already taken, but we are loudly called by
recent events to be more than ever upon our guard: and the watchword
of all lovers of their country, in view of the dilemma in which, as
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citizens, our Roman Catholic fellow-subjects are undoubtedly by their
system placed, must be :jj

Grant them the rights of men; and while they ce&se
To vex the peace of others, grant them peace.
But, trusting bigots whose false zen,l has made
Treaehery their duty, thou art self-betrayed I H

MULTUM IN PARVO.
THE Moravians' 450th anniversary was commemorated at a service at
the Moravian Church in Fetter Lane last month, conducted by Bishop
Hasse, who took for his text the words" Remember the days of old."
The Moravians, he said, were the oldest Protestant Church in existence
-founded in 1457, at least 60 years before the Reformation. They
fixed 145.7 as the date of their beginning as a separate Church, butthey should really go back twelve centuries to find its first beginnings,
when Bohemia was evangelized from the East by missionaries of the
Greek Church. An outstanding feature of their history was that
never once had there been any schism in their Church, a fact which,
the Bishop contended, was without parallel in any other body.-The
following Resolution was passed at a recent Meeting of the Executive
Committee of the National Church League :-" The National Church
League,. observing that Letters of Business have been addressed by
His Majesty the King to the Houses of Convocation, authorizing
them, amongst other things, to consider the desirability, and the form
and contents, of a new rubric regulating the Ornaments (that is to
8ay, the Vesture) of the ministers of the Church at the time of their
ministrations, and that they have accordingly appointed Committees,
desire solemnly to declare their conviction that it is altogether undesirable to frame any such new rubric as would unsettle the existing law
on the subject. That law, as defined by the highest Court of the
realm, is in accordance with the practice of the English Church for
the three centuries which followed the Reformation, and the League
further protests that at the present time the adoption of any such
rubric would inevitably be deemed significant of an unsettlement of
the doctrine of our Reformed Church respecting the Sacrament of the
Lord's Supper."--The Rev. W. Hamlyn, who has been presented
to the vicarage of Iron-Bridge by Prebendary Yate, has been for the
past eleven years Association Secretary of the C.C.C.S. for the Western
District, during which time he has endeared himself to many. He
succeeds the Rev. Isaac Hawker, a grandson of the Rev. Robert
Hawker, D.D., author of The Poor Man's Morning and Evening
Portion, and a faithful expositor of the Word, and a loyal advocate of
the principles of the blessed Reformation.--The Incumbency of
Ram's Episcopal Chapel, Homerton, N.E., which was recently resigned
by.thelRev. F .•J. Hamilton, D.D., owing to impaired health, has been
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conferred by the Trustees upon the Rev. Charles Rumfitt, LL.D., for
many years one of the organizing secretaries of the London Society
for Promoting Christianity amongst the Jews. This appointment,
we are glad to say, secures continuity in the Evangelical traditions
of this, the oldest proprietary Episcopal Chapel in London, and
perhaps in England. Dr. Rumfitt is known as an expository preacher
of power, while his organizing skill is likely to strengthen the position
of the Chapel as a centre of Evangelical Churchmanship.--The
Archbishop of York having objected to a Secretary of the Church
Association delivering a lecture on "Is the Church in Danger? " in
Loftus Town Hall, on the grounds that it was an intrusion into the
parish without the consent of the Vicar, the Church Association replied
on March 7th, pointing out that" the claim of a Vicar to exclude any
person in Holy Orders from lecturing in a Town Hall without his
express permission is one which they cannot accept. It is no 'intrusion ' upon any right of the Vicar to give any number of lectures in
his neighbourhood without seeking his approval. Mr. Bowring is
not proposing to 'officiate,' and his lecture is in no way unsuited to
the season of Lent. It has been arranged for some time, and will in
no way conflict with that service to which all who are so minded will
of course go, just as though no lantern lecture were being given. Your
Grace reminds the Council that you have power to inhibit any clergyman from officiating in your diocese. It is quite true that a Bishop
can inhibit anybody from officiating in a parish without assigning, or
even without having, any reason for such purely arbitrary action. But
such an abuse of prerogative in Mr. Bowring's case would not prevent
his continuing to lecture, though it might induce the Council to multiply
such agencies."--The Rev. G. Quattrini recently paid a visit to
Sig. Marconi in Pisa. As his former pastor in Leghorn, he was very
cordially received by Sig. Marconi and his wife. Both expressed
their deep interest in the Waldensian Church and its mission work.
The Signor had hoped to preside at a recent meeting in New York in
its behalf, but had been unable to be in America at the time. He
expressed his sorrow at the Romeward tendency of so many of the
Anglican clergy, and also at the increasing atheism of France and
Italy. He said that the Vatican had made something in the shape
of overtures to himself both in Rome and in Canada, but he would
always remain a devoted son of the Waldensian Church.--Last
month the Rev. Paolo Longo, Waldensian Pastor, was collecting in
Holland for the Italian Mission work, and was most kindly received
wherever he went. At La Haye he had the honour of preaching before
the Dowager Queen Emma, who has brought up her royal daughter
in a truly Christian way. The young Queen always keeps up the
good old custom of family worship with her domestics and retainers.
The Queen Dowager sent for Sig. Longo to the palace, and for upwards
of half an hour questioned him about the history and mission
work of the Waldensian Church, in which she showed the liveliest
interest.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
EXETER Hall has been the scene of the periodical gatherings of the
great Evangelical Societies for over seventy years, since 1831 that is,
when it was erected to obviate the necessity of holding religious meet,ings and those of philanthropic institutions in taverns. Some years
ago it passed into the hands of the Young Men's Christian Association,
who have made it the headquarters of their London work, while letting
the large hall and other rooms for the " May Meetings" and similar
occasions. The demolition of the premises, now announced, will
break a long Evangelical tradition, and on the score of old as,,<!ciations
will be viewed with regret by those who had grown accustomed to it
as the rendezvous of the Protestant Missionary and other societies.
The step has, however, become necessary to the trustees owing to the
heavy financial responsibilities a continuance would have entailed.
They had a term of about twenty-two years to run before their lease
expired, but the London County Council two years ago required
alterations to be effected in the structure which would have cost from
£10,000 to £12,000, with the possibility, especially having regard to
the age of the bu.ilding, that further work might be called for. The
trustees rightly felt that they could not ask the public for so large a
sum under the circumstances, and therefore decided to relinquish the
bu.ilding. They have, the~efore, sold the remainder of the lease to a
syndicate--headed by Mr. Joseph Lyons, the well-known caterer,
and Mr. Gluckstein, the tobacconist-with the proviso, which all who
cherish sacred memories of the bu.ilding will be glad to hear, that it
shall not be used as a theatre, music-hall, or tavern. It will be replaced
by commercial premises. From the point of view of the Y.M.C.A.
the change will be a matter for much congratulation. The dual use
of Exeter Hall has always hampered the authorities in developing
their work amongst young men, and prevented the headquarters
from being the great centre it might have become. Now they will
be free to found a home for themselves on a large scale, exclusively
for the benefit of the young men of the Metropolis, and a great advance,
which will give the Association an unrivalled place in London, is in
prospect. A magnificent" island" site has been secured near Russell
Square and Tottenham Court Road, on which will be erected a
prominent building, with an imposing suite of rooms for religious,
social, and educational work, and a hostel to accommodate some 300
young men, who will be able to secure bedrooms from as Iowa rental
as 5s. weekly. Exeter Hall will probably be vacated in June and
temporary premises taken pending the completion of the permanent
home.
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The annual meeting of the West of Scotland Bible Society was
beld last month in the Religious Institution Rooms, Glasgow, Sir
James King, President, in the chair. The Rev. Dr. Niven, Moderator
of the Church, submitted the Annual Report. It stated that the
circulation for the year was 2,599, and the circulation since the formation of the Society had been 308,661. In the city and suburbs the
circulation last year was considerably smaller· than in the previous
year, but. the circulation in the country districts had been more than
maintained, and the benefits of the Society continued to be extended
to the Gaelic-speaking population. The Report referred to the loss
the Society had sustained by the deaths of Principal Story, the Rev.
Dr. James Paton, the Rev. G. Gibson Gunn, and the Rev. Dr. Hunter,
Galashiels, formerly of Partick. The financial statement showed
that, including a balance of £1,039 18s. 2d., the income amounted to
£1,417 Is. 7d. The expenditure came to £222 13s. 3d., leaving a
balance of £1,194 8s. 4d. The Chairman said their ideal was to see
not only a Bible. in every house, but a Bible possessed by every
individual throughout the country. They felt that their income
was not large, but it was not large in a great measure because the
demands on its resources were so .undesirably small. They would
like to see· greater liberality and support on the part of the Churches,
and, on the other hand, a very great increase in the number of applications for Bibles. It would be an evil day for the country if the people
of Scotland were inclined in any considerable number to seek after
the New Theology or the Higher Criticism, and so, instead of reverently
studying their Bible and following its dictates, to criticize and doubt.
But they had this to remember, that God would protect His own truth,
that the doubts' aud the difficulties raised now were very similar to
those that were raised in various periods of the Church's history, and
had all disappeared, and that whatever power or force was exerted it
would be impossible to damage or to weaken the impregnable rock of
Holy Script1p:e. Mr. Leiper Gemmill seconded, and the Report was
adopted. The Rev. Matthew Gardner, Hyndland, moved a resolution
acknowledging the usefulness of the Society's operations in cities and
large centres of population, and the Rev. Duncan Cameron, Bridge
of Allan, moved a further' resolution acknowledging the Society's
usefulness in mining and rural districts. Mr. Cameron deplored that
the only literature read by many of the young men in the mining
districts was the football in the evening papers.

"Observer," whose weekly notes on "The Foreign Missionary
Outlook" in the .English Churchman are always interesting, wrote
last month: "According to the last census, out of a total of fourteen
million girls of school-going age in British India, only 405,000 are
under tuition. Broadly speaking, female education is in the hands
of missionaries, and appeals are being made to the Societies to make
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much more determined and systematic efforts to grapple with the
question. In a leading article on the' Need for Girls' Boarding Schools
being Multiplied a Thousandfold,' the Ceylon Observer says :-' We
have sometimes found one word suffice by way of answer to cavillers
in Europe and America about the work of Christian Missions in the
East: 'What has Christianity or its missionaries done for Asia-for
India, China, Burma, Ceylon, etc. l' Our one word in reply has often
been' Woman.' In what condition were the women of the Hindus,
Buddhists, Confucian Chinese, or even of the Moha=edans, before
the advent of Christian Missions 1 And to wbat is the instruction,
enlightenment, freedom from many terrible burdens (in India), and
uTlifti.'1g of a host of them due, if not to the influence of Christianity
>lnd its teachers 1 . . . We cannot help thinking that there would not
be nearly so much unrest and agitation in Bengal and other parts of
Ind;", if the present wiv~s and mothers in the homes had been
instructed during th~ past generation.''' "Though Tinnevelly is one
of the oldest of mod~rn Mission fields in India, and probably the bestworked, some of the villages can only be visited once in five years.
Mr. E. Keyworth, of the C.M.S., the leader of an Itinerating Band,
consisting of ten Indian evangelists, working among the thousands
of villages in the Palamcotta district, says that, although he visits
from 400 to 500 villages and towns every year, yet after three years
the Band has not been to the same village twice."

The Co=ission of Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland held
a meeting last month in the Presbytery Hall, Edinburgh-Professor
Bannatyne, Moderator. Mr. Rounsfell Brown, Glasgow, reported
that the receipts to the Sustentation Fund for the first two months
of the present year amounted to £1,117 lIs. lId., an increase of
£208 19s. 9d. compared with the sum for the same period of the
previous year. The increase, he said, was needed, because the
expenditure was greater than it was at this time last year. There
were more congregations, and there were more ordained ministers in
the Church than there were a year ago. They must, therefore, see to
it that in every congregation there was an increase of revenue from
all sources throughout the year now entered upon.

The Governors of Queen Anne's Bounty have presented to Parliament
their Report and statement of accounts for the year ended December
31st, 1906. The grants awarded during the year amounted to
£28,607 15s. 4d., and the benefactions received were of the value of
£29,888 lIs. 7d. The aggregate of grants and benefactions since the
establishment of the corporation is now £8,064,935 Is. 2d., to which
must be added the benefit received by the purchase for poor benefices
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of estates which have since increased in value. The funds held by
the Governors in money and stock have increased to over £7,023,000,
and represent capital belonging to over 6,200 benefices. Putting
together firstfruits and tenths and the surplus of general revenue,
they have a sum of £31,934 available for 1907.
The Rev. Donald Matheson, Assistant Secretary of the Waldensian
Missions, who recently visited the Missions, writing in the "Voice
from Italy" says :-" Signor Simeoni, the minister at Revere with
four or five out-stations, is a man who had a strange preparation for
his work. He was a monk at a very tender age, became lecturer on
philosophy at Padua University, met an interesting and well-informed
gentleman in a train one day, drew him into religious conversation,
went home with him to finish the discussion in the hope of winning him
to • the Church,' and was himself won to Christ. Promptly recalled
to his convent, he suffered ten days' disciplinary confinement to his
cell, a punishment much lightened by .the borrowed Protestant books
with which his pockets were filled, and which led him quite clear of
Rome. A year of theological training in another church was followed
by three years of theology at the Waldensian College of Florence.
Before he came to Revere he was the means of attracting some working
men in Mantua who had come from the country, and who invited
him to preach in their village of Felonica Po. Ultimately a good hall
was built by kind Irish friends, and now that Signor Simeoni has been
placed at Revere he is able to superintend the work, which truly needs
a strong worker. We started at half-past three in a light covered cab
for a three hours' drive in the rain down stream along the dyke. After
a hasty meal at a friendly • trattoria' we entered the hall. There
was a large audience, five sitting in each of the seats for four, men
squeezing into the women's side, and many standing. The attention
was intense. The address was a remarkable one. Signor Simeoni
is one of the comparatively few first-rate workers I met who heartily
believes in controversial attacks. I confess I had some doubts of
this position. But the kind of polemic he used justified itself. It
was full of positive and constructive Gospel. Not a point was missed;
half-muttered approval emphasized the best ones, and the positive
were as fully appreciated as the negative points. I do not wonder at
such a week-night audience. The groups of men we passed in the
dark on our way to the corner where our cab was to meet us were all
discussing the address. The three hours' drive along the rough dyke
road·in the rain was a small price for me to pay for such a treat. But
in wind and sleet the Po flats are probably not charming, and I often
think of him now on wintry Thursday evenings."
THE world is deceitful; her end is doubtful; her conclusion is
horrible; her judge is terrible; and her punishment is intolerable.Francis Quarks.
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iltebiew13 anll jJl,otice13 of lSook13.
THE "NEW THEOLOGY" versus THEi HOLY SORIPTURES. By J. K.
POPHAM. 50 copies 1/-. (London: Farncombe and Son, 30,
Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus, E.C.)
This timely little publication in defence of the God-breathed
ScriptuIes deserves wide circulation. We heartily wish for it the
blessing of the Holy Spirit.
MAN'S" NEW THEOLOGY." 6d. per dozen, or 3/- per 100.
SAMUEL ARNOLD, 74, Strand, W.C.)

(London:

This legibly printed tract-a reprint from The English Churchmanis a trenchant protest against the anti-scriptural theories of Mr.
Campbell's City Temple theology. The writer, in his opening remarks,
pertinently says :-" The old theology-God's own theology-makes
much of the blood of the cross. The revealed doctrine of the shedding
of blood for the remission of sins goes back to the date of the Fal!.
The religion of Cain, ' who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother,'
was a religion which denied the necessity of atoning blood. This
simple fact differentiated the faith of Cain from that of Abe!. The
same line of cleavage to-day separates the revealed truth of God from
the 'vain doctrines' invented by the self-will of man. The blood of
Christ is the touchstone by which all theology must be tried." This
witness is true. The" New Theology" denies the vicarious expiation
which was offered by God incarnate on Calvary. "Without shedding
of blood," the infallible Word has once for all declared, "is no remission." Hence the false doctrines of " City Temple" teaching leave
men in their sins and expose the guilty to the naked sword of God's
inexorable justice!
CHRIST AND THE SORIPTURES. By ADOLPH SAPHIR, D.D.
6d. (London: Morgan and Scott.)

Pp. 188.

We rejoice to notice that the late Dr. Saphir's priceless treatise on
Christ as the Living Word of God, and the Scriptures as the Written
Word of God, has been brought within the reach of "the million."
Messrs. Morgan and Scott offer the volume at the nominal charge of
sixpence. No Christian should fail to possess it; no believer in Christ
should fail to study its edifying pages. The work has deservedly
enjoyed.. a large circulation in Britain and Germany. The popular
edition-unabridged-should reach the utmost ends of the earth.

